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SAMUEL  JOHNSON.  LL.D. 


Is  176-1  and  \7G'>  it  should  seem  that  Dr.  John- 
ton  was  80  busily  einploywl  wjtli  his  txlition  of  Shak- 
apeare  as  to  have  had  little  leisure  for  any  other 
literary  exertion,  or,  indeed,  even  for  private  corre- 
Rpondence*.  He  did  not  favour  nie  with  a  single 
kUer  for  more  than  two  years,  for  which  it  will  »[>• 
pear  that  he  afterwards  apologised. 

Notwithstanding  his  long  silence,  1  never  omitted 
to  writ*  to  him,  when  I  had  any  tiling  worthy  of 
comtnunicating.  I  generally  kept  copies  of  my  let- 
trrs  to  him,  that  I  might  have  a  full  view  of  our 
correspnidenre,  and  never  be  at  a  loss  to  understaTwI 
any  reference  in  his  letters.  He  kept  the  greater 
part  of  mine  very  carefully  ;  and  a  short  time  before 
his  death  w:ls  attentive  enough  to  seal  them  up  in 
bundles,  and  order  them  to  be  delivered  to  me,  whicli 
vas  accordingly  done.  Amongst  tliem  I  found  one, 
of  which  I  had  not  made  a  copy,  and  which  I  own  I 
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solution  to  take  a  seat  m  the  church :  this  he  might 
pOMublydoabout  thetinie  of  this  removal.  Thechiych 
be  fre<(uented  was  thai  of  St.  Clemeut  Danes,  which, 
tbougli  not  his  parish  church,  he  preferred  to  that  of 
the  Temple,  which  latter . Sir  John  Hawkins  had  recom- 
airoded  to  liiiii  as  being  free  from  noise,  and,  in  other 
iwpects,more  commodious.  His  only  reason  was,  that  in 
the  former  he  was  best  known.  He  was  not  constant 
in  his  attendance  on  divine  worship;  but,  from  an 
opinion  peculiar  to  himself,  and  whicli  lie  once  in- 
Umated  to  me,  seemed  to  wait  for  some  secret  impulse 
u  a  motive  to  it.  The  Sundays  which  he  passed  at 
home  were,  nevertheless,  spent  in  private  exercises  of 
demotion,  and  sanctified  by  acts  of  charity  of  a  singular 
kind :  on  that  day  he  accepted  of  no  invitation  abroad, 
but  gave  a  dinner  to  such  of  his  poor  friends  as  might 
else  have  gone  without  one.  He  had  little  now  to 
miflict  with  but  what  he  called  his  morbid  me- 
lancholy, which,  though  oppressive,  had  its  inter- 
missions, and  left  him  the  free  exercise  of  all  his 
6KniJties,  and  the  power  of  enjoying  the  conversation 
of  bis  numerous  friends  and  visitants.  These  reliefs  he 
«wed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  use  of  opium  ',  which 
be  was  accustomed  to  lake  in  large  (quantities,  the 
cflect  whereof  was  generally  such  an  exhilaration  of  his 
ipirits  as  he  sometimes  suspected  for  intoxication.] 

He  received  me  with  mucli  kiudness.  The  frag- 
nentf  of  our  first  conversation,  which  I  have  pre- 
mrcd,  arc  these:  I  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  a 
conversation  with  me,  had  dlj*tinguished  Pope  and 
Dr>'deu  thus: — "Pope  drives  a  handsome  chariot, 
with  a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags ;  Dryden  a  coach, 

{A*  B««««B  ^oa  oot  coninMlkt  this  tUUcmcnt,  It  must  be  prwimefl  to  be 
t^mii  i»  tltcrdAfcaidniUtcil  iiiin  ihvtckti  Lul  l[  will  tMkCCii  thfti,  toMBj  yum 
■  dbiif  «m1  even  mhcn  Ubitunn);  ui)dcr  hi*  laiit  (Mai  illi>t«9s  Jnhnuin  hsd  mdm 
alarikowt  the  UKiofcpium.  PoIujm,  IT  vc  are  to  give  credit  to  Hawtcim'i 
nda,  ibac  iMr  Kruplis  mar  have  arnen  (lam  )il«  liaviiif;  fomwiljr  Diade 
1 6«aaMU  UM  of  ihb  ftadmoing  paUiaiivc — Ed.  ) 
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TV  ttpfii  axt,  t/ic  itgvrtixiHg  Ttkttl^ 
ZoA'c't  iuMi  crottH,  and  Itutnirn't  bed  o/sted. 
To  nieo  ranutc  from  povcr,  but  rvdy  known, 
Loire  rcMon,  fidth,  anil  ooiMcicoc«,  >U  our  own." 

He  added,  "These  are  all  of  which  I  can  be  sure." 
They  bear  a  small  proportion  to  the  whole,  which 
coo&ists   uf  four   hundred    and    thirty-eight  verses, 
ith,  in  the  conplet  which  he  inserted ',  men- 


I 


Mire  as  a  person  well  known,  and  superficial 
Kadent  have  passed  it  over  quite  smoothly ;  while 
tfaofie  of  more  attention  have  been  as  much  [wrjilexetl 
by  Ijuke  as  by  Lydiat^  in  "  The  Vanity  of  Human 
WMies."  The  tr\ilh  is,  that  Goldsmith  liimself  was 
in  a  mistake.  In  the  **  Re/tpuhlica  Hun^triea" 
Qaerc  is  an  account  of  a  desjwrate  rebellion  in  the 
Tear  1514^  headed  by  two  brothers,  of  the  name  of 
ZecSt,  George  and  Luke."  When  it  was  quelled, 
GtoTffe,  not  Liuke^  was  punished  by  hiK  head  being 
encircled  with  a  red  hot-iron  crown :  *'  corotui  can- 
detcenfe  ferrea  corouatur,^*  The  same  severity  of 
torture  was  exercised  on  the  Earl  of  Athol,  one  of 
the  murderers  of  King  James  I.  of  Scotland'. 

Dr.  Johnson  at  the  same  time  favoured  me  by 
marking  the  lines  which  he  furnished  to  Goldsmith's 
"Deserted  Village,"  which  are  only  the  last  four: 

**  That  trade's  proud  empire  hwtcs  \o  swift  dcoij, 
Ab  occwi  ■wrcps  thv  Utioiir'ij  mole  swny  j 
While  Mlf^lqicndctil  power  »n  limc  dcfjr, 
A>  rodu  Rsist  itw  blUowB  and  the  aky." 

Talking  of  education,  "  People  have  nowadays 
fsaid  he)  got  a  strange  opinion  that  every  thing  should 
be  taught  by  lectures.     Now,  I  cannot  see  that  lec- 

•  [Tllis  it  •  Mraogv  "mvj  of  gpcalung  oflhe  linn  nf on  aulhoi  tn  hu  cva  poan 
liiliiwm'i  *rTr  ralluT  the  iBtrrttHH ;  aitil  it  must  be  ubiHTvccI  that  they  A»u!d 

<mJj  httn  been  Alimtioru  of,  or  tulmitiitioob  for  othci  Itnco,  convevinK,  though 
ftaatft  ui  Uaa  effective  Uo^iufte,  the  same  or  BiinUur  NetiiiuienttL — Ktj.l 

*  Oa  the  trtm  cnvn,  ace  Mr.  .Sicc-vi'ns'g  note  7>  <">  act  iv.  •orai-  i.  of  Itkhvd 
ItL  II  ititau  to  be  alluded  to  in  Alactx-th,  act  ir.  iccnc  i. :  "  Thf  aown  doe* 
Mr.**  Ac.      I^  >l>o  Govgi**»  Camden^  vol.  lil.  \i.  3!K>.~-Bi.AK,F.wjtY. 
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vised  ine  against  being  a  lawyer,  because  I  should  be 
excelled  by  plodding  blockheads.  Johnson.  "  Wliy, 
sir,  in  the  fonnulary  and  statutory  part  of  law,  a 
plodding  blockhead  may  excel ;  but  in  the  ingenioua 
and  rational  part  of  it,  a  plodding  blockhead  can  never 
excel." 

I  talked  of  the  mode  adoptfd  by  some  to  ri.se  in  the 
world,  by  courting  great  men  S  and  asked  him  whether 
he  had  ever  submitted  to  it.  Johnson.  "Why,  air, 
I  never  was  near  enoiigb  to  great  men,  to  court  them. 
You  may  be  prudently  attached  to  great  men,  and 
yet  independent.  You  are  not  to  do  what  you  think 
wrong ;  and,  sir,  you  are  to  calculate,  and  not  pay 
too  dear  for  what  you  get.  You  must  not  give  a 
shilling's  worth  of  court  for  sixpence  worth  of  good. 
But  if  you  can  get  a  shilling's  wortli  of  good  for  six- 
|)ence  worth  of  court,  you  are  a  fool  if  you  do  not 
pay  court.  ■" 

lie  said,  "If  convents  should  be  allowed  at  all, 
they  should  only  be  retreats  for  ])crsons  unable  tof 
serve  the  publick,  or  who  have  served  it.  It  is  our 
first  duty  to  serve  society " ;  and  after  we  have  done 
that,  we  may  attend  wholly  to  the  salvation  of  our 
own  souls.  A  youthful  passion  for  abstracted  de- 
votion should  not  be  encouniged." 

I  introduced  the  subject  of  second  sight,  and  other 

•  t8ee  Mite.,  vol.  i.  p.  101- — Kn.]  ^ 

*  [This  nbiervntinn  Kns  given  olfrnn-,  sa  ir  it  Mrrmcil  lo  unction  the  pott. 
poDCnieiK  of  The  nrc  of  our  uilvaiion,  undl  wc  should  hhTc  pcrfomitd  kll  oui . 
Anlit*  to  society;  which  would  br,  in  fad,  an  adjournment  tine  dit  Rut  Dr. 
Johnson  vriu  talking  of  moniutu:  rrtticmcnt,  Ktid,  from  the  conteil.  u  well  at 
fnmi  Mm  own  jiractice,  it  in  clear  that  he  luusi  have  mcaot,  thai  lui  entire  iii~ 
tlKiftion  from  the  world,  and  an  eitlutix.'C  dMiicatinn  tu  rteluar  dcrotion,  was 
not  jii'itifialil'L-  ha  long  sa  »i\y  of  ourduiica  to  society  were  unptTfanriecl.  Hbhop 
Taylor,  who  will  tut  bemu^ectcdof  vorUlioeaa,  hai  a  BentimdntnotdiMuiutar  : 
^'  If  our  youth  be  cha«te  aad  lenipcnue^  moderate  and  iTxluMrinuB,  prvicredbi^, 
throurii  a  prudent  and  wiliermanhnodi  to  t  rtligiounAA  age,  then  we  have  lived 
our  whole  nuiation,  and  kh^U  ni-vcr  die." — Hoiy  Dyit*f!,  c.i.  a.  3.  Neither  the 
bishop  nor  Dr.  Johnaon  could  mean  that  tjtmtk  and  fnanhwA  sliould  not  fv  re* 
ligiOMt,  but  that  they  ahould  not  be  religions  to  the  ercltiiion  of  tl>c  social  duliei 
of  iiulDaUT,  prudence,  Icz-  Sec  po»t,  Idtb  August,  177^1  where  JohnuMi  i|UuCei 
from  Hcsiod,  a  line  whSrh  BisWp  Taylor  hiul  {iroliatily  iii  hU  iriml^Ki^] 
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mysteEioas  manifestations ;  the  fulfilment  of  which, 
1  suggested,  might  ha]i])en  by  cliaju'e.  JohksON. 
•'  Yea,  sir,  but  they  have  happened  so  often  ',  that 
— nkind  have  agreed  to  think  them  not  fortuitous." 
I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  I  had  seen  in 
Corsira,  and  of  my  inteiiliun  to  publish  an  account  of 
it.  He  encouraged  me  by  saying,  "  You  cannot  go 
to  ihe  bottom  of  the  subject ;  but  all  that  you  tell  us 
iriU  be  new  to  us.  Give  us  as  many  anecdotes  as  you 
■  caa." 

M  OiJLf  next  meeting  at  the  Mitre  was  on  Saturday 
^■H^  25th  of  February,  when  I  presented  to  him  my 
■mJ  and  most  intimate  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple, 
ihcu  of  Cambridge.  I  having  mentioned  tiiat  1  Imd 
pueed  some  time  with  Rousseau  in  his  wild  retreat, 
uid  having  quoted  some  remark  made  by  Mr.  Wilkes, 
lilh  whom  I  had  spent  many  pleasant  hours  in  Italy, 
Johu.son  said  (sarca.stically),  "  It  seems,  sir,  you  have 
kept  very  good  company  abroad,  Rousseau  and  Wilkes  !'* 
Thiakiug  it  enough  to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  said 
lothiug  as  to  my  gay  friend,  but  answered  with  a 
HBile,  '*  My  dear  sir,  you  don't  call  Rousseau  bad 
oompauy.  Do  you  really  think  /dm  a  bad  man  ?" 
Johnson.  *'  Sir,  if  you  are  talking  jestingly  of  this, 
t  talk  with  you.  If  you  mean  to  be  serious,  I 
hiju  one  of  the  worst  of  men  ;  a  rascal,  who 
mght  to  be  himted  out  of  society,  as  he  has  been. 
Three  or  four  nations  have  expelled  him:  and  it  is  a 
«lisnie  that  he  is  protected  in  this  country,"  Boswell. 
"  I  don't  deny,  sir,  but  that  his  novel  *  may,  perhaps, 
do  haxiu  ;  but  I  cannot  think  his  intention  was  bad." 

^  |Tk*  Ihrt  wsM  fMihts-  to  be,  tlwt  Ihef  hare  hap^usl  %o  tidatn  th»i  (liow. 
««r  vacial  t^perttUiam  xn^j  bc>  tlicrc  doca  not  ttcin  to  be  on  rrirnrd  in  ihc  ptu- 
I^H«a«7  ^  the  voild.  QOc  lii^k  wdl  Auihtnticnted  inotEDDc  of  »ach  s  muii- 
laMiai»-KH  one  uidi  itMUnce  m  ouuld  commund  ihv  fuil  belief  of  ntioful 
■^  AhhMnfa  Vt.  Johnson  graetally  kued  to  tlio  su]>crMitiou»  sidr  of  (his 
fMMia,  it  wul  b«  KCD  thai  tic  occuiwiallf  took  a  dificicnt  anil  tnorc  rational 
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Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  will  not  do.  We  cannot  prove 
auy  man's  intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  shoot  a  man 
tlirough  the  head,  and  say  you  intended  to  miss  him ; 
but  the  judge  will  order  yuu  to  be  hanged.  An 
alleged  want  of  intention,  when  evil  is  committed, 
will  not  be  allowed  iii  a  court  of  justice.  Rousseau, 
sir,  is  a  very  l»ad  man.  I  would  sooner  sign  a  sentence 
for  his  transportation,  than  that  of  any  fehm  who  has 
gone  from  the  Old  Bailey  these  many  years.  Yea,  I 
should  like  to  have  him  work  in  the  plantations." 
BosM'ELL.  **  Sir,  do  yuu  think  him  as  bad  a  man  as 
Voltaire?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  it  is  difficult  t 
settle  the  proportion  of  iniquity  between  them." 

This  violence  seemed  very  strange  to  me,  who  ha 
read  many  of  Rousseau's  animated  writings  with 
pleasure,  and  even  edification ;  had  been  much  pi 
with  his  society,  and  was  just  come  from  the  Continent, 
where  he  was  very  generally  admired.      Nor  can  I  yet 
allow  that  he  deserves  the  very  severe  censure  whichj 
Johnson  pronounced  upon  him.  His  absurd  preferen 
of  savage  to  civilized  life,  and  other  singularities,  a 
proofs  rather  of  a  defect  in  his  understanding,  than 
any  depravity  in  his  heart  '.     And  notwithstanding 
the  imfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy  me 
have  expressed  of  his  **  Profegxion  fie  J^oi  dtt  f^cmr\ 
Savot/ard"  I  cannot  help  adminng  it  as  the  i>erform 
ance  of  a  man  full  of  sincere  reverential  submissio: 
to  Divine  Mystery,   though  beset  with   ix*rplexin, 
doubts:  a  state  of  mind  to  be  viewed  with  pity  rath 
than  with  anger. 

On  his  favourite  subject  of  subordination,  Johnsoi 
said,   "  So  far  is  it  from  being  true  that  men  are  na- 


■  [TIm  Coiff^oHt  of  this  oilsmblc  tnui  hod  noi  been  tt  thii  dmo  publiahcd. 
If  W<  on  to  admit  Mr.  UoswcU'b  dUtitif^tinn  beiwnn  the-  umUrttuniiing  oriil  the 
htatl,  it  wwild  «CMii  tliat  his  ju(l|;tnait  on  thl>  point  nhoiild  be  rcv«nvd,  for 
Uwuwewt'H  un<l<;rkUUMilng  wbn  i>ound  cuough  wiieii  the  folly  ftiid  luTpilude  of  j 
Ilia  hniM  did  not  dlaordt-t  it.~Kn  1  ' 
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tuYmlly  equal,  that  no  two  people  can  Iw  half  an  hour 
tqgelher.  hut  one  shall  acquire  an  evident  superiority 
Ofw  the  other  '." 

I  mentioned  the  advice  given  us  by  philosopliers, 
to  console  ourselves,  when  distressed  or  embarrassed, 
Igr  thinking  of  those  who  are  in  a  worse  situation 
t2um  iiurselves.  This,  I  observed,  could  not  apply  to 
iI1«  for  there  must  be  some  who  have  nobtnly  worse 
than  they  are.  Johnson.  **  Why,  to  be  sure,  sir, 
there  are;  but  they  don't  know  it.  There  is  no  being 
to  poor  and  so  contemptible,  who  does  not  think  there 
is  somtbody  still  poorer,  ancl  still  more  contemptible." 
As  my  stay  in  London  at  this  time  was  ver}-  short, 
I  bad  not  many  opportunities  of  being  with  Dr.  John- 
»n ;  but  I  felt  my  veneration  for  him  in  no  degree 
loKned,  by  my  having  seen  muiti/nnn  hontinHin  mores 
et  urbes.  On  the  contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power 
to  compare  him  with  many  of  the  most  cekbratcd 
persons  of  other  countries,  my  .idmiration  of  his  ex- 
trsordiDar}*  mind  was  increased  and  confirmed. 

TTjc  roughness,  indeed,  which  sometimes  appeared 
in  his  manners,  was  more  striking  to  me  now,  from 
tuv  having  been  accustomeil  to  the  stiulied  smooth 
cwnplying  habits  of  the  Continent ;  and  I  clearly  le- 
CDgnlsed  in  hint,  not  without  respect  for  hin  honest 
eooacientious  zeal,  the  same  indignant  and  sarcastical 
■ode  of  treating  every  attempt  to  uuhiuge  or  weaken 
pwd  principles. 

One  evening,  when  a  young  gentleman  teased  him 
with  an  account  of  the  infidelity  of  his  servant,  who, 
be  said,  would  not  believe  the  scriptures,  because  he 
amid  not  read  them  in  the  original  tongues,  and  lie 

'  (Xv  MtMalM  Vtf  cTer  f{<^^l^'i  'i  terai*  at  in  sulmtuni^  than  that  which 
^hn*  Ac  •MfKra/  rjuaHiv  of  manlund.  •'^len,  on  the  conttAry,  axv  bom  k>  very 
■■^ut  In  upadticfl  oad  powers,  aientkl  and  corporcAl.  tluc  t(  requltci  Ikws 
mA  ihs  iiiillniliiwii  nf  dvil  «oni.-ty  tit  bpnf,  tlk-ni  \a  a  »!ute  Cif  murat  njuality. 
tmti  itjmmMvf  ttni  i».  e<iD&ltif  in  pmpcrtrf  pown,  r.\Ttlt,  mvA  r<i>pt-ci — if  ii 
■wt  gii»Tu1<wi»lT  est*t>lii>hr<l.  could  not  msiintain  iis  Ifii  wnk. — V.t>.\ 
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sure  that  they  were  not  invented  :  "  Why,  foolish 
fellow,"  saiil  Jolinson,  "  has  he  any  better  authority 
for  almost  evury  thing  that  he  heHeves?"  BosWKl.l.. 
"  Then  the  vulgar,  sir,  never  can  know  they  are  right, 
but  must  submit  themselves  to  the  learned."  John- 
son. "To  he  sure,  air.  The  vulgar  are  the  children 
of  the  state,  and  must  be  tauglit  like  children." 
BoswELi..  "Then,  sir,  a  poor  Turk  must  be  a  ■ 
Mahometan,  just  as  a  poor  Englishman  must  be  a 
Christian?"  Johnson.  "Why,  yes,  sir;  and  what 
then?  This  now  is  such  stuff'  as  J  used  to  talk  to 
my  mother,  when  I  first  began  to  think  myself  a 
clever  fellow  ;  and  she  ought  to  have  vphipt  mc  for 
it," 

Another  evening  Dr.  Goldsmith  and  I  called  on 
him,  with  the  hope  of  prevailing  on  him  to  sup  with 
us  at  the  Miti'c.  We  found  liiin  indis{>used,  and  re- 
solved not  to  go  abroad.  "  Come  then,"  said  Gold- 
smith, "  we  will  not  go  to  the  Mitre  to-night,  since 
we  eaunot  have  the  hig^  man  •  with  us."  Johnson  then 
called  for  a  l)oUle  of  port,  of  which  Ooldsjuith  and  I 
l)artook,  while  our  friend,  now  a  water  drinker,  sat 
by  us.  Goldsmith,  "  I  think,  Mr.  Johnson,  you 
don't  go  near  the  theatres  now.  You  give  yourself  no 
more  concern  about  a  new  play,  than  if  you  had  never 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  stage."  Johnson. 
"Why,  sir,  our  tastes  greatly  alter.  The  lad  does 
not  care  for  the  child's  rattle,  and  the  old  man  does 


I 

I 

I 


>  (It may  )K»uMpectcil  ihitUr.  Johiwoncdlnf  thii,  " childiih  ttiif."  tometrhti 
hasUly.and  from  a  deaire  of  ovadinu  choubjeci;  fur,  nni!niil)t,  t)ie  |irirnt>le  in- 
volmt  in  Mr.  ]{(n«i;l]'it  in<{iimrs  n  oitr  lit'  v.rj  liish  mipnnBRicc,  and  of  very 
(^Tcnt  difficuli)- — iIitfJcuU]r«)  f^rcjt,  thai  Johnson  Tiiiculf,  [hou){h,  indeed  (a.* 
weslull  »cf.  poit,  "Jlh  M»y,  177'0'  «nnieliinw  Inl  in  uJk  K-iiounly,  nnd  cVm 
wanrily  an  the  Milijcct,  MTtna  utiftblc  to  maiiiMln  ihe  full  extent  of  lih  pHnclptia 
br  ootid  rcnua,  and  thncfore  codi  the  dlKauioii  either  by  ridicule  or  TioleiiOL 
-En.l 

•  ITncie  two  liiilc  w«mU  iiwy  bp  obtfrrcd  ii»  iriftrkii  of  Mr.  HosirtU's  ac- 
curncy  fn  Tcpodlni;  the  txprtiftiont  ft  hia  peru>i^nf!eii.  H  i»  n  jix-uUr  IrUh 
pltnuc,  vhkli.  of  ail  Johiuoirn  Ar(|iiiiinlnii««,  nn  nn,;  [imkihly,  liiil  (ioMMnilh 
roirW  Hbtc  ii*«l, — Kit- 1 
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DOtcarefortheyoungman'sproetitute,"  Goldsmith. 
"Nay*  sir;  but  your  Must*  was  not  a  prostitute," 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  do  not  tliink  she  was.  liut  as 
we  ad\']iiice  in  the  journey  of  life  we  drop  some  of  the 
things  which  have  pleased  ua ;  whether  it  be  that  we 
ipe  fatigued  and  don't  clioose  to  carry  so  many  things 
my  fiirther,  or  that  we  find  other  tilings  which  we 
like  better."  Bosweli..  "  But,  sir,  why  don't  you 
^veus  something  in  eorae  other  way  ?"  Goldsmith. 
"At,  iir,  we  have  a  claim  upon  you."  Johnsox. 
^Ko,  sir,  1  am  not  obliged  to  do  any  more.  No  man 
ii  obliged  to  do  as  nmch  as  he  can  do.  A  man  is  to 
hire  part  of  his  life  to  himself.  If  a  soldier  has  fought 
a  good  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be  blamed  if 
Ik  retires  to  ease  and  tramjuillity.  A  physidaUj 
who  has  practised  long  in  a  great  city,  may  be  ex- 
(Hied,  if  he  retires  to  a  small  town,  and  takes  less 
pmrtice.  Now,  sir,  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  con- 
rcrsatiun  liears  the  sniiie  proportion  to  the  good  I  can 
do  by  my  writings,  that  the  practice  of  a  physician, 
retired  to  a  small  town,  does  to  his  practice  in  a  great 
city."  JJoswELi,.  '*  But  I  wonder,  sir,  you  have  not 
morv  pleasure  in  writing  than  in  not  writing."  John- 
WS.  "  Sir,  you  M«y  wonder  T 

He  talked  of  making  verses,  and  observed,  "  The 
gleat  difficulty  is,  to  know  when  you  have  made  good 
«Ka.  Mlien  composing,  I  have  generally  had  then) 
in  my  mind,  jK'rhaps  fifty  at  a  time,  walking  up  and 
down  iu  my  room,  and  then  1  have  written  them 
donm,  aud  often,  from  laziness,  have  w  ritten  only  half 
Unea.  I  have  written  a  hundred  linefl  in  a  day.  I 
femctnber  I  \vrote  a  hundred  lines  of  *  Tlie  Vanity  of 

lfn»  b  Ktotbo-uimting  tnit  of  Sfr.DwweU'sBCcuruy  UiAbtmneJbi.  Cut 
mf  Alu  be  OMJn  comic  than  JnhnntnV  nffci-taiion  tif  ^luiKntn-ily,  cvm  tii  thir 
4^«  •rvappownK  tli.-U  Drnwoll  wokiUI  rot  dan-  lo  wotmIit  withmii  hit  ft|>ccial 
MMtMl,  MiB  the  iefttmte  with  which  IloawcU  rcCKivea  ».-)d  rcconU  luch  gra- 
oMi  Miiikjfimtnn  ? — E  u.] 
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Human  Wishes*  in  a  day.     Doctor  (tnriiingf  to  Go 
smith),  1  am  not  quite  idle;  I  made  one  line  t'other 
day:  but  I  made  no  more."     Golosmitu.  "  Let  ii 
hear  it ;  we  11  put  a  bad  one  to  it."     Johnson.  "  N< 
sir,  I  have  forgot  it." 

Such  specimens  of  the  easy  and  plnyfiil  conversa- 
tion of  tlie  great  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  are,  I  thiidc,  to 
be  prized;  as  exhibiting  the  little  varieties  of  a  mind^ 
so  enlarged  and  so  powerful  when  objects  of  conse- 
quence required  its  exertions,  and  as  giving  us  a 
minute  knowledge  of  his  character  and  modes  of 
thinking. 

"TO  BENNET  LANOTON.  ESQ.  AT  l-ANOTON. 

*'  JohrwonVoouri.  FIccUftiMt,  fhh  March,  I76B. 

*•  Dear  sib, — What  your  friends  luive  done,  timt  froni  your 
departure  till  now  nothing  haft  beon  heard  of  you,  none  of  us 
are  able  to  iiifumi  the  rt»t  -,   but  as  we  are  all  neglected  alike^H 
no  one  UiinltH  hiniiu^lf  entitit^l  to  the  privilege  of  eoinplaint.      ^H 

"  I  should  have  known  nothing  of  you  or  of  Langton,  from 
the  time  th«t  d«ir  Miss  Lnrgton '  left  us^  hud  not  I  met  Mr. 
Simpson,  of  Lincoln,  one  day  in  the  street,  by  whom  I  wsji  in- 
funned  tlmt  Mr.  Lunji^un,  yonr  nimiinia,  and  yourself,  hadbecnH 
all  ill,  bill  thiit  y(»u  «-cre  uU  recovered.  ^| 

"  That  Hickiiesii  should  suspend  your  correspondence,  I  did 
not  wonder  ;  but  hopetl  that  it  would  be  renewed  at  your  te^ 
covery. 

"  Since  you  will  not  inform  us  where  you  are,  or  how  yoj 
live,  I  know  not  whether  you  desire  to  know  any  thing  of  ni 
However,  I  will  tell  you  that  thb  cmtb  jiubsisLs  j  but  we  liavi 
the  loss  of  Burke's  company  since  he  has  been  engaged  iii  pub-^ 
lickbustne^^s^,  in  which  hehns  giiined  more  re]Mitation  th.in  per- 
haps any  man  at  his  (first)  apppjiranoe  evpr  gained  before.    Hflj 
made  two  speeches  in  the  house  for  repealing  the  stamp-ac 
wliich  were  publickly  r«>mniended  by  Mr.  l*itt,  and  have  tilU 
the  town  with  wonder. 

"  llurke  is  a  great  man  by  nature,  and  is  expected  soon 
attain  civil  greatness.    I  am  grov-n  greater  too,  for  I  have  mair 


•  (Mr.  I>an|(ton'H  cUlwi  rutcr. — En.) 

*  [Mt.  Uurkc  riuite  inio  parliainitil  i: 
KncKui,(hani.  in  ihc  ymr  \^^i^—V,l>.] 


ntU'r  i1)r  (iii>pini>  of  iht  St^num  at 
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newspapers  thfw:  many  weeks ' ;  and  what  is  grratcr 

riien  every  mitming  since  New-year"*  (Ujt,  at  about 

[egbt:  when  I  was  up,  I  have  indeed  done  but  little;  yet  it  is 

itigfat  advancement  to  obtain  Tor  so  inaity  hours  more  tlie 

NtooomneM  of  being 

*•  I  wi«h  you  were  in  my  new  study* ;  I  am  now  writing  the 
i^fini  Wcter  in  it.  I  think  it  looks  very  pffttj'  aliout  me. 
^fe  *]>jrer  is  constant  at  thk  club;  E^awkins  is  remiss;  I  am 
^Katora-  diligent.  Dr.  Nugent,  Dr  GotiUmith,  find  Mr.  Key. 
V  aBlda*  are  very  constant.  3Ir.  Lye  '  is  printing  iiis  Saxon  and 
n  Gothick  I>ictianary  :  all  tub  chVB  subscribes. 
I  "You  will  pay  my  respects  to  all  my  Lincolnshire  IVintds. 

I  am,  dear  air,  most  aHectioimtely  yours^     "  Sam.  JuiiNti>ON.'' 


••TO  BE.VNET  LANOTON,  ESQ.  AT  I-ANKTON. 

"  Jalu-.Kifi'B  cxnift,  FlcrUsiTccL,  IIHb  Mmy,  )7fl<>- 
^  De.%b  ^)u, — In  supposing  that  I  .should  lie  more  than  rom- 
tmly  affected  by  tlic  death  nP  Peregrine  Langton  *,  you  were 
■K  m»<lAken  ;  he  was  one  of  those  whom  I  loved  at  once  by 
i<inct  and  by  re-ison.  I  have  seldom  indulged  more  hope  of 
■y  thing  than  of  being  able  to  improve  our  acquaintance  to 
fiioidstup.  Many  a  time  have  I  placed  myself  again  at  Langton, 
■d  ima^tied  the  pleasure  with  which  I  should  walk  to  Partiiey  ^ 
B  a  aanuoer  morning  ;  but  this  is  no  longer  po>;ii)ble.  U't-  n)UJ>t 
owr  cDdeavoiir  to  preserve  what  is  left  us — his  example  ofpiety 
■id  econciiny.  I  hope  you  make  what  iitquiritts  you  can,  and 
vritr  down  what  is  told  you.  The  little  things  whidi  distinguieh 
dnMsdrfc  dlaraciers  are  soon  forgotten  :  if  you  delay  to  inquire, 
jan  will  have  no  information;  if  you  neglect  to  write,  informa- 
6oB  will  be  vain  ". 


'  [  Pn>b»blv  *idi  cridri^i*  on  hut  Sbakap<«r«. — Er>.  1 

*[Hr  rvfcT^  to  vmicntw  •rcooitnoiWtMWB  of  this  kind  in  ilic  pnjrrT cvni poMil 
'«  tnuii-'.-  ^'  ■  A/f  >(-(<««*,"  two  diiy»  picTioiK  to  iIk  ilstr  of  this  l-licT. 
fnmrft  mm  .,  lili — llAt.i..] 

>  I  U«kr.  ■■  I'-d.  in  the  hio^nhirul  Dictinnnry.  In  hivf  b.«n  bnrn 

Is  fTlM.  iwobably  (.y  ntbuikc  for  ItilM.  H«  wu  of  JUn  Uall.  A.  11.  in  17l(t. 
•J  A.  it-  in  IJSi.  Uv  pulilmltci)  ihe  Kiyi)H))D)tiruMi  Anttlimouiit  u(  Juniuii. 
KiCWMwari  i*  thkt  Rfi-nnliaabavc,  ilir  .^r^likSa^tm  mid  (M-thicUiciionary, 
I  he  had  (irH>bc(l,  vhI  it  •cctns  wii*  priniitii;.  I>ut  he  ti)<l  not  livt  u>  trv  the 
Us  di«il  in  \'iti^,  «Dd  th«  Uictiniutv  wu  |ioIi]i«Iim]  by  xlm  llev. 
dv»  Umaisi^  in  nT3-.ho.i 

*  Ms.  Ijsoston'M  uncle. 

■  Ab  plane  o'  rendetm  of  Mr.  Pengyii-ie  iMugton. 

*  Ur.  Lan^pon  did  not  dwrv^iml  ihi*  ToimMl,  but  wrote  the  following  scnmnf, 
W  ha*  been  plt—ed  to  coniiuuniutT  to  mt : 

■  ^W  I  ill  Mliililliii  of  iklr.  Frrrgniir  I.«iif|;i(ni  wen  iho^  lie  Itad  an  aiw 
arte  life  af  two  hundnd  pcnimlft  (ict  «i.iiiim.  He  midtd  in  ■  village  in 
Milfclifii  ;  the  rent  of  his  bou»e.  wiUi  two  or  three  •in&ll  licld«,  was  tweniy- 

VOL,    I). 


"  His  nrt  of  liCe  ci'rtAinly  deserves  to  be  known  nnd  studied. 
He  lived  in  plenty  and  clegiince  upon  an  income  which  to  many 

right  pounila  :  thit  county  he  lived  iti  wm  not  nitire  than  modaUeljr  chop :  Mt^^ 
funiW  conuftcd  of  a  »i«tei,  who  piildl  him  d{;hi«ii  poimcls  annuAlly  lor  her 
bnanl,  anil  n.  niece.  Tlie  senttutA  wan  two  niuidi,  and  two  men  In  lively.  UEf 
comnviin  way  o(  livings  ■!  hb  lablr,  wn  ihrrr  or  funr  (liiihni ;  the  apinirtenancca 
lu  hii  ublc  were  nekt  and  hundvouie ;  he  frctioenily  aicctrHim-d  compsny  at 
dinnrr,  nnd  then  hU  Uble  wai  wi-U  scived  wiih  as  many  dinhes  aa  were  usual  al 
the  tabta  of  iho  other  p,jni1niien  in  ihc  mi^liboLirlinod.  Ilt«  nwn  npjiraninre, 
u  to  daibcs,  waa  giUlcclly  uvai  and  fXiia.  He  had  always  d  pcMi-ctiaiw^  and 
kt-pi  three  hoiw». 

"  Sueh,  with  iht  irsinin-c*  I  have  tncntinmil.  wna  hi»  way  nf  living,  whirh  he 
did  noi  siilKt  to  employ  hb  whole  income;  Air  he  had  alwaya  a  sum  of  money 
lyini;  by  him  for  any  ex  train  J  i  nary  cxftnaet  lliat  luifibl  ariac.     Some  money  be 
put  into  the  sTocks ;  nl  )ii>-  dcnih,  the  sum  he  hail  ihrm  amotmltd  tti  nnr  htmdTvd^H 
aiu)  drty  pound*.     He  purchased  cut  of  lil>  liifome  hit  houiichold  fumttuK  nn4^| 
Uucii.iwT  wluth  latter  he  1uu}  a  vcr^'  ample  »U)re;  luid.  an  I  a>ii>  a^urvd  liy  ittose^' 
^l  had  very  pood  nicani  of  knowing,  not  K-ka  than  the  tenth  pan  of  his  income 
watt  act  anatt  for  rliarity :  at  tiw  linn:  o(  Ww,  di-ath,  tlic  aum  of  twenty 'Aw  |>ountta 
vai  found,  witli  u  dim,'[io:i  U>  he  ni^ployc^l  in  burh  u«tsi. 

"  lie  had  laid  clown  a  plan  of  hvirg  projKWtioncd  to  his  irromc,  and  did 
practise  any  exinuitilinary  dc);m-  of  paniiHony,  but  crdcavoiircil  iIiaI  fn 
nunily  there  aJuniltl  bv  plenty  without  waste.     Aa  an  ihsiancv  iltat  this  wm 
endeavour,  it  may  be  worib  while  to  mention  a  method  he  look  in  n.-;tuinting  it 
pn>per  allowance  of  male  liquor  to  be  drunk  in  his  f«]iitly.  that  thurr  uij^ht  ikii 
be  a  dcGciiiiry,  or  any  inti:in|K-ni:r  prolusion  : — I  >i)  a  cniii|>Uin(  niu:rli;  thai  hia 
tUowsOtiO  of  a  bogibcod  in  a  month  wil»  not  enough  for  hii  own  family,  he  or- 
(lend  thv  quantity  of  a  hof^shciuli  to  be-  put  into  baliW,  had  it  locked  up  from 
tlH'  WTvaiits,  and  disiribuieil  nul,  rreiy  dny,  eight  (]uart>,  which  ix  ttw  tj^nanlity 
each  day  at  one  hoj;:<khead  in  a  month  ;  and  told  ht^  acrvantv,  that  if  thai  did  not 
sufEcc,  Iiu  would  allow  them  mure;  but,  bj'  thia  method,  it  npjirafetl  at  otKC 
tlut  (he  allitwjnre  vriu  tmidi  niotv  than  nufficieni  fur  ht«  tmall  fiiniily  ;  and  ihia 
proved  a  clear  conviction,  that  could  not  be  answered,  and  uvi^  all  future  di* 
putc;     He  waa,  in  (^ntnal,  vny  dilintendy  and  purkctually  aiienilvd  and  obcyi 
by  hii  »ctviuits:  he  wa*  very  considerate  as  la  thi-  injunctinn*  hi- gave, 
explained  ihcw  distinctly ;  and,  at  their  firai  coming  to  hli  teirtce^  Mt«dQy 
actetl  a  elo«c  compliance  with  ibem,  without  any  icuiiaaioni  and  the  «svi 
liticlin){  this  to  be  the  ca»e,  >>o»n  gnit  babiiually  Bccustomcd  to  the  practlGe 
their  bnsincas,  and  then  very  little  further  attention  waa  n«ccuary.     On  ixiraor. 
dituiy  inslanocA  of  t^ood  behaviour,  or  diti^-nt  Mrficv,  he  wait  not  wanting  in 
panlrular  mrouraKcinenCa  aiul  preacnti  abnve  their  wages  :  it  is  ttntarkivble  th. 
ho  would  permit  their  relations  to  viiit  thcui,  and  stay  at  hia  house  tw<j  or  i' 
tiays  at  a  time. 

"  The  wonder,  with  most  that  htar  an  a^^oiuil  of  hi*  eoonomy,  wiEl  he,  hoar 
he  w«»  able,  with  such  an  income,  to  do  »o  miieh,  esprcially  when  it  is  cm 
dned  that  be  paid  for  every  thir.jt  he  had.     lie  hod.  n<^  land,  except  the  two 
throe  small  Bad*  which  I  hare  said  he  tented  t  and,  itutead  of  gainii%any  ihii 
by  their  produce,  I  have  mstin  to  think  he  lust  by  ilinn  :  however,  Ihey  I 
nbhed  him  widi  no  further  uMiatance  towards  hii  housekeeping  than  giau  lor 
hones  (not  hay,  for  that  1  know  he  boa);]tt).  and  for  twf>  rows.     Kvery  Mond 
morrdng  he  seltlMi  \m  fainily  arcnunts  hihL  so  kept  up  a  ojnMani  aiitiition 
the  conltntng  his  cx)icn»ca  wiihtii  hia  income ;  and  to  no  it  mow  exactly,  A| 
pared  thmc  expenses  with  a  eompuiatlun  h.-  Iiad  w.>u\e,  luiw  much  ibnt  U 
would  a0unl  htm  every  w«k  ntii!  day  of  ihc  year.  4)neorhi9  economiea]  pni 
wiiK,  as  SUUI1  a*  any  repair  waa  waotiag  In  or  absut  llis  bouie.  to  have  it  imin. 
dlatdy  performed.     \vhcD  ht  bad  money  tospara,  he  i^irae  lo  lay  in  a  pmriaina 
of  lintn  or  diiihei,  it  any  other  ncei-vsariiii :  as  then,  he  aaid.  He  otihl  afford  tU 
whicli  ho  mi(iht  not  be  to  wrtl  able  to  do  when  the  arlual  want  came  ;  in  con>- 
KqitWCQ  of  which  iui.llnid  lie  had  a  eimsifleraldc  supply  of  rteccKMry  arlicli 
lylBg  by  him,  bcsidr  what  waa  in  use. 
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lOuU  appear  indigent,  nnd  to  nivst  scanty.  How  lie  lived, 
liMicfore^  cTcr}'  man  has  an  interest  in  knowing,  liis  death,  I 
iufCf  vas  peaceful ;  !t  was  iiiirely  happy. 

"  I  wwh   I  Had  written  sooner,  lest,  writin;^  now,  I  should 
mr«  your  grJcf ;  hut  I  would  not  forbt-ar  living  what  I  h.avs 


**  This  loBS  is,  I  hope,  the  only  mutfcirtunr  of'a  family  tn  wlioni 
MinJsfurtuii«  at  all  ?>hould  h:ip|Ki>,  if  my  wJsht-s  could  avert  it. 
Itft  Bw>  know  how  you  nil  go  on.  Has  Air.  Langton  got  hhii 
ifcr  littler  horse  that  I  recommended  ?  It  would  do  him  good  to 
M«  abwtt  his  rstate  in  6ne  weather. 

"  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  lira.  Langton,  and 
I*  dnr  Aliss  Langton,  and  ^Iii>s  Di,  and  M'tas  Juliet,  and  to 
mfj  body  else. 

"Thk  cl-l-b  holds  very  well  together.  Monday  is  my  night  '. 
1  RKitinar  to  rise  tolerably  well,  and  read  more  than  I  did.  I 
kipe  MHBCtfaing  will  yet  come  on  It,  1  am,  itir,  your  most  af- 
Ke  aervaiit,  "  Sam.  Johnson." 


After  I  had  been  some  tiiiiL*  in  Scotland,  I  nieii- 
tiooed  to  liiin  in  a  letter  that  "  On  my  first  retnni  to 
BT  native  countr)%  after  some  years  of  absence,  I  was 
Idtd  of  a  vaKt  number  of  my  acquaintance  who  were 


*  Boc  the  inaia  |vrticuUr  Uuit  (ntiiK  to  have  vniblcd  him  to  do  to  much  with 
kM  H*t— It*,  wwt.  iTui  he  pakl  far  everj  ihtng  m  mwo  v  he  h>d  It,  cxorpt  Nlrnir 
•tA  *«3«  cvirrtnt  ■«mitil«.  hucli  lU  nnt  tor  ttii  Imuw,  niiJ  ivrvanU'  wugei;  nnd 
^m  W  fakl  at  ihv  Mated  iim<%  wiih  the  uutio»t  exactnca*.  He  pirc  notice  to 
te  taA  iiiiin  of  tht  DdgbbouriD);  tnaricet-town*  that  they  ithoiilil  ro  ltm\;ct 
ha*  kit  cnatont.  iTUiiy  let  wiy  ofhiA  aerrauls  have  «ny  thiiifc  witlioui  ihcir 
fi^wf  Car  it.  Tbti»  he  put  it  out  of  hi*  poirrr  to  commit  those  impnidtnciii  to 
fliikdk  Otauc  an;  li»t'1e  ihiil  tirfrt  their  pAyntmU  bjr (iain>[  ihrirmonc-y  Mini.- other 
Of  ilun  •hrtt:  It  (wpht  to  |ta  And  wlwtntr  tiwtic;  nc  hitd  by  htTn.  he  knew 
As  it  «aa  not  detH«niled  clwwhcn,  but  thai  he  mi^l  ufely  aiiiilo)-  i(  u*  ht; 

*  Bift  aomplc  wu  confiDed,  bjr  Um  MquatciMl  place  ot  hia  ■bode  to  tlic  ob- 
OTiatfaa  of  few.  ihough  hi*  prudenoe  aivd  riniu*  would  hnvi'  mmV  iL  I'nlunbk 
•  ■■  wW  owld  hati*  known  it.  ThcM  ftrw  pAnicuiiuv.  which  I  knew  niytclf. 
« katv  oibcainttl  from  thoie  who  livnl  with  hirru  mar  aUbcd  htaimrituii,  iind  be 

to  tU*(  wbe  ut  of  liriag,  which  }u!  ta  Kuixccilully  ptaclUciL"^ 
rCLL.      [Will)   nil  our  nspcct  tor  Mr.  Bcnnt'i  l>nj)gion'!i  wknowli-d|[cd 
'  far  mccaxucy  and  rcncity,  there  seoma  wnDcUiiiu,  io  the  fon^ing  re- 
l«t*lf  iB«atiipichen«ible — a  hmise,  a  good  (aldi^  JVequtnt  company, 
(l*o  of  them  nun  in  hvciy ),  n  ri^age  srnl  ihrvi-  hortn  oo  2Wtl.  ■ 
Beoanmy  and  ready  money  p-iyoieitis  wilt  Ao  mnch  to  dimiTiitih  current 
bat  wmt  cfTect  nn  iht-y  h.ivc  had  on  miL,  tsxc^,  wagt!^  and  oiher 
thiKTgti^of  m  respect Bb1o<lo<nc^tic  mabli«hmmi?— Ki>.] 
•or  kb  bdiqc  hi  the  duh  of  the  Liumry  Club,  which  st  thi>  time  met  once 
••■ftih  ibccraoioit*— BovwcLt..   ('riiciiay  wu  hmhi  afitti  diMificd  Ui  FrM^y. 
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all  gone  to  the  land  of  forget  fulness,  and  I  fotmd 
myself  like  a  man  stalking  over  a  field  of  battle,  who 
evfry  moment  perceives  some  one  lying  dead."  I 
complained  uf  irresolution,  and  mentioned  my  having 
made  a  vow  as  a  security  for  gowl  conduet.  I  wrote  to 
him  again  without  being  able  to  move  his  indolence: 
nor  did  I  hear  from  him  till  he  had  received  a  copy 
of  my  inaugural  Exercise,  or  Thesis  in  Civil  Law, 
which  I  published  at  my  admission  as  an  advocate,  as 
h  the  custoui  in  Scotland.  He  then  wrote  to  me  as 
follows : 

«'TO  JAMES  BOSWELL.  ESQ 

''  l.ondfln,  2lBt  Aufni*^  1106. 

"  Dkar  sir, — The  reception  of  yoiir  Thefii«  put  me  in  mit 
of  my  debt  to  you.    Why  did  you   ••     •     "     •     "'.I  wil 
punish  you  for  it,  hy  telling  you  that  your  Lniin  wants  correol 
tion^.     In  the  be-ginniuf;,  Spei  altera,  not  to  urge  that  it  ehould* 
hcprim<c,\»  not  grnnini.ttic«l ;  oft frar  should  hv  aileri.     In  the 
next  line  you  seem  to  use  gemis  ahsohiiely,  for  what  we  call 
/amU;/,  tliat  is,  for  iiiustriouF  cTlraclian,  I  duubt  without  authc 
ritv.     liuminfs  tuttl'ius  or'tgiats^  for  nullis   arti  mtjjurihug,  or  null 
loco  nati,  is,  hh  I  ani  afniid,  barbarcnut^. — Ruddimaii  is  dead'. 

*•  I  have  now  vexed  yon  pnoiigh,  and  will  try  to  plea»e  you. 
Your  reaolution  to  obey  your   fatlier  I  sincerely  approve ;  hi 
do  not  iiccustom   yourself  to  enchain  your  volatility  by  vow»d 
they  will  gometinie  leave  a  thorn  in  your  mind,  which  you  wiUJ 
ptrhapts,  never  be  able  to  extract  or  eject.    Take  this  warning  u 
it  is  of  great  iniportance. 

"The  study  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  justly  term  it. 


>  TliB  l>asMg«  oniiiiail  &niiilud  to  %  privAU  tnnMKtian. — BokWELL. 
*Thi^  r>-n«inr  of  my  l<4[in  n-Utn   to  ihfr  dittiralinm,  which  vn«  us  fnllvwil 

*'  V'iro  nDbiIi*i)ino  ontAtiuitno,  Joanni,  Vtcccotnfci  MnunintaArt.  ktiria  cdlv] 
R^i^iin,  I'XCclw  fknniUff  dc  Iliitf  tpai  altfra- ,-  Ubcnie  Accuin,  i|iiuiii  boii)ini»  Muk.j 
ttat  orlf^htU  gfTiUM  irqUBrv  Opibtm  aggredinutur,  lampiinis  nntii^ui  fI  iliutt: ' 
urmii.'r  mctnori,  nuklium  ifilcfHloreRi  Tiruiiibus  atiftcnti:  »d  pnbUaa 
coiiiiiiK  jam  Icgs'o ;  In  optimatiuna  tcto  niftgas  Briuimiir  Mn«iu,  jtiru 
diiari'i,  nltm  cnii»«*nrii :   vim  ItMitaiti  VBria  dnctrinii  (Drfnrn>»cnw,  nre 
vcttditatttr,  prmUio;  jtritcJi  Mf,  animo  libfrrinio,  «i  Riorum  clfganda  u 
ia  lulue  viaitaods  ltin«n>  locio  kuo  honorati<i»iuit(>,  h«j>rc  jiirispnidcrtuei 
ntitias  dntnctiKmiim  aroicitin;  et  iibKirtuttiir,  moRuinirniuni,  D.  I).  C'  Q-  Ji 
bu*  Boawell.*'— Bo5wr.i.t. 

>  [He  ti,\t  HnddlfH^iti  (.i^teat  gnmrnirian)  ■>  dead^Ja  in  fttmiCTduys  U' 
wktfhal  Priician'M  fitad  va»  biitkrir.     hiiddiman,  who  wai  bom  in  1044, 
dM  In  17S7-    See  <ra/r,  vol  I  p.  187 Ed] 
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} ;  And  in  adding;  your  nanie  to  iu  professors, 
y  what  I  always  wUlied,  when  I  wished 
ym  bat,  I  hupe  that  you  will  cuntirnie  to  piirsiic  it  vif^arouitly 
wd  cofUCantlv.  You  gain,  .it  \eaxt,  what  v^  nn  small  a(lvA|]^1J;{e, 
scnritjr  (rran  thofie  trouble^imt;  and  wearisome  discontentit, 
•hid)  «r«  always  obtnuHng  themwlve^  upon  a  mind  vacant, 
■■nplujctl,  and  undetermined. 

**  Yon  fNight  to  think  it  no  m\ni\  inducxMnent  lo  dilifceiice  and 
pnrrerance,  that  tliey  will  please  your  father.  We  all  live 
nym  the  hope  of  pleiuing  »otuebody ,  and  tliv  pleasure  of  pleasing 
s^hc  to  be  greatest,  and  at  last  always  will  be  grenteft,  when 
okr  mdeairoan  are  exerted  in  consequence  of  uur  duty. 

"Life  is  not  long,  and  ttio  much  of  it  niU!>t  not  piis$  in  idW 
Afilllillliiili  how  it  Hhall  be  spent:  il ('liberation,  which  tlio^c 
«1m>  br^in  it  by  prudence,  and  continue  it  with  subtilty,  must, 
dtgr  long  expense  of  thought,  conclude  by  chance.  To  prefer 
me  future  mode  of  life  to  another,  upon  jui^t  reasons,  re()u!res 
hoolties  which  it  han  not  pleaded  our  Creator  to  give  uk 

"  If.  iheretbre.  the  profession  you  have  chos<!n  hiis  Hcmic  un- 
tipectn)  inconveniences,  console  yourself  by  reHecting  that  no 
froTrsnon  ia  witJiout  them  ;  and  that  all  the  importunities  and 
fcrofextties  of  hu^iineas  are  soflnes^  itnd  Uixitry,  conriparetl  with 
Ar  istoesMUil  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  un&ati&factory  expe- 
d  Idleness. 

■  Hk  mat  qac  DOttii  potui  tc  iroee  monrre; 

As  to  vour  History  of  Corsica,  you  have  no  materials  which 
have  not,  or  nwy  not  have.  You  have,  somehow  or  (rther, 
wvuked  yoor  imaigination.  I  wish  there  were  some  cure,  like 
Ar  lorrr's  leap,  for  all  heads  of  which  some  single  idea  has  ob- 
hJM-d  an  unreasonable  ami  irregular  poH.-etjKiuii.  )lind  your 
«wn  offiuDt,  and  leave  the  Corsicanii  to  theirs.—  I  nm,  dear  sir, 
jBor  most  humble  servant,  '"  JSam.  Johnmon." 

"TO  DR.  SAStUEIi  JOHNSON. 

"Auchinkek,  Cell  Nov.  IJfiO. 
■  SH-rn   EPTERMKD   AND   DFAR  fiH, — I  plead  not  guilty  to* 


-  Ilsvinc  thu-->,  I  hcrpe,  cleared  myself  of  the  charge  brought 
Kxtiut  mr,  1  [iresume  you  will  nut  be  displeased  if  1  escape  tlie 

'  'rbb  klinds  uttbcfint»eatenceofthcPTOu-niiLifii  of  my  TliesU.  *'Juri»pru- 
4aate««d»»  anllum  ulNxtus,  quUudi  gcnnouns:  in  li^fbui  cnini  A^iiwilis, 
MwWum  morvs,  varia3i\»r  fantmmi  ricex  ex  (tuihtl^  Uy.cs  onuniur,  contcmpUrl 

«md  ■A-Qif-  " BOSWELI.. 

*TW  pamt^  amiilEtl  rKptuiuil  ihc  uuuacUm  to  wlilch  ihc  jwuccding  ktur 
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imiiishmcnt  which  yoti  ha*'e  decreed  forme  unheard.     Ifyon 
have  diKchargfil  the  arron-s  of  criticism  against  lui  innocent  iniui, 
vou  must  rejoice  t<>  find  they  have  nii&«pd  him,  or  have  not  boenj 
pointed  so  as  to  wound  him. 

"To  talk  no  lon^fer  in  allegory,  1  mn,  with  all  deference" 
jfoin^  to  offer  a  few  olMervadons  in  defence  of  ray  Latin,  which 
you  have  found  fault  witli. 

"  You  think  I  ohould  have  tued  rpri  prima,  instead  of  Jpei 
attcrtt.  Sprx  in,  indeed,  often  used  to  express  ^omethin^  on 
which  wc  Iiave  a  future  tk-pi-ndence,  as  in  Virg.  Kclog.  i.  1.  14. 

*^ mode  iwinque  gcindlos 

SpffiH  grcgia  uh  xilice  in  ntiAk  aninlxa  Kllquit  :* 

and  in  Georg  iii.  1.  473. 

*  Sfffmquc  gn^mnut  ritiiul,' 

for  tlic  lambs  and  ilie  sheep.     Yet  it  is  also  used  to  express  any' 
thinff  on  which  we  have  a  present  dependence,  and  is  welt  ap- 
plied  to  a  man  of  distinguished  influence,— uur  support,  our 
refuge,  our  prttsidium,  as  Horace  calls  Ji[a-cena».     So,  .'Kueid 
xii.  1.  57,  Queen  Amata  «ddre*w.'S  her  wm-in-law,  Tumus:— , 
*  Spes^n  naitr  own  .-'  and  he  M-as  then  nu  future  hope,  fur  she  adds.^ 

' dcnu  impcriumqac  Lnilnt 

TepOMs;* 

which  un'^ht  have  been  said  of  my  Lord  Bute  wauic  years  ago.] 
Now  I  LHinAtiter  the  present  Earl  o\'  llute  ti>  be  '  Excelfa- fnmilue< 
de  Bute  ttpes  prima  ;'  and  my  Lord  Mountstuart,  as  Ins  eldest  son,  ^ 
to  be  *  fjtes  aUera.'  So  in  /ICneid  xii.  1. 168^  afler  having  nien-| 
tiuned  l*ater  Mnens,  who  was  the  present  apes,  the  reif/riinc/  s|>es, 
as  my  (ierman  friends  would  say,  the  spef  prima,  the  poet  adda^^ 

'  Gc  juxti  A«ciiniu>,  magna)  tpct  altrra  Roma  *.* 

"  You  think  alU'riP  ungranimatical,  and  you  tell  me  it  shonldl 
have  been  a/teri.  Vou  must  recollect,  that  in  old  times  ulter\ 
was  declined  regmlarly  ;  and  when  the  ancient  fra^ients  pr6>| 
served  in  the  Juris  Civi/is  Pontes  were  written,  it  wjis  certainly] 
declined  in  the  way  that  I  ut*  it.  This,  I  should  think,  may 
protect  a  lawyer  who  writes  altera  in  a  dissertation  upon  part 

>  [It  is  very  Strang  llmt  Juhiuon,  »Wtnhw  Inter quntnt  tti«-  jKncul,  »tu>uld| 
n(K  liBTi-  rrcaUeOcd  thU  DbTimis  and  dccihirc  authority  (nr  tjKt  altfra,  nor  jrcti 
the  rcmsTkabletite  of  ihnc  miia,  fLttribuicd  10  fMocrn,  by  Snrniufi  and  D<»ttut;| 
the  exprawkms  of  ibc  Inucr  Arc  conrltisin-  in  Mr.  Uoswt'II\  fitvour : 

^^At  cvm  Cirrm  i/wutiim  icrtiir  {yirsUii)  tiHilitKT,  In  Jinc  ai/;  '  Ml|tni 
•p<*  altera  Rotiui'-'  Quati  i/itr  tlnffuir  f^/iirir  sjiis*  primit/tiiiuf  rt  Mum  fit 
luivt  ttKl  Kcctindi."     IliKinr.  vil.  Vir,  §  41 — bl>.  | 
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11  u  I  could  hardly  venture  to  qui>tp  iVag- 
«o  claseical  a  mail  as  Mr.  Juliiisui^  I  have 
mM.  made  an  srcurate  search  into  ihcTM!  remains,  to  find  exnmplev 
Wwfast  1  «m  able  to  produce  in  |>octical  composition.     We  find 
I      JQPbMC  Rudeiu,  act  iii.  scene  4, 

^^^^P  *  NwD  faute  ikerir  p«tm  qiuc  ait  profccco  nndo>.' 

^r^MUB   ifi,  to  he  sure,  an  old  comirk  writ^- ;   hut  in  the  dayn 
^P«f  Sdptuond  LcUus,  we  find  Tcrciit.  Ilcautuntini.  act  ii.  scene  3. 


Onm  Dsmt,  foECe  aodivi.' 


•  hoc  ipsa  to  ilnicTF  atUra 


i 


"  Voa  tloubt  roy  having  authority  for  using  gemu  absolutely, 
&r  what  we  caW/autUi/,  that  is,  tor  Ulug/rious  extraction.  Now 
I  takr  grwmM  in  Latin  to  have  much  the  »auic  si^nificatiun  with 
KrfA  in  English ;  both  in  their  primary  meaning  expre««iinjr 
•imply  descent,  but  botll  made  to  stand  mr'  l^xnv  for  noble 
ieaeaA.      Cemut  U  thus  a<<ed  in  Ilor.  lib.  ti.  Sat.  v.  1. 1). 

*  El  ff*-MMw  ct  Ttnui,  Duu  cuin  re,  vilinr  sl^  cat.' 

And  in  lib  i.  Epist.  vi.  1.  37- 

*  Et  s^nnt  tt  faRnam  Re|;iiui  pecunia  tlonaL' 

tn  the  celebrated  contest  between  Ajax  and  Ulysses,  Ovid's 
>h.  Mb  xiii.  1.  UO. 

*  fimm  gemmM  el  pmTOK,  ct  quK  non  fcrimus  ip«, 
Vlx  m  aoMn  voco.' 

**  Hemi»e»  mdiius  onginis,  for  ntilt'u  orti  majorif/us,  or  aiitio  loco 
■^  i*,  '  you  are  afraid,  barbarous.' 
**  Ori^  i*  used  to  si^iify  extraction,  aa  in  Virg.  .£neid  i. 

*  NiKcnu  pulchii  Trajtniu  orlgine  Ccur  :* 

mJi  in  .£neid  x.  I.  618, 

*  lYie  nunni  iKMtri  dc^dt  ori^me  nomcn.* 

And  as  multtu  iit  uud  for  obscure,  is  it  nut  in  the  genius  of  tlie 
Latin  langiMi^  to  write  ttuUiuji  originig,  for  obscure  extraction  ? 

T  n  ivc  defended  myself  as  well  as  I  could. 

■'  1  ■  „'ht  I  venture  to  dilFcr  from  you  i*"ith  regard  to  tlie  utility 
if  rows  ?  I  nm  sensible  that  it  would  be  viTy  dangerous  to 
¥ows  rashly,  and  without  a  due  consideration.  But  I 
btflp  thinking  tliat  thej*  may  often  be  ofgreut  advantage 
to  fiDV  of  ■  variable  judgment  and  irregnlnr  Inclination^!.  I 
d«iirs  reinemlM-T  a  pussa^  in  one  of  your  Utters  to  our  Italian 
frimd  Karvtti,  where,  tnlking  of  the  momLstick  life,  you  say  you 
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p.  173, 
174. 


do  not  wimder  that  serious  men  should  put  Uiemselves  under 
the  imrtirction  of  a  fcli^ioiis  order,  when  Owy  have  found  how 
unable  tlu>y  are  to  take  care  ot'themtielveK,  For  my  own  pu^^ 
without  affecting  to  be  a  Socrates.  I  am  sure  I  have  a  more  than 
or<hnary  struggle  to  uiainL-iin  with  tAe  Evii  Principle  ;  and  all 
the  metho<l3  I  can  devise  arc  little  enough  to  keep  me  tolerably^ 
steady  in  the  {Mtths  of  rectitude. 

"  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  veneration,  your  aftectionat 
humble  wrvant,  "  Jamk«  Boawkll.' 

[Much  of  Johnson's  eloquence  and  much  ofhis  logick 
were  occasionally  used  to  prevent  men  from  making^ 
vows  on  trivial  occasions ;  and  when  he  saw  a  person 
oddly  perplexed  about  a  slight  difficulty,  **  Let  the 
man  alone  (he  would  say),  and  torment  him  no  more 
about  it;  there  is  a  vow  in  the  case,  I  am  convinced ;fl 
but  is  it  not  ver)'  Btrange  that  people  should  be  nriiher 
afraid  nor  ashamed  of  bringing  in  God  Almighty  thus  — 
at  every  turn  between  themselves  and  their  dinner  ?"( 
Wlten  once   asked   what  groimd  he   had  for   such 
imaginations,  he  replied,  **  That  a  young  lady  once 
told  him  in  confidence,  that  she  could  never  i)ersuade 
herself  to  be  dressed  against  t!ie  bell  rung  for  dinner, 
till  she  had  made  a  vow  to  heaven  that  she  would, 
never  more  \k  al>sent  from  the  family  meals."] 

It  appears  from  Johnson's  diary  \  that  he  was  this 
year  at  Mr.  Thrale*s,  from  before  Midsummer  till 
after  I^IichaelmaS}  and  that  he  aftenvards  passed  3 
month  at  Oxford.  He  had  then "  contracted  a  great 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Chambtrrs  of  that  university, 
afterwards  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  judi 
iu  India. 

He  published  nothing  this  year  in  his  own  nai 
but  the  noble  dedication  *  to  the  king,  of  Gwyn's 

■  [*'t  mumcdftocn  .StrcUltui.  Oct.  I.  hiving  lived  Uintv  moic  tliiui  ihrae 
tiioniht" — F'-i}fi*  ami  iV.diUlivHi,  p.  70.  —  Kd.  | 
*  [He  luul  known  liiui  it  Inut  i«mc  ycofs  U^urc  ihU.    S<.v  auu.  vol.  I. 

p.  aui — Hi).) 


1760  —JET AT.  JH*. 


25 


"London  and  Westminster  Improved  ',"  was  written 
br  him ;  and  he  fumislied  the  Preface  f.  and  several 
of  the  pieces,  whieh  compose  a  volume  of  Miscellanies 
W  )lnw  Anna  A\'illiams,  the  blind  lady  who  bad  an 
tsylum  in  his  house  ^  Of  these,  there  are  his  *'  Epi- 
taph on  Phillipii  *■ ;"  **  Translation  ofa  Latin  Epitaph 
an  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  f  * ;"  "  Friendship,  an  ode  * ;" 
ud  "  The  Ant  *,"  a  paraphrase  from  the  Proverbs, 
rf which  I  have  a  copy  iu  his  own  handwriting;  and, 
from  internal  evidence,  I  ascribe  to  hirn,  '*  To  Miss 
— — ,  on  her  giving  the  Authour  a  gold  and  silver 
Mt-work  purse  of  her  owii  weaving  t*;"  :uid  *' The 
bappy  Life  t."  Most  of  the  pieces  in  this  volume 
bare  evidently  received  additions  from  his  superiour 
pn,  particularly  "  \'er8es  to  Mr.  Richardson,  on  his 
Sir  Charles  Grandison;"  "The  Excursion;"  *•  Re- 
flections on  a  (ira.ve  dicing  in  Westminster  Abbey." 
There  is  in  Uiis  collection  a  poem,  "  On  the  death  of 


'  \t»  1M4  wikIi  Air,  Gvjn  propowil  the  principfr,  aixl  in  man}'  iiutanc<ni  ilic 
■m^  of  tbc  isokt  iaijHirtuiit  uu|niiV(3»L-uts  whicli  hm\e  hcQa  made  in  ttic  Die- 
ts Mir  il».  A  btiAige  ae»T  Soaicnct  House — a  gnat  Mtcci  fnnii  ihe 
Of  the  II»-nuiTfcct  to  the  New  Ro^d  — ihi' imptovenioit  of  (be 
of  Si.  June*'*  Park — qusyn  wiim^  tht  Tbaim-j — ncir  npproicheit  lo 
l4nA«eB(iil(Sa— iheiKMuivalofSnnihficId  mukecuiil  tennl  oibcr NU)ttt«tians 
la  v^.^  We  piid*'  oundvt«  lU  originxl  dcAl^na  of  oiir  own  tiniCN,  niv  all  ta  be 
immi  »  Mr  Owyti'i  ?«y  ahip  miJ  vny  oirinut  work.  It  in  sirjtular,  tlut  be 
^lauaod  •  iv«  od'  bwinr*  ificit  bitUdlng'm  Pimlico,  M  iniolcTiktilc  nuiunces  to 
hridiifg^m  Viitet,  and  of  thcw  vny  nouM-K  the  imbliu  voirr  now  nlK  ror  the 
fclntiow      O^a  hail,  m  Mr.  U'UtkU  very  happily  quot»,  ■'  ihc  prophetic 

*  Ib  •  pBf  aliwy  mentioned  (m  tot  i.  p.  314.  221.)  ihc  following  uconnt 
rfA»  piiblkaU0ni»gi««a  by  a  lady  tl^ady  Krijjhi)  wcU  M(|iuuiicd  widi  Sfra. 
Vtbows 

"  As  n  kr  jmioiu,  the  mnny  ycar»  ailL-ntptcd  to  piibliiih  ihrm :  the  half- 
mtmiM  ahe  had  got  toward*  the  put>ltcatlon,  »he  confi-saed  to  nie,  went  for  nccrs. 
•EM^  and  thai  the  gri-aieit  |i«in  *he  ever  fi^lt  mt*  fmni  ihc  appearance  ol'  dc- 
ta&^  ber  nilMrribirniT  '  but  what  can  I  do?  the  I>OCtcir  (Johnton)  always 
Ma  air  aC  with.  IVelL,  we'll  thirk  about  it;  iuiid(icId.>>nii[hKa]r>i.  I<«vei(tiiin«;.' 
Bn*«0^  t*u  ol  Wi  frk-iula,  utidi-t  her  dircnions  vmi\c  n  new  mbscriplicn  at  a 
[w II ,  oic  wholf  pflce  of  the  work,  and  In  a  vcn-  litilc  time  mJ>cil  mxiy  pounds. 
Ifab  Oner  WRi  applied  lo  by  Slra.  Wlllianii>'a  d(-«iTt:,Bnd  nhr,  wiili  tltc  utinoal 
iBrritT  ar«l  kiodnuCM,  proruiinl  a  long  lioi  of  naiiin.  At  khph  thr  wmh  wna 
pdUw^rrj.  in  which  i*  a  Hne  wtiiicn  but  gloomy  tal<r  of  Di.  Jolituon.  The 
ai^  '1   AhMMXt*  hod  Taruiu*  uma  for,  and  a  |muI  of  it  waa  Uiiidid." 

U  .ittiiin  Aim    WiMininn  i^t  \:>lV.     Ihld — lMamink. 

>|nr  .MiJi.  ii4.  1.  p.  153.  N.  wlicTc  it  ia  shown  ibal  i)m:  iruuolation  of  the 
CfitmfA  ttm  fftntmrf  and  tb.^^  fcrir*  on  l/u-  t'lrtt  nn  by  Uawkciworth.— Kii.^ 
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Su^hcn  Grey,  the  Klectrician  * ;"  which,  on  reading 
it,  appearwl  to  nio  to  be  undoubtedly  Johnson's.  1 
asked  Mrs.  \\'^illiaiiii<  uhetlicr  it  was  not  his.  *'  Sir," 
saidsbe,  with  soniewanntli,  "I  wrote  that  poem  before 
I  had  the  honour  of  Dr.  Johnson's  acquaintance."  I. 
liowever,  was  so  niuch  impressed  with  my  first  notion, 
that  I  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  reiK-atin^,  at  the  same 
time,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had  said.  His  answer  was, 
"  It  is  true,  sir,  that  she  wrote  it  before  she  was  ac- 
quainted tvith  nie  ;  but  she  has  not  told  you  that  I 
wrote  it  all  over  again,  except  two  lines."  "  The 
Fountains  t,"  a  beautiful  little  fairy  tale  iu  prose, 
written  with  exquisite  simplicity,  is  one  of  Jolmson's 
productions ;  and  I  cannot  withliold '  from  Mrs. 
Thrale  the  praise  of  being  the  anthonr  of  that  ad- 
mirable poem,  *'  The  Three  AVarnings."  "■ 

He  was,  indeed,  at  all  times  ready  to  give  assist- 
vuce  to  his  friends,  and  others,  in  revising  their 
works,  and  in  writing  for  them,  or  greatly  improving, 
their  Dedications.  In  that  courtly  sjiecies  of  com - 
[Hisition  no  man  excelled  Dr.  Johnson.  Though  the 
loftiness  of  his  mind  ^  prevented  him  from  ever  dedi- 
cating in  his  own  person,  he  WTote  a  verj'  great 
number  of  Dedications  for  others.  Some  of  these 
the  persons  who  were  favoured  with  them  are  un- 
ivilHng  should  be  mentioned,  from  a  too  anxious  ap- 
prehension, as  I  think,  that  they  might  be  suspected 
of  having  received  larger  assistance ;  and  some,  after^ 
all  the  diligence  I  have  Ix-stowcd,  have  esc^^i^d  my 
inquiries.     He  told  me,  a  great  many  years  ago,  "  he 


'  {Thti  is  aim<M  *  ooDfokton  that  he  would  it  he  voaW,  and  showp  clwriyJ 
ihc  kiiitl  of  fciplinff  he  hod  lowircU  UiBt  lady Ko.]  L 

*  IThb  is  surely  not  the  occMioo  on  whii^  one  wtmld  liavc  ex|>iTicil  in  hemr\ 
of  **  loftilieM  of  niiml :"  h  (U-dicAtcr  in  hu  nwn  pcrwin  tnai/  be  Hincrre,  Init  he f 
wlio  wrilo  a  dcdicmcion  tor  woihcr  rannul  be  «o,  luid  u  innrcorcr  acccteuy  i 
a  public  ilvctption  ;  mii]  wlu-ii  iln*  iinjm^'ilii^ii  in  |iriirll)tctl  I'm  hirr  (hnwrvL-r 
ttiay  he  vsiriiAul,',  it  nu^hi  not,  «ur<Jy.  (o  he  (uxuiiipiuikd  by  uny  ciLinv 
culfifty  on  lt>/Hiuft3/miH^.~JiB.] 
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ved  hv  had  dedicated  tt>  all  the  royal  fnmily 
rmind  ;*'  and  it  nas  indinVrciit  tu  him  ivhat  was  the 
eel  of  tlie  >vork  dedicated,  provided  it  were  inno- 
He  once  dedicated  sume  Wusick  for  tlit-  Gtr- 
roan  Flute  to  Edward,  Duke  of  York.  In  writing 
Dtdiratioiis  for  others,  he  considered  himself  as  by 
DO  iiipans  speaking  hi.s  own  seutinieiits. 

He  wTote  this  year  a  letter,  not  intended  for  pub- 
licmtiou.  which  has,  ptTJiaps,  as  strong  marks  of  his 
Mfotinient  and  style,  as  any  of  hin  compositions.  Tlie 
origiua]  is  in  my  possession.  It  is  addressed  to  the 
Ute  Mr.  \\'ilUuni  Druuunond,  bookseller  in  Kdin- 
bu^h.  a  gentleman  of  good  fanjily,  but  small  estate, 
vho  took  arms  for  the  house  of  Stnart  in  17-^5:  and 
during  his  concealment  in  London  till  the  net  of 
geueml  poidon  came  out,  obtained  the  acijuaintance 
of  Dr.  Johnson*  who  justly  esteemed  him  as  a  very 
worthy  man.  It  seems,  some  of  the  members  of  tlie 
society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  know- 
ledge hiul  opi>osed  the  scheme  of  translating  the  holy 
KTiptures  into  the  Erse  or  Gaelic  language,  from 
poUtiral  considerations  of  the  disadvantage  of  keeping 
up  the  distinction  luHween  tlie  Highlanders  and  the 
other  inliabitants  of  North  Britain.  Dr.  Johnson 
being  iDformed  of  this,  I  suppose  by  Mr.  Drunimondt 
«Toie  with  a  generous  indignatiou  at>  follows : 

•'TOMn.  WIl.r.IAM  DRITMMOND. 
'  "  JabnMw'a  court,  PlccU«trc(4,  Mtb  Auguit,  l^W, 

"  SiB, — I  did  not  expect  to  hear  that  it  could  1m.>,  in  aii  hs- 
iMBiblT  convtTird  for  tlic  propfi^tiuii  •it'LltriKtiiin  knuM-tuI^f,  a 
rywtliiin  wtu^thrr  any  nation  tininstructed  in  religion  sluiuld  re- 
fxivr  stuOniction ;  vr  whethir  that  iu^tructiun  inhuuld  be  iin- 
pKfol  to  them  hj  a  tninslation  of  the  holy  l>ooki(  iiitn  tlivir  i*wn 
kngMBgv.  If  oiiMlience  t<>  tlie  will  uf  Cod  be  necessary  tu  liJij^ 
fiasM,  «id  knowlfdffu  i>t'  his  will  be  necessitry  to  obtflicncc,  I 
kmMW  not  bow  hf  that  »itIihold»  this  knowledge,  or  dt'l»y»  it, 
can  kc  nud  Ut  hive  hiit  niifrhUmr  as  liiuuelf.    He  that  vttluntorily 
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continues  in  ignorance  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimM  whichig^norance 
produces ;  as  to  liim  that  should  extingui!>ii  tlic  tapers  ot*n  li^lit- 
hou8c,  ini^ht  jii»t)y  be  imputed  the  calamities  of  shipwrecks- 
Christianity  id  the  highest  perfection  of  humunity ;  and  as  no 
niati  is  good  but  iis  ho  »i«he»  the  good  uf  others,  no  man  can  be 
good  in  the  highest  degree,  who  wishes  not  to  othern  the  largest 
measures  of  the  greatest  guoil.  To  omit  for  h  year,  or  for  a  tiay , 
the  most  edicacioiis  method  of  advancing  Chridtianit)',  in  com- 
pliance with  any  purposes  that  terminate  on  this  side  of  the 
grave,  is  a  crime  of  which  I  know  not  that  the  world  has  yet 
h)id  an  example,  except  in  the  practice  of  the  planters  of  Anit*- 
rica,  a  ruce  of  mortals  whom,  I  suppose,  no  other  man  wishes  to 
resemble. 

"  The  papists  have,  indeed,  denied  to  the  laity  the  use  oflhc 
Bible ;  but  tJiia  proliibilion,  in  few  places  now  very  rigorously 
onfi>rced,  is  defen<ied  by  arguments,  which  have  for  tlieir  founda- 
tion the  ciu-c  of  souls.  To  obscure,  uputi  motives  merely  poli- 
tical, the  tight  of  revelation,  is  a  practii-e  reserved  for  the  re- 
formed; and,  surely,  tlic  blackest  midniglit  of  popery  is  meridian 
sunshine  to  such  a  reformation.  I  am  not  very  willing  that  any 
langiu^  should  be  totally  extinguished.  The  similitude  and 
derivation  of  languages  afloni  the  inost  itnlubiUtble  proof  of  the 
traduction  of  nations,  and  the  genealogy  of  mimkind.  They 
add  often  physical  certainty  to  historical  evidence;  and  often 
supply  the  only  evidence  of  ancient  migrations,  and  of  the  re- 
volutions of  ages  which  led  no  written  monmnents  behind  them. 

"  Kvery  man's  opinions,  at  least  his  desires,  are  a  little  iii- 
fluenced  by  his  favourite  studies.  My  xeal  for  huiguagea  may 
seem,  piihaps,  rather  over-heated,  even  to  those  by  whom  I 
desire  to  be  well  esteemed.  To  those  who  have  nothing  in  their 
thoughts  but  trade  or  policy,  present  power,  or  present  money, 
I  should  not  think  it  neces-tiiry  to  defend  my  opinions ;  but  with 
men  <if  letters  I  would  not  unM'illinf>ly  compound,  by  wtsliing 
the  continnaiiice  of  every  language,  however  narrow  in  ita  extent, 
or  however  incnmmodioiiK  for  comitum  purposes,  till  it  is  re- 
posited  in  some  version  of  a  known  book,  that  it  may  be  always 
hcreaf\er  examinetl  and  compiired  with  other  languages,  and 
then  permitting  ita  disuw.  For  this  purpose,  the  transLntloii  of 
the  Bible  is  most  to  be  desired.  It  is  not  certain  that  tfje  same 
method  will  rot  preserve  the  Highland  language,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  learning,  and  abolish  it  from  daily  use.  When  the 
Highlanders  read  the  Bible,  they  will  naturally  wish  to  have  its 
oliscuritics  clcure<I,  and  to  know  the  hi.-«tory,  collateral  or  ap- 
liendant-     Knowledge  always  desires  increase;  it  is  like  fire. 
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mit«t  first  be  kimDpd  by  aonic  fxtenial  apent,  but  whicli 
wfll  aAenrards  in-opiigate  iUielf.  When  they  once  desire  to 
lawn,  they  will  naturally  have  recourse  to  the  neareflt  lanf^ua^ 
bjr  which  that  deairc  can  be  ^atitied  ;  and  one  will  ttrll  another 
dvi  if  he  would  attain  kiiowletlgc,  he  rausl  learn  Knglifh. 

"  ThU  speculatian  may,  perh-ips.  l>e  thought  more  subtle  than 
dv  grcwsnesc  of  real  lift*  will  easily  admit.  »  Let  it,  however,  be 
RBcmbered.  that  the  efficacy  of  ignorance  has  long  been  tried, 
ad  han  not  produced  the  cimsequencc  expf  rted.  Uvi  knowledge, 
tlvrrfure,  take  its  turn:  and  let  the  patroti}^  of  privation  stand 
ssttile  aside,  and  admit  the  operation  of  positive  principles. 

"  You  will  be  plvasi-d,  wr,  to  assure  the  worthy  man  who  is 
iBpIoTed  in  the  new  tranalation  ■ ,  ttiat  he  has  my  wishes  for  his 
arceH;  and  if  here  or  at  Oxford  I  can  be  of  anv  in^',  that  I 
AlU  lUnk  if  more  tluin  honour  to  promote  liis  undertaking. 

•^  I  am  aorry  that  I  delayed  so  long  to  write. — I  am,  ait,  your 
humble  servant,  "Sau.  Johnsun." 


Tbc  oppouents  of  this  pious  st-heiuc  beint^  made 
kthained  oftheir  conduct,  the  benevolent  uiulcrtaking 
iras  allowetl  lo  ^o  on. 

Tbe  following  letters,  though  not  written  till  the 
year  after,  being  chiefly  upou  the  winie  subject,  are 
berv  inserted : 

"TO  MR.  WILLIAM  HHUMMOND. 

"  Johnson" i-tourt,  KlMi-«ifcH.  2l»l  AjitiJ,  I7fi7. 

"  Dkar  BtB, — That  my  letter  should  have  had  such  ellactit  as 

I  ymt  mention  pive»  me  great  pleasure.    I  hope  you  do  not  flutter 

Mr  by  imputing  tn  me  more  goo<l  than  I  have  really  done. 

TboH  ivboro  tuy  urKunii-'ntj}  luive   pen>uudetl   to  chaiig-e  their 

9§au<m,  show  such  modesty  iind  candour  a?  deserve  great  praii>e. 

••  I  hope-  the  worthy  translator  goes  diligently  forward.     He 

hm  m  higher  reward  in  prospect  than  any  honours  wliicli  tliis 

«orid  can  bestow.     I  wish  I  could  be  uscl'ul  to  him. 

'  The  Hmv  Mr.  John  CampU-'U,  mlnlMcr  of  the  pRri*h  of  Kirptn,  re»r  Sllr- 
fat^  wbi>  k«i  Utdj  favouKd  me  with  ■  Urg,  iniilligent,  and  vtt)'  ob1i|{ii>g 
ya^Dipcn  tluk  wnrii,  mnk.-^  (hr  rollowirt;  mmrk  :  -■  br.  .Iiihnwri  liiiis  AlJinloil 
mAt  wrf^T  wan  employfil  in  the  iniu>]ati»n  ofilio  Ncw'i'u^uimtnt.  Might  nn 
tehnc  aflonl  il  f  ou  an  opportunity  ot  pavirg  a  propi-r  tribuieof  mpecc  In  th« 
mimmf  of  Ifcr  Htr.  .Mr.  Junm  Stiuu'l.  Isti-  ininintrr  <it  KUlin,iltR<m)^iittlMiJ  hy 
i^^attmat  piety.  Uarr.In|C'  vtA  tute  ?  Tlic  t'ltinbli;  fiivpliciiy  of  lii«  !tKi\M» 
Wa  fcmc»oI*«ce.  hi*  iiuld'«t[g»blt!  witl  Kucrcnaftll  exeilionii  for  rii!tbitiift  tnd 
lapMkM  the  panJi  of  which  tip  was  miniMcr  tor  u\>v-  an!*  cf  t'tUy  yemn,  tniitic 
Urn  M  a*  grwituilc  ot' hill  country.  >iul  ijic  vfi!(;i.iii(in  r^fult  ^00(3  it)l-».  It 
MfTiftJT  wouU  b«  «  pi>}^.  il  "uch  a  rhnractot  ithould  he  pcniiiKcd  10  ^ink  into 
litihui'.**  — Bo»wgl.L- 
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•'  The  publication  of  my  letter,  ifit  could  l>e  ofun'  in  n  onw 
to  which  ilU  other  causes  are  nothing,  I  should  not  pmhilift. 
But  firvt,  I  would  hare  you  to  consider  whether  the  publication 
wilt  really  do  .iny  good ;  next  whether  by  printing  and  distri- 
buting n  very  amall  number,  you  may  not  attiun  all  that  you 
propose :  and.  whnt  {lerhnpi*  I  should  have  said  fintt,  whether 
the  letter,  whicli  I  do  not  now  i»crtectly  remember,  be  (it  to  be 
printed.  M 

"If  you  can  consult  Dr.  Roberbion,  to  whom  1  am  a  little^ 
known,  I  shall  be  tMiiisfied  about  the  propriety  of  whatever  he 
shall  direct.      If  he  thinks  that  it  should  be  prinletl.  I  entrent 
him  to  revise  it;  tliere  may,  perhaps,  be  some  negligent  lines 
written,  and  whatever  is  amiss,  he  knows  very  well  how 
rectify '. 

"  Be  pleased  to  let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  how  thii 
excellent  design  goes  forward. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  young  Mr.  l>runiiiumd,  whom^ 
I  hope  you  will  live  to  see  such  as  you  desire  him.  H 

"I  have  not  lately  seen  Mr.  Klphin^ton,  but  b4>1ievc  htm  ti» 
be  prosperous.  I  sliall  be  glad  to  hear  the  same  of  you,  for  I 
am,  sir,  your  affectionate  humble  servant,      *'  Sam.  Jobnson." 

"TO  Bin.  MIIJ.rAM  DUl'M.MOND. 

"  Lomlaa,  Johnitun'»-couTt,  FleiH-jCm-t,  24th  Oct.  1 76j. 

"glBy— I  returned  thia  week  from  tlie  country,  after  an  ab- 
si*nceof  nearsix  months,  and  found  your  letter  with  m:tiiy  others, 
which  I  shoultl  haVL- answered  jHuoner,  if  I  hud  .stHincr  wen  them. 

•'  Dr.  Robertson's  opinion  was  surely  right.  Men  should  not 
be  told  of  tlie  faults  which  they  have  mended  I  am  glad  the 
old  language  is  taught,  and  honour  the  translator,  a*  a  man 
whom  Ciod  has  distinguished  by  the  high  office  of  propagating 
his  word. 

"  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  engaging  you  in  an  office  nf 
charity.  Mrs,  Heely,  the  wife  of  Mr.  lieely,  who  had  lately 
some  office  in  your  theatre,  is  my  near  relation,  and  now  in 
great  distreM.  They  wrott*  nie  M'ord  of  iheir  situation  some 
time  ago,  to  which  I  returned  them  an  answer  which  raised 
hopes  of  more  than  it  is  proper  for  me  to  give  them.  Their 
representation  of  their  affairs  1  have  discovered  to  be  such  as 


■  Thia  pnn^npli  *howi  Jnhnton't  reH  atJii'nion  rfthc  chftnickr  ai^d  abilU 
li»  nf  the  nekbratcd  Scoulnh  hiaiorikn,  howevnr  lt|ihllvyin  h  momcttl  o/mfricr, 
he  in»y  have  *!poki:n  of  his  works—  Oo^w  ri  i  .  [lit  n.xirs  wvpr  in  liorw 
Bpokm  otlic-p«i*o  Uliin  ^ligjitingljr  of  Dr.  Hiil>;Tl»(ni*»  -ji>rfr/,  howttor  lie  moj 
havE  rvaptvinl  hlx  Jndfitujrtit  Ob  thin  jiatlkului  xubjtCl.  See  /n)jf,  |i.  ^t.  nnJ 
Nih  April.  1772.— Kd  I 
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lit  br  trustt-d :  and  at  tiua  distance,  thouf^h  their  case  re- 
^virr»  luute,  I  know  not  how  to  act.  She,  or  her  djiughterx, 
mmj  be  beard  of  at  Canonj^te-head.  I  must  b<>g,  »ir,  tliM  you 
will  itH]uirr  after  thein.  and  let  me  know  whnt  is  to  be  done. 
I  ua  willinf^  u>  gu  to  ten  poutuU.  and  will  transmit  ynti  such  a 
■■1,  if  upon  examination  you  fiiul  It  likely  to  be  ot'  use.  If 
Aty  «re  in  immediate  want,  a(lv.-inee  them  what  you  think  pro- 
pr.  WTmI  I  could  do  I  woiiltl  do  for  the  ivonian,  having  no 
fvtaK  rfMm  Vt  pay  much  regArd  to  Heily  hiniH-lf. 

"  1  brlimre  you  may  receive  «onie  intelligence  from  Mm. 
fitker  of  iJie  theatre,  whtwe  letter  I  received  at  the  same  lime 
«ilii  yours  ;  and  to  whom,  if  you  see  her,  you  will  make  my 
etensr  fur  tJie  seemtiig  neglect  of  answering  her. 

"  \^TwU*ver  you  advance  within  leu  pounds  dhall  be  iiimieili- 
tftfly  rrtiin»ed  to  you,  or  jwid  as  you  shall  order.  I  trust  wholly 
•>  your  jitdgrnent. — I  am,  «ir,  &c.  "8am.  Juun»dn/' 

Mr-  Ctithbert  Shaw-,  alike  distin^niished  by  his 
l^ius.  misfortunes,  and  misconduct,  {uiblishod  this 
year  a  ijoein,  called  "  TIic  iiact-.  by  Rlfrcurius  Spur. 
E«q.*'  ill  which  he  whimsically  inadt*  the  living  pools 
if  England  contend  for  pre-eminence  of  fame  by 
mzming; : 

"  I'tnTc  hy  their  ticcU  ihc  prowess  of  ihr  h«d.'* 

In  this  i»oem  there  was  the  following  portrait  of 
Jofaoson : 


^^  Here  Jdhnion  ramcu — unbl:«t  with  outwnnl  griec. 


^m  •  y%m  ia  tlw  pertOfl  etMUnirtg  whom  S\t  John  ITa*'kin«  ha>  ■  hrown  n-jt  very 
^HwiWBMnaWB  neflcctuJM  both  n^Ulkt  nr.  .Iiiuiioan  iwA  .Mr.  I'dlucU  nart>rr.' — 
^^latvr  I  *  '  ''ivkin*  wiithnllnjMisiiaiic  th.-  uurlil  ihnt  I>r.  Juhntoit  artcd  tin- 
'Vnitift  riu  ihc  t]i*|K>ul  or  hi*  pTopcTty.)  UArbtr  to  (hi*  man, 
.:A  hii  (laughter,  in  hit  MrmiJiri,  cjU,  with  a  nioai  *Hri>ii«iiw 
at  truth.  ,/iilin»on'»  rfhliuM,  litii  wito,  i:i  fsct,  hm)  only  niorrk'l  hw 
hbe  v«a  (Ic4(l  >ih1  Ilccly  hail  mairicl  another  voniui  at  (he  tieic 
<^  UavfcitM  alfertal  to  thbilc  ilut  he  hud  rUiiiiK  lo  \k  Dr.  JnlirnnnN  luir, 
«f  «K  flad  thai*  M)  rxrly  u  tbb  year,  Juhni>oti  vKitrtinwl  liJt  diirccaTd  fi>r 
ftslf  bill  Bitf  ^oiiK  Kcnu  took  pliMX  in  tlic  Iah  dayi  of  JoluMtu'a  Uk  which, 
■  •■  ^Ul  sect  *^*'  It'tle  crvdit  to  8tr  John  HiiwVtnK,  Mid  il  •rmix  pmUnlile 
ftB  t«b^  iltfTtrrI  simI  n-|Mmcd  thcni.  iu>  vki  hi»  <iuiy,  to  \iU  mttucr;  «lu.-m'v, 
pi^M,  [l•wku:9^(  iitokvokiice  both  to  Johnson  ind  Itarber.  and  his  ciHlraroiir 
*K  Bp  *  rivjil  Ui  the  l»iU-r.  Scr  /'■'rt,  I'iJ)  Aiit;i»t,  mid  «i'^  NuvLiiihrr.  l?")- 
•  I 
KM  aicvant  of  him  in  ihc  Eurttptan  Uofr-'-^itc,  i*a.  MM. — Boswkll. 
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While  stmiifi;  conoeptimi  tlTuggXe  in  hla  bnln ; 
(For  even  »it  b  lirou^jht  to  b  d  wiiM  paiiit) 
To  view  him,  poncm  with  ihcir  Itwd*  would  ratf 
And  >>at>v«  clinf!  frit;1lt(.d  to  lh«  nuncs'  brCML 
Wi"h  lonks  convulw.-d  he  imm™  in  pwnipmm  «tnlD, 
Aoi,  like  sji  AHitry  lion,  iklmkes  hl>  inant;. 
Thr  ninr,  wUh  tnniut  (.irurk.  "ho  ne'er  h»d  seen 
Auf^t  humkn  vith  »o  terribU-  h  inirn, 
DebattDK  whcthcT  they  iJiould  auy  or  run. 
Virtue  ateps  Torih  and  ctiimiii  hi'ii  for  her  hon. 
M'ilh  RcnOli  ipcceh  •h«  warn*  liiro  now  in  yirld. 
Nor  NUin  hi«  g)orli»  in  the  iloubtful  field  : 
But  wrapt  In  conicioiw  worth,  ronU-nl  sit  ilown, 
f-incc  Fame,  tv»oIved  hii  variovN  pK'U  lo  crowi), 
Though  fon-cd  hu  pfrxeiit  dioini  to  diuvov, 
Uad  lung  rnervfd  i  chuplot  for  hii  bro»' 
III?  Laws,  obtfja;    firr  time  hhall  lirmt  rxpirc. 
life  Johnton  utay.  wh;n  Virtue  bid*  reiire." 

The  honourable  Tlioinas   Hervey  ■   ami   liis  lady 
liaving  unliappily  disagreed,  and  being  about  to  se-] 
])aralt%  Johiisou  interfered  as  their  friend,  and  wrote] 
him  a  letter  of  expostulation,  which  I  have  not  been] 
able  to  find;  but  the  siibstaufe  of  it  is  ascertained  by, 
a  letter  to  Johnson  in  answer  to  it,  which  Mr.  Hervey^ 
p'.inted.    The  occasion  of  this  correspondence  between  ^ 
Dr.  Johnson  and  i\Ir.  Hervey  wa,s  thus  reluLed  tome 
by  Mr.  Beauclerk.    "  Tom  Ileney  had  a  great  liking 
for  Johnson,  and  in  bis  will  had  left  him  a  legacy  of 
fifty  ])onnds.     One  day  he  said  to  me,  *  Johnson  mayj 
want  this  money  now,  more  than  afterwards.      I  have 
a  mind  to  give  it  him  directly.     Will  you  be  so  good 
as  to  carry  a  fifty  jwund  note  from  nie  lo  him  ?'     This 
I  positively  refused  to  do,  a«  he  might,  perhaps,  bave^ 
knocked  me  down  for  insulting  him,  and  have  afler- 
wards  put  the  note  in  his  pocket.     But   I  said,  ifj 
Hervey  would  write  him  a  letter,  and  enclose  a  fifty( 
]H>und   note,  I  shouki   take  care  to  deliver  it.      He 


•  The  Honourable  ThontM  Hervey,  whose  lell«r  tajgJr  Tfaonnu  Hanmir,  in] 
1742.  was  iiiiic-h  r^ad  at  thai  lime,     lie  wa«  tlte  nccoili)  urn  uf  Jnhn,  ^c  fiiM' 
Earl  of  Briatpl.  and  one  ot'ilK-brotlivn  of  Johnson's  early  friend.  Ht.'nry  llcrviry. 
He  (waa  bom  in  IGUB]  niaiTttd  in  1744,  Aiuic,  tlauf^ttr tif  Fnu-ris  t  i>U(i;))laa, , 
Kit].,  and  diid  Jan.  30,  177A — Malune. 
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accordingly  did  write  him  a  letter,  mentioning  that  he 
raonly  pajnng  a  legacy  a  little  sooner.  To  liis  letter 
be  added,  '  P.  S.  I  am  going  to  part  with  my  u-ife." 
Johnson  then  nrote  to  him, saying  nothing  oftlie  note, 
bat  remoustrating  with  him  against  parting  with  his 
»ifr." 

Uliea  I  mentioned  tu  Johnson  this  story,  in  as  de- 
lieite  terms  as  I  could,  he  told  nie  that  the  fitly  pound 
Mie  was  given '  to  him  by  Air.  Ilerrey  in  consideration 


■  [Tb*  b  nm  incDOihwiit  with  Mr.  Bnuclrrk'i Account,  tt  nuty  l»rc  bcffl  in 
*  ~  tdon  of  ihia  pamphlet  ihai  Hirvi-y  Irft  .liihnum  rlie  fifly  pnundB  in  liu 
•D  MCDcd  lb«ugbt>  henuf  haTedeumiined  loicrd  Iiiohim.  It  wck 
10  be  vished,  dun  the  Motj  luil  ■inod  on  its  ori^al  ^iwund.  The  ac 
Bc a/ Ml  utticipBUd  legBcj  frams friend  wouUl  have  had  nmhmgobjfcuun. 
I  it ;  bDl  can  w  much  be  Mid  for  the  cmploynieni  of  one'*  pro  for  birr,  ia 
fi^uiiiHd  aqutbbks  of  m  mitchicroua  and  profli|i;ale  ■  mAdiTion  u  Mr. 
■MwB<rve|'^  *'IJevaa  well  known,"  uj'B  the  gmrlc  l]hi^]>hi!ri>f  the  Pccr- 
V.  "te  tdi  fenhit  aod  ccmitricities  "  The  letter  to  Sir  Tbomu  lluimer, 
^t  ■■■danri,  *W  the  fint.  It  b  believed,  of  the  nuny  spik-aIa  which  Mr. 
tcey  made  te  the  puhlir,  relative  ia  his  priratt-  roncrrriR.  The  Kiih;rct  is 
wmmkin^  IjwIt  llAnnMr  doped  from  hci  biubuid  with  Kir.  Ilcrvcj-,  utd 
\  tlawM,  a  will,  in  bi^  faroiir,  of  niuin  »uies,  of  which  Sir  ThoniM 
a  Ufc  ^tmaewmu  fiitrej'm  letter  *vowk  ihc  uliilury,  tmil  osiid^i  very 
I  tat  ilic  Udv's  lnvbi|(  her  husband,  and  then  goc«  on  to  conipliin, 
fir  "^bonaaa  «a«  cutting  timbn  on  the  eat«te  which  had  bHon^ed  In  "  our 
a^**  M  be  calla  ber,  and  nf  whicli  the  icvenion  wa«  hJ3,cinil  lirgging  ttmt,  it' 
.  hilri  adl  any  maie  rimbcr,  he  would  give  him,  IIer\-ey.  tli^  r^fuiiU  ot  It.  AM 
ttbli  ^ouaheA,  and  mi  off  by  cxcravagani  fli)th»  of  fmi  wiiiiii|{,  iho  tnoai 
— IpiTCaaqw.  thcRiMl  indeceiti  lU'iaiK,  and  liic  mo:<l  at-ridu^  et|n-e»ti(>tH  of 
fc  «fim*«  oovncnoo.  thai  h'»  conduct  wm  natutU  and  ddlcjiu.  and  »uch  ■« 
i^9  haAf  niMt  approve;  and  that,  finaiUy^  in  Hraven.  I^ily  Ilanmer,  in  the 
ofvivcft  (*irs<n  rniyu/-),  w(nit(t  be  COQsid^Tvduhis.  Twenty  years 
1  hb  brain.  Juat  at  tlw  cIom  of  the  rdgn  he  addreucd  a  letici  to 
'^ifinepc  tbe  Seoond,  romi-Uining  of  ihe  king's  miniHteni  for  not  paying 
~  WIU.  wfctdi  ibey  owed  him.  and  which  autn  was  compoftcd  of  200/.  pet 
.  tm  10  y•■>1^  which  the  uud  niinititerK  M'>nU  hnrc  midnl  to  the  MloTg  ot 
k  whieb  Mr.  Hervry  held.  In  ihb  letter  he  ptctty  clearly  ciplaina  ihe 
)  «ft  af  Ua  InuUect.  lie  talks  ot  *<  iht  hiJniu  rutyrtt  ofhU  mtntai  tstrucU 
taBKHlS  that  "  a  IrimlJril  and  rrtntlfut  ininil,  in  a  liitUynprrrd 
I  b^  la  album  tfie  emautnmar'nm  ofhumnn  ntitrry."  He  on^plains  that  "hia 
oil  hk  caae, by  callidg  Ihul  a  nenous  diKorder  which  wan  dearly  tw- 
,  Bsd,  in  «oi»«eqtiencroflh«t_/u*rt/rrn»r,  Hctvcy  *' patwrd rlrrrn  t/enrj 
tn^rc  arroHitl  of  timr,  or  othtr  nolict  of  tliing»,  titan  a  pcrion  lultcp, 
■h^mrmit  t]f  tome  horrid  dream."  He  talkKafhi*  faOierana  '*mowj/cr 
■y/*  at  "hU  wriifr  am/  pauionoU  m«hrr"  of  "hit  bate  awd  crurl 
'muA  aeoa  Itia  thb  letter  which  Horace  Walpolcthus  charactcriica : 
*  laaw  jo»  waai  Tom  Henrey'a  letter  (o  the  king  ?  full  of  aliatirdiiy  atid  mad. 
>■)  bu  nth  here  Bud  there  giramii  of  genius  nnd  hapjiy  csproHionM  that  are 
-WflmtMftimi  " — lyttrr  to  Cun^toy,  D<c.  I7G0.  Ilia  quaird  with  hU  necond 
■^  m  ITWf  •  lafMTtd  td  in  the  text,  he,  aeconlitig  \n  bin  cuKtnni,  blaiored  to  the 
Itffv  by  ibK  foJInwlng  adviTliiienienl ;  '^  Wlfrmt  Mrt.  fttrvrj/  liaa  hmt  l/irre 
t^pim  tumitf  la  i1  yar,  and  at  tratt  at  mn  ny  the  ya  t  brfort,  vtthmii  my  leave 
^mrnHf,  amd  hath  emrtmrn^d her um  la  pfrtitt  in  Ihrhkf  rrbel&cmi practices, 
'btriy  inrUrr.  M*/  /  neither  am  iwr  irifi  hr  nreoNnlitfiie  Jbr  anff future  debit 
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of  his  having  written  for  him  a  pamphlet  against  Sir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  who,  Mr.  Hervey  ima- 
gined, was  the  authour  of  an  attack  upon  him ;  but 
that  it  was  afterwards  discovered  to  be  the  work  of 
a  garreteer  \  who  wrote  "  The  Fool :"  the  pamphlet, 
therefore,  against  Sir  Charles  was  not  printed. 

In  February,  1767,  there  happened  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  incidents  of  Johnson's  life,  which  gratified 
his  monarchical  enthusiasm,  and  which  he  loved  to 
relate  with  all  its  circumstances,  when  requested  by 
his  friends.  This  was  his  being  honoured  by  a  pri- 
vate conversation  with  his  majesty  in  the  library  at 
the  queen's  house.  He  had  frequently  visited  those 
splendid  rooms,  and  noble  collection  of  books  %  which 
he  used  to  say  was  more  numerous  and  curious  than 
he  supposed  any  person  could  have  made  in  the  time 
which  the  king  had  employed.  Mr.  Barnard,  the 
librarian,  took  care  that  he  should  have  every  accom- 
modation tbat  could  contribute  to  his  ease  and  con- 
venience, while  indulging  his  literary  taste  in  that 
place  ;  so  that  he  had  here  a  very  agreeable  resource 
at  leisure  hours. 

His  majesty  having  been  informed  of  his  occasional 
visits,  was  pleased  to  signify  a  desire  that  he  should 

tjfhtr  vhttUoever,     She  ii  now  keeping JbrcibU  potuuitm  of  my  house,  to  wMeA 

I  never  did  invite  or  thought  ofinvUtHg  her  in  all  my  life Thomas  Hehvet." 

He  ftfterwafd*  proceeded  further,  and  commenced  a  suit  againat  hii  lady  for 
jactiution  of  marriage,  which  finall;  ended  in  his  discomfiture.  Jofanaoa, 
ai  we  shall  see  hereafter,  characterized  fal'<  friend,  Tom  Hervey,  aa  he  had 
already  done  [ante,  vol.  i.  p.  76.)  his  brother  Henry,  as  very  vicioua.  Alas!  it 
la  but  too  probable,  that  both  were  disordered  in  mind,  and  that  what  was  called 
vice  was,  in  truth,  dtMeate,  and  required  a  madhouse  rather  than  a  prison.— 
Ed.1 

'  [Some  curiosity  would  naturally  be  felt  as  to  who  the  garrtieer  was,  who 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  which  was  attributed  to  Sir  C.  H.  Williams,  the  wlttieat  man 
of  hia  day,  and  to  answer  which,  the  wild  and  sarcastic  genius  of  Herrejr  ic- 
qnired  the  asaistance  of  Dr.  Johnson.  His  name  was  WilUam  Horstey,  bat  hii 
acknowledged  works  ate  poor  productionsi, — Ed.] 

*Dr.  Johnson  had  the  honour  of  contributing  ms  assistance  towards  the  fonna- 
tion  of  this  library;  for  I  have  read  a  long  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Bamaid, 
giving  the  most  masterly  instructions  on  the  subject.  I  wished  much  to  have 
gratified  my  readers  with  the  perusal  of  this  letter,  and  have  reason  to  think  that 
nia  majesty  would  have  been  graciously  pleased  to  permit  its  publication ;  but 
Mr.  Barnard,  to  whom  I  applied,  declined  it  "on  his  own  account." 
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be  told  when  Dr.  Johnson  came  next  to  the  libnirv. 
Accordingly,  the  next  time  that  Johnson  did  come, 
as  soon  as  he  was  fairly  engaged  with  a  book,  on 
which,  while  he  sat  by  the  fire,  he  seemed  quite  intent, 
Mr.  Barnard  stole  round  to  the  apartment  where  the 
king  was,  and,  in  obedience  to  bis  majesty's  commands, 
mentioned  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  then  in  the  library. 
His  majesty  said  he  was  at  leisure,  and  would  go  to 
him  :  upon  which  Mr.  Barnard  took  one  of  the  candles 
that  stood  on  the  king's  table,  and  lighted  his  majesty 
through  a  suite  of  rooms,  till  they  came  to  a  private 
door  into  the  library,  of  which  his  majesty  had  the 
key.  Being  entered,  Mr.  Barnard  stepped  forward 
hastily  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  still  in  a  profound 
study,  and  whispered  him,  "  Sir,  here  is  the  king." 
Johnson  started  up,  and  stood  still.  His  majesty 
approached  him,  and  at  once  was  courteously  easy  \ 
His  majesty  began  by  observing,  that  he  under- 
stood be  came  sometimes  to  the  library ;  and  then 
mentioning  his  having  beard  that  the  Doctor  had 
been  lately  at  Oxford,  asked  him  if  he  was  not  fond 
of  going  thither.  To  which  Johnson  answered,  that 
he  was  indeed  fond  of  going  to  Oxford  sometimes, 
but  was  likewise  glad  to  come  back  again.  The  king 
then  asked  him  what  they  were  doing  at  Oxford. 

1  The  {MitlcuUn  of  thii  convtraadon  I  have  been  at  great  pun*  to  collect 
wtih  the  ntmoai  authenddty,  from  Dr.  Johnaon'i  own  detail  to  mytdf  t  tnm 
Mr.  Longton,  who  <ra»  present  when  he  {tare  an  account  of  it  to  Dr.  joMub 
Warton,  and  Kveral  other  friends  at  Sir  Joihiia  Re^otda'i ;  from  Mr.  Barnard ; 
Aom  the  eopj  of  a  letter  wriitoi  by  the  late  Mr.  Stiahan,  the  printer,  to  Biahof 
WarhurtoD ;  and  fVom  a  minute,  the  orif^nal  of  which  is  amonn  the  papers  of 
the  late  Sir  James  Caldwell,  and  a  copy  of  which  wu  moat  oU^ngly  obtained 
for  roe  from  hia  son,  Sir  Francis  Lotnni.  To  all  these  gentlemen  (  beg  leave  la 
make  mj  mtefnl  acknowledgments,  and  paiikiilarly  to  Sir  Francis  Ijomm, 
who  waa  jMaacd  to  take  a  frreat  deal  (^  trouble,  and  even  had  tlie  minute  laid 
before  the  king  by  Lord  Caennarthen,  now  Duke  of  Iiecds,  then  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's principal  Kcretarics  of  state,  who  announced  to  Sir  Francis  the  royal  plea, 
sure  ctntceming  it  by  s  letirr,  in  thisc  words : — "  I  have  the  king's  commands 
to  aaaare  you,  sir,  how  sensible  his  majesty  is  of  your  attention  In  communicat- 
ti^  the  minute  of  the  conversation  previous  to  its  publicatioiL  As  there  appean 
BO  objection  to  your  complying  with  Air.  Boawell's  widiea  on  the  subject,  yon 
•TC  at  full  liberty  to  deliver  it  to  that  gentleman,  to  make  noch  use  of  in  his  Life 
of  Dr.  Johnatm,  ■•  he  may  think  propc*."— Boswkll. 

D  2 
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Johnson  answered,  lie  coulil  not  much  commend  theu 
diligence,  but  that  in  some  respects  they  were  mendei 
for  they  hail  put  their  press  under  better  regulatioi 
and  were  at  that  time  printing  Polybius.     He  wj 
then   asked   whether  there   were  l»ett«r  libraries 
Oxford  or  Cambridge.     He  answered,   he  believt 
the  Bodleian  was  larger  than  any  they  had  at  Can 
bridge ;  at  the  same  time  adding,  *'  I  hope,  wlietht 
we  Imve  more  books  or  not  than  they  have  at  Cam- 
bridge, we  shall  make  as  good  use  of  them  as  ihey^ 
do."  Being  asked  whether  All-Souls  or  Christ-Church 
library  was  the  largest,  he  answered,  "  All-Souls  li- 
brary is  the  largest  we  have,  except  the  Bodleian." 
**  Ay,"  said  the  king,  **  that  is  the  publick  library/*. 
His  majesty  inquired  if  he  was  theu  writing  au] 
thing.     lie  answered,  he  was  not,  for  he  had  prett 
well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and  must  now  res 
to  acquire  more  knowledge.     The  king,  as  it  shouU 
seem  with  a  view  to  urge  him  to  rely  on  hisow^n  ston 
08  an  original  writer,  and  to  continue  his  labours,  th< 
said,  "  1  do  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  ani 
body."      John.son  said,  he  thought  he  had  already 
done  his  part  as  a  writer.     "I  should  have  though! 
so  too,"  said  the  king,  "if  you  had  not  written  s^ 
well,"     Johnson  obsened  to  ine,  ujwn  this,  that  "N< 
man  could  have  paid  a  handsomer  compliaient  * ;  am 
it  was  fit  for  a  king  to  pay.    It  was  decisive."   \Vhei 
asked  by  another  friend,  at  Sir  Josltua  Reynolds's," 
whetlier  !ie  made  any  reply  to  this  high  compliment, 
he  answered  "  No,  sir.     Wheu  the  king  had  said  it, 
it  was  to  be  so.     It  was  not  for  me  to  bandy  civilities 
with  my  sovereign."     Perluips  no  man  who  had  speni 
his  whole  life  in  courts  could  have  shown  a  more  ni< 
and  dignified  sense  of  true  politeness  than  Johnsoi 
did  in  this  instance. 

'  [Johnion  htmaeU'  Emilatcd  It  to  Pauli  [mw  party  10th  Octatwr,  IJi;!)) ; 
it  ii  mtlri:*)  bvrome  one  of  ihc  commom-placa  ot  coniplimcfit.^£l>-J 
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His  majesty  having  observed  to  him  that  be  sup- 
posed he  must  have  read  a  great  deal,  Johnson  an- 
swered, that  he  thought  more  than  he  read ;  that  he 
had  read  a  great  deal  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  but 
having  fallen  into  ill  health,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
read  much,  compared  with  others :  for  instance,  he 
said  he  had  not  read  much,  compared  with  Dr.  War- 
burton.  Upon  which  the  king  said,  that  he  heard 
Dr.  Warburton  was  a  man  of  such  general  know- 
ledge, that  you  could  scarce  talk  with  him  on  any 
subject  on  which  he  was  not  qualified  to  speak ;  and 
that  his  learning  resembled  Garrick's  acting,  in  its 
universality  ^  His  majesty  then  talked  of  the  con- 
troversy between  Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he 
seemed  to  have  read,  and  asked  Johnson  what  he 
thought  of  it.  Johnson  answered,  "  Warbiulon  has 
most  general,  most  scholastick  learning ;  Lowth  is  the 
more  correct  scholar.  I  do  not  know  which  of  them 
calls  names  best."  The  king  was  pleased  to  say  he 
was  of  the  same  opinion ;  adding,  **  You  do  not  think 
then.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  there  was  much  argument 
in  the  case."  Johnson  said,  he  did  not  think  there  was. 
"  Why  truly  (said  the  king),  when  once  it  comes  to 
calling  names,  argument  is  pretty  well  at  an  end.'* 


'  The  RcT.  Mr.  Stratun  dcmrly  recollecu  h«TU)g  been  told  by  Johnion,  th«t 
the  lung  obaerred  thmt  Pope  made  WKrburtoa  m  bianop.  "  True,  mr  (nud  Jofao. 
■on),  but  Wirbuiton  did  more  for  Pope  ;  he  made  him  k  CbrUtuui ;"  ftUudioB, 
Dodoubt,  to  hb  ingcnioui  coronicnti  on  the  "  Emmj  on  Alan."  [Mr.  Strahmn'i 
recollKtioQ  ptobAbly  failed  him.  Hii  m«jeatjr  and  Dr.  Johnaon  were  both  too 
well  informed  to  have  bandied  such  idle  talk.  Warburton  had  publi-iied  tba 
Diviwa  LegatitM,  and  w&t  chaplain  to  the  prince  of  Walea  before  he  knew  Pope  t 
hU  acquaintance  with  that  poet,  but  of  four  years*  conitxiuance,  was  ended  by 
Pope's  death  in  1744.  It  waa  ten  yean  after,  that  he  became  a  king's  chaplain, 
•DO,  in  175A,  he  had  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  of  I>urham.  In  17&7i  he  was 
made  dean  of  Bristol ;  and,  in  17W),  tlxUen  t/tart  after  Pop^t  death,  he  became 
biahop  of  Oloucciter.  If  it  be  alleged,  that  Mr.  Straban's  report  refers  lo  the 
■nppositioiL,  that  his  commentary  on  Pope's  "  Esaay  on  Man"  tended  to  create 
that  character  which  finally  raised  him  to  the  bench;  it  may  be  obactTed,  that 
be  published,  before  and  after  that  commentary,  a  multitude  of  works  on  pole- 
mlul  and  religious  subjects,  much  more  important  and  remarkable  than  the 
Commentary  on  the  *'  Esaay  on  Man."  The  truth  is,  Warburton  was  made  a 
Uihop  by  hia  mowKRU  worka,  and  hia  high  literary  diancter,  to  whicfa  thb 
ctaimaitary  cootribMed  a  very  loooimderabie  part — Sd.] 
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His  majesty  then  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
Lord  Lyttelton's  hiBtory,  which  was  then  just  pub- 
lished. Johnson  said,  he  thought  his  style  pretty 
good,  but  that  he  had  blamed  Henry  the  Second 
rather  too  much.  "  Why  (said  the  king),  they  ael- 
dom  do  these  things  by  halves."  "  No,  air  (answezed 
Johnson),  not  to  kings."  But  fearing  to  be  niisun- 
derstood,  he  proceeded  to  explain  himself;  and  im- 
mediately subjoined,  "  That  for  those  who  spoke 
woree  of  kings  than  they  deserved,  he  could  find  no 
excuse ;  but  that  he  could  more  easily  ^:onceive  how 
some  might  speak  better  of  them  than  they  deserved* 
without  any  ill  intention ;  for,  as  kings  had  much  in 
their  power  to  give,  those  who  were  favoured  by  them 
would  frequently,  from  gratitude,  exaggerate  their 
praises :  and  as  this  proceeded  from  a  good  motive^ 
it  was  certainly  excusable,  as  far  as  errour  could  be 
excusable." 

The  king  then  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  Dr. 
Hill.  Johnson  answered  that  he  was  an  ingenious 
man,  but  had  no  veracity;  and  immediately  men- 
tioned, as  an  instance  of  it,  an  assertion  of  that 
writer,  that  he  had  seen  objects  magnified  to  a  mudi' 
greater  degree  by  using  three  or  four  microscopes  at 
a  time  than  by  using  one.  "  Now  (added  Johnson) 
eveiy  one  acquainted  with  microscopes  knows,  that 
the  more  of  them  he  looks  through,  the  less  the  ob- 
ject will  appear  ^"  "  Why  (replied  the  king)  this  is 
not  only  telling  an  untruth, but  telling  it  clumsily;  for, 
if  that  be  the  case,  every  one  who  can  look  through 
a  microscope  will  be  able  to  detect  him." 

■  [Here,  aa  tlie  biihop  of  Fen»  remuks,  Dr.  JohoBoo  wu  culpablj  UDJiutto 
Hill,  ud  showed  that  he  did  not  understand  the  subject.  Hill  does  not  ulk  tt 
■nagnifying  objects  by  tao  or  more  miaoscope-s  but  by  applying  two  objed 
^tuiti  to  (me  microscope;  and  the  advantage  of  diminished  spberieal  vnan  b^ 
this  contrivance  is  well  known.  Hill's  account  of  the  experiment  {Veg.  Syttem, 
toHd.  1770,  p.  44)  Is,  a*  the  bishop  further  observes,  obscurely  wul  inaccuimtd; 
exprened  in  one  or  two  wticulan  j  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  ts  iuIk 
ttantiaUy  right,  and  (hat  Dr.  Johnson's  sutcmeoi  waa  attosether  unfounded-* 
Ed.J 
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**  I  now  (said  Johnson  to  his  friends,  when  relating 
what  had  passed)  began  to  consider  that  I  was  depre- 
dating this  man  in  the  estimation  of  his  sovereign, 
and  thought  it  was  time  for  me  to  say  something 
that  might  be  more  favourable."  He  added,  there- 
fore, that  Dr.  Hill  was,  notwithstanding,  a  very  curi- 
ous observer ;  and  if  he  would  have  been  contented 
to  tell  the  world  no  more  than  he  knew,  he  might 
have  been  a  very  considerable  man,  and  needed  not 
to  have  recourse  to  such  mean  expedients  to  raise  his 
reputation. 

The  king  then  talked  of  literary  journals,  men- 
tioned particularly  the  Journal  de»  Savatuft  and 
asked  Johnson  if  it  was  well  done.  Johnson  said,  it 
was  formerly  very  well  done,  and  gave  some  account 
of  the  persons  who  began  it,  and  carried  it  on  for 
some  years;  enlarging,  at  the  same  time,  on  the 
nature  and  use  of  such  works.  The  king  asked  him 
if  it  was  well  done  now.  Johnson  answered,  he  had 
no  reason  to  think  that  it  was.  The  king  then  asked 
him  if  there  were  any  other  literary  journals  pub- 
lished in  this  kingdom,  except  the  Monthly  and 
Critical  Reviews ;  and  on  being  answered  there  was 
no  other,  his  majesty  aaked  which  of  them  was  the 
best:  Johnson  answered,  that  the  Monthly  Review 
was  done  with  most  care,  the  Critical  upon  the  best 
principles;  addiog  that  the  authors  of  the  Monthly 
Review  were  enemies  to  the  church.  This  the  king 
said  he  was  sorry  to  hear. 

The  conversation  next  turned  on  the  Philosophical 
Transactions,  when  Johnson  observed  that  they  had 
now  a  better  method  of  arranging  their  materials 
than  formerly.  "  Ay  (said  the  king),  they  are  obliged 
to  Dr.  Johnson  for  that ;"  for  his  majesty  had  heard 
and  remembered  the  circumstance,  which  Johnson 
himself  had  forgot. 
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His  majesty  expressed  a  desire  to  have  the  literal 
biography  of  this  coimtr)-  ably  executed,  and  proposed 
to  Dr.  JoliiiKon  to  undertake  it '.    Jubiison  signified 
his  readiness  to  comply  with  his  majesty's  Irishes. 

During  the  whole  of  tliis  inten'iew,  Johnson  talked^ 
to  his  majesty  with  profound  respect,  but  still  in  hii 
Bnn  manly  manner,  with  a  sonorous  voice^and  nevei 
in  that  subdued  tone  wliich  is  commonly  used  at  th< 
le\ce  and  in  the  drawing-room.  After  the  king  with- 
drew, Johnson  showed  himself  highly  pleased  with 
his   majesty's  conversation  and  gracious  behaviour.     , 
He  said  to  Mr.  Barnard,  **Sir,  they  may  talk  of  tbeS 
king  as  they  will ;  but  he  is  the  finest  gentleman  I 
have  ever  seen''.*'     Anil  he  afterwards  observed  to 
Mr.  Langton,  **  Sir,  his  luauucrs  are  those  of  as  fine 
a  gentleman  as   we  may  suppose  Louis  XIV. 
Charles  H." 

At  Sir  Joshua  ReynoldsV  where  a  circle  of  John-^ 
son's  friends  was  collected  round  him  to  hear  bii 
account  of  this  memorable  conversation,  Dr.  Josepl 
Warton,  in   his  fnmk  and  lively  manner,  was  ver] 
active  in  pressing  him  to  mention  the  particuIar&J 
**Come  now,  sir,  this  is  an  interesting  matter;  da] 
favour  us  with  it."  Johnson,  with  great  good  bumour, 
complied. 

He  told  them,  "  I  found   his  majesty  wished  II 
should  talk,  and  I  made  it  my  business  to  talk,     ti 
find  it  does  a  man  good  to  be  talked  to  by  bis  sovc 
reign.     In  the  first  ])lace,  a  man  cannot  be  in  a  pas- 
sion' ."     Here  some  question  interrupted  him, 

which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  he  certainly  would  have 


'  |TSi«  pcHuips  m»y  have  ^n-Ai  Dr.  .lohtuon  Ihe  firtt  idea  uf  tlie  moat  pO'l 

pular  and  entertaining  Dt'all  hi*  aorkti,  "The  l.ivct  of  tlw  Pot-is." — Bn.]         ] 

■  [This  Kntinda  un  of  Madanic  de  Serigo^-'a  chamiut){  nairctw,  arbcn,  aAcr' 

EVing  an  accnunt  ol'Iimalii  XIV.  having  ilancMl  with  Iict,  nJic  adtU,**  Ahl  r.'ot 
plui  ciuidioi  dii  mondc  !" — Ku.) 

>  [JflJiiiMui  wax.  In  ItU  calmei  momoiu,  »eruilile  of  the  loo  great  vebemfcce 
Df  his  coiiveiulion  t  and  yrt,  mt  ;«m/,  lUih  >fnj-,  IJfW — Eo.] 


I 
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pointed  out  aud  ilUtstratetl  many  ciroiiinstances  of 
advaoUge,  from  being  in  a  sitnation  where  tlie  powers 
of  Ihe  mind  are  at  once  excited  to  vigorous  exertion, 
■ad  tempered  by  reverential  awe. 

Daring  all  the  time  iu  which  Dr.  Johnson  was  em- 
aloyed  in  relating  to  the  circle  at  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
■olds's  the  particulars  of  what  passed  Iwtween  the 
king  and  him»  Dr.  Goldnmith  reniaiiied  unmoved 
upon  a  sofa  at  some  distance,  affecting  not  to  join  in 
the  least  in  the  eager  curiosity  of  the  company.  He 
MBCned  as  a  reason  for  his  gloom  and  seeming  in- 
■ttention,  that  he  apprehended  Johnson  had  rclin- 
quisbed  Lis  purpose  of  furnishing  him  \s1th  a  pro- 
kogue  to  his  play,  with  the  hopes  of  which  he  had 
been  flattered;  but  it  was  strongly  suspected  Uiat  he 
ms  fretting  with  chagrin  aud  envy  at  the  singular 
honour  Dr.  Johnson  had  lately  enjoyed.  At  length, 
thy  frankness  and  simplicity  of  his  natural  character 
loeTailed.  Hesprung  from  the  sofa,  advanced  toJohn- 
•oB,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter,  &oni  imagining  him- 
wukS  ia  the  situation  which  he  had  just  been  hearing 
described,  exclaimed,  **  Well,  you  acquitted  yourself 
ia  tliis  conversation  better  than  I  should  have  done ; 
for  I  shouid  have  bowed  and  stammered  through  tlie 
whole  of  it." 

[It  is  a  singtUarity  that,  however  obnous,  has  not  Eo. 
been  before  observed,  that  Johnsoii  sliould  have  been 
m.  the  presence  of  Queen  Anne  and  of  George  the 
Foorth'.     He  once  told  Sir  John  Hawkins,  [that,  in  H«wk. 
B  riidt  to  Mrs.  Percj',  who  had  the  care  of  one  of  the  '''    ' 
Toong  princes,  at  the  queen's  house,  tlie  Prince  of 

» lOewc*  tfce  Pint  be  pMJhtHjr  never  mw,  hut  Owirge  the  Second  he  murt 
Rttady  ti4«c  «™.  Kid  he  h»d  iht  honour  of  cnmvmuMK,  u  above  snied, 
jL  ^  itwi  Thinl  BRfl  Cmnn.'  ihe  Fnurth.  and  ihus  «w  four  nf  the  fira 


«Jl  OuwiJ  ibo  Thinl  and  <imr^'  (he  Fourth,  and  ihu»  »w  fuur  "f  the  fit* 
•<ww*M.  «bow  Riras  almdy  include  abote  >  oeoluiy  and  »  quarter — 


A. 
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Walesj  being  then  a  child,  came  into  the  room,  and 
began  to  play  about ;  when  Johnson,  with  his  usual 
curiosity,  took  an  opportunity  of  asking  him  what 
books  he  was  reading,  and,  in  particular,  inquired  as 
to  his  knowledge  of  the  scriptures;  the  prince,  in 
his  answers,  gave  him  great  satisfaction,  and,  as  to 
the  last,  said,  that  part  of  his  daily  exercises  was  to 
read  Ostervald  ^] 

I  received  no  letter  from  Johnson  this  year:  nor 
have  I  discovered  any  of  the  correspondence^  he  hacU 
except  the  two  letters  to  Mr.  Drummond,  which  have 
been  inserted,  for  the  sake  of  connexion  with  that  to 
the  same  gentleman  in  1766.  His  diary  affords  no 
light  as  to  his  employment  at  this  time.  He  passed 
[more  than^]  three  months  at  Lichfield;  and  I  can- 
not omit  an  aifecting  and  solemn  scene  there,  as 
related  by  himself: 

Prtym        "Sunday,  Oct.  18,  1767.     Yesterday,  Oct.  17,  at  about  ten 

*7fi  rf  ^^  ^^  morning,  I  took  my  leave  for  ever  of  my  dear  old  friend, 

'    '  Catherine  Chambers,  who  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about 

1724,  and  has  been  but  little  parted  from  us  since.    She  buried 

my  father,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.    She  is  now  fifty-eight 

years  old. 

"  I  desired  all  to  withdraw,  then  told  her  that  we  were  to  part 
for  ever ;  that  as  ChriatianB,  we  should  part  with  prayer ;  and  that 
I  would,  if  she  was  willing,  say  a  short  prayer  beside  her.  She 
expressed  great  desire  to  hear  me;  and  held  up  her  poor  hands, 

>  [No  doubt  the  popul&r  Catechitm  and  "  Abridgement  of  Socied  Riitorj'* 
of  J.  F.  OBtCTvald,  an  eminent  Swiss  dirine.  He  died  in  I747,  in  tbeSMt 
jear  of  bis  i^e. — Ed.  ] 

>  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  when  I  speak  of  his  correspondencei  I  coiu 
dder  it  independent  of  the  vohiminoai  collection  of  letters  which,  in  the  eoutia 
of  tnanj  years,  he  wrote  to  Mn.  Thrale,  which  forois  a  separate  part  of  hia 
works :  and  as  a  proof  of  the  hi|;h  estimatun  set  on  anjt  thing  which  came  from 
his  pen,  wu  sold  by  that  lady  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds.— B08WE]:,L. 
[See  the  preface  for  some  obsetYadoni  on  these  lettert, — Ed.] 

3  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dnimmond,  dated  Oct  24,  176?,  be  mentions  that  be 
had  arrived  in  London,  afta  an  atwsice,  of  nearly  I'ue  montfit,  in  the  country. 
Probably  part  of  tfaat  time  was  spent  at  Oxford — Malone.  [He  date*  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  from  Lichfield,  as  early  as  the  20th  July,  and  stMci  ibmt 
he  had  already  been  there  longer  than  he  intended..  LeUert.~~Ej>.'\ 
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as  ahe  \jty  in  befl,  with  great  fervour,  while  I  prayed,  kneeling  Piajrcn 
by  her,  nearly  in  the  following  words :  *m  t? 

'  "  Almighty  and  moat  merciful  Father,  whoae  loving  kindne« 
is  over  all  thy  works,  behold,  visit,  and  relieve  this  thy  servant, 
who  is  grieved  vrith  sickness.  Orant  that  the  sense  of  her 
weakness  may  add  strength  to  her  faith,  and  seriousness  to  her 
repentance.  And  grant  that  by  the  help  of  thy  holy  spirit, 
after  the  pains  and  labours  of  this  short  life,  we  may  all  obtain 
everlasting  happiness,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  for  whose 
sake  hear  our  prayers  >.     Amen.     Our  father,  &c. 

"  I  then  kissed  her.  She  tc^d  me,  that  to  part  was  the  greatest 
pain  that  she  had  ever  felt,  and  that  she  hoped  we  should  meet 
again  in  a  better  place.  I  expresaed,  with  swelled  eyes,  and 
great  emotion  of  tenderness,  the  same  hopes.  We  kissed,  and 
parted,  I  humbly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to  part  no  more*." 

By  those  who  have  been  taught  to  look  upon  John- 
son as  a  man  of  a  harsh  and  stern  character,  let  this 
tender  and  affectionate  scene  be  candidly  read ;  and 
let  them  then  judge  whether  more  warmth  of  heart 
and  grateful  kindness  is  often  fotmd  in  human  nature. 

"TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

"  Lichfield,  30  July,  17«7.       JSJ^t** 
"  Though  I  have  been  away  so  much  longer  than  I  purposed  p.  3, 
or  expected,  I  have  found  nothing  that  withdraws  my  affecticMu 
from  the  fiiends  whom  I  lef^  behind,  or  which  makes  me  \em 
desirous  of  reposing  at  that  place  which  your  kindness  and  Mr. 
Thrale's  allows  me  to  call  my  home. 

"  Miss  Lucy  is  more  kind  and  civil  than  I  expected,  and  has 
raised  my  esteem  by  many  excellencies  very  noble  and  respleiw 
dent,  though  a  little  discoloured  by  hoary  virginity.  Every 
thing  else  recalls  to  my  remembrance  years  in  which  I  proposed 
what,  I  am  afraid,  I  have  not  done,  and  promised  myself  plea- 
sure which  I  have  not  found." 

We  have  the  following  notice  in  his  devotional 
record: 

*  [The  greuer  pxrt  of  thii  'prmjn  U,  M  the  Bishop  of  Ferni  obteive*,  in  the 
viaitation  of  the  sick  in  our  litu^. — Ed.] 

*  [CKtbaine  Chambm  died  in  »  few  Av/*  ttUx  this  interriew,  »ai  wu  tmrWd 
in  St.  Chads,  LiefafieU,  on  ths  7Ui  Nov.  1767.~UAawooo.] 


u 
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"  Aupist  2,  1767-  I  have  been  disturbed  and  unsettled  (or 
a  long  time,  and  have  been  without  re^^olution  to  apply  to  Study 
or  to  business,  being  hindcr«1  by  sudden  tuiatches. 

"  I  have  for  some  days  forborne  wine  mul  suppers.  Abstinence' 
is  nut  eaitily  pnictified  in  aiiotlier's  house  ;  but  I  think  it  tit  to 
try. 

"  I  wM  extremrly  perturlied  in  the  night,  bnt  have  hud  this. 
day  mwe  ease  tluui  I  expected^  D[^eo^  gr^atia^  Perliaps  thi» 
may  be  ituch  a  sudden  relief  as  I  once  had  by  a  good  night'» 
rest  in  Fettw-lane. 

*'  From  that  lime,  by  abstinence,  I  have  had  more  ease.  I 
have  read  five  books  uf  Homer,  and  hope  to  end  the  sixth  to- 
night.    I  have  given  Mrs.  -     ■■  a  guinea. 

"  By  abstinence  from  wine  and  siipperc,  I  obtnincd  sudden 
and  great  relief,  and  had  frcctlom  of  mind  restored  to  me; 
which  I  have  wanted  fur  all  this  year,  without  being  able  to 
find  my  means  of  obtaining  it." 


He,  however,  furnished  Mr.  Adams  with  a  dedi- 
cation* to  the  king  of  that  ingenious  fjentleman's 
"Treatise  on  tlie  Globes,"  conceived  and  expressed 
in  Kiich  a  manner  as  could  not  fail  to  be  verj'  grate- 
ful to  a  monarch,  distinguished  for  his  love  of  the 
sciences. 

This  year  was  published  a  ridicule  of  his  style, 
under  the  title  of  "  Lexiphanes."  Sir  John  Hawkins 
a.scnbcs  it  to  Dr.  Kenrick;  but  its  aiithonr  was  one 
Campbell,  a  Scotch  purser  in  the  navy.  The  ridicule 
consisted  in  applying  Johnson's  *'  words  of  large 
meaning,"  to  insignificant  matters,  as  if  one  should 
put  the  armour  of  Goliath  upon  a  dwarf.  The  con- 
trast might  be  laughable ;  but  the  dignity  of  the 
armour  must  remain  the  same  in  nil  considerate 
minds.  This  malicious  drollery ',  therefore,  it  may 
easily  be  supposed,  could  do  no  harm  to  its  illustrious 
object. 


*  [It  mny  have  liccn  lUkliciirjs,  but  h  crrtatnly  h  tint  <lrnlE.     It  is  M  over- 
ctvugcd,  M  to  have  neilher  icscmblancc  nor  pleasanu^. — Eo. ) 


«  TO  BEiVXET  LANGTON,  ESQ. 
At  Mr.  itolkwrirt.  fcrfimer^  ttt  AVw  Bond-ttrcei,  LohJoh. 

"  I.ichficKl,  lOth  OctobfT,  I7C7. 
DxAH  BIB, — That  you  have  been  all  summer  in  London  is 
tiMw  reason  for  which  I  regret  my  long  stay  in  tlie  countrv. 
I  hope  that  you  Till  not  I  rave  the  town  hefctre  my  return.  Wc 
bme  here  only  the  cbuiice  of  vacanaes  in  the  passinfr  carriage, 
aid  I  have  be-tpoken  one  that  may,  if  it  happens,  brinjf  me  to 
on  the  fourteenth  '  of  this  month  ;  but  this  is  not  certain, 
**Ic  will  b«  a  favour  if  you  communicate  this  to  Mrs. 
I ;  I  \oog  GO  me  all  my  fHends.  I  am,  Hear  sir.  your 
.  Immble  servant,  *'  Sah.  Johkboh." 


[••TO  MRS.  ASTON". 

'■  I7th  NoTcmber,  IJfi?. 
•■  Madam, — If  you  impute  it  to  disreRpect  or  inattentlun,  thttt 
no  leave  when  I  leA  Lichfield,  you  will  do  me  great  in- 
1  know  you  too  well  not  to  vahie  your  friendship. 
''When  I  came  to  Oxford  I  inquired  afler  the  prmluct  of 
vahmt-tree,  but  it  bad,  like  other  trees  this  year,  but  very 
firv  nutA,  and  for  those  few  I  came  too  late.  The  tree,  as  I 
toU  you,  madam,  we  cannot  find  to  be  more  than  thirty  years 
•td,  and  upon  measuring  it,  I  found  it,  at  about  one  foot  fr«im 
the  ground,  seven  fevt  in  circumference,  and  at  the  height,  of 
dMot  seven  feet ;  the  circumference  in  live  feet  and  a  httif;  it 
woflid  have  been,  I  believe,  utill  bigger  but  that  it  has  been 
lopped-  The  nuts  are  small,  »uch  na  they  cnll  single  iiut!«; 
vWther  this  nut  is  of  quicker  growth  than  better  I  have  not 
j«  inqvitred  ;  such  ati  they  arc  I  hope  to  »entl  them  next  year. 

"  you  know,  dear  madam,  the  liberty  I  took  of  tiinting,  that 
I  abd  not  think  your  present  niotle  of  life  very  pregnant  with 
hipyiiiLM  Reflection  ha»«  not  yet  clianged  my  opinion.  8o)i- 
tade  excludes  pleasure,  and  dues  not  always  secure  peace.  Some 
eomnonication  of  sentiments  is  commonly  nccejuuury  to  give  vent 
la  tfke  imaguutjon,  and  diacharge  tlie  mind  of  ita  on'n  flatu- 
Somc  lady  surely  might  be  found,  in  whose  conver- 


PultCT 

MSS, 


'  "We  harp  ju»|  «.•«»  thai  ht  wm  detuned  till  the  ISih Ed.^ 

"[  Elizabeth,  oae  of  the  youii){i.i  dAijf;hun  of  Sir  Thoiiiu  Asinn:  Bceunfc, 
■L  i.  p  &2,  m.  Some  leticn  nf  Jittinwti  to  Mm.  Anion,  which  hnvr  bnrn  com- 
mmiaud  tioee  iha)  note  «n  printed,  arc  wntltin  wlih  »  unilomi  wpirii  ot  tm« 
loaa  aod  n^cct,  ud,  though  of  little  other  value,  aSbrd  an  oddilicmol  pmaf 

#  Ar  ■BBCBiac^  of  MIh  Se«wil,  irha  rrpmcnii  Dr.  Johnton  u  ttatmg  to  her 

•  i«7  aMfcnnmble  cfamctcr  of  Mn,  AMon-^Ec] 
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sation  you  might  tlelight^  and  in   wliosc  fidelity  you  might 
repose.      The  trorld,  say-*  hocVc,  hat  people  ttf  all  tori  a.     You 
will  forgive  roc  this  obtrusion  of  my  opinion ;  I  am  sure  1  wit 
you  weU. 

"  Poor  Kitty  luu  done  what  we  have  all  to  do,  and  Lucy 
the  world  to  begin  anew  ;   I  hope  she  will  find  aoiae  way 
more  content  than  I  left  her  possea&ing. 

"Be  pleaiwd  to  make  my  compliments  to  Airs.  Hinckley  and  I 
Miss  Turton.     I  am>  madam,  your   nio^  obliged  and 
humble  servant,  "  Sam.  Johnson."] 

It  api)ears  from  bis  notes  of  the  state  of  his  mind,< 
that  he  sufiered  gruat  perturbation  aiid  distractiou  ia, 
1768. 


Pi»yer» 
&Mcd. 
p.  SO. 


•*Toviuinkllui^<,  io  Ken^  Ifiih  Sspc  I768,  il  nigbL 
"  I  have  now  begun  the  sixtieth  year  of  my  life  How  the  last 
year  ha»  past,  I  am  unwilling  to  terrily  niy»elf  with  tliinking. 
This  day  has  been  past  in  great  perturbation  ;  1  wiis  distracted 
at  church  in  an  micommon  degree,  and  my  distress  has  had 
very  little  intermission.  I  have  found  my«elf  somewhat  relieved 
by  reading,  which  I  therefore  intend  to  practice  when  I 
able. 

"  This  day  it  came  into  my  mind  to  write  the  history  of 


vea 


placca-H 
tanncsM 


*  [It  Kppckra  that  he  Tuited,  vtib  the  Thr«lc»,  Mr.  Brooke  of  Town-TTUkUing, 
of  wiMMW  priniltirc  houM  uid  otuintr*  wc  finil  name  oconint  In  ilw  Lcltcrt. 

«  Dr.  JohmtOH  Io  Mr*.  T/iraIr,  Xtd  .luffnit,  1777 — "It  »"  »"V  ^eD  do«» 
bv  Mr-  Brooke  to  Mnil  for  you.     Hi«   houK  u  one  of  my  hvouriw  places 
Hb  wucr  u  Ttry  commodiouii,  and  (he  whole  place  hu  the  ffue  oltl  ftppti 
of  ■  IHik'  country  town,     t  hogx-  Miu  ((oes,  for  %\te  lakes  riDiice." 

*■•  Mrt.  ThraU  (o  t>r.  Jofmtom,  llttA  Sfpttmhfr,  1777 — "  t3on»,  here  [■ 
news  of  Town-DialUnft,  the  quiet  old^fuihioned  place  in  Kent,  that  jrou  liked 
to,  fcccauM  it  VH  ij^nble  to  jrour  oirn  notions  of  a  mnd  life-  J  bdiere 
wc  were  the  6nt  people,  excvpt  the  n^axler  (if  it,  who  hiid,  fiir  many  ynm, 
iitken  delight  in  the  old  catch  wiiboui  hpring^,  Utc  two  roaMcd  duck*  in  otw 
dixh.  tile  fortified  flower  gudin,  and  fii-trees  cit  in  fignrea.  A  spiiit  of  In. 
novation  tuM  hovevet  reached  even  iliere  at  lant.  The  rfiada  ne  Tn<-iidtd ;  ttn 
ntorc  luuTow  shadcil  lanra,  tnii  clear  on^n  turnpike  trotting.  A  yew  bed^  Of 
an  eugh  hedge  IT  you  will,  newly  cut  flown  loo  by  hu  nephew's  di-«irv.  AIi ! 
thoac  Ref>hcw«. — Aod  a  wall  piiUcd  away,  which  hcirr  tncompanilile  ftiik.^M 
tvti  in  l/ir  vmiulriji—u  the  phriwr.  Air.  Thrale  it  wicked  enough  to  UTk*  on 
thcw  rough  rcionmn,  how  tt  wil]  tnd  I  know  not,  Kur  your  comfort,  ihr 
•qnare  (arala  *till  drop  into  one  anotliirT.  and  tl^c  chocolaie  ia  %till  niatlt-  in  the 
room  by  a  maid,  whn  curtsic*  as  »hc  prcscnu  every  cup.  l>cai  old  Daddy 
Brooke  took*  vellr  and  even  handtonie  at  etjihty-otic  yeant  cAi  t  whilv  I  »aw  hb 
kiiiter,  who  li  nlnciv-four  ye*n  old  and  calls  him  t-'raMkry,  cat  tnure  venisoo  ai 
a  bitiing  tlian  Mr.  riiralc.  TIwk  are  ttic  proper  conicDiplatioiia  of  ihid  aeaaon. 
Blay  my  dau]{hUT  and  my  friend  but  enjoy  life  ax  lan^t,  unit  u*l-  it  at  intioceoilf 
aa  llieae  awevt  gwople  tuve  done.  The  sight  of  &ueh  a  faraiiy  godmIcs  ' 
hcan."—  En.] 
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meUndioly.     On  thb  I  purpote  to  deliberate;  I  know  not 
whether  it  nuy  not  too  mach  disturb  me." 

Nothing  of  his  Mnitings  was  given  to  the  public 
this  year,  except  the  Prologue  •  to  his  friend  Gold- 
smith's comedy  of  "  The  Good-natiu'ed  Man,"  The 
first  lines  of  this  prologue  are  strongly  characteristical 
of  the  dismal  gloom  of  his  mind ;  which  in  his  case, 
as  in  the  case  of  all  who  are  distressed  with  the  same 
malady  of  imagination,  transfers  to  others  its  own 
feelings.  Who  could  suppose  it  was  to  introduce  a 
comedy,  when  Mr.  Bensley  solemnly  began, 

"  Preit'd  with  the  iMd  of  life,  the  wtmij  mind 
Samjt  the  gmoil  uril  of  humw  kind  ?" 

But  this  dark  ground  might  make  Goldsmith's  hu- 
mour shine  the  more  *. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  having  published  my 
**  Account  of  Corsica,  with  the  Journal  of  a  Tour 
to  that  Island,"*  I  returned  to  London,  very  desirous 
to  see  Dr.  Johnson,  and  hear  him  upon  the  subject 
I  found  he  was  at  Oxford,  with  his  friend  Mr. 
Chambers,  who  was  now  Vinerian  Professor,  and 
lived  in  New-inn  Hall.  Having  had  no  letter  from 
him  since  that  in  which  he  criticised  the  Latinity  of 
my  Thesis,  and  having  been  told  by  somebody  that 
he  was  offended  at  my  having  put  into  my  book  an 
extract  of  his  letter  to  me  at  Paris,  I  was  impatient 

■  In  this  prologue,  h  Mr.  John  Taylor  informi  me,  after  the  fourth  line — 
"  And  loeiu  Mrrow  lows  half  Iti  pain,"  the  foUowing  couplet  was  huerted : 

**  AmUtt  the  toiU  ofthu  retMrning  gear, 
When  tenntort  and  nobtet  learn  to  fear. 
Our  Httk  bard  without  complaint  maj  ifaan 
llie  bustling  season'!  cpidcmick  care." 

50  die  prologue  a^Kared  in  the  PMick  Advertiter  (the  theatrical  gaicite  of 
that  daj),  toon  after  the  first  represenUtion  of  this  coinvdy  in  176fl. — Ooldiimiih 
probably  tbouglit  that  the  lines  priotMl  in  italick  characters,  which,  howerer, 
•ecm  necessary,  or  at  least  improve  the  sense,  might  gin  ofTeticc,  and  therefore 
prenuled  on  Johnsoo  to  omit  them.  The  epithet  lUlU,  which  perh^is  the 
ftutbour  thought  might  diminish  his  dignity,  was  also  changed  to  anxious,— 

51  41.0  NK. 
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to  be  with  him,  and  therefore  followed  him  to  Oxford, 
where  1  was  entertained  by  Mr.  Chambers,  with 
civility  which  I  s}mll  ever  gratefully  remember, 
found  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  sent  a  letter  to  me  t< 
Scotland,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of  but 
his  being  more  indifferent  to  my  anxiety  than  I^ 
wished  him  to  be.  Instead  of  giving,  with  the  cir- 
cumBtnnces  of  time  and  place,  such  fragments  of  hif 
conversation  as  I  preserved  during  this  visit  to  Ox- 
ford, I  shall  throw  them  together  in  continuation. 

I  asked  him  whether,  as  a  moralist,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  practice  of  tlie  law,  in  some  degree, 
htirt  the  nice  feeling  of  honesty.     JoyrvsoN'.  "  \\Tiy, 
no,  sir,  if  you  act  proi>erly.      Vou  are  not  to  deceivi 
your  clients  with  false  representations  of  your  opinion :{ 
you  are  not  to  tell  lies  to  a  judge."      BoswEi.i„j 
**  But  what  do  you  thiuk  of  supporting  a  cause  which] 
you  know  to  l>e  bid?"     Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  do  nol 
know  it  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  judge  determine! 
it.     I  have  said  that  you  are  to  state  facts  fairly ;  soj 
that  your  thinking,  or  what  you  call  knowing,  a] 
cause  to  be  bad,  must  be  from  reasonings  must  he* 
from  your  supposing  your  argimients  to  be  weak  and] 
inconclusive.     But,  sir,  that  is  not  enough.      An 
argument  which  does  ni)t  convince  yourself,  may  con- 
vince the  judge  to  whom  you  urge  it;  and  if  it  does 
convince  him,  why,  then,  sir,  you  are  WTong,  and  hi 
is  right.     It  is  liis  business  to  judge;  aud  you  arej 
not  to  be  confident  in  your  own  opinion  that  a  cause  is 
bad,  but  to  say  ail  you  can  for  yotir  client,  and  then 
hear  the  judge's  opinion."     Bosweli..  "But,  sir#i 
docs    not    aflTcctiiig    a    warmth   wheu   you    have  no 
warmth,  and  appearing  to  be  clearly  of  one  opinioa 
when  you  ore  in  reality  of  another  opinion,  does  notj 
euch  dissimulation  impair  one's  honesty?    Is  therej 
not  some  danger  that  a  lawyer  may  put  on  the  same 
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in  common  life,  in  the  iiitercotirse  with  his 
friends?**  Johnson.  "\Vhy  no,  sir.  Every  body 
VTTo%r9  you  nrc  paid  for  aflVcting  warmth  for  your 
.,1'Ut:  and  it  is,  theri'fore,  properly  no  dissiinnla- 
Ikm ;  tfae  moment  you  come  from  the  bar  you  resuqac 
jotir  ii.'*iial  behaviour.  Sir.  a  man  will  no  more  carry 
the  artifice  of  the  bar  into  the  common  intercourse  of 
Meiety,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  for  tumbling  upon 
hU  bajids  will  continue  to  tumble  upon  his  hands 
when  he  should  walk  on  his  feet  '.*' 

Talking  of  some  of  the  modem  plays,  he  said, 
"False  Delicacy""  was  totally  void  of  character. 
He  praised  Goldsmith's  '*  (Jood-natureil  Man  ;"  said 
it  was  the  best  comedy  that  hod  appeared  since  "  The 
Provxikeil  Husband,"  and  that  there  had  not  been  of 
bCe  any  such  charaiter  exhibited  on  the  slaj^e  as  tliat 
df  Croaker.  I  obsened  it  was  the  Suspirius  of  his 
Bambler.  He  said.  Goldsmith  bad  owned  he  had 
bocTOwed  it  from  thence.  "  Sir  (continued  lie),  there 
is  an  the  difference  in  the  world  between  characters 
of  nature  and  characters  of  manners :  and  fftere  ia 
tke  difference  l»etween  the  characters  of  Fielding  and 
tln«e  of  Itichardsou.  Characters  of  manners  are  very 
Mrtertaiuiug;  but  they  are  to  be  understood,  by  a 
■ore  superficial  observer,  than  characters  of  nature, 
■here  a  man  must  dive  into  the  recesses  of  the  htmian 
Ixart." 


'  im  f»H,  l&ib  Auguil.  1773,  when  Johtwon  hu  nipponed  the  uunr  trj^. 
■M. — J.  UoswrtL.  [Cicero  toucha  thu  quadoa  more  than  onor,  bai  Dcrrr 
kA  WM^  CflSiAdciKV.  "  Atifui  tiSaxa  hoc  prtrcf^piiini  a%r\\  diti^tilcr  tctm. 
*■  4M.  CM  qvcw  ■B^nani  ifinoc«n(cm  jodicia  npiii*  kccsju  ;  id,  tnim,  aine 
mAm*  vl  mIIo  pncto  poitat.  Ncc  Uni«n,  ui  hue  fit|(icf>dum  est,  ita  luihcn. 
4» ■>  wBfhwil.  uoei^^m  oAfMwiA,  moiki  nr  nefut'tum  iw/iiuBique.  derendcn*. 
Tife  koc  wmldiiido,  pridtuv  ooiMurtoHo.  fen  ctia?)  hum&ri  »•  Jiidiii*  ui 
^■fM  to  caUMfl  tv'^M  *cqai  pfttrani,  nonnuiKjuwu  vrriainiik^  etiam  h  mimii 
niag,  ieftttdcTE."  {DrOff-U-l.  r.  14}  We  might  Iikti' cxpeocd  ft  IcMcw- 
id  spologctit^  dirfcfue  of  li'u  own  profeMiun  from  the  grcal  pbiloKO. 
-Ed-I 
■  (Br  Sdljr,  ihc  puetin]  uaynMhcr.—  ED.] 

VOL.  ir.  c 
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It  always  appeared  to  me  that  he  estimated  the 
compositions  of  Richardson  too  highly ',  and  that  he 
had  an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  Fielding.  In 
comparing  those  two  writers,  he  used  this  expression ; 
*'  (hat  there  was  as  great  a  difference  between  them, 
as  between  a  man  who  knew  how  a  watch  was  mad^ 
and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by  looking  on  the 
dial-plate."  This  was  a  short  and  figurati/e  state  of 
his  distinction  between  drawing  characters  of  nature 
and  characters  only  of  manners.  But  I  cannot  help 
being  of  opinion  that  the  neat  watches  of  Fielding 
are  as  well  constructed  as  the  large  clocks  of  Richard- 
son, and  that  his  dial-plates  are  brighter.  Fielding's 
characters,  though  they  do  not  expand  themselves  so 
widely  in  dissertation,  are  as  just  pictures  of  human 
nature,  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  have  more  striking 
featmres,  and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil ;  and  thou^ 
Johnson  used  to  quote  with  approbation  a  saying  of 
Richardson's,  "  that  the  virtues  of  Fielding's  heroes 
were  the  vices  of  a  truly  good  man,"  I  will  ventun 
to  add  that  the  moral  tendency  of  Fielding's  writings, 
though  it  does  not  encourage  a  strained  and  rarely 
possible  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour  and  ho- 
nesty, ^id  cherishes  the  benevolent  and  generous 
affections.  He  who  is  as  good  as  Fielding  would 
make  him  is  an  amiable  member  of  society,  cmd  may 
he  led  on,  by  more  regulated  instructors,  to  a  higher 
state  of  ethical  perfection. 
H»wk.  [Johnson  was  inclined,  as  being  personally  ac- 
P-  ^*'"  quainted  with  Richardson,  to  favour  the  opinion  of 
his  admirers  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  inmost 
recesses  of  the  human  heart,  and  had  an  absolute 
command  over  the  passions ;  but  he  seemed  not  firm 
in  it,  and  could  at  any  time  be  talked  into  a  disap- 

*  IJSm  antt,  vol  L  p.  210,  and  pott,  6tb  April,  177a^GD.] 
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prubation  of  all  fictitious  relations,  of  which  he  would  H«wk. 
frequently  say  they  took  no  hold  of  the  mind.]  **' 

Johnson  proceeded  :  "  Even  Sir  Francis  Wrong- 
head  is  a  character  of  manners,  though  drawn  with 
great  humour."  He  then  repeated,  very  happily,  i|ll 
Sir  Frands'i  credulous  account  to  Manly  of  his  being 
with  "  the  great  man,"  and  securing  a  place.  I 
asked  him  if  "The  Suspicious  Husband"  did  not 
furnish  a  well-drawn  character,  that  of  Ranger. 
Johnson.  "  No,  sir ;  Ranger  is  just  a  rake,  a  men 
rake,  and  a  lively  young  feUow,  but  no  character"- 

The  great  Douglas  cause  was  at  this  time  a  very 
general  subject  of  discussion.  1  found  he  had  not 
studied  it  with  much  attention,  but  had  only  heard 
parts  of  it  occasionally.  He,  however,  talked  of  it, 
and  said,  "  I  am  of  (pinion  that  positive  proof  of 
fraud  should  not  be  required  of  the  plaintiff,  but  that 
the  Judges  should  decide  according  as  probability 
shall  appear  to  preponderate,  granting  to  the  de- 
fendant the  presumption  of  filiation  to  be  strong  in 
his  favour.  And  I  think  too,  that  a  good  deal  of 
weight  should  be  allowed  to  the  dying  declarations, 
because  they  were  spontaneous.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  what  is  said  without  our  being 
urged  to  it,  and  what  is  said  from  a  kind  of  compul- 
sion. If  I  praise  a  man's  book  without  being  asked 
my  opinion  of  it,  that  is  honest  praise,  to  which  one 
may  trust  But  if  an  authour  asks  me  if  I  like  his 
book,  and  I  give  him  something  like  praise,  it  must 
not  be  taken  as  ray  real  opinion." 

"  I  have  not  been  troubled  for  a  long  time  with 
authours  desiring  my  opinion  of  their  works.  I  used 
once  to  be  sadly  plagued  with  a  man  who  wrote 
verses,  but  who  literally  had  no  other  notion  of  a 
verse  but  that  it  consisted  of  ten  syllables.     Lay 
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yofar  kfiife  and  yourjbrk  across  your  plate,  was  to 

him  a  verse : 

Lay  your  knife  and  your  fork  acroaa  your  plalc 

As  he  wrote  a  great  number  of  verses,  he  sometimes 
by  chance  made  good  ones,  though  he  did  not  know  it.** 
PioxtL        [^^'  Johnson  did  not  like  that  liis  friends  should 
p.  216,    bring  their  manuscripts  for  him  to  read,  and  he  liked 
still  less  to  read  tliem  when  they  were  brought :  some- 
times, however,  when  he  could  not  refiise  he  would 
take  the  play  or  poem,  or  whatever  it  was,  and  give 
the  people  his  opinion  from  some  one  page  that  be 
had  peeped  into.     A  gentleman^  carried  hira  his  tra- 
gedy, which,  because  he  loved  the  authour,  Johnson 
took,  and  it  lay  about  our  rooms  at  Streatham  some 
time.     "  What  answer  did  you  give  your  friend,  sir?'* 
asked  Mrs.  Thrale,  after  the  book  had  been  called  for. 
"  I  told  him,"  replied  he,  "  that  there  was  too  much 
Tig  and  Tirry  in  it."     Seeing  her  laugh  most  vio- 
lently, "  Why,  what  woiUdst  have,  child  ?"  said  he. 
"I  looked  at  nothing  but  the  dramatis,  and  there 
was  Thanes  and  TVWdates,  or  Teribazus,  or   such 
stufif.     A  man  can  tell  but  what  he  knows,  and  I 
never  got  any  farther  than  the  first  page."] 

He  renewed  bis  promise  of  coming  to  Scotland, 
and  going  with  me  to  the  Hebrides,  hut  said  he 
would  now  content  himself  with  seeing  one  or  two 
of  the  most  curious  of  them.  He  said,  "  Macaulay, 
who  writes  the  account  of  St.  Kilda,  set  out  with  a 
prejudice  against  prejudice,  and  wanted  to  be  a  smart 
modem  tbinker ;  and  yet  affirms  for  a  truth,  that 
when  a  ship  arrives  tliere  all  the  inhabitants  are 
seized  with  a  cold." 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  ^  writer,  took  a 

'  [No  doubt  Mr.  Murphy,  m  whose  Iragedy  of  Zeuobia,  acted  in  1768,  that 

■re  two  penonages  aamed  Tigranei  and  Teribazui. £d.] 

»  [See  Mte,  Ut  July,  176a— Ed.] 


1768.— ATAT.  59,  SS 

great  deal  of  pains  to  ascertain  this  fact,  and  at- 
tempted to  account  for  it  on  physical  principles,  from 
the  effect  of  effluvia  irom  human  bodies.  Johnson, 
at  another  time,  praised  Macaulay  for  his  "  magna-  >i  Mv. 
ninUty"  in  asserting  this  wonderful  story,  because  it 
was  well  attested.  A  lady  of  Norfolk,  by  a  letter  to  a  Oct. 
my  friend  Dr.  Burney,  has  favoured  me  with  the  *'"' 
following  solution :  "Now  for  the  explication  of  this  * 
seeming  mystery,  which  is  so  very  obvious  as,  for 
that  reason,  to  have  escaped  the  penetration  of  Dr. 
Johnson  and  his  friend,  as  well  as  that  of  the  authour. 
Rending  the  book  with  my  ingenious  friend,  the  late 
Rev.  Mr.  Christian  of  Docking — after  ruminating  a 
little,  *  The  cause,*  says  he,  '  is  a  natural  one.  The 
situation  of  St.  Kilda  renders  a  north-east  wind  in- 
dispensably necessary  before  a  stranger  can  land. 
The  wind,  not  the  stranger,  occasions  an  epidemick 
cold.'  If  1  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Macaulay  is  dead  ; 
if  living,  this  solution  might  please  him,  as  I  hope  it 
will  Mr.  Boswell,  in  return  for  the  many  agreeable 
hours  his  works  have  afforded  us." 

Johnson  expatiated  on  the  advantages  of  Oxford 
for  learning.  •'  There  is  here,  sir,"  said  he,  "  such  a 
progressive  emulation.  The  students  are  anxious  to 
appear  well  to  their  tutors ;  the  tutors  are  anxious  to 
have  their  pupils  appear  well  in  the  college  ;  the  col- 
leges are  anxious  to  have  their  students  appear  well 
in  the  university;  and  there  are  excellent  rules  of 
discipline  in  every  college.  That  the  rules  are  some- 
times  ill  observed  may  be  true,  but  is  nothing  against 
the  system.  The  members  of  an  university  may,  for 
a  season,  be  unmindful  of  their  duty.  I  am  arguing 
for  the  excellency  of  the  institution." 

Of  Guthrie,  he  said,  "  Sir,  he  is  a  man  of  parts. 
He  has  no  great  regular  fund  of  knowledge  ;  but  by 
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reading  so  long,  and  writing  bo  long,  he  no  doubt 
has  picked  up  a  good  deal." 

He  said  he  had  lately  been  a  long  while  at  Lich- 
field, but  had  grown  very  weary  before  he  left  it. 
BoswELL*  '*  I  wonder  at  that,  sir ;  it  is  your  native 
place."  Johnson.  "  Why  bo  is  Scotland  ifour  native 
place." 

Hia  prejudice  against  Scotland  appeared  remaric- 
ably  strong  at  this  time.  When  I  talked  of  onr  ad- 
vancement in  literature,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  you  have 
learnt  a  little  from  us,  and  you  think  youTBelves  very 
great  men.  Hume  would  never  have  written  history, 
had  not  Voltaire  written  it  before  him.  He  is  an  echo 
of  Voltaire."  Boswell.  "  But,  sir,  we  have  Lord 
Kamea."  Johnson.  "You Aawe  Lord  Kames.  Keep 
him ;  ha,  ha,  ha!  We  don*t  envy  you  him.  Do  you 
ever  see  Dr.  Robertson  ?"  Boswei^l.  "  Yes,  rir.* 
Johnson.  "  Does  the  dog  talk  of  me  ?"  Boswell. 
"  Indeed,  sir,  he  does,  and  loves  you."  Thinking 
that  I  now  had  him  in  a  comer,  and  being  solicitous 
for  the  literary  fame  of  my  country,  I  pressed  him  for 
his  opinion  on  the  merit  of  Dr.  Robertson's  History 
of  Scotland.  But,  to  my  surprise,  he  escaped.  "  Sir, 
I  love  Robertson,  and  1  won't  talk  of  his  book," 

It  is  but  justice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Robertson  to 
add,  that  though  he  indulged  himself  in  this  sally  of 
wit,  he  had  too  good  taste  not  to  be  fully  sensible  of 
the  merits  of  that  admirable  work  \ 

An  essay,  written  by  Mr.  Deane,  a  divine  of  the 
church  of  England,  maintaining  the  future  life  oi 

>  [It  U  to  be  r^retted  OuJt  Kfr.  BmwcII  should  hare  pevftiitcd  la  h|iiih|m 
these  asiUTtioiiB.  Dr  JofanM>n,  on  evcrif  occation,  uems  to  have  exprested  ■  gmt 
contempt  fur  Dr.  Robertson's  works-— very  unjuxtly  indeed;  but,  howerer  Mr. 
BoKwell  might  Ument  Johnson's  prejudice,  tie  w^  not  juntified  in  thus  npcMedlr 
missuiinj;  the  fuU  See  ante,  p.  30.  Stepoit,  tub  lOth  April,  1772,  when 
Boswell  inpprrttety  ud  30th  April,  1773,  where  he  agiuii  mitrtpremlt  Johs- 
ion's  opinions  of  I>r>  Robertson. — Ed.} 


brutei ',  by  an  explication  of  cerUin  parts  of  the 
•eriptures,  was  mentioned,  and  the  doctrine  insisted 
OQ  by  a  gentleman  who  seemed  fond  of  curious  specu- 
latioo.  Johnson,  who  did  not  like  to  liear  ot*  any 
thii^  couceniing  a  future  state  which  was  not  au- 
llMnsed  by  the  regular  canons  of  orthodoxy,  dis- 
cMir^ped  this  talk;  and  bein^  otl'ended  at  its  con- 
tiinuxion,  be  watched  an  upjjortunity  to  give  the 
{Ritkiniau  a  blow  of  reprehension.  So,  when  the 
pHT  speculatist,  with  a  serious  metaphysical  pensive 
ber,  Addressed  him,  "  But  really,  sir,  when  we  see  a 
fefy  sensible  dog,  we  don't  know  what  to  think  of 
him."  Johnson,  rolUug  with  joy  at  the  thought 
wbidi  beamed  in  his  eye,  tunied  quickly  round,  and 
fCfklied,  "  'i'rue,  sir :  and  when  we  see  a  very  foolish 

»yUZcNP,  we  don't  know  what  to  think  of  A/w."  He 
iLea  rose  up,  strided  to  the  fire,  and  stood  for  some 
time  laughing  ami  exulting. 
1  tuld  faim  that  I  had  several  times,  when  in  Italy, 
mat  the  ex]>eriiuent  of  placing  a  scorpion  within  a 
circle  of  bnniiiig  coals ;  that  it  ran  round  and  round 
ia  extreme  pain ;  and  Bndtng  no  way  to  escajH*,  re- 
tiztd  to  the  centre,  and  like  a  true  Stoick  philosopher, 
duled  jt6  sting  iuto  iu  head,  and  thus  at  once  freed 
iUclffroin  iu  woes.  "  This  mHsCeud'eiH"  I  said* 
ducwas  a  curious  fact,  a.s  it  Khoweil  deliberate  suicide 
is  a  reptile.  Jolmson  %vould  not  admit  llie  facL 
He  s&id,  Maupertuis  ^  was  of  opinion  that  it  does  not 
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<  [An  Rmmjt  on  the  Future  Life  of  Bruu  Creatures,  by  Richwd  neane,  curare 
rf  MIiMUhmi  Tliii  wnrk  i«  trvitwril  in  the  limtlrtnaa'i  .Maf^-.inr  for  l?'''!^, 
f.  IT7,  ia  ■  wyle  tctjt  Ulw  Joliiuofi'i ;  K>d  a  swty  of  "  a  inny  •eimiblc  doj; "  i> 
wuli  onuii*.  [i  ia,  ibeKfun-,  uot  ttnprobabla  thai  it  may  lutv«  bc«ct 
■•■  by  JobawMi  — Kd.] 

'  I  •hwU  think  li  imposMble  not  to  vondn-  at  th«  variety  nf  Jnhnann'm 

rfai^  fco^c^w  dnulimy  it  mif;hl  liavR  been.     Wild  L-nuld  hart-  iniRgiainl  ttiat 

I  hagh  ttert))  of  Kn|;t»n<Um>kn  w<^uld   b«  w>  pratu|>t   in  (jaoting  !\lomperttiiMy 

m,Xma  warty  to  iblnk,  maiid*  in  thv  \\si  of  thow  unfaitunate  miankea  nun, 

•ta  oB  (boi^vra  r«/.r>'i  J"'i'-     I  >i>vp,  howrvrr,  a  high  napcct  for  that 

vlwa  ibc  tireai  Fi«lchck  of  ("ruMia  \w<A  and  lionoutn),  and  ad- 

piilMlkdljr  in  ooeof  hi*  poems  — 
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kill  itfielf,  but  dies  of  tlie  heat ;  that  it  gets  to  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  as  the  coolest  place ;  that  its 
turning  its  tail  in  iii>on  its  head  is  merely  a  convul- 
sion, and  that  it  does  not  sting  itself.  He  said  he 
would  be  satisfied  if  the  ^>at  anatomist  Morgagni» 
after  dissecting  a  scorjiiun  on  which  the  ex|K^rinieut| 
had  been  tried,  should  certify  that  its  sting  hud  pe-| 
netrated  into  its  head. 

He  seemed  pleased  to  talk  of  natural  philosophy  '. 
"  That  woodcocks  (said   he)   fly  over  the  northern 
countries  is  proved,  because  they  have  l)een  observed  j 
at  sea.     Swallows  certainly  sleep  all  llie  winter.     A^ 
number   of  them  conglobiilate   together,  by   flying 
round  and  round,  and  then  all  in  a  heap  throw  them- 
selves under  water,  and  lie  in  the  l)ed  of  a  river." 
He  told  us,  one  of  bis  first  essays  was  a  Latin  poemi 
upon  the  glow-worm :  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  ask  where 
it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Russians  and  the  Chinese,  he  ad- 
vised me  to  read  Bell's  IVavels"*'.     J  asked  him  wb&*l 
ther  I  should  read  Uu   Halde's  Account  of  China.) 
**  \Vhy  yes  (said  he),  as  one  reads  such  a  book  ;  that 
is  to  say,  consult  it." 

He  talked  of  the  heinousness  of  the  crime  of  adul- 
ter)', by  which  the  peace  of  families  was  destroyed.. 
He  said,  "  Confusion  of  progeny  constitutes  the! 
essence  of  the  crime;  and  therefore  a  woman  who'j 
breaks  her  marriage  vows  is  much  more  criminal  thanj 
a  man  who  does  it.     A  man,  to  be  sure,  is  crimint 


"  MiiuptilitU  ihtr  iJaitprrlnh 

Qut  wHre  %'k  cM  pen  dt  cItoK." 

There  waa  in  JVIaupcrtuis  a  vi){our  luid  yM  a  Uodenieu  uf  ^mtinimt,  nniinl  w^th 

»trong  intcIlL'Cliinl  potrcrs,  Ai»t  iittrjimnwri  HnlruT  of  miuI.     Wdulil  he  liAd  beai 

A  ChriMian  t     1  cannot  hvlp  earneitly  veriuri»g  lo  hope  that  he  in  one  mow 

Bonwr,  L  t,.  [Mr.  Bcwvell  setnu  ui  ci>nicnip]dteihepn«ul)ibly  of  a  jMWf  MW/mi 
«anreniton  lo  fhmiianity.^ED.):  but  MauptTTiiU  died  in  1759  ai  the  tge  of 
■Uly-liri),  in  ihc  arms  of  the  Bcinoullu,  lii$  chretifiiHcmtHt. — BrnxET. 

'  [Mr.  BiMwrll  im-aiu  nnlural  Auivr,!/.-.— En. ) 

•  I  Johr  Btll,  of  Anlermon*f,  who  puhliihcd,  about  1703,  "  Tnvck  from  SbJ 
Pctcrabuigb,  Id  RuisU,  ui  divon  parts  of  Atia." — Klxj 
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In  the  sight  of  God  ;  but  lie  does  uot  do  his  wife  a 
^•ery  material  injury,  if  he  does  not  insult  her ;  if, 
for  in^tnnce,  from  mere  wantonness  of  a]>]>etite,  he 
rteaUs  privately  to  her  ctianiberraaid.  Sir,  a  wife 
ov^t  not  greatly  to  resent  thia.  I  would  not  re- 
crire  home  a  daughter  who  had  run  away  from  her 
kosUand  on  that  account.  A  wife  should  study  to 
Rclaim  her  husK-ind  by  mure  attention  to  please 
him.  Sir,  a  man  wilt  not,  once  in  a  hundred  in- 
stances, leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  harlot,  if  his  wife 
has  not  l»een  negligent  of  pleasing." 

Here  he  discovered  that  acute  discrimination,  that 
judgment,  and  that  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ftxr,  for  which  he  was  upon  all  occasions  reuiark- 
afale.  Taking  care  to  keep  in  view  the  moral  and 
idig:ious  duty,  as  understood  in  our  nation,  he  showed 
deftrlv*  from  reason  aud  good  sense,  the  greater  degree 
of  culpahiliti,"  iu  the  one  sex  deviating  from  it  than 
lh<;  other ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  inculcated  a  very 
Mefiil  lesson  aa  to  t/te  waif  to  keep  him, 

I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  hard  that  oue  deviation 
from  chastity  should  so  absolutely  ruin  a  young  wo- 
man. Johnson".  "  Wliy  no,  sir;  it  is  the  great 
principle  which  she  is  tanght.  \\'hen  she  has  given 
itp  that  principle,  she  has  given  up  every  notion  of 
female  honour  and  virtue,  which  are  all  included  iji 
cfcattdty." 

A  gentleman  talked  to  him  of  a  lady  whom  he 
frrratly  admired  and  wished  to  marry,  but  was  afraid 
of  her  s.u|>eriority  of  talents.  "  Sir  (said  he),  you 
need  not  be  afraid  ;  marry  her.  Before  a  year  goes 
about*  you  *U  find  that  reason  much  weaker,  and  that 
wit  not  so  bright.*'  Yet  the  gentleman  may  be  justi- 
in  his  apjirehension  by  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's  ad- 
Ic  sentences  in  his  life  of  Waller:  "  lie  doubt- 
kss  praii^  many  whom  he  would  have  been  afraid  to 


about, 
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marry  ^  and,  pcrbops,  married  one  whom  he  would 
ha\'e  been  asliained  to  praise.  Many  qualities  cou 
tribute  to  doniestick  happiness,  upon  which  poetry'  has 
no  colours  to  bestow ;  and  many  airs  and  sallies  msLf 
delight  imagination,  which  he  who  flatters  them  nevel 
can  approve.'* 

Pioaii,  [Tbe  general  and  constant  advice  he  gave  too,  when 
193|UM.  consulted  about  the  choice  of  a  wife,  a  profession,  or 
whatever  influences  a  man's  particular  and  imniediattt 
happiness,  was  always  to  reject  no  positive  good  frooi 
fears  of  its  contrary  consequences.  **  Do  not  (said 
he)  forbear  to  marrj'  a  beautiful  woman  if  you  can 
And  such,  out  of  a  fancy  that  she  will  be  less  constant 
than  an  ugly  one;  or  oondenui  yourself  to  the  society 
of  coarseness  and  vnlgjirity  for  fear  of  the  exi>en8«8 
or  other  dangers  of  elegance  and  personal  charms^ 
which  have  been  always  acknowledged  as  a  |>ogitivtt 
good,  and  for  the  want  of  which  there  nhdnld  l>e 
always  given  some  weighty  conipeni>ation.  I  have, 
however  (continued  Dr.  Johnson),  seen  some  prudent 
fellows  who  forbore  to  connect  themselves  with  beauty 
lest  coquetry  should  be  near,  and  with  wit  or  birth 
lest  insolence  should  lurk  behind  them,  till  they  liave 
been  forced  by  their  discretion  to  linger  life  away  ia 
tasteless  stupidity,  and  choose  tJ>  count  tlie  moments 
by  remembrance  of  pain  instead  of  enjoyment  of  plea- 
sure." liutof  the  various  states  and  conditions  ufhu* 
inanity,  he  despised  none  more  than  the  man  who 
marries  for  a  maintenance:  and  of  a  friend  who  made 
his  alliance  on  no  higher  principles,  he  said  once, 
"Now  has  that  fellow  {it  was  a  nobleman  of  whom 
they  were  speaking)  at  length  obtained  a  certainty  of 
three  meals  a  day,  and  for  that  certainty,  like  his 
brother  dog  in  the  fable,  he  will  get  his  neck  galled 
for  life  with  a  collar."] 

He  praised  Signor  Baretli.  "  His  acconnt  of  Italy 
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0  a  very  entertaiuing  book ;  and,  BJr,  I  know  no  man 
who  carries  his  head  higher  in  conversation  than  Ba- 
rrtti.  There  are  strong  powers  in  his  mind.  He 
has  not^  indeed,  many  hooks;  but  with  what  hooks 
he  has,  he  grapples  very  forcibly." 

At  this  time  I  observed  upon  the  dial-plate  of  his 
natcb  a  »hort  Greek  inscription,  taken  from  the  New 
Testanient.  Xw=  yuf  i»;^ira/',  being  the  first  words  of  our 
Saviuur's  solemn  admonition  to  the  improveineiit  of 
that  time  which  is  allowed  to  us  to  prepare  for  eter- 
oity ;  "  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work." 
He  fiome  time  afterwards  laid  aside  this  dial-plate ; 
and  when  I  asked  hira  the  reason*  he  said,  "  It  might 
do  ver)'  well  upon  a  clock  which  a  man  keeps  in  his 
docet ;  but  to  have  it  upon  his  watch  which  he  carries 
About  with  him,  and  which  is  often  looked  at  by 
othere,  might  be  censured  at»  outentatious."  Mr. 
Steerens  is  now  possessed  of  the  dial-plate  inscribed 
m  above. 

Uc  remained  at  Oxford  a  considerable  time ;  [where 
be  was  for  some  time  confined  to  Mr.  Chambers's  apart- 
aents  in  New-inn  Hall  by  a  fit  of  illness.]  I  was 
obliged  to  go  to  London,  where  I  received  this  letter, 
which  bad  been  returned  from  Scotland. 

*•  TO  JAUKS  BOSWELL,  ES(^ 

"Oxfortl,  23d  Slarch,  1768. 
"  Mr  DBAH  BofWBth, — I  have  omitted  a  lonj(  time  to  write 
teyaii.  without  knowinffvery  well  why.  I  coiild  now  tell  why 
1  should  not  write;  for  who  would  write  to  men  who  publi-th 
Ihr  Iftlerii  of  their  IricntU,  without  their  leave?  Yet  1  write 
toyau  in  spite  of  my  caution,  tn  tell  you  tliat  I  nhall  he  glad 
to  KC  you,  and  that  t  wish  you  would  empty  your  Iiend  of 
ConiCfti  which  I  think  has  tilled  it  rather  too  liong^.     But,  nt 


Letters 

tol'iozn, 
vol.  i. 
|).  14. 


•I"  F»^  tkt  might  romrih."  The  inKrription  wms,  howewr.  mntk  uninulli- 
ghfa  kf  dn  Bilnke  of  vriiiDs  ^mI  (or  pb(.    Il«ik.  p.  4til — £1).] 

*|Mih  Bandl,  in  hu*'J0Hnwl  o(  a  Tour  in  CwMca,"  h*ii  nriiiiol  the 
meted  wm)  ihinl  pmsfimphti  of  Jntm^on't  lettet  lo  bini  at  the  l4ui  JMinaTy, 
ITflS.     fki  mU,  p.  'J.— Ed.) 
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all  events,  I  shall  l>e  glad,  very  glad  to  see  you. — I  am,  sir, 
yours  nflVctioimtely.  "  Sam.  Juunson." 

I  aiiHwered  thus: 

"  TO  MR.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

•<  I..unditn,  'JIAh  Apiil,  17«8. 
"  Sir  DBAR  8iR» — I  have  received  your  last  letter,  which, 
though  very  short,  and  by  no  means  coiii|>linientary,  yet  gave 
me  real  pleasure  becauite  it  contains  these  words, '  I  shall  be 
glad,  very  glad  to  see  you.' — Surely  you  have  no  rL>ason  to  coin- 
plaiT)  itf  my  publii^hitig  a  i^iiigli.-  paragraph  of  one  ofyuur  k-ttcrs ; 
the  tempL-ition  to  it  was  so  strong.  An  irrt'vocable  grant  of 
your  Iriendship,  and  your  dignifying  ni}'  desire  of  visiting  Cor 
sica  with  the  epithet  of '  a  wise  and  noble  curiosity/  are  to  me 
more  valuable  than  many  of  the  grants  of  kings. 

"  But  how  can  you  bid  me  '  empty  my  head  of  Corsica  ?' 
My  noble-minded  tricnd,  do  ynu  not  feel  for  an  oppressed 
nation  bravely  stniggUng  to  be  free  ?  Consider  faii-ly  what  Is 
the  case.  The  Corsicans  never  received  any  kindness  from  the 
Genoese.  They  never  agreed  to  be  subject  to  Uieui.  They  owe 
them  nothing,  and  M-hen  reduced  to  an  abject  state  of  slavery, 
by  force,  shall  tliey  nut  riite  in  tlic  great  cause  of  liberty,  and 
break  the  galling  yoke  ?  And  shall  not  every  liberal  soul  be 
warm  for  them?  Empty  my  head  ofCorfticfl?  Kmpty  It  of 
honour,  empty  it  of  humanity,  empty  it  of  friendi^hip,  empty 
it  of  piety.  No!  while  I  live,  Corsica,  and  the  cause  of  the 
brave  islanders,  shall  ever  employ  much  of  my  attention,  sluiU 
ever  interest  me  in  the  sincerettt  manner. 


"lam,  &c. 


"Jaues  Boswell.' 


Lelto*, 
roL  i. 
p.U. 


["DB.  JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THBALE. 

"(1>.)«nl,  jaih  March,  \'tm. 

"  Our  election  was  yesterday.  Every  pt>»iiible  influence  of 
hope  and  fear  wa«,  I  believe,  enforced  on  this  occa&ion;  the 
slaves  of  power,  and  the  solicitors  of  favour,  were  driven 
hither  iVom  the  remotest  corners  of  the  kingdom,  but  Judta 
honestum  pratalit  utili.  The  virtue  of  Oxford  has  once  more 
prevailed. 

"  The  death  of  Sir  Walter  Bagot,  h  little  before  the  electioDj 
left  them  no  great  time  to  deliberate,  and  they  therefore  joined 
Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  their  old  representative,  an  Oxfordshire 
gentleman,  of  no  name,  no  great  interest,  nor  perhaps  any  otlicr 
merit  than  that  of  being  on  the  right  aide;  yet  when  the  poll 
WHS  numbered,  it  produee<l, 
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For  Sir  R.  Newdigate    .  .352  I^knu 

Air.  Page SiKl 

Mr  Jenkiiison        ....     198 

Dr.  Hay 62 

'Of  this  I  am  nire  yoti  mtint  be  glaci ;  for,  wiUiout  inqutring 
'  the  opinions  or  conduct  of  any  pArty,  it  must  be  for  ever 
^itatittg  to  fee  men  adhering  to  their  principles  figain.st  their 
iMcrcst,  especially  vrhen  you  coni^ider  that  Uiose  voters  are  poor, 
■id  Berer  cjin  be  much  less  poor  by  the  favour  of  those  vrhom 
Atf  mre  now  nppostng."J 

•»TO  MBS.  LUCY  POHTEH,  I.V  LKIinEI.D.  ftlilotift 

"  OsfoMl,  lAltl  Afril,  I7fi8, 

*»Mt  DtLAM  DEAR  LOVK, — Vou  hovc  had  u  vcry  grcHt  loss. 
T*  hwe  an  old  friend,  is  to  be  rut  off  from  a  great  part  of  Uie 
Side  ple&Bure  tliat  this  life  allows.  But  such  Is  the  condition  of 
avr  nature,  that  as  we  live  on  we  must  see  those  whom  we  love 
limp  cucce«ively,  and  find  our  circle  of  relations  grow  lesa  and 
lav,  till  we  are  nlniosl  uncoimected  with  the  world ;  and  then 
htauiC  •oon  be  our  turn  todnip  into  the  grave.  There  is  always 
tkif  consolation,  that  we  have  one  Protector  who  can  never  be 
IhI  but  hy  our  own  fault,  and  every  new  experience  of  llie  un- 
eotainty  of  alt  other  comforts  should  determine  us  to  fix  our 
heats  where  irue  Joys  are  to  be  found.  All  union  with  tlie 
fatrfTTtrmlT  of  earth  muM  in  time  \ye  broken ;  and  all  the  hopes 
Am  vrminate  here,  must  ou  (one)  part  or  <ither  end  in  disap* 
psiotziient. 

**  I  am  glad  that  Mn.  Adey  and  Mrs.  Cobb  do  not  leave  you 
itnt.  Pay  my  respects  to  cliem,  and  tlie  Sewardii,  and  all  my 
IKaid*.  When  Mr.  Porter  conn's,  he  will  direct  you.  Let  me 
kmir  of  his  arrival,  and  I  will  write  to  him. 

"  Wlien  I  go  back  to  London,  I  will  take  care  of  your  reading 
gbMu  Whenever  I  can  do  any  thing  for  you,  renicniber,  my 
dear  darlnig,  that  one  of  my  greatest  ple-tsures  is  to  please  you. 

•*  The  pancttiality  of  vour  correspondence  I  consider  as  a 
JpiK»f  of  jfreat  regard.  When  we  shall  see  each  other,  I  know 
ant,  trot  let  us  often  think  on  eacli  otlier,  and  think  with  ten- 
deroeia.  Do  not  forget  me  in  your  prayers.  I  Imve  for  a  long 
time  back  been  very  poorly  ;  but  of  what  use  is  it  to  complaint 

"  Write  often,  for  your  letter*  always  give  great  pleasure  to, 
my  dor,  your  most  nfTectionatc  and  mtist  humble  wrvant. 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

Upon  his  arrival  in  London  in  May,  lie  surprised 
one  morning  with  n  visit  at  niy  lodging  in  Half- 
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moon-street,  was  quite  satisfied  with  my  expianation, 
and  was  in  the  kindest  and  nio^t  agreeable  frame  of 
mind.  As  he  had  objected  to  a  part  of  one  of  his 
letters  being  published,  I  thought  it  right  to  takefl 
this  opportunity  of  asking  him  explicitly  whether  it 
would  be  improper  to  publish  his  letters  after  bis 
death.  His  answer  was, "  Nay,  sir,  when  I  am  deac 
you  may  do  as  you  will." 

He  talked  in  his  usual  style  with  a  rough  contem] 
of  popular  liberty.  "Tbey  make  a  rout  about  ?/«(-' 
versal  liberty,  without  considering  that  all  that  is  to 
be  vahietl,  or  indeed  can  Iw  enjoyed  by  individuals,' ■ 
is  jtrivate  Hlierty.  Political  liberty  is  good  only  so 
far  as  it  produces  private  liberty.  Now,  sir,  there  is 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  you  know  is  a  constant 
topick.  Suppose  you  and  1  and  two  hundred  mure 
were  restrained  from  printing  our  thoughts :  what 
then?  What  proportion  would  that  restraint  upoa_ 
us  bear  to  the  private  hap])iness  of  the  nation  '  ?"      f 

This  mode  of  representing  the  inconveniences  of 
restraint  as  light  and   insignificant  was  a  kind    of 
sophistry  in  which  he  delighted  to  indulge  himself^ 
in  opposition  to  the  extreme  laxity  for  which  it  baa 
been  fasliionable  for  too  many  to  argue,  when  it  is 
evident,  upon  redection,  that  the  vt-ry  essence  of  go- 
vernment is  restraint ;  and  certain  it  is,  that  as  go-j 
vernment  produces  rational  happiness,  too  much  re^j 
straint  is  better  than  too  little.     But  when  restraintl 
is  unnecessary,  and  so  close  as  to  gall  thot%  who  are 
subject  to  it,  the  people  may  and  ought  to  remon-  ^ 
strate;  and,  if  relief  is  not  granted,  to  resist.     Offl 
this  manly  and  spiiitcd  principle,  no  man  was  more 
conWoced  than  Johnson  himself.  .^ 


*  [Would  JobiMDn  havt  Ulked  in  ihb  «ky  in  iIk  dAyk  of  ibe  Manaar  Kor- 
<Mclni«r  7  (vol.  i.  u.  113}  If  we  rotf  the  libmj-of  tbeprcti,  ctuit  ucurt^conld 
wr  hare  lor  •ny  olBir  riifht  >_£)>.] 
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About  this  time  Dr.  Kenrick  attacked  him,  through 
my  ndefi,  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "An  Epistle  to 
Ames  Bosn'ell,  Esq.  occasioned  by  his  having  traus- 
miUed  the  moral  Writings  of  Or.  Samuel  Johnson  to 
Pascal  Paoii,  General  of  the  Corsicans."  I  was  at 
ftiFt  inclined  to  answer  this  pamphlet ;  but  Johnson, 
who  kai;«-  that  my  doing  ro  would  only  gratify  Ken- 
ikk,  by  keeping  alive  what  would  soon  die  away  of 
ilHlf,  would  not  suffer  me  to  take  any  notice  of  it. 

[Johnson's  silence,  with  regard  to  Kenrick's  attacks,  "■**• 
poceeded  not  more  from  his  contempt  of  such  au 
adrersary,  than  from  a  settled  resolution  he  had 
iomed,  of  declining  all  controversy  in  defence  either 
b£  himself  or  of  hia  writings.  Against  ])ersonal  abuse 
be  was  ever  anned  by  a  reflection  that  I  have  heard 
\m  utter: — *•  Alas !  reputation  would  be  of  little 
VDTtii,  were  it  in  the  power  of  ever)'  conceale*!  enemy 
to  deprive  us  of  it ;"  and  he  defied  all  attacks  on  his 
writings  by  an  answer  of  Dr.  Bentley  to  one  who 
tfai«atened  to  write  him  down,  that  **  no  authour  was 
eter  written  down  but  by  himself." 

His  steady  perseverance  in  this  resolution  afforded 
him  great  satisfaction  whenever  he  reflectt'd  on  it ; 
tad  he  wouhl  often  felicitate  himself  tliat,  tliroughout 
bii  life,  he  bad  had  firmness  enough  to  treat  with 
ontempt  the  calunmy  and  abuse  as  well  of  open  an 
nnoraled  enemies,  and  the  malevolence  of  those  auo- 
rpBOiM  scribblers  whose  trade  is  slander,  and  wages 
iifinny] 

His  sincere  regard  for  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful 
aegro  servant,  made  hira  so  desirous  of  his  further 
ini|yroven)ent,  that  he  now  placed  him  at  a  school  at 
Bishop  Stortford,  in  Hertfordshire  '.     This  humane 


•  [TW  Mndisg  hn  n^ro  mttuI,  now  probalily  litUe  Bhort  of  thirty  jna  o( 
m  a  a— Jhif  tdioo),  kcrw  ■  107  atnngc  ncrri^  of  hit  cood-riAtun.--     It 
I  MipoiailtfoiM  with  aotDC  of  JoIidioo'a  initiate! — wbcn  iln.  Williamt 
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attention  does  Johnsou*s  heart  much  honour.     Out 
of  many  lutttTs  wliich  Mr.  Barber  received  from  hiaj 
master,  he  has  preserved  three,  which  he  kiudlyga>'i 
lue,  and  which  I  shall  insert  according  to  their  dat 

"TO  MR.  FRANCIS  BARBER. 

"2fltliM»y,  ITBft.' 
**Dbar  Francis, — I  hare  l>een  very  much  out  of  ord«. 
■m  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  well,  and  du^ij^  to  coDie  Mion 
you.     I  would  have  you  stay  Ht  Mm.  Clapp's  fur  the  presen^^ 
till  I  can  determine  wlint  we  shiiU  do.     lit*  »  frnod  boy. 

"  My  cojnplinieiits  to  Mrs.  Clapp  and  to  Mr.  Fowler.     I  nm 
yours  afltfctioniitely,  "  Sau.  Jounhon." 

Soon  afterwards,  he  (aipped  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  with  a  coiujiany  whom 
I  collected  to  meet  him.  Tliey  were  Dr.  Percy,  now 
Bishop  of  Droraore,  Dr,  Douglas,  now  Bishop 
Salisburj%  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  RoliL^rtson  the  historian. 
Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  aud  Mr.  Thomas  iJavies  who  wished 
mudi  to  be  intruducvd  to  these  eniiuent  Scotch  li- 
terati :  but  on  the  present  occasion  he  had  very  I'ltiUt 
op|Jortunity  of  hearing  them  talk,  for  with  an  excess 
of  prudence,  for  which  Johnson  aftenvards  foitnd 
fault  with  them,  they  hardly  opened  their  lips,  and 
that  only  to  say  something  which  they  were  cert^ua 
would  not  expo8e  them  to  the  8Word  of  Goliath ; 
such  wa^  their  anxiety  for  their  fame  when  in  tha 
presence  of  Johnson.  Me  was  this  evening  in  n 
markable  vigour  of  nnnd,  and  eager  to  exert  hinisel£ 
in  conversation,  which  he  did  with  great  readi 
aud  fluency ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  fmd  that  I  have  pi 
served  but  a  small  part  of  what  passed. 

He  allowed  high  praise  to  Tliomson  as  a  poet;  but 
when  one  of  the  company  said  he  was  also  a  ver^ 


I 


knd  FruictK  quuTcUcd,  as  wa*  verj  frecjuent,  the  Ikdy  would  ccTUpUio  to  iht 
doclar,  lulJiRj;,  *'  Tbis  'u  your  B^obr,  on  vhow  education  yuu  have  kf^^i  aotU." 
I>r.  JohnMn,  in  ihr  condiuion  of  ihr  linter,  call*  him  ■  "boif,"  but  mtecn 
ytut  ha«l  blreitdy  rliit**^  fincc  he  cDtcrcd  JohntoiiV  own  ^crricf. — Ed.] 
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man,  our  moralist  contested  this  with  great 
Inrmtfa,  accusing  him  of  gross  sensuality  and  licen- 
tiotifittesii  of  maimers.  I  was  very  much  afraid  tltat 
in  writing  Thomson's  life-.  Dr.  Johnson  would  have 
tnated  his  private  character  with  a  stern  severity, 
but  I  was  agreeahly  disappointed ;  and  I  may  claim 
shttle  merit  in  it,  from  my  having  hi>eu  at  pains  to 
KBd  him  autheutick  accounts  of  the  affectionate  and 
groerous  conduct  of  that  poet  to  his  sister»,  one  of 
whom,  the  wife  of  filr.  Thomson,  schoolmaster  at 
Lanark.  I  knew,  and  was  presented  by  her  with  three 
of  his  letters,  one  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  inserte<l 
ill  bis  life. 

He  was  vehement  against  old  Dr.  Mounscy ',  of 

Chelsea  College,  as  "  a  fellow  who  swore  and  talked 

k«ely."     *•  I  have  often  been  in  his  company,"  said 

Dr.  Percy,  "and  never  beard  him  swear  or  talk  loosely." 

Mr.  Davies,  who  sat  next  to  Dr.  Percy,  having  after 

ibis  had  some  conversation  aside  with  him,  made  a 

I     tfnOTery  which,  in  his  zeal  to  pay  court   to  Dr. 

■  Johnson,  he  eagerly  proclaime<l  aloud  from  the  foot 

B«f  the  table :  ''  O,  sir,  I  have  found  out  a  veiy  good 

ViCMon  why  Dr.  Percy  never  heard  Mounsey  swear  or 

talk  Icwsely,  for  he  tells  me  be  never  saw  bin)  but  at 

the  Dnk^  of  Northumherknurs  table."     "  And  so, 

■r,"   fiaid  Dr.  Johnson  loudly  to  Dr.  Percy,  "  you 

vimhl  shield  this  man  from  the  charge  of  swearing 

ind  talking  loosely,  because  he  did  not  do  so  at  the 

Duke  of  Northumberland's  table.     Sir,  you  might  as 

weH  tell  us  that  you  had  seen  him  hold  up  his  hand 


*  M wngtr  MoMMcy, M.  D.  dttd  *t  liin  spnrtmenu  inChclkca  Ci^llt^c.  Dec. 
M>  IJS^M  tbsgRsI  wjcnf  ninciy-fiTC  AlxrxtnmdiiiKry  dircclMin  in  hu  will 
m^  WfiMDd  In  tiieCftlltmiiHi  ^f^^gaune,  irol.00.  p.  iL  p.  IIKI — Malcine. 
[TW  AhKCtiflB  tMf  ihu  hi*  boily  ^otik)  dm  Kuffl-r  nuy  fumtnl  n:rciiiatty,  bill 
mtof^  ililil'uiii.  umI.  kTut  ihut  opcraiion.  W  llmHrn  into  ihi'  Thatric^,  or 
•tav  ibe  wiqcww  plca««d.  li  in  Burfimini;,  that  thi>  cmrec  IiiinioriM  thonlcl 
hw  fcRB  an  iatitUKU  fricoil  uid  favmiritv  iif  the  cle^^&ni  and  picriM  AIth.  SlOR- 
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at  t!ie  Old  Bailey,  and  he  neither  swore  nor  talked 
loosely  ;  or  that  you  had  seen  him  in  the  cart  at 
Tybuni,  and  he  neither  swore  nor  talked  loosely. 
And  is  it  thus,  sir,  that  you  presume  to  controvert 
what  I  have  related  ?"  Dr.  Johnson's  animadversion 
was  uttered  in  snch  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Percy  seemed 
to  be  displeased,  and  soon  afterwards  Ifft  the  com- 
pany, of  which  Johnson  did  not  at  that  time  take  any 
notice.  fl 

Swift  having  been  mentioned,  Johnson,  as  usual, 
treated  him  with  little  respect  as  au  autliour.  Home 
of  us  endeavoured  to  support  the  Dean  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's, by  various  arguments.  One  in  particulai* 
praised  his  "  Conduct  of  the  Allies."  Johnson, 
"Sir,  his  *  Conduct  of  the  Allies'  is  a  performance  of 
very  little  ability."  "  Surely,  sir/*  said  Dr.  Douglas, 
"you  must  allow  it  has  stronj^  facts  '."  JOHNSOK. 
**  Why  yes,  sir ;  but  what  is  tliat  to  the  merit  of 
the  composition  ?  In  the  sessions-paper  of  the  Old 
Bailey  there  are  strong  facts.  Houficbreaking  is  « 
strong  fact ;  robbery  is  a  strong  fact ;  and  murder  ia 
a  inighty  strong  fact :  but  is  great  praise  due  to  the 
historian  of  those  strong  facts?  No,  sir,  Swift  has 
told  what  he  had  to  tell  distinctly  enough,  but  thai 
is  all.  He  had  to  count  ten,  and  he  ha.H  counted  it 
right."  Then  recollecting  that  Mr.  Davies,  by  acting 
as  an  iii/i/rifwr,  had  been  the  occasion  of  his  talking 
somewhat  too  harshly  to  his  friend  Dr.  Percy,  for 
which,  probably,  when  the  first  ebullition  was  over, 
he  felt  some  compunction,  he  took  an  opi«)rt\inity  to 

'  My  rcsptctable  frk-nd.  upon  rcadinj;;  Uib.  p»Jwiigc,ob»rT*-CTl  thiu  heprobtblT 
mu»(  fuvc  Haid  not  itlmply  "  sironi;  f«t«.'*  hut  "  strong  f«ci»  wtll  smncod. 
Ilii  lotrUhip.  tmwevcr,  Kito-^s  too  well  iht  viJuc  of  wiiik-n  documciiu  lo  iniM 
on  MTiiing  hU  TVCollccHon  n^kinii  n;y  noiM  taken  at  Ihr  liinr.  Hp  liotn  not  at. 
lenipt  ii>  {ri2iertt  ihr  rfi\>rd.  Tht  ftcl,  ptrham,  n«y  hiivc  l>;«n.  tilhcr  that 
the  wlililinral  w<mls  cvapitl  me  in  ihf  no\t<  of  ■  naaictou)  a>ni[MHy,  tt  that 
Or.  Johii»oo,  fn>tn  his  impetuosity,  and  MMrnrm  tb  aciiv  on  Dp[«oTiunlTy  to 

moke  a  lively  tMan,  did  not  allittr  Dr.   Dm^lsi  to  ftnith  hia  »«niencc , 

Bo.4wr.i.r.. 
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gire  faira  a  hit :  so  added,  witli  a  preparatory  laugh, 
"  UTiy,  sir,  Tora  Davies  might  have  writti-n  *  the 
Conduct  oftlie  Allies.'"  Poor  'J'oin  Ix-iiig  thus  sud- 
4Hdy  dragged  into  hidicroua  notice  in  presence  of 
the  Scottish  doctors,  to  whom  he  was  ambitious  of 
ippeAring  to  advantage,  was  grievously  mortified. 
Hv  did  his  punishment  rest  here ;  for  upon  subsc- 
qiM*nt  occafiions,  whenever  he,  *'  statesman  all  o'er  ',** 
asfiuned  a  strutting  importance,  I  used  to  Imit  him 

t"  the  AttthoHr  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Alliexr 
When  I  called  upon  Dr.  Johnson  next  morning,  I 
md  him  highly  satisfied  with  his  colloquial  prowess 
t&e  preceding  evening.     "  Well,"  said  he,  "we  had 
gH>d  talk.''     BugWELL.  "Yes>  sir,  you  tossed  and 
L  fved  several  [wrsons." 

1      The    late  Alexander   Earl  of  Eglintoune'',   wlio 

■iiiBd  wit  more  than  wine>  and  men  of  genius  more 

^Kd  sycophants,  had  a  great  admiration  of  John.son; 

bat  from  llie  remarkable  elegance  of  his  own  manners. 

was,  perhapK,  too  delicately  sensible  of  the  roughness 

vfaicfa  sometimes  appeared  in  Johnson's  behaviour. 

;      One  evening  about  this  time,  when  his  lordship  did 

tat  the  honour  to  sup  at  my  lodgings  with  Ur.  Ho- 

faertsoD,  and  several  other  men  of  literary  distinction, 

be  regretted  that  Johnson  had  not  been  educated 

with  more  refinement,  and  live<1  more   in  ]>oli!^lie<l 

I     loesety.      "  No,  no,  my  lord,"  said  Signor  Baretti, 

•*do  with  hira  what  you  would,  he  would  always 

hive  be«n  a  bear."      **  True,"  answered  the  earl. 
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•  ScK  iW  baid  drawing  of  hiin  in  CliurchiU's  Rovriwl.— UoHnTi.L. 
'(TflDdi  evl.  who  wM  ihoi,  in  IJGU.  bjr  .Munp)  Cimipbi-ll,  whnw  ro*rllii|[. 
i^  Lmd  CftltDtMint  Attcmprcd  to  p>cbc.  To  thi»  nobUiiian  Uoswcll  was 
\^bwA,  M  he  hiituu.-ll'gui],  lo  liU  «uly  incroduction  to  the  Hrcle  of  ttie  gmt, 
ik  f^,  ami  thp  tngoituu*.  It«>i«'cll  ittua  nu^iiona  hiiruH-lf  in  a  ulc  cnllfxl 
*  TW  Cvl>  aX  Ncvauikci,"  publUlicd  Ul   1762 : 

l^ml  Kuliiiniui^r,  vim  lovu,  yoki  Knuw, 
A  Utile  iliiili  of  wjiim  or  wo. 
By  chiuice  a  cuttoua  e*th  hid  fp>i 
Vfn  Scntia'fl  moiintMns  nrwiy  cjui^hi, 

Cfivf.  .Voir.  171NS  <7I  — Ku  1 
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with  a  smile,  **  but  he  would  have  been  a  dam 
bear." 

'J'o  obviate  all  the  reflections  which  have   gone 
round  the  world  to  Johnson's  prejudice,  by  applying 
to  him  the  epithet  of  a  bear^  let  me  impress  U|>on  M 
my  readers  a  just  and  happy  saying  of  my  friend  " 
Goldsmith,  who  knew  him  well: — ''Johnson,  to  be 
sure,  has  a  roughness  in  his  manner:  but  no  maatf 
alive  has  a  more  tender  heart.     Me  has  iwthhtgttf 
the  bear  but  kis  skin  '." 

[DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  IX'CY  PORTER. 

<■•■  i«th.iiiiii>,  i7(m.- 

"  My  lovb, — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  6inl  iliat  y«u 
so  well  satisfiwi  with  what  little  thinfijs  it  has  l>een  in  my  power 
t{>  KencI  yuu.     I  liupv  you  will  ulwaytt  cuipluy  niu  in  uiiy  uflicc 
that  cnn  conctuctt  to  your  convenience.  . 

"  My  health  in,  I  thank  Goii,  much  better,  but  it  is  yet  very 
weak;  unJ  \ery  Utile  thing-ii  put  it  into  a  troublesome  state; 
but  still  I  hope  oil  -will  be  well.      Pray  lor  me. 

"  Jt[y  frienda  at  Lichfield  must  not  think  thut  I  for/^ct  tlicm. 
Neither  Mr$.  Cobb>  nor  Mr$.  Adey,  nor  Miss  Adoy,  nor  MiA& 
Seward,  nor  3[i&s  Viae,  ure  to  suppose  that  I  luive  lost  alt 
lueniory  of  their  kindness.  Slention  me  to  them  when  you  see 
them.  I  hear  Mr.  Vise  has  been  lately  very  much  in  danger.  I 
hope  be  is  better. 

"  When  you  write  again,  let  me  know  how  you  gt)  on,  and'* 
what  company  you  keep,  and  what  you  do  all  day.     I  love  to 
think  on  you,  but  do  not  know  when  I  shall  see  you.     Pray, 
write  very  often.     1  am,  dearest,  your  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson."] 

In  1769,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  the  publick  was 
favoured  with  nothing  of  JohDson*s  conijwsition, either 
for  himself  or  any  of  his  friends ".     His  "  Medita- 


■  [ll  nraa  drolly  Raid,  in  rcfermo-  In  (he  pciuiuDS  gnntcd  ro  Doctor*  Sbcba^. 
beare  voA  Johnaon,  that  th«  king  had  pctuioned  a  Sht-htar  and  s  th4itnr.~\ 
£d.] 

*  I A  diftrencc  (oi»k  f\»rv  in  the  XnrcH  of  thif  year  between  Mr.  Thrale  and 
Mr  JOMph  Mawbejr,  lii'«  cullt-agtir,  in  the  rcprcteiiiatinn  <if  ivnithvatk,  <rhm 
Sir  Joseph  eodnvound  to  dcrcnd  tilmirlf  rrom  Mnnr  nnii-pnpulnr  atqi  he  had 
taktn>,  lij-  inculpRtin;;   Mr.  Thmlc ;  the  afl'air  is  n-UlcJ  in  ihc  Gt:ntleman'a 
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tion«**  too  stroTigly  prove  that  lie  HufTeretl  much  buth 
in  body  and  iiiiud ;  yet  was  he  ijerjwtuully  striviug 
agaittst  evil,  and  nobly  endeavounug  to  advance  his 
intellei'tual  and  devotional  improvcjucnt  Even*  gc- 
DeroDs  aiid  grateful  heart  must  feel  for  the  distresses 
ui  »  einiuent  a  benefactor  to  mankind  ;  and  now  that 
his  unhappiuess  is  eertainLy  known^  must  respect 
ihftt  dignity  uf  cliaracter  which  prevented  him  from 
complainin|^. 

His  majesty  having  the  preceding  year  instituted 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts  in  London,  Johnson  had 
BOW  the  honour  of  being  appointed  Professor  in  An- 
cient Literature  '.  In  the  course  of  the  year  he  wrote 
■Die  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  passi^l  some  part  of  the 
flommer  at  Oxford  and  at  Liehtield  ',  and  when  at 
Oxford  he  wrote  the  following  letter : 

•*TO  TDE  REVEREND  SIR.  THOSIAS  M'ARTON. 

**3lBiM»)f,  1703. 
"Dkjui  sib, — Mwiy  ycurs  ago,  when  I  used  to  read  in  the 
ttnry  o€  your  college,  1  prfimisixl  u>  recompense'  the  college 
fie  tlut   |ieniiituiiuu,  by  wldlng  tu  tlicir  bouk»  u  Baskcrvillc'i 


iKnna  thai  ibc  eoocludtng  pungrapli  eoautni  Irttcmai  evidence 
llten  by  Pi.  JohivuHi : 
,  didimrv  rtf  Htluiition,  ailiiymr  rj'  puhih-  rftmlriinit,  weft  ihe 
kthat  imncUnI  Sir  Jntqih  to  d')hl«  duty  Apuinst  lijj  opinion.  Id  liiti  iKruw 
feaKfl>  full  tSrtXt  but  wht'fl  he  ti.-|[rcti>  his  cuwimlji^'  of  cviiijiliiuic^,  \et  him 
Kgrn  librvtic  ihccowmiiceot' calumny ;  And  whrn  hi-  fhrinks  tram  vulgiu-  nucnt- 
•hC,  Iribini  not  employ  Unebiioil  (»  cwvrr  hn  nHnaL" — flrnt.  Mag.  Tol.  xxxtx. 
f.  UQ.  TbortiHc  nrowedjito  rtconiiiKnal  alvfumnccto  incnni>]  p.irliniiimu, 
%  ntmntt  lo  «hicli  Johruoo's  haind  of  the  whig  Hplcnninl  bill  would  tta- 
tamDy  igJine  btm,  and  ■»,  li^r  Mr.  Ilimli^**  wihir,  lie  wan  nttli^cd,  by  the 
nrioKX*  nT  diir  tiincR,  tn  sdofil  foaw  popular  io|>ic,  he  would  probubly  silfei  that 
tf  HMUiial  ptfliamcnta — ICd^] 

'  la  wfncli  placv  lir  hn*  Wen  nircRtlcd  by  Bninri  Iiiuigluri,  V.mi.  When 
dkH  tnty  i^li^^^  gentk-inan  waa  elected  to  this  honorary  profuwoi^htp.  ai  tho 
tmm  ome  tl<«t  Edward  tiibboo,  E»q.,  DMed  for  introducing  a  kind  ol'  ^Dcaing 
kSUStj  iwi'  hi»  Uintnrica)  writiiiffi,  was  riccU-d  Prnh-^MiT  nl'  AnriL-ril  ni:<tiiry, 
^Ai  anal  of  I>r.  OohlmtiUi,  I  obtcrvcd  thai  it  brought  to  my  mind  "  U'iclivd 
VB  Wbitfoa  Mfd  ftDod  Mr.  Uilbon." — I  am  now  also  of  thai  admirable  instiia. 
■n,  m  IJIn'Mfy  hn  Fortign  f'omcs)MTndcn(T,  t>y  thrfavuiirnriheaaadfiniciani, 
ml  A*  upntolian  of  tbc  >oT«<ifpi — Uoswell. 

•  jU*  iHttt  IB  Mn.  Thrale  front  OxiurO,  *J7tli  Jam  and  lOlb  July.  He 
wmm  to  hmr*  betn  Ukr  cro  aiuee  the  Ittlh  May — Uu.  ] 
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shelves  in  my  nairtv  '. 

"  If  you  ynW  he  pleased  to  let  me  know  when  you  have  an 
hour  of  leisure,  I  mil  drink  tea  with  you.  I  am  enga^fed  for 
the  af\ernuon..  to-moi-row  and  on  Friday :  all  my  inomiiifrs  are 
my  own  '.     I  am,  &c.  "  Sam.  Johnbok." 

["TO  MRS.  THRAI.K. 

''LirhHclil.  14th  August,  1709- 

"  I  set  out  on  Thursday  moniing,  and  found  my  coinpanlonj 
to  whom  I  wufl  very  much  a  »tranger,  more  agreeable  than  I 
expecteil.  We  went  cheerfully  forward,  and  passi'd  the  night 
at  Coventry.  We  cane  in  Jnte,  nnd  went  out  early  :  and  there- 
fore I  did  nut  send  for  my  cousin  Tomj  but  X  design  to  make 
him  Bome  amends  fur  tlie  omiaaion. 

"  Next  day  we  came  early  to  Lucy,  who  was,  I  believe,  glad 
to  see  us.  She  had  saved  her  best  goofteberriea  upon  the  tree 
for  me  ;  and,  us  Steele  says,  /  was  neither  too  prond  nor  loo  inte 
to  gatlier  them,  I  have  rambled  a  very  little  inter  Jimla  et 
Jtumirta  nota,  but  1  am  not  yet  well.  They  have  cut  doivii  the 
trees  in  George-lane.  Evelyn,  in  his  bonk  of  Koreat  Trees, 
te1U  ns  of  wicked  men  tiiat  cut  down  trees,  and  never  prospered 
afterwards ;  yet  nothing  has  iletcrred  these  audacious  aldermen 
from  violating  the  Hamadr^Md  of  George-lane.  As  an  impartial 
traveller  I  must,  however,  tell  that,  in  SloM--«trcet,  where  I  left 
a  draw-well,  I  have  found  a  pump,  but  the  lading-well  in  thia 
tU-fatcd  George-lane  lien  shamefully  neglecte<I. 

*'  I  am  going  to>day  nr  tomorrow  to  Ashbourne ;  but  I  am 
at  a  lotfif  how  I  shall  get  back  in  time  to  London.  Here  are 
only  chance  coaches,  fio  that  there  is  no  certainty  of  a  place. 
If  I  do  not  come,  let  it  not  hinder  your  jaurney.  I  can  In*  but 
a  few  (hiyx  bi^hind  you ;  and  I  will  follow  in  tlie  firighthelmstune 
omch.     But  I  hope  tu  come."^ 

I"  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

"  Brighthclnialorr,  2(ith  Auguit,  1769. 
"  Madau, — I  mppose  you  have  recciverl  the  mill :  the  whole 

<  *<It  ban  this  inarriptian  in   a  blunb  leaf:    *  Hnue  lihrtmt    D.  D.  Stmnti 

JnAnjuii,  n>  'jood  Afc  loi-i  itudi'u  iuirrdum  t'«/f<irrt.*  Of  this  library,  which  it 
Ml  nlil  Oatlilc  taam,  he  waA  veiy  fnrJil.  On  my  nbocrTin^  in  liiin  t)iK[  tajmc  of 
the  mii'iern  librariH  i>f  tlw  riiirrralv  wcro  more  commodiou*  lUiO  pkosani  for 
•ludy,  M  bcin^  ti»xt  tpaclous  and  sir>-,  he  replied,  'Sir,  if  a  uaa  hu  m  mlmi 
to  nrantr,  li«  must  Mudy  xt  ('hfist-Tliun))  miil  A  ll-^niiln.'  " 

*  "L>urinp;  this  visii  Itc  M-ldoni  or  ntvcrdimil  out.     llrappcnrcd  tabedct^ly 
cnnKLtl  in  mdk  litcnry  work.     Aliu  M'illi«uiH  ww  now  with  hiiu  at  Onrord. 
— NVaiitoh. 
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Mpfmnaut  acuuied  to  be  perfect,  except  that  there  is  wanting  h 
ItUlc  till  spout  at  the  buttom,  and  some  ring  or  knob,  on  \vhich 
the  Imj;  that  catches  the  mcul  is  to  be  hung.  When  tlietie  are 
■ddod,  I  h<ipe  you  will  be  nble  to  grind  yniir  own  bread,  :mil 
tlMt  nc  with  a  cake,  made  by  yourself,  uf  meal  from  yuur  own 
com  of  yoor  own  grinding. 

••  I  wa»  gl»tl.  luadjun,  to  «;e  you  so  well,  and  hope  your  health 
will  long  increase,  and  then  long  continue.  1  aiUj  madam,  your 
BMMt  c>bedit!iit  servant,  "  8ah.  Johnson."'] 

I  came  to  London  in  tlie  autumn,  and  having  in- 
forraed  him  that  I  was  going  to  be  niarried  in  a  few 
months,  I  wislied  to  iiave  as  much  of  his  conversation 
aa  I  could  before  engaging  in  a  state  of  life  whieh 
would  probably  keep  nic  more  in  Scotland,  and  pre- 
iwul  me  .seeing  liini  so  often  as  when  I  was  a  single 
nuin ;  but  1  found  he  was  at  Brighthelmstone  with 
Mt.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  was  very  sorry  that  I  had 
not  lus  cotn[>any '  with  me  at  the  Jubilee,  in  honour 
of  Shaksj>eare,  at  Stratfonl-upon-Avon,  the  great 
poet's  native  town.  Johnson's  connexion  botli  with 
Shakspearc  and  Garrick  founded  a  double  claim  to 
hiti  presence;  and  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying 
to  Mr.  Garrick.  Upon  this  occasion  I  jKirticularly 
lainenteti  tliat  he  had  not  that  warmth  of  friendshiji 
for  his  brilliant  pupil,  which  wc  may  suppose  would 
have  bad  a  beuignant  effect  on  both  When  almost 
every  man  of  eminence  in  the  literary  world  was 
happy  to  partake  in  this  festival  of  genius,  the  absence 
of  Johnson  could  not  but  be  wondered  at  and  re- 
gretted.  The  oidy  trace  of  him  there,  was  in  the 
«him»:ical  advertisement  of  a  haberdasher,  who  sold 
ShakjtjH'rian  rihamh  of  various  dyes ;  and,  by  way 
of  illustrating  their  appropriation  to  the  bard,  intru- 

*  IMr.  Bonrell.  im  iliU  occavior,  justified  JahnMin*K  foresight  and  prudcDflc, 
hi  Hviiibfi  hhn  ut  *^cku  hts  bead  oT  Conlo:"  unlucki]]r  ih^^  ulvicv  h«il  no 
iJiirr.  ft»  UotwcU  made  a  foul  of  hiiiiEwU  at  the  Jubitc«  b;  Mundrr  mihtMiftMic 
i:  asMM^H othcn,  I»i  he  kIiouUI  not  bi*  »uf)icicnil]r  (liiiiii)|[uUholibcworc 
' .  Couic'A  UoswEM.  ill  Inrgc  lettcT>  rourM  )ii>  lint — Ki>.| 
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cliieed  a  line  from  Uie  celebrated  Prologue  at  the 
opening  of  Drury-laiie  theatre : 

^'  tadi  charge  of  tnau^-ivlOiir'i  Uti  bs  drew." 

From  Brighthel  in  stone  Ur.  Jobniion  wrote  me  the 
following  letter,  which  they  who  may  think  that  I 
ought  to  have  suppressed,  must  have  less  ardent  feel- 
ings than  I  have  always  avowed  \ 

• 

"TO  JAMES  BOSWELI-i,  K8Q.  , 

"  Urit;hlb(Jmttoac  Otii  Uec«mber,  17611. 
"Deau  sik, — Why  do  you  charge  me  with  uiikindtiesa  ?  I 
have  omitted  nothirifr  that  coulil  do  you  jr't^lt  "r  give  you 
pleasure,  unless  it  be  that  I  huve  forborne  to  tell  you  my  opinion 
of  your  '  Account  of  Corsica.'  I  believe  my  opinion,  if  you 
think  well  of  my  jtidgiueiit,  might  have  given  you  pleajiure; 
but  when  it  is  considered  how  much  vanity  i»  excite<l  by  praise, 
I  ain  notfiure  that  it  woidd  have  done  you  good.  Your  history 
is  like  other  histories,  but  your  joiimrtl  is  in  m  very  hiph  degree 
curioiit*  and  delightfiil.  There  id  between  the  historj-  and  thft' 
joumiil  tliat  dilfercnce  which  there  will  always  be  found  between 
notions  borrowed  firom  without,  and  notions  generated  tinthio. 
Your  history  van  copied  fVoni  books ;  your  journal  ro«e  out  of 
your  own  experience  and  observation.  You  express  imagM 
which  operated  trtrongly  upon  yourself,  ami  you  have  impressed 
tlieni  with  great  force  upon  your  reudcrs.  1  know  not  whether 
I  could  name  any  narrative  by  which  curiosity  ia  better  excited 
or  better  gratified. 


^  In  the  Pn:f:iec  to  taj  Account  of  Conlca,  pabliabed  in  1760,  I  tira* 
prte«  uiy»clf : 

"  lU  «bo  ptiblLOic*  a  hook  tfPxtlnf  not  to  bi-  Kn  nutbour,  snd  pnftMina  in 
indiBercnn;  fat  litcnirjr  fftiiie,  nwr  puuiblj'  it»|>oe«  upon  inui/  people  (uui  an 
Mai  of  b'\»  comcijuciicir  an  h^  wunn  niMr  be  n-coiml.  For  inj  part  1  BhmiU 
bv  pnnid  to  be  known  w  wi  tuthour,  Mia  1  hnvcan  ■idcot amUtloa  for  Ytvenry 
tmawi  for,  of  all  powcssUKW,  I  i^hould  iniaglKe  litemiy  fanie  to  be  the  nioM  v»- 
loablR.  A  man  who  hu  b(«n  able  lo  funibh  a  book,  wliirh  hax  bcrn  approrcd 
bj'  the  world,  hu  r>ubli>hc^d  hiin»clf  a*  a  lopeotablc  cliaractci  in  diitaot  >o- 
cie^y,  wiiliout  wiy  lUnfccr  of  having  that  cltanvtct  IcMcniid  ^ty  ibe  ob^crratioa 
of  hU  vrakiirucs-  To  prrwnvr  an  oniforin  it^|;ntt)r  unong  tbo»«  who  wc  us 
rvcf7  diTt  i>  hatdl)-  poHitlble;  and  to  Aim  at  it,  uiiut  put  us  under  the  fctunof 
prrpetuu  rcatniat.  Ttu-  authour  of  nn  aiipiovt-d  boull  may  allow  hU  naturAl 
dispnaitton  an  ca^  P^'^f--  ^^^  f  indul^i-  ini;  pnilc  of  Mipcnur  |tcnius,  wbt-n  tie 
flooiidcn  that  by  tliiMc  who  know  him  only  aa  an  authour,  h<r  acva  ccuo  to  be 
nsprctcd.  Sudi  ati  uithoar,  when  in  hit  tinun  Ql'gluoin  and  dimxitent,  ma/ 
have  ihc  coawilailoo  to  ihink  ihai  hu  wriilngi  arc,  ai  that  very  time,  givaiff 
plMkiarc  to  iiuntbti^t  and  such  ac  auLhour  may  cbeiuh  the  hope  of  being  R- 
raeinUnvd  alW  di-iali,  which  Iws  bu«ai  a  gt^  objoct  to  the  noblest  inUuh  in  bQ 
«£«».** —  BotWKL  L. 
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"*  I  SDi  filml  that  >-uu  ore  going  to  be  married  ;  aiid  as  I  wish 
j«a  wcU  in  things  of  lesA  importance^  wUh  you  wW  with  pro- 
purtiowte  ardour  in  this  crisii*  uf'  your  life.  What  I  can  con* 
triboU'  tn  your  happines«,  I  shooUl  Iw  very  unwilling  to  with- 
hiU;  lur  I  have  always  loved  and  valued  yon,  und  shall  love 
T«n  and  vnlui*  you  utill  more,  as  you  l>ect>nie  mow  rt-gular  and 
aa^,,t     ..rf'..r^^  which  a  happv  marriage  will  hardly  fail  to  pro- 

"  1  du  nut  find  that  I  am  likely  to  come  Ijadc  very  soon  from 
tkii  plaei'.  I  tthall,  pcrhnps,  stay  a  fortnight  longer;  and  a 
iKtnight  is  n  long  time  to  a  lover  absent  from  his  raistrett* 
Vookt  a  fortnight  ever  have  an  eti<t }  I  am,  clear  air,  your 
iMiC  aflMTtiuiMte  humble  servant,  "  Sau.  Jounson.''* 

After  bis  return  to  towni,  v>v  met  frequently,  and 
1  eontiuued  the  practice  of  making  notes  of  bis  con- 
nnatjou.  though  not  with  so  inncb  assiduity  as  I 
vish  1  liml  clone.  At  this  timet  indeed.  I  bad  a  suf- 
fioeut  exiiise  for  not  being  able  to  appropriate  so 
wach  time  to  my  journal ;  for  General  PaoH,  after 
rorsii'a  liad  been  overpowered  by  tlie  monarchy  of 
France,  was  now  no  longer  at  the  bead  of  his  brave 
ooimtrymeu,  but  ha\*ing  with  difficulty  esca|>ed  from 
Hh  native  island,  had  nought  an  asylum  in  Great 
Britain';  and  it  wa.s  my  duty,  as  wl-II  as  my  pleasure, 
to  attend  nmch  upon  liiin-.  Such  particulars  of  John* 
iod's  conversation  at  this  period  as  I  have  committed 
tn  writing,  1  shall  here  introduce,  without  any  strict 

ention  to  methodical  arrongemcut.  Sometimes 
notes  of  diirtTent  days  siiall  be  blended  toge- 
dirr,  and  sometimes  a  day  may  seem  im|>ortnnt 
cBough  to  be  separately  distinguished. 

He  said,  he  would  not  have  Sunday  kept  with  rigid 
unrrrity  and  gloom,  but  with  a  gravity  and  simplicity 
■f  beUa>  iour. 


•  {Urn  ScpL  I7IIB.     Oencml  PaoU  anivtd  at  Mr    Huichifismi'i,  in  Old 
■  ■r   liiiir — 3Tih  ricpt      (knenl  Paoli  was  pm«nicd  lo  hb  Alajniy  at  St. 

•  I  H«.  BmvcII**  luttmt'UiiMit  auciiduiuc  M)  Oviienil  PaoH  cxcltcd,  ■(  the  tim^ 
•  ^•d  dtal  ofdbMmaan  mvA  rklkutc. — Kn.J 
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[He  Viificiiled  a  friend  who,  looking  oiit  on 
Streathain-corniiion  from  our  wiiidowa  one  day,  la- 
mented the  enormous  wickedness  of  the  times,  be- 
cause some  bird-catchers  were  busy  there  one  fine 
Sunday  morning^.  "  While  half  the  Christian  world 
is  permitted,"  said  he,  "to  dam-e  and  sing,  and  cele- 
brate Simday  as  a  day  of  festivity,  how  comes  your 
puritanical  spirit  so  offended  with  frivolous  and  empty 
deviations  from  exactness?  \Vhoev«r  loads  life  with 
unnecessary  scruples,  sir,"  continued  he,  "  provokes 
the  attention  of  others  on  his  conduct,  and  incurs  the 
censure  of  bingularily  without  reaping  the  reward  of 
superior  virtue."] 

I  told  hun  that  David  Hume  had  made  a  short 
collection  of  Scotticisms.  "  I  wonder  (said  Johoson) 
that  he  should  find  tliem  -." 

Pie  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the  quea 
tion  concerning  the  legality  of  general  warrants. 
"  Such  a  [wwer  (he  observed)  must  be  vested  in  ever)' 
government,  to  answer  particular  cases  of  necessity  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  just  complaint  but  when  it  is 
abused,  for  which  those  who  administer  government 
must  be  answerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  such  indif- 
ference, a  matter  about  which  the  people  care  so  very 
little,  that  were  a  man  to  be  sent  over  Britain  to 
offer  them  an  exemption  from  it  at  a  half])enny  a 
piece,  very  few  would  purchase  it."  This  was  a 
specimen  of  that  iajcity  qftalkinf^^  which  I  had  heard 
him  fairly  acknowledge  ;  for  surely,  while  the  power 
of  granting  general  warrants  was  supposed  to  lie 
legal,  and  the  apprehension  of  them  hung  over  our 
beads,  we  did  not  possess  that  security  of  freedom, 

'  {Tlwugh  Dr.  Johnaon  may  h«ve  bocn  mduwd  by  ■  s(rirU  of  cnntrailJetMNi 
orini|>KtierM:c  to  My  tomcthmg  of  ihc  kiixl  hen;  stBt«l  by  Sirs.  Pboxxi,  It  n 
imiitf  10  oWrYc,  ih«t  he  WAR,  ImhIi  in  pTco.-i>i  «nd  praciicc.  a  decoroua  atii!  ge. 
nmillv  *  wriei,  thouith  n<n  b  luiritiiniiKi.  i>b»eivi'r  oi'  iht:  S«liljiuli Ko-J 

*  Tbc  fini  edician  ot'  lluau-'b  Jluiury  ut  l!:nKliin<)  «ii<«  full  of  Scottid«m>, 
luuiy  nf  which  hccorracUil  in  MibKqiieni  cdluotiK AIalone. 


\ 
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coDgmiiBl  to  our  happy  constitiitiou,  and  which,  by 
Uie  iuuvpid  ex«rtiou8  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  has  been  hap- 
pily established. 

He  said,  "  The  duration  of  parliament,  whether 
far  seven  years  or  the  life  of  the  king,  appears  to  me 
ID  immaterial,  that  I  would  not  give  half-a-crown  to 
turn  the  scale  one  way  or  the  other.  The  hahea^ 
torpUM  is  tJie  single  advantage  which  our  govem- 
Dent  hoif  over  that  of  other  countries  '.** 

On  the  30t!i  of  September  we  dined  together  at 
ihe  Mitre.  1  attempted  to  argue  for  the  8uj>eriour 
bippiness  of  the  savage  life,  upon  the  usual  fanciful 
lopkks.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  can  l>e  nothing 
mon*  false.  The  savages  have  no  bodily  advantages 
beycnul  those  of  civilized  men.  They  have  not  beU- 
Iff  health  ;  and  as  to  care  or  mental  unea^siness,  tliey 
are  not  above  it,  but  Ijelow  it,  like  beant.  No,  sir; 
yoa  are  not  to  talk  such  paradox:  let  me  have  no 
mure  on  *t.  It  cannut  entertain,  far  less  can  it  iu- 
ttroct.  Lord  MunlxHldo,  one  of  your  Scotch  Judges, 
talked  a  great  deal  of  such  nonsense.  I  suffered 
kim;  but  I  will  not  sutler  yo«."  Boswell.  "  But, 
lir,  does  not  Rousseau  talk  such  nonsense  ?"  Joiin- 
MTS.  **  True,  Kir,  but  Houssenu  knowft  he  is  talking 
■oasense,  and  laughs  at  the  world  for  staring  at 
Inm."  BoswKi.i..  "  How  so,  sir?"  John'son. 
*  Why,  air,  a  man  who  talks  nonsense  so  well,  must 
kaotr  that  he  is  talking  nonsense.  But  I  am  ({fraid 
(chuckling  ami  laughing),  IVIonhoddo  docs  not  know 
that  he  is  talking  nonsense  •"."     Hosavell.  "  Is  il 

■  [DU  lie  rackoD  tbc  poircf  nf  lh«  commons  over  the  public  punc  u  ncv 
lUag?  sad  did  be  calcuLttr  huw  lung  llie  htthcat  nrpHM  miglit  exuil:,  tf  the  li- 
kcm  of  the  pnHVcn  dmmycd,  mid  th«  duration  of  pxrhuracncs  unlimiietL?'^ 

<  Un  lnr4«htp  iHving  fmjumtly  spoken  in  in  abimn;  nuuinet  of  Dr.  Jnhn> 
■a,  ia  tof  ootnpviy.  f  nn  twie  occwuon,  durir^g  the  Hfetiinc  of  my  UtiMiriong 
k^td,  amud  dm  lefinin  from  »iaUatioD,  and  repL-ausd  to  him  thj*  Mjrl"^.  He 
^  Akt INlbliihnl  r  don'i  know  huw  manjr  pa^n*  ■»  tmr  nf  hi>  iniriiiur>  biM>k«, 
MaiptiQg  is  Bpch  angvT.  btil  with  pitiful  ctfccl,  lv  pi.f«uade  iiwnkiml  ttint  my 
Antn*<n  friend  wka  dm  the  great  utiil  goud  iniui  which  they  c»lCL-n)«l  atul  cvi-r 
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wrong  then,  sir,  to  affect  siiiffularlty,  in  orrfer  to 
make  jwople  stare?"     JOHNSOX.  "  Ves,  if  yovi  <lo  it 
by  propagating  errour ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  wrong  ia 
any  way.     There  is  in  human  uatui'c  a  general  in^^ 
clination  to  make  jieople  stare,  and  every  wise  man 
has  himself  to  cure  of  it,  and  does  cure  himself.      If 
yon  wish  to  raalte  people  stare  by  doing  better  than 
others,  why  make  them  stare  till  they  stare  tlieiEM 
eyes  out.     But  consider  how  easy  it  is  to  make  peo- 
ple stare,  by  being  absurd.     1  may  do  it  by  going 
into  a  drawing-room  without  my  shoes.     Vou  re- 
member the  gentleman  in  *  The  Spetiator,'  who  hadM 
a  commission  of  lunacy  taken  out  against  him  for  bis 
extreme  singularity,  such  as  never  wearing  a  wig,  but 
a  nightcap.      Now,  sir,   abstractedly,  the  nightcaj 
was  best ;  but,  relatively,  the  advantage  was  over-' 
balanced  by  his  making  the  boys  run  after  him." 

[All  desire  of  siuffitUirity  had  indeed  a  Bure  enemy^ 
in  Dr.  Johnson.     Few  people  had  a  more  settled  re- 
verence tor  the  world  than  he,  or  was  less  captivntedjH 
by  new  modes  of  behaviour  introduced,  or  iunovationit 
on  the  long  received  customs  of  common  life.     One  ^ 
day,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  they  met  afriendS 
driving  six  very  small  ponies,  and  stopped  to  admire 
them.     "  Why  does  imbody,"  said  Johnson,  "  begin 
the  fashion  of  driving  six  si)aviiied  horses,  all  spavined 
of  the  same  leg?  it  would  have  a  mighty  pretty  effecti| 
and  produce  the  distinction  of  doing  something  wot 
than  the  common  way."    He  hated  the  modern  way 
leaving  a  company  without  taking  notice  to  the  lady 
of  the  house  that  he  was  going;  and  did  not  much 
like  any  of  the  contrivances  by  which  ease  has  been>A 
lately  introduced  into  society  instead  of  ceremony, 
which  had  more  of  his  approbation.     Cards,  dress, 
and  dancing,  however,  all  found  their  advocates  io  f 
Dr.  Jolinson,  who  inculcateil,  upon  princi]»le,  tlie  cul- 
tivation of  those  arts,  which  many  a  moralist  thinks 
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fatnuelf  bound  to  reject,  and  many  a  Christian  holds  i*i'>'«'- 
uiifit  to  be  practised.  "  No  i>erson,"  said  he,  one 
day,  '*  goes  under-dressed  till  lie  thinks  himself  of 
consequence  enough  to  forbear  carrying  the  badge  of 
Ins  rank  upon  \m  back."  And*  in  answer  to  Die  nr- 
glBients  urged  by  Puritans,  Quakers,  &c.  against 
iktmy  decorations  of  the  human  figure,  I  once  heard 
him  exclaim,  **  Oh,  let  us  be  found  when  our  Master 
dOi  ns,  ripping  not  the  luce  off  our  waistcoats, 
Wt  th^  spirit  of  contention  from  our  souls  and 
toogucs !  Let  us  all  conform  in  outward  customs, 
vhkb  are  of  uo  conRequence,  to  the  manners  of  those 
nkgmt  we  live  among,  and  despise  such  paltry  di- 
rtlDTtious.  Alas,  sir,"  continued  he,  "a  man  who 
camiut  get  to  heaven  in  a  green  coat,  will  nut  find  his 
way  thither  the  sooner  in  a  grey  one."] 

Talking  of  a  London  life,  he  said,  "  The  happiness 
of  London  is  not  to  be  conceived  but  by  those  who 
kave  been  in  it.  1  ^vill  venture  to  say,  there  is  more 
louning  and  science  within  the  circumference  often 
miles  frcnu  where  we  now  sit,  than  in  all  the  rest  of 
ibe  kinjjdom."  Boswf.ll.  "  The  only  disadvantage 
*  llie  grt.*al  distance  at  which  people  live  from  one 
another.*"  Johnson.  "Yes,  sir;  but  that  is  occa- 
■ooed  by  the  largeness  of  it,  which  is  the  cause  of  ail 
ibe  other  advantages."  Boswki.i,.  "Sometimes  I 
bsve  been  in  the  hiunour  of  wishing  to  retire  to  n 
desert."  Johnson.  "Sir,  you  have  desert  enough 
in  Scotland." 

Altbungh  1  had  promised  myself  a  great  deal  of  in- 
stnictive  conversation  with  him  on  the  conduct  of  the 
married  state,  of  which  I  had  then  a  near  prospect,  he 
dkl  not  say  much  upon  that  topick.  Air.  Seward '  heard 


'fWt  WHHMBftrrmH.aifi^ftrTff'h-  r<-r-rf"*r-rf  ff— *vfnf  fVnm«.  and  ton-e 
.4iM,  who  ntnct  not  be  coofoundeJ  with  Mr.  ScV4rd,  ttw  urtm  of  Lkh. 
Ko.] 
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him  once  say,  that  "  a  man  has  a  very  bad  chance  for 
happiness  in  that  state,  nnless  he  manies  a  woman  of 
ver)'  strong  and  fixed  ])rintipk'8  of  religion."  He 
maintained  to  me,  contrary  to  the  common  notion, 
that  a  woman  wonld  not  be  the  worse  wife  for  being 
learned ;  in  whit-h,  from  all  that  1  have  obserred 
oi  Artemiitias\  I  humbly  differed  from  him.  That 
a  wojnan  should  be  sensible  and  well  informed,  I 
allow  to  be  a  great  advantage;  and  think  that  Sir 
Thomas  Overbiiry ',  in  his  rude  versification,  has  very 
judieiously  pointed  out  tliat  degree  of  intcltigcnce 
which  is  to  be  desired  in  a  female  eompaiiion  : 

"Give  me,  nexi^vw.?,  an  nnitfrilit»dli>p  b-I/!*, 
By  iiatuiv  irbf,  nut  Irartirti  by  mucll  Ut: 
SocDc  knovledge  on  her  lit'.c  wilt  all  niy  life 

Itlorc  »CDix-  of  c  >nrrnji!it'n  iiiii>art ; 
Raidn,  hor  latintnc  rJrlue  fiitliliet 
They  «re  jaou  Srmlj-  good,  who  bnt  know  why." 

When  I  eensured  a  gentleman  of  my  aequaintani 
for  marrying  a  second  time,  as  it  showed  a  disregard^ 
of  his  first  wife,  he  said,  "  Not  at  nil,  sir.     On  th< 
contrary,  were  he  not  to  marry  again,  it  might 
eoni'hided  tiiat  his  first  wife  had  given  him  a  disgusl 
of  marriage;  but  by  taking  a  seeond  wife  he  pa] 
the  highest  compliment  to  the  first,  by  showing  thai 
she  made  him  80  hajipy  as  ii  married  man,  tliat  hi 
wishes  to  be  so  a  seeond  time."     So  ingenious  a  turi 
did  he  f^vu  to  this  delicate  question.     And  yet,  oi 
another  ocnision^  he  owned  that  he  once  had  ahnost 
asked  a  promise  of  Mrs.  Jolmson  that  she  would  not 
marry  again,  but  had  checkeil  himself.   Indeed  I  can- 
not  lielp  thinking,  that  in  Ins  ea^te  the  request  would 
have  been  unreasonable;   for  if  Mrs.  Juhnsou  forgot, 
or  tliought  it  no  injur)'  to  the  memory  of  her  first 
love, — the  husband  of  her  youth  and  the  father  of 

-  >  |Sce  Popc'i  udric&I  rcncs  aj!»io>t  >  leuiwd  bdy,  entitled  "  ArtcnuiM.* 
—Ed.] 
■  "A  Wife,"  a  poem,  1614— Boswcll. 
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her  children, — to  make  a  second  marriage,  why 
dioold  she  be  precluded  from  a  tliird,  should  she  be 
so  inclined  ?  In  Johnson's  persevering  Fond  appro- 
priation of  his  Tetty,  even  after  her  decease,  he 
•erms  totally  to  have  overlooked  the  prior  daira  of 
die  honest  Binningham  trader'.  I  presume  that  her 
having  been  married  before  had,  at  times,  given  him 
Hme  uneasine&s ;  for  I  remember  his  observing  upon 
the  marriage  of  one  of  our  comnmn  friends,  "  He 
his  done  a  very  foolish  thing,  sir;  he  has  married  a 
widoir.  wlieu  he  might  have  had  a  maid." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  had  last 
fear  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mrs.  Thrale  at  Dr.  John- 
Mn's  one  morning,  and  ha<l  conversation  enough  with 
her  to  admire  her  talents ;  and  to  show  her  that  1 
vxs  as  Johnsonian  as  herself.  Dr.  Johnson  had  pro- 
Wily  been  kind  enough  to  speak  well  of  me,  for  this 
cTrning  he  delivered  nie  a  very  polite  card  from  Mr. 
Thrale  and  her,  inviting  me  to  Streathain. 

On  the  6th  October  I  complied  with  this  obliging 
iBTitatioD,  and  found,  at  an  elegant  villa,  six  miles 
frocn  town,  every  circumstance  that  can  make  society 
plea&lng.  Johnson,  though  quite  at  home,  wan  yet 
kM>ked  up  to  with  an  awe,  teinjx*red  by  atfuclion,  and 
teemed  lo  be  equally  the  care  of  his  host  and  hostess. 
I  rejoiced  at  seeing  him  so  happy. 

He  played  off  his  wit  against  Scotland  with  a  good- 
buuioured  plea&antr>',  which  gave  me,though  no  bigot 
lo  national  prejudices,  an  opportunity  for  a  little  mu- 
test with  him.  1  having  said  that  England  was 
•bilged  lo  us  for  gardeners,  almost  all  their  good 
jpodeners  being  Scotchmen: — Johnson.  "Why, 
■r»  that  ift  because  gardening  is  much  more  necessary 

•  IVm  hi*  iaqubiiire  mind  niiglit  ti«vc  been  kinirk  hy  \\\*  frinul  Hcrvcy'a 
■  Bifc^^  ^twMkB  to  Sir  Thomu  limnmcr,  ntUlivc  tu  ihe  Wy  who  wu  the  eauae 
^  dMir  coBKaaaRi  **/*  /mwiwh,  wham  iH/}>  jAn//  iJtr.  h.- )"     Ses  amU,  p.  33. 
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amongst  you  than  with  us,  which  ninkcs  so  many 
your  people  learn  it.  It  is  w/ZganlfiiiMg  with  you. 
Things  which  grow  wild  here,  must  be  cultivated 
with  great  care  iu  Scotlaud.  Pray  now  (throwing 
himself  back  in  his  chair,  and  laughing),  are  you 
ever  able  to  bring  the  aloe  to  perfection  ?" 

I  bojisted  that  we  had  the  honour  of  I>eing  the  first      i 
to  abolish  the  inhospitable,  troublesome,  and  ungra-fl 
cious  cu}4toni  of  giving  veils  to  servants.    JoilNSON. 
"  Sir,  you  abolished  veils,  because  you  were  too  \wov 
to  be  able  to  give  them." 

Mrs.  Thrale  disputed  with   him  on  the  merit  ofl 
Prior.    He  attacked  hini  |K)werfidly ' ;  said  he  wrote 
of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt  it:  his  love^ 
verses  were  college  verses:  and  he  repeated  the  song 
'*  Alexis  shunu'd  his  fellow  swains,"  &c.  in  so  ludi<< 
crous  a  mauner,  as  to  make  us  all  wonder  how  auy 
one  could  have  been  pleased  with  such  fautasticAl 
stuff.      Jlrs.  Thrale  stood  to  her  gun   MJth   great 
couragt^  in  defence  of  amorous  ditties,  which  Jolin-  fl 
son  despised,  till  he  at  last  silenced  her  by  saying, 
"My  dear  lady,  talk  no  more  of  this.    Nonsense  cati 
be  defended  but  by  nonsense." 

Mrs.  Thnile  then  praised  Garrick's  talents  for  light 
gay  poetry  ;  and,  as  a  specimen,  repeated  his  soug  in 
*■  Florizel  and  Perdita,"  and  dwelt  with  peculiar  plea- 
sure ou  this  line : 

'•  I  'd  untie  with  ttae  simple,  ind  ttxii  wiih  the  poor." 

Johnson.  "Nay,  my  dear  lady,  this  will  never  do. 
Poor  David !  Smile  with  the  simple  ! — what  folly  is 
that?  And  who  would  feed  with  the  poor  that  can 
help  it  ?  No,  no ;  let  me  smile  with  the  wise,  and 
feed  with  the  rich."  I  repeated  this  sally  to  Garrick, 
and  woudered  to  find  his  sensibility  as  a  writer  not 

•  [\\'c  Nltall  !>cv  lim-Artrr  (23d  ^Scpt.   1777)  tlwl,  with  IcM  jUiUiCC>  he  cboM 
to  defend  Friot'ii  rfc/ivrtry.— Ei».J 
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aUtUe  irritated  by  it.  To  soothe  him  I  oWrved, 
that  Johnson  spared  none  of  us ;  and  I  quoted  the 
passage  in  Horace,  in  whicli  he  compares  one  who 
•ttBcIn  his  friends  for  the  sake  of  a  laugh  to  a 
pishing  ox,  tliat  is  niarke<l  by  a  bunch  of  hay  put 
opon  his  horns:  ^firnttni  fia/tet  in  corni4.  **  Ay," 
said  Oarrick  vehemently,  "  he  has  a  whole  mow  of  it." 

Talking  of  history,  Johnson  said,  "  We  may  know 
liistorical  facts  to  be  true,  as  we  may  know  facts  in 
eonmoi]  life  to  he  true.  Motives  are  gi^neraUy  nn- 
Jntown'.  We  cannot  trust  to  the  characters  we  find 
in  history,  unle«;s  when  they  are  drawn  by  those  who 
faww  the  persons,  as  those,  for  instance,  by  Sallust 
and  by  Ixtrd  Clarendon." 

He  would  not  allow  much  merit  to  Wliitfield's 
tvatory.  "  His  popularity,  sir/*  said  he,  "  is  chiefly 
««ing^  to  the  pecidiarity  of  his  manner.  He  would 
lie  fbltoved  by  crowds  were  lie  to  wear  a  iiig-htcap 
in  the  pulpit,  or  were  he  to  preach  from  a  tree." 

I  know  not  from  what  spirit  of  contradiction  he 
buRt  out  into  a  violent  declamation  against  the  Cor- 
Bcans.  of  whose  heroism  I  talked  in  high  tenns. 
••Sir,"  said  he,  •'  what  is  all  this  rout  about  the  C'or- 
neann  ?  They  have  been  at  war  with  the  Genoese 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  have  never  yet  taken 
ttdr  fortified  towns.  They  might  have  battered  down 
Aeir  walls  and  reduced  thern  to  powder  in  twenty 
yttTK.  They  might  have  pulled  the  walls  in  pieces, 
and  cracked  the  stones  with  their  teeth  in  twenty 
jcan.**  It  was  in  vain  to  argue  with  him  njmn  the  want 

artillery  :  he  was  not  to  be  resisted  for  the  moment. 


-•ITW*  'MM  vfasl  olil  Sir  Hobcn  Wnlpolc  probdily  mcknt  iriini,  hii  mki 
aoacc,  withing  to  uituac  luin  ucc  lvuiIhk,  afirr  >iu  fnU,  olTirrrd  10  read  him 
««v  Iwmriatl  wOfk.  "■  Any  Ihin^,"  Miitl  ilu.-  old  nutcsman,  "  but  history- — 
^m  mam  be  faUe."  Mr.  (iibbon  tuyn,  <' Jlalhcurtux  um  dc  ThUtnirc  !  I<c9 
MDl  crop  pcu  iiMUuii)',  bI  Lcs  actvura  tmp  inicriW-»  poui  ((Ue  nou) 
eonitrti*  *ur  In  nVils  ilc<i  utu>  mi  tie*  uutic« ! "    Mitr.  tfurii,  *nl.  t*. 
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On  the  evening  of  October  10,  I  presented  i5r. 
Johnson  to  General  HaoH-     I  bad  tfrtatly  wislied  that 
two  men,  for  whom  I  had  the  highest  esteem,  sliould 
meet.     They  met  with  a  manly  ease,  mutually  con- 
scious of  their  own  abilities,  and  of  the  abilities  of 
each  other.    The  general  spoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  Jolin- 
son  English,  and  understood  one  another  very  well, 
with  a  little  aid  of  interpretation  from  me,  in  which 
I  compared  myself  to  an  isthmus  which  Joins  two 
great   continents.     UfJon   Johnson's    approach,    the 
general  said,  "  From  what  I  have  read  of  your  works, 
sir,  and  from  what  Mr.  Boswell  luis  told  me  of  you, 
I  have  long  held  you  in  great  veneration."     The 
general  talked  of  languages  being  formed  on  the  par- 
ticular notioMH  and   manners  of  a  ]>eople,  without 
knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the  language.    We 
may  know  the  direct  signification  of  single  words ; 
but  by  these  no  beauty  of  expression,  no  salty  of 
genius,  no  wit  is  conveyed  to  the  mind.     All  this 
must  be  by  allusion  to  other  ideas.  "  Sir,"  said  John- 
son, "you  talk  of  language  as  if  you  had  never  done 
any  thing  else  but  study  it,  instead  of  governing  a 
nation.*'     The  general  said,  "  Questo  e  tin  troppo 
gran  complmcftto ;"  this  is  too  great  a  compliment, 
Joluifion  answered,   "  I  should  have  thought  so,  sir, 
if  I  had  not  heard  you  talk  '.*'     The  general  asked 
bim  what  he  thought  of  the  sj)irit  of  in6delity  which 
was  so  prevalent.    Johnsun.  *'  Sir>  this  gloom  offl 
infidelity,  1  hope,  is  only  a  transient  cloud  passing     ' 
through  the  hemisphere,  which  will  soon  be  dissi- 
pated, and  the  sun  break  foLlh  with  his  usual  spleu- 
dour."     "  You  think  then,"  said  the  general,  "  that 
they  will  change  their  princijilen  like  their  clothes." 
JoHNSOX.    "  Wliy,  sir,   if  they   bestow   no   more 
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thought  <m  principles  than  on  dress,  it  must  be  so." 
The  geiieml  t-aid,  that  "  a  great  part  of  the  fashion- 
able infidelity  wok  owing  to  a  desire  of  sliowing 
«wuagg.  Men  who  have  no  opportunities  of  showing 
■  it  as  to  things  in  this  life,  ta]<e  death  and  futurity  as 
objects  on  which  to  disjday  it,"  JOHNsoK.  *'That 
is  mighty  foolish  affectation.  Fear  is  one  of  the 
pMsions  of  human  nature,  of  which  it  is  impossible 
to  divest  it.  You  remember  that  the  Emperour 
Charles  V.  when  he  read  upon  the  tombstone  of  a 
Spanish  nobleman,  *  Here  lies  one  who  never  knew 
fear,'  wittily  said,  *  Then  he  never  snuffed  a  candle 
with  his  fingers.' " 

He  talked  a  few  words  of  French  to  the  general ; 
bat  finding  lie  did  not  do  it  with  facility,  he  a^ked 
for  peD»  ink,  and  paper,  and  wrote  the  following 
aote: 

*•  *J'oi  Ih  tlans  la  frht^raph'te.  fie  T^NCftJt  tie  IJufla 
VN  Paier'noster  Urit  lians  une  iangue  touf-d-fait 
d^rente  de  Vliaiienne,  ei  tie  tmitea  autres  lesquelles 
m  iUrivrnt  du  iMlin.  JJauteur  tnppelle  linguam 
Cowic«e  rustiram  :  elle  a  f)enf-e/re  jmssCy  peu-A-pen; 
maia  elie  a  certainemenf  j>ri value  autrefois  dau.n  lea 
montagnea  et  dans  la  campag^ne,  Le  mime  auteur 
4k  la  m^me  chotte  en  }mrlant  de  Sardai^te;  qtt'Uy 
m  denx  l/tiij^tieit  dans  flsle,  une  des  vil/es^  tautre 
4e  la  campagttcJ^ 

The  general  immediately  informed  him  that  the 
Stfgua  rtiJttica  was  only  in  Sardinia '. 

Dr.  Johnson  went  home  with  me,  and  drank  tea 
till  late  in  the  night.  He  said,  "General  Paoli  had 
the  loftiest  port  of  any  man  he  had  ever  seen."  He 
denied  that  military  men  were  always  the  best  bred 


■  (Tlw  BUhnji  at  Femt  inquim  wVicther  ii  be  not  pnuiblr  iliat  t  inililuy 
— '-riy  of  Jcwi.  (imnsported  Inw  Swdinia  in  the  time  of  Tibcriut,  nuj  hare  Im 
-  own  ot  ifaeir  language  lUav.     Tar.  Am.  \.  'i.  c.  RA.  Sutx.  t-if.  Tib.  c.  ^Ifi. 
'  3k.\.  I».f.  3 — Kit.] 
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men.  "Perfect  good  breeding  (he  observed)  con- 
sists in  having  no  particular  mark  of  any  profession, 
but  a  general  elegance  of  manners;  whereas,  in  a 
military  man,  you  can  commonly  distinguish  the 
hrand  of  a  soldier,  Vbuvivted^cpve:"  [and  it  was,  she 
said,  the  essence  of  a  gentleman's  cliaracter  to  bear  the 
visible  mark  of  no  profession  whatever.  He  once 
named  Mr.  Bereuger  as  tiie  standard  of  true  ele- 
gance ;  but  some  one  objecting,  that  he  too  much 
resembled  the  gentleman  in  Congreve's  comedies, 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  We  must  fix  then  upon  the  fa- 
nu)us  Thomas  Her^'ey,  whose  manners  were  polislted 
even  to  acutcness  aud  brilliancy,  though  he  lost  but 
little  in  solid  power  of  reasoning,  and  in  geuuiue 
force  of  mind."  Johnson  had  an  avowed  and  scarcely 
limited  partiality  for  all  who  bore  the  name,  or  boasted 
the  alliance  of  an  Aston  or  a  Hervey.] 

Dr.  Johnson  shunned  to-night  any  discussion  of 
the  perplexed  question  of  fate  and  free  will,  whidi  1 
attempted  to  agitate:  "Sir  (said  he),  we  know  our 
will  is  free,  and  there'.s  an  end  on 't." 

He  honoured  me  with  his  company  at  dinner  on 
the  l6th  of  October,  at  my  lodgings  in  Old  Bond- 
street,  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  IVIr.  Garrick,  Dr. 
tfoldsinilh,  Mr.  Mnrj'hy,  Mr.  Biekerstatf' ,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Davies.  Garrick  played  round  him  with  a 
fond  vivacity,  taking  hold  of  the  breasts  of  his  coat, 
aud,  looking  up  in  his  face  with  a  lively  archness, 
complimented  him  on  the  good  health  which  he 
seemed  then  to  enjoy;  while  the  sage,  shaking  his 
head,  beheld  him  with  a  gentle  complacency.     Oue 


'  [IttUKltickeniafT,  ih«auihor(irKTcnl  choitrlcal  pleCMofcoiiakknbb  merit 
ard  n'nlinucil  ])Dpi)ljjity.  Thut  itnfmppy  ■"an  wmsoblif>(-(l  en  Hy  nn  siiicpK'4An 
or  ■  oipifal  crinip,  on  wUich  orei/iioa  Urt.  Viatii  rd&u»,  lluil  '"when  Air. 
nitlunufTs  flight  cooBnocd  the  rejxitt  aiS  his  guilt,  ami  Air.  Thnle  *atii,  in 
aiuwvT  to  JahnMiti's  aBloiiwlimcnt,  iIimi  tic  liul  loiig  \\km  a  (-utipccUd  ntan, 
•  By  tbmw  whn  Kick  clow  to  tic  (^rouiHt  dirt  will  be  «?cn,  «r.'  wa«  the  lofty 
icpljr;  *  Ihopi!  that  Imx  thing*  froin  a];;Tcalrr<lntjineo."'    Pim\i,  p.  I  Hi) Kn.j 


> 
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of  the  company  not  bt-ing'  come  at  t)ic  flp[>oiiiU.'(l 
haiitt  I  proposed,  as  usual  upon  suc!i  occasioDS,  to 
onler  dinner  to  be  served  ;  adding,  "  Ought  six  peo- 
ple to  be  kept  waiting  for  one?"  '*  Wliy,  yes  (au- 
svrered  Johnson,  with  a  delicate  iiumanity).  if  the 
one  will  sufier  inure  by  your  sitting  down,  than  the 
nx  nill  do  by  waiting."  Goldsmith,  to  divert  the 
tedioiiB  mimites.  strutted  about,  bragging  of  his  dress, 
and  I  believe  was  seriously  vain  of  it,  for  his  mind 
ms  wonderfully  prone  to  such  impressions :  *'  Come, 
come  (said  Garrick),  talk  no  more  of  that.  You  arc, 
fJrrliAps,  the  worst — eh,  eh  !** — Goldsmith  was  eagerly 
sl44*mpting  to  interrupt  him,  when  Garrick  went  on, 
kngfaing  ironically,  "•  Nay,  you  will  always  look  like 
a  grotlemuu  ;  but  [  am  talking  of  lK*ing  well  ur  /// 
rfrr*/."  "  Well,  let  me  tell  you  (said  Goldsmith), 
wbtfn  my  tailor  brought  home  my  bloom-coloiu'ed  coat, 
be  Aid,  *  Sir,  I  have  a  favour  to  beg  of  you.  When 
any  body  asks  yuu  who  made  your  clothes,  l>e  pleased 
to  mention  John  Filby.  at  the  Harrow,  in  Wnter- 
Uuc."*  Johnson.  •'  Why,  sir,  that  was  because  he 
knew  the  strange  colour  would  attract  crowds  to  gaze 
at  it,  and  thus  they  might  hear  of  him,  and  see  how 
vrril  be  could  make  a  coat  even  of  so  absurd  a  colour.*' 
After  din?ier  our  conversation  turned  first  upon 
Pope.  Johnson  said,  his  characters  of  men  were  ad- 
minbly  drawn,  those  of  woiuen  not  so  well.  He 
repeated  to  us,  in  his  forcible  melodious  manner,  the 
ctnicluding  lines  of  the  Dunciad'.  While  he  was 
talkin^r  loudly  in  i>raitie  of  those  lines,  one  of  the 
escapany  ventured*  to  say,  "Too  fine  for  such  a 


t  Mr.  LMTtfitan  inrcmiiil  nicttuihc  once  rditcd  to  JuhrtBoniun  Oir  uittiorilf 
•fl^fiotn-  iliBi  PogM'  liiiiT*.  II  iiitkiiirvd  ihuw  Ifnm  *o  mucK,  tliul  when  he  rqicnlnl 
^■h,  toB  vam  fklioval :  **ftml  wcU  U  might,  hit  (siiid  .Fghiiun),  Iwf  they  ue 
■i^»  Tiiwi  " — J.  BoswEi.L. 

•| WlMI  vt  viaut  the  tyruxnyitfJohnvMi'i  convcnalioa  do«  llmi^orJ — vn- 
> :  Tlitte  b  tvufMi,  an  wiU  ap\HAi  hcrtniltr,  to  bu"1Mci  lh»l  DmwcU 
.  the  otijci?!  uf  lliik  Micwiu.— Ki>.  1 


poem : — a  poem  on  what  ?"  Johnson  (with  a  dis- 
dainful look).  ""SVhy,  on  dunces.  It  was  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  then.  Ah,  sir,  hadsl  tkon  lived  in 
those  days !  It  is  not  worth  while  being  a  dunce 
now,  when  there  are  no  wits."  Bickerstaff  observed,  J 
aft  a  peculiar  circumstance,  that  Pope's  fame  was 
higher  when  he  wa-s  alive  tlian  it  was  then.  Joliiison 
said,  his  Pastorals  were  poor  things,  though  the  versi- 
fication  M^as  fine.  He  told  us,  with  high  satisfaction,  I 
tlie  anecdote  of  Pope's  inquiring  who  was  the  authour 
of  liis  "  London,"  and  saying,  he  will  be  soon  deterrc. 
He  observed,  that  in  Dryden*s  poetry  there  were 
passages  drawn  from  a  profundity  xvhich  Pope  could 
never  reach.  He  repeate<l  some  fine  lines  on  love, 
by  the  former  (which  I  have  now  forgotten),  and  i 
gave  great  applause  to  the  character  of  Zimri ',  Gold-^ 
smith  said,  that  Pope's  character  of  Addison  showed 
a  deep  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  Johnson 
said,  that  the  description  of  the  temple,  in  *'  The 
Mourning  Bride"',"  was  the  finest  poetical  passage  be 
had  ever  read ;  he  recollected  none  in  Shaksjieare 
equal  to  it. — "  But  (said  Oarrick,  all  ahirraed  for 
'  the  god  of  his  idolatry')  we  know  not  the  extent  and 
variety  of  his  powers.  We  are  to  suppose  there  are 
such  passages  in  his  works.  Sliaksiware  must  not 
suffer  from  the  badness  of  our  memories."  Johnson, 
diverted  by  this  enthusiastic  jealousy,  went  on  with 
great  ardour:  **  No,  sir;  Congreve  has  nature  (smiling 
on  the  tragic  eagerness  of  Garrick) ;  but  composing 
himself,  he  added,  *•  Sir,  this  is  not  comparing  Con- 
greve on  the  whole  with  Shakspeare  on  the  whole: 
but  only  maintaining  that  Congreve  has  one  finer 
passage  than  any  that  can  be  found  in  Shakspeare. 
Sir,  a  man  may  have  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in 

I  [The  Uuke  of  Buckfogtum,  in  AUnlmn  nnd  A«:lii(n|ibeL  — Ed.] 
*  Act  U-  KcDc  :i. — Malone. 
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(be  world,  but  he  may  }»ave  those  ten  guiueaa  in  one 
piece ;  aiul  so  may  have  a  finer  jnece  tlian  a  man  who 
has  ten  thotL$aDd  pound :  but  then  he  has  only  one 
teu-guinea  piece. — \Vhat  I  mean  is,  that  you  can 
show  me  no  passage  where  there  is  simply  a  descrip- 
tioD  of  material  objects,  without  any  intermixture  of 
moral  uutions',  which  produced  such  an  eflect.**  Mr. 
Murphy  mentioned  Shakspeare*s  description  of  the 
night  before  the  battle  of  Agiucourt ;  but  it  was  ob- 
lerved  it  had  men  in  it.  Mr.  Davies  suggestefl  the 
ipeecii  of  Juliet,  in  whidi  she  figures  herself  awfiking 
in  the  tomb  of  tier  ancestors.  Some  one  mentioned 
the  description  of  Dover Clift'.  Johnson.  "No,  sir; 
it  afaauld  be  all  precipice- — all  vacuum.  7'he  crows 
impede  your  fall.  The  diminished  appearance  of  the 
boats,  and  other  i-Jrcum stances,  arc  ail  very  good 
description ;  but  do  not  impress  the  mind  at  once 
with  tiie  horrible  idea  of  immense  height.  The  im- 
preaaioD  is  divided ;  you  j)ns«  on  by  computation, 
bom  one  stage  of  the  tremendous  space  to  another. 
UacI  the  girl  in  *  The  Mourning  Bride'  said,  sJie 
could  not  cast  her  shoe  to  the  top  of  one  of  tiic  pillars 
ia  the  tenijile,  it  would  not  have  aided  the  idea,  but 
■eakeued  it." 

Talking  of  a  barrister  who  had  a  bad  utterance, 
tume  one  (to  rouse  Johnson)  wickedly  said,  that  lie 
was  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  taught  oratory 
by  Sheridan.  John.son.  "Nay,  sir,  if  he  had  been 
taught  by  Sheridan,  he  would  have  cleared  the  room." 

'  la  (.lon^Mw'ft  dctoipiku  thete  tuaa  10  be  a*  iMtcrmUtmre  tifuMrat  ita* 

»^m*  :  tat  tne  aUee^n^  pnwrr  of  lite  poaMgc  Artwn  ftiim  t)ii-  rivirl  iniptvKsiofi  of 
tfeK^mrltoil  ot^b  on  thf  tnliMlorthe  tpnIuT;  "And  nboot*  a  chilltwm." 
fcy^ — -  '.lie  very  (it«  wotd^of  tlie  »pe»eh,  "fcoa' »rii!-»t)frf  ;" 

^,.1  .'  uift  (frror  :"  aTuI  ugiuii,  ^'toatciug  IraMqailli/." 

All  uiw  •»  ■"'i-M  "^i.ix...;^  ttic  biiildii>)i  by  iw  eflccui  on  tine  xmnA.  The  troth 
^  M  Sirs  PmH  AUte«,  Jiiiin.'«in  loved  tn  tean«  Oin-lck  with  Uim  apporcDt  ptc> 
Ita^x  mi  Cofigrcve  ovct  StuilL»p<«R.'.     Sec  uuie,  vvL  i.  ji.  J)lli — En.] 
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Garrick.  "Sheridan  has  too  much  \-aiiity  to  be  a 
good  mail.'* — We  shall  now  see  Johnson's  mode  of 
il^endht^ am&n ;  taking  him  into  his  own  hands 
aiid  discriminating.  Johnson.  "No,  sir.  There 
is,  to  be  8ure,  in  Sheri<lau,  something  to  reprehend 
Olid  every  thing  to  laugh  at ;  but,  sir,  he  is  not  a  bad 
man.  No,  sir;  were  mankind  to  be  divided  into 
good  and  bad,  he  would  stand  considerably  witliin 
the  ranks  of  good.  And,  sir,  it  must  he  allowed  that 
Sheridan  excels  in  plain  declamation,  though  he  eaa 
exhibit  no  character.**  •( 

I  should,  |>erhai>:«,  have  suppressed'  this  distjui- 
sition  conceruing  a  person  of  whose  merit  and  worth 
I  think  with  respect,  had  he  not  attacked  Johnson  so 
outrageously  in  his  Life  of  Swift,  and,  at  the  samefl 
time,  treatetl  us  Ins  admirers  as  a  set  of  pigmies.  He 
who  has  provoked  the  lash  of  wit,  cannot  compbin 
that  he  smarts  from  it. 

Mrs.  Montague,  a  lady  distinguished  for  having 
written  an  Essay  on  Shakspeare,  being  mentioned — 
Reynolds.  "I  think  that  essay  docs  her  honour." 
Johnson.  **Ves,  sir;  it  does  h'r  honour,  but  it 
would  do  nobody  else  honour.  I  have,  indeed,  notfl 
read  it  all.  But  when  I  take  up  the  end  of  a  web, 
and  Hud  it  packthread,  I  do  not  expect,  by  lookingj 
further,  to  Gnd  euibroidery-  Sir,  I  will  venture  U 
say,  there  is  not  one  sentence  of  true  criticism  in  \u 
book."  Oakrick.  "But,  sir,  surely  it  shows  how 
nuich  Voltaire  has  mistaken  Shakspeare,  which  no- 
body else  has  done."     Johnson.  "  Sir,  nobody  else 


•  [ThbUs  ningular  ftvawBl,  which,  bad  it  proOMdi-d  ftnm  H*w)iin<i  or 
Pioszi,  Uoawell  would  have  very  jiiMly  ccnaurcd.  Itiit  itw  pliimM  wliich 
wmild  lii»v*  ihiM  Muppresatd.  iwl  of  regiird  to  Sbcridiui,  happen*  Co  be  the  I 
ravourable  to  his  chancier,  and  crcD  to  his  talcntn,  of  the  iiMnjr  obMrraliniui  of 
Johnawi'a  wbUh  he  baa  rcoonlnl.  'Sii;  rot.  i.  3WI.  relative  to  what  UwwvH  m 
un^uitJjr  calU  Sheridan's  "ouiragcotu  attack"  on  JobttMti  aad  his  adQiiicn. 
— Eb.I 
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thoui^bt  it  worth  while.  And  what  merit  is  there 
hut  ?  You  may  as  well  praise  a  scboolmastcr  for 
whjppifig  a  boy  who  has  cou&trucd  ill.  No.  sir,  there 
u  no  real  criticiRiQ  in  it ;  none  showing  the  beauty 
of  thought,  as  funned  on  the  workings  of  the  human 
hart." 

The  adrairers  of  this  essay '  may  he  offended  at 
tke  di|^hliiig  manner  in  which  Johnson  spoke  of  it : 
bnt  let  it  be  remembered,  tliat  he  gave  his  honest 
ifnnioD  tmbiassed  by  any  prejudice,  or  any  proud 
jedoasy  of  a  woman  iutrmliug  herself  into  the  chair 
of  cnticifini ;  for  Sir  Joshua  Re}mol(ls  has  told  me, 
thai  when  the  essay  first  came  out,  and  it  was  not 
knonii  who  had  written  it,  Johnson  wondered  how 
Sir  Josiiun  coidd  like  it.  At  this  time  Sir  Joshua 
himself  had  received  no  infonnation  concerning  the 
aiittiour,  except  being  asKured  hy  one  of  our  most 
eminent  literati,  that  it  was  clear  its  authour  did  not 
know  the  Greek  tragedies  in  tlie  original.  One  day 
at  Sir  Joshua's  table,  when  it  was  related  that  Mrs. 
Montage,  in  an  excess  of  compliment  to  the  authour* 
of  a  modern  tragedy,  had  exclaimed,  "  I  tremble  for 
Sbakspeare,"  Johnson  said,  *'  When  Shaks]>eare  has 

got- for  his  rival,  and  Mrs.  Montague  for  his 

defender,  he  is  in  a  poor  state  indeed."     [Yet  on  piocd, 
Mother    occasion,    when    Mrs.    Montague    showed  P'  '"*■ 
bin  aome  China  plates  whicli  had  once  belonged  to 
Qoeen    Elizabeth,  he  told  her.  "  that  they  had  no 

*  Of  vbon  I  Bcknowlnt^  m^lT  to  be  one,  rannideTin^  Ji  ■»  a  piece  of  the 
mmitittj  or  cotsiwiiiTe  ipedt*  of  criiiciim ;  and  not  or  that  nrafouail  iipedca 
■MA  MSne  \}t.  JoAuunn  vouM  kIIow  in  he  "  re«]  ciiticUm.'      It  t%,  hcaiilci', 

3'  '  and  tlegviilj  nivTCfMil,  and  hu  doitc  cfll-ctuitlly  wliai  it  profcvtLiI  to  dtt, 
,  viadiciwd  Shdupeare  from  tiie  misTqircMTtTatlonii  of  Voltaire ;  fttid 
liii|;  baw  ninny  jouii^  pmpic  wcrr  mi»lnl  by  hiis  witty,  tliorrgli  tklK  ob* 
iBHltM*,  Mr<f  M<<«ikgac'«  cwy  wr^  of  »«Tvire  to  Sli«k»pcarc  wiih  a  certain 
ali»  tt  naden,  anti  i%  ihenfon-,  ciititli'd  \a  praiK'.  Jcihn»on.  I  am  ufeurtd, 
Apind  ibe  inrHt  ahtch  I  hnrr  atat(.-d,  Mying  (wkOi  rdvrcDcc  to  Vuluire),  "it 
Jaaadnaiiv  ad  hominftiu" — I)oswki,l. 

*  \  |*Rifa«lilj  Mr.  Jcphartfl,  tli«  luilhiH  i)f  "  Rraj^nu.,"  wltlch  anncarcd,  with 
ym  Mid  aanwwlHt  nuif;gtnt(.ii  uppUuM,  in  1 77^,  lo  which  dale  tniB  lallet  coti- 

amM  UKnToR  be  referral — Ed.  1 
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reason  to  be  ashamed  of  their  ]>resent  ])osses9or,  who 
was  30  little  inferior  to  the  first '."] 

Johnson  proceeded : — "  The  Scotchman"  has  taken 
the  right  method  in  his  'Elements  of  Criticism.'     Ijfl 
do  not  mean  that  he  has  taught  us  any  thing ;  but 
he  has  told  us  old  things  in  a  new  way.*'    Murphy. 
**  He  seems  to  have  read  a  great  deal  of  FixmicIi  cri- 
ticism, and  wants  to  make  it  his  own  ;  as  if  he  h; 
been  for  years  anatomising  the  heart  of  man, 
peeping  into  every  cranny  of  it."     Goldsmith. 
18  easier  to  write  that  book,  than  to  read  it."     JoHI 
SON.    "  We  have  an  example  of  true  criticism  ii 
Burke's  *  Essay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  ;*  and 
if  1  recollect,  there  is  also  Du  Bos ;  and  Bouhoursi 
who  shows  all  beauty  to  depend  on  tnith.     There  is 
no  great  merit  in  telling  how  many  plays  have  ghost 
in  them,  and  how  this  ghost  is  betti^r  than  that.    Youj 
must  show  how  lerrour  is  iiiij>ressed  on  the  human 
heart.     In  the  description  of  night  in  Macbeth,  the) 
beetle  and  the  bat  detract  from  the  general  idea  oi 
darkness, — inspissated  gloom." 

Politirks  being  mentioned,  he  said,  "  This  petition* 
ing  ^  is  a  new  mode  of  distressing  govenmient,  and  a 
mighty  easy  one.  I  wilt  undertake  to  get  petitionsfl 
either  against  quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  %rith 
the  help  of  a  little  hot  wine.  There  n»ust  be  no 
yielding  to  encourage  this.  The  object  is  not  int*] 
portant  enough.  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half  a  dozen 
palaces,  because  one  cottage  is  burning." 

'  [II  has  been  siippoicd,  (tut  the  cfiolncu  bairtin  Mn.  Mcuilngu  nnd  Dn 
JohnHm  aniK  out  irfhU  irtaumntnf  IjuM  l.jttdlon  in  l/ic  lAi-ft  I'jtfu  f'octt; 
but  «c  act!  ihni  lie  began  to  >p«ak  (1iiifcK]>i.ctfuny  of  her  lonn  boron  tK«(  pub- 
Ikatioo  ;  anii,  indeed,  there  U  haidly  *ny  puiiit  of  Dr.  Jt>liiiH>ti's  cunduct  lot 
mpcctebW,  Uuut  the  conunipdiniu  way  In  wbicli  he  jipjNnn  to  haw  >onH.'tItutl 
■ixweo  of  K  lady,  (o  whon)  hu  continuttl  to  aildrcu  ituch  cxirara^uit  oiiDpU- 
mcriM  u  that  quutcd  in  ihc  text,  and  to  «'rilc  nudi  Ruiu-niig  Idtcts  is  on  AtSl 

read  in  ihc  course  of  thin  unrk Kt).  ] 

"  TLord  Kuno.     ^ttantc,  vol.  i-  p.  [Ill  and  403.— Kd.] 
1 1  .\  gnmt  number  ffTpulUiiiHa,  ciitKlcmnnUiry  ufthv  ptucocdiligsanuilAf  Mr. 
Wilkes  and  tnHantnl  »uh  all  the  vipltiKC  of  pany,  WOT  al  tbJi  pcriw  prcKQIcd 
tu  the  king— l^D.] 
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Tlie  conver«alion  tlien  took  another  turn.  John- 
ion.  "  It  is  amazing  what  ij^norance  of  certain  jwints 
one  tometiraes  iinds  in  men  of  eminence.  A  wit  about 
town,  tvho  wrote  loose  Latin  verses,  asked  me  how 
it  happened  that  England  and  Scotland,  which  were 
floee  two  kin^oms,  were  now  one :  and  Sir  Fletcher 
IVorton  did  not  seem  tu  know  that  there  were  such 
psblications  as  the  Reviews." 

*•  The  ballad  of  Uardyknute  has  no  great  merit,  if 
it  be  ivally  ancient'.  People  talk  of  nature,  hut 
new  obvious  nature  may  be  exhibited  with  very  little 
ponvr  of  mind." 

On  Thursday,  October  19,  I  passed  the  evening 
whh  hira  at  his  house.  He  advised  nie  to  complete 
a  Dictionary  of  words  peculiar  to  Scotland,  of  which 
I  showed  him  a  specimen.  "Sir,"  said  he,  "Ray 
has  made  a  collection  of  north-country  words.  By 
nOerting  those  of  your  countr)%  you  will  do  a  useful 
Ihmg  towards  the  history  of  the  language."  He  bade 
me  also  go  on  with  collections  which  I  was  making 
npon  the  antiquities  of  Scotland.  "  Make  a  large 
book;  a  folio."     Boswell.  "  But  of  what  use  will  it 

»bev  Kir?"  Johnson.  "  Never  mind  the  use :  do  it." 
'  1  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned  Garrick 
h  bis  Preface  to  Shaks{>eare;  and  asked  him  if  he 
fid  not  admire  him.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  as  '  a  poor 
pbver^,  who  frets  and  struts  his  hour  upon  the  stage;* 
IS  a  shadow."  Boswell.  "  But  has  he  not  brought 
Bhakspeare  into  notice  ?"  Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  allow 
ikst,  would  be  to  lampoon  the  age.  Many  of  Shak- 
qieaie's  plays  are  the  wurse  for  being  acted :  Macbeth, 
Ibif  instance."  Boswell.  "  What,  sir,  is  nothing 
gained  by  decoration  and  action?     Indeed,  I  do  wish 

»*  il  b  vMiucsuiMubly  A  modern  fiction.  It  rm  written  by  Sii  John  Bruce 
■frhilM.  wmI  6n\  )>uMiohcd  al  Edinburgh  In  folio,  1^VJ.  Sec  *<  Percy's 
■do  of  aadmt  fnglikb  I'uenr,"  vol.  ii.  pp.  IK!.  Ml.  Fourth  cdiuoo.— 
Uxutmm. 
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that  you  hail  mentioned  Garrick."  Johnson,  "  My 
dear  sir,  had  1  mentioned  him,  I  must  have  luentioued 
many  more;  Mrs.  Priu-hard,  Mi-s.  Cibber, — nay,  and 
Mr.Cibbertoo;  hetooalteredSliakspfare."  BosvelInM 
"You  have  read  his  apology',  sir?"  Johns<iN.  "Yes, 
it  is  very  euteitaining.  But  as  for  Cibber  himself, 
taking  from  his  eonversutiun  all  that  he  ought  not  to 
have  said,  he  was  a  poor  creature.  I  remember  wlienj 
he  brought  me  one  of  his  Odes  to  have  my  opinion 
it,  I  eouJd  uot  l>ear  surii  nonsi'n^e,  and  would  not  let' 
hiui  read  it  tu  the  end  ;  80  little  respect  hud  I  for  tlMt 
great  man!  (laughing.)  Yet  I  remember  Richardson 
wondering  that  I  could  treat  him  with  familiarity." 

1  mentioned  to  him  th&t  I  had  seen  the  execution, 
of  several  convicts  at  Tyburn  %  two  days  before,  nn< 
that  none  of  them  seemed  to  be  under  any  conceri 
JOHN'sON.  "  iMost  of  tliem,  sir,  have  never  thunght 
at  all."     BoswELL.  "  liut  is  uot  the  fear  of  death, 
natural  to  man  ?"     Johnson.  **  So  much  so,  sir,  thaj 
the  wliolc  of  life  i.s  but  keeping  away  the  thoughts 
it."     He  tlien,  in  a  low  and  earnest  tone,  talked  of^ 
his  meditating  upon  the  awful  hour  of  his  own  dis- 
solution, and  in  what  manner  he  should  conduct  him- 
self u|>on  that  occasion : — "  I   know  not  (said  he) 
whether  I  should  wish  to  have  a  fricud  by  me, 
have  it  ail  l>etween  God  and  myself." 

Talking  of  our  feeling  for  the  distresses  of  uthersel 
Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  there  is  much  noise  made 
about  it,  hut  it  is  greatly  exaggerated.  Nii,  sir,  we 
have  a  certain  degree  of  feeling  to  prompt  ustudu, 
good ;  more  than  that.  Providence  does  uot  intern 
It  would  l>e  misery  to  no  purjiose."  lioswKi.i 
'*  But  suppose  now,  sir,  that  one  of  your  intimate" 


'  [Ttic  ^Itmoin  of  liiniKit*  ar>(i  of  Uic  vagc,  vhlcli  C'lhbcr  publinWd  und^r 
the  inodot  title  of  «D  Apolo^  (at  hU  I  JTc.    S«.:  bhU,  xa\.  i.  p.  -llll Eu  ] 

«  (Sbt  tiriha|>)>7  incn  were  cscmtLtl  ai  Ty1>imi  i>ii  Wtiliriiiila?  \\w  IIUli  yrntr 
day  More).     It  wu  one  of  tJn:  in\-j;Mlariii«   of  Mr.    Un^wcU'*  niiDtl  lo  bc^ 
pamonucly  lond  oftcving  ihw  mtjUiKltuly  iqm'tKla.— Lin.] 
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friends  were  apprehended  for  an  offence  for  M-hich  he 
miglit  he  hanged. "  JonxsoN.  **  i  should  do  what 
I  could  to  liail  hint,  and  give  him  any  other  assist- 
ance ;  but  if  he  were  once  fairly  hanged,  I  should  not 
flifier."  BoswiiM,.  "Would  you  eat  your  ilinner 
that  Hay,  sir?"  Johnson.  "Yes,  sir,  and  eat  it  as 
if  be  were  eating  with  ine.  Why,  there's  Baretti, 
trbo  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life  to-morrow;  frienil«  have 
riicn  up  for  him  on  every  side  ;  yet  if  he  should  be 
bnged,  none  of  them  will  eat  a  slice  of  plum-pud- 
Mag  the  less.  Sir,  that  sympathctick  feeling  goes  a 
•wy  little  way  In  dejiressing  the  mind." 

1  told  him  that  I  had  dined  lately  at  Foote's,  who 
Aimed  me  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Tom 
Davies,  (elliug  him  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  t^leep 
from  the  concern  be  felt  on  account  of  "  T/ih  sad 
i^kir  of  Baretti"  I>egging  of  him  to  try  if  he  could 
Wj^feat  any  thing  that  might  ha  of  service ;  and,  at 
tlie  same  time,  recon unending  to  him  an  industrious 
yDong  man  who  kept  n  pickle-shop.  Johnson. 
j"  Ay,  sir,  here  you  have  a  specimen  of  human  sym- 
pathy— a  friend  hanged,  and  a  cucumber  pickled. 
We  know  not  whether  Baretti  or  the  picklenian  ha.s 
fappt  Davies  from  sleep :  nor  does  he  know  himself '. 
And  as  to  hi«  not  sleeping,  sir  :  Tom  Davies  is  a  very 
great  man ;  Tom  has  been  upon  the  stage,  and  knows 
haw  to  do  those  things:  1  have  not  been  upon  the 
Aaf>e,  and  cannot  do  those  things.''  Buswei.l. 
"  1  have  often  blamed  myself,  sir,  for  not  feeling  for 
otbervs  as  sensibly  as  many  say  they  do."  Johnson. 
*Sir,  dou't  be  duped  by  them  any  more.  Vou  will 
find  these  very  feeling  people  are  not  very  ready  to  do 
good.     They  pay  you  hyjeriin^.*' 

|]l  vouJiI  wvm  thitt  DaTin'n  aaxiet)'  wu  more  sii^ccrc  than  .Tohavtn  would 
Mi^M-  He  ■^f*.  in  *^  UUi-r  to  Orangor,  "■  I  littvi;  Ixim  m>  Uivli  up  w'llh  a 
•Wf  wihiiliji  acadoii  thu  twrdl  an  iotimuc  t'rk-nci  v(  mine,  ihai  (at  \\m  InM 
htmi^ki  I  BMW  beta  ible  to  »iund  w  no  bii»inc»t,  though  t\n  k>  uij^coi." — 
Hw^pt"*  UUrrm,  p.  Sa — Ed.) 


1769.— «TAT.  60. 

Finn*  [TliOMgh  Dt.  Johnsoti  possessed  the  strongeBt  oom- 
67-  iia  passion  for  poverty  or  illness  he  did  not  even  pre- 
'^  tend  to  feel  for  those  who  lamented  the  loss  of  a 
child,  a  parent,  or  a  friend.  "  These  are  the  dis- 
tresses of  sentiment,"  he  would  reply,  "  which  a 
man  who  is  really  to  be  pitied  has  no  leisure  to  feel. 
The  sight  of  people  who  want  food  and  raiment  is  so 
common  in  great  cities,  that  a  surly  fellow  like  me 
has  no  compassion  to  spare  for  wounds  given  only  to 
vanity  or  softness."  Canter  indeed  was  he  none: 
he  would  forget  to  a«k  people  after  the  health  of 
their  nearest  relations,  and  say  in  excuse,  "That  he 
knew  they  did  not  care  :  why  should  they  ?"  said  he, 
"every  one  in  this  world  has  aj*  mnch  as  they 
can  do  in  caring  for  themselves,  and  few  have  leisure 
really  to  think  of  their  neighbours*  distresses,  however 
they  may  delight  their  tongues  with  /wZ/vn^of  them." 
Lady  Tavistock ',  who  grieved  herself  to  death  for 
the  loss  of  her  husband,  was  talked  of.  "  She  was  rich 
and  wanted  employment,'*  said  Johnson,  "  so  she 
cried  till  she  lost  all  power  of  restraining  her  tears: 
other  women  are  forced  to  outlive  their  husbands, 
who  were  just  as  much  beloved,  depend  on  it ;  but 
they  have  no  time  for  grief:  and  I  doubt  not,  if  we 
had  put  my  Lady  Tavistock  into  a  small  chandler's 
shop,  and  given  her  a  nxirse-child  to  tend,  her  life 
would  have  been  saved.  The  poor  and  the  busy  have 
no  leisure  for  sentimental  sorrow."  Mrs.  Thrale 
mentioned  an  event,  which,  if  it  had  happened,  would 
greatly  have  injureil  her  husband  and  his  family — 
"  and  then,  dear  sir,"  said  she,  "  how  sorry  you 
would  have  been !**     •*  I  hope"  replied  he,  after  a 


'  [L«ly  Elialictli  Kcpprl,  fifth  daughicr  of  (he  accond  Earl  of  Albcmwlf, 
minicd,  ui  1764,  to  Frnnds,  ilAm  aon  of  the  fouHli  Dnkr  oi  RrOfonl.  He 
WM  killed  liy  n  fidl  from  liia  hinw,  Utareh,  I7B7.  Hin  tiK^v  diil  ni>t  die  Ull 
October,  I7W.  Th«y  were  ihc  pamns  of  iJk  Ulo  and  pnsait  l>»ikes  of  Bcd- 
fofd.— Ed.) 


pause,  "  I  should  have  been  vety  sorry ; — but  ^''""U 
UBember  Rochefoucault'a  maxim/*  An  acquaint-  uii. 
SDCe*  loet  tbe  almost  certain  hope  of  a  good  estate 
Uttt  had  been  long  expected.  '*Such  a  one  will 
grieve,"  BJiid  Mrs.  Thraie,  "  at  her  friend's  disap- 
pointineuC  "  Slie  will  sufTer  as  much  perhaps,"  said 
he,  **&a  yoiu:  horse  did  when  your  cow  miscarried.'* 

\\'he«  Mrs.  Thraie  professed  herself  sincerely 
grieved  that  accumulated  distresses  had  crushed  Sir 
Geocge  Colebrook's^  family, — "  Your  own  prosperity," 
md  he,  "  may  possibly  have  so  far  increased  the  na- 
tml  tenderness  of  yuur  heart,  that  for  aught  1  know 
^oa  may  be  a  liiiie  sorry ;  but  it  is  sufficient  for  a 
plain  man  if  he  does  not  laugh  when  he  sees  a  fine 
neir  bouse  tumble  down  all  on  a  sudden,  and  a  snug 
cottage  stand  by  ready  to  receive  the  owner,  whose 
birth  entitled  him  to  nothing  better,  and  whose  limbs  - 
aie  left  him  to  go  to  work  again  with." 

Nothing  indeed  more  surely  disgusted  Dr.  Jolmson 
tk«n  h\'perbole :  he  loved  not  to  be  told  of  sallies  of 
exceUence,  which  he  said  were  seldom  valuable,  and 
MMnm  true.  "Heroic  virtues,"  said  he,  "are  the 
horn  mtots  of  life  ;  they  do  not  appear  often,  and  when 
they  do  appear  are  too  much  prized,  I  think  ;  like  the 
aloe-tree,  which  shoots  and  flowers  once  in  a  hundred 
yeare.  But  life  is  made  uji  uf  little  tilings ;  and  that 
character  is  the  best  which  does  little  but  repeated 
acts  of  beneficence  :  as  that  conversation  is  the  best 
which  consists  in  elegant  and  pleasing  thoughts  ex- 
pKMed  ill  natural  and  pleasing  terms.  With  regard 
to  mv  own  notions  of  moral  virtue,"  continued  he. 


•  [PMfa^bly  lin-  Thnlo  hmclf.— £d.] 

•IT     ■     "  ^  


llae  haimtng'houitc  vi  Sir  (ieurge  Colebiook,  LeailnghaTn  nnd  Binns, 
^|mJ  p«yni«ni  in   Mmrch,   1773.     It  will  be  wm  linrancr,  (2Sili  Octuber, 
XJ}h\,  tliM  >tr  George  rctinr^l  for  a  tiiiK  to  Fimncc,  where  h«  livtd  in  a  WyW  not 
' —     "]  t»  mud)  pity — Eu.| 
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wgiU    •*  I  hope  I  have  not  lost  my  sensibility  of  wrong; 

MTm  but  I  hope  likewise  that  I  have  lived  long  enough  in 
the  world,  to  prevent  me  fn>ni  expecting  to  find  any 
action  of  whicli  both  the  original  motive  and  all  the 
parts  were  good."  i^ 

Dr.  Johnson  had  been  a  great  reader  of  Mande- 
ville,  and  was  ever  on  the  watch  to  spy  out  those 
stains  of  original  corruption,  so  easily  discovered  by 
a  penetrating  observer  even  in  the  ])urest  minds. 
The  natural  depravity  of  mankind  and  the  remains 
of  original  sin  were  so  fixed  in  bis  opinion,  that 
he  was  a  most  acute  observer  of  tlieir  effects ;  anilH 
used  to  say  sometimes,  half  in  jest,  half  in  earnest, 
that  liis  observations  were  the  remains  of  his  oldv 
tutor  Mandeville's  instructions.  No  man,  there^l 
fore,  who  snuuted  from  the  ingratitude  of  his 
friends,  found  any  sympathy  from  our  philosopher : 
"  Let  him  do  good  on  higher  motives  next  time," 
would  l»e  the  answer;  "he  will  then  lie  sure  of  his 
reward."  As  a  book,  however,  he  took  care  always 
loudly  to  condemn  the  Fable  of  the  Bees,  hut  not 
without  adding,  '*  that  it  was  the  work  of  a  think-j 
ing  man."] 

BoswELl..  "  Foote  has  a  great  deal  of  humour.' 
JoHKsON.  "Yes,  sir."    Uoswell.  "  He  has  a  sin-" 
gular  talent  of  exhibiting  cliaracter."     JoHXst>N. 
'*  Sir,  it  is  not  a  talent ;  it  is  a  vice ;  it  is  what  othei 
abstain  from.     It  is  not  comedy,  which  exhibits  thi 
character  of  a  species,  aw  that  of  a  miser  gathered 
from  many  misers;  it  is  farce  which  exhibits  indi- 
viduals."    BoswELL.  "  Did  not  he  think  of  exlu- 
biting  you,  sh*?"     Johnson.  "Sir,  fear  restraim 
him ;  he  knew  1  would  have  broken  his  bones, 
would  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  cutting  oft' a  leg;' 
I  would  not  have  left  him  a  leg  to  cut  off."     Bcs- 
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ITELT..  "Pray, sir,  is  not  Foote  an  infiilel?**  Joiiv- 
SON.  "  I  do  not  knoWf  sir,  that  the  fellow  is  au  infidel; 
bat  if  he  be  an  infidel^  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog  is  on 
infidel ;  that  is  to  say,  he  has  never  thought  upon 
the  subject'."  Boswei.i..  **  I  gup[K>se,  sir,  he  has 
thought  super fici ally*  and  seized  the  firi^t  notions 
which  occurred  to  his  mind."  Jouxsox.  "Why 
then,  Kir,  Ktill  he  is  like  a  dog,  that  snatches  tlie  piece 
aext  biin.  Did  you  never  observe  that  dogs  have 
oot  the  pouer  of  comparing?  A  dog  will  take  a 
anall  bit  o£  meat  as  readily  as  a  large,  when  both  are 
before  him." 

**  Buchanan,"  he  observed,  "  has  fewer  centos  than 
lay  modern  Latin  jH>et.  He  has  not  only  had  great 
faiowle<)gc  of  the  Latin  language,  but  was  a  great 
puvtical  genius'.     Doth  the  Scaligers  praise  him." 

He  ag:un  talked  uf  the  passage  in  (Jongrcvc  with 
kigfa  commendation,  and  s;ud.  **  Shaksjieare  never  has 
six  lines  togetiier  without  a  fault  \  Perhaps  you  may 
find  seven  :  but  this  does  not  refute  my  general  as- 
sertion. If  1  come  to  an  orchard,  and  say  there  's  no 
fruit  here,  and  then  conies  a  poring  man  who  imdn 
two  apples  and  three  |}ears,  and  tells  me,  *Sir,  you 
Be  mistaken,  I  have  found  hoth  apples  and  j>ears/ 
1  tfamild  laugh  at  him :  what  would  that  be  to  the 
pwpoee?'' 


■  WiMn  Mr.  Fooic  «u  »t  CdinhurRb,  he  thought  6t  to  cni.-rudn  •  numeroui 
^■A  flompmy  with  K  icivkt  ilnJ  nf  nurw  jociiinnly,  "l  >'><  CXprtiM  of  T>r. 
IteMK,  fan^Lininit  ti  would  Ik  acccptnblL^  I  f-:!!  thit  hn  mil  civil  ti)  m^.-;  hut 
i*<«y  paiiMttjr  lUl  be  had  exbuiiUeil  his  mcrriiTieni  on  t.'ini  Mibjcct ;  And  thru 
^vTcA.  thM  cuivlf  Jnlmmn  must  be  allnwnl  tn  Imve  miiiic  Maying  wit,  And 
ftal  h^  hMffil  htm  mr  ■  vctt  fooi  ih'mg  of  3lr.  Voaic  hiiu»iir.  "Ah,  my 
M  ktsmi  dam,"  crud  Foote,  "  no  nun  uys  bciiir  thiD(;> s  do  IlI  ur  have  it. ' 
IfB  wlUch  1  told  iTteabm'i:  Moy,  which  pniduad  a  very  loiid  laugh  frotii  the 
^tf^f.  But  I  DTver  taw  Foote  to  dJacooccrtcd.  He  locked  mve  and  anictf, 
BJ  cawJ  iato  a  acfuwt  rcfbiaiion  of  the  justice  of  the  remuk.  "  U'liat,  lir," 
atl  ke,  **  ulk  thtat  of  a  mivn  ul'  hU-nl  cdnentinn  ;^^  man  uhn  for  yt  ju«  wu 
*  tte  L'aivtfvi'jr  of  Oxford : — a  niaa  who  baa  added  aixtcen  nrw  char»ct4ira  to 
k  Sac^aA  (traina  of  his  country  !'*_RoiivELI.. 


>l&a*»tf,  vol    i.n.  471,  Mid  p"tt.ntb3thb  Uorrb,  i78.l-.-Kr).] 
DiK  •*  laviiy  of  talk"  ihl 
gccaah,  |>.  Ha._Et>.J 


■tM*j»  *"      her  anh'. 


ihli  b  Aom  the  author  )f  ifa«  "  Preface  to 
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BoswELL.  "What  do  you  think  of  Dr.  Young's 
Night  Thoughts,  sir?"  Johnson.  "Why,  sir, 
there  are  very  fine  things  in  thein."  Boswell. 
"Is  there  not  less  religion  in  the  nation  now,  sir, 
than  there  was  formerly?"  Johnson.  "I  don't 
know,  sir,  that  there  is."  Boswell,  "  For  instance, 
there  used  to  be  a  chaplain  in  every  great  family, 
which  we  do  not  find  now."  Johnson.  "  Neither 
do  you  find  any  of  the  state  servants  which  great 
families  used  formerly  to  have.  There  is  a  change 
of  modes  in  the  whole  department  of  Ufe." 

Next  day,  October  20,  he  appeared,  for  the  only 
time  I  suppose  in  his  life,  as  a  witness  in  a  court  of 
justice,  being  called  to  give  evidence  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Baretti,  wlxo,  having  stabbed  a  man  in  the 
street,  was  arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  murder*. 
Never  did  such  a  constellation  of  genius  enlighten 
the  awful  sessions-house,  empliatically  called  Justice* 
hall ;  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Beauclerk,  and 
Dr.  Johnson :  and  undoubtedly  their  favourable  tes- 
timony had  due  weight  with  the  court  and  jury. 
Johnson  gave  bis  evidence  in  a  slow,  deliberate,  and 
distinct  manner,  which  was  uncommonly  impressive. 
Ed.  [Whatever  the  manner  may  have  been,  the  j«A- 

stance  of  the  evidence,  as  will  aj)pear  by  the  following 
report  of  it,  was  not  very  important : 
Gent.  «  j)|.  j_ — I  believe  I  began  to  be  acquainted  with 

vol.66,  Mr.  Baretti  about  the  year  1753  or  5i.  I  have  been 
^'  '  intimate  with  him.  He  is  a  man  of  literature,  a 
very  studious  man,  a  man  of  great  diligence.  He 
gets  his  living  by  study.  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
he  was  ever  disordered  with  liquor  in  bis  life.  A  man 
that  I  never  knew  to  be  otherwise  than  peaceable, 
and  a  man  that  I  take  to  be  rather  timorous. 

>  [It  in  mill  onouj^h,  that  two  of  Johnson's  intimate  astiodatefi.  Savage  and 
Dan^tti,  should  have  been  both  tried  for  muidtr,  conitnitted  m  midnight  brolU. 
—Ed.] 
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**  Q. — Was  he  acWicted  to  pick  up  women  in  the  "«««■ 
streets  ?  "|*iA, 

"  Dr.  J, — 1  never  knew  that  he  was.  ^  ***•• 

"  Q. — How  is  lie  as  to  eyesight  ? 

••  Dr.  J. — He  does  not  see  me  now,  nor  do  I  see 
him.  I  do  not  Ijelieve  he  could  lie  capable  of  assaulting 
wy  body  in  the  street,  without  great  jirovocatiou.'*] 

It  >£  well  known  that  Mr.  J^aretti  wa.s  acquitted. 

On  the  26lh  of  Octoljer,  we  dined  together  at  the 
Mitre  tavern.  1  found  fault  with  Foote  for  indulging 
lus  tAlent  of  ridicule  at  the  expense  of  his  visitors, 
vhich  1  colIoc|uialIy  termed  making  fools  of  his  com- 
pttDV.  Johnson.  "^Vhy,  sir,  when  you  go  to  see 
Foule,  you  do  not  go  to  see  a  saint :  you  go  to 
we  a  niait  who  will  he  entertained  at  yonr  house, 
md  then  bring  you  on  a  public  stage ;  who  will 
entertain  you  at  bis  house,  for  the  very  purpose 
«f  tninging  you  on  u  pulilic  stage.  Sir,  he  does 
Bot  make  fools  of  his  company;  they  whom  he 
expose?^  are  fools  already :  he  only  brings  them  into 
action." 

Talking  of  tratle,  he  observed,  '*  It  is  a  mistaken 
sotiou  that  a  vast  deal  of  money  is  brought  into  a 
nation  by  trade.  It  is  not  so.  Commodities  come 
from  commodities;  but  trade  produces  no  capital  ac- 
BKion  of  WL-alth.  However,  though  there  should  be 
BtUe  profit  in  money,  there  in  a  cunKi durable  prnht 
ia  pleasure,  as  it  gives  to  one  nation  tlie  productions 
of  another:  as  we  have  wines  and  fniits,  and  many  other 
farei^  articles  brought  to  us.*'  Hoswei.i,.  "Yes, 
iki,  and  there  is  a  profit  in  pleasure,  by  its  furnishing 
oompationtosucb  numbers  of  mankind."  Johnson. 
•*\Vliy,  sir,  you  cunnot  call  that  pleasure  to  which 
iQ  arc  avetKe,  and  which  none  begin  but  with  the 
itope  of  leaving  off";  a  thing  which  men  dislike  before 
they  have  tried  it,  and  when  tliey  have   tried  it." 

a  2 
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BosWEM..    "  But,  nir,  the  niiml  must  be  employed, 
aud  we  grow  weary  Avhen  idle."    Johnson.  "  That 
isj  sir,  because  others  being  busy,  we  want  company ; 
but  if  we  were  all  idle,  there  would  be  no  growing 
weary;  we  sliould  all  eutertaiu  oue  another.     TheFdl 
is,  indeed,  this  in  trade : — it  gives  men  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  iraproviug  their  situation,     if  there  were 
no  trade,  many  who  are  jwor  would  always  remaia] 
poor.  But  no  man  loves  lalwur  for  itself."  Bosweli« 
"  Yes,  sir,  I  know  a  person  who  does.     He  is  a  vei 
laborious  judge,  aud  he  loves  the  labour."  JoriNsoM, 
"  Sir,  that  is  because  he  loves  resj>ect  and  distinctioni 
Could  he  have  them  without  labour,  he  would  like 
it  less."     BoswELL.  *Mle  tells  me  he  likes  it  for 
itself." — "  Why,  sir,  lie  fancies  so,  because  he  in  m 
accustomed  to  abstract." 

We  went  home  to  liis  house  to  tea.  Mrs.  Williami 
made   it  with   suflicieiit   dexterity,  nutwilhstandinj 
her  blindness,  though  her  manner  of  satisfying  her^ 
self  that  the  cups  were  tiill  enough  appeared  to  me 
little  awkward  ;  for  I  fancied  she  put  her  finger  doH 
a  certain  way,  till  she  felt  the  tea  touch  it'.     la  mi 
first  elation  at  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  altendii 
Dr.  Johnson  at  bis  late  visits  to  this  lady,  which  waft] 
like  being  i:  secretionhits  eoufiiiii/i^  I  willingly  drank 
tup  after  cup,  as  if  it  had  beeu  the  Heliconian  spring. 
But  as  the  cliarin  of  novelty  went  off,  I  grew  more 
fastidious ;  and  besides,  I  discovered  that  she  wa^H 
of  a  peevish  temper.  ™ 

There  was  a  pretty  large  circle  this  evening.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  in  very  good  humour,  lively,  and  ready 
to  talk  upon  all  subjects.     Mr.  Fergussou,  the  sel^H 

•  I  Imtc  since  had  mwum  tn  think  lh.it  I  wu  miotsLcn  ;  fbr  I  bitve  born  in. 
rnrmcdby  aliu]^,  who  wiwlung  inliiiialcwiih  hvr.tmd  likely  to  be  &  nion  sccunic 
obaerrn  of  mic^i  inaltcp',  tlint  klic  tiotl  BC^uiriil  Mich  n  niccnooi  nf  touch,  m  U 
know  by  the  fecllntf  od  tiK  nutsiilc  of  ihc  cup,  liow  ntor  it  «u  to  being  TulL. 

BotWILL. 
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taught  philosopher,  told  liim  of  a  new  invented  nia- 
chhie  whioli  went  without  horses :  a  man  who  sat  in 
it  lunied  a  handle,  which  worked  a  spring  that  drove 
it  forward.     "  Then,  sir,"  said  Johnson,  "  wliat  is 
gained  is,  the  man  has  his  choice  whether  lie  will 
more  himself  alone,  or  himself  nnd  the  machine  too.** 
Uoniinicetti '  heing  mentioDed,he  would  not  allow  him 
my  merit.     **  There  is  nothing  in  all  this  boasted 
n^teiii.      No,  sir;  inwlicatud  baths  can  be  no  better 
than  vami  water;  tlieir  only  effect  can  be  that  of 
trpid  moisture."     One  of  the  company  took  the  other 
ride,  maintaining  that  nifdicines  of  various  sorts,  and 
Mme  too  of  most  powerful  effect,  are  introduced  into 
the  human  frame  by  the  medium  of  the  pores;  and, 
tberefore,  when  warm  water  is  impregnated  with  salu- 
tiferous  substances,  it  may  produce  great  effects  as  a 
bath.      This  appeared  to  me  very  satisfactory.     John- 
no  did  not  ans^ver  it ;  but  talking  for  victory,  and 
dMerznined  to  he  master  of  the  field,  he  ha<l  recourse 
to  the  device  which  Goldsmith  imputed  to  him  in 
the  witty  words  of  one  of  Gibber's  comedies :  "  There 
b  no  arguing  witli  Johuson ;  for  when  his  j>istol  misses 
fire,  he  knocks  you  down  with   the  but-end  of  it." 
He  turned  to  the  gentleman ',  "  Well,  sir,  go  to  Domi- 
■ketti,  and  get  thyself  fumigated;  hut  be  sure  that 
tfae  steam  be  directed  to  thy  head,  for  thfit  is  the 
petcant  iMtrt."     This  produced  a  triumphant  roar  of 
Imghter  from  the  motley  assembly  of  philosophers, 
printers,  and  dependents,  male  and  female. 


■  {^DandMerld  wh  u  ItaliMi  quack,  who  m%Ac  m  nmMtlrralili:  noise  ftlxtut 
Am  orm,  by  the  tuc  of  tntdicMcd  bcthi.     He  M-cmt  u  tuvo  hccn  received  Inio 


bMao«|p)r  mmImt,  for  we  find  ihal  he  *r.il  hio  wife  were  much  nnlH'ctl  ul  the 
dinCMl  nuMquemlc  given  b^  ihc  Kin^  of  Drrmark.  mi  tlic  ( >p(Tii>lioii'3e,  on 
\9>h  Oct.  tJCEI.  Ann.  Rfp.  onA  Ctnl.  .V^'^  —  Ki>  | 

'IThto  *^'><Ti(l.iu*n'*  WM  prnbdil^j  ^Ir.  IWuvll  him*clf|   mho,  though  he 

~  i^h,  luu  uccu^ionitlljr  cuncraM  his  oirn  iMmr,  uhI  V^' 

ma»  no  am  cUc  nrcscni  likely  to  tY^cai  ttic  ■Icity.     'Ptlt 

l^)r  Uit  uittiii'.nn  frii-iuia  dI  Jolinsun  luJ  Ikuwell  uo  the  Am  pub> 
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I  know  not  how  so  whimeical  a  thought  came  into 
ray  mind,  but  I  asked,  "  If,  sir,  jrou  were  shut  up  in 
a  castle,  and  a  new-born  child  with  you,  what  would 
you  do  ?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  I  should  not  much 
like  my  company."  BoswEH..  "  But  would  you 
take  the  trouble  of  rearing  it  ?"  He  seemed,  &s  may 
well  be  supposed,  unwilling,  to  pursue  the  subject: 
but  upon  my  persevering  in  my  question,  replied, 
"  Why  yes,  sir,  I  would ;  but  I  must  have  all  con- 
veniences. If  I  had  no  garden,  I  would  make  a  shed 
on  the  roof,  and  take  it  there  for  fresh  air.  I  should ' 
feed  it,  and  w^h  it  much,  and  with  warm  water  to 
please  it,  not  with  cold  water  to  give  it  pain." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  sir,  does  not  heat  relax  ?"  John- 
son. **  Sir,  you  are  not  to  imagine  the  water  is  to  be 
very  hot.  I  would  not  coddle  the  child.  No,  sir, 
the  hardy  method  of  treating  children  does  no  good. 
rU  take  you  five  children  from  London,  who  shall 
cuff  five  Highland  children.  Sir,  a  man  bred  in 
London  will  carry  a  burthen,  or  run,  or  wrestle,  as 
well  as  a  man  brought  up  in  the  hardest  manner  in 
the  country.**  Bos  well.  "Good  living,  I  suppose, 
makes  the  Londoners  strong."  Johnson.  "  Why, 
sir,  I  don't  know  that  it  does.  Our  chairmen  from 
Ireland,  who  are  as  strong  men  as  any,  have  been 
brought  up  upon  potatoes.  Quantity  makes  up  for 
quality.*'  Boswell.  "  Would  you  teach  this  child 
that  I  have  furnished  you  with,  any  thing  ?"  John- 
son. "No,I  should  not  be  apt  to  teach  it."  Boswell. 
"  Would  not  you  have  a  pleasure  in  teaching  it?" 
Johnson.  "  No,  sir,  I  should  7tot  have  a  pleasure  in 
teaching  it."  Boswell.  "  Have  you  not  a  pleasure 
in  teaching  men !  There  I  have  you.  You  have 
the  same  pleasure  in  teaching  men,  that  I  should 
have  in  teaching  chiUIrcu."  Johnson.  "  Why, 
something  about  that." 


Boftmm'i^  .1!Oo]«atUiik,«tr,tt«fcwliait8caUe(l 
■l&BHanltfeiwiiwHb  nt?    It  iteiw  tanw  to 
!•  Hm  cffBdt  flTlulril^  «c  tffgtttitude  iiEir  kindaMiu 
Ms  chU  bM  M  Ar  A  ptnot  whon  it  hM  BOt  M^*; 
ImMMor*.  <*lJ^f,«ii^I  Unaktlwifeii  an  iiutiiictiv* 
alRMtifiB^  pnentstoTCwdi  their  chUdrea.** : 
liBiii(p>iaentioBcdas  tfkely  to  become  ftgfent 
hj  th0  xaftid  increaae  of  population  ^-rJoBH* 
f  Wliy»d]^  1  see  »o  proqfect  <rf  their  propi^ 
Tbej  caa  hsre  no  iDote  diUdifiu  thw 
get.    IlofeOT  .flfiH^ way  tomake  ^hem  breed 
thui  they.dob    HiaiioiiToiDieaaoaaiidpni^ 
tliat  psefls  manf,  bat.  liiK>m  inrfHnatioB.    A 
is  poor^  h»  thinks  *  Icaoaot  be  wone^  andirt 
la  c*eB  take  Pe^y.! '*    BofWjKU.,  "But Jtave jMt 
been  mote  popyldna  at  one  period  than  aa^ 
?"    JOHKSOM.  **  Ye8»  nr;  bat  that  has-  beei| 
ta^w  pe^de  bein;  lea  thtamed  at  one  period 
acBOtfacr,  vitetber:  by'emigrati«nf».war»  or  pestii 
BQtbyth^beiiigiiiore<sie8a^rDlifick.-.Bi]rfcha  * 
■t  all  times  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  same 
Bumber  of  people."     Boswell.  "  But,  to  consider 
the  state  of  our  own  country :  does  not  throwing  a 
■mnber  of  farms  into  our  hand  hurt  population  ?** 
Johnson.  "  Why  no,  sir ;  the  same  quantity  of  food 
besn^  produced,  will  be  conswned  bythe  same  number 
of  mouths,  though  the  people  may  be  disposed  of  in 
different  ways.    We  see,  if  corn  be  dear,  and  butchers* 
meat  cheap,  the  farmers  all  apply  themselves  to  the 
nisiiig  of  com,  till  it  becomes  plentiful  and  cheap, 
md  then  butchers'  meat  becomes  dear ;  so  that  an 
equality  is  always  preserved.     No,  sir,  let  fanciful 
men  do  as  they  will,  depend  upon  it,  it  is  difficult  to 
disturb  the  system  of  life."     Boswell.  "  But,  sir,  is 
it  not  a  very  bad  thing  for  landlords  to  oppress  their 
tenants,  by  raising  their  rents  ?"    Johnson.  "  Very 
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bad.  But,  sir,  it  never  can  have  any  general  in- 
fluence :  it  may  distress  some  individuals.  Fen*, 
consider  this :  landlords  cannot  do  without  tenants. 
Now  tenants  will  not  give  more  for  land,  than  land 
is  worth.  If  they  can  make  more  of  their  money  by 
keeping  a  shop,  or  any  other  way,  they  '11  do  it,  and 
so  oblige  landlords  to  let  land  come  back  to  a  reason* 
able  rent,  in  order  that  they  may  get  tenants.  Land, 
in  England,  is  an  article  of  ounmerce.  A  tenant 
who  pays  his  landlord  his  rent,  thinks  himself  no 
more  obliged  to  him  than  you  think  yourself  obliged 
to  a  man  in  whose  shop  you  buy  a  piece  of  goods. 
He  knows  the  landlord  does  not  let  him  have  hia 
land  for  less  than  he  can  get  from  others,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  shopkeeper  sells  his  goods.  No  shop* 
keeper  sells  a  yard  of  riband  for  sixpence  when  seveo- 
pence  is  the  current  price."  Boswell.  "  But,  sir, 
is  it  not  better  that  tenants  should  be  dependent  on 
landlords?"  Johnson.  "Why,  sir,  as  there  are 
'  many  more  tenants  than  landlords,  perhaps,  strictly 
speaking,  we  should  wish  not.  But  if  you  please 
you  may  let  your  lands  cheap,  and  so  get  the  value,' 
part  in  money  and  part  in  homage.  I  should  agree 
with  you  in  that."  Boswei.i..  "So,  sir,  you  laugb 
at  schemes  of  political  improvements."  Johnson. 
"Why,  sir,  most  schemes  of  political  improvement  are 
very  laughable  things." 

He  observed,  "  Providence  has  wisely  ordered  that 
the  more  numerous  men  are,  the  more  difficult  it  is 
for  them  to  agree  in  any  thing,  and  so  they  are  go-' 
verned.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  the  poor  should 
reason,  *  We  '11  be  the  poor  no  longer,  we  *11  make  the 
rich  take  their  turn,'  they  could  easily  do  it,  were  it 
not  that  they  can't  agree.  So  the  common  soldiers, 
though  so  much  more  numerous  than  their  oflficers, 
are  governed  by  them  for  the  same  reason." 


I 


I 


He  said,  "Mankind  liave  a  strong  attachment  to 
tiie  habitations  to  whicli  thoy  have  Iwcn  accustomed. 
Vou  see  the  intialiitaiit-s  of  Norway  do  not  witb  one 
esasent  quit  it,  and  go  to  some  part  of  America, 
vlicn!  there  is  a  mild  climate,  and  where  they  may 
hure  the  same  produce  from  land,  with  tlie  tentli 
put  of  the  labour.  No,  sir;  their  affection  for  their 
«U  dwellings,  and  the  terrour  of  a  general  change, 
keep  ihein  at  home.  Thus,  we  see  many  of  the 
it  It  spots  in  the  world  thinly  inhabited,  and  many 
tagged  spots  well  inhabited." 

**Tbe  London  Chronicle,"  which  was  the  only 
aevnpaper  he  constantly  took  in,  l)eing  brought,  the 
dIBce  of  reading  it  aloud  was  assigned  to  me.  I  was 
^fivertt^  tfy  his  impatience.  He  made  me  pass  over 
m  many  parts  uf  it,  that  my  task  was  very  easy.  He 
would  not  suffer  one  of  the  i>etitions  to  the  king 
about  the  Middlesex  election  to  be  read. 

1   had   hired  a  liohemian  as  my  servant  while  1 

RmaiDcd  in  I^ndon,  and  being  much  pleased  with 

bim,  r  asked  Dr.  Johnson  whether  his  being  a  Roman 

Catholick  should  prevent  my  taking  him  with  me  to 

Scotland.     John'son.  '*  Why  no,  sir.     If/zchasno 

objection,  you  can  have  none."     Boswei.i..   "So, 

rir,  vou  are  no  great  enemy  to  the  Roman  Catholick 

religion."     Johnson.    "No  more,  sir,  than  to  the" 

Presbyterian    religion."      BoswELL.      "  Vou    arei 

joluDg.'*     Jdhmson.    "No,  8ir.  I   really  think  so. 

Nay,  sir,  of  the  two,  I  prefer  the  iwpish'."     Bos- 

WEI-L-    "How  so,  sir?"     Johnson.    "Why,  sir, 

the    Presbyterians    have    no    church,  no  apostolical 

ordlnaLion."      Bosweij,,    "And  do  you  think  that 

absolutely  essential,  sir?'    Johnson.  "Why,  sir, 

as  it  was  an   apostolical  institution,   I  think   it  is 

erous  to  l>e  without  it.     And,  sir,' the 
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terians  have  no  publick  worship :  they  have  no  form  of 
prayer  in  which  they  know  they  are  to  join.  They 
go  to  hear  a  man  pray,  and  are  to  judge  whether  they 
willjoin  with  him."  Boswell.  **  But,  sir,  their  doc- 
trine is  the  same  with  that  of  the  church  of  England. 
Their  confession  of  faith,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles^ 
contain  the  same  points,  even  the  doctrine  of  predes- 
tination.** Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  sir ;  predestina- 
tion was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  the  times,  so  it  is 
mentioned  in  our  articles,  but  with  as  little  positive- 
ness  as  could  be."  Boswell.  "Is  it  necessary,  sir, 
to  believe  all  the  thirty-nine  articles?"  Johnson. 
"  Why,  sir,  that  is  a  question  which  has  been  much 
agitated.  Some  have  thought  it  necessary  that  they 
should  all  be  believed ;  others  have  considered  them 
to  be  only  articles  of  peace  ^  that  is  to  say,  you  are 
not  to  preach  against  them."  Boswell.  "It  appears 
to  me,  sir,  that  predestination,  or  what  is  equivalent 
to  it,  cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  hold  an  universal  pre- 
science in  the  Deity."  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  does 
not  God  every  day  see  things  going  on  without  pre- 
venting thera?"  Boswell.  "  True,  sir,  but  if  a 
thing  be  certainly  foreseen,  it  must  be  fixed,  and 
cannot  happen  otherwise ;  and  if  we  apply  this  con- 
sideration to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free-will, 
nor  do  I  see  how  prayer  can  be  of  any  avail."  He 
mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  IMshop  Bramhall  on 
Liberty  and  Necessity,  and  bid  me  read  Soutb*s 
Sermons  on  Prayer ;  but  avoided  the  question  which 

'  Dr.  Simon  Patrick  (aflerwartls  Bi-liop  of  Ely),  thus  expresses  himself  on 
this  subject,  iu  a  letter  (o  the  learned  Dr.  John  Mapletoft,  dated  Feb.  8,  1682 
- — 3 ;  ''  I  always  took  the  articles  to  be  only  anickn  of  communion  ;  SDd  so 
Bishop  Bramhall  expressly  maintains  agaiiixt  the  Bishop  of  Chukedon ;  and  f 
remember  well,  that  Bishop  Sanderson,  when  the  king  was  first  restored,  re- 
ceived the  subscription  of  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  which  he  dedarcd  was  not 
to  them  as  articles  oi  faith,  hwi  pence.  I  think  you  need  make  no  scruple  of 
tlic  matter,  because  all  that  1  know  so  unilcrstand  the  meaning  of  ^ubscriptioa, 
and  upon  other  terms  would  not  siil)Kcribc.". — The  abuvc  was  printed  some  years 
n^o  in  the  "  Kiiroi)eaii  Maj^iiie,"  from  the  originul,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Mapletoft,  surgeon  at  Chertbey,  grandson  to  Dr.  Johu  Mapletoft. — Maloke. 
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^^^Hexrniciateil  pliiloRopliers  and  divines,  beyond  any 
'  other.  I  did  not  press  it  further,  when  I  jJerceived 
thai  he  was  displeasedt  and  shrniik  from  any  abridg- 
nmt  of  an  attribute  nsnally  ascrilK'd  to  the  Divinity, 
bmrever  irreconcileable  in  its  full  extent  wit!i  the 
l^nd  system  of  moral  government.  His  siipiMjsed 
orthodoxy  here  crani|K'd  the  vifyorous  powers  of  his 
audeTTitaiiUing.  He  was  eonfuied  by  a  chain  which 
Mriy  ima^nntion  and  long  habit  made  him  tbink 
maaay  aiid  stronjy.  but  which. had  he  ventured  to  try, 
he  could  at  oni*e  have  snapt  asunder, 

J  proceeded  : — "  \\'hat  do  you  think,  sir,  of  Pur- 
gatory,   as   believed    by   the    Roman   Catbolieka?" 
Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  very  hanrdess  doctrine. 
They  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  generality  of  mankind 
are  neither  so  obstinately  wicked  a.s  to  deserve  ever- 
batiiijE:  punislinient,  nor  so  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted    into  the  society   of  blessed   Hpiiits;    and 
tbenefore  that  God  is  graciously  pleased  to  allow  of  a 
niddle  state,  where  they  may  be  purified  !)y  certain 
degrees  of  suifering.     You  see,  sir,  there  is  nothing 
Bmeasanabte  in  this."     Boswell.  "  Rut  then,  sir, 
L  (heir  masses  for  the  dead?"     Johnson.  "  Why,  sir, 
Bif  It  be  once  established  that  there  are  souls  in  pur- 
gatory, it  is  as  proper  to  pray  for  ///fw,  as  for  onr 
brethren    of  mankind   who   are   yet   in   this   life." 
Bosn-Kl.l..     "The  idolatry  of  the  mass?"     JoiiN- 
•031-    **  Sir,  there  is  no  idolatry  in  the  mass.     They 
UelieTe  God  to  be  there,  and  they  adore  him.*'     B<»s- 
wr.i.i«  "The worfihipofsaintB?"     Johnson.  "Sir, 
tbe>'  do  not  wnrHhip  saiiitK;  they  invoke  tliein ;  they 
only  ask  their  prayers.    I  am  talking  all  this  time  of 
the  tioetrinea  of  the  church  of  Rome.     I  grant  you 
that  in  practice,  purgatory  is  made  a  lucrative  im- 
pobilioh,  and  that  the  i)eople  do  become  idolatrous 
»  they  Tecomnicnd  themselves  to  the  tutelary  pro- 
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tection  of  ])arli('ular  saints'.  I  think  tbeir  giFiiig 
the  sacrameiii  only  in  out*  kind  is  i-viiiiinaK  Ix'canse 
it  is  contrary  to  the  express  iustitutioii  of  Christy  and 
I  wonder  bow  the  council  of  Trent  admitted  it.** 
BoswELL.  "Confession?"  Johnson.  "Why,  H 
don't  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.  The  scriptur^^ 
says  *Coufess  your  faults  one  to  anotlier,'  and  the 
priests  confess  as  well  as  tlic  laity.  7'hcu  it  must  be 
considered  that  their  absohitiun  is  only  upon  repent- 
ance, and  often  upon  penance  also.  Vou  think  yoi 
sins  may  be  forgiven  without  peuauce,  upon  repeni 
ance  alone." 

1  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  common  ob- 
jections against  the  Roman  Catholiik  church,  that 
might  hear  so  great  a  man  uj>on  them.  What  hd 
said  is  liere  accurately  recorded.  But  it  is  not  imJ 
probable  that  if  one  had  taken  the  other  side,  h( 
might  have  reASoned  differently. 

I  must  however  mention,  thai  he  had  a  respect  fo 
"  the  old  re/igio/i"  as  the  mild  Melancthon  callt 
that  of  the  Roman  Catholick  church,  even  while  he 
was  exerting  himself  for  its  reformation  in  some  par- 
ticulars. Sir  \Villiam  Scott  informs  me,  that  he  heard 
Johnson  say,  "  A  man  who  is  converted  from  protcst4l 
autism  to  popery  may  be  sincere,  he  parts  with  no- 
thing: he  is  only  sujieraddiug  to  what  he  already  had. 
But  a  convert  from  popery  to  protestantism  gives  up 
so  much  of  wliat  he  has  held  as  sacred  as  any  thing 
that  he  retains;  there  is  so  nnuh  Imcraiion  of  mind 
in  such  a  conversion,  that  it  can  hardly  be  sincere 
and  lasting-."     The  truth  of  this  reflection  may 


■  IThe  c.'lior  haa  now  \tetaw  him  a  Ronun  Catholic  PnycT-hook, 
■iGlii-iit  nnluir  OS  132.1,  in  «hidi  Uifn-  i,  t,  praj-cr  to  tli.-  ^'irgln  wHresaing  ber 
M  "  iVa  AWtat  frincciir,'"  and  MioUicr  to  Su  Jtucjih,  as  *•  M-m   Mmatlc  ^ 

■  I'riiL  ItUIiDp  uT  Fi'ins  c«prc»Ki>  hi*  turpiW  tltat  Johiuon  vltouki  hare 
goucu  Lalin  rT^  Hidlc]',  IlompcifUtd  nH  time  ijf  aU ittUk/Hi  wbo  b«ve  jvoobve 
pop«y.— Ed.  ] 
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CDDfirmcil  by  many  and  eminent  instinros,  Roinc  of 
wfaicli  will  occur  to  most  of  my  readers '. 

Whcu  we  were  alone,  I  introduced  the  suliject  of 
4aUs,  and  endearoiired  to  maintain  that  ttie  fear  of 
H  might  be  got  over.  I  told  liim  that  David  Hume 
itaid  to  me,  he  \ra.s  no  more  uneasy  to  think  he  should 
mot  he  after  this  life,  than  that  he  Jtad  nut  been  before 
fae  began  to  exist.  Johnson'.  "  Sir.  if  he  really 
thinks  so,  his  perceptions  are  disturbed ;  he  is  mad : 
if  he  does  not  think  so,  he  lies.  He  may  tell  you  he 
holds  his  Guger  in  the  flame  of  a  candle,  without 
fiseiiug  pain  ;  would  you  believe  him  ?  When  he 
dioi,  he  at  least  gi%'es  up  all  he  has."  Hoswr.i.i,. 
**  Foote,  sir,  told  me,  that  when  he  was  very  ill  he  was 
not  afraid  to  die."  JouNsoN.  "  It  is  not  true,  sir. 
Hold  a  piidol  to  Foote's  breast,  or  to  Hmne's  breast, 
and  tlireaten  to  hill  them,  and  you  Ml  see  how  they 
hrhave."  Bosw'KLL.  "  But  uiay  we  not  fortify  our 
minds  for  the  approach  of  death?"  Here  I  am  sen- 
sible I  was  in  tlie  wrong,  to  bring  before  his  view 
what  he  ever  looked  upon  witli  horrour ;  for  although 
wht-u  in  a  celestial  frame  of  mind  in  liis  "  Vanity  of 
Huxiian  \Visbes,*'  he  has  supposed  death  to  be  "  kind 
ttUure^s  signal  for  retreat,"  from  this  state  of  Ijeing 
to  "  a  happier  seat,"  his  thouglits  upon  this  awful 
diange  were  in  general  full  of  dismal  apprehensions. 
Ujjt  miud  resembled  the  vast  amphitheatre,  the  Coli- 
saroni  at  Rome.  In  the  centre  stood  his  judgraentf 
whidi,  like  a  mighty  gladliitor,  combated  tlinse  ap- 
prehensions that,  like  the  wild  beasts  of  the  Are/ui, 
were  all  around  in  cells,  ready  to  be  let  out  upon 

•  [Tlw  editor  does  not  undcniiuid  thu  ftllusion.     tie  b  not  aware  of  "iDWiy 
arf  ^ninmt  tnataDcen"  of  pi  nte»  coiiverh.il  /nmi  p<i|vT]r  to  pTul(!>dantlun  tO> 

rlfC  rfth«T  ioui  suprriiilinn  nr  irflilcUty.      He  (ucpMU  ttwt  Mr,  llmvvU, 
aftm  aDudcft  tn  3fr.  (iibbon'i  racillaiiivi.  naJI;r  misuit  /tim  in  this  p«- 
■■e.  Mri  tbM  the  nmtimc  of  llw  pnipnsilinn  in   ih«  trXL— nanirly,  ihat  HWIM 
friND  |*rM«Maut»in  'r>  popery  lud  eodtd  infidda — vm  what  he  inimtled 
Ed-I 
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him.  After  a  conflict,  he  drives  them  back  into  their 
dens;  but  not  killing  them,  they  were  still  assailing 
him.  To  my  question,  whether  we  might  not  fortily 
our  minds  for  the  approach  of  death,  he  answered,  in 
a  passion,  "  No,  sir,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  how 
a  man  dies,  but  how  he  lives.  The  act  of  dying  if 
not  of  importance,  it  lasts  so  short  a  time.**  He  added, 
with  an  earnest  look,  "  A  man  knows  it  must  be  sor 
and  submits.     It  will  do  him  no  good  to  whine." 

I  attempted  to  continue  the  conversation.  Ha 
wa.s  so  provoked,  that  he  said,  "  Give  us  no  more  of 
this '"  and  was  thrown  into  such  a  state  of  agitation^ 
that  he  expressed  himself  in  a  way  that  alarmed  and 
distressed  me"^;  showed  an  impatience  that  I  should 
leave  him,  and  when  I  was  going  away,  called  to  me 
sternly,  "Don't  let  us  meet  to-morrow." 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneasy.  All  the  handl 
observations  which  I  had  ever  heard  made  upon  his 
character  crowded  into  my  mind ;  and  I  seemed  to 
myself  like  the  man  who  had  put  his  head  into  the 
lion's  mouth  a  great  many  times  with  perfect  safety, 
but  at  last  had  it  bit  off. 

Next  morning  [27th  October],  I  sent  him  a  note, 
stating  that  I  might  have  been  in  the  wrong,  but  it 
was  not  intentionally ;  he  was  therefore,  I  could  not 
help  thinking,  too  severe  upon  me.  That  notwith- 
standing our  agreement  not  to  meet  that  day,  I 
would  call  on  him  in  my  way  to  the  city,  and  stay 
five  minutes  by  my  watch.  "  You  are,"  said  I,  "in 
my  mind,  since  last  night,  surrounded  with  cloud  and 
storm.  Let  me  have  a  glimpse  of  sunshine,  and  go 
about  my  affairs  in  serenity  and  cheerfulness." 

•  [This  was  a  touch  of  "  that  iad  humour  which  )m  father  gave  him."  See 
anti;  p.  3. — liu  1 

•  [Vgt  Mr.  HoswcU  could  contradict  Sir  John  Hawkins's  assertion,  "  that 
Johnson's  mind  could  not  contemplate  mortaliij  with  firmness."  S«e  amitf 
w\.  i.  p.  325.— £d.1 
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Upon  entering  his  study,  I  was  glad  that  he  was 
not  alone,  which  would  have  made  our  meeting  more 
awkward.  There  were  with  him  Mr.  Steevens^  and 
Mr.  Tyers  ^,  both  of  whom  I  now  saw  for  the  first 
time.  My  note  had,  on  his  own  reflection,  softened 
him,  for  he  received  me  very  complacently ;  so  that 
I  unexpectedly  found  myself  at  ease,  and  joined  in 
the  conversation. 

He  said,  the  criticks  bad  done  too  much  honour  to 
Sir  Richard  Blackmore,  by  writing  so  much  against 
him.  That  in  his  "Creation"  he  had  been  helped  by 
various  wits,  a  line  by  Phillips,  and  a  line  by  Tickell ; 
so  that  by  their  aid,  and  that  of  others,  the  poem  had 
been  made  out\ 

I  defended  Blackmore*s  supposed  lines,  which  have 
been  ridiculed  as  absolute  nonsense : 

**  A  painted  vest  Prince  Vortiftcr  had  on, 
Which  from  ■  D«kcd  Pict  his  graodiin  won  *." 


■  [George  Stecvens,  who,  in  the  next  year,  became  auociated  with  Johrson 
in  thi  edition  of  ShaknjieaTe,  which  f^s  by  their  joint  naincs.  Mr.  Suwens 
w*^  horn  in  17^-  and  riied  at  llamp^tead  in  ISftO.  A  cynical  disposiiion  ren- 
d<:T«t  him  unp0|iul.ir  with  his  ac(iiiaintanc€,  as  we  shall  h^vt;  occasion  to  notice 
i"  ih-  c'Jisl-  ottliiH  work — Kd,] 
^    ■  {SiC  ante.  Vdl.  i,  p.  'MM  — Kn.] 

s  Johnvn  hiiii>tlt' hu-j  vindica'.id  BhcJcniorc  upon  this  very  point.  See  the 
/.!::»  •■/ tfic  Hr.it,  vol,  iii.  p   7'»-  t!vo-  I7!ll. — .^  Homwei.i,- 

•  .\a  acviic  corri^poiidcnt  of  thi'  Kiirr)p;.-an  ."^l.i^ayiini',  April,  I7!*2,  has  com- 
pV'.tlv  L'i.pfj-cil  a  iiiiatake,  which  has  h'jcrt  unarcoiint^il  Iv  ^r.-^piont  in  ascribing 
thi-t  lir.i-j  to  lilackmore,  riocwitll'*tai;iling  that  Sir  liirh^ird  Sil'cIl',  in  that  very 
J  jLiIa-r  work,  Thi:  S/fclitlur,  mcntinns  tht'iii  a^  wriiuii  !>y  ilic  aiithour  of 
T\f  Ji'iliifi  J'rinnn,  ths  Hon,  Kilward  Howard.  Tin;  cotrcspfiinUnt,  above 
"■iri'iiMie  1.  >hir.v^  tliii  mistakt  to  Ik-  so  invt-tiTaie,  lliat  not  only  /  defended  the 
J-E->  as  l'.LM:kn-.OTc"s,  in  ihi-  pr.stiicc  of  l)r.  Jolin-on,  without  any  toiitraiiiclion 
.  -  tlf.ubt  of  thtir  authenticity,  but  that  the  lli-vcrciid  Mr.  Whitt.iker  has  as- 
:-.— .itl  in  pri;it,  lliat  he  ur.diTsland*.  they  wcr^'  >i/j'P',:ttrd  in  the  latL-  tdition  or 
■diJona  <f  l>l«ckiiiore.  "  After  all,"  says  this  intellifieiit  writer,  '■  it  is  not  un- 
iirrhy  of  pariieuiar  observation,  ihut  these  linew,  so  ofit-n  quottd,  do  not  txist, 
d'.hcT  in  lllatkniore  or  Howard."  In  The  Briliih  Ftincci,  Bvo.  IBIill,  now 
'«:'ijrv  nm  \.,  p.  W'j,  they  stand  lliiis  ; 

•*  A  vtst  as  adniir:.d  \'ortit;er  had  on, 
Which  from  thi^  Island's  foj«  his  ^jrandsire  won, 
Whose  artful  eolour  pass'd  the  Tyrian  dye. 
Obliged  to  triumph  in  this  legacy," 

It  is  proKi!  le,  I  think,  that  some  wag,  in  order  to  make  Howard  still  more 
n-lirijloiia  than  he  icoUy  wod,  has  formed  the  couplet  as  it  now  circulate!.—. 
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I  maintained  it  to  be  a  poetical  conceit.  A  Pict  being 
paintetl,  if  he  is  slain  in  battle,  and  a  vest  is  made  of 
bis  skin,  it  is  a  painted  vest  won  from  liim,  though 
he  was  naked.  J 

Jolmson  spoke  unfavourably  of  a  certain  pretty  vo- 
luniinoii>4autliour',  saying,  "He  used  to  write  anony- 
mous books,  and  then  other  books  commending  those 
books,  in  which  there  was  something  of  rascality." 

I  whispered  him,  "  Well,  sif,  you  are  now  in  good 
humour/*     JOHKSON.  "Yes,  sir."     I  was  going  to; 
leave  him,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  stjiircase.     H< 
stopped  me,  and  smiling,  said,  "  Get  you  gone  in ;' 
a  curious  mode  of  inviting  me  to  stay,  which  I  ac- 
cordingly did  for  some  time  longer. 

This  little  incidental  quarrel  and  reconciliation, 
which,  perhaps,  I  may  be  tliought  to  have  detailed  too 
minutely,  nmst  lie  esteemed  as  one  of  many  proofs 
which  his  friends  had,  that  though  he  might  be 
charged  with  bad  humour  at  times,  he  was  always  a 
gootl-naiurcd  man ;  and  I  have  heard  Sir  Joshua  I 
Reynolds,  a  nice  and  delicate  observer  of  manners, 
particularly  remark,  that  when  upon  any  occasion 
Johnson  had  been  rough  to  any  person  in  company, 
he  t«K)k  the  finst  opportunity  of  reconciliation,  by 
drinking  to  him,  or  addressing  his  discourse  to  him  ; 
but  if  be  found  his  dignified  indirect  overtures  sul- 
lenly neglected,  he  was  quite  indifferent,  and  con- 
sidered himself  as  having  done  ail  that  he  ought  to 
do,  and  the  other  as  now  in  llie  wrong. 

Being  U>  set  out  for  Scotland  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, I  wrote  to  him  at  Streatham,  begging  that 


'  [Thcfe  b  KKKO  to  suppose  iTi*t  this  wu  Dr.  Hill,  who,  as  Mr.  Chalmcn 
Oburvi.4  10  me,  iittd  In  pl»y  iiutli  iHcks,  noi  onlj-  anoiiymotiiJjr.  bul  uiuler  ralac 
n«Dn,  sufh  as  Dr.  Criif,  Dr.  Uvoiik,  and  miuiy  lulii-rs.  Ituc  it  hu  b<«i 
•1m  (unvii'jd,  th«l  SuioUMt  in  mouii;  mitl  »  Uoxvai  lux)  ccnairly  no  leitder- 
BEM  for  HUfjt  dwracicT,  (kk  ante,  p.  30),  ibe  nippreiaian  of  the  taaat  snaw  lo 
ttyoMX  ttuB  UittT  upioion. — Ed.] 


would  meet  me  in  town  on  the  9th ;  but  if  this 
diould   be  very  inconvenient  to   hini,    I   would  go 

e.     His  answer  was  as  follows: 
*•  TO  JAMES  BOSWELL,  ESQ. 
"Hill  Novnnl)er.  1709. 
tm  am. — Upon  balancing  the  inconveniences  of  bntli 
I  find  it  will  less  incommode  you  to  fpend  your  night 
here,  than  me  to  come  to  town.     I  wish  to  ifcc  you,  and  nm  or- 
da«d  by  the  lady  of  this  house  to  invite  yon  hither.     Whether 
JOB  can  come  or  not,  I  shall  mtt  have  any  occasion  of  writing  to 
yoo  Bg^iun  bcTore  your  marriage,  and  therefore  tell  you  now,  that 
wkh  t^realt  sincerity  I  wi»h  you  happiness.     I  am,  dear  «ir,  your 
■OA  atfectionate  humble  servant,  ^'  Sam.  Jomndon." 

I  vns  detained  in  town  till  it  was  too  late  on  the 

th,  so  went  to  him  early  in  the  morning  of  the 

of  NovembLT.     "  Now,"  said  he,  "  tliat  you  are 

g  to  marry,  do  not  expect  more  from  life  than  life 

aiFord.     Vou  may   often  find  yourself  out  of 

famnuur,  and  you  may  often  think  your  wife  not 

StiHlious  enough  to  please  you  ;  and  yet  you  uiay  have 

maon  to  consider  yoiusclf  a.s  upon  the  whole  very 

kappily  married." 

Talking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  observed,  "  Our 
marriage  sen'ice  is  too  refined.  It  is  calculated  only 
fv  the  best  kind  of  marriages :  whereas,  we  shoiilil 
h«Ye  a  fonn  for  matches  of  convenience,  of  which 
(here  are  many'.*'  He  agreed  with  me  that  there 
vu  no  absolute  necessity  for  having  the  inarringc 
cmtnony  i>erfonned  by  a  regular  clcrgynian,  for  this 
«i»  not  comiriauded  in  scripture. 

1  was  volatile  enough  to  rejieat  to  him  a  little  epi- 

(ll  mi*f  be  ftuvpectdl  UuU  Mr.  n<Mwcll,  ui  tmnoaibli.g  for  Uil*  prt'Mt,  at  llio 

1    OT  twCTity-fivc  j<:ftr«,  hu  iirf^inii  nrtc,  may  hnvL.*  mixrrprr'cnlc.i)   Dr. 

■%  rjfTPkT^      TUvK  xtt,  no  Jouti,  maiTiaiicii  o)'  oonviMilinctf,  but  audi 

tmnt  0Ut  la  Iw  vrry  )^*|'I>>  nionin^r*.     Mnrruver,  itiie  >iOuld  luk.  how  U 

jg  cnenwnj  too  rrjttud  t  anil,  a^in,  if  ihcr..-  wctr  iwo  Mnvicni,  wlut 

coOMOt  to  be  msrrkd  by  that  wbxJi  implied  kxiu:  d^rcc  of  di-grsdA- 

'r«st  df  fatfoloiiir  'i  and  linnlly,  how  is  aai  to  gucM,  bcfoccluod,  how 

u  to  taro  oui?— £d.] 
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granimatilk  song  of  mine,  on  matrimony,  which  Mr. 
Garrick  had  a  few-  days  hefore  procured  to  be  set  to 
music  by  the  very  ingenious  Mr.  Dibdiu. 

A  HATIIMOirlAI.  TItOL-OHT. 

"  In  ihc  bliilic  tUye  nf  honey -nuxMi, 
Wilh  Kiie'tt  iJlurwnenisBrirltrn, 
I  lovcU  her  Hie,  I  lovnl  her  soon. 
And  call'd  hcv  daucu  kiilcn. 

Bui  not*  my  kiitcn  's  grawn  s  nt, 

And  CTOM  like  otlicr  wit-ca: 
O  !  Iiy  iiijr  KNil,  tiiy  hotieU  Mai, 

1  (au  fixe  Km  nine  livct '." 

My  illustrious  friend  said,  "  It  is  very  well,  sir ;! 
but  you  should  not  swear."     Upou  whidi  I  altered 
"  O !  by  my  -soul,"  to  "  alas,  alas  !**  M 

He  waa  so  good  a«  to  accompany  mc  to  Londoni™ 
and  see  me  into  the  post-chaise  which  was  to  carry 
me  on  my  road  to  Scotland.  And  sure  I  am,  that 
however  incousiderablu  mauy  of  the  particulars  re- 
corded at  this  time  may  ap|iear  to  some,  they  will  be 
esteemed  by  the  best  part  of  my  readers  as  genuine 
traits  of  his  character,  contributing  together  to  give  a 
fidl,  fail-,  and  distinct  view  of  it. 

In  1770,  he  published  a  political  pamphlet,  entitled 
"The  False  Alarm,"  intended  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  ministry  and  their  majority  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons for  having  virtually  assumed  it  as  an  axiom, 
that  the  expulsion  of  a  member  of  parliament  was 
equivalent  to  exclusion,  and  thus  having  declared 
Colonel  Lutterel  to  be  duly  elected  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  great 
majority  of  votes.  This  being  justly  considered  a.s 
a  gross  violation  of  the  right  of  election,  an  alarm  for 
the  ironstitutlon  extended  itself  all  over  the  kingdom. 

■  [Mr.  BoBircIl  lucd  (u  did  iJio  hb  ddent  ton,  SU  Alexander)  lo  ctn^  in 
conviTliI  aoeieij,  vmgs  of  hin  own  cnnn'Mtian.  ^c  A'IrA.  Amtfd.  vcl.  ii. 
]..  IJCV— Ell.] 
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To  prove  this  alarm  to  be  false  was  the  purpose  of 
Johnson's  pamphlet;  but  even  his  vast  powers  are 
inadequate  to  cope  with  coustitutioual  truth  and 
reason,  and  his  arguineiit  failed  of  effect;  ami  tlie 
house  of  commons  have  since  expuiij^  the  offensive 
RaolutioD  from  their  Journals.  That  the  house  of 
eommons  might  have  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly, 
and  as  often  as  he  should  be  rechoseu,  was  not  denied ; 
bat  incapacitation  caunot  be  but  by  au  act  of  the 
whole  legislature.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  how  a 
prejudioe  in  favour  uf  government  in  general,  and  an 
tversion  to  popular  clamour,  could  blind  and  contract 
audi  au  understanding  as  Johnson's,  in  this  particular 
case  ;  yet  the  wit,  the  sarcasm,  the  eltxpient  vivacity 
which  this  pamphlet  displayed,  made  it  l)e  read  with 
great  avidity  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read 
wiOi  jileasure,  for  the  Hake  of  its  compoHition.  That 
it  endeavoured  to  infuse  a  narcotick  iudifierence,  as 
to  publick  concerns,  into  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  that  it  broke  out  sometimes  into  an  extreme 
coarseness  of  contemptuous  abuse,  is  but  too  evident. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when  the 
vtorm  of  his  violence  subsides,  he  takes  a  fair  oppor- 
ttmily  to  i>ay  a  grateful  compliment  to  the  king,  who 
had  rewarded  his  merit ;— *'  These  low-born  railers 
have  endeavoured,  surely  without  effect,  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  ouly  king  who 
for  almost  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  desire,  or 
much  endeavoured  to  deserve  them."  And  "  Every 
honest  man  must  lament,  that  the  fm*tion  has  been 
regarded  with  frigid  neutrality  by  the  tories,  who 
bang  long  accustomed  to  signalise  their  principles  by 
opposition  to  the  court,  do  not  yet  consider,  that  they 
have  at  last  a  king  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party, 
and  who  wishes  to  be  tlie  common  father  of  all  his 
people." 
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pioni,        [Tliis  liis  first  and  favourite  pamphlet  was  wTitteii 
'' *        at  Mr.  Thrale's  between  eight  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
night  and  twelve  o'clock  on  Thursday  night;  andj 
Johnson  and  Mrs.  Thrale  read  it  to  Mr.  Thrale  when' 
he  came  very  late  home  from  the  house  of  commons.] 
To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  discovered 
to  be  JohusonV  several  answers  came  ont,  in  which 
care  was  taken  to  remind  tite  publick  of  his  former 
attacks  upon  government,  and  of  his  now  being  a  pen-, 
aioner,  without  allowing  for  Uie  honourable  terms  upon] 
which  Johnson's  pension  was  granted  and  accepted, 
or  tlie  change  of  system  which  the  British  court  had] 
undergone  uptm  the  accession  of  his  present  majesty. 
He  was,  liowever,  soothed  in  the  highest  strain  of^ 
panegyrick,  in  a  poem  called  "The  Remonstrance," f 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stockdale ',  to  whom  he  was,  upon 
many  occa-sinns,  a  kind  protector. 

Tlie  following  admirable  minute  made  by  him 
describes  so  well  his  own  state,  and  that  of  number* 
to  whom  self-examination  is  habitual,  tliat  I  cannot] 
omit  it : — 

PniKn       "  Jixue  I,   1770*     Ever)*  man  naturally  pertfuadpx  himself' 
*  Msd-    that  he  can  keep  hi*  reAolutu^s,  nor  is  he  coiirincecl  of  his 
''  imbecility  hut  by  lengtli  of  time  and  frequency  of  experiment. 

Thiii  opinion  of  our  own  conaiaiicy  ia  so  prevalent,  that  we 
always  despise  him  who  suffers  his  general  and  srttU-d  purposes 
to  be  ovcrjioweretl  by  .in  occiHonal  desire.  They,  therefore,  ™ 
whom  frequent  failurea  have  made  desperate,  cease  to  form  re- 
solutions ;  and  they  who  are  become  cunning,  tlu  nut  tcH  them- 
Those  who  do  not  make  them  are  very  few,  but  of  their  eflect 
little  is  perceived :  for  scarcely  any  mmi  persists  in  a  course  of 
life  planned  by  choice,  but  ax  he  i.i  reAtraiiit-d  from  cEeviation 
by  some  external  power.  lie  who  may  live  as  he  will,  seldom 
lives  lon^^  in  the  observation  of  his  own  rules  I  never  yet  saw 
a  r^dar  family,  unless  it  were  that  of  Sirs.  Harriot's,  nor  a 

*  [The  RrvL-rrnd  l^erdtttl  SU)clii!ale,  «>:ow  Mrani;*  anil  nitibling  aulobla-  ^ 
onptiy  vu  pultlijil:cd  ui  IRnji;  he  *iis  ^he  tuiliiif  <ii'  bcvcr*)  Ixd  poems,  and 
Im  ika  in  IRl  I,  at  tht  h^l  af  7<V     Ul  w>  Johnson'r  mighboiu  foi  unxx  fcan, 
twth  ID  JobmonVouurt  bmiI  no!*-)DOurL— En.) 
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',  whose  exactness  I  know 
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tniy  by  hut  own  report,  and  Psatmanazer,  whose  life  was,  I 
tfamk.  anifonii." 

Of  this  year  I  have  obtained  the  following  letters: 

"TO  THE   REV.  DR.  FAKMER,  CAMBRIDGE. 

■*  JohoMmVcouit,  t'Wt>»traei,  SUt  March,  177a 

••  8iB, — Aa  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to  himself  any  pos- 

■■oii  that  may  be  useful  to  the  piiblick,,  I  hope  you  will  not 

iMt  me  nnTeaaonably  intniMve,  if  I  have  recourse  to  vuu  for 

ladi  mformstion  u  you  are  more  ablu  to  give  me  than  any  other 

"  In  support  of  an  opinion  which  you  have  already  placed 
■hirrr  tbe  need  of  any  more  support,  Mr.  Steevens.  a  very  in^ 
gHDOlu  gendeman,  lately  of  King 'x  College,  has  collected  uii 
(cnniDt  of  all  the  translations  which  Shakspeare  might  hnre 
•cm  and  u»etl.  Ite  wiKhes  his  catalogue  to  be  {>erreet,  and 
thuHTiCf  entreat!  that  you  will  favour  him  by  tlie  insertion  of 
Mdi  additions  as  the  accuracy  of  your  inquiries  huH  enabled  you 
te  make.  To  this  request,  I  take  the  liberty  of  aihling  my  own 
niiutatiuii. 

^**  We  have  no  immediate  une  for  this  catalogue,  and  Uierefure 
lb  not  desire  that  it  iihould  interrupt  or  hinder  your  more  im- 
|HtaDt  employments.  But  it  will  be  kind  to  k-t  mh  know  that 
M  receive  it.     I  am,  sir,  &c.  "  Sabi.  Johnson." 

■  l»Da.  JOHNSON  TO  MBS.  LOCV  PORTER. 

"  Dbarbst  maoah,— Among  other  causes  that  have  hinderetl 
lae  frmn  aniwenng  your  last  kind  tetter,  i»  a  tetlioii<i  and  pain- 
fid  rhetuuatiam,  tlmt  has  afflicted  me  for  many  weeks,  and  »till 
eaaliniie*  to  molest  me.  I  hope  ynu  are  well,  and  will  long 
keep  your  health  and  your  cheerfulness. 

"  One  reason  why  I  delayed  to  write  waa,  my  uncertainty 
bow  to  wiswer  your  letter.  1  like  the  thought  of  giving  away 
dw  money  very  well ;  but  when  I  consider  thnt  Tiim  Johnson 
■  Bj  nearest  relation,  and  that  he  i»  now  old  and  in  groat  want ; 
Art  be  was  my  playfellow  in  childhood,  and  has  never  done 
■1^  thin^  to  odend  me;  I  am  in  doubt  whellier  I  ought  not 
ntfJhvT  give  it  him  than  any  otiicr. 

"Ofthi*,  my  dear,  I  would  have  your  tipinion.  I  would 
vilEngly  please  you,  and  I  know  that  you  will  be  pleased  best 
vhh  what  ycni  think  ri^ht. 

•  {T^  name  id  (be  orif^iiu]  nuniucript  b,  oi  Dr.  Uall  infonni  mc,  CamplfU^ 
I>r.  Jobn  Oanipbcll,  whuni,  iin  AOodicr  ocdwlon,  {attlf,  rol.  i.  p.  l^l), 
kailba"good  uid  b  piuui iiun ;'*  battee pott,  1 1th  Ai>ril,  17i3 Lu.\ 


Pnnan 
MSS. 


pennon 
MSS. 


Ldlm, 
toLi. 


"  Tell  me  your  miml,  and  do  not  learn  of  mc  to   neglect 
writing ;  for  it  ia  »  very  Miry  trick,  though  it  hv  mine.  _ 

"  Your  brother  is  well,  1  saw  him  to-day  ;  and  thought  it  ■ 
long  since  I  »aw  him  before  :  it  seems  ho  has  called  often  nnd 
could  not  find  me.     I  ain,  ray  dear,  your  affectionate  humble 
servant,  "8am.  Jouhbon/'^     ■ 

["  Lomlon,  2UtJi  May,  1770- 

"  Mv  DEAHB8T  DKAB,— I  am  vcrj'  BoTTy  Ui«t  your  eyes  are 
twd ;  take  great  care  of  them.  especinUy  by  candlelighL    M 
continue  pretty  giKxl,  but  they  are  sometimes  a  little  dim.    Mf  j 
rheumiitiinn  grows  graduHlly  belter, 

*■■  I  liave  considered    )'our  letter,  and  am  willing  that  the 
whole  money  should  go  M-here  you,  my  dear,  originally  in-' 
tended.     I  hope  to  help  Tom  iumie  other  way.     So  that  nutter 
is  over. 

"  I>r.  Taylor  has  invited  me  to  pass  some  time  with  him  st 
AHhlKturne ;  if  I  come,  you  may  be  sure  that  I  shall  take  yo*i 
and  Lichfield  in  my  way.  Wnu-n  I  am  nearer  coming.  I  will  sendj 
you  word 

"  Of  IVfr.  Porter  I  have  seen  very  little,  but  1  know  not  that! 
it  is  his  f'rtult,  for  he  »ays  that  he  often  calls,  and  never  fmdaj 
me ;  I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  1  love  him. 

"  Mr.  Slathius  has  latc-ly  had  a  great  deal  of  money  left  hin^j 
(if  which  you  have  pnibiibly  heard  already.  1  am,  my  deArestfj 
your  most  afiection^te  senant,  "  Sam.  Johnson.^ 

"TO  THE  KEVEREND  MH.  THOMAS  WAUTON. 

"  Undon,  2.1il  June,  I77O1 
"  l>EAn  9IK, — The  readiness  with  which  you  were  p1ca$e<1 
to  promitte  mc  mhuc  notCit  on  Shakftpeare,  was  a  new  instance 
of  your  friendrthip.  I  shall  not  hurry  you  ;  but  am  desired  by 
Rlr.  Slccvens,  wlio  helps  me  in  this  etiitidn,  tii  let  you  know, 
th.it  we  «haU  print  the  tragefbes  ftrst,  and  shall  therefore  wont 
first  the  notes  which  belong  to  tfaera.  We  think  not  to  incom«M 
mode  the  readers  with  a  supplement;  and  therefore,  what  we 
cannot  put  into  iis  proper  place,  will  do  us  no  good.  We  shall 
not  begin  to  print  before  the  end  of  six  weeks,  perhaps  not  »o 
soon.     I  am,  Jic,  "  Sam.  Johnson."     _ 

{"  TO  MBS.  TUO^tLB.  | 

'•  Lfchficia.  7th  July,  1770. 
"  I  thought  I  should  have  heard  sometliing  to-day  alwat^ 
Streatham ;  but  there  is  no  letter ;  and  I  neeil  some  consolaMfl 
tion,  for  rheumati<tm  is  come  again,  though  in  a  less  deirree 


ihiin  fgniiei'ly.     I  reckun  l« 


again,  though  in  a  Ies«  degree 
go  next  week  to  A«hboume^  and 
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•HI  try  to  bring  yoii  the  dimensioiw  of  the  great  bull.     The  l^ncw, 
<Ue>  and  the  ground  are  all  so  wet,  that  I  hare  been  very  little  _  m, 
»broa^  ;  and  Mrs.  Aston  is  from  home,  so  Unit  I  have  uo  motive 
to  walk.     When  she  is  at  home,  she  lives  on  the  top  of  iStow- 
b2I,  and  I  commonly  climb  up  to  see  her  once  a  day.     There 
i»  ootibing  there  now  but  the  empty  nesL 

"To  write  to  you  about  Lichfield  is  of  no  use,  for  you  never 
■Bw  Stow-pool,  nor  Borowcop-hiU.  I  believe  you  may  find 
BoRTW  or  fionni^heop-htU  in  my  Dictionary.,  under  cop  or  cob. 
Kabody  ht-te  know9  what  the  name  imports." 


"^  LichfielJ,  UtliJuly,  1770. 
"  Mr.  Greene',  the ^)othecary,  has  found  a  bcx>k  which  tells 
wbo  paid  levies  in  our  parish,  and  how  much  they  paid  above 
■I  huzMlrcd  years  8|^.  Do  you  not  think  we  study  this  book 
had?  Nothing  is  like  going  lo  the  bottom  of  things.  JMany 
^■-^**—  that  paiil  tlie  {Niritih  rates  are  now  extinct,  like  the  raoe 
«f  Hercules.  Pwivis  et  umbra  tttmm.  Wliat  is  nearest  us 
IomImi  ■•  taoeL  The  passions  ri^e  higher  at  donie»tick  Uutn  at 
iapcswl  tn^edica.  I  am  not  wholly  uniifTectecl  by  the  rcvolu- 
boBft  of  Sullar-fltreeC  ;  nor  can  forbear  to  mourn  a  little  when 
aid  naBKS  vaniah  awaj,  and  new  come  into  tlicir  place." 

*'  Aihbournr,  aoth  July,  ]770<  ■■•  Bl. 
"  I  came  hither  on  Wednesday,  having  staid  one  night  at  a 
ladge  in  the  forest  of  Nedewood.  Dr.  Taylor's  in  a  wry  plea- 
■Pt  bouse,  with  a  lawn  and  a  lake,  and  twenty  deer  and  five 
&WDS  opon  the  lawn.  Whether  I  shall  by  any  light  ifee  Mat- 
kick  I  do  not  yet  know. 

"  That  Baretti*B  book  would  please  you  all  I  made  no  doubt,  p.  32. 
I  kocnr  not  whillier  the  world  has  ever  seen  such  TravelH  be- 
&rc.  Those  whose  lot  it  is  to  rflmblc  can  seldom  write,  and 
thoae  who  know  how  to  write  ver}'  seldom  ramble.  If  Sidney 
hHl  gone,  as  he  desired,  tlie  great  voyage  with  Drake,  there 
veold  probably  have  been  unch  a  narrative  as  would  have 
\j  BBtufied  tlie  poet  and  the  philosopher." 


P     «ai!i 


"  Afthboume,  23d  July,  I77O. 
"  I  have  seen  the  greit  bull "  ;  and  very  great  he  is.     I  have 
likewise  iiis  heir  apparent,  who  promises  to  inherit  all  the 
balk  and  all  the  virtues  of  his  sire.     I  have  seen  the  man  who 


v.  33. 


*  Km  Mrt,  «d  M.n:h.  177«— En.) 

>  [Dr.  xmykr  haA  a  nmiorkalflir  Bni:  breed  of  c&lllc ;  and  one  buU,  in  pv* 
sate,  wMoTcdibnied  beaytf  and  nixe, — Ed.] 
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Tol.  i. 
p.  33. 


trttcm,  oflercil  an  hundred  guineas  Ibr  Khe  young  bull,  while  he  wa« 
yet  little  better  than  a  calf.  Matlock,  I  am  afraid,  I  flhall  not 
sev,  but  I  purpose  to  nee  Dovedde  ;  and,  after  all  this  seeing, 
2  hope  to  see  you."] 

"TO  THE  RBV.  I)B.  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

"aiitSeirt-  1770 

"  Dkar  sib, — I  am  revising  my  etiition  of  Sbakspeare,  and 
remember  that  1  formerly  misrepresented  your  o|)inion  of  Lear. 
Be  pI'Caited  to  write  the  paragraph  as  you  woidd  have  it,  and 
send  it.  If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your  omti  upon  tha.t  or 
any  other  play,  I  Bliall  gladly  receive  thera. 

"  Make  my  coinptimeiils  to  Mrs.  WarUm.  I  sometimen  think 
of  wandering  for  a  few  days  to  Winchester,  but  am  apt  to  delay. 
I  am,  air,  your  most  humble  servant,  "Sau.  Jounson." 


"TO  MR.  FRANCIS  DARDER.  AT  MRS.  CLAPP^  BISHOP 
STORTFORD,  HfiBTFOHOSHIKK. 

'•  Ijondon,  25ih  Sept.  1770- 
"  Dear  Fbanci8, — I  am  at  last  sat  don-n  to  write  to  you, 
and  should  very  much  blame  myself  for  having  neglected  you 
so  long,  if  I  did  not  impute  that  and  many  other  tailings  to 
want  of  healtli.  I  hope  not  tu  be  to  long  uilent  again-  I  am 
very  M'ell  satisfied  with  your  progress,  if  j'ou  can  really  perform 
the  exercises  which  you  arc  set ;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Ellis  doe»aot 
suffer  you  to  impoise  on  him,  or  on  yourself. 

"Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  tu  Mrs.  Clapp^ 
and  Mr.  Smith. 

"Let  me  know  what  English  books  you  read  for  your  enten-^ 
tainment.     You  cim  never  be  wioe  unless  you  love  reading. 

"  Do  not  imagine  that  I  shall  forget  nr  forsake  you  ;  for  if, 
when  I  examine  you,  I  find  that  you  have  not  lost  your  time, 
you  shall  want  no  encouragement  &oin  yours  affectionately, 

"  Sam.  Johnboh." 

TO  THE  8AJUE. 

"  7th  Dcoembcr,  1770. 
"  Dkar  FiiANcra, — I  hope  you  mind  your  business.     I  de^] 
aign  you  Bh.ill  stay  with  Mrs.  Clapp  these  holidays.  If  you  arel 
invited  out  you  may  go,  if  Sir.  Ellis  gives  leave.     I  have  «r- 
deretl  you  some  clothes,  which  you  will  receive,  I  believe,  next 
week.     3fy  compliments  to  Mrs.  ('lapp,  and  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and^ 
Mr.  Smith,  &c.^I  am  your  nflectionate      "Sah.  Johnbon," 
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Diirinff  this  yt'ar  there  was  a  total  cessation  of  allj 


correspondence  between  Dr.  Johnson  and  me,  with- 
out any  coldness  on  either  side,  but  merely  from 
procrastination,  continued  from  day  to  day ;  and  as 
I  was  not  in  London,  I  had  no  opportunity  of  en- 
joying his  company  and  recording  his  conversation  *. 
In  1771  he  published  another  political  pamphlet, 
entitled  "  Thoughts  on  the  late  Transactions  respect- 
ing Falkland's  Islands,"  in  which,  upon  materials 
furnished  to  him  by  ministry,  and  upon  general 
topicks  expanded  in  his  rich  style,  he  successfully 
endeavoured  to  persuade  the  nation  that  it  was  wise 
and  laudable  to  suffer  the  question  of  right  to  remain 
undecided,  rather  than  involve  our  country  in  an- 
other war.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some,  with 
what  truth  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide,  that 
he  rated  the  consequence  of  those  islands  to  Great 
Britain  too  low.  But  however  this  may  be,  every 
humane  mind  must  surely  applaud  the  earnestness 
with  which  he  averted  tiie  calamity  of  war ;  a  cala- 
mity so  dreadful,  that  it  is  astonishing  how  civilised, 
nay,  christian  nations,  can  deliberately  continue  to 
renew  it.  His  description  of  its  miseries  in  this 
pamphlet  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  eloquence  in 
the  English  language.  Upon  this  occasion,  too,  we 
find  Johnson  lashing  the  party  in  opposition  with  un- 
bounded severity,  and  making  the  fullest  use  of  what  he 
ever  reckoned  a  most  effectual  argumentative  instru- 
ment— contempt.  His  character  of  their  very  able 
mysterious  champion,  Junius,  is  executed  with  all  the 
force  of  his  genius,  and  finished  with  the  highest 
care.  He  seems  to  have  exulted  in  sallying  forth  to 
single  combat  against  the  boasted  and  formidable 
hero,  who  bade  defiance  to  '*  principalities  and 
powers,  and  the  rulers  of  this  world." 

•  [Hat  Sf  r.  BosweU  had  pUnd  Dr.  Mwe«cU*i  "  CoUeeUim,"  which  the 
editor  has  remOTed  (o  vol.  1,  p.  373_^D.] 
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Pioarf,        [He  often   deb'ghted   his  imagination  with   i\ 
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imaf 
thoughts  of  having  destroyed  Junius. 
Thrale  had  received  a  reninrkably  fine  Stilton  cheese 
as  a  present  from  some  person  who  had  packed  and 
directed  it  carefully,  but  \rithout  mentioning  whence 
it  came.  Mr.  Thrale,  dehirous  to  know  who  they 
were  obliged  to,  asked  everj*  friend  as  tliey  came  in, 
but  nobody  owned  it.  Dr.  Johnson  at  last  excited  a 
general  laugh,  by  saying,  **  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  it 
was  sent  by  ./r/n/zw."] 

This  pamphlet,  it  is  observable,  was  softened  ia 
one  particular,  after  the  first  edition ;  for  the  con- 
clusion of  Mr.  George  Grenville's  character  stood 
thus:  "Let  him  not,  however,  be  depreciated  in  his 
grave.  He  had  powers  not  universally  possessed: 
could  he  have  enforced  payment  of  the  Manilla  ran- 
som,  /te  could  have  counted  if."  AVliicb,  instead  of 
retaining  its  sly  sharp  point,  was  reduced  to  a  mere 
flat  iiniiicaning  expression,  or,  if  1  may  use  the  word 
— truism:  ''He  bad  powers  not  universally  possessed: 
and  if  he  sometimes  erred,  he  was  likewise  sometimes 

right." 

"  DR.  JOHNSON  TO  BENNET  LANOTON,  ESQ.  fl 

"M»reh20,  1771. 

*'  Drar  bib,— After  much  lingering  of  my  oii-n,  and  much 
of  Uie  ministry,  I  have,  at  leiiglh,  gut  out  my  phjht  '.  But 
delay  is  not  yet  at  an  cntl :  Not  many  hud  bc-en  dispersed,  be- 
fore Lord  North  ord^ed  the  sale  to  stop.  Hib  reasons  I  do 
not  distinctly  know.  You  may  try  to  find  Uiem  in  tlie  perusal  *, 
Before  Iii^  order,  a  sufficient  number  were  dis|>ersed  to  do  all 
tJic  mischief,  though,  perhaps,  not  to  make  all  the  sport  ll 
might  be  expected  fnwn  It. 

"  Soon  after  your  departure,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding , 

■  "  Thougbuon  the  btc  TrKimoctinns  Rspcning  FalkUnd't  Islands." — ilgi> 

WRLL. 

*  D7  oompKrios  the  fint  with  th«  kubM-qucnt  nlidmt,  thb  curious  drcunv- 
Ktmncc  iir  tnitiimonfti  Kuthvunliip  mnjr  be  discmeied.— BoswCLi.. 

It  oin  onljr  be  dtacovered  {m  3It.  Bindley  olwrvcs  to  mt)  by  him  who  poa- 
wsacK  >  copy  of  the  fiuc  edition  kaucd  out  btifon  the  nle  wu  stoppco. — 
Malomb. 
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the  danger  paas  with  which  your  navigation '  wm  threatened. 
I  hope  nothing  happens  at  home  to  nliat^  ymir  •lati&fac-tiun ;  but 
that  Lady  Rothes  ■*,  and  Airs.  Langton,  and  tlie  young  ladies,  are 
iDweU. 

*'  I  was  last  night  at  the  Club.  Dr.  Percy  hug  written  a  lung 
ballad  in  many  ^ts:  it  is  pretty  enough.  He  has  printed,  mid 
»ill  aoon  publish  it.  Goldsmith  u  at  Rath,  with  Lord  Clare '. 
At  Sir.  Thrale's,  where  I  am  now  writing,  all  iirc  well.  I  am, 
drv  air,  your  most  huinble  servant,  "  Sam.  Johnson." 

[One  evening  in  the  oratorio  scii.«on  of  tlic  year  noaU 
JJTTl,  Dr.  Johnson  went  with  Mm.  Vlo/.zi  to  Covent-  p-^>^ 

u  tiieatre ;  and  tliough  he  was  for  the  most  part 
an  exceeding  bad  playhouse  compiinion,  as  his{>ersoii 
drew  people's  eyes  upon  the  box,  and  tlie  loudness 
rf  liis  \oice  made  it  difficult  to  hear  any  body  but 
himself,  he  sat  surprisingly  quiet,  and  Mrs.  Piozzi 
flattered  herself  that  he  was  listening  to  tlje  miwick. 
^Vheii  they  got  borne,  however,  he  rei)eated  these 
%erKe8,  which  he  said  lie  had  made  at  the  oratorio: 


IK  TUEaTBO. 


Terti)  tctmj  qoatn  orbc  lu>tri. 
Quid  tbeatnilea  dbL,  Crape,  pompc  1 
Qiuiti  deoet  ouios  male  litUriiUM 

Sent  TOluptoa ! 


I  Pmbably  tame  cxul  or  wotk  of  a  idniQar  natnrc  in  which  Mr.  Lansioa  wu 
tmtti  ID  LiDoJnhhiit.    H*bat  tha  ilantttr  wu   which  ihraatafud  it  is  OM 
WW  rccollccud— Ki>.) 

*  Mr.  l.«neton  nivrinl,  Mny  21,  I77<*>  Jane,  the  dftughler  of IJoyd, 

E^  and  www  of  Jalm,  ti^htli  JJarl  of  KmhR^many  ]mr«comn»mlcr  tn  rhief 
«r  ukr  forces  ht   Irclind,  who  died  In  nOT. — Maloke.     [It  wm,  u  Mr. 


L 


■  mjtngiilMut  Jut  ttnii^  *'  Atarrvd  m  Ci'i*ultn  fJovagtr  a^ 
!  Why,  cve»7  bodjr  inairin  k  t'ounlc«s  Powajfcr  nf  Iloihn  !'*  And  thnv 
b)  Act,  About  1772.  (hm  ladira  of  tlui  nunc  trsmcd  10  tcoonJ  hu«. 
Jktvy  Lloyd  nuirncd  tu  Mr.  I.Jingtnn  ;  .luiii^  Muitliuid,  widow  uf  .lalin, 
CaH  n  Jtothoi,  reuriol  ibc  Ilunminiblc  P.   ^likiOsnd,  ■cvcnch  mo  of 
Av  Jtfifa   EbI  of  L*uJcni*lc ;  and   Lady  Jvm:  Leslie,  CountcM  of  Rothn, 
lUiip  of  JotiB  RxyiDond  En'Iyn,  Esi|.  taiiKTriid  In  HW  Lunn  Pcpyn,^Ea.'j 

a  (  Haben  Najfcat,  ma  Irish  gestleoiaii,  who  roarried  (the  iccond  of  three  wlv«t} 
Ac  vMcr  wmI  heira*  of  SeaeUry  CraggB,  br  whom  he  aa|uired  ■  oontiderBbla 
(twvanr.  He  wu  ervatcd,  in  1767.  Unmn  NiiRrnI  wid  X'hcmmt  ClAn:!,  Mid  in 
1777.  Cad  N'oi^oiL.  UiiDnlvdaiighUimuTic^  iWtirtt  j'^Iarquiiiof  Ituckingham, 
■•  ahiw  wnwid  wn  ihr  UiW  of  Banm  Nugent  de^ulred.  ImtA  Nu^^nt  wrol« 
i^ncodM  and  light  picco,  which  hjtd  nonif  mml  Axid  a  grcM  vii}(iiu.  lie  died 
b  tTSft.  OoUiiinitb  •ddt«nc<l  to  him  hia  livdy  vcrsn  called  '*  The  Haunch 
xT  VctImo."  The  chuadcii  exhibited  In  ihli  t*^'''^'-'  '^  "^"^  comic,  and  wci* 
m  iuuhl  drawn  from  nature;  but  ffoldNrnith  ought  to  hAvc  coiiftKw.t)  that  he 
W  banswcd  iho  fdsa  aad  mmuc  of  the  details  from  Ooilcau. — Ed.\ 
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Tm»  mulceri  tlilibua  canom  ? 
Tcne  cantoTum  mwIiiUft  Ktupcn;  ? 
Tene  p«r  pictu,  ocilo  deguitr, 

Currcf  e  fonnu  ? 

Inter  eqiudo,  sine  frlle  librr, 
(.Wkn,  vcri  ttudlonir,  Irter, 
RcctiuB  rivca;  auM  qulttiue  carpnt 

GaudtB  gtaluik 

Luiibdi  Ki^udct  puer  otloria, 
Ijusud  (ihlecut  jufcnem  tbntri, 
At  seni,  thixo  M^icntrr  uti 

Tempore  re»t«. 

[The  publication  of  Johnson's  political  in 
exhibited  him  to  the  world  in  a  new  character:  he] 
ceased  now  to  be  considered  as  one  who,  having  been 
occupied  in  literary  studies,  and  more  conversant 
with  books  than  with  men,  knew  little  of  active  life, 
the  views  of  parties,  or  the  artifices  of  designing  meni 
on  the  contrary,  they  discovered  that  he  had,  by  th< 
force  of  his  own  geniim,  and  the  observations  he  h: 
made  on  the  history  of  our  own  and  other  countries 
attahied  to  such  skill  in  the  grand  leading  principle! 
of  ]K)litical  science,  as  are  seldom  acquired  by  those 
in  the  most  active  and  important  sUttious,  even  after 
long  experience;  and  that,  whatever  opinions  he  might 
have  formed  on  this  subject,  he  had  ability  by  strong 
reasoning  to  defend,  and  by  a  manly  and  convincing 
eloquence  to  enforce.  _ 

Mr.  Thrale,  a  man  of  slow  conceptions,  but  of  ai| 
sound  judgment,  was  not  one  of  the  last  that  dis- 
cerned in  his  friend  this  talent,  and  believing  that 
the  exercise  of  it  might  redouml  to  the  benefit  of  the  j 
publick,  entertained  a  design  of  bringing  Johnson  into<f 
parliament.    We  must  suppose  that  he  had  previously 
determined  to  furnish  him  with  a  legal  qualification, 
and  Juhuson,  it  is  certain,  was  willing  to  accept  the  ^ 
trust.  Mr.  Thrale  had  two  meetings  with  the  minister,  | 
who,  at  first,  seemed  inclined  to  find  him  a  scat ;  but, 
whether  uj>ou  convei'sation  lie  doubted  his  fitness  for 
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bis  purpose,  or  that  he  thought  himself  in  no  need  of 
his  assistance,  the  project  failed.] 

Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer,  who  had  been  long  in 
iDtixnacr}'  with  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  his  literary 
ltb<Hirs,  who  was  at  once  his  friendly  agent  in  re- 
reiving  his  pension  for  him,  and  liis  banker  in  sup- 
plying him  with  money  when  he  wanted  it ;  who  was 
himself  now  a  member  of  parliament,  and  who  loved 
much  to  be  employed  in  [lolitical  negotiation;  thought 
be  should  do  eminent  service,  both  to  government 
and  Johnson,  if  he  could  he  the  means  of  his  getting 
a  K&t  in  the  house  of  commons.  With  this  view,  be 
wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury', 
of  which  he  gave  me  a  copy,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
vhicb  is  as  follows  : —  * 

[  *'  Ntw-Kreet,  Man*  30.  I77I. 

**  Si», — You  will  easily  recollect,  when  I  h«(l  the  honour  ol* 

«iottn|t  upon  you  some  time  ago,  I  took  the  liberty  tu  obtHTve 

H yott,  th&t  Dr.  Johnson  would  make  nn  excellent  fi^'ure  jii  ttie 

hamm  of  conuuoiiii,  uiid  heartily  wUhed  he  had  u  lieat  there. 

i  Mj  reamms  are  briefly  theie : 

"  I  know  his  perfect  good  affection  to  his  majeiity,  and  his 
mifgriuncnt,  which  1  am  certain  he  wishes  to  support  by  every 
■MD»  in  his  power. 

*  Be  pcMMcascD  a  f^teiA  share  of  manly,  nervous,  and  ready  elu- 
yciirr  ;  ia  quick  in  discerning  the  strength  iind  weakness  of  an 
i^punent  ;  can  express  himself  with  clearness  and  precision, 
ad  feara  the  face  of  no  man  alive. 

"  His  known  chanurter  as  u  man  of  extraordinary  sense  and 
■Bflapeftcfaed  virtue  would  secure  him  the  attention  of  the 
Inuae,  ms)d  could  not  fail  to  give  him  a  proper  weight  there. 

**  He  i*  capable  of  the  grenteRt  applicjition,  and  can  undergo 
ay  degree  of  labour,  where  he  ttees  it  nc^ri>sary,  luid  where  liis 
Wtit  and  aB'ections  ore  strongly  engaged.  His  majesty's 
mkAgten  might  diereforc  securely  di>pend  on  his  doing,  upon 
ncry  proper  occasion,  the  utmost  thai  could  be  expected  from 
biB.  7*he^'  woidd  6n(l  him  re^tdy  to  vindicate  such  meaaures 
aafeeoded  to  promote  die  stability  uf  govcninicnt,  and  resolute 
md  steady  in  carrying  Uiem  into  execution.     Nor  is  any  thing 
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to  be  npprehcntfetl  from  ihe  supposed  impetuosity  orhis  temper. 
To  tlic  friends  of  Uie  king  you  will  fliul  him  a  lamb,  to  his 
enemies  a  lion. 

"  For  these  reasons,  I  humbly  apprehend  that  he  would  be 
a  very  able  and  usefiil  member.  And  I  will  venture  to  say, 
the  employment  would  not  bo  disajtrfcitble  to  him ;  aiid  know- 
ing, as  I  do,  his  strong  afiiection  to  the  king,  hitt  ability  to  serve 
him  in  that  capBcity,  uid  the  extreme  uxlcjur  with  which  I  am 
convinced  he  would  engage  in  that  service,  I  must  repeat, 
I  wifth  mo«t  heartily  to  dee  hiiu  in  the  house. 

"  If  you  think  tliis  wurtby  of  attention,  you  will  be  pU 
to  take  a  convenient  opportunity  of  mentioning  it  to 
North.  If  bis  lordship  should  happily  approve  of  it,  I  abaU 
have  the  satisfaction  of  having  been,  in  some  degree^  the 
humble  instrument  of  doing  my  country,  in  my  opinion,  a  very 
essential  service.  I  know  your  good-nature,  and  your  zeul  for 
the  publick  welfare,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  giving  you  tliis 
trouble.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Mr,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  "  Williaji  Strauan." 


This  recommendation,  we  know,  was  not  effectualij 
bnt  liow,  or  for  what  reason,  ctn  only  l>e  ronjecliirefl '. 
It  is  not  to  be  believed  thatMr.  Strahan  would  have 
applied,  unless  Johnson  had  approved  of  U.   I  never 
heard  him  menlion  the  subject ;  but  at  a  later  period 
of  his  life,  when  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  told  Iiini  thj 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke  had  said,  tlint  if  he  bad  com< 
early  into  parliament,  he  certainly  would  have  beei 
the  greatest  s|)eaker  that  ever  was  there,  Johnsoi 
exclaimed,  "  I  should  like  to  try  my  hand  now." 

It  has  been  tiuich  agitate<l  among  his  friends  am 
others,  whether  he  would  have  been  a  powerful 
speaker  in  parliament,  )iad  lie  been  brought  in  when 
advanced  in  life.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  his 
extensive  k^lowledge,  his  quickness  and  force  of  mind, 
his  vivacity  and  richness  of  exjiression,  his  wit  and 

>  |liDid  Suwcll  hu  lolA  the  editor,  ifajkt  it  wm  undi-nuiod  Bnionght  John- 
MM)'>  I'rtgrult  t)i«t  "  I.iitil  North  va«  itfraid  Uiit  Jaimaim'n  hfly  (u  be  binitcif 
nald  or  Lord  Chi--«tcn:cld's)  mlj^t  have  been  MunctimM  embtirriiutiiff."  •'  lie 
pcrhapa  ihont^ht,  aod  Dot  unrMMiubly,"  addvd  Lord  Stow<.ll,  "thni,  like  the 
dtqthani  in  the  Iwttlc,  he  wps  quite  iw  iikcly  to  trample  down  his  MFiidsi  ••  hi» 
fovs." — Ku.  I 
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bumour,  and  abo%'e  all,  hi.s  jKti^ancy  of  sarcasm, 
would  have  had  great  effect  iti  a  popular  assembly ; 
and  that  the  magnitude  of  his  figure,  and  striking 
peculiarity'  of  his  manner,  would  have  aided  the  effect. 
Bat  I  remember  it  was  observed  by  Mr.  Flood,  that 
Johnson,  haWng  been  long  used  to  sententious 
brevity,  and  the  short  flights  of  conversation,  might 
bane  failed  in  that  continued  and  expanded  kind  of 
irgument,  which  is  requisite  in  stating  complicated 
matters  in  publick  s|>faking ;  anil  as  a  proof  of  this  he 
mentioned  the  supposed  speeches  in  parliament  ^vrit- 
tea  by  him  for  the  magazine,  none  of  which,  in  his 
opinion,  were  at  all  like  real  debates,  'llie  opinion 
of  one  who  was  himself  so  eminent  an  orator,  must 
be  allowed  to  have  great  weight.  It  was  con6rmc(l 
by  Sir  William  Scott  [Lord  Stowell],  who  mentioned 
that  Johnson  had  told  hira»  that  he  had  several  times 
tried  to  speak  in  the  Society  of  Arts  and  Manufac- 
tures, but  ''  had  found  he  could  not  get  on'."  From 
Mr,  William  Gerard  Hamilton  I  have  heard,  that 
Johnson,  when  observing  to  him  that  it  was  prudent 
far  a  man  who  had  not  been  accustomed  to  speak  in 
publick,  to  begin  his  speech  in  as  simple  a  manner  aa 
poasible,  acknowledged  that  he  rose  in  that  society  to 
deliver  a  speech  which  he  had  prepared;  *'but," 
toid  he,  "all  my  flowers  of  oratory  forsook  me."  I 
hoirever  cannot  help  wishing,  that  he  /tad  "  tried  his 
hand"  in  parliament;  and  I  wonder  that  ministry  did 
not  make  the  experiment. 

•  Dr.  Eippt*,  htrwcTo-  {BiagraiA.  Brilan.  article  *' J.Oirittrt  Cooper,"  p. 

SS^  B.  iw  <4t(.}.  wjK,  that  be  **  once  hmnl  lit.  JohnaiHi  %p>:ak  in  lti<.-  Society 
rf  Aru  Hid  SI taufactunx,  upon  »  subject  rd^tivc  lo  mccliaiiicki,  witli  a  |>n>> 
■cklj,  penpKa'uj,  nntl  ntrrgy,  which  txcim)  gi-ticm)  iuUiiirulin(i."_-.MAi.nME. 
[WsctfmMgivccRdil  toUr.  KippU's  kcouik  iigam.«T.Iohii»orrfi<iwniUBUinicnt 
iiibJiiiI  to  Lord  Sunwdl  and  Mr.  lUaiaton ;  bat  crca  if  wc  could,  an«  Kpeech 
it  Ikc  tteCKty  of  Ana  VTa  no  tent  of  what  Johnson  might  havi:  twvn  able  to  do 
i*  iMMiinmr ;  iful  it  may  b«  nupccted  tliM  nt  ibc  age  of  tiity-two  he,  with 
«A  lab  lal«it»,  would  havi:  failed  to  acquire  that  MculUr  Ucl  ami  dexterity, 
widkdnl  which  even  (;R3t  abilities  do  not  saccrcu  in  tiwi  viTy  fa«lidioui  a*. 

^ty — eu.) 


nnwk. 
p.  613. 


[Johnson  himself  wa;;,  in  Sir  J.  Hawkins's  opinion 
a  little  soured  by  this  disappoiutiiieut ;  and  he  after- 
wards spoke  of  Lord  North  in  terms  of  asperity.] 

[It  was,  says  Mrs.  Piozzi,  in  1775  that  Mr. 
Burke  made  the  famous  speech '  in  parliament, 
that  struck  even  foes  with  admiratiou,  anil  frioiids 
with  delight.  Among  the  nameless  thousands 
who  are  contented  to  echo  thosi;  praises  they  have 
not  skill  to  invent,  I  ventured,  Ih^fore  Dr.  Johnson 
himself}  to  applaud,  with  rapture,  tlie  beautifid  pas- 
sage in  it  concerning  Lord  Bathurst  and  the  angel ; 
"  which,"  said  the  doctor,  "  had  I  been  in  the  house, 
I  would  have  answered  ////«; 


I 


"Suj>pose,  Mr.  Spenker,  that  to  Whnrton,or  to  Marlborough, 
or  to  uiiy  of  tlic  cuiiiient  n-higa  of  the  lust  age,  the  Divil  had, 
not  witli  any  great  irapropritty,  consented  to  appear  ;  he  woald 
perhaps  in  somewhat  like  tliesc  wordd  huvc  conitneneed  the  ^ 
conversation :  fl 

"  Vou  seem,  my  lord,  to  b«  concerned  at  the  judiciouR  ap< 
preheniiiun,  that    while  you    are  sapping;  the  foutuUttionn  of 
royalty  at  home,  and  propagating  here  the  dangerous  doctrine 
of  reaiittaiicc,  the  diittance  of  America  may  Kecure  it«i  inhabitants 
from  ynur  art$,  though  active :   but  I  m-iU  unfohl  to  you  the 
gay  prospects  of  futurity.     This  people,  now  so  innocent  and 
hannW»A,  ohnll  draw  the  sword  against  their  mother-country, 
and  bathe  it»  point  in  the  blomi  of  their  benefactors :  this  people, 
uow  contented  witbu  \ittle,  ahull  Uien  refu&e  to  ttparc,  what  they  h 
themselves  confes-t  they  could  not  mi<»  ;  and  theite  men,  now  sofl 
honest  and  so  griteiiil,  sliiill,  in  return  for  peace  .ind  for  pro- 
tection, sec  their  vile  agents  in  the  houiie  of  parliament,  thereto 
sow  the  seeds  of  sedition,  and  propagate  confusion,  perplexity,fl 
and  pain.     Be  not  diapirited  then  at  the  contemplation  of  their 
present  happy  stale;  I  pniniisc  yuii  tlint  nrmrchy.  p<tverty.  mid 
death,  shall,  by  my  care,  l>o   carried   even    arroHs  the  .«p.iciou( 
Atlantic,  and  settle  In  America  it&ctf,  the  sure  consequences 
our  beloved  whiggism." 


Tliis  Mrs   Piozzi   thought  a  thing  so  very  par- 
ticular, thai  she  begged  his  leave  to  write  it  down 


i 


(On  the  3SM  Maith,  177d.— £d.1 


r^«TAT.  03. 


dirertly»  before  any  thing;  L-ould  interwnt!  that  inijyht 
make  her  foiget  the  force  of  the  expressions.] 

I  ["TO  MIKS  LANOTO.N. 

f  '*  I:«ndan,  I7ili  A|iTil,  1771- 

**  Madam, — If  I  coultl  have  flattered  myw-'lfthiit  my  letters 
eovld  have  |pvm  pleasure,  i)r  Lave  alleviutcd  pah),  I  should  not 
hnm  omitted  to  write  t"  a  lady  ti)  whuin  I  du  sim-erely  wUli 
every  increase  uf  pleuaure,  and  f  very  niiligntion  of  uncasinens. 
■•  I  knew,  dear  madoiit,  that  a  very  heavy  afflictiim '  had  I'allen 
■poa  you  ;  but  it  was  one  ofthose  M-hk-h  the  established  course 
of  mtnre  nmkes  necesaary,  and  to  which  kind  words  |rive  no 
fdicf.     HucccM  i§  on  tliese  uccasioiis  to  be  expected  *mly  iVoni 

"  Yoar  censure  ol'me,  a*  deficient  in  Ixi^ud^hip,  is  therefore 
too  severe.  I  have  neither  been  uiifriendl}',  nor  intentiunally 
andivtl.  The  notiee  witli  which  you  have  honoured  me.  I  have 
amther  lbr|;ottf'n,  nor  remembered  witliout  plcajiure. 

"  Tlie  calamity  of  ill  health,  your  brother  will  tell  you  that 
J  Wve  hjul,  since  I  saw  yuii,  suHieient  reason  to  know  and  to 
fixy.  Bat  this  is  anotlier  evW  agiuust  whicli  we  can  receive 
he\\t  from  one  another.  I  eiu)  only  iidviw  you,  and  I  ad- 
you  with  great  eamestnefis,  to  do  nothing  th.it  may  hurt 
■nd  to  reject  nothing  tliut  luuy  du  you  good,  To  preiier\-a 
WaUh  is  a  mural  and  religioua  duty  :  for  health  is  Uie  bafeis  of* 
Ji  aocial  virtues;  we  can  be  u^ieful  no  lunger  iJiun  while  we 
ate  well. 

"  If  the  family  knows  tlutt  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will 
be  pleaded  to  lutdie  my  complinienls. 

••  I  flatter  my»iell'with  the  ho|>e$  of  seeing  Langton  after  Lady 
Balhra'n  recovery  ;  juid  then  I  hope  tliat  you  and  I  shall  renew 
aar  cooieTenccs.  and  tJmt  I  shall  lind  you  willing  as  tunneily  to 
bik  and  to  hear  ;  and  shall  be  ogiun  admitted  to  the  honour  of 
hmg,  nuckun,  your  most  obedient  and  most  httmble  servantj 

"  Sam.  Jounson."] 

I  at  lengtli  renewed  a  correspondence  whith  had 


(feni. 

Wag. 
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Ijivcn  mp  anxioty  .ind  um>as)nc««  ;  for  although  I  nm  conwimu 
that  my  veneration  and  love  for  Mr.  Jolinson  have  never  in  the 
least  abated,  yet  I  have  deferred  for  almoKt  a  year  and  a  half 
to  write  to  him."  ^ 

In  the  subsequent  part  of  this  letter,  t  gave  him 
an  account  of  my  comfortable  life  as  a  married  man ', 
and  a  lawyer  in  practice  at  the  Scotch  bar;  invited 
him  to  Scotland,  and  promised  to  attend  him  to  the 
Highlands  and  Hebrides. 

"  DR.  JOHNSON  TO  JAMES  nOSWELL.  ESQ. 

"■  London,  20ih  June.  I77I- 
"  Dear  ntn, — If  you  are  now  able  to  comprehend  that   I 
might  neglect  to  write  M-ithout  diminution  of  uFeelion^  you  have 
taught  me,  likewise,  how  that  neglect  may  be  uneftsily   felt 
without  resentment.     I  wished  for  your  letter  n  long  time,  and 
wlicn  it  came,  it  amply  recompensed  the  delay.     I  never  was 
so  much  pleased  as  now  with  your  account  of  yourself;  anc 
■incerely  hope,  tliat  between  publiek  busine-wi,  improving 
diea,  and  domestick  pleasures,  neither  melancholy  nor  cnprif 
will  find  any  place  for  entrance.     WHiatever  philosophy  maj 
determine  of  material  nature,  it  is  certiinly  true  ofintellectuali 
nature,  tliat  it  abhors  a  vacuum  :  our  mind*  cannot  l>e  empty  ; 
and  evil  will  break  in  upon  tliem,  if  they  are  not  pre-oecupied 
by  good.     My  dear  sir,  mind  your  studies,  mind  your  business^] 
make  your  lady  happy,  and  be  a  good  Christian.     Alter  this. 


trisUiiBin  ec  nietus 


TnuJra  protrrrw  in  inw*  ('Tcllcam 
Portare  ventit.' 

"  If  we  perform  our  duty,  we  shall  be  sate  and  steady,  *  She 
per,'  &c.  whether  we  climb  the  Highlands,  or  are  toKsed  ainong^f 
the  Hebrides  ;  and  1  hope  the  time  \»'ill  come  when  we  niay^" 
try  uur  powers  both  witli  cliffs  and  water.     I  see  but  little  of 
Lord  ElibankS  I   know  not  why;  perhaps  by  ray  own  tkulUj 

I  [Mr.  PmnrvU  had  mxnict]  in  November,  I'JBQ,  Miss  Mnrgurd  Mont 
merie,  nf  thv  Imwly  of  the;  .Montgonicnts  of  Lainihiwc,  who  «cr«  biron«ta,  i 
eUitncd  the  peiiaKc  of  l.ylf.  Dr.  JohriMOi  uya  of  thi*  Uily  lo  Mm.  TUrale, 
in  a  Irtt^r  fnnn  Aiicliinln-k,  23(1  Aii^iit,  177?.  '*  Mra.  Bl^oswcU  [  hu  the  mien 
■nd  monpiCT  of  •  fttntlevoman,  And  f\ich  a  pirv)n  tad  mind  as  would  not  in  injr 
jiliwc  eiihui  be  ailmircd  or  i-oiu!eiiiiic'd.  Slu-  it  in  a  proper  dt)^n-  infi-riur  to  her 
huftband :  «hr  ninnot  rival  him,  nor  mn  he  ever  bc  ukharaod  of  hrr."  — Eb.J 

•  [Furiclt  Mum/,  fifth  l^ord  Klibank.     lie  had  been  ia  the  wmij,  and 
iftvtil  an  N  culimrl  in  ilic  exptdition  ngainkl  Cnnha^-na  in  1740.     Hr  wm  a 
man  of  wlc  ai;d  talcntD,  an(t  wrote  enmc  luicia  rcUlive  to  lllc  sucistici  and  hbtoryj 
of  Scotland,     lie  AitA  in  I77B El>.] 
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1  am  tbU  daj  going  into  Staffurdshire  and  Dvrbyehire  for  tax 
wcelw.  1  am,  dear  sir,  your  ini»t  u^ectionnte,  itnd  most  bum- 
ble wrvant,  "  Sau,  Jounsoh." 

["  DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

"  Ltdilkld,  23(1  June,  I77).  vuL  L 
**  L«it  night  I  came  safe  to  Lichfield  ;  this  day  I  was  visited  ^  ^^' 
hf  Mr*.  Cobb.  This  afternoon  I  went  to  Airs.  Aston,  where  I 
ftvDd  MiwT^urton^.  and  M-aited  on  herhtmie.  Aliiu  T^urtonJ 
VESTS  apectaclcA,  and  cun  hardly  climb  the  stiles.  I  was  not 
tirrd  at  all,  either  last  night  or  to-day.  ftfigg  Porter  is  very 
fciad  to  mc.     Her  dog  aiid  cats  ore  all  well." 

"  A*hl)oumc.  SJ  .»u]y,  1771.  p.  39. 
"  Lsit  Saturday  I  came  to  Aahboume — Ashhourne  in  the 
^tak.  Let  not  the  barren  name  of  the  Peak  terrify  yoii ;  I 
haw  never  wanted  ;$trawbernc9  and  cream.  Tlie  great  buU 
haa  tto  'fftf"*  but  age.  I  hope  in  time  to  be  like  the  great 
hdki   <Bi^  hope  you  will  be  like  him  too  a  hundred  yeara 


ft 


*^  AAhbdunw,  7lh  July,  ]771.       p.  40, 
Poor  Dr.  Taylor  is  ill,  and  under  my  govomniein ;  you 
that  the  act  of  government  is  learned  by  obedience ;  1 
hope  I  can  govern  very  tolerably. 

"  The  old  rheumatism  is  come  again  into  my  face  and  mouth, 
baC  iwchtng  yet  to  the  lumbago;  however,  having  so  long 
ihasght  it  gone,  I  do  not  like  its  return. 

"  Misa  Porter  was  much  pleased  to  be  mentioned  in  your 
letUT,  and  is  sure  that  I  have  spoken  better  of  her  tluui  she 
deserred.  She  holds  that  both  Frank  and  his  master  are  mtich 
ai|iiuicd.  T)ie  mHhter,  she  says,  is  not  half  k»  lounging  and 
mt^jf  MM  he  was;  there  was  no  sudi  thing  last  year  as  getting 
\im  off  his  chair." 

**  A»hboum«,  atli  July,  t77I.       p,  ig. 

■*  0r.  Taylor  is  better,  and  is  gone  out  in  the  chaise.  My 
Anmatiam  ia  better  too. 

*  I  voold  have  beeu  glad  to  go  to  Hagley,  in  compliance 
»ilh  Mr.  Ijyttehon's'  kind  invitation,  for,  heflide  the  pleosure 
rfhia  eocnpony,  I  should  have  liad  the  opportunity  of  recollect* 
iag  past  times,  and  wandering /»rr  montrs  nolos^  ft  fiamina  uola, 
tl  recalling  the  image*  of  sixteen,  and  re\-iewing  my  conversa- 

ITba  votU  oT  I«ord  LyttdutL,  who  lived  U  Little  Uigley.—ED.j 
;r%M  *  Mrs.  Thnle'a  bosk.— £d.| 
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LrttCTs,  tions  wUh  poor  Fori! '.     Hut  this  ye«r  wiU  not  bring  tlua  gnt^- 
*"ii'      fication  wiUuii  my  power.      I  proinisietl  *l'ayl"r  a  montli.      Every 

thing  is  done  here  to  please  me ;  and  his  health  is  a  Ktrong . 

reaiion  against  desertion  "] 

"T«>  HIK  JOSIirA  REYNOLDS,  IN  LETCE8TER.FIELDS. 
"  A»hbonme  in  Pcrljy«hire,  I7ih  July,  1771* 

*'  Dkah  aia, — Wien  I  cimie  to  Lichfield,  I  louiid  that  my 
portrait*  had  been  much  visited,  and  much  admired.     Every 
man  has  a  lurking  wish  to  appear  eoit<uderable  in  hin  native 
place  ;  and  I  was  plen.sed  with  the  dignity  conferred  by  such  &j 
testimony  of  your  regard. 

"  Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept  the  thaiiki-  of,  air,  your] 
mo«  obliged,  and  most  humble  servant,         "  Sam.  Johnson. 

"  Cnmplimenia  to  M\s»  Reynolds." 

«  TO  DR.  JOUNSON. 

"  EdinbuTgl),  'i^1i\  July,  1771. 
"  Mv  DXAK  6IB. — The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Beattie,  profeiisei 
of  mt>ral  phil(«ophy  at  Aberdeen,  is  desirous  of  lieing  intro-1 
dueed  to   your  acquai titmice.     IIl!>  geniuH  aiid   Uviriitng,  andj 
labours  lu  the  service  of  virtue  and  religiun,  render  him  veryj 
wortliy  of  it:  and  as  he  hits  a  high  esteem  of  your  cliaracter, 
hope  you  will  give  him  a  fuvourable  reception.     I  ever  aui,  &c.\ 

"  Jamhs  BOSWRLI.." 

(-'DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

"l,U:!ifidd,  S<n.  3cl  Aiifr  I??!- 

"  Having  stayed  my  raontli  with  Taylor,  I  came  away  o( 
Wednesday,  leaving  him,  I  think,  in  a  di.sposition  of  mind  nt 
very  nnrommoii,  at  once  weary  of  my  stay,  and  gricvetl  at  m] 
departure.  ' 

••  My  purpose  was  to  have  made  haste  to  you  m»d  StreathoiD  ^^j 
and  who  would  have  exjH^cted  that  I  should  have  been  8tappe^^| 
by  Lucy  ?  Hearing  mc  give  Franda  orders  to  take  in  places, 
she  told  me  that  I  nhould  not  f^a  till  iifter  next  week.  1  thought 
it  proper  to  comply  ;  for  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  1  could 
pleane,  and  proud  of  showing  you  that  I  do  not  came  km  uiii> 
versal  outcast  Lucy  is  likewise  a  very  peremptory  maiden ; 
and  if  I  had  gone  without  permission,  I  am  not  very  sure 
I  might  have  been  welcome  at  anotlier  time.'  ] 

*  Coroelhu  Ford,  hb  mothcr'ii  ncpliev. —  Pioxzi' 

*  Th«  MCOnJ  |)OiuaIt  or.r<>hruu)n,  iHtiniitl  by  Sir  Jn&tiuA  Reynolds ;  with 
arma  nisctU  and  Ms  luiuls  bent.     It  wm  nt  Uii*  time,  it  i*  brlirvrd,  in  thai 

pc»K«iilon  of  MiM  Lucy  Foricr,  iod  U  Mill  probably  u  Lichfield MaLoxI 

[It  U  now  the  liroimljr  of  lite  Manjiiin  »r  Sl-ifTunl. — Ktt.] 
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"TO  BEN'Nl^T  LANOTON,  ESQ.  AT  LANGTOX. 

"2Jlil(  Auiptsi,  1771, 

"  Dkab  SIB,— I  am  lately  returned  fi-©m  Staflbriishirc  and 
Derbyshire.  The  last  letter  mentions  two  othcr«  which  yvu 
Wre  written  to  me  since  you  received  my  puiiiphlet.  Of  ihesc 
two  I  never  hail  but  one,  in  which  you  mentioned  a  drsign  of 
Sootlutid,  iind,  by  consequence,  put  my  journey  tt> 
out  of  my  tllouglK-s.  My  sunmier  wanderinK*  are 
over,  and  I  am  engaging  in  a  very  great  work,  the  rcvi»ion 
flf  my  DictJonary ;  from  which  I  know  not,  at  present,  how  to 
grtiiKMe. 

"  IT  you  have  observed,  or  been  told,  any  errours  or  omissions, 
jm  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by  letting  mc  know  them. 

"  L*dj  Rothea,  1  find,  has  disappointed  you  and  herself. 
Ladies  will  have  llicse  tricks.  The  queen  and  31  m.  Thrale, 
both  ladie«  of  experience,  yet  both  mi»sed  their  reckoning  thii 
tammei .     I  hope,  a  few  months  will  recompense  your  uneaai- 

'  **  Please  to  tell  Lady  Kothes  how  highly  I  valuPthe  honour 
oTImx  invitation,  which  it  i!<  my  purpose  to  obey  a»  10011  as  I 
Sace  ilii^engaged  myself  In  the  meun  Time  I  shall  hojM.'  to 
hnr  often  of  her  Udy&hip,  anil  every  day  l>ettcr  news  and 
better,  till  1  hear  that  you  Iiave  both  the  happiness,  which  to 
both  »»  xtry  oincerely  wished  by,  sir,  yoiu-  most  affectionate 
and  nioit  humble  servant,  "  Sam.  JonNsoN." 

In  October  I  again  wrote  to  hii»,  thaiikiufj  him 
for  his  last  letter,  and  his  obligiug  reception  of  Mr. 
Beatiie;  irirunniog  him  that  I  had  been  ut  Alnwick 
litely.  atid  had  good  accounts  of  IiijJi  from  Dr.  Percy. 

[In  October,  1771, .lehn  Hell.Ewi.  of  Hertfordshire,  ^^^y^ 
I  gmitleinan  with  wlioiu  he  h::d  maintained  a  luii^  P'  '^''* 
and  strict  friendship,  hud  the  mi.sfortune  to  lose  his 
wife,  and  wished  John5!on,  from  the  outUnes  of  her 
duracter,  wliich  be  sliould  give  him,  and  biN  own 
loKTwlcdge  of  her  worth,  to  compose  a  monumental 
iBicripttou  for  her :  he  returned  the  husband  thanks 
Un  the  confidence  he  placed  in  him,  and  acr[U)tted 
WmBelf  of  the  task  in  a  fine  enloginm,  now  to  he  seen 
in  the  parish  chtirch  of  \Vatford  in  Hertfordshire.] 
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In  liis  religious  record  of  this  year  we  observe  that 
he  was  better  than  usxuil,  botli  in  IkkIv  arid  mind,  and 
belter  satisfied  with  the  regularity  of  his  conduct. 
But  he  is  still  "  trying  his  ways"  too  rigorously.  He 
charges  himself  with  not  rising  early  enough;  yet  he 
mentions  what  was  surely  a  sufficient  excuse  for  this, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  duty  seriously  required,  as  he  all 
his  life  appears  to  have  thought  it. 

"  One  great  hindersnce  is  wnnt  of  rest;  my  nocturnal  coiii-*J 
plaints  fftaw  less  troublesome  towards  rooming;  and  I  ami 
tempted  to  repair  the  dcfieiendes  of  the  nigUt." 

Alas!  how  hard  would  it  be,  if  this  indulgence^ 
were  to  be  imputed  to  a  ak-U  man  as  a  crime.  Taj 
his  retrospect  on  the  following  Easter-eve,  he  says: 

p.  109.  '*  When  I  review  the  Uat  year,  I  am  able  to  recollect  so  litdel 
dune,  that  shame  and  M>rraw,  though  perhaps  too  weakly,  coma) 
upon  me." 

Had  he  been  judging  of  any  one  else  in  the  same 
circumstances,  how  cleai'  would  he  have  been  on  the 
favourable  side.  How  very  difficult,  and  in  my  opi- 
nion almost  constitutionally  impossible  it  was  for  liimH 
to  I)e  raised  early,  even  by  the  strongest  resolutions, 
appears  from  a  note  in  one  of  his  little  pajier  books 
{containing  words  arranged  for  his  Dictionary),  writ- 
ten, I  suppose,  about  1753: 

"  I  do  not  remember  that,  since  I  left  Oxford,  I  ever  raa»1 
early  by  mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edial,  and  two  oe| 
three  times  for  the  Rambler  '." 

I  think  lie  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted 
his  mind  on  the  subject,  by  concluding  that  be  wasi 
physically  incapable  of  what  is  at  best  but'a  coramo-| 
dlous  regulation. 

In  1772  he  was  altogcthtT  quiescent  as  an  authour; 


'I And  '•fortlir  Rutiblvr,''  itcituU  hnrdlyliaM  boco  "  by mrrr chmcr." — Eu.J 


but  it  will  be  fuund,  from  the  various  evidences  which 
I  shall  bring  together,  that  his  mind  was  acute,  lively, 


«Dn.  JOUNSON  TO  SIR  JOSHUA  REVN'OLDS. 

"  27tli  February,  I77*. 
ISteAR  SIM, — Be  pleased  lo  Bfiid  to  Jfr.  Bunks,  whose  place 
lOO  I  do  not  know,  this  not*;,  which  I  have  sent  open, 
due,  if  you  please,  you  may  rend  it. 

••  %%Ticn  you  send  it,  do  not  use  your  own  se*].     I  am,  sir, 
most  humble  servant,  "  Sam.  Juunhvn." 


I 


"I)B.  JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  BANKS,  ESQ. 

"  Johi)WQ'».court,  Ple>el-»ln«t,  »30i  Feb,  1778. 
*'  PcT^luB  unbiiA  \tia  tori  prmnia  lictu 
flxv  tiftlwt  altriiri  Capn  iKCunJk  Jovii '. 

••  Sin, — I  rcluni  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr.  Solaiidtr  for  the 
pIcMurc  which  I  received  in  yesterdny's  ct >n versa ti on.     I  could 
ddC  recollect  a  motto  for  your  goat,  but  have  given  her  one. 
Tou.  *ir,  may  perhjijin  have  Jin  epick  poem  from  some  happier 
thftlij  flir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 


u  JAMES  BOSITELI^  E^'Q.  TO  DR.  JOHNSON. 
'•  My  okab  arn, — It  is  hard  that  I  canmit  prevail  on  you  to 
writf  to  me  o(\ener.  But  I  am  convinced  that  it  i«  in  vain  to 
expect  from  you  a  private  correspondence  with  any  regularity. 
I  must,  therefurej  look  upon  you  tn  a  fountain  of  wisdom,  from 
whence  few  rills  are  communicated  to  a  dlHttmce,  and  which 
■ttfC  be  approached  at  its  source,  to  partake  fully  of  jta  virtues. 


**  I  am  coining  to  London  »oon,  and  am  to  ap(>car  in  an  ap. 
pad  frum  the  court  of  session  in  the  hotine  of  lonln.  A  RchooU 
■UflCer  in  Scotland  was,  by  a  court  of  ini'erior  jurisdiction,  de- 
prired  of  his  office,  for  beinj;  nomi'what  severe  in  the  cha^tise- 
nrnt  of  his  fchol:in).  'Hie  court  of  sensiun  amsidering  it  to  be 
duigeroiii  to  the  interest  of  learning  and  education,  to  lessen 

•  Thui  inraJatMl  bj  a  fVicnd  :— 

**  la  tknm  icanr  kcucuI  to  ttie  nurw  nf  Jo<n\ 

Thi*  goat,  who  twice  the  world  had  iravenwl  joaad, 
I>e«TvlDg  botli  ha  tuMtet'a  care  acd  love. 
Vmc  vkI  pcrpeluii  |iulHr<r  now  lim  fuiii:il.'' 
IKothtt  ike  ari^iul  mir  the  tr«uJa(Hm  wiU  aii  iriictt  ia  ihc  f wtical  fame 
tfMr.  Bofwcir*  fricodi.     Thci^ulin  iccmit  fUMicululysUirand  |>u(» — I^d.] 
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the  dignity  of  teachers,  and  make  them  afraid  of  too  indulgent 
parents,  instigated  by  the  complaints  of  their  children,  restored 
him.  His  enemies  have  appealed  to  the  house  of  lords,  though 
the  salary  is  only  twenty  pounds  a  year.  I  was  counsel  for  him 
here.  I  hope  there  will  be  little  fear  of  a  reversal ;  but  I  must 
beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plan  of  supporting  the  decree.  It 
is  a  general  question,  and  not  a  point  of  particular  law. 

"  I  am,  &c.  "  Jaues  Boswbll." 

"UR.  JOHNSON  TO  JAMES  BOSWELL,  ESQ. 

"  lath  March,  1772-   " 

"  Dear  sib, — That  you  are  coming  so  soon  to  town  I  am 
very  glad ;  and  still  more  glad  that  yuu  are  coming  as  an  ad- 
vocate. I  think  nothing  more  likely  to  make  your  life  pass 
happily  away,  than  that  consciousness  of  your  own  value,  which 
eminence  in  your  profession  will  certainly  confer.  If  I  can 
give  you  any  collateral  help,  1  hope  j'ou  do  not  suspect  that  it 
will  be  wanting.  My  kindness  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of 
singular  virtue,  nor  the  reproach  of  singular  prejudice.  Whe- 
ther to  love  you  be  right  or  wrong,  I  have  many  on  my  side : 
Mrs.  Thrale  loves  you,  and  Mrs.  Williams  loves  you,  and  what 
would  have  inclined  me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  be- 
fore, you  are  a  great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beattie. 

"  Of  Dr.  Beattie  I  should  have  thought  much,  but  that  his 
lady  puts  him  out  of  my  head  ;  she  is  a  very  lovely  woman. 

"  The  ejection  wliich  you  come  hither  to  oppose,  appears  very 
cruel,  unreasonable,  and  oppressive.  I  should  think  there  could 
not  be  much  doubt  of  your  success. 

"  My  health  grows  better,  yet  I  am  not  fully  recovered.  I 
believe  it  is  held,  that  men  do  not  recover  very  fast  after  three- 
score. I  hope  yet  to  see  Beattie's  college:  and  have  not  given 
up  the  western  voyage.  But  however  all  this  may  be  or  not, 
let  us  try  to  make  each  other  happy  wlien  we  meet,  and  not 
refer  our  pleasure  to  distant  times  or  distant  places. 

"  How  comes  it  that  you  tell  me  nothing  of  your  lady  ?  I 
hope  to  see  her  some  time,  and  till  then  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of 
her.     I  am,  dear  sir,  &(■.  '■  Sam.  Johnson." 

"  DK.  JOHNSON  TO  BENNET  LANOTON,  ESQ. 
AT  LANGTON. 

"I4th  March,  1772. 
"  Dkab  Slit, — I  congratulate  you  and  Lady  Rothes  on  your 
little  man,  and  hope  you  will  all  be  many  years  happy  together. 
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Poor  Mas  Langton  can  bave  littlo  part  in  the  joy  of  li» 
She  ibis  day  called  her  uunt  Langton  to  receive  the 
leot  with  her;  tind  made  me  talk  yes^tenlBy  on  isui-h  sub- 
»  rait  her  ccmdttion.  It  will  pn>bahly  be  her  vinticum. 
I  I  Hirely  tired  nut  uientiun  iigBin  tluit  !i|ic  wishes  to  see  her  mo* 
■  tber.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
^^^L  "  8am.  Johnson." 

B  On  tlie  2l8t  of  March^  I  was  hapj)y  to  find  myself 
Hhiuu  in  iny  fricud's  study,  and  was  glad  to  see  my 
^W  ;M.-<piaintaiKv,  Mr.  Krancis  liaTher.  who  has  now 
fttumeil  lioine.  Dr.  .lohnson  received  ine  >vitli  a 
iKmrty  welcome;  Haying,  "  I  am  glad  you  are  come, 
and  glad  yon  are  come  n{>on  such  an  errand :"  (aU 
lading  to  the  cauBeof  the  schoolmaster.)  BoswEH.. 
**  I  biipe,  .sir,  he  will  be  in  no  danger.  It  is  a  very 
dvUcate  matter  to  interfere  between  a  master  and  hia 
icholars  :  nor  do  I  see  huw  you  can  fix  the  degree  of 
■rverity  tbat  a  master  may  use."  Johnson.  "  Why, 
fcir,  till  you  can  fix  the  degree  of  obstinacy  and  neg- 
ligence of  the  scholars,  yon  cannot  fix  the  degree  of 
«verily  of  the  master.  Severity  must  be  continued 
until  obstinacy  be  subdued,  and  negligence  be  cured." 
He  mentioned  the  severity  of  Hunter,  his  own  mas- 
ter. **Sir  (Raid  I),  Hunter  is  a  Scotch  name:  so  it 
ibouM  seem  this  schoolmaster  who  beat  yon  so  se- 
Teivly  was  a  Scotchman.  I  can  now  account  for 
your  prejudice  against  the  Scotch."  Johnson.  "Sir, 
be  was  not  Scotch ;  and,  abating  liis  brutality,  he 
va«  a  verj*  good  master." 

We  talked  of  his  two  political  panifihlets,  "  The 
False  Alarm,"  and  "  Thoughts  concerning  Falkland's 
{sUnds.*"  Johnson.  "  >Vell,  sir,  which  of  them  did 
vou  think  the  best  ?"  Bos"'EI.l.  "1  liked  the  second 
bcKl."  JoiiNSON.  "  Wliy,  sir.  I  liked  the  first  best; 
aiMl  B«attie  liked   the  first  1)esl.     Sir,   there   is   a 
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subtlety  of  disquisition  in  the  first,  that  is  woitn  all 
the  fire  of  the  seroiul."  liosWEi.l..  "  Pray,  sir,  is  It 
true  that  Lord  Nortli  paid  you  a  visit,  and  that  you 
got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to  your  pension?" 
Johnson.  '*  No,  sir.  Except  what  I  had  from  the 
bookseller,  1  did  not  get  a  farthing  by  tlieni.  And 
between  you  and  nie,  I  believe  Lord  North  is  no 
friend  *  to  nie."  Bosw'KLL.  "  How  so,  sir  ?'*  John- 
son. •'  ^^^ly,  sir,  you  cnunot  aceount  for  the  fancies 
of  men.  Well,  how  does  Lord  Klibank?  and  how 
does  Lord  Monboddo?"  Boswell.  "  Ven-  wcll» 
sir.  Lord  Monboddo '  still  inuiiitaiiis  the  superiority 
of  the  savage  life."  Johnson,  "  AV'hat  strange  nar- 
rowness uf  mind  iiuw  is  tliat,  to  think  tlie  things  we 
have  not  known  are  better  than  the  tilings  which 
we  have  known.*'  Boswei,!,.  *'  Why,  sir,  that  is 
a  common  prejudice."  Johnson.  "Yes,  sir,  but  a 
cummou  prejudice  should  not  be  found  in  one  whose 
trade  it  is  to  rectify  errour." 

A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  go  as  a 
mate  in  the  ship  along  with  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  So- 
lunder.  Dr.  Joliuson  asked  what  were  the  names  of 
the  ships  destined  for  the  expedition  \  The  gentle- 
man answered,  they  were  once  to  be  called  the  Drake 
and  tilt*  Kftlegh,  but  now  they  were  to  be  callwl  the 
Kesolutiou  and  the  Adventure.    JOUNSON.  *'  Much 


*  (Si*  tnir,  p.  isa—Eu.j 

*  [Jani*a  Dkimei,  bom  In  I'M,  exiled  to  tlw  Scotiith  bar  in  1738,  and  ad- 
vanced iR  be  a  lorit  nf  wuion,  by  ihc  title  at  IjotA  Manbuddo,  In  I7C7,  waa,  iu 
private  life,  juk  well  as  in  lii*  Ijtcruy  caKcr,  a  huntorisi;  the  Icvroing  anit 
aicuisne««  ot'hia  various  woilu  an  ofaxcuwd  bjr  )\i%  Invu  of  fingulariiy  and  jum- 
dox.  He  died  in  17!>!)- — Kii.  lie  was  n  dL-voui  bclicvn-  in  ilic  rtrtticB  at  fbc 
bcnjc  ages  and  t]i<  dL-ierioTntlon  of  civilized  risnkind ;  a  Rreat  rootenircr  rf 
luxuiio,  inaamuch  ttiat  he  never  lucd  a  wheel-carriage.  It  nhould  be  added 
that  he  was  a  ((cmlrrrnn  of  ihe  mcKi  aiiiUblc  diipovition,  and  the  ttricteal  ho- 
nour and  Intcifriiy — VValiek  Scott.) 

i  [Tlierr  was  ny  jxinmn  in  the  cnpnrity  of  mafr  in  cither  of  these  iihl|».  Mr. 
Itatik*  and  Dr.  Mander  did  nm  jto  rilh  thi»  expedition.  The  reawn  whith 
lltey  alleged  for  abandoning  the  inu-ntian  will  be  found  to  the  Annual  Register 
llgr  177a,  h  IOB.-EU.] 
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better;  for  had  the  RAlegh  returned  without  going 
lYmnd  the  world,  it  would  have  been  ridiculous.  To 
give  them  the  names  of  llie  Drake  and  llie  KaiegU 
was  laying  a  trap  for  satire."  Boswkix.  "  Had 
yon  not  some  desire  to  go  upon  this  expedition,  sir?" 
Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  hut  I  soon  laid  it  aside. 
Sir,  there  is  very  little  of  intellectual,  in  the  course. 
Besides,  I  see  but  at  a  small  distance.  So  it  was  not 
worth  my  while  to  go  to  see  birds  tly,  which  I  should 
■ot  have  seen  fly ;  aud  fishes  swim,  which  I  should 
not  have  seen  swim." 

The  gentleman  being  gone,  and  Dr.  Johnson  hav- 
ii^  left  tlie  room  for  some  time,  a  debate  arose  be- 
tween the  Reverend  Mr.  Stockdalc  and  Mrs.  Des- 
looulius,  whether  Mr.  Uanks  and  Dr.  Solander  were 
euttlled  80  any  share  of  glory  from  their  ex])e<lition. 
AVhen  Dr.  Johnson  returned  to  us,  I  told  him  the 
rabject  of  their  dispute.  JoHXsON.  "  Wiy,  sir,  it 
was  probably  for  Inttaiiy  that  they  went  oiit:  I  be- 
Bere  they  thought  oidy  of  culling  of  simples.'' 

I  thanked  him  for  .shomng  civilities  to  Beattie. 
••Sir  (said  lie),  I  should  thaui<  i/ou.  We  all  love 
Beattie.  Mrs.  Thrale  says,  if  ever  she  has  another 
hnsbaiid,  she'll  have  Beattie.  He  sunk  u[K>n  us' 
that  he  was  married ;  else  we  should  have  shown  his 

*  **  TO  JAMES  UOSWZLL,  EStt. 

"  EdtnliiiTgb,  3(1  Mmj,  I79S- 
^  Mt  dxar  sin, — As  I  mppow  jow  gmi  work  will  jkkki  be  irprintcd,  I 
bif  Wve  to  trouble  you  wfih  «  rtmaik  on  a  pwoA^  ofit,  in  whiiJi  I  nin  n  litilp 
MkorprBvnti-d.  tV  ftot  bIvtiicO  ;  ibc  mbrrpvnntUlion  is  not  iii]putal>le  (o 
v«B.  Not  hATing  tbc  bonk  u  huwl,  I  cAnnoc  ntKclfy  the  p^C1:,  but  I  tuppoite 
y*B  vQl  ouily  &)il  iL  lit.  Jahiinon  Miys  ftptakiiiK  n(  Aim,  Thmtr'n  family. 
^  tlr.  Botlir  tmnt  npni  tu  thnt  \k  wmi  imnrinl,  or  woinl)>  to  ihnt  purpose.'  I 
■B  BM  auR  that  I  undcniuid  ttiiJc  upon  us,  which  u  a  vtrry  uQcniiiinoii  ptiTMc ! 
hml  H  MMiit*  to  mc  tu  implj  (and  uthcn,  I  Unil,  have  undi-ntowl  ll  in  the  txme 
aewlh  wt^dltmtiy  rottrealr^  fmm  at  Ms  Vin^*  ntarricd.  Now,  fir,  this  wu  bj 
■•  nma*  the  cax,  I  could  hAVc  aa  moiivi;  to  conceal  >  cirrunwtMnc^  of  whirl) 
I  sen*  vu  nor  ran  hr  Mhainol ;  nnil  nf  which  Dr.  Jahnwn  sn-nicd  ro  think, 
«tas  be  •ftcfwwds  bcc«mc  KquAinicd  with  Mnu  Dc&tiie.  ihAi  I  had,  u  wm 
VM,  II ■inn  10  be  proud.  So  far  was  t  frum  rnnrralinjt  tier,  that  my  wife  hail 
«  Am  timr  almoii  u  numvtous  «n  acqu^ntuKC  In  Loodcin  n  I  had  mjrsslf ; 
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lady  more  civilities.  She  is  a  very  fine  wwinaii.  But 
how  tan  you  show  civilities  to  a  nonentity?  I  did 
not  Uiink  he  had  been  married.  Nay,  I  did  not 
think  about  it  one  way  or  other ;  but  lie  did  uut  tell 
us  of  his  lady  till  late." 

He  then  sjiokc  of  St.  Kilda,  the  most  remote  of 
the  Hebrides.  1  told  him,  I  tliought  of  buying  it. 
Johnson.  "  Pray  do,  sir.  We  will  go  and  pass  a 
winter  amid  the  blasts  there.  We  shall  have  fine 
fish,  and  we  will  take  some  dried  tong'ues  with  ils, 
and  some  books.  ^\\'  will  have  a  strong  built  vessel, 
and  some  Orkney  men  to  navigate  her.  We  must 
build  a  tolerable  lioune:  but  we  may  earry  with  us 
a  woi>den  house  ready  made,  and  requiring  uotbing 
but  to  be  j)ut  uji.  Consider,  sir,  by  buying  St.  Kilda, 
you  may  keep  the  people  from  falling  into  worse 
bauds.  We  must  give  them  a  clergyman,  and  he 
shall  l>e  one  of  Beattie's  choosing.  He  shall  be  e<Iu- 
(■aleil  at  Marischal  ('ollegc.  I  '11  be  your  lord  elian- 
cellor,  or  what  you  please,**  Bosweli..  "Are  you  ■ 
serious,  sir,  in  advising  me  to  buy  St.  Kilda?  for  if 
you  should  advise  mc  to  go  to  Japan,  I  lielicve  I 
Khould  do  it."  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  sir,  I  am  se- 
rious." Bosweli..  "  ^Vhy  then  I  'II  see  what  can 
be  done." 


Mul  WMI,  not  very  long  a^rr,  kinilly  invik-d  wtA  rUgantiy  enimalned  al  Sirca. 
thwn  by  Mr.  «ml  Mn.  Tlintle. 

'*  My  reuucnt.  tbcrelbrj, !«,  ihai  }-i'u  wtiuld  rectiry  thia  ti:alter  to  your  new 
nlllion.     ^  ou  ntv  oi  liltrriy  to  nimke  what  um*  you  nk-wu'  nt  lliu  li-llcr. 

*'  BIy  Imki  wmliet  ever  ncmid  yon  nnd  your  'faniity.  Bcliivc  uic  to  be,  wiUi 
tllo  ntinont  Kgkii  and  cHUCLrt,  oeM  m,  your  utili^nl  ftiid  afiecliouate  humble 
•errant,  "J.  Beattik." 

I  hare,  Trom  my  respect  fur  my  tTirrid  l>r.  Beauic,ao<I  rrgardto  bis  rxtrcmc 
•eiMibiUty,  iiuorttd  the  fortitoinK  U-ttcr,  tlinufih  I  cnniurt  but  wonder  At  tiis  am. 
MMlniDft  u  any  ImpuUtkin  n  fii\nu,e  coniinonly  u»ed  among  the  hcfH  fricmU — 
Bdswell.  [Dr.  tieatiicwitf,  {M.rhaps.  ilie  more  lemiiivc  on  this  point  an  he 
miwl  tiare  liecti,  at  tlie  tirnc!  Ik  wrote,  nntnriuus  tluil  thnv  wba  noiiirlliirig  that 
niighl  uiTc  a  colour  to  »udi  an  Itiiputution.  It  Irccanicttnuwri.  »honly  after  the 
(Ibi«  of  this  Utlcr.  that  ih<r  niitui  of  ]Micr  Mn.  Ilealite  Iiad  become  dcranf;«d, 
mid  iJir  iiiL>*Lil  the  liwt  ycAt^  of  her  life  i:i  coiiliiiniicnt.— iicc  Life  i>J  Bcaltif, 
hybbW.  J-orbo.— Kl).J 
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I  gave  liini  an  account  of  the  two  parties  in 
the  cburdi  of  Scotland,  tliosc  for  supporting  the 
rights  of  patrons,  indepi-udeut  of  the  jicople,  anil 
those  against  it.  Johx^on.  **  It  should  be  settled 
oue  H-ay  or  other.     I  cannot  wish  well  to  a  popnlar 

etioii  of  the  clergy,  when  I  consider  that  it  occa- 

ms  such  auinlositie^'.  sucli  unworthy  courting  of 
the  people,  such  slanders  between  the  conteniling 
parties,  and  other  disadvantages.  It  is  enough  to 
ttlltm'  tlie  ]>eople  to  remonstrate  against  the  nonii- 
oatioD  of  a  minister  fur  solid  reasons."  (I  suppose  he 
meant  heresy  or  immorality.) 

He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad,  and  asked  me  to 
return  to  him  in  the  evening,  at  nine,  which  I  accord- 
ingly did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  \N'iili;niis,  who  told  ns 
oisecomi  sight,  which  happened  in  Wales, 
she  was  born.  He  listened  to  it  very  atlen- 
tively,  and  sai<l  he  should  be  glad  to  have  some  in- 
ttances  of  that  faculty  well  authenticated.  Ilis 
elevated  wish  for  more  and  more  evidence  for  spirit, 

op(Mi<titiun  to  the  grovelling  belief  of  nmlerialism, 
him  to  a  love  of  such  mysterious  disquisitions. 
He  again  justly  observed,  that  we  could  have  no  cer- 
tainty of  the  truth  of  supernatural  api»earanccs,  \\n- 
leas  something  was  told  us  which  we  could  not  know- 
by  ordinarj'  means,  or  something  done  which  could 
not  be  done  but  by  supernatural  power ' :  that  Pha- 


I 


•  ITlira  iw  the  true  dbtinciion  j  ind  it  Jahnnan  liad  on  nil  occuion*  abided 
I7  o^  tdt.  Ik  vvuld  luvc  neaped  thr  ridicule  mnA  nrzn-t  *-1w\\  he  ofien  neca. 
MMwd  b;  tbc  &ppc«nu]c».  If  not  ibc  mUty.  of  tupentldouK  trcditlity.  When 
Ik  laid,  **  i}utl  mII  Mgit  aiid  hU  niiiona  bclii-re"  in  ihtsc  su^temBiund  manifeata- 
(«irt^  vol.  1,  p.  3!W);  and  agmjn,  "that  ihcy  arc  sn  frequent,  ihat  thtjr 
M  W  ailed  fortuitous"  {ante,  p.  11),  he  thould  hare  given  un  the 
htch  any  ihing  wu  clniTly  and  uhdinibirdly  di'iir,  wbieh  i-uuld 


«d|ylwv«l>Mn  Aaathy  iiijKmatural  power.     Appf'trnncrt,  withnul  Biipetnatural 
fkru,  wn  notlnna:  ihey  niay  Ije  dicams,  ot  diaeaiw.     Evtry  ore  »««  vi»ion!< 

fa  ht*  ■lerp;  and  c^era-  body  knows  lltnl  tlie  Kiek  Me  them  in  ilteir  paroxir&m* ; 

■ad  then  an  hkd*  cues  (luch  m  ihitt  of  NicoliU,  the  Berlin  booksrllrr),  in 
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raoh  In  reason  and  justice  required  euch  evidence 
from  Moses;  nay,  that  our  Saviour  said,  "  If  I  had 
not  done  among  tlieiu  Uie  works  which  none  other 
man  did,  tliey  had   not  had  sin.'*     He  had  said  in 
the  morning,  that  "Macaulay's  History  of  St.  Kikla" 
was  very  well  written,  except  some  fopjwry  about 
liberty  and  slavery.     I  mentioned  to  him  that  Ma- 
caulay  told  me,  he  was  advised  to  leave  out  of  bis  ■ 
book  the  wonderful  story  that  ui>on  the  approach  of 
a  stranger  all  the  inhabitants  catch  cold';  but  that 
it  had  been  so  well  autlienticated,  he  determined  to 
retain  it.     Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  leave  things  out  of  a  fl 
book,  merely  because  people  tell  you  they  will  not  be  ^ 
believed,  is  meanness.     Macaulay  acted  with  more 
magnanimity." 

We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholick  religion,  and 
how  little  difference  there  was  in  essential  matters 
between  ours  and  it.  JOHNSOX.  "True,  sir;  all 
denominations  of  christians  have  really  little  diifer- 
ence  in  point  of  doctrine,  though  they  may  differ 
widely  in  external  forms.  There  is  a  prodigious 
difTerence  between  the  external  form  of  one  of  your 
presbyterian  churches  of  Scotland,  and  the  church 
in  Italy ;  yet  the  doctrine  taught  is  essentially  the 
same." 

I  mentioned  the  petition  to  parliament  for  re- 
moving the  subscription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles*. 

whVb  prtsofu,  ■w»ke  Kid  noi  otfterwiu  dttordned  In  mfnd,  IwTe  "  thkk- 
cotnin);  fiwicies."  «iid  kc  whAl,  if  ml,  would  be  BUpemaiunl  {  but  irhti*,  wo 
muit  >f;Aiii  ask,  U  (hen  in  tliv  prcrfjuic  hiHtcFr;  of  the  world,  one  wt-ll  itustcd 
tuptniKlura] /)«-(? — Kd.] 

'  [Sec  »nU,  p.  &2.— Ed.] 

■  (Ttia  wu  »  pelitian  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ft»ncia  Blackburn,  who,  though  wi 
Hrah^lnr/in  of  the  rhurch  of  Knglsnd,  had  published  acvrrk]  woikn  aftalnat  her 
diiciplinc  and  pcculiu  doctitCM  ;  the  jfetiiiur  wiu  |imiaitn1  on  the  n<h  of  Fe- 
bruary-. Anilnrt(TUiuiinuitcildrbiiir,ri-ifci(-<l  [not  being  even  allowed  to  (icon  the 
tabic)  bf  :!li  Toice  agaimt  7t.  .Mr.  Gibbon  thus  ootket  thlt  debate,  in  a 
letter  U9  Lord  Sheffield :  "  I  CiHigralulati;  roii  on  the  lale  viecary  of  OUT  dear 
maniraa,  tliB  church  ofEnglom!.  She  had,  Lu*  Thyr»diij-(Gtli  Kcbruaiy),  »e- 
*vni]r>one  KbcUIcnu  lotis,  who  prciondcd  to  let  asitlc  her  vail,  on  ac<wuut  of  in. 
Mii%.  but  two  hundred  and  semitocn  worthy  championi,  headed  by  Lonl 


R^^Stat. 
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JonxsoN*.  **It  was  soon  llirowii  out.  Sir,  tJiey 
tiUk  of  not  making  boys  at  the  xmiversity  subscribe 
to  what  they  do  not  understand ;  but  they  ought  to 
consider,  that  our  universitieH  were  founded  to  bring 
up  members  for  the  church  of  England,  and  we 
mast  not  supply  our  enemies  witli  arms  for  our 
anicnal.  No,  sir,  the  triwining  of  subscribing  is,  not 
that  they  fully  understand  all  the  articles,  but  that 
they  will  adhere  to  the  church  of  England.  Now 
take  it  in  this  way.  and  ^uj>pnse  that  tliey  sliould 
only  subscribe  their  adherence  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, there  wotUd  be  still  the  same  difficulty ;  for 
still  the  young  men  wuuhl  be  mibscribing  to  what 
they  do  not  understand.  For  if  you  should  ask  them, 
what  do  you  mean  by  tlie  church  of  England?  Do 
you  know  in  what  it  diflers  from  the  presbyterinn 
church?  from  the  Romish  church?  from  the  Greek 
church  ?  from  the  Coptick  church  ?  tliey  could  not 
tell  you.  So,  sir,  It  comes  to  the  same  tiling." 
BosWKLL.  "But,  woidd  it  not  be  sufficient  to  sub- 
»mbe  the  Bible ?"  Johnson.  *M\Tiy,  no.  sir :  for 
all  seels  will  subscribe  the  Bible ;  nay,  the  Maho- 
metans will  subscribe  the  Bible;  for  tlie  Mahometans 
acknowledge  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as  Moses,  but 
naintain  that  God  sent  Mahomet  as  a  still  greater 
firophet  than  either." 

I  mentioned  the  motion  which  had  been  made  in 
the  house  of  commons,  to  abolish  the  fast  of  tlie  30th 
of  January'.     Johnson.    "Why,  sir,  I  could  htive 

NflMh,  Burke,  Uuti  Sunlny,  Charlea  Fox,  Oodfref  CUtkc,  fee.  mipgiortrd  llm 
ckUiiy  at  it  with  inliniU-  liiimmir.  Rf  ihr  br,  C/tarltj  Ftn  preparvil  hiiniidf 
fa  ihu  bnljr  war,  by  pufing  twcnty.tvo  hour*  in  ihr  piotii  ncidite  of  huani ; 
h»  ilrrtxkn  wily  CMt  him  TrfKV.  pot  hnur,  in  »I]  ll.lHIII't"  Muc.  Wtrrkt^  vol. 
A.  ^  74-  The  argimimt  which  trcnitii  tn  make  mmi  df-xX  in  the  hnuK,  wm 
■oiist  requiring  Mlwcripcion  fVom  every  youth  mteriti)!  the  unlvtrsiiy,  of 
nabrvcr  age.  or  tatmdecl  for  wh.itcvrr  pTorcminii.  To  this  |>«ini  JohnwKi's 
•tacmdon  nrtieulvty  lUuiln.— £d.| 

•  {Doctor  riDwrU  hiX  prauhMl,  u  unual,  belcire  th«  houK  on  the  SOih  of  Jan. 
a>l  Ind  bom  thanked  for  hia  «cnnon.  Same  Hnyii  HArrwnnU,  Mr.  'Dios.  Towns- 
lMBdcoilT|iteined  vf  certain  unconititutional  pikwuigo  in  the  Kcnnon :  and  on  tht 
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wished  thnt  it  liad  Jjeen  a  temporary  act.  perhaps  to 
have  expired  with  the  centurj'.  I  am  against  abo- 
lishing it;  Ix'cause  that  would  Ik:  declaring  it  wrong 
to  establish  it ;  but  I  should  have  no  objection  to 
make  an  act,  continuing  it  for  another  century,  and 
then  Jetting  it  expire." 

He  disapproveil  of  the  royal  marriage  Iiill ;  "  Be- 
cause/' said  he,  "  I  would  not  have  the  jieople  think 
that  the  validity  of  marriage  depends  on  the  will  of 
man,  or  that  the  right  of  a  king  depends  on  the  will 
of  man.  I  should  not  have  been  against  making  the 
marriage  of  any  of  the  royal  family,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  king  and  parliament,  higlily  criniinal'," 

In  the  morning  wc  had  talked  of  old  families,  and 
the  resjieet  due  to  tliem.  Johnson*.  "Sir,  yon  have 
a  riglit  to  that  kind  of  respect,  and  are  arguing  for 
yourself.  I  am  for  supporting  the  principle,  and  am 
disinterested  in  doing  it,  as  1  have  no  such  right." 
BosWEi.l..  *'^Vhy,  sir,  it  is  one  more  incitement  to 
a  man  to  do  well."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  sir,  and  it  is 
n  matter  of  opinion  very  necessary  to  keep  society 
together.  What  is  it  but  opinion,  by  which  we  have 
a  resiK'ct  for  authority,  that  prevents  us,  who  are  the 
rabble,  from  rising  up  and  pulling  down  you  who 
are  gentlemen  from  your  places,  and  saying, '  We  wiH 
be  gentlemen  in  our  tun»  ?*  Now,  sir,  that  respect 
for  autJiority  is  nnich  more  ejisily  granted  to  a  man 
whose  father  has  had  it,  than  to  an  upstart,  and  so 

sin  Feb.  kAci  i  debate,  the  ih^nkn  were  Ofdtscd  ta  be  cxpunirnl  (torn  the 
journals ;  snil  aii  tlir  2d  .March,  Mr.  Fml.  lUonUgiie  moved  for  IvaTC  to  bcilig 
in  a  bill  to  tcpcal  the  obMTfum  of  ih*t  Amy  tllogethcr.  7*his  inouoa  wm  r^ 
jected  by  125  to  :(7.— Ed.] 

'  [II  it  not  very  cosy  (n  und<TsUnd  Dr.  .F{diiii4ii's  objection  u  above  Btaied. 
Doc«  not  ihc  validity  of  alt  marrlaffo  "  depend  on  the  will  of  man,"  that  t», 
kiclhete  not  in  ail  tuviliiednationictrrtaiiilL-^ul  /jirmNfirajid  comlitiont.  rrt]uUiie 
to  GonntituU*  a  iiismn^v?  If  all  human  idsiilutioriHaTC  to  be  dian.){anlcd,  what 
if  maniMgei  And  u  to  the  icdcfnublc  ri)>hiB  of  kingii,  mw  Johi>*oi.'t.  upinionw, 
■iilr,  Tot.  L  p.  438-— 4iA;  And  6aal]y,  if  it  \k  ounipetcnt  to  the  Iegl:>lataic  to 
nmkemaadkMItfetimkmitixmMn  that  imply  a  cotnpctcncy  to  mbid  it  aliu- 
pthn  ?~.ED.f 
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Bocaety  is  more  easily  supporteil."  Bostvt.lt,.  "  Per- 
haps, sirt  it  iitiglit  be  done  by  the  respect  belonj^itig 
to  office,  as  aiuoug  ttie  Ilomaus,  uhcre  the  dress,  the 
ii^i,  inspired  reverence."  Jounson.  '*  Why,  we 
know  very  little  alxiut  the  Honians.  ]iiit«  surely,  it 
M  much  easier  to  respect  a  inan  who  has  ahcavs  had 
ncipect.  thau  to  respect  a  man  who  we  kno^v  was  last 
ytar  no  better  than  ourselves,  and  will  be  no  better 
next  year.  In  repul)lick8  there  is  no  resi>ect  for 
nthority,  but  a  fear  of  iwwer."  Bosweli..  "At 
firesent,  ur,  I  think  riches  seem  to  gain  most  res|)cct." 
JoHN'soN.  "No,  sir,  riches  do  not  gain  liearty 
respect ;  they  only  procnre  external  nttentlun.  A 
very  rich  man,  from  low  beginnings,  may  buy  his 
election  in  a  borough ;  but,  ceteris  paribus,  a  man 
of  fiunily  will  be  preferred.  People  will  prefer  a  man 
fur  wlic>(%e  father  their  fathers  have  voted,  though 
they  should  get  no  more  money,  ur  even  less.  That 
ibotrs  that  the  respect  for  family  is  not  merely  fan- 
dful,  but  has  an  actual  ()i)eration.  If  gentlemen  of 
bmily  would  allow  the  rich  upstarts  to  spend  their 
WWoey  profusely,  which  they  are  ready  enongli  to  do, 
and  not  vie  with  them  in  expense,  the  upstarts 
would  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  gentlemen  would 
remain;  but  if  the  gentlemen  will  vie  in  ex)>ense 
with  the  upstarts,  w  hich  is  very  fooli(*h,  they  niufet 
be  ruined/* 

[Indeed,  though  a  man  of  obscure   birth  himself,  riozii, 
Dr*  Johnson's  partiality  to  |>eople  of  family  was  visible  ^' 
on  evt-ry  occasion ;  his  zeal  for  subordination  warm 
tma  tn  bigotry;  his  hatred  to  innovation,  and  re- 
foeace  for  the  old  feudal  times,  apjiarcnt,  whenever 
my  possible  manner  of  showing  them  occurred.] 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  excellent  inimiokry 
rfa  fnend  of  raine  in  Scotland;  obsening,  at  the 
nmc  time,  that  some  people  thought  it  a  very  mean 

TO!..  II.  L 
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thing.     Johnson.  *'  Why,  sir,  it  is  making  a  very 
mean  use  of  inan*s  powers.     But  to  Ije  a  good  mimick 
requires  great  powers,  great  aeuteuess  of  observation, 
great  retention  of  what  i«  observed,  and  great  pliancyfl 
of  organs  to  represent  what  is  observed.     I  remember 

a  lady  of  quality  in  this  town,  Lady — ',  who 

was  a  wonderful  mimick,  and  used  to  make  me  laugh 
immoderately.     I  buve  heard  she  is  now  gone  inad."fl 
BoswKi.i,.  "  It  is  amazing  how  a  mimick  can  not" 
only  give  you  the  gestures  and  voice  of  a  person  whom 
he  represents;  but  even  what  a  person  would  say  on 
any  particular  Hultject."     JonxsoK.  "  Why,  sir,  yoi^| 
are  to  consider  tliat  the  manner  and  some  particular 
I>hrases  of  a  ))eTson  do  much  to  impress  you  with  an 
idea  of  him,  and  you  are  not  sure  that  he  would  say 
what  the  mimick  says  in  liis  character."    Hoswell^H 
•'  I  don't  tliink  Koote  a  gnwl   mimick,  sir,*'     JoHN-™ 
SON.    "  No,  sir ;    his  imitations  arc  not  like.     lie 
gives  you  something  different  from  himself,  but  m 
the  character  which  he  means  to  assume.     He  g( 
out  of  himself,  without  goinjr  into  other  people.     He' 
cannot  take  otV  any   person    unless  he  is    strongly 
marked,  such  as  George  Faulkner.      He  is  like  flH 
painter  who  can  draw  the  portrait  of  a  man  who  has 
a  wen  ujxm  his  face,  and  who   therefore  is  e^isily 
known.     If  a  man  hops  upon  one  leg,  Foote   can 
hop  upon  one  leg.     But  lie  has  not  that  nice  discri^fl 
mination  which  your  frieiid  seems  to  jwssess.     Foote 
is,  howewr,  very  entertaining  with  a  kind  of  conver- 
sation between  wit  and  bufiooncrj'.' 

On  Monday,  Marcli  23,  I  found  him  busy,  pre^ 
paring  a  fourth  edition  of  his  foUo  Dictionary.     Air.™ 
Peyton,  one  of  his  original  amanuenses,  was  writing 
for  him.     I  put  him  in  mind  of  a  meaning  of  the 

■  [Tlie  moljuichiily  drrunKUnce  utated  u  to  tlio  lady,  induces  ihc  editor  to 
fjfrain  hooi  attempling  to  Sll  up  thU  bUnk. — Ed.] 
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m(fi\  whidi  he  had  omitted,  viz.  ri-latioiiship ; 
father's  side,  itioiher's  side.  He  inserted  it.  I 
asked  him  if  humiliating^  was  a  good  word.  lie  said 
he  had  seen  it  frcqueutly  used,  but  he  did  not  know 
H  to  be  legitimate  English.  Jle  woiilil  not  achnit 
aeiliziitioft,  hut  only  civililtj.  \\\i\\  great  deference 
to  hini  I  thought  nivi/izf/tion,  from  to  cipi//zt%  hetter 
bi  the  sense  opposed  to  harbttrity  than  civilifif;  as  it 
\%  better  to  have  a  distinct  word  for  eacli  sense,  than 
one  word  with  two  senses,  uhicli  chiliiy  in,  in  Ins 
way  of  uhing  it. 

He  seemed  also  to  be  intent  on  some  sort  of  chy- 
mica]  o|icration.  I  was  entertained  by  observing 
how  he  contrived  to  send  Mr.  Peyton  on  an  errand, 
without  seeming  to  degrade  him : — "  Mr.  Peyton, 
Mr.  Pej-ton,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  take  a  walk  to 
Temple- Bar?  Vou  will  there  sec  u  ehymisl's  shop. 
It  which  yon  will  be  pleased  to  buy  (or  ine  an  ounce 
of  oal  of  vitriol ;  not  spirit  of  vitriol,  but  oil  of  vitriol. 
It  will  cost  three  halfpence."  Peyton  inintediately 
went,  and  returned  with  it,  and  told  him  it  cost  but 
a  |ienjiy 

[Of  the  death  of  tliis  |M)or  labourer  in  literature, 
of  vhoni  Mrx.  Piozxi  says  that  he  had  considerable 
talents,  and  knew  many  modern  languages,  Johnson 

^  gave  himself  the  following  pathetic  accuuMt,   in  h 

I  Mter  to  that  lady : 


I 


voJ.  i. 


•'TO  .MRS.  TIIRALK. 

"  Ut  April,  177*1- 
PiK»r  Peytnn  rxpiriil  this  morinri^.  IIeprub.ibl}'— durinR  ''' " 
yearrt,  for  which  \w  Bsi  stirving  by  Uie  bet!  ofa  wile,  not 
ilj  u*rle«»  but  alinuHt  imitiunlpws,  cnndemniHl  by  jxivcrt}'  tu 
fOwnikl  attmdiinre,  niul  hv  the  necewtitv  <it'  s\\c\\  atteniL-mce 
dninrd  duwn  tu  puvcTty — liL-prubublythuiight  ut^t-nliuw  lif-htly 
W  ihould  tread  the  jiath  of  life  nithoiu  hin  biirthi-n.  Of  Uiiit 
duugtit  the  admission  wiis  unavoidiib1e,«nii  tlu-  ituIulxt'iKX-  tnigUt 
beforpvctt  to  frailty  aD<l  ilistrcs*.    IIi«  wife  fiiedatl.iNt,  andbe< 
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Utii-r*.  fore  she  was  buried,  he  wu  seized  by  a  fever,  and  is  uow  gdtng 


vol.  i. 

p.  :ti2. 


to  the  grave. 

"SiiL-h  iniscarriagefl.whentlieyhrtppcn  to  those  on  whom  many 
eyes  are  6xed,  611  Itiiitories  und  tragedies;  and  tears  have  been 
shed  for  the  suRVrlng?),  and  wonder  excited  by  the  fortitude  of  j 
thoHe  who  neither  ilid  nor  suffered  more  than  Peyton."] 

I  then  reinimkHl  liiiii  of  the  schoolmaster's  cause, 
and  proposed  to  read  to  him  the  printed  pai»ers  con- 
oeniing  it.  *'  No,  sir,'*  said  he,  "  I  can  read  quicker 
ihati  I  can  hear."     So  he  read  tliein  to  himself.  M 

After  he  liad  read  for  some  time,  we  were  inter-™ 
nipted  by  the  entraiu*e  of  Mr.   Kristrom,  a  Swede, 
who  was  tutor  to  some  young  gentlemen  in  the  city.  ■ 
He  told   me  that  there  was  a  very  f^ood   History  of 
Sweden,  by  Dalin.     Having  at  that  time  an  intention 
of  writing  tire  hi.story  of  that  country,  I  asked  Dr. 
Johnson  whether  one  might  write  a  history  of  Sweden 
without  going  thither.     "  Ves,  sir/*  said  he,  "  one  for^ 
common  use." 
<■•  We  talked  of  languages.     Johnson  obsened  that 
Leibnitz  had  made  some  progress  in  a  work,  tracing  M 
all  languages  up  to  the  Hebrew.     '*  TOiy,  sir,"  said 
he,  "yon  would  not  inuigine  that  the  Freneh^OMr, 
day,  is  derived  from  the  Latin  diex^  and  yet  notliing 
is  more  certain ;  and  the  intermediate  steps  are  vetyfl 
clear.     From  tfiex^  comes  tlhirnuJi.     Diu  is,  by  inac- 
curate  ears,  or  inaccurate  pronunciation,  easily  con- 
founded with  giu  ;  then  the  itali.ins  fonn  a  substan- 
tive of  the  ablative  of  an  adjective,  and  thence  giurno, 
or,  as  they  make  it,  giorno ;  whicli  is  readily  con- 
tracted \nXo  giour,  or  Jour:'     He  observed,  that  the 
Bohemian  language  was  tme  Sclavonick.    TTie  Swede  ■ 
said,  it  had  some  similarity  with  the  German.    Joirx- 
SON.  "  Why,  sir,  to  be  sure,  such  parts  of  Sciavonia 
as  con6ne  with  Germany  will  borrow  German  words; 
and  such  parts  as  confine  with  Tartary  will  borrow 
Tartar  words." 
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JUiMiif  he  never  li»d  it  properly  ascertained  that 
die  Scotch  Highlanders  and  the  Irish  understood 
each  other  '.  I  told  him  tliat  my  cousin.  Colonel 
Graham,  of  tlie  Royal  Highlanders,  whom  I  met  at 
Droghpda,  told  me  they  did.  Johnson.  "Sir,  if 
the  Highlanders  understood  Irish,  why  transhite  the 
New  Testament  into  Erse,  as  was  lately  done  at 
Edinburgh,  when  there  is  an  Irish  translation  ?" 
Bos\rELl..  "Although  the  Erse  and  Irish  are  both 
dialects  of  the  same  langtiage,  there  may  Ik;  a  good 
deal  of  diversity  between  them,  as  between  the  dif- 
linmt  dialects  in  Italy."  The  Swede  went  away,  and 
Dr.  Jobnfion  continued  his  reading  of  the  papers.  I 
Mid,  "  I  am  afraid,  sir,  it  is  troublesome."  "  Why, 
or,*'  said  he,  *'  I  do  not  take  much  delight  in  it ;  but 
m  go  through  it." 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the  room 

he  and  I  first  supped  together.     He  gave  me 

[{Teat  hopes  of  ray  cause.     "  Sir,"  said  be,  "  the  go- 
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*(Ia  Mr.  Andcrtm**  Ilutotical  SkcUhet  of  the  Native  IiUTi,  wc  And  the 
Ultvi^g  obKimioM  1 — 

""ne  Irish  mitA  Oiwrlic  Ungua^  mm  lliewmc,  uid  fcimiirly  wliat  win  njtoken 
hi  dM  m^bwh  of  })cotl>an>l  was  generally  called  Iriih.  ThoK  who  hare  M. 
•■iad  H  tbc  «)tfj«ct  muu  have  obMTvnl,  that  t}ic  word  /rith  waa  grailually 
AMpd  inlD  f  par,  deooiinc  the  langua(|[c  thai  is  now  ^icTally  callM  GacHr. 
Mr-  Aodanaw)  atalca  that,  wfacn  he  wan  in  Ualway,  in  licland,  Id  1814,  hefountl 
«  nad  then  fnm  Ixwu,  one  of  tlie  llebridcK,  ih«  itgiwicr  of  wliich  rcmarkeil 
IB  Mia  that  the  people  here  mokt  curwui  Gufiif,  but  he  undiTR'ood  than 
■dy,  Mul  comBuroe  la  aciuilljt  carried  on  between  tlie  UiKlil«i.dtn  and  tha 
Uib  Aiowgh  tlie  rnedhun  of  their  Mninun  lan^fuagc.  "—I*.  1X1. 

Mj ftJCDd,  ColoDd  Mejriclt  i^hnwe,  who  poinictt  out  Mr.  AndetMo's  work  (a 
na,  aMa,  **  I  ou  Tcotuic  w  ujr  {mm  my  own  experience,  that  were  It  not  for  the 
tfoiBee  at  ftfnnunc>aiH>n,  the  Iriah  aiul  thp  llighloTiilmi  would  be  perfectly 
■HiB^ttili'  to  CMfa  other:  a^d  even  with  that  di!<a<Uvni)ipc,  they  bt;coi).e  tui  in  a 
^tmt  tin*4  I  hare  indred  met noBicIJtRhlanden  wbom  I  could  iii>l  undcniand 
K  aO  I  but  there  waa  a  Captain  Carrcron  is  the  aame  icgiirnit  with  me  (7(iih}, 
«fe»  fpoke  with  an  screni  mnre  likeUio  Iriah  thmuiual,  wbom  I  could  under. 
~  petfiKtlv  whcD  he  spoke  &low.  Tb«re  are,  I  am  told.  Tew  wiml*  in  Iriah 
■rr  nM  initlli^ilile  to  tin-  H ighlanilcn,  hiil  thrrr  nrr  many  lit  (he  Oadlc 
I SD  Ifiabnian  cannot  nndcmand.  The  i^otch,  a»  I  am  told,  and  &s  it  natural 
feHi  Adr  povtioo,  have  maov  l*icii*h  and  other  foreign  wonln.  Tliu  Irish  have 
M  Phaiali  wvda,  bnl  mmy  Latin." 

Sf  Waller  8oDtl  sbo  infonni  nie,  tliat  "  there  is  no  doubt  the  langnigts  in 
'ht  ■ae.  and  tht  diAmnce  in  pranuitciatian  and  comtruction  not  verf  eou- 
lifanMt.  The  Eng  or  EtiriwA  ia  the  Jrith  ;  and  the  race  CAllcd  S«>t*  came 
«|inD7  6ooi  ClMet."— £0. 1 
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vernineiit  of  a  sdi{>ol master  is  somewhat  of  the  naUire 
of  military  goveruineut ;  that  is  to  say,  it  must  be 
arbitrary,  it  must  be  exercised  by  the  will  of  one 
man.   according  to  particular  circumstances.      You 
must  sliow  some  learning  upon  this  occasion.     Vou 
must  show,  that  a  schoohnaster  has  n  jirestriptive 
right  to  beat ;  and  that  nn  action  of  assault  and  bat- 
tery cannot  be  adudtted  against  him  unless  there  is 
some  great  excess,  some  barbarity.     This  man  has^ 
maimed  none  of  his  boys.     They  arc  all  left  with 
the  full  exercise  of  their  cori>oreal  facidties.      In  our 
scIiooU  in  Enghmd  many  boys  have  been  maimed  i^ 
yet  I  never  heard  of  an  action  against  a  schoolmaster 
on  that  account.     PuUendorf,  I  think,  maintains  the  m 
right  of  a  schoohnaster  to  beat  his  sdiolars."  V 

On  Saturday,  March  27,  1  introduced  to  bim  Sir 
Alexander  Macdonahl\  with  whom  he  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  be  acquainted.  He  received  him  very  cour- 
teously. 

Sir  Alexander  observed,  that  the  chancellors"  ial 
England  are  chosen  from  views  much  inferiour  to  the 
office,  being  choAcn  from  temporaiy  political  views. 
JOHMsoN.  **  Why,  sir,  in  such  a  government  as  ours, 
no  man  is  appointed  to  an  office  because  he  is  the 


•  [N'cxt  braihcT  of  Str  Jwnm  Miu^onaU.  wltoni  Mr.  Brnwrll  e»lU  th:  Mub 
cdluN  of  ScoduMi,  and  whom  the  foncTinrni  imdinony  Cff  ht»  coniemponrics 
linrvt^K  ti>  h^Ti;  been  a  vciy  cxu&ardicuir)-  young  %u»v..  He  dud  u.  Rinnc  in 
l"(tlj.  (Sec  /jnrf,  <'ith  Scjil.  177't-)  •'^'i'  ALcsandiT  Kiicci-wlcd  liis  brothtr  as 
ei{tl)tli  baronet,  and  wn*  cKated  an  Imh  hiuon,  Uy  the  title  of  I^ord  MMiloiiald, 
In  ms.  The  late  chief  baron  nf  thecxcbcquer.  Sit  Archibald  Mac(iona1d,waa 
llirir  yiMin^nt  broitier.  -  We  fthnll  mx  mote  irf  Sir  AlcKUidcr  wndtr  the  year 
ITiH,  itiiriiiR  tlic  Tciiir  lo  ilie  Hebtidii. — Kn.  | 

'  ITbl*,  no  doubt,  uiay  occastouAlly  happen,  and  a  lord  duna-Utw  aonie- 
tiiim  dbiti|ipuiaU  tlie  es|KcUlion)'  not  onljr  n(  tlic  caunWf,  but  of  thtmc 
who  make  him ;  yet  oi^  the  whole,  it  seom*  hard  Id  ditcovtr  bow  clianceUon 
an  be  iclKUd  wichcmt  wmc  attcntioti  lo  potiiical  iitie»«tA.  A  party  coming 
into  power  generjilly  ninkcn  ihcablmi  ondintist  jirarninpnt  Iawtct  nl*  itn  principlni 
ehaiiccllor.  There  a  rtsMD  to  suppoMr  thai  a  mu)  ibim  RcK-ctcd  Ut  the  face  of 
ilic  piiblic,  and  frwn  nn  miinencc  to  which  he  ban  raJMd  hitiiudf,  will  be  beUer 
tilted  lo  disrlukrge  thi;  variiiiu*  dutiea  r>r  thai  grrni  oIKre,  ihiui  if  vhaticcUm*  vere 
to  be  chosen  by  aoiiie  oifter  xtandard.  M'hai.  bo«>cvcT.  (/inf  other  itaDdaid 
■ihould  orcoul<tbe,SiTAlexiindcr.M«cdooalddidno:au^c!>t,and  probably  never 
coaiidere(l.^bD.J 
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fittest  for  it*  nor  hardly  in  any  other  govornmeiit ; 
henutste  tlu're  are  so  many  corint'xions  and  depend- 
encies to  be  studied.  A  despotick  prince  may 
dioose  a  man  to  an  office,  merely  because  he  is  the 
fittest  for  it.  The  king  of  Prussia  may  do  it."  Sir 
A.  "  I  Uiiiik,  sir,  almost  all  great  lawyirs,  sucli  at 
least  a»  liave  written  upon  law,  have  known  only 
hw,  and  nothing  else."  Johnson.  *'Why, no,  sir; 
Judge  Hole  was  a  great  lawyer,  and  wrote  ujwn  law ; 
and  yet  he  knew  a  great  many  other  things,  and  has 
written  ujion  other  things.  Helden  too."  Sir  A. 
"Wry  true,  sir;  and  Lord  Bacon.  But  was  not 
Lord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer?"  Johnson.  "  \V'hy,  I 
am  afraid  he  was.  but  he  would  have  taken  it  very  ill 
if  you  had  tol<I  him  ro.  He  would  have  prosecuted 
TOO  for  scandal."     Boswei.l.  **  Lord  Mansfield  is 

• 

DOC  a  mere  lawyer."  Johnson.  "  No,  sir,  I  never 
was  in  Lord  Mansfield's  company ;  but  Lord  Mans* 
6eld  was  diKtinguishe<l  at  the  university.  Lord  Mans- 
irid,  when  he  first  came  to  town,  '  drank  champagne 
iritli  the  wits,'  as  Prior  says.  lie  was  the  friend  of 
Pope  *."  Sir  A.  *'  Barristers,  I  believe,  are  not  so 
abusive  now  as  they  were  formerly'.  I  fancy  they 
had  less  law  long  ago,  and  so  were  obliged  to  take  to 
abuM.*  to  fill  up  the  time.  Now  they  have  such  a 
Douiber  of  precedents,  they  liave  no  occasion  for 
abuse.^     Johnson.  "Nay,  sir,  they  had  more  law 


•  (He  wm««ckeofhia  exccuuna.  Tlie  Urge  r^fuce  which  (thunka  to  Mr.  Bo». 
kII;  l>r.  John^m  (icnipirT*  in  cnir  rttimste  of  the  mcirty  nf  lii«  ilay,  mnlcn  it 
■BpriftiDg  iful  be  tboultl  n«vet  have  been  in  coiDpanjr  vriih  l.ron]  Man»fiel*] :  but 
Baadl  «K>dui)<»cd  toovtmtc  thcexuDl  and  ntnk  of  Johnson'^  iirquuiiitance. 
ft  <•  pniptK  brtc  to  tomri  aa  emt  rdalivir  tn  Iionl  Mnnftfu-M  ami  Dr.  John* 
MO,  which  liH  round  iu  vay  into  print.  In  Mil*  Hnwkitn'  Mi-inoirt.  vol  il. 
fk  siH,  (iie  KiTM  tb«  roUoving  anrc^ote  on  ihc  auihority  of  her  btoihcr,  who 
Mam  Am,  "/nffia^  njwn  Dr.  J«iiunm  thtfrify  oj'irr  thr  liealh  of  Lurd  Ataus. 
fiM,  mmd  wttmtkmimg  the  nCRf,  JotinjOH  anrv^trit,  " Ali,  lirs  (here  tm*  HHie 
^m^Xmg  «BiJ  iat  virtue,""  Il  baiiptiu,  unluckily  Tor  tht  accunqr  of  thli 
^mAmc,  ilui  Idini  MmaHtii  mrriTod  l>r.  Jolinwm  full  lai  yuuK — KvA 

«  [Tbc  gtncnJ  lone  «f  Mhrlctv  l«  probably  Improved  In  ihJ»  twpcci,  mm  bw- 
ikiM  I  KB  laart  nun  of  ibe  wurld,  atul  mix  more  in  twlite  cotiipwiy  than  it  the 
•unn  &ii  A.  Macdoiwlil  alluiUtl  to. — Ku.) 
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long  ago  than  they  have  now.  As  to  precedents,  to 
be  sure  they  will  increase  in  course  of  time;  but  the 
more  precedents  there  are,  tlie  less  oi'casion  is  there 
for  law  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  less  occasion  is  there  for 
investigating  principles."  Sir  A.  "  I  have  been  cor- 
recting several  Scotch  actrents  in  my  friend  Hoswell. 
I  doubt,  sir,  if  any  Scotclunaii  ever  attaiiiH  to  a  |>er- 
fect  English  pronunciation.'*  Johnsox.  "  \^'hy, 
sir»  few  of  them  do,  because  tliey  do  not  persevere 
after  acquiring  a  certain  degree  of  it.  But,  sir,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  they  may  attain  to  a  perfect 
English  pronunciation,  if  they  will.  We  find  how- 
near  they  come  to  it;  and  certainly,  a  man  who  con- 
quers uincteen  j>art.s  of  the  Scutch  accent,  may  con- 
quer the  twentieth.  But,  sir,  when  a  man  has  got 
the  better  of  nine-tenths  he  grows  weary»  he  relaxes 
his  diligence,  he  finds  he  has  corrected  his  accent  so 
far  as  not  to  be  disagreeable,  and  he  no  longer  desires 
his  friends  to  tell  him  when  he  is  wrong,  nor  does  he 
choose  to  be  told.  Sir,  when  peoi>le  watch  me  nar- 
rowly, and  I  do  not  watch  myself,  tliey  will  find  me 
out  to  be  of  a  particular  county.  In  the  same  manner 
Dunning  may  be  found  out  to  be  a  Devonshire  man. 
So  most  Scotchmen  may  be  found  out.  But,  sir,  little 
aberrations  are  of  no  disadvantage.  I  never  catched 
Mallet  in  a  Scotch  accent ;  and  yet  Mallet,  I  suppose, 
was  past  five-and-twenty  before  he  came  to  London  ^" 
Upon  another  occasion  I  tall<ed  to  him  on  this 
subject,  having  myself  taken  some  pains  to  improve 
my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  the  late  Mr.  Love", 
of  Dniry-lane  theatre,  when   he   was   a  player  at 


4 
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>  [He  wyi^inUic  Lixet  af  the  Poett,  thu  *'  of  MaHei  he  hw)  a  vcrjr  tllght 
penmul  knowlodgc"  .MaUct  aaii«  to  Enjtlaad  In  1733*  when  he  wu  Rboul 
twtnty-five  yeais  of  age. — En.J 

■  [lyovc  WM  an  Buunu-d  naiiit^.  He  waf  the  hmi  of  Ur.  Itutce,  the  wchilect. 
lie  resided  muiy  fctn  u  Kdinburgh  u  tuanagiv  of  Uir  tjmtxi:  n(  tlmi  city ;  he 
TdTDoved  in  I71E2  to  DniTy>liinr«  wid  died  iii  IJjt.  He  vnxe  »onu  ibc«triuJ 
pLeciorniir>-]iutaiioii. — Kit  | 
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Ediaburgfa,  and  also  of  old  Mr.  Sheridan.  Johnson 
Slid  lo  nie,  "  Sir,  your  pronunciation  is  not  offensive." 
With  Uiis  cuncessiou  I  was  pretty  well  satisfied  ;  and 
let  me  give  ray  countrymen  of  Nortli-Britain  an  ad- 
viee  not  to  aim  at  absolute  perfection  in  this  respect; 
not  to  si>eak  /lig/i  Kngliish,  as  we  are  apt  to  call 
what  is  far  removed  from  the  Scotch,  but  which  is 
br  no  means  f^ood  Ku^ih/t,  and  makes  "  the  fools 
who  use  it"  truly  ridiculous.  Good  English  is  plain. 
easy,  and  smooth  in  the  mouth  of  an  unaffected 
English  gentleman.  A  studied  and  factitious  pro* 
■nncintion,  which  requires  [lerpetual  attention,  and 
inposes  pei*petual  constraint,  is  exceedingly  disgust- 
wg,  A  small  intermixture  of  provincial  peculiarities 
Wtcy,  perhaps,  have  an  agreeable  eflect,  as  the  notes 
of  different  birds  concur  in  the  harmony  of  the 
gfOve»  and  please  more  than  if  they  were  all  exactly 
alike.  I  could  name  some  gentlemen  of  Ireland', 
Lo  whom  a  slight  ]>ro]>ortion  of  the  accent  and  re> 
dtative  of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The  same 
observation  will  apply  to  the  gentlemen  of  Scotland. 
I  do  not  mean  that  we  should  speak  as  broad  as  a 
certain  prosi)erous  member-  of  parliament  from  that 
country;  though  it  has  been  well  observed,  that  ''it 
luH  been  of  no  small  use  to  him ;  as  it  rouses  t!ie 
attention  of  the  house  by  its  uncommonness;  and  is 
equal  to  tropes  and  figures  in  a  good  English  sjieaker.** 
i  would  give  as  an  instance  of  what  I  mean  to  re- 
commend to  my  countrymen,  tlie  pronunciation  of 
the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot^;  and  may  I  presume  to 

'  IM».  BowweH  [urobablr  included,  In  thin  obwrvatimi,  Mr.  Burke  j  who,  to 
tm  Imi,  maiacd  man  of  uit  Imb  accent  thoD  wu  ^ccable  to  Ut»  indul^nt 

•  (Mr.  IHndu,  su<!C<;«i!tcIj  lord  adTocslc,  wcrMarj'  nf  itatc,  first  loH  of  llie 
■fainlty,  aad  \'iKOtiDt  AlclviUe.  whow  accent,  and  mmtif  of  whotc  phniKs 
•oelu  the  !»!  pmilinrly  nniionjil — Kn.] 

1  {the  ihM  bairint't,  Taihcr  of  the  tint  honl  >lmio;  n  ftcnOi-innn  iff  ili> 
Waahw  in  lh«  poliiical,  and  not  unknown  in  the  pocticul  wurK) :  h«  diet)  in 
*7T7-  la  i*  •*»•.  bowrver,  nitb«r  //Wyrnrwn  in  r.YiMiiniiiKl  aa  a  liindtl  of  pro- 
MadbfbM,  WW  who  wu  idtcadf  dtad* — ignfitxtn  pr  igmitint — Ed.) 
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add  that  of  the  present  Earl  of  Marchmont',  who 
told  me,  with  great  g(>i)d-huinour,  that  the  master  of 
a  shop  iu  London  where  he  was  not  known,  said  to 
him, "  I  suppose,  sir,  you  are  an  American."  "  Why 
so,  sir?"  said  his  lordship.  "  Because,  sir,"  replied 
the  shopkeeiier^  "  you  .speak  neither  English  nor 
Scotch,  hut  something  dilTerent  from  buth,  which  I 
conclude  is  the  language  of  America." 

BoswELL.  "  It  may  be  of  use,  sir,  to  have  a  dic- 
tionary to  ascertain  the  pronunciation."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  sir,  my  Dictionary  shows  you  the  accent  of 
wonls,  if  you  can  but  remember  them."  Bosvi'ELL. 
**  But,  sir.  we  want  marks  to  ascertain  the  pronunci- 
ation of  llie  vowels.  Siieridan,  I  believe,  has  finished 
such  a  work."  JoHNsox.  "  Why.  sir,  consider 
liow  much  easier  it  is  to  learn  a  language  by  the 
ear,  than  by  any  marks.  Sheridan's  JJictiunary  may 
do  very  well ;  hut  you  cannot  always  carry  it  about 
with  you :  and,  when  you  want  the  word,  you  have 
not  the  dictionaiy.  It  is  like  a  man  who  has  a 
sword  tliat  will  nut  draw.  It  is  an  admirable  sword, 
to  he  sure :  hut  while  your  enemy  is  cutting  your 
throat,  you  are  unable  to  use  it.  Besides,  sir,  what 
entitles  Sheridan  to  fix  the  pronunciation  of  English  ? 
lie  has.  in  the  first  place,  the  disadvantage  of  being 
an  Irishman  :  and  if  he  says  he  will  fix  it  after  the 
example  of  the  best  company,  why.  they  differ  among 
themselves.  I  rememlkr  an  instance:  when  I  pub- 
li»fht>d  tlie  Plan  for  my  Dictionary,  Lord  C'hesterfield 
toUi  me  that  the  word  ffrettf  should  be  pronotmced 
so  ns  to  rh)Tne  to  slate;  and  Sir  AN'iliiam  Vouge' 

•  [Hugli,  foiirUi  Earl  iif  Maichmuiit,  the  rrknil  uid  ntcoitor  uf  Poik;  born 
Ju  l7ua.difdiul7!M,— Ki>.] 

'*  [Sit  W.  Yongv.  l'ouT:h  tuioiKt,  K.  n.  uid  Mcreuuy  m  wax  in  Sit  Hubert 
WalpoWn  Mlininiiiinilioii;  be  iiivA  in  17*^  ^^«  anir,  vol  i.  n.  l?!',  where 
tlir  iilinir  luM  inndvcnntUr  suud  ihai  Sir  W-  Vongc  told,  iniuaa  o( lent  nnrd 
ui  Jahmon  bow  mtt  hbaiiul  be  (uOMOuncnl.  The  (xuiiumaitian  i>  nuw  sntltti, 
bt-jrond  qnmiion,  in  iJii:  mpdc-  ciiet)  liy  l<otil  L'lmtcriieltL — i',D-\ 
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wtni  me  vrord  that  it  should  be  pronouncefl  so  as  to 
rhyme  to  jii'ftt,  and  that  none  but  an  Irishman  would 
(ironounce  it  ff-rait.  Now  here  Here  two  men  of  the 
highest  rauk,  the  one,  the  best  speaker  in  the  house 
of  lords,  the  other,  the  best  speaker  in  the  house  of 
camiiions,  diftering  entirely.** 

I  o^aiii  visited  him  at  uight.      Kinding  liim  in  a 
rery  i^ood  humour,   I  ventured  to  lead  him  to  the 
fldbjcct  of  otir  situation  in  a  future  state,  having 
mnch  curiosity  to  know  his  notions  on  that  point. 
Johnson.  "  ^ATiy,  sir,  the  happiness  of  an  uneni- 
bodied  spirit  will  consist '  in  a  consciouinness  of  the 
farour  of  Gou,  in  tlie  contemplation  of  truth,  and  iu 
ihe   possession   of  felicitating   ideas."     JJoswell. 
•*  But,  sir,  is  there  any  harm  in  our  fonning  to  our- 
selves ronjeclures  as  to  the  particulars  of  our  happi- 
nirafi,  though  the  scripture  has  said  but  very  little  on 
L   llie  subject?  *  We  know  not  what  we  shall   be.'" 
B  Johnson.    "  Sir,  there  is  no  harm.     What  philo- 
^Pl^y  Ku;7gesis  to   us   on   this   topick   is  probable: 
"what  scripture  tells  us  is  certain.     Dr.  Henry  More' 
has  carried  it  as  far  as  philosophy  can.     You  may 
fauj  both  his  Lheologicnl  and  philosophical  works  in 

I  two  volumes  folio,  for  about  eight  shillings."  Hos- 
WEI.L.  "  One  of  the  most  pleasing  thoughts  is,  that 
we  shall  see  our  friends  again  V  .Iounson.  "  Yes, 
lir;  but  you  must  consider,  that  whi*u  we  are  become 
purely  rational,  many  of  our  friendships  will  be  cut 
off.  Many  friendships  are  formed  by  a  community 
of  seimual  pleasures;  all  these  will  be  cut  off.     \Ve 

^L^UBA^^AaflMnit^  c«  sccount  of  his  voluminoas  cffbrtx  tn  blend  Ui« 

^^^^^^^^B^H|^klth  dttittiaoitj'.     Uc^  Via  IlLlninnt.  uid  ValmduL'  Grctc- 

^^StmBS^9lf/Bmdk^  »evctsl  prnfcsuiiank,  were  iuitr>iiii«nl  hy  Aiinc  Fllkcfa, 

TWr  Cocrv*)'  (Twnclfk  mjitic}.  «ni1  all  t>.-m(1c(I  Tor  wnw  time  in  Ua  h»am  u 

Itafljbv,  vh<«  there  is  »  portnui  of  Vwa  Udmoni,  aod  when  were  ftniml  by 

Ub  Wtlpol.-  ncrcnU  Irtlrn  iif  Dr.  Motv.— K».) 

*  BUtof*  Uall.  in  hi<  Kpbtli%  "  ili^oMiriUig  of  ilir  dilTtmil  tltftiv.'*  of  lm> 
folf  ^mj,  tad  of  vui  iuuiuaI  knowledge  of  cucli  oOier  rImtc."  Iioldii  tlie 
"" — "  "'  m  bath  ihcpc  •guniions — Malo!I£.     [S«c  awfr,  p.  !l. — En-l 
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form  many  friendslnps  with  bad  men,  because  they 
have  agreeable  qualities,  and  they  can  be  useful  to 
us;  but,  after  death,  tliey  can  no  longer  be  of  use  to 
us.  We  form  many  friendshipR  by  mistake,  ima- 
gining people  to  be  different  from  what  they  really 
are.  After  death,  we  shall  see  every  one  in  a  tme 
light.  Then,  sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  our  re- 
lations :  but  then  all  relationship  is  dissolved :  and 
we  shall  have  no  regard  for  one  person  more  than 
another,  but  for  their  real  value.  However,  we  shall 
eitlier  have  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  our  friends, 
or  be  satisfied  without  meeting  them."  Boswell. 
"  Vet,  sir,  we  see  in  scripture,  that  Dives  still  retained 
an  anxious  concern  about  his  brethren."  Joiinsox. 
"  Why,  sir,  we  must  either  suppose  that  passage  to  be 
metaphorical,  or  liold  with  many  divines,  and  all  the 
Piirgatorians,  that  departed  souls  do  not  all  at  once 
arrive  at  the  utmost  perfection  of  which  they  are 
capable."  B(iswell.  "  I  think,  sir,  that  is  a  very 
rational  supposition."  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  sir; 
but  we  do  not  know  it  is  a  tnie  one.  There  is  no 
harm  in  believing  it :  but  you  must  not  compel  others 
to  make  it  an  article  of  faith ;  for  it  ia  not  revealed." 
BoswEl.l..  **  Do  you  think,  sir,  it  is  wrong  in  a 
man  who  holds  the  doctrine  of  purgator\',  to  pray  for 
the  souls  of  his  deceased  friends?"  Johnson, 
"  Why  no,  sir."  Boswell.  *'  I  have  been  told,  ■ 
that  in  the  liturgy  of  the  episcopal  church  of  Scot- 
land, there  was  a  form  of  prayer  for  the  dead." 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  liturgy  which  Laud 
framed  for  the  episcopal  church  of  Scotland :  *  if  ■ 
there  is  a  liturgy  older  than  that,  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  it."  Boswell.  **  As  to  our  employment  in 
a  futiire  state,  the  sacred  writings  say  little.  The 
Revelation,  however,  of  St.  John  gives  us  man^ 
ideas,  and  particularly  mentions  nmsick.    Johnson 
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"  Wby,  sir,  ideas  must  be  given  you  by  means  of 
something  wtiidi  you  know:  and  as  ta  inuBick,  there 
UP  some  philusophers  aiid  divines  who  have  main- 
tained that  we  shall  not  be  spiritualized  to  such  a 
d^ree,  but  that  something  of  matter*  very  much 
refined,  will  reniain.  In  that  ca«e,  musiok  may 
make  a  part  of  our  future  felicity'.** 

BoswELL.  '*  1  do  not  know  whether  there  are 
any  well-attested  stories  of  the  appearance  of  ghosts. 
Von  know  there  is  a  fajnouR  8tory  of  the  apiH-arance 
of  Airs.  \'eal,  prefixed  to  '  Drelincourt  on  Death.'" 
JouKsoN.  "'  I  believe,  sir,  that  is  given  up*;  I  be- 
heve  the  woman  declared  ui>on  her  deathlwd  lliat  it 
HM  a  lie'."  Ko.sWEi.!..  "  'J'his  oiijection  is  made 
agmiust  the  truth  of  ghosts  appearing:  that  if  they 
are  Id  a  state  of  happiness,  it  would  be  a  punishment 
to  ihein  to  return  to  this  world  ;  and  if  they  are  in  a 
iUte  of  misery,  it  woulil  he  giving  them  a  respite," 
/OHNSON.  "  Why»  sir,  as  the  happiness  or  misery  of 
embodied  spirits  does  not  depend  upon  place,  but  is 
iotellectual,  we  cannot  Hay  that  they  are  less  happy 
or  less  miserable  by  ap]>earing  u[Hni  earth." 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to  Mrs. 
Williams's  room,  and  drank  tea.  I  mentioned  that 
we  were  to  have  the  remains  of  Mr.  Gray  in  prose 
and  verse,  published  by  Mr.  Mason.  Johnson.  "  I 
think  we  have  had  enough  of  Gray.  I  see  they  have 
published  a  splendid  edition  of  .\ken8ide*8  works. 
One  bad  ode  may  be  suffered ;  but  a  number  of  them 

•  {8te  amU,  rol.  L  a.  ISO,— Ed.] 

*(IliD>y  b»iHfiawoftqniihi»di*tDr.  Jolinwm,  iiotwitluiftHdingliwRwrninji, 
tet  apfritioai  «re  ftequcnt,  (<tm/^.    p.  li),    was  not    able   to  [>ro<lui.-c   onr 
Mlc  fatBtftnce  of  ludt  ux  tpMuvncc.     We  shall  Had,  in  the  cour*e  of  hb 
iMlimi,  ■  AUlrmeni.  thui  nitl  t'av«  liiul  »R-n  >  K|iinL,  and  wmicuthrr  sinKitkr 
I,  but  nothing  which,  m  il  would  Kem,  Johnaon  hiiiiKlf  could  bellL-vc. 
-Ew.l 

s  Tbt*  fidion  u  known  to  hsve  bocn  invrntcd  by  Dnnirl  Di-fiw.  and  wm  adiIH 
k  ike  MOnd  ■dtdoo  of  ibc  KogUih  inoi]«aor)  of  Drelinroun'i  work  (w)ilcli 
«w  iwipnJif  wriura  bi  Fknteh),  lo  truthe  il  nell.     The  lint  edition  bad  It  noL 

ft     —Mxl-OMK. 
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together  makes  OTie  sick.**  Boswell.  "  Akenside's 
distinguished  poem  is  his  '  Pleasures  of  Imagination:* 
hut.  for  my  part,  I  never  coiiUl  admire  it  so  nmch  as 
most  people  do."  Johnson.  "Sir,  I  could  not  read 
it  through.*'  Boswkll.  '*  I  have  read  it  through  ; 
but  I  did  not  find  any  great  puAver  in  it." 

I  mentioned  Ehval,  the  heretiek,  whose  trial'  Sir 
John  Pringle  had  given  me  to  read.  JoiixsoN- 
**Sir,  Mr.  Elvval  iras.  I  think,  an  ironmonger  at 
Wolverhampton ;  and  he  ha<l  a  mind  to  m.akc  liim- 
self  famous,  by  being  the  founder  of  a  new  sect. 
which  he  wished  much  should  be  called  KliraUUinx. 
He  held,  that  every  thing  in  the  Old  Testament  thai 
was  not  typical  was  to  he  of  j>er])etual  observance; 
and  80  he  wore  a  riband  in  the  plaits  of  his  coatv 
and  he  also  wore  a  beard.  I  remember  I  had  the 
honour  of  dining  in  company  with  Mr,  Elwal-  There 
was  one  Barter,  a  milliT,  who  wrote  against  him ; 
and  you  had  the  controversy  between  Mr.  Elwal  and 
Mr.  Barter,  To  try  to  make  himself  distinguished, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  King  George  the  Second,  chal- 
lenging him  to  dispute  with  him,  in  which  he  said, 
*  George,  if  you  he  afraid  to  come  by  yourself,  to 
dispute  with  a  poor  old  man,  you  may  bring  a  thou- 
sand of  your  6/«c^*-guards  with  you;  and  if  you  should 
still  be  afraid,  you  may  bring  a  thousand  of  your  ted- 
guards.'  The  letter  had  something  of  the  impudence 
of  Junius  to  our  present  king.  But  the  men  of 
Wolverhampton  wure  not  so  inflanunable  as  the  com- 
mon council  of  London ;  so  Mr.  Klwnl  failed  in 
his  scheme  of  making  himself  a  man  of  great  con- 
sequence." 

On  Tuesday,  3Ut  March,  he  and  1  dined  at  Ge- 
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*  (**■  Tbo  l^umph  of  Tinih  t  bi-ira  nit  accouni  of  the  trial  of  K.  KIwbU  tbr 
hcraty  Bnd  blHpbcmr,  Ovo.  Loiid."  Thii  U  raihcr  (he  runbling ilixlinurion  uf 
ui  enihuaLut,  ui«i  il>e  Mcmmi  of  a  trial.— Ei>  ] 
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neml  PaolTs.  A  question  was  started  whether  the 
state  of  marriage  was  natural  to  man.  JtutNsox. 
"  Sir,  it  is  so  far  from  being  natural  for  a  man  and 
woman  to  live  in  a  state  of  marriage,  that  we  find 
all  the  motives  wlnrh  tht-y  havf  for  remaining  in  that 
conneKion,  and  the  restraints  which  civilized  society 
imposes  to  prevent  separation,  are  hardly  sufficient 
to  keep  them  together."  The  general  said,  that  in 
te  of  itatnre  a  man  and  woman  uniting  together. 
Id  form  a  strong  and  constant  affection,  by  the 
matuol  pleasure  each  would  receive;  and  that  the 
taxnr  causes  of  dissension  would  not  arise  between 
them,  as  occur  hetween  husband  and  wife  in  a  ci- 
vilized state.  JojiNsoN.  "  Sir,  they  woxild  hare  dis- 
sensions enough,  though  of  another  kind.  One  would 
Aooacto  go  a  hunting  in  this  woo<l,  the  other  in  tliat; 
one  would  choose  to  go  a  fishing  in  tliis  lake,  the 
other  iu  that;  or,  perhaps,  one  would  choose  to  go 
a  hunting,  when  the  other  would  choose  to  go  a 
SAing;  and  so  they  would  part.  Besides,  sir,  a 
nragc  man  and  a  sjivage  uoinan  meet  by  chance; 
uid  when  the  man  sees  another  woman  that  pleases 
him  fietter,  he  will  leave  the  first.** 

*\\'e  then  fell  into  a  disquisition  whether  there  is 
any  beauty  independent  of  utility.  The  genera! 
maiutfiined  there  was  not.  Dr.  .Tohnson  maintained 
that  there  was;  and  he  instanced  a  coffee  cnp  which 
he  held  in  his  liand,  the  painting  of  which  was  of  no 
real  use,  as  the  cup  could  hold  the  coffee  equally 
well  if  plain  ;  yet  the  painting  was  beautiful. 

We  talked  of  the  strange  custom  of  swearing  in 
conversation.  The  general  said,  that  all  barbarous 
nations  swore  from  a  certain  violence  of  temper,  that 
could  not  be  confined  to  earth,  but  was  always  reach- 
ing at  the  ]>owers  above.     He  said,  too,  that  there. 
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wasgreatervariety  of  swearing,  in  proportion  as  there 
was  a  greater  variety  of  religious  cereuionies. 

Dr.  Johnson  went  home  witli  me  to  my  lodgings 
in  Conduit-street  and  drank  tea.  previous  to  our 
going  to  the  Pantheon,  which  neither  of  us  had  seen 
before. 

He  said,  "Goldsmith's  Life  of  Parnell  is  jwor; 
not  that  it  h  poorly  written,  hut  that  he  had  poor 
materials;  for  nohody  can  write  the  life  of  a  man, 
but  those  \^ho  have  eat  and  drunk  and  lived  in  social 
intercourse '  with  him." 

I  said,  tliat  if  it  was  not  troublesome  and  pre- 
suming too  much^  I  would  refjuest  him  to  tell  iiie 
all  the  little  circumstances  of  his  life ;  what  schools 
he  attended,  when  he  came  toOxford,  when  be  came 
to  London,  &c.  &c.  liv  did  not  disapprove  of  my 
curiosity  as  to  these  particulars;  hut  said,  "They'll 
come  out  by  degrees,  as  we  talk  together." 

[^\lien  Mrs.  Piozzi,  in  July*  1773,  happened  to 
'  allude  to  his  future  biographer,  **  Ami  who  will  be  my 
biographer,"  said  lie,  "  do  you  think?"  "Goldsmith, 
no  doubt,"  replied  she,  *'  and  be  will  do  it  the  best 
among  us."  "  The  dog  would  write  it  best,  to  be  sure," 
replied  he ;  "  but  his  particular  malice  towards  me, 
and  general  disregard  for  tnitli,  would  make  tlie  hook 
useless  to  all,  and  iujuiious  to  my  character."  "Oh! 
as  to  that,"  said  she,  "we  should  all  fasten  upon  Iiim, 
and  force  him  to  do  you  justice  ;  but  the  worst  is,  the 
doctor  does  not  Icuoiv  ymir  life;  nor  can  1  tell  indeed 
who  does,  except  Dr.  Taylor  of  Ashbourne."  "Why, 
Taylor,"  said  be, "  is  better  ac<piainted  with  my  fteart 
than  any  man  or  woman  now  alive ;  and  the  history 


'  [Yet  Johiwon  hiitMelf  knew  tntt  fvw  of  the  iiiunjr  wtimc  livn  he  irmtc.  Will 
that  few  arc  ccrairlj'  not  hi«  luoit  titnuaing  biographical  productions.  See 
ante,  rol.  I.  p.  34.1  n — Ed.  ] 
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of  my  Oxford  exploit*  lies  all  between  him'  and  Piowi. 
Adams;  but  Dr.  James  knows  my  very  early  davs  ^'  ' 
better  than  he.  After  my  coming  to  London  to  drive 
the  world  about  a  little,  you  nmst  all  go  to  Jack 
Hawkesworth  for  anecdotes :  I  lived  in  great  famili- 
arity with  him  (though  I  think  there  was  not  much 
sfTection)  from  the  year  17 J'J  till  the  time  Mr.  Tlirale 
uid  you  took  me  up.  I  intend,  however,  to  disaji- 
point  the  rogues,  and  either  make  you  write  the  life, 
with  Taylors  intelligence;  or,  which  is  lx*tter,  do  it 
fflybelf,  after  outliving  you  all.  I  am  now/'  added 
he,  "  keeping  a  diary,  in  hopes  of  using  it  for  that 
purpose  some  time."] 

He  censured  RuflThead's  Life  of  Pope ;  and  said, 
"he  knew  nothing  of  Pope,  and  nothing  of  poetry." 
He  praised  Dr.  Joseph  Warton's  Essay  on  Pope; 
but  said,  he  supposed  we  should  have  no  more  of  it, 
as  the  outbour  had  not  been  able  to  persuade  the 
vorid  to  think  of  Poi>c  as  he  did."  Boswf.ll. 
"\Vhy,  sir,  should  that  prevent  bini  from  continuing 
I  his  work  ?  He  is  an  ingenious  counsel,  who  has  made 
the  most  of  his  cause :  he  is  not  obliged  to  gain  it." 
JoBNsON.  "  But,  sir,  there  is  a  difierence  when  the 
CMise  is  of  a  man's  own  making." 
I  We  talked  of  the  proper  use  of  riches.  Johnson. 
•*If  I  were  a  man  of  great  estate,  I  woidd  drive  all 
the  rascals  whom  I  did  not  like  out  of  the  coimty,  at 
xa  election." 

I  asked  him,  how  far  he  thought  wealth  should  be 
(nployed  in  hospitality.  Johnson.  "Vou  are  to 
consider  that  ancient  hospitality,  of  which  we  hear 
10  much,  was  in  an   uncommercial  country,  when 

■  iTU»  (•*  wdl  u  liw  ((017  ot  (he  ihf>^t,  antt,  rnl.  J.  j>.  4ti,  n.)  Mciti*  inom. 
««M  mVk  llw  ioleratn  drmwn  ftora  the  booka  of  rcnibrokc  Coltcge,  that 
i^amt  ^mA  kft  OiimA  before  T&fWr  caaic  thithrr.  Tltv  Bditot  cui  KtUaipt 
VMOBclk  ikcK  diKTcpuKie*  onljr  hj  nippoiing  ih«  Johnton,  ih<>tiji()i  \w.  hul 
Uk  fif  Iwrfy  Caiifgt,  iwnuDiud  m  OsftiTO,  livinft,  pcHi»p»<  *''t^  Taylor,  m 
^mfmltm  m  jmnite  tutor.— Eu.) 
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men  being  idle,  were  glad  to  be  entertained  at  rich 
men's  tables.     But  in  a  commercial  country,  a  busy 
countf)',  time  becomes  precious,  and  tlierefore  Uospi-   ^ 
tality  is  not  so  much   valued.     No  doubt  there  is  f 
still  room  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man  has 
a  satisfaction  in  seeing  his  friends  eating  and  drinking 
around  him.     But  promiscuous  hospitality  is  not  the 
way  to  gain  real  influence.     You  must  help  some 
l>eople  at  table  before  others;  you  must  ask  some 
people  how  tliey  like  their  wine  oftener  than  others. 
You  therefore  ufTend  more  people  than  you  please. 
You  are  like  the  French  statesman,  who  .said,  when 
he  granted  a  favour,  *J*tiiJait  dix  mvcontenU  et  im  fl 
inffraL*     Besides,  sir,  being  entertained  ever  so  well  ^ 
at  a  man's  table,  impresses   no   lasting  regard  or 
esteem.    No,  sir,  the  way  to  make  sure  of  power  and 
influence  is,  by  lending  money  confidentially  to  your 
neighbour  at  a  small  interest,  or  perhaps  at  no  in- 
terest at  all,  and  having  their  bonds  in  your  pos- 
session."   BoswKLL.  "  May  not  a  man,  sir,  employ 
his  riches  to  advantage,  in  eilucating  young  men  of 
merit?"    JoHNsoN.  "  Yes,  sir,  if  they  fall  in  your 
way ;   but  if  it  be  understood  that  you  ]iatronize 
young  men  of  merit,  you  will  be  hai-assed  with  soli- 
citations.    Yon  will  have  uuuibers  forced  ujwn  you, 
who  have  no  merit ;  some  will  force  them  ujion  you 
from  mistaken  partiality;  and  some  from  downright 
interested  motives,  without  scruple ;  and  you  will  be| 
disgraced." 

"  Were  I  a  rich  man,  I  wonid  propagate  all  kinds  oi 
trees  that  will  grow  in  the  open  air.  A  green-house 
is  childish.  I  would  intro<luce  foreign  animals  into 
the  countr)' ;   for  instance,  the  rein- ' 


■  Thfa  project  tuut  slcoe  been  rcsltHnl.     Sir  Uoiry  Ltildcl,  wbo  made  a  if 
riled  (our  into  L«pknil,brou|thl  two  rcin-dccr  to  hU  «uie  in  Nurthumbpriandi] 
where  thfy  bred  :  but  the  race  haa  uiifnrtututdjr  peri^Mi. Bo9Wt:t,t., 
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TTi«  coDversatiou  now  turned  on  mtiral  subjects. 
JoHXSox.  "  Bayes,  hi  *The  Ruhearsal/  is  aniif^hty 
silly  characttr.  If  it  was  intended  to  be  like  a  jiar- 
ticuUr  man,  it  could  only  be  diverting  while  that 
lUBii  was  remembered.  But  I  question  whether  it 
waa  meant  for  Dryden,  as  has  l)eeu  reported  ;  for  we 
know  some  of  the  j)assages  said  to  be  ridiculed  wore 
written  since  the  Rehearsal:  at  least  a  passage  men- 
tioued  in  the  preface'  is  of  a  later  date."  I  main- 
tained that  it  bad  merit  as  a  general  satire  on  the 
jelf-importaiice  of  dramatick  authours.  But  even  in 
this  light  he  held  it  very  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  Pantheon.  The  first  view 
of  it  did  not  strike  us  so  iiiueh  as  lianelagh ',  of  which 
he  siaid,  the  "coup  (I'wil w&s  the  finest  thing  he  ha<I 
wer  seen.*'  The  trutli  is,  Kanelagh  is  of  a  more 
beautiful  form  ;  more  of  it,  or  rather  indeed  the  whole 
rotunda,  appears  at  once,  and  it  is  better  lighted. 

>  Hmv  la  OB  fntuot  tu  "  Tbt  Rdu:snal,"  n  origlnKlly  publiEhnl-  Dr. 
Jthataa  ■ataii  to  tuve  idmiU  the  ac!dr«u  to  (he  reader,  with  &  key  subjoined  to 
%  ^UA  bar*  bom  prefisod  to  ibc  inodcra  editions  of  iliai  iilav.  lie  ilid  nm 
ka*Wk  il  rvfttn,  tfast  KTi;ml  aJdiliimt  were  niuEe  |o  "' T'lt^  Hrlirjmar'  ni'iix 
Ai  ttnt  caitipn.  The  ridicule  on  iht'  pftsnign  here  alludrd  to  iit  found  aninnff 
Amm  aJditimm*.  Tbrf  tbrrHura  fumiali  no  Kmisd  for  ibc  iloubta  hctc  nu);gai«d. 
tTancatiombljr  Bayc^  «ua  meant  to  he  Ibe  rt^ireanttiitive  -iil'  Itryiltn,  wlicwe 
■■wiM'  fbnan  In  hi>  oidlnuy  eoRvenadon  uv  fh.'quentl)-  btroduced  Id  thii 

max Malokk.     [Bkru  may  hart-  b^cu  origfaiKlly  akctchird  fai  Sir  Ilobert 

nvwwdi,  but  tbcK  i*  tto  doubt  th»t  the  llnislved  pkiuir  wks  mmnt  fiiT  Drvili^n — 
if  kiauK^  otHflnitu  bittfrlif  ihai  it  uii>  to;  Kud  Johnaoti,  better  infaniicd 
■bea  be  onic  to  irrite  I>r)(lm'H  life,  exprculy  vtyn  llul  "  hf  was  charactcrucd 
■ndv  Ibc  lunw  of  Uayca  in  '  The  llchcanal.' " — En-j 

*(RjaM!l«gh}»o called  bcoiiK-itt  '^iu-  wiu  tli&t  ufa  villa  of  Vixwunt Kanelagh, 
■■■  CMbc*.  WW  ■  pU«e  ot  eniertaiDnirat,  of  wliifli  the  prinripsi  mntn  wns  on 
■Ml  of  great  dtmeaufloa,  whb  an  orchestra  in  the  ccnac,  aail  Ucn  of  bosc«  all 
nasd.  Tbe  chief  aoinmnml  waa  jiriunenadim^.  un  it  wan  called,  ruuiul  and 
■■ad  tbe  circular  area  Itclcm,  and  lakinjj  ri'frrshuii-nlii  in  ihc  boxes,  while  the 
nclmtra  rxccutad  difFcmii  piefc*  of  music.  The  I'Miihcon,  in  Oslbtd-siteol, 
•aa  built  in  1773(  aftir  Wyatt'n  dnigiu,  »  a  kini]  ui  Suwn  Itanelagi,  but  |»ar- 
iMfcnore  of  ibc  ^ape  of  atb«Rtrc  (10  the  purports  of  which  li  was  NinetiDieB 
m41hIL  Boib  ihtM  places  bad  a  eoovidi'iabu)  roftue  foi  a  time,  but  ar«  now 
M^Wl  HvgotleB:  the  bsl  appearance  {'i(  one  aiiay  uk  the  »prni«imii)  of  Hane- 
h|^  vat  wben  the  inttallatlon  ball  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath,  iti  1802,  wae 
iffM  (faVK  It  baa  ainoe  betn  imicd  to  the  ground,  and  no  vcvtigc  of  that  once 
■In  alas  ■miDa.  Tb«  orifpiul  ['anihoini  wtu<  hurnMl  down,  bul  waa  rc- 
bwi  ao  a  noR  fDodciate  Kale,  and  u«e<l  to  b«  heard  of,  o-s  ilit  ^n-nr  at  an  ue- 
naloeal  mainiifrti  or  eonexnt  but  it  haa  not  beta  opened,  it  la  bcHeved,  tor 
*K  Um  iwcHtjr  yean.— Ku] 
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However,  as  Johnson  observed,  we  saw  the  Pantheon 
in  time  of  mourning,  when  there  was  a  dull  uni- 
formity; wliereas  we  had  seen  Ranclagh  when  the 
view  was  enUveued  with  a  gay  profusion  uf  colours. 
Mrs.  BosviUe',  ofGunthwait,  in  Yorkshire,  joined 
us,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  us.  Johnson 
said  to  me  afterwards,  "  Sir,  this  is  a  mighty  intelli- 
gent lady." 

1  said  there  was  not  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  plea- 
sure in  seeing  tliia  place.  Johnson*.  •*  But.  sir,  there 
is  half  a  guinea's  wortli  of  inferiority  to  other  i»eople 
in  not  having  seen  it."  Boswei.i..  "  I  doubt,  sir, 
whether  there  arc  many  happy  people  here."  Joiix- 
SOS'.  "  Yes,  sir,  there  are  many  happy  people  here. 
There  are  many  people  here  who  are  watching  huu- 
dreds,  and  who  think  hundreds  are  watching  them." 

Hap{>ening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Ferguson'',  I  pre- 
sented him  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Sir  Adam  expressed 
some  apjirehentdon  that  the  Pantheon  would  en- 
courage luxury.  "  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "  I  am  a 
great  friend  to  publick  anniseineuts ;  for  they  keep 
fieople  from  vice,  ^'ou  now  (addressing  himself  to 
ine)  would  have  been  with  a  wench,  had  you  not 
been  here,     O  !  I  tbrgot  you  were  married." 

Sir  Adam  sxiggested,  that  luxury  corrupts  a  people, 
and  destroys  the  spirit  of  liberty.  Johnson.  "Sir, 
that  is  all  visionary.  I  would  not  give  half  a  guinea 
to  live  under  one  form  of  government  rather  than 
another.  It  is  of  no  moment  to  the  happiness  of  an 
individual.  Sir,  the  daiigcr  of  the  abuse  of  power  is 
nothing   to  a  private   man.      What  Kreuchman  is 


•  TPiftiia  Wenlwdnli,  wife  at  Ooitny  Drnvillc,  F.*q.  of  Ounthwxii,  «ha«e 
dui||huT  hui  niftrriGd,  iii  IjKfl.  Sir  Alexander,  aflmrud*  cnaud  I.ord,  Mkc- 
domld.— ^U.J 

■  (Sir  Adam  Fnfpinn  of  Kdkcmn.  Ban.  mnnbar  of  pftrluuiMDl  for  Aj^ 
*hlK  fnxi)  1774  to  178<k_£n.) 
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prevented  from  passing  his  life  as  he  pleases'?"     Sir 
Adam.  "But,  sir,  in  the  British  constitution  it  is 
surely  of  importance  to  keep  up  a  spirit  in  the  people, 
w  as  to  preserve  a  halance  against  the  crown."  John- 
Son.    "Sir,  I  perceive  you  are  a  vile  whig^     Why 
all  this  childish  jealousy  of  the  power  of  the  crown? 
The  crown  has  not  power  enough,     ^^^hen  I  sjiy  that 
all  goveninierits  are  alike,  I  consider  that  in  no  go- 
vemnient  power  can  he  ahused  long.     Mankind  will 
not  bear  it.     If  a  sovereign  oppresses  his  people  to  a 
great  degree,  they  will  rise  and  cut  offhis  head.  There 
is  ■  remedy  in  human  nature  against  tyranny,  that 
will  keep  us  safe  under  every  form  of  governinent. 
Had   not  the  people  of  France  thought  themselves 
bonoured  in  sharing  in  the  hrilliant  actions  of  Louis 
XIV.,  they  would  not  have  endured  him ;  and  we  may 
ay  the  sa»ne  of  the  King  of  Prussia's  people."     Sir 
Adam  introduced  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Homaiis. 
Johnson.    **  Sir,  the  mass  of  both  of  them  were 
turfoarians.     The  mass  of  every  j>eople  must  be  bar- 
barous where  there  is  no  printing,  and  consequently 
knowledge  is  not  generally  diffused.     Knowledge  is 
diffused  among  our  people  by  the  newspajjers."     Sir 
Adam  mentioned   the  orators,  jioets,  and  artists  of 
Greece.     Johnson.  *'  Sir,  I  am  talking  of  the  mass 
of  the  people.     We  see  even  what  the  boasted  Athe- 
nians were.     The  little  effect  which  Demosthenes's 
orations  had  upon  them,  shows  that  they  were  bar- 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topicks;  for  he  sug- 

*  [TU»  ii  nd  "  UkIij  «f  ulk."  If  ■  FtmchmaTi  hod  written  uiy  thing  like 
Miaiva'ft  A'or/nU:  Pri/phny,  or  (alk«l  of  Louii  XV.  as  Jchnsoa  did  o(  Goor){e 
A*  Om  III  111,  be  wtiold  have  bvm  cillu-T  fnTml  tci  fly,  ur  wini!<!  Iinvr  rspintnl  his 
■ibodiaD  in  the  BuilUe:  pwyr  .Mantionid  vw,  we  knnw,  hctii  tn  tht  Butille 
fer  frpnatrnt!  '^  puwljr  of  •  fc«r  Uiiw  in  a  flay,  mi  wlikh  ■  lord  of  ih«  bed. 
^■abar  bappefMd  to  be  otfvadnl — Eu-J 

•  llltai*  wordi  muM  havt  been  ■ccoiniMnied  nnd  aoncncd  by  mhuc  jocular 
tsaao^ai  af  eaiutuiiBDa  or  iatooadiMi  or  voice,  for,  rude  u  Johnson  of^cD  ma, 
k  m  hMtily  CDOed<r*ble  ihm  he  should  luivt-  arriouitly  MUtI  nidt  a  tiling  to  s  gtn> 

whom  bt  uw  for  the  fint  lime— £o.] 
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gcstcd  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bishops  having 
seats  in  the  house  of  lords.  Johnson.  "  How  so, 
sir?  MTio  is  more  projier  for  having  the  dignity  (rf 
a  peer  than  a  bishop,  provided  a  bishop  be  what  he 
oiight  to  be  ;  and  if  improper  bishops  be  made,  that 
is  not  t)ie  fault  of  the  hishoi>s,  but  of  those  who  make 
them." 

Ou  Sunday,  April  5,  after  attending  divine  ser- 
vice at  St.  Paul's  church,  I  found  him  alone.  Of  a 
schoolmaster  '  of  his  ao(|uaiiit<ance,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, he  said,  "He  has  a  great  deal  of  good  alwut 
him ;  but  he  is  also  very  defective  in  some  respects. 
His  inner  part  is  good,  but  his  outer  part  is  mighty 
awkuard.  Vou  iti  S<-otI:ind  do  not  attain  that  nice 
critical  skill  in  languages,  which  we  get  in  our  schools 
in  England.  I  would  not  put  a  boy  to  him,  whom  I 
intended  for  a  man  of  learning.  But  for  the  sons  of 
citizens,  who  are  to  learn  a  little,  get  good  morals,  and 
then  go  to  trade,  he  may  do  very  well." 

I  mentioned  a  cause  in  which  I  had  appeared  as 
counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  where  &  pro/idttotter  (jis  one  li- 
censed to  prt-ach,  but  not  yet  ordained,  is    called)       i 
was  op[x)sed  in  his  application  to  be  inducted,  be-  ■ 
cause  it  was  alleged  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  for- 
nication five  years  before.     Johnson.  '*  Why,  sir,  if 
he  has  repented,  it  is  not  a  suflBcient  objection.     A 
man  who  is  good  enough  to  go  to  heaven,  is  good  ■ 
enough  to  he  a  clergyman."     This  was  a  humane 
and  lilwral  sentiment.     But  the  character  of  a  clergy- 
man is  more  sacred  than  that  of  an  orilinarj-  christian. 
As  he  is  to  instruct  with  autliority,  he  should  be  re- 
garded  with  reverence,  as   one  upon  nhom  divine  ■ 
truth  has  had  the  eflfect  to  set  him  above  such  trans-   " 
gressions,  as  men,  less  exalted  by  spiritual  habits  and 

•  [yir.  KIphifMUin:  ate  umt*,  vol  i.  p.  IKG. — Etv) 
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jat  upon  the  whole  not  to  he  excluded  from  heaven. 
have  been  Ijetraycd  into  by  the  predominance  of  pas- 
sion. TImt  clergymen  may  he  considered  as  sinners 
in  gmeral,  as  all  men  are,  cannot  he  denied ;  hut 
this  reflection  nill  not  counteract  their  good  precej)t8 
io  nnicb>  as  tlie  absolute  knowle<l^e  of  tlieir  having 
been  guilty  of  ccttain  specific  immoral  acts.  I  told 
him,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  in 
Uieir  "  IJook  of  DiscipUne,"  iH  n  ftcattda/^  as  it  is  called, 
is  not  prosecuted  for  five  years,  it  cannot  aften\ards 
be  proceeded  uiH>n,  **  unless  it  beo/V/  heinous  nafnre, 
or  again  becuine  Hagrant;"  and  that  hence  a  question 
MOBe^  whether  fornication  was  a  sin  of  a  heinous  no- 
tae;  and  that  I  hud  maintained, that  itdid  not  deserve 
dl&t  epitliet,  in  '^  nmcli  a^  it  wai>  not  one  of  those  sins 
wbich  ai^e  very  great  depravity  of  heart:  in  short, 
was  not,  in  the  general  acceptation  of  mankind,  a 
heinous  sin.  Johnson.  "  No,  sir.  it  is  not  a  lieinous 
sin.  A  heinoiu  sin  is  that  fur  which  a  man  is  punished 
with  death  or  banishment."  Boswell.  "  But,  sir, 
after  I  had  argued  that  it  was  not  a  heinous  sin,  an 
ohl  det^'mau  roKC  up,  and  repeating  the  text  of  scrip- 
ture deuouncing  judgment  itgainst  whoremongers, 
asked,  whether,  considering  this,  there  could  be  any 
doubt  of  fornication  l)eing  a  heinous  sin."  Joiin.sun. 
•*  \VTi\' ,  sir,  ohsene  the  word  whoremouf^r.  Every 
BD,  if  persisted  in,  will  become  heinous.  W'hore- 
BMmger  is  a  dealer  in  whores,  as  ironmonger  is  a 
dealer  in  iron.  But  as  you  don't  call  a  man  an  iron- 
monger for  buying  and  selliitg  a  penknife ;  so  you 
dou*t  call  a  man  a  whoremonger  for  getting  one 
vench  witli  cliild'." 

I  KjK>hc  of  the  inequality  of  the  livings  of  the  clergy 
in  Kaglaud,  and  the  scanty  provisions  of  some  of  the 

mC  mm  b*  pmamnl  tlwc  l>r.  Johnson  meuit  ut  itivc  iDy  caunUn«nce 
mmmm»t  tnoagh  in  iho  diuadcr  of  an  iul\-or^c  he  ntvlc  a  juH  and 
!  ^'^im'rtfflf  belwcco  occuioul  uid  lubttual  tr«u^n-uJoa. — Uoswxll. 
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curates.  Johnson.  **  AVhy  yes,  sir;  but  it  cannot 
he  Iifljied.  You  must  consider,  tliat  the  revenues  of 
(he  clergy  arc  not  at  the  disposal  of  the  state,  like  the 
pay  of  the  army.  Different  men  have  founded  dif- 
ferent churches ;  and  some  arc  better  endowed,  some 
worse.  The  state  cannot  interfere,  and  make  an  e<jual 
division  of  what  has  been  i»aitifularly  api»ropriate<]. 
Now  when  a  clergyman  has  but  a  small  living,  or 
even  two  small  livings,  he  can  afford  very  little  to 
the  curate." 

He  said  he  went  more  frequently  to  church  when 
there  were  prayers  only,  than  when  there  was  also  a 
sermon,  as  the  people  re([uired  more  an  example  for 
the  one  tlian  the  other ;  it  being  nmch  easier  for  them 
to  hear  a  sermon,  than  to  fix  their  minds  on  prayer. 

On  Monday,  April  6,  I  dined  with  him  at  Sir 
Alexander  Macdonald's,  where  was  a  young  officer  in 
the  regimentals  of  tlie  Scots  Royal,  who  talked  with 
a  vivacity,  fluency,  and  precision  so  uncommon,  that 
he  attracted  particular  attention.  He  provefl  to  be 
the  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine,  youngest  brother  to  the 
Karl  of  Huchau,  who  has  since  risen  into  such  brilliant 
reputation  at  the  bar  in  ^Vestminster-hall '. 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Jolmsonexclaimed,  '•  He 
was  a  blockhead;"  and  upon  njy  expressing  my  asto- 
nishment at  so  strange  an  assertion,  he  said,  "  What 
I  mean  by  his  l)elng  a  blockhead  is,  that  he  was  a 
barren  raacal."  BdSWEi.r,.  "  Will  you  not  allow, 
sir,  that  he  draws  very  natural  pictures  of  human 

'  [Rjim  in  IJiS  ;  entered  ihe  navy  u  i  midihipmkn  in  178-t,  •nd  the  onrt}/ 
••  «ii  CDtign  in  the  roraU  in  l7<Sa-  He  wu%  uUlnl  to  tlie  bu  in  177!!;  *p- 
pninltd  x  kiiij^'s  CKUticit  in  \^H^  nml,  in  lliOO,  loid  t-liAnrcllior  of  KrBland.arul 
crr«tnl  «  bnioii  by  ihc  lidc  of  IxinL  Enlunr.  He  di<:d  in  1833.  Neither  bto 
eDnniMrioi),  (Uiough,  cren  M  clw  lait,  rcuiMkatile  Tor  Huctm-j  and  vivitcity.)  tior 
lii«  puHumenUry  s))«ed)v%  em  horr  any  prnponio.n  to  ihi-  rxirnoTdinarv  fciTce 
Hid  bnKiwtc)'  ot  his  furpntic  eli^uenci.'.  I^icnc  who  o[>ly  knew  bitn  In  uriTaw, 
or  in  the  ))oii»e  ofcommons.  hitt  »qok  diRiciilry  in  tnlicvin^  th;  vlTnt  Jie  pto- 
duotd  It  the  Imt.  During  tlie  lant  jcAn  nf  hi«  liTe,  htt>  coi'duci  wm  ecrentnc  lo 
■  drfirer  that  jiimifieii  a  &u>pidoa,  wid  even  &  hope,  that  liis  undcntandiDg  wu 
impiUrcd. — Ei».  ] 
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Kfe?"  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  it  is  of  vei-y  low  life. 
Richardson  used  to  say,  that  hod  he  not  known  who 
Fielding  wau,  he  should  have  believed  he  was  au 
OfUer.  Sir,  there  is  more  knowledge  of  tlic  heart  in 
one  letter  of  Richardson's,  than  in  all  '  Tom  Jones'/ 
I,  indeed,  never  read  '  Joseph  Andrews.*"  KnsKiSK. 
** Surely,  sir,  Riihanlson  is  very  tedious."  John- 
son. "  Why,  sir,  if  you  were  to  read  Richardson  for 
the  story,  your  impatience  would  be  so  much  fretted 
thmt  you  would  hang  yourself.  But  you  must  read 
him  for  tlie  sentiment,  and  consider  tlie  story  as  only 
giving  occasion  to  the  sentiment."  1  have  already 
given  my  opinion  of  Fielding;  but  I  cannot  refrain 
from  repeatinj;  here  my  wonder  at  Johnson's  exces- 
sive and  unaccountable  dej>reciatlon  of  one  of  the 
best  writers  that  England  has  produced.  "  Tom 
Joiieti''  has  stood  the  test  of  publick  opinion  with 
»urh  success,  as  to  have  established  its  great  merit, 
both  for  the  story,  the  sentitneuts,  and  the  manners, 
uid  also  the  varieties  of  diction,  so  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  its  having  au  animated  truth  of  execution 
ihrougliout. 

A  book  of  travels,  lately  jniblislied  imder  the  title 
uf  Coriat  Junior^  and  written  by  Jlr.  Paterson  ^  was 
mentioned.  Johnson  said  this  book  was  in  iniita- 
taoa  of  Sterne  ^  and  not  of  Coriat,  whose  name  Pa- 
terson bad  chosen  as  a  whimsical  one.     *'  Tom  Coriat 


1  JohlUQO**  «rvcriiv  ngaiiHl  Fkliting  diil  not  ariiK-  rrmn  itny  viriou<incM  in 
Ui  style,  bat  from  hl>  Iook  liFc,  krd  ihc  profligacy  of  aliivMt  bJI  hU  male  cha- 
ncia*.  Wbo  would  f  vniure  to  rml  on«  ot'  tiLa  iioviii  uJoiid  to  modnt  iri>inen  ? 
Hit  n*Tlll  KR  -*aU  uiiofenicnim,  and  very  aniiining  thty  nrrtajnly  arc  Field- 
ImT*  «anv«aaliati  was  come,  and  to  tinctured  villi  the  nnk  wc«ds  of  (A^  ^n/rn, 
ICvvoM-gHdoi, ]  chat  it  wimltl  now  Xm  thouifht  only  fit  for  a  brothel — ■ 
SCIJtBT. 

'  Mr.  ftacnod  Fatcnon,  eminent  for  hit  knowledge  of  bonkn.— BoiwEtt. 
|Bc  WW  (he  MKi  at  a  woiJ1en-(ln|M:t  i  he  kept  a  bockiuOlrr'a  thop,  chieBy  foe 
«y  taoka.  aod  w&>  arinwanlH  an  auciioncer:  but  M^^in*  to  have  !>.««  uiuuc- 
«■/«!  in  atl  fail  aiuiiipta  at  buum-M.  He  made  ottaloguM  of  wvcml  cdc- 
hite4  Ubrariea.      lie  died  in  IWlll,  trlaL  77 — Hd.) 

I  Ml  Pittxwo.  ill  a  pomphlrt,  produeed  aumc  rridmce  to  *how  thai  hU  work 
«H  vfkM)  ImSbk  Simkc'i  ■'  i^nmcniaj  Journey"  appckrcd. — UoswrLL. 
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[Under  the  liUe  of  "  CrudUiet,  hastily  golibKil  up  in  Tna\rr,  Savoy,  Italy, 

""  >,.(!«_  Ar"     rorat   wns  born  iii   IS77,  eduaitnl  si  WeMmimtrr 

Itnl  in  1017,  at  Surta,  tMjt  the  Diog.  Dkt.,  after  he 


I 


(said  he)  was  a  humourist  about  the  court  of  James 
the  First.  He  hail  a  mixture  of  learning,  of  wit, 
and  of  buffoonery.  He  first  travelled  through  Eu- 
rope, and  published  his  travels '.  He  afterwards 
travelled  on  foot  through  Asia,  and  had  made  many 
remarks ;  but  he  died  at  Mandoa,  and  his  remarks 
were  lost." 

We  talked  of  gaming,  and  animadverted  on  it  with 
severity.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  gentlemen,  let  us  not 
aggravate  the  matter.  It  i.s  not  roguery  to  play  with 
a  man  who  is  ignorant  of  the  game,  while  you  are 
master  of  it,  and  so  win  his  money ;  for  he  thinks 
he  can  play  better  than  you,  as  you  think  you  can 
play  better  than  he ;  and  the  superior  skill  carries  it." 
Krskine.  "  He  is  a  fool,  but  you  are  not  a  rogue." 
Johnson.  **  That's  much  about  the  truth,  sir.  It  fl 
must  be  considered,  that  a  man  who  only  does  what 
every  one  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs  would 
do,  is  not  a  dishonest  man.  In  the  republic  of  Sparta 
it  was  agreed,  that  stealing  was  not  dishonourable,  if  fl 
not  discoverefl.  1  do  not  commend  a  society  where 
there  is  an  agreement  that  what  woiUd  not  otherwise 
be  fair,  shall  be  fair;  but  1  maintain,  that  an  indi- 
vidiml  of  any  society,  who  practises  what  is  allowed, 
is  not  a  dishonest  man."  Bosw^ei.i..  "  So  then,  sir, 
you  do  not  think  ill  of  a  man  who  wins  perhaps  forty 
thousand  jjounds  in  a  winter?*'  Johnson.  "Sir,  I 
do  not  call  ft  gamester  a  dishonest  man ;  but  I  call 
him  an  unsocial  man,  an  unprofitable  man.  Gaming 
is  a  mode  of  transferring  property  without  pro»lucing 
any  intermediate  good.  'J'rade  gives  employment  to 
ninnbers,  and  so  produces  intermediate  good." 

Mr.  Krskine  told  us,  that  when  he  was  in  the  island 
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Uelrutia,  S.c. 
I 
had  left  It|uKtoa_C 
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of  MinoTC3t  he  not  only  read  prayers,  but  preaclied 
two  sermons  to  the  rej;iment '.  He  seemed  to  object 
to  the  p«.ssage  in  scripture,  where  we  are  told  that 
the  nngel  of  the  Lord  smote  in  one  night  forty  thou- 
mad  AKyrians^  "Sir  (said  Johnson),  you  sliould 
rpcolK?ct  thai  there  was  a  supernatural  iiiterpoeiiition; 
ihcy  were  destroyed  l>y  pestilence.  You  are  not  to 
Mppoee  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  went  about  and 
(tabbed  each  of  them  with  a  dagger,  or  knocked  them 
on  the  head  man  by  man." 

After  Mr.  Eriikine  was  gone,  a  discussion  took 
place,  whether  the  present  Earl  of  Buchan,  when 
Lord  C'ardross.  did  right  to  refuse  to  go  secretary  of 
Ule  ettiliassy  to  Spain,  when  Sir  James  Gray^  a  man 
of  inferiour  rank,  went  amba-ssailnur.  Dr.  Johnson 
aid.  that  perhaps  in  point  of  interest  he  did  nTong; 
bat  in  point  of  dignity  he  did  well.  Sir  Alexander 
iniieted  that  he  was  wrong ;  ajid  said  that  Mr.  Pitt 
tartended  it  as  an  advanta^'ous  thing  for  him.  *'  Wliy, 
V  (aaid  Johnson),  Mr.  Pitt  might  think  it  an  ad- 
rantageouft  thing  for  him  to  make  bim  a  vintner, 
and  get  him  oil  the  Portugal  trade;  but  he  would 
hare  demeaned  himself  strangely,  had  he  accepted  of 
•Mcfa  a  sitoation.  Sir,  bad  he  gone  secret^try  while 
hi*  inferiour  was  ombassadour,  he  would  have  been 
a  traitor  to  his  rank  and  family  \'' 

*  (Lm4  EnkiM  VM  fotxl  of  ttila  •accdolc.  He  Vld  it  to  the  Hitor  tW  Rnt 
te»  All  be  bad  i1k  boeour  ot  bdug  in  hU  cDotpuj-,  uul  often  rcjK&red  it  wiili 
m  «hawni(»,  tlwi  he  had  bcrti  «  uiloruMl  m  mlilirf,  wm  a  !iiw>pr  mxI  a 
|KMB.  He  Utts  he  Blfi:ct<>d  l«  think  the  gnatm  of  hi*  cffiiru,  ami  to 
mffmi  cbu  opimoa  woultl  ijuote  ilic  prayer  for  tbc  ektgff  in  the  UtuTK}',  U>Ma 
Ae  cxpsamoa  of  which  he  would  (in  no  coniinm(Uhte  iipifit  nf  Jnrularity) 
MrthM  ih*  cnlil^lCDina  (Ann  wu  one  of  the  "grtaUil  marvfU'*  which  oould 
he  *«kcd^-£D.] 

'One  bnadnn  and  nghiy-five  tbouiaad.  £«c  luith,  xxxWi.  36,  and 
t  Ehtfit,  Tit  if  ft — Malonz. 

»  (Ir  !lii«  iirincifle  wet«  to  be  itdniitted,  the  younft  nobility  woold  be  eneluded 
Aon  ftll  the  prnfadna* ;  for  thesopCTian  in  trM.-  profevttdn  wouUi  rirqucnilv  be 
A^inCsten  iofMisansl  nnk.  WooldJohDHn  have  diKMtadei)  l<ordCwara« 
Asv  cMcTJHg  oa  die  mlliLiry  profcMion,  bccxue  xt  hia  outset  he  mutt  hare  been 
canBanded  bjrt  penon  infLtior  in  pcnonal  nnk?  Thiii,irrver  iiWMatuhjrct 
•f  fMl donbtf  1>  DOW  better  imdtniood,  and  ]:oitr)ginen  of  iht-higlicKt  rank  think 
la  n«  iefpaduHien  lo  entrr  fnta  ilir  jiminr  ruika  of  ths  mUiiaty,  naral,  and  di- 
ptawMtk  iDd  oRcltl  proflnnhnu. — KihJ 
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I  talked  of  the  little  attachment  which  subsisted 
between  near  relations  in  London.  **  Sir  (said  John- 
son), In  a  country  so  roiiiiriercial  as  ours,  where  every 
man  can  do  for  himself,  there  is  not  so  much  occa- 
sion for  that  attachment.  No  man  is  thought  the 
worse  of  here,  whose  brother  was  hanged  '.  In  un- 
commercial countries,  many  of  the  branches  of  a 
family  must  depend  on  the  stock ;  so,  in  order  to 
make  the  head  of  the  family  take  care  of  them,  they 
are  represented  as  connected  with  his  reputation, 
tliat,  self-love  l>eiug  interested,  he  may  exert  himself 
to  promote  their  interest.  You  have  first  large  circles, 
or  clans ;  as  commerce  increases,  the  connexion  is 
confined  to  families ;  by  degrees,  that  too  goes  off,  as 
having  become  unnecessary,  and  there  being  few  op- 
portunities of  intercourse.  One  brother  is  a  mer- 
chant in  the  city,  ami  another  is  an  officer  in  the 
guards ;  how  little  intercourse  can  these  two  have  !" 

1  argued  wannly  fur  the  old  feudal  system.  Sir 
Alexander  opposed  it,  and  talked  of  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  all  men  free  and  independent.  Johnson. 
*'  I  agree  with  Mr.  Boswell,  that  there  must  be  a 
high  satisfaction  in  being  a  feudal  lord  ;  but  we  are 
to  consider  that  we  ought  not  to  wish  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  men  unhappy  for  the  satisfaction  of  one."  I 
maintained  that  numbers,  namely,  the  vassals  or  fol- 
lowers, were  not  unhappy ;  for  that  there  was  a  re- 
ciprocal  satisfaction  between  the  lord  and  them ;  he 
being  kind  in  his  authority  over  them;  they  being 
respectful  and  faithful  to  him. 

On  Thursday,  April  9,  I  called  on  him  to  beg  he 


■  I  Jnliniion  would  hanlly  hftve  voluniwred  this  iUuitmion  if  iherv  IuhI  bevii 
any  ^>unda  for  ihe  story  told  by  iliss  Scw»td  snd  Dr.  M'Nicol. — See  unf.:. 
vol.  L  p.  .V  Fi. :  Knd.  «incc  i^mI  ti«Hc  wu  piinittl,  I>t.  Haiwix>d  haa  fumished 
a<diliti(>natgnnit'U!>fordi<b«Iicvtiig(heatory  Mio*  .-^irard  m^  th«t  the  penon 
hanged  wm  '-Ai*  unfit  AnJretar"  and  Dr.  M'NJcwl  says  h«  was  *'■'  >w((iv  9f 
Scolliuiit."  Now,  in  tlic  poriKli  rrgtuUr  nf  Ciitilcjr,  what  M  lihael  Jtihii*un  WM 
bom,  wrlirKlthccnlHL-KC<fth«hirlhJ>ofKvera]ptTHonKaf  hi<>ran)ily,betvmi  I8B0 
and  1700,  and  efl|)ct:i4klly  of**  AnJrcv  Johntoti,"  the  Docua't  uwcir, — Eu} 
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at  the  Mitre  Tai 
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_  witli  me  at  tlie  Mitre    lavern. 

He  had  ret^olved  not  to  dine  at  all  this  day,  I  know 
Dot  for  what  reason ;  and  I  was  so  unwilling  to  be 
deprived  of  his  L-oiiipauy,  that  I  was  content  to  sub- 
mit to  suffer  a  want,  which  was  at  first  somewhat 
piinful,  but  he  soon  made  me  forget  it ;  and  a  man 
is  always  pleased  with  himself,  when  he  finds  his  in- 
lellertual  inclinations  predominate. 
[  He  observed,  that  to  reason  philosophically  on  the 
nature  of  prayer  was  very  unprofitable. 

Talking  of  ghosts,  he  said,  he  knew  one  friend, 
who  was  an  honest  man  and  a  sensible  man,  who  told 
him  he  had  seen  a  ghost— old  Mr.  Edward  Cave,  the 
printer  at  St.  John's  Gate.  He  said,  Mr.  Cave  did 
not  like  to  talk  of  it,  and  seemed  to  be  In  great  lior- 
rour  whenever  it  was  mentioned.  Boswell.  "Pray, 
air.  what  did  he  say  was  the  appearance?"*  John- 
son. "  Why,  sir,  something  of  a  shadowy  being." 

I  mentioned  witches,  and  Hske<l  him  what  they 
properly  meant.  JoHNsoN.  "  Why,  sir,  they  pro- 
perly mean  those  who  make  use  of  the  aid  of  evil 
spirits."  BoswF.i.L.  **  There  is  no  doubt,  sir,  a  ge- 
neral report  and  belief  of  their  having  existed." 
JuHNSON.  "  Vou  have  not  only  the  general  report 
nd  belief,  hut  you  have  many  voluntary  solemn  con- 
temoua.**  He  did  not  affirm  any  thing  positively 
npoa  a  subject  which  it  is  the  fashion  of  the  times  to 
laugh  at  as  a  matter  of  absurd  credulity.  He  only 
Kenied  tvilling,  as  a  candid  inquirer  after  truth,  how- 
ever strange  and  inexplicable,  to  show  that  he  under- 
ttood  wliat  might  be  urged  for  it '. 

On  Friday,  April  10,  I  dined  with  him  at  General 
C^letliorpe's,  where  we  found  Dr.  Goldsmith. 

Amiorial  bearings  having  been  mentioned,  Johnson 

'  9v  tfai*  eonoui  qucition  treated  bf  hitn  with  mot!  acute  «bQii)-,  pott,  I6ib 
Aii^  iTTS.-BotvrM.. 
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said  they  were  as  ancient  as  the  siege  of  Thebes, 
which  lie  proved  by  a  passage  in  one  of  the  tragedies 
of  Euripides '. 

I  started  the  questiun,  whether  duelling  was  con* 
fiisteut  with  moral  duty.  The  brave  old  general  ftred 
at  this,  and  said,  with  a  lofty  air,  "  Undoubtedly  a 
mail  has  a  right  to  defend  his  honour."  Goldsmith 
(turning  to  me),  "  I  ask  you  first,  sir,  what  would 
you  do  if  you  were  affronted  ?"  I  answered,  I  should 
think  it  necessary  to  fight.  **  M'hy  then,"  replied 
GoId.sniith,  **  that  solves  the  question."  Johnson. 
"  No,  sir,  it  does  not  solve  the  question.  It  does  not  A 
follow,  that  what  a  man  would  do  is  therefore  right." 
I  said,  I  wished  to  have  It  settled,  whether  duelling 
was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Christianity.  Johnson 
immediately  entered  on  the  subject,  and  treated  it 
in  a  masterly  manner;  and  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  recollect,  his  ttiouglits  were  these:  "  Sir,  aa 
men  become  in  a  high  degree  refined,  various  causes 
of  offeuce  arise ;  which  are  considered  to  be  of  such 
importance,  that  life  must  be  staked  to  atone  for 
them,  though  in  reality  they  a/'e  not  so.  A  body 
that  has  received  a  very  fine  ]>olish  may  be  easily 
burU     Before  men  arrive  at  this  artificial  refinement. 


<  The  pUMgc  to  which  Jobiuoa  Alluded,  U  U  be  taatti  (u  I  conjnUn*)  la  ' 
the  Pii.iEXUBiC,  I.  II-2U. 

Kbj  Tfiira  ^1*  WMfiiyfj  >.  r.  X. 

EI1I2HM,  ix,it  UItk£lUN  »  ^<r«  r«-»t._-J.  BoswP.tL. 
[The  meftnlng  U  thai  "  Parthdimpirus  luul.  In  tin;  centre  of  hi*  shiclil.  tbr  domfitSe 
tign— Atalnnta  IcU/ing  tfu  AHoiian  boar  ,-"  but  thiK,  BdmlttillK  that  tbo  sii>ry  of 
AtaUntB  WB»  the  "  aimoriil  btariuR"  of  PftrthtMoptcu.*,  wuuU  only  pnisc  ihcin 
to  be  aa  ancient  aa  Etiflpiilft,  whn  Hounshcd  {Ui  A.  V.)  nrar  SDO  jv»n  after 
UMikge  of  ThelM»(t2-Jfi  A.C-)  ]|omcT.  whom  tltc  chronologista  place  ftOO 
]PvimbeftNeKiiri]ildea,  dtstritica  aflaititiurLilNliicldi  ami  ihctv  can  be  little  doubt 
eut  vary  toon  afur  ingeuuity  hai)  Tinulvaihidd,  la&tc  would  l>cglD  to  decorate  It* 
The  vonU  "rf(wn/-*/Jc  tiffa"  arc  ccrtalnlj'  VKiy  ruriouf,  yet  probably  moan  tto 
more  than  that  b«  bore  on  hia  nhielil  the  nipreaenuiiun  uj  a  laniily  sUny.  The 
better  opinLon  xcenia  lu  be  that  it  ims  not  till  the  visor  concealed  the  face  of  the 
wanior,  thai  the  ornamenta  of  the  »h(clds  and  cieiu  bKatne  diMinclive  of  Indi- 
vUiiali  and  familiee  in  (hat/trni/iar  manner  which  irc  undcnUnd  by  ibe  icmta 
'^armorial  6euriiv»."^En.| 
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If  one  tells  his  neighbour,  he  lies>  his  neighbour  tells 
him,  he  lies ;  if  ouc  gives  his  neighbour  a  blow,  his 
nogtibour  give»  him  a  blow  :  but  in  a  state  of  highly 
ptrilsfaed  society,  au  affront  is  held  to  be  a  serious 
injury.  It  must,  therefore,  be  resented,  or  rather  a 
duel  must  be  fought  upon  it ;  as  men  have  agreed  to 
banitnh  from  their  society  one  who  puts  up  with  an 
affront  without  fighting  a  duel.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
nrrer  unlawful  to  fight  in  self-defence.  He,  then, 
who  fights  a  duel,  does  not  fight  from  passion  against 
his  antagonist,  but  out  of  self-defence ;  to  avert  the 
stigma  of  the  world,  and  to  prevent  himself  from 
being  driven  out  of  society.  I  could  wish  there  waa 
not  that  superthiity  of  refinement ;  but  while  such 
notions  prevail,  no  doubt,  a  man  may  lawfully  fight 
a  dad'." 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  justification  is 
applicable  only  to  the  iwrson  who  receives  an  affront. 
All  mankind  must  condemn  the  a^^essor. 

The  general  told  us,  that  when  he  was  a  very 
yoiing  man,  I  think  only  fifteen,  serving  under 
Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  silting  in  a  com- 
pany at  table  with  a  Prince  of  Wirtemberg.  The 
prince  took  up  a  glass  of  wine,  and,  by  a  fillip,  made 
some  of  it  fly  in  Oglethorpe's  face.  Here  was  a  nice 
ditemma.  To  have  challenged  hiin  instantly  might 
baiTe  fixed  a  quarrelsome  character  upon  the  young 
soldier:  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it  might  have 
been  considered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorjw,  therefore, 
keeping  his  eye  upon  the  prince,  and  smiling  all  the 
time,  as  if  he  took  what  his  highness  had  done  in 
jest,  said,  "  Mon  prhice — "  I  forget  the  French 
words  he  used,  the  purport  however  w;is  "  That's  a 


•  (Tbe  Avqumt  disquixiliora  on  tbii  ■ubjcct  briog  piUnfally  u>  n-cullecliim 
(Im  dMth  <i  Ur.  Boiwdl'i  cUcM  mu,  Sir  AlcxAbder,  «bo  wu  killed  in  a  dud 
IM  IRU — Ed.) 
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good  joke:  but  we  do  it  much  l>etter  in  England;* 
and  threw  a  wliole  glass  of  wine  in  the  prince's  face. 
An  old  gfueral,  who  sat  by»  said,  "  //  a  bien  fait^ 
mon  prince,  vous  tavez  comnu*fiCt  :**  and  thus  all 
ended  in  good-humour. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Pray,  general,  give  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  siege  of  Belgrade."  Upon  which  the 
general,  pouring  a  little  wine  upon  the  table,  de- 
scribed every  thing  with  a  wet  finger.  "  Here  we 
were,  here  were  the  Turks,"  &c.  &c.  Johnson  lis- 
tened with  the  closest  attention. 

A  question  was  started,  how  far  people  who  dis- 
agree in  a  capital  point  can  live  in  friendship  to- 
gether. Johnson  said  they  might.  Goldsmith  said 
they  couhl  not,  as  they  had  not  the  ic/em  velle  atque 
idem  nofle — the  same  likings  and  the  same  aversions. 
Johnson.  '*  Why,  sir,  you  must  shun  the  subject 
as  to  which  yoix  disagree.  For  instance,  I  can  live 
very  well  with  Burke :  I  love  his  knowledge,  his 
genius,  his  diffusion,  and  affluence  of  conversation; 
but  1  would  not  talk  to  him  of  the  Rockingham 
party'.**  Goldsmith.  "  But,  sir,  when  people  live 
together  who  have  something  as  to  which  they  dis- 
agree, and  which  they  want  to  shun,  they  will  be  in 
the  situation  mentioned  in  the  story  of  Blueh)eard. 
*  You  may  look  into  all  the  chambers  but  one.*  But 
we  should  have  the  greatest  inclination  to  look  into 
that  chamber,  to  talk  of  that  subject."  JorixsoN 
(with  a  loud  voice).  "  Sir,  I  am  not  saying  that  you 
could  live  in  friendship  with  a  man  from  whom  you 
differ  as  to  some  jwint ;  I  am  only  saying  that  / 
could  do  it.  You  put  me  in  mind  of  Sappho  in 
Ovid=." 


<  fOf  which  ^(r.  Ilurlce  wm  b  )r«dmg  membrrM'— ED' | 

*  3lr.  no«<i-eH>  nntc  here  bcios  ruhcr  ahort,  m  ukco  at  ihe  time  (whh  « 
'view  ii«rhajw  u<  fuluiv  T«iH>lfl«),  JohoMin'a  rcniArk  i*  obwiirc,  and  malm  to 
bt  A  liitir  npmcd.      What  he  said  probably  wut,   '*  \'tni  Mem   U)  think   diat 
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Goldsmith  told  us,  that  he  was  now  husy  in  writing 
a  Natural  History';  and  that  he  might  have  full 
leisure  for  it,  he  had  token  lodgin;;^,  at  a  fanner's 
bouse,  near  to  the  six  inile-stone,  on  the  Edgwarc- 
road,  and  had  carried  donm  his  books  in  two  re- 
turueil  ixwt-chaises.  He  said,  he  K-lieved  the 
fanner's  family  thought  him  an  odd  character, 
similar  to  that  in  which  the  Sjtecfftfor  api>eared  to 
bis  landlady  and  her  children :  he  was  T/ie  Gaitfe- 
man.  Mr.  Mickle  -,  the  translator  of  "  The  Liisiad," 
rad  I,  went  to  visit  him  at  this  place  a  few  day3 
afterwards.  He  was  not  at  home ;  but  having  a 
cttriosity'  to  see  his  apartment,  we  went  in.  and  found 
cnriouH  scraps  of  descriptions  of  animals,  scrawleil 
upon  the  wall  with  a  black  Wad  iieiicil. 

The  subject  of  ghosts  being  introduced,  Johnson 

MM  Iriet^  10  Urr  v^  Ugnbcr,  Tnini  be  b  ■  perfect  hunttaay  with  cadi  oilier  ( 
ikkt  v»A  •boold  be  to  the  other,  w!wt  Sap|)ho  txmKts  the  was  to  her  lorer,  Hid 
HiAtmily  iflrw  in  cm;r  pntteutar;  but  thbi  ii  bj-  no  nuuix  mcmut}-,"  &c. 
1W  ««ns  of  Sapphfl  Blludod  to,  arc  "  omniijue  <)  yarU  jtiaceham." — (hrid, 
l^ttl,  Stfyt'  ad  pkaotiftn.  I.  SL^-Malove. 

I  •hevld  ncber  cpDjcaiirc  thtt  ibc  [xuuge  vhicb  Johnion  hul  in  vliw  wbm 
Ae  WI(nriog.L4Ai 

"  $i,  niji  (lutt  Aide  pot>:Ti[  tc  dlgna  vidcTi 
NulU  t'uiurj  tiu  c<it;  nulU  futura  lua  nl." 

Bb  iMtnnlini  feikd  it*  QlMtmloD  I  t&Iw  to  be  thi*.  If  jrou  uv  (letermfned  lo 
^Bxiale  «ilh  DO  one  whtMe  actitiiiienla  do  niH  universAlIy  ciiiiu-idi;  with  yvu 
^r«,  yvn  viU  br  *arb  ■  rcwluii'nt  exclude  jronncirfTom  nil  soday,  (or  no  two 
MM  eaa  be  found  who,  on  nil  puinc-s  invariably  think  ftlike.  So  Sapithu  in 
OvU  ttOk  PtiMm,  that  it  he  will  rwt  unite  hiiiu>c)f  to  any  one  who  in  n^ii  a  com- 
fkm  leawnlilicce  of  binuelf,  it  will  be  impMaibk  for  hira  lo  foiai  any  udumi  at 
aB. 

71m  line*  which  I  have  quota)  are  thus  expanded  In  Pope'a  ParaphraM-, 
vttkis  tn  Miy  (be  tmih,  I  luspect  wa*  at  thin  aiuoii^l  more  In  Jahniuu'ii  rccul* 
kaiM  than  tlic  onyfinat : 

"  If  lo  no  cbarmi  iboa  wilt  thy  heart  mlgn 
But  Bueli  as  nunit,  iiucli  aa  eijiUtU  thlQc, 
Bv  Oini^  abut  by  none,  ihmi  vAnat  be  raovoil, 
FiiMa  aloQc  by  I'haon  aiu»E  \k  In-cd."         James  Doswcll. 

•  phtAMwd  WNn  afler,  under  the  title  of  a  ttSrtory  ofthz  Earth  and  o/Ant- 
^mi  l</»tff*t. — £».! 

*  lU'Ulwm  Juliii*  Nlicklr,  the  Mm  of  a  Scotch  ctrrgytitnn,  wan  hum  in  17^4. 
Be  mvd  the  life  thai  poctx  lived  in  tbooe  d^v* ;  that  i».  In  ilitiicMltkH  ard  dit- 

lill   I779i  when  bcinf;  imKiinted  secretary  tc  L'ooimodotc  Johnson,  he 
ilenitp 


brpriae  aprncii-a  a  inulenitr  mntpetetire:  he  died  in  lyil-      His  Inuia- 
I  of  me  Ijudwl  b  atill  read;  hi*  orioinal  riixea  are  almmt  all  fontotten — 
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repeated  wliat  lie  had  told  me  of  a  friend  of  hia',  an 
hoiifst  man,  and  a  man  of  sense,  having  asserted  to 
him,  that  he  ha<l  seen  an  apparition.  Goldsmith 
told  us,  he  was  assured  hy  his  hrother,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Goldsmith,  that  he  also  had  seen  one.  General 
Oglethorpe  told  us,  that  I'rendergast,  an  officer  in 
the  Duke  of  Marlhorough's  anny,  had  mentioned  to 
many  of  his  friends,  that  he  should  die  on  a  parti- 
eular  day;  that  upon  that  day  a  battle  took  jilace 
with  the  French ;  that  after  it  was  over,  and  Pren- 
dergast  was  still  alive,  his  brother  officers,  while  they 
were  yet  in  the  field,  jestingly  asked  him,  where  was 
his  prophecy  now.  Prendergast  gravely  answered, 
"  I  shall  die,  notwithstanding  what  you  see."  Soon 
afterwards,  there  eauie  a  shot  from  a  French  battery, 
to  which  the  orders  for  a  cessation  of  arms  had  not 
reached,  and  he  was  killed  ujion  the  si>ot.  Colonel 
Cecil,  who  took  possession  of  his  effects,  found  in  hia 
pocket-book  the  following  solenui  entry  : 

[Here  the  date.]     **  Dreamt — or -•.     Sir 

John  Friend  meets  me."  (Here  the  very  day  on 
which  he  was  killed  was  mentioned).     Prendergast 


I 
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'  Mr.  C*vf.  8«  ent-;  n.  17.% 

■  lltTtf  W.W  »  blank.  wnii:h  lOAy  bo  flllijnl  up  (huti  "  triu  MJ  hjf  am  appa- 
rilimi;"  (bu-  wnut  Ik-ing  pmbably  unc^TUiii  «rh?thcc  he  vu  ulcct)  ur  Kwakr, 
whca  hb  mine]  vos  inipiesMd  with  tlic  (.oUitui  pn-ftcndnicnt  withwhirh  ihcfaci 

AfUiwaiijs  haiipiiicd  to  wo:!d<.iftiUy  to  curT»{-iutiil ItosvKLU     [.My  Trienil, 

£)ir  lliinry  lUrdins^,  acci.ury  ki  war,  in  lu  kittd  an  to  inioTiu  dm  that  it 
apnean  (hat  rcilntirl  !^ir  TliniiiJii  Pr,;mlLT[[4*<l,  of  ibc  twrnty-«ccuril  tooc,  was 
killtd  BE  Alolplaquei,  August  31,  1701),  but  no  trace  can  be  found  of  *'okineI 
(.cciL  There  trcre  on*  or  two  subulicmB,  of  d^e  niutte  of  Cecil,  at  that 
time  in  tbc  army,  but  it  iltien  ad  af  par  that  thcT  roac  to  thv  nak  of  fidd- 
crfliccni.  Ik  it  not  vctv  ntningf,  If  tlii*  siory  made  no  great  a  noiw,  we  aliould 
rood  of  it  nu-whcrc  cIk;  acd,  na  ao  much  curioaJty  waa  exdicd,  that  die 
paper  ihoutd  not  hai-e  been  pn-^ervv-il,  or,  at  Icwt,  wi  K.-ncrally  ftliown  aa 
lo  be  MicnticHicd  by  wmr  other  "itnew?— the  paper  would  have  been  exceed- 
ingly niridus:  but  dtc  hi-anay  that  ther*  had  brtn  nurh  a  (wpcr  ia  noihins, 
ar.d  in<lccd,  in  potat  of  evidence,  wane  than  nothiatf ;  for  if  a  paper  had  cotutcil, 
ilinii»ftnd»i  muai  hare  seen  it,  and  Ogtcihorpc  hbmelfdoc*  not  aute  that  eveo  b« 
tav  iL     At  iVie  Hine  of  the  battle  of  illalplai|uet,  O^U-tlinriw  «iia  only  eleven 

I  cars  old  I'Dpe'i  ini]uitica  were  pinbubly  made  when  the  iinry  wai  rvocni. 
»  it  likdy  ihai  Hj^ImIhit))*'  ai  the  age  orr^ircM  waa  prL-«L-nt  at  Pope**  interview 
with  Colonel  Ctdt  and  even  it'  he  wi-rc,  whai  credit  t*  in  be  gin-o  to  di«  teeol. 
lecdoQa,  after  llie  laptu  o( HxtfMrfe  yt«f«,  of  ^htil  a  bur  ot'elsvcR  li«d  hejrd  ? 
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had  been  connected  with  Sir  John  Friend,  who  was 
executed  for  high  treason,  (feiieral  Ogletliorpe  said, 
he  was  with  Colonel  Cecil,  when  Pope  came  and  in- 
quired into  the  truth  of  this  story,  which  made  a 
great  noifie  at  the  time,  and  was  then  confiimed  by 
the  colonel. 

On  Saturday,  April  11,  he  appointed  me  to  come 
to  him  in  the  evening,  when  he  should  be  at  lei-sure 
to  give  me  some  assistance  for  the  defence  of  Hastie, 
the  scliool master  of  Caniplwlltown,  for  whom  I  waa 
to  appear  in  the  house  of  lords,  ^Vhe^  I  came,  I 
ftmud  him  luiwilliug  to  exert  himself.  1  pressed 
hira  to  write  down  his  thoughts  upon  the  subject. 
He  said,  "  There 's  no  occasion  for  my  writing.  I  'II 
talk  to  you."  He  was,  however,  at  last  prevailed  on 
to  dictate  to  me,  while  I  wrote  a  [paper,  which  will  En. 
be  found  in  the  ap]>endix.] 

"  This,  sir,"  said  lie,  *'  you  are  to  turn  in  your 
mind,  and  make  the  best  use  of  it  you  can  in  your 
speech." 

Of  our  friend  Goldsmith  he  said,  "  Sir,  he  is  so 
much  afraid  of  being  unnoticed,  that  he  often  talks 
merely  lest  you  should  forget  that  he  is  in  tlie  com- 
pany." BoswEi.L.  **  Yes,  he  stands  forward." 
JoHN'SON.  "  True,  sir,  but  if  a  man  is  to  stand  for- 
ward, he  should  wish  to  do  it  not  in  an  awkward 
poBturv^  not  in  rags,  not  so  as  that  he  shall  only  be 
exposed  to  ridicule."  Boswxix.  "  For  my  part,  I 
Hke  vcr)'  well  to  hear  honest  Goldsmith  talk  away 
carelessly."  Joiixson.  "  Why  yes,  sir;  but  he 
dbould  not  like  to  hear  himself.*' 

On  Tuesday,  April  14.  the  decree  of  the  court  of 
iecsion  in  the  schoolmaster's  cause  was  reversed  in 
the  bouse  of  lords,  after  a  very  eloquent  sjieech  by 
Lord  Mansfield,  wlio  shuwetl  himself  an  adept  in 
school  discipline,  but  I  thought  was  too  rigorous 

N  2 
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towards  my   client.     On  the  evening  of  the  next, 
day  I  supped  with  Dr.  Johniiuii,  nt  the  Crown  andj 
Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  in  company  M'ith  Mr., 
Langton  and  his  brother-in-law.  Lord  Binning '. 
repeated  a  sentence  of  Lord  Alansiield's  speech,  of^ 
which,  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Lunglaiids,  the  solicitor  on  J 
the  other  side,  who  obligingly  allowed  nie  to  coniparei 
his  note  with  ray  own,  I  have  a  full  copy.     *'  My 
lords,  severity  is  not  the  way  to  go\'ern  either  boys 
or  men."     **  Nay,"  sjiid  Johnson,  "  it  h  tlie  way  to 
govern  them.     I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to 
mend  them." 

I  talketl  of  the  recent"  expulsion  of  six  students, 
from  the  University  of  Oxford,  who  were  niethoilists, 
and  would  not  desist  from  publickly  praying  and,^ 
exhorting.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  expulsion  was 
extremely  just  and  proper.  Wlial  have  they  to  ilo 
at  au  university,  who  are  not  %villing  to  Iw  taught, 
but  will  i»resunie  to  te;ich?  Where  is  religion  to  be 
learnt,  but  at  an  university  ?  Sir,  they  were  examined, 
and  found  to  be  mighty  ignorant  fallows."*  Boswf.i.i., 
"  But,  was  it  not  hard,  sir,  to  expel  them,  for  I  ani 
told  they  were  good  beings?"  Johnson.  "  I  believe  M 
they  might  be  good  beings ;  but  they  were  not  fit  to 
be  ill  the  Uuivci'sity  of  Oxford.  A  cow  is  a  very 
good  animal  in  the  field ;  but  we  turn  her  out  of  a 
garden."  Lord  Elibuiik  used  to  rej)eat  this  as  aa 
illustration  uncoiiimimly  liappy. 

Desirous  of  calling  Johnson  forth  to  talk,  and  ex- 
ercise his  wit,  though  I  should  myself  be  the  object 
of  it,  I  resolutely  ventured  to  undertake  the  defence  M 
of  convivial  indulgence  in  wine,  though  he  was  not 


'  [Ch»r]m,  I*i«l  lUnning,  ■Aerward*  eighth  E*rt  of  Hftddlngton.  wm  tlif 
ft^n  af  Mmxy  Holt,  who,  by  ■  fint  marriage  with  Mr.  lAojd,  waatbe  mother  iil* 
Lm]v  Rothw,  Mr.  Lan^tuo'a  wife. — Kd.) 

*  ]No(  very  ivcvnt,  if  he  alluded  to  itv  niembent  of  St  hdmund  Hall,  irtio 
wiK  n|w)|i-il  in  May.  1768.     S.:e  Gi^l.  Mug.  voL  xxxviii.  p.  22i Eo.] 
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to-night  in  the  most  genial  humour.  After  urging 
the  romntuii  plausible  to]>icks,  I  at  last  liad  recourse 
to  tlie  maxim*  iu  cirio  ren/as,  a  man  who  is  well 
warmed  with  wine  will  speak  tnith.  Johnson. 
"Why.  sir,  that  may  be  an  argument  for  drinking, 
if  you  supjwse  men  in  general  to  be  liars.  But,  sir, 
I  would  nut  keep  company  with  a  fellow,  who  lies  as 
long  as  he  is  sober,  and  whom  you  must  make  dnmk 
before  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth  out  of  hini  '." 

Af  r.  Langton  told  us,  he  was  about  to  establish  a 
school  upon  hii>  estate,  but  it  had  Ijeeii  Kugget^ted  to 
him,  that  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  make  the 
people  less  industrious.  Johnson.  "  No,  sir.  While 
Iraniiii]^  to  read  and  write  is  a  distinction,  the  few 
who  have  that  distinction  may  be  the  less  inclined  to 
vork  ;  but  when  everj*  body  learns  to  read  and  write, 
it  is  no  longer  a  distinction.  A  man  who  iias  a  laced 
waistroal  is  too  fine  a  man  to  work  ;  but  if  every  body 
had  laced  waistcoats,  we  should  have  peo[>Ie  working 
in  laced  waistcoats.  There  ore  no  people  whatever 
more  indiistrious,  none  who  work  more,  than  our 
msnufaiturers;  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read  and 
write  Sir,  you  must  not  neglect  doing  a  thing  inu 
mediately  good,  from  fear  of  remote  evil,  from  fear 
of  its  being  abused.  A  man  who  has  cnndles  may 
at  up  too  late,  which  he  would  not  do  if  he  had  not 
candles ;  but  nobotly  will  deny  that  the  art  of  making 
candles,  by  which  light  is  contiinied  to  us  beyond  the 
time  that  the  snn  gives  us  light,  is  a  valuable  art,  ami 
tfogfat  to  be  preserved."  Boswki.i,.  "But,  sir,  would 
it  not  be  better  to  follow  nature  ;  and  go  to  bed  and 
rise  just  as  nature  gives  us  light  or  withholds  it?" 


•  Mn.  PkttJi,  in  tuT  '*  Ai»eiiott«,"  p  201,  hu  givOT  mi  tTnonrou*  urount 
i/ riu>  iaeidmt,  m  nf  mwiy  iiibvre.  She  iiTrUnila  to  relate  it  from  rrcuUedion. 
•  liJbt  hemlfhrni  Ikcti  pu^^nt:  wtun  ihi-  fmct  i«  tliai  ti  «nBammiu]>iruuit  lo 
im  by  um.    S)m  Ius  np:«Ki)U<l  it  u  «  iitiMWalUy,  hikI  ilw  tiiii-  jKiiiU  liw 
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JoHXSON.  "  No,  sir ;  for  then  we  should  have  ntf 
kind  of  equality  in  the  partition  of  our  time  between 
sleeping  and  nakiug.  It  would  be  very  different  iu 
different  seasons  and  in  different  places.  In  some  of 
the  nortliem  parts  of  Scotland  how  little  light  is  there 
in  the  depth  of  winter  !" 

We  tulked  of  Tacitus,  and  I  hazarded  an  opinion^ 
that  with  all  his  merit  for  penetration,  shrewdness  of 
judgment,  and  terseness  of  expression,  he  was  too 
ronijiaet,  too  much  broken  intu  hints,  as  it  were,  and 
therefore  too  difficult  to  be  tuiderstood.  To  my  great 
satisfaction.  Dr.  Johnson  sanctioned  this  opinion*  ■ 
"Tacitus,  sir,  seems  to  me  rather  to  have  made 
notes  for  au  historical  work,  than  to  have  written  a 
history'." 

At  this  time  it  appears  from  his  *•  Prayers  and 
Meditations,"  ;hat  he  had  been  more  than  commonly 
diligent  in  religious  duties,  particularly  in  reading 
the  holy  scriptures.  ]l  was  Passion  Week,  that 
solemn  season  which  the  Cliristiau  world  has  appro-  M 
priated  to  the  comnienioration  of  the  mysteries  of  our 
redemptiuu,  and  during  which,  whatever  embers  of 
religion  are  in  our  breasts,  will  be  kindled  into  pious 
warmth.  .  M 

1  iiaid  him  short  visits  both  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, and  seeing  his  large  folio  Greek  Testament  be- 
fore him,  beheld  him  with  a  reverential  awe,  and 
would  not  intrude  upon  his  time.  While  he  was 
thus  emplnyeil  to  such  good  purpose,  and  while  his 
frirnds  in  their  intercourse  with  him  constiuitly  found 
tt  vigorous  intellect  and  a  lively  imagination,  it  is 
melancholy  to  reail  in  his  private  register : 


I 


•  It  fa  TtmBrlubb  l)wt  I^nnl  MimtMxUo,  whofc,  on  Accnunt  of  hm  mnn! 
Dr.  JtihiVMii  to  fouw  particMltn.  Fooie  caltnl  «n  tbp\'ir  (.■djiinn  of  ttim,  luu, 
by  «ab«cU«nc«,tlMdB  tktmny  am*  tenurk. — Origin  ati4  Proffnn  o/Laaguagt, 
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'*  3Ty  tnititl  is  unsettled  antl  my  niemar}'  ronfuMMl.      i  nave  rnjrcn 
oTUtr  Currurd  my  thoughts  with  a  very  u»rl«ss  caruv^tness  upon  *  ^^ 
past  incidents     I  h.ive  yet  got  no  comnund  over  my  thnu^rhts ; 
Ml  iinplca^ig  incident  is  almtwt  certain  tu  hinder  my  rest." 

\Miat  pliilosophic'k  heroism  was  it  in  him  to  ap- 
pear with  such  manly  fortitude  to  tlie  world,  while  lie 
was  inwardly  so  distressed  !  We  may  surely  believe 
that  the  mysterious  principle  of  t>ein^  '*  made  perfect 
through  suffering,"  was  to  be  strongly  exemplified  in 
hiin. 

Ou  Sunday,  19th  April,  being  Easter-day,  General 
Paoli  and  I  paid  him  a  visit  before  dinner.  We  talked 
of  the  notion  that  blind  persons  can  distinguish  co> 
lours  by  the  touch.  Johnson  said,  that  Professor 
Sanderson  mentions  hi^  having  attempt^xl  tu  du  it^ 
but  thai  he  found  he  was  aiming  at  an  imjiossibilitv; 
that  to  be  sure  a  difference  in  tlie  surface  makes  the 
difference  of  colours;  but  that  difference  is  so  fine, 
that  it  is  not  sensible  to  the  touch.  The  getieral 
mentioned  jugglers  and  fraudulent  gamesters,  who 
could  know  cards  by  the  touch.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
**  the  cards  used  by  such  persons  must  be  less  polished 
than  ours  commoidy  are." 

We  talked  of  sounds.  The  general  said,  there 
was  no  beauty  in  a  simple  .sound,  but  only  in  an 
harmonious  composition  of  sounds.  I  presumt*d  to 
differ  from  this  opinion,  and  mentioned  the  soft  and 
vweet  sound  of  a  fine  womau*s  voice.  Johnson. 
**  No,  sir,  if  a  serpent  or  a  toad  uttered  it,  you  would 
think  it  ugly."  Hoswei.l.  "  So  you  would  tliink, 
BT,  were  a  beautiful  tune  to  be  uttered  by  one  of  those 
animals."  Johnson.  *•  No,  sir,  it  would  be  admired. 
\Vc  have  seen  fine  fiddlers  whom  we  liked  as  little  as 
loadsi."  (laughing.) 

Talking  on  the  subject  of  taste  iu  the  arts,  lie  said, 
that  diflerence  of  taste  was,  in  truth,  difftreuce  of 
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skill.  BosTTELL.  "  But,  sir,  is  there  not  n  qunlity 
called  taste,  which  consists  merely  in  perception  or 
in  liking  .•'  for  instance,  we  find  people  difler  much 
as  to  what  is  tiie  best  style  of  English  composition. 
Some  think  Swifts  the  best;  others  prefer  a  fuller 
and  grander  way  of  wTiting."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you 
must  first  dffine  what  you  mean  by  style,  before  you 
can  judge  who  has  a  good  taste  in  style,  and  who  has 
a  bad.  The  two  classes  of  persons  whom  you  have 
mentioned,  don*t  differ  as  to  good  and  had.  They 
both  agree  tli&t  Swift  has  a  good  neat  style ;  but  one 
loves  a  neat  style,  another  luves  a  style  of  more  splen-  I 
dour,  lu  like  manner,  one  loves  a  plain  coat,  another 
loves  a  laced  coat ;  but  neither  will  deny  that  each  is 
good  in  its  kind." 

[The  following  meditations, made  about  this  iwriod, 
are  very  interesting  sketches  of  his  feelings : 

"  April  26^  1772.  I  was  some  way  IiinJertd  from  continiiiDg' 
this  cantemplatioii  in  the  lunial  manner,  and  therefore  try,  at  the 
dUlanct*  of  u  weok,  to  review  the  last  f  Eastt-r]]  Siuiduy. 

•'  I  went  lo  church  early,  having  first,  I  think,  ii«>d  my  prayer, 
^V^^en  I  was  there,  I  hadvery  little  pi.Tturbf:tioii  of  mind.  During 
the  usual  time  of  inetlitation,  I  considered  the  Christian  duties 
tnider  the  tluree  principleii  of  dobvmeiw,  righteoumess.  and  god- 
liness ;  and  purpos«l  to  forward  giMJliness  by  the  annmal  perusal 
t^  the  Bibie  ;  righteousness  Ay  eetliiag  svtiuihing  for  charitif,  aod 
wbvrueiM  h^  early  Aovrs.  I  contniended  as  usual,  with  preface 
of  perraissiun,  and,  I  think,  mentioned  Bnthurst  I  came  home, 
and  found  P»oli  and  Dnswell  waiting  for  nic.  What  devotions 
I  used  alW  my  return  home.  I  do  not  distinctly  remember.  I 
went  to  prayers  in  the  evening  ;  and,  I  think,  entered  late. 

"On  GoinI  Friilay,  I  paid  Peyton  williout  requiring  work. 

"  It  is  a  comfort  to  me,  that  at  last,  in  roy  sixty-third  year,  I 
have  attained  to  know,  even  thus  hastily,  confusedly,  and  im- 
perfectly, what  my  Bible  contains  " 

"  Having  mis&ed  church  in  the  mumiug  (April  20),  I  went 
this  evening,  and  nrtcrwardu  sat  with  Southwell.**] 

\\'liilo  I  remained  in  London  this  spring,  I  was 
with  hini  at  several  other  times,  bolh  hv  himself  and 
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In  twmpajiy.  I  diufd  with  liiin  one  day  at  the  Crown 
and  Aiichortaveru,  in  the  Straud,  with  Lord  Elihank, 
Mr,  I>angton,  and  Dr.  Vausitlart  of  Oxford  '.  \Vith- 
out  specifying  each  particular  day,  I  iiave  preserved 
the  following  niemoralile  things. 

I  regr<?(ted  the  reflection  in  his  preface  to  Shak- 
spesre  against  Garricit,  to  whom  we  cannot  but  apply 
the  following  passage : — "  I  collated  such  copies  as  I 
could  procure,  and  wished  for  more,  hut  have  not 
found  the  collectors  of  these  rarities  verj'  coniniuni- 
cative."  I  told  him.  that  Garrick  had  complained 
to  me  of  it,  and  had  vindicated  himself  by  assuring 
me,  that  Johnson  waa  made  welcome  to  the  fidl  use 
of  his  collection,  and  that  he  left  the  key  of  it  with  a 
servant,  with  orders  to  have  a  fire  and  exery  conveni- 
ence for  him.  I  found  Johnson's  notion  was,  that 
Garrick  wanted  to  be  courted  for  them,  and  tliat,  on 
the  contrary,  (larrick  should  have  courted  him,  and 
sent  him  the  plays  of  liis  own  accord.  But,  iudecd, 
considering  the  slovenly  and  careless  manner  in  which 
books  were  treated  by  Johnson,  it  could  not  be  ex- 
pectetl  that  scarce  and  valuable  editions  should  have 
been  lent  to  him. 

A  gentleman  having  to  some  of  the  usual  argu- 
nitrnts  for  drinking  added  this: — *'you  know,  sir, 
drinkiugdrivey  awuy  care,  aud  makes  us  forget  what- 
erer  is  disagreeable.  Would  not  you  allow  a  man 
to  drink  for  that  reason?"  Johnson.  "  Yes,  sir,  if 
be  sat  next  t/ott." 


•  \IH.  RobcR  Vanaiturt,  LL.1).,  proTesMr  of  civil  law  m  (Kftml,  uul  re 
tmAx  at  WindMir.  lie  «iu  a  KnUtr  fdlow  of  AU  Soa\a,  whtn,  atiir  he  had 
^*Lii  up  ihc  prnfauion  In  Ijondoo,  he  chicily  rrdilcd  in  ■  act  ofrmniift.  fumicrlr 
Ibc  aU  Wottry.  Tbkfa  he  had  tiikd  up  in  the  Oothic  «yl«,  «nd  whctr  he  diL-d 
•bant  l7Ti4.  lie  wm  nnniuWt  I::  for  hu  jfiHxi- humour  and  irinffciuitv  wit,  anil 
•  pLst  ravouriteoa  lite  Onfb^d  cinuti.  IJc  n-os  tiill  rtx)  very  thin;  and  the 
tar  Mvtt  ibe  tume  of  CoMHtlhr  Van  to  a  ^barp-poiDtcd  rock  un  iJie  U'ye, 
«fik&  itili  RtaiM  tbu  naaw.  IIu  trtu  iho  ddtr  brother  of  .Mr.  Henry  Vanoii- 
wt,  ttovcmof  of  Bengal,  raiht.-r  t>f  the  j>ci'«cnt  l>ord  I'rvUy,  tuahwn  itic  oliluir 
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I  expressed  a  liking  for  Mr.  Francis  Osborne's' 
works,  aiul  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  that  writer. 
lie  answered,  **  A  conceited  fellow.  Were  a  man  to 
write  so  now,  tlie  boys  would  tlirow  stones  at  him." 
He,  however,  did  not  alter  ray  opinion  of  a  favourite 
RUthour,  to  whom  I  was  first  directed  by  his  being 
quoted  in  "  The  Spectator,"  and  in  whom  I  have 
found  much  shrewd  and  lively  sense,  expressed  indeed 
in  a  style  somewhat  quaint,  which,  however,  I  do  not 
dislike.  His  book  lias  an  air  of  originality.  AVe  figure 
to  ourselves  an  ancient  gentleman  talking  tn  us. 

When  one  of  his  friends  endeavoured  to  maintain 
that  a  country  gentleman  might  contrive  to  pass  his 
life  vei7  agreeably,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  you  cannot  give 
me  an  instance  of  any  man  who  is  permitted  to  lay 
out  his  own  time,  contriving  not  to  liave  tedious 
hours."  This  observation,  however,  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  gentlemen  who  live  in  cities ',  and  ore  of 
no  profession. 

He  said,  '*  there  is  no  permanent  national  charac- 
ter: it  varies  according  to  circumstances.  Alexander 
theGreat  swept  India ';  now  the  Turks  swee|i  Greece." 

A  learned  gentleman,  who,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, wished  to  inform  us  of  tliis  simjtle  fact,  that 
the  counsel  ujion  the  circuit  at  Shrewsbury  were  much 
bitten  by  lleas,  look,  I  suppose,  seven  or  eiglitminutes 
in  relating  it  circumstantially.     He  in  a  plenitude  of 


'  tor  Uw  ftmlly  rf  the  OsboniM,  of  ChidcMntl..  in  Bcdfordftliirc.  The 
work  by  which  he  i*  nnw  liot  kniiwn  in,  hu  '*  U  L«io»lcal  ilcmoift  of  the  Rdgn 
of  Quueii  KUubt-th  ar.d  King  Jamc*.*"  wrilbcn  to  a  yety  nrrimoniiiUH  Knini. 
He  HmI  ataebed  hiaudf  to  the  Pembroke  family ;  and,  like  Eerl  Fhiltp  (whom 
M'alpole  de>i|CiuMi  by  Uiu  tm.  gentle  ■pptDatioD  nf  wonorab/c  Simp^tm)^ 
jtKttsa  the  (ttrlianH-ntanuni.     Jle  died  In  ItUII Ko.] 

•  [  Km  ipltr :  niLii  who  live  In  citia  have  lhc«in»,  tlubs,  wid  all  the  wiaj 
of  public  aud  private  oock'ty  williln  reach ICu.] 

i  I  Till-  fon-r  of  this  illustratioo  'a  not  very  obviouB.  ImlU,  so  far  ■■  ns 
gaiAt  the  native*,  b  |>crfak|»  ni>w  ijtiiic  m  liable  to  be  nwjrf  by  «i  Invader 
a*  it  waa  ihrei-  ihotiund  ywit*  ppa.  AH  authoriiki  aceni  u>  be  m^jvuA  thai 
ihc  pomlir  erf'  India  and  China  hare  ch.uigud  wondcrfHUy  Ultle  in  the  lapse  of 
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phrase  told  us,  that  large  bales  of  woollen  cloth  were 
lotted  in  tbe  town-hall :  that  by  reason  of  this,  fleas 
nwtlfd  therein  prodigious  numbers;  that  the  lodgings 
of  the  counsel  were  near  tbe  town-ball;  and  that  those 
UlUe  animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with  wonder- 
ful ngilitv.  Johnson  sat  in  great  impatience  till  the 
gentleman  had  finished  his  tedious  narrative,  and  then 
burst  out  (playfully  however),  **  It  is  a  pity,  sir,  that 
you  have  not  seen  a  lion;  for  a  flea  has  Uiken  you 
sodi  a  time,  that  a  lion  must  have  served  you  a  twelve- 
month \" 

■  He  would  not  allow  Scotland  to  derive  any  credit 
fntn  Lord  Mansfield ;  for  he  was  educated  in  Eng- 
land. "  Much,"  said  he,  "  may  be  made  of  a  Scotcb- 
mau,  if  he  be  caught  young.'* 

■  Talking  of  a  modern   historian  %  and  a  modem 
moralist  ^  he  said,  *' There  is  more  thought  iu  tbe 
moralist  than  in  the  historian,     ''i'here  is  but  a  shal- 
low stream  of  thought  iu  history."    Boswell.  "  But 

ly,  sir,  au  historian  has  reHection."     Johnson. 
Thy  yes,  sir;  and  so  has  a  cat  when  she  catches  a 
mouse  for  her  kitten.      But  she  cannot   write  like 
[Beattie];  neither  can  [Robertson]." 

He  said,  *'  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the  manu- 
scripts of  authouH),  and  give  them  my  opinion.   If  the 
■utliuurs  who  apply  to  me  have  uiouey,  I  bid  them 


1»T 


*  MfB  I^ooi,  to  whom  \  uM  ihU  ttr.mluce,  luu  r«l«Uil  it  u  iT  ihei  gaiUnTuui 
had  given  **  die  tiitardl  /iuCjtw  of  the  *noni/:"—.luredi'tcs,  p.  IIIl.  [The 
*lis»Hl|t«iilcauui"  wMccTuinlf  I>r.ViinfittKrt.uLspn>vcd  by  two  puvagn  In 
Che  carrE^>Dr.dsiicc  bnwtreti  Mn-  Thralr  aiid  I>r.  JohiiMia,  July  niul  Auj^t, 
I77IL     She  writt«  10  the  docltir  in  SoMluid,  '*  I  have  tccft  the  man  thai  tau-  the 

■nwir,"  A.C.     JohwHin  Kplkx,  '*  Poor  V ,  &c  t  he  ii  b  ({ood  mu,  Itid, 

vhen  hn  niiod  m  c»mp<».'d,  n  m'-in  af  pans."  Tl)i%  with  Rmwdl'ii  reference 
fa  lb«  pwcedfaip  page  to  Dr.  Vuuittui,  ktid  ihc   Hienii>*Ti  of  the  HhrewKbiiry 

cMit,  whkb  'V^uiakun  weiit,  Logetlier  with  tht  prcci-dinj;  note,  Lave  rut  doubt 


tbw  tw  «-&«  the  (H-rMn  Jitluiinl  ti>.  1 1  oIm  pnivcs  llul  the  inaceurMff  uf  which 
BnfwcU  accutct  Alnt.  I'ioni  wu  [if  uo  iDftocurary  ai  nil)  tanetional  by  Jiihn. 
mm  tanowMt  for  wc  we  that  he  tionee  untklntoUl  whom  the  tnewil  by  '*l/ic 
«M«  th»l  Mnp  itf  monv."— Kn.] 

•  tTbiB  UMtrivi  mil  morBllMt  (whawe  ntunci  31-.  Bo»wcll  Irft  in  blank}  are 
Dvcana  Uubolwn  aiid  Beattic — l^n.) 
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boldly  print  without  a  name ;  if  they  have  ^v^itten  m 
order  to  get  money,  I  tel]  them  toga  to  the  booksellers 
and  make  the  best  bargain  they  can."  Boswei.l. 
'*  But,  sir,  if  a  bookseller  should  bring  you  a  manu- 
script to  look  at."  Johnson.  "  Why»  sir,  I  would 
desire  the  bookseller  to  take  it  away." 

I  mentioned  a  friend '  of  mine  who  had  resided 
long  in  Spain,  and  was  unwilling  to  return  to  Britain. 
Johnson.  "Sir,  he  is  attached  to  some  woman." 
BoswEM,.  **  I  ratlier  believe,  sir,  it  is  the  fine 
climate  which  keepw  him  there,"  JoHNSON.  '*  Nay, 
sir,  how  can  you  talk  so  ?  MTiat  is  cihmite  to  ha|v 
piness  ?  Place  me  in  the  heart  of  Asia,  should  I  not 
be  exiled?  What  proportion  does  climate  bear  lo 
the  complex  system  of  human  life?  Vou  may  advise 
me  to  go  to  live  at  Bologna  to  eat  sausages.  The 
sausages  there  are  the  best  in  the  world ;  they  lose 
much  by  being  carried." 

On  Saturday,  9th  May,  Mr.  Dempster  and  I  had 
agreed  to  dine  by  ourselves  at  the  British  colTee-bouse. 
Johnson,  on  whom  I  happened  to  tall  in  the  morning, 
said,  he  would  join  us,  which  he  did,  and  we  .si>ent  a 
very  agreeable  day,  though  I  recollect  but  little  of 
what  passed. 

He  said,  *'Waipole  was  a  minister  given  by  the 
king  to  the  {x-oplc :  Pilt  was  a  minister  given  by  tlie 
people  to  the  king, — as  an  adjunct." 

"  The  misfortune  of  Gohlsmith  in  conversation  is 
tlus:  he  goes  on  without  knowing  how  he  is  to  get 
off.  His  genius  is  great,  but  his  knowledge  is  small. 
As  they  say  of  a  generous  man.  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not 
rich,  we  may  say  of  Gohlsmith,  it  is  a  pity  he  is 
not  knowing.  He  would  not  keep  his  knowledge  to 
himself." 


'  [fretably  .Mr.  UM»ell'»  biutbct,  D»vid.    i^w  /-*?,  tih  2JAb  April,  I71W. 
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Before  leaviu|r  London  this  year,  I  consulted  him 
upon  a  question  jHirely  of  St-otch  law.  It  was  held 
of  old.  aud  continued  for  a  long  period^  to  be  an  esta- 
blished principle  in  that  law,  that  whoever  inter- 
meddled with  the  eflfects  of  a  person  deceased,  with- 
out the  inter|M)sition  of  lej^al  authority  to  guard 
Bgainfct  embezzlement,  should  be  subjected  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  the  deceased,  as  having  been  guilty  of 
what  was  technically  called  vicious  introniUsion.  The- 
conrt  of  session  had  gradually  relaxeil  the  strictness 
of  this  principle,  where  the  interference  proved  had 
been  inconsidernble.  In  a  case'  which  came  ttefore 
that  eourt  the  preceding  winter,  I  had  laboureil  to 
persuade  the  judge  to  reluni  to  the  ancient  law.  It 
was  my  own  sincere  opinion,  that  they  ouglit  to  ad- 
here to  it;  but  I  had  exhauste<l  all  my  powers  of 
reasoning  in  vain.  Johnson  thought  as  I  did  ;  and 
in  order  to  assist  nie  in  uiy  applicatiuu  to  the  court 
for  a  revision  and  alteration  of  the  judgment,  he  dic- 
tated to  ine  an  argument  [which  will  be  found  in  the  ^i 
Appendix]. 

The  reader  will  see  with  what  comprehension  of 
mind,  aud  clearness  of  penetration,  he  treated  a  sub- 
ject altogether  new  to  him,  without  any  other  pre- 
paration lliaii  my  having  stated  to  him  the  arguments 
nbich  had  been  used  on  each  side  of  the  question. 
His  intellectual  ]>ower8  ap[)eared  with  peculiar  lustiv, 
when  tried  against  those  of  a  writer  of  such  fame  as 
Lord  Karnes,  and  that  too  in  his  lordship's  own 
department. 

Tliis  masterly  argument,  after  being  prefaced  and 
concluded  with  some  sentences  of  my  own,  and  gar- 
nished with  the  usual  fornmlaries,  was  actually 
printed  and  laid  before  the  lords  of  session,  but  with- 
out success.     My  respected  friend  Lord  Uailes,  how- 

•  Wilson  ifCKiiut  Smith  uul  Artnour— noiwELL. 
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pver,  one  of  that  bonouralile  body,  had  critical  saga- 
city enoagh  to  discover  a  more  than  ordinary  hand 
in  the  petition,  I  told  him  Dr.  Johnson  had  favoured 
me  witii  his  pen.  His  lordship,  with  wonderful 
ueuMeny  pointed  out  exactly  where  his  coiii[K}sitiou 
began,  and  where  it  ended.  But  that  I  may  do  im- 
partial justice,  and  conform  to  the  great  nUe  of  courts, 
Suum  cuic/ae  tribuito,  I  must  add,  that  their  lord-  ■ 
ships  in  genend,  though  lliey  were  pleaded  to  call 
this  "a  well-drawn  paper,"  preferred  the  former 
very  inferior  petition^  which  1  had  written  ;  tlius 
coniinniug  the  truth  of  an  observation  made  to  me 
by  one  of  their  number,  in  a  merry  mood :  "  My 
dear  sir,  give  yourself  no  trouble  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  papers  you  present  to  us ;  for,  indeed,  it  is 
casting  pearls  before  s\^ine  '." 

1  renewed  n]y  solicitations  that  Dr.  Johnson  would 
this  year  accomplish  his  long-intended  visit  to  Scotland. 

"TO  JA3JES  BOSWELL,  ESQ. 

"  ISth  Aug.  I77S. 
"Dkab  ftin, — The  r^jret  has  not  beon  little  with  which  I 
have  miised  a  journey  iK>  prrgnitnt  with  pleading  expectatiunii, 
as  Uut  in  which  I  could  promise  myself  not  only  tho  gratiftcm- 
tiun  of  L*uriu«itT,  both  rational  and  fanciful,  but  the  delight  of 
seeing  those  whom  I  love  and   esteem.     ••••••• 

But  such  h.is  l>een  the  course  of  diings,  that  1  could  not  couie ; 
and  such  has  l>f<>n,  I  am  afraid,  tlie  state  of  my  body,  that  it 
would  not  well  have  seconded  my  inclination.  3fy  body,  I 
think,  gruwa  better,  and  I  refer  my  hopes  to  anotJier  year;  for 
I  am  very  sincere  in  my  design  to  pay  the  visit,  and  Uke  the 
rambk'.  In  tlie  mean  time,  do  not  omit  any  opportunity  of 
keeping  up  a  favourable  opinion  of  mc  in  the  minds  of  any  af 
my  fVirnda.  Beattie's  book'  is,  I  believe,  every  day  more 
Uk«d ;  at  least,  I  Uke  it  more,  as  I  look  mare  upon  it. 

'  (Tlie  rx^rtnion  wm  Ciwnii,  bai  the  infanla/;  wu  eomd  i  \htjkri*  mad 
Uui  Urn  only  ouitht  to  be  connuleml  by  the  judge — ihe  verbal  deconttooa  of 
Wflc  ftltaiitil  Ik  <if  iw  weight,  li  it  prolmhlf  Out  tltc  iud.ic  who  m^dc  u*e  of 
tlili  hoHicly  phriM  wu  banicrmg  Uo»wdl  od  tcaw  pindliig  in  which  ihc-n:  wu 


parh«|M  inoM  onuuiMnt  ttuui  nLitntann; Kit.] 
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"  I  am  f[Ud  if  you  got  crnlit  by  yimr  csitw.  anil  tun  yet  of 
o|nnion.  that  our  cause  was  ffooil,  and  that  the  iletennination 
ock^ht  to  havp  Iwen  in  yoiir  fnvotir.  Poor  Ilastie,  [the  Bchool- 
iliBiM<lil3.  I  t)iin1(,  had  but  hh  tlcaerts. 

*•  Vou  promUed  to  get  me  a  little  Pindar,  you  may  add  to  it 
■  little  Anacreon. 

•*  TJie  leisure  which  I  cannot  enjoy,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to 
hear  that  you  employ  upon  the  .intiqiiitieit  of  the  feudal  esta- 
Miriimgnt.  TIic  whole  system  of  ancient  tenures  is  gradually 
pgMing  away;  and  I  wixh  to  have  the  knowledge  of  it  pre- 
■erved  adetpinte  and  complete.  Fur  such  an  institution  makes 
a  veij'  important  part  of  tlie  history  of  mankind.  I)o  not  for- 
get a  design  »o  M'orthy  of  a  scholar  who  studies  the  law  of  his 
country,  »md  of  n  ^ntlcman  who  mny  naturally  be  curious  to 
know  the  condition  of  hia  own  ancestor*. — I  am,  dear  sir,  youni 
with  great  ajfection,  "  Sah.  Johnmn." 

[He  this  autumn  visited  Lirlifield  and  Ashbourne,  En. 
where  it  appears  from  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale  that 
be  was  cousiderably  indisposed.] 

1-TO  MRS,  THRALE. 

"•{LiaLfield.)  l»th  Oct.  I772. 
**l  9tt  out  on  Thursday  night  at  nine,  and  arrived  at  Lich-  P 
trid  on  Friday  ntght  ut  eleven,  no  otherwise  inconimudetl  tliaii 
with  want  of  sleep,  which,  however,  I  enjfiycil  very  ctimfortably 
the  fint  night.     I  think  a  stage  coach  i»  not  tl>e  wuntt  bed." 

"  Ashbourne,  4th  Nov.  177S. 
"  Since  I  came  to  Ashbourne  I  have  been  out  of  order.     I 
was  well  at  Lichfield.     You  know  sickness  will  drive  me  to 
you;   «o  perhaps  you  wry  heartily  wisli  me  belter:   but  you 
know  Ukewisc  that  health  will  not  hold  me  away." 


L-^tun, 
rol  U 
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"[Aohbourn*,]  23d  Nor.  1773. 
**  I  cannot  yet  get  well ;  my  nights  are  flatulent  and  unquiet^ 
bol  my  days  are  tolerably  easy,  and  Taylor   nays  thnt  I  hmk 
■incii  better  than  when  I  came  hitlier.     Yuu  will  see  when  I 
%  and  ]  can  take  your  word." 


p^os: 


"lAibVoume.!  27th  Nor.  1772. 
"  Ifyou  are  so  kind  a&  to  write  to  me  on  Suturvlay,  the  dny 
□a  which  you  wiU  receive  this,  1  shall  Imve  it  liefnrc  I  leave 
Aihbaume.  I  am  to  go  to  Lichfield  on  Wednciidu)',  and  pur- 
poN'  to  find  mj  way  to  London  through  Birminghaiu  and 
Qxibrd. 
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**  I  was  yesterday  at  Chatsworth.  It  is  a  rery  fine  boufw. 
I  wish  you  had  bctni  with  nte  to  sec  it ;  fur  thai,  as  wc  are  apt 
Co  want  matter  of  talk,  we  should  have  gained  aoinethiiig  new 
to  talk  on.  They  CfnnpHmenteil  nii*  with  playing  the  fuuntain, 
and  opening  the  cascade.  Uiit  I  am  of  my  friend's  opinion,  that 
when  one  has  seen  the  ocean,  cascades  are  but  little  things."^ 

•'MR.  BOSM^ELL  TO  DR.  JOHNSON. 

><£diiiburgl).:i5ih  tHe.  1773- 
"My  drar  sir, —     ••••••• 

'*  I  was  much  disappointed  that  ytni  did  not  come  to  Scotland 
Iftjit  autumn.  However,  I  must  own  that  your  letter  prevents 
me  from  cuiuplniniiig  ;  not  only  I>ecanse  I  am  sensible  that  the 
State  of  your  health  was  but  too  good  on  excuac,  but  i>efnuse 
you  write  In  a  strain  which  tthuwti  tlutt  you  have  agreeable  views 

of  the  scheme  which  we  have  so  long  proposed. 

«•••*■••• 

"I  cmnmunicated  to  Beattie  what  you  said  <»f  his  book  in 
jour  last  letter  to  me.  He  writes  to  me  tlius:  'You judge 
I  very  rightly  in  supposing  that  Dr.  Johnson's  favourable  opinion 
of  my  book  mut4  give  me  great  delight.  Indeed  it  is  impossible 
for  nie  to  say  How  much  I  am  gratified  by  it;  for  there  is  not  a 
man  up*in  earth  whose  good  <n>inion  I  M'ould  be  more  auibitioua 
to  cultivate.  His  talents  and  his  virtues  I  reverence  more  tlian 
any  words  can  express.  The  extraordinary  civilities  (the  pa- 
ternal attentions  I  should  rather  aay),  and  the  miuiy  instructions 
I  have  hul  the  honour  to  receive  from  him,  will  to  me  be  a 
perpetual  source  of  pleasure  in  the  recollection, 

**  *  Dunt  memnr  IpM  mci,  dam  splritiu  hos  rvgct  vtus.* 

'"I  had  BtiU  some  thongbts>  while  the  Rummer  lasted, 
being  obliged  to  go  to  London  on  sume  little  business;  other- 
wine  I  should  certainly  have  troubled  Jiim  with  a  letter  several 
moutliH  »go,  »nd  given  some  vent  to  my  gratitude  and  admira- 
tion. This  I  intend  to  do  as  soon  as  I  am  leil  a  little  at  leisure. 
Mean  time,  if  you  have  oceasion  to  write  to  hiui,  I  beg  you  will 
offer  him  my  n>u*t  respectful  compliments,  and  ajwure  him  of 
the  Aincerity  of  my  attachment  and  the  warmth  of  my  grati- 
tude,'    ■••*•]  nm^  g;(._  «  James  Boswbll." 

In  1773,  his  only  publiciition  was  an  edition  of  his 
folio  Dictionary,  with  additions  and  corrections;  nor 
did  he,  so  far  as  is  known,  furnish  any  productions 
of  his  fertile  pen  to  any  of  his  numerous  friends  or 
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ifcppnf)iiTi1<?,  except  the  Preface**  to  his  old  amanu- 
ensis Marbean's  "  Dictionary  of  ancient  Geography." 
His  SliaJvspcarc,  indeed,  which  had  \ieeu  received 
with  liigli  aj>probatiun  by  the  publiek,  and  goue 
through  several  editions,  was  tin's  year  republished 
by  Geoi^e  Stcevens,  Esq.  a  gentleman  not  only  deeply 
lUfillcil  ill  anclenl  learning,  and  of  vi-ry  extensive  read- 
ing iu  English  literature,  esjwcially  the  early  writers, 
but  at  the  same  time  of  aaite  discernment  and  ele- 
gant taste.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say,  that  by 
bis  great  and  valuable  additions  to  Ur.  Johuson*ii 
work,  he  justly  obtained  considerable  reputation : 

'*  INi-icum  itnperiura  cum  Jove  Cxmi  htbcl." 

[He  began  this  year  with  a  fit  of  the  gout 

"TO  MHS.  TIIHAI.E. 

''TucMky,  £6th  Jan.  1773. 
"  LmA  Tughl  was  very  teJioua,  and  thi»  d»y  makes  iiii  pro-  P'  ?'• 
mim  of  much  ease.  However,  I  have  diis  dny  put  on  my  shoe, 
md  hope  dint  gvuX  la  mnw.  I  shall  have  oiily  tliL*  cuugli  tu 
ctMtterul  widi,  and  1  doubt  whether  I  ehall  get  rid  nt'thiit  with- 
out chjuige  of  plnce.  I  caught  cold  Iu  the  coitcti  n.^  I  went  away, 
•m  diMordered  by  very  little  things.  Is  it  accident  or  age?" 

*'  I9ih  Feb.  1773. 

^  I  think  I  oni  bKter,  but  cnnnot  aay  much  more  than  thnt  I 
think  so.  I  was  yesttrday  with  Ali&s  Lucy  Southwell  and  Mrs. 
Winiuiu,  at  Air.  Stiuthwell's''.  MiK<.  Frances  Southnell  is  not 
»eU. 

"  r  IiAve  an  invitation  to  dine  at  Sir  Joahua  Reynolds's  on 
Tncfday.     May  I  accept  it?";] 

"TO  JAMES  BOSH'ELL.  ESQ. 

"  I^nilon,  sal  Fch.  1773. 
"  Dkak  sib, — I  have  read  )'aur  kind  letter  much  more  than 

'H<,  howertr,  ■roti-,  at  p»nly  nrnir,  wi  vpilaph  [irp  ittilr,  p.  \Xi]  on  3lr». 
tea,  •witr  of  hii  fHcail  John  Ucit,  i:>(\.  brother  »f  itw  Kcv.  Dr.  Ucll,  Prcbcn- 
m  «r  Woitninuter,  which  h  printed  tn  hi*  woiki.  ll  h  in  Kiiglisit  prtMe, 
||m>  wi  Intlr  of  hia  msmurr,  thftl  I  iliil  not  Ulicrt^  hr  hiul  any  hunil  in  it, 
Lf  *..  ..'T.^nl  of  ilic  (kct  by  the  luiiliuriij'  of  Mr.  Bi'll. — UoswELt- 
*    i  A  aulf  TrMiul,  Ml.  Ediuancl  Souihwrll.  lliiril  Miii  of  the  H*tl 

Ijmc  \fm  in  l7"o,  liail  dinl  in  itu.*  preooding  Novembrr,  aft«d  07 : 

dbf  Sit.  >--Li\\iitM.  here  incniiontd,  wu  probably  Tlioniv  Aniiiir.  •ftrnvBrdK 
ihrfaanh  Ion]  wjA  M-rond  vtvmiim  (mc  ««//,  vul.  i.  p.  ai>3].  'Iht  twAlndin 
»crc  probabljr  dsughtcrt  of  the  Kr>i  lord :  Frnuai  bom  in  I'DR, 
^trfwy  bora  in  \^\0.~-Kl^.] 
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the  elegant  Pindar  which  it  accompanied.  I  am  always  glad 
to  find  myself  n«:»t  forgotten  ;  and  to  be  forgtillen  by  you  would 
give  lue  great  uneasinetis.  My  nortliem  friends  have  never 
been  unkind  to  nic ;  I  have  from  you,  dear  sir,  testiuionies  of  ^ 
aflection,  which  I  have  not  often  been  able  to  excite ;  snd  Dr.  fl 
Beattie  rates  the  te^tiinmiy  which  I  was  dcsinius  of  paying  to 
his  merit  much  higher  than  I  should  liave  thought  it  reason- 
able to  expect.  fl 

"  I  have  heard  of  your  m-isquerade '.  What  nays  your  syno<l  ™ 
to  such  innovations  ?  I  am  not  studiously  scrupulous,  nor  do 
I  think  II  niiLsijueriule  either  evil  in  iticlf,  or  very  likely  to  be 
tlic  occasion  of  evil ;  yet  a-t  the  world  lliinks  it  a  very  Hcentiouii 
relaxation  of  mainu-r»,  I  would  not  have  Inrcn  one  uf  the/'rv/ 
masquers,  in  a  country-  where  no  masquerade  liad  ever  been  ^ 
before^.  f 

"  A  new  edition  of  ray  great  Dtctioiury  is  printed,  from  a 
copy  which  I  was  periiuaded  to  revise ;  but  having  made  no 
preparation,  I  was  able  to  do  very  little.     Some  iiupcrfluities  I  fl 
have  expunged,  and  some  faults  I  liave  cmTecK-d,  and  here  and  ^ 
there  have  ticattere<l  a  remark ;  but  the  main  fabrick  of  the 
work  remains  n.s  it  was.     I  have  looked  very  little  into  it  since 
I  wrote  it,  and,  I  think,  I  found  it  full  as  often  better,  as  worse,  ,^j 
than  I  expected.  '^^ 

"  Baretti  and  Davies  have  had  a  furious  quarrel :  a  quarrel,^^ 
I  tliink,  irrcconcileablc.  Rr,  Goldsmith  has  a  new  comedy, 
which  is  expecteil  in  the  spring.  No  name  is  yet  given  it. 
The  chiet' diversion  arises  from  a  gtratagem  by  which  a  Im-er  is 
mMde  to  mistake  his  future  father- tn-law's  houw  for  an  inn.  "^M 
This,  you  see,  borders  upon  farce.  The  <lialogue  is  quick  and 
gav,  and  the  incident:*  are  w>  prepare<l  as  not  to  seem  imprf>- 
bable.  ■ 

"  I  am  *>rry  that  you  lost  your  cause  of  intromission,  because  ™ 
I  yet  think  the  argunienttt  on  your  side  unanswerable.  Bui 
yoQ  seem,  I  think,  to  say  that  you  gained  reputation  even  by 
your  defeat :  and  repulntion  you  will  daily  gain,  if  vou  keep 
Lonl  Auchinleck'a  precept  in  your  mind,  and  endeavour  to  con- 
solidate in  your  mind  u  finn  and  reguliir  system  of  law,  instead 
of  picking  up  f>ccaslonnl  fragments. 

■  Given  by  ■  litdy  it  Edinburgh. — BoswcLL. 

«  There  had  been  masquerades  ta  Sootlaad  :  but  nol  for  a  vtrj  loa^  time. 

Ilniitt'F.LL.  [Thi«  moAqnmde  w»  girco  un  the  Isr  Jftniury.  bj  the  Dowitger 
('ountcsH  i>f  Fife ;  Johnson  had  no  doabt  seen  an  *n»unt  of  it  in  the  GcniU. 
■mai't  Magazine  for  Jvauxty,  whert  it  b  uid  to  b«vc  Ijceu  liic  only  intui. 
qucTwIe  ever  Hern  in  ScatluiiC  Mr.  Basvril  hiniKlf  spfcaml  in  the  duiracict 
if  n  Dumb  Co«/Nror.^BO-] 
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•*  My  heslth  seems  in  jjeneral  to  improve ;  but  I  have  been 
KraoMcd  f(ir  nuny  wct'ks  with  vcxaiiouti  cjitiirrh,  which  in 
Mmnctimes  mt&deniiy  diittreMful.  I  Imve  nnt  found  any  f^rvtit 
rflrcU  frum  bleedinic  and  phyiiick  ;  and  hhi  itfhud  that  I  must 
rxprrt  hrlp  from  brightpr  day*  and  Mttter  uir. 

"  Write  to  me  now  and  then ;  and  whenever  anv  gofid  Ik»- 
&Uii  ycHi,  nuke  haste  lo  let  ini-  know  it,  for  no  one  will  rejoice 
at  it  more  tlun,  dear  rir,  yottr  most  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 
Vou  continue  to  «tand  very  high  In  the  favour  of  Mrs. 
ThnOe." 

While  a  former  edition  of  my  work  wns  i>a».sing 
ihrotigli  the  press,  I  was  iiiiexiH'Ctedly  favoiirpd  witli 
I  packet  from  Philadelphia*  from  Mr.  James  Aber- 
cTombie,  a  gentleman  of  tliat  conntry,  who  is  pleased 
to  honour  iiie  with  vcn,'  hij^h  praise  of  my  "  Life  of 
l)r.  JohnKon."  '!*«  Iiave  the  fame  of  my  ilhistrious 
frieni].  and  his  faithful  biographer,  echoed  from  tlie 
Xew  \\'orld  is  extremely  flattering ;  and  my  grateful 
adcDUwIedgnients  shall  be  wafted  ucntss  ilie  Atlan- 
tick.  Sir.  Abercrombie  has  politely  conferred  on  nic 
ft  CMisidcrable  additional  obligation,  by  transmitting 
to  me  copies  of  two  letters  from  Dr.  Joluison  to  Aine- 
ncan  gentlemen.  "(JIadly,  sir  (says  he),  would  I 
hare  sent  you  the  originals:  but  being  the  only  re- 
ticiut  of  the  kind  in  America,  they  are  considered  by 
the  po8»e8snr8  of  such  inestimable  vahie,  that  im  pos- 
libte  consideration  w<mld  indnre  tliem  to  part  with 
tbrm.  In  some  future  publication  of  youix  relative 
to  that  great  and  good  man,  they  may  perhaps  be 
thought  worthy  of  insertion." 

"  VR.  JOUNSON  TO  MR.  B D  '. 

'*  Johown't-court,  F'Uet-tir.-eL,  4lb  M^rch).  177-I- 
**  StB. —  Tluit  in  tlic  bun*)' ofa  sudilcn  dupurtiire  yuu  should 
j$i  find  leimire  to  consult  my  convenience,  i»  a  degree  of  kind- 

■  TUb  gmilmwr,  irhonow  midti  in  Amcricn  iiia  piiblirlc  characifl' flf  ■  con. 
■iiflhli  dlgnttv,  ilmrrd  ih«  )ll^  nutiie  mi^hi  not  be  iranntibd  al  full  Imglh. 
— BofvCLL.  [Probably  »  3Ir.  Bbnd.  whoM  "  Enqnlr^  into  Iht  Righl*  »f 
Ar  Jl»iii«*  CaAntW  mm  rrjitililwhnl  in  Londnn,  in  17711.— Ed.) 
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ness,  and  nn  instance  of  rep:ard,  not  only  beyond  my  claim« 
but  above  ray  expectation.     Vou  are  not  mistaken  in  »up}x>aing 
that  I  set  a  hif;h  value  on  my  American  rrieiid<(,  and  that  you 
fthould  confer  a  very  valuable  favour  upon  me  by  giving  me  an 
opportunity  of  keeping  myself  in  llieir  memory. 

"  I  liave  tjdten  the  libtnty  of  troublinjj  you  with  a  packet,  to 
which  I  wisli  a  saft-  and  speedy  conveyance,  because  I  wish  a 
Safe  and  speedy  voyage  to  him  that  conveys  it.  I  ain,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant,  "  Sam.  Johxjmin." 

"  TO  THE  REVEREND  MR.  \VIlITE>. 

"  Johnson's.court,  Fleet-^tKet,  4th  Sludi,  177S- 

"DuAn  Brn, —  Your  kindness  fur  your  friends  accompnnies  you 
acrosK  t}ie  AtJantiek.     It  v.-as  long  since  observed  by  Ilorac-e, 
that  no  ship  could  leave  care  behind :  you  have  been  attended  ^M 
in  your  voyage  by  other  powers, — ^by  benevolence  and  con-  ^^ 
stancy ;  and  I  hope  care  did  not  often  show  her  face  in  their 
company.  ^| 

"  I  received  the  copy  of  Ras^elaa.     The  impresaitm  is  not  " 
magniBcent,  but  it  flatten)  an  authour,  because  the  printer  seems 
to  have  expected  that  it  would  be  scattereil  among  the  people. 
The  little  hook  has  been  well  received,  and  is  translated  into 
Italian,  French.  Gemi.in,  and  Dutch.     It  has  nov  one  honour^ 
more  by  an  American  ctlition. 

"  I  know  not  that  much  has  happened  atnce  your  departure ! 
that  can  engage  ymir  cuiiuiuty.     Ofull  piiblick  transactions  the 
whole  world  is  now  iiiformefl  hy  the  newspnintrs.     Oppo»titi<m 
seeraB  to  dexpond  ;  and  the  dis»nter»(,  tliough  they  have  taken 
advantage  of  unsettled  times,  and  a  government  much  enfeebled*  ^_ 
■eon  not  liikely  to  gain  .iny  immunities.  J^M 

"  Dr.  Goldsmith  has  a  new  comedy'  in  rehciursal  at  Covent 
Garden,  to  which  the  manager  preilicti>  ill  liuccess.  i  hope  he 
will  be  mistaken.     I  tliink  it  deserves  a  very  kind  reception.       fl 

"  I  Hliall  soon  pid)li8h  a  new  edition  of  my  large  Dictionary  ;  ^* 
I  have  Iteen  persuftded  to  reviw  it,  and  have  mended  some  faults, 
but  added  little  to  iui  uneliilness. 

"  No  book  has  been  published  since  your  departure,  of  which  I 
much  notice  is  taken.  Faction  only  fills  the  town  witl»  pam- 
phlets, and  greater  subjects  are  forgotten  in  tlie  noise  of  discord.! 

t  Nov  Doctor  tt*hile,  aud  Hinlinp  <>f  tlie  cpism|ial  rhurch  la  PeDnfi;lvani*.J 
During  his  lint  vi^Lt  in  Knj^ljsjKJ  in   1771,  »»  a  randklatc  for  hol^  fln1<T%,  lis 
VM  Bcvcral  timn  in  company  with   Ur.  .lotniaan,   who  cxpre»ed  >  wish  to 
tux  llic  nlitiini  of'  RmmtIaii,  which  Dr.  M'liiU^  Inlil  hiiii  )ini1  Ijccii  pririb^  iii  Ame- 
rica.    Ur.  Wlitt«,  on  his  reium,  iraincdiAtcljr  icnt  tum  a  copy.— Bosk^l 

«  [She  Stdo|m  CO  Coaqocr. — Kn.) 
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"  TTwis  have  I  written,  only  to  tell  you  how  little  I  hnve  to 
toll.  Of  myself  I  can  only  udd,  Uiat  hiiving  been  afflicted  many 
weeks  with  a  very  troublesome  cough,  1  uin  now  recovered. 

"  I  tjikr  tbe  liberty  which  you  give  me  of  troubling  you  with 
a  Urttex,  of  which  you  will  please  tu  fill  up  the  direction.  I  am, 
mr,  yotir  most  humble  acn'ant,  '<8am.  Joonson." 

["  TO  MR.S.  Til  RALE.  I*t(cn, 

•'  Vrtb  March,  I773.       vol.  1. 

"  Did  not  I  tell  you  that  I  bad  written  to  Doswcll  ?  he  ba«  P*  **" 
aosvered  my  letter  '. 

**  I  am  going  this  evening  to  put  young  Otway  to  school 
with  Air.  ElphinHtun. 

"  C ■  i«  so  distressed  with  abuse  about  hi»  play,  llial  he 

ku  solicited  (loldsmith  to  late  him  off"  the  rack  of  the  netst- 

"M— 


\ 


-*  is  preparing  a  whole  pamphlet  aftainst  G- 


nd  G is,  I  suppose,  collecting  materials  to  confute  M— — , 

**  Jennens*  haa  publii^bed  Hamlet,  but  without  a  prefuee^  and 
S  *  declares  hia  intention  of  letting  him  poju  the  reftt  of  hU 
life  io  peace.     Uere  x*  news," 

On  Saturday,  April  3,  the  day  after  my  arrival  in 
London  this  year,  I  went  to  his  boxise  late  in  the 
ercaing,  and  sat  with  Mrs.  Williams  till  lie  came 
home.  I  found  in  tlie  London  Chronicle,  Ur.  Gold- 
smith^if  ajwlof^y  to  the  pnhlick  for  beating  Evans,  a 
boolcscUer,  on  account  of  a  paragraph"  in  a  news- 
patper  published  by  him,  which  Goldsmith  thought 
impertinent  to  him  and  to  a  laiiy  of  his  acquaintance. 
Tbc  apology  was  written  po  much  in  Dr.  Jolmson's 
uanner,  that  both  Mrs.  Williams  and  I  supposed  it 
lo  be  bis;  but  when  he  came  home,  be  soon  unde- 


*  [  fiul  luN  not  puUished  ha  kniiwcr. — Ed.] 

*  Ifticbaid  CumbrrUnd.  Ttip  plar  in  qitntion  wu  iTtcOiuliric  Mui,  which 
feiAarradk  psbluJted  witb  &"I>cdica(ion  toDetnctiotu"  lie  wm  rcty  lenkU 
aw  t*  ■■tfh  ALiacka,  m  8timi)an  iiu)ri.-  llmu  hJnu  b  the  diimurlct  of  l^ir  Fretful 
fligiiij,  whidt  wu  {ntcmlMl  <br  him — En.) 

*  Tb»e  Inlial*,  no  duubl,  mean  Mklde  uid  Gurick,  {htx  Garrick'a  letter  to 
lawjl.  «M<,  mil  23(1  On.  1 773) :  iho  qiiaTTC)  wu  mo  the  initijed  nf  tlie  "  SiCge 
tf  BlMmrL"     Sec  Mtckle'o  Life  In  A'fdtrton't  BriiUh  Foett—Kti.  ] 

*  iHMmc  Jenfns — Go.] 

S  IQwy  Siferem — Eu.) 

*  TIm  afltam  itiven  wu  ■  lanff  abuaiTc  letter  in  the  I>andnn  Puekcl.  A 
f  liiiilii  kcrount  of  thw  tmwacuun,  «ni]  noldunith**  Vimlifstinn  (for  kuch  i| 
•m»  nUKf  ihao  ma  ApolDav)>  niaj  be  found  iti  the  ucw  Life  of  t^wt  poet,  pre- 
iui  taUi  3IiscclUn«ous  Worlus  in  4  rols.  (Ira  ])p.  10fi_lOI). — Malov^. 
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ceived  us.  \VIien  lie  said  to  Mrs.  Williams,  "Well. 
Dr.  Goklsniitli's  manifesto  has  got  into  your  paper;" 
I  asked  Uiin  if  Dr.  Goldsmith  had  \mtteii  it,  with  an 
air  that  made  him  see  I  suspected  it  \vas  his,  though 
Bubscribfd  by  Goldsmith.  JonxsoN.  "  Sir,  Dr. 
Goldsmith  would  no  more  have  asked  ine  to  write 
such  a  thing  as  that  for  him,  than  he  would  have 
asked  me  to  feed  him  with  a  spoon,  or  to  do  anyd 
thing  else  tliat  denoted  his  inilMrility.  I  as  much 
believe  that  he  wrote  it»  as  if  1  had  seen  him  do  it. 
Sir,  liad  he  shown  it  to  any  one  friend,  he  would  notl 
have  been  allowed  to  publish  it.  He  has,  indeed, 
done  it  very  well ;  but  it  is  a  foolish  thing  well  done. 
I  suppose  be  has  been  so  much  elated  with  the  sue* 
cess  of  his  new  eomedy,  that  he  has  thought  every 
thing  that  concerned  him  must  be  of  ifnportance  to 
the  publick."  Boswr.i.i,.  **  I  fancy,  sir,  this  is  the 
first  time  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  such  an  ad-  ^ 
venture."  .Johnson.  **  Why,  sir,  I  believe  it  is^ 
the  first  lime  he  has  beat ' ;  he  may  have  been  beaten 
before.     This,  sir,  is  a  new  plume  to  him." 

1  mentioneil  Sir  John  Dalrymplc's  "  Memoirs 
Great  Britain  and  Irehmd,"  and  his  discoveries  to 
the  prejudice  of  Lord  Russell  and  Algernon  Sydney. 
Johnson.   '*  Why,   sir,  every  body  who  had  just 
notions  of  government  tlioiight  them  rascals  before. 
It  is  well  that  all  mankind  now  see  them  to  be  rasciUs.* 
Boswr.LL.  "  But,  sir,  may  not  those  discoveries  be, 
true  without  their  being  rascals?"  JoHNSoN.  *'  Con- 
sider, sir,  would  uny  of  them  have  been  willing  to 
have  had  it  known  that  they  intrigued  with  France?] 
Depend  upon  it,  sir,  he  who  does  what  he  is  afraid 
should  be  known,  has  something  rotten  about  him* 


■  [Sir.  Ctuliuen,  (n  ibe  article  Qoldtmith^  in  the  B\og.  DM.,  ttatea,  on  the 
■Mtmirity  nf  I::r&ns  iliat  /w  )  ml  bt«tcn  4tt)l(itniidi.  ur.d  noi  (ioMuniih  hfau  ;  bul 
•uKly,  in  tiich  a  cue,  l>ic  luihoiity  of  Kv&iit  wmild  br  •us{)i(-iaui>.  rrai  if  it 
M«t)  nut  o|>[)UM(l  to  die  whole  cuncnt  of  mtetupvnry  evid<.nc«.— Ku.] 
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Dalninple  seems  to  be  an  honest  fellow ;  for 
he  idls  equally  what  makes  a^iiist  both  sides.  But 
nothing  can  I>e  poorer  than  his  mode  of  writing,  it  is 
the  mere  bouncing  of  a  sehoolboy :  Great  He' !  but 
greater  She !  and  such  stufll?' 

I  mmld  not  agri't;  with  him  in  this  criticism;  for 
though  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  style  is  not  regularly 
fiirmed  in  any  respect,  and  one  cannot  help  smiling 
fiometiines  at  his  aftected  ffrmid'tlwfHencey  there  is  in 
his  wTiting  a  pointed  vivacity,  and  much  of  a  gen- 
tlemanly sj)irit. 

At  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  evening,  he  repeated  his 
UKunI  paradoxical  declamation  against  action  in  pub- 
hck  speaking.  "  Action  can  have  no  effect  upon 
reasonable  minds.  It  may  augment  noise,  but  it 
never  can  enforce  argument.  If  you  speak  to  a  dog, 
you  use  action ;  you  hold  up  your  hand  thus,  because 
he  is  a  brute ;  and  in  proportion  as  men  are  removed 
frotn  brutes,  action  will  have  the  less  influence  ui>on 
them."  Mrs.  Thrale.  "  What  then,  sir,  becomes 
of  Demosthenes's  saying?  *  Action,  action,  action  !"* 
JoHXSON*.  "  Demosthenes,  madam,  spoke  to  an  as- 
sembly of  brutes ;  to  a  barbarous  jieople." 

I  thought  it  extraordinarj',  that  he  should  deny 
the  jKiwer  of  rhetorical  action  iipon  liuman  nature, 
when  it  is  proved  by  innumerable  facts  in  all  stages 
of  flocicty.  Reasonable  beings  are  not  solely  reason- 
able. They  have  fancies  which  may  be  pleased, 
paasions  which  may  be  roused. 

Lord  Chesterfield  being  mentioned,  Johnson  re- 
marke^l.  that  almost  all  of  that  celebrated  nobleman's 
witty  sayings  were  puns.  He,  however,  allowed  the 
merit  of  g*Kid  wit  to  his  lordship's  saying  of  Lord 
Tjtawley  and  himself,  when  both  ver>'  old  and  iu- 

*  A  bambwiic  «It  of  OMbim'a  m  B<n  Jwiwn  btRira  ihun;  ''Gbeat 
TBor  !"  which  juThap  )ib  rmnwaike  rtmemlKrcd— MaloxE. 
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firni:  "  Tyrawley  and  I  have  been  df ad  lhe«e  twd 
years;  but  we  don't  choose  to  have  it  known." 

He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended  edition 
of  "The  Spectator,"  with  notes;  two  volumes  of 
which  had  been  prepared  by  a  gentleman  eminent  in 
the  literary  world '» and  the  materials  which  he  had 
collected  for  the  remainder  Iiad  been  transferred  to 
anotlicr  hand.  He  observed,  that  all  works  which 
describe  manners,  require  notes  in  sixty  or  seventy 
years,  or  less;  and  told  us,  he  had  comnmnicated  all 
he  knew  that  could  throw  light  u)>on  **  The  Specta- 
tor.** He  said,  "  Addison  had  made  his  Sir  Andrew 
Freeport  a  true  whig,  arguing  against  giving  charity 
to  lieggars,  and  throwing  out  other  such  ungra- 
cious sentiments';  but  that  he  had  thought  better, 
aud  made  amends  by  making  him  found  an  hospital 
for  decayed  fanners."  Fie  called  for  the  volume  of 
•*  The  SjMictator,"  in  which  that  account  is  contained, 
aud  read  it  aloud  to  us.  He  read  so  well,  that  every 
thing  acquired  additional  weight  and  grace  from  his 
utterance. 

The  conversation  having  turned  on  modem  imi- 
tations of  ancient  ballads,  and  some  one  having  praised 
their  simplicity,  he  treated  them  with  that  ridicule 
which  he  always  ili.splayed  wheu  that  sid>ject  was 
mentioned. 

He  disapproved  of  introducing  scripture  plirasea 
into  secular  discourse.  This  Bcemed  to  rne  a  question 
of  some  difficulty.  A  .'icriptnre  expre»;ion  may  be 
need,  like  a  highly  classical  phrase,  to  produce  an 
instantaneous  strong  impression ;  and  it  may  be  done 
without  being  at  all  improper.     Yet  I  own  there  is 

■  I  Mr.  C'ltalincn  (who,  hiroivir,  Iim  ably  pcrfonncd  ihii  la.tk)  iiifonna  luc, 
liial  the  fim  of  Ibcic  gcntlcuim  wh  Dr.  Percy,  und  (he  Kraod  I>r.  Johu 
CnldcT.  of  whom  yxate  Koount  wilt  be  foand,  Gtnt.  Muf.  v.  65.  |).  &(U^^£i>.] 

*  I  It  iitululily  wu  tbii  con*«-<Mion  whirh  nude  .Mn.  Pioni  think,  that  he 
hiul  umU  tboK  eipmriaoi  to  bif  *^  LiUe  of  Attdiion." 


— <El>.| 


See  hhU,  vol-  i.  p. 
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that  applying  the   langna^  of  our  sacred 
ordiiian-  subjects  rnay  t*nd  to  lessen  our 
Tvverence  for  it.     It'  therefore  it  be  introduced  at  all, 
it  should  be  with  very  ^eat  caution. 

On  Thtirsday.  April  8,  I  sat  a  good  part  of  the 
evening  with  him.  but  he  was  ver\'  silent.  He  said, 
•*  Btimet^s  *  Histor>*  of  his  own  Times*  is  very  enter- 
taiiuiig.  The  style,  indeed^  h  mere  chit-chat  I  do 
not  believe  that  Burnet  intentionally  lied ;  hut  he 
was  so  much  prejudiced,  that  he  took  no  pains  to 
find  out  the  truth.  He  was  like  a  man  who  resolves 
to  rv^late  his  tiirie  by  a  certain  watch  ;  but  will  not 
inquire  whether  the  watch  is  right  or  not." 

I'hou^h  he  was  not  disposed  to  talk,  he  was  nn- 
iviUiii^  that  I  should  leave  him ;  and  when  I  looked 
at  my  watch,  and  told  him  it  was  twelve  o'clock,  he 
cried,  "  Whnt  *s  that  to  you  and  me  ?"  and  ordered 
Frank  to  tell  Mrs.  \Villianis  that  we  were  coming  to 
dtink  tea  with  her,  which  we  did.  It  was  settled 
that  we  should  go  to  church  together  next  day. 

On  the  9lh  of  April,  being  fiood-Friday,  I  break- 
fiistcd  with  him  on  tea  and  cross-buns :  Doctor 
Leveit,  as  Frank  called  him,  making  the  tea.  He 
carried  me  with  him  to  tlie  church  of  St.  Clement 
DtoeSt  where  he  had  his  seat;  and  his  l>ehariour 
was,  as  I  had  imaged  to  myself,  solemnly  devout.  I 
never  shall  forget  the  trenuilous  earnestness  with 
which  he  pronounced  the  awful  [Ktition  in  the 
Litany  :  "  In  the  hour  of  death,  and  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  good  Lord  deliver  us." 

"Vke  went  to  church  both  in  the  morning  and 
evening.  In  the  interval  between  the  two  services 
we  did  not  dine :  but  he  rea<l  in  th«  Greek  New 
Testament,  and  I  turned  over  several  of  his  books. 

I In  Archbishop  Laud's  Diary,  I  found  the  following 

^^Kaage,  which  I  reail  to  Ur.  Johnson : 
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"  1623.  February  1,  Sunday.  I  stood  by  the 
most  illustrious  Prince  (>'harlc8',  at  dituier.  Ht-  was 
iliea  very  merry,  and  talked  occasionally  of  many 
things  with  his  attendants.  Among  other  things,  he  J 
said,  that  if  he  were  necessitated  to  take  any  particu- 
lar profession  of  life,  he  could  not  be  a  lawyer,  adding 
his  reasons :  '  I  cannot,*  Baith  he,  '  defend  a  bad,  nor 
yield  in  a  good  cause.'"  Johnson.  "Sir,  this  is  f 
false  reasoning;  because  every  cause  has  n  bad  side: 
and  a  lawyer  is  not  overcome,  though  the  cause  which 
he  has  endeavoured  to  support  be  determined  against 
him." 

I  told  him  that  Goldsmith  liad  said  to  me  a  few 
days  before,  "  As  I  talte  my  shoes  from  the  shoe- 
maker, and  my  coat  from  the  tailor,  so  I  take  my 
religioti  from  the  priest."  I  regretted  this  loose  way 
of  talking.  Johnson.  "Sir,  he  knows  nothing;  he 
has  made  up  his  mind  about  notliing." 

To  my  great  surprise  he  a.skcd  me  to  dine  with 
liim  on  Kaster-J)ay.  1  never  supposed  that  he  had 
a  dinner  at  his  house :  for  I  had  not  then  heard  of 
any  one  of  his  friends  having  been  enteitained  at  his 
table.  He  told  me, "  I  have  generally  a  meat  pie 
on  Sunday :  it  is  hake<l  at  a  public  oven,  wliieh  is 
very  properly  allowed,  because  one  man  can  attend 
it ;  and  thus  the  odvautage  is  obtjiined  of  not  keeping 
servants  from  church  to  dress  dinners." 

April  11,  l>eing  Easter-Sunday,  after  having  at- 
tended divine  service  at  St.  Paul's,  I  re(iaired  to  Dr. 
Johnson's.  I  had  gratified  my  curiosity  ranch  ia 
dining  with  Jean  Jauues  Rousseau,  while  he  lived 
in  the  wilds  of  Neufchatel :  I  had  as  great  a  curiosity 
to  dine  with  Dr.  Samuei,  Johnson,  in  the  dusky 
recess  of  a  court  in  Fleet-street.  I  supposed 
should  scarcely  have  knives  and  forks,  and  only 

'  Aftmrunb  riwrk*  I. — Bo»wKi.i.. 
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strange,  uncouth,  ill-drcst  dish :  hut  I  found  every 
ttiiu^  in  very  jfciml  onlcr.  We  had  ijo  other  company 
liut  Mrs.  Williams  and  a  young  woman  whom  I  did 
not  know.  As  a  dinner  here  was  considered  as  a 
singular  phenomenon,  and  as  I  wa;t  fre(|uently  inter- 
rogated on  the  suhjecl,  my  readers  may  perhaps  be 
desirous  to  know  our  bill  of  fare.  Foote,  I  remem- 
ber, in  allusion  to  Francis,  the  negro,  was  willing  to 
suppose  that  our  rej)ast  was  h/ar/i  hrotk.  Htit  the 
fact  was  that  we  had  a  very  gotxl  soup,  a  boiled  1^ 
of  lamb  and  spinach,  a  veal  pic',  and  a  rice  pudding. 

CK  Hr.  John  (.'ainpbell,  the  authour,  lie  said,*'  He 
is  a  %er)'  inquisitive  aud  a  very  able  man,  and  a  man 
of  gr<^  religious  principles,  though  I  am  afraid  he 
has  been  deficient  in  practice.  Campbell  is  radically 
right ;  and  we  may  hope,  that  in  time  there  will  be 
good  practice"." 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkeswoith  was  one 
of  hiK  imitators  but  he  did  not  think  (ioldsniith^  was. 
Goldsmith,  he  said,  had  great  merit.  Boswhll. 
**  But,  sir,  he  is  much  indebted  to  you  for  his  getting 
Aohigh  in  thepuhlickesiiniation."  Johnson.  "WTiy, 
lir,  he  has  i>erhaps  got  sooner  to  it  by  bis  intimacy 
with  ine." 

Goldsmith,  though  his  vanity  often  excited  him  to 
oocaKional  competition,  had  a  verj'  high  regard  for 
JiAnson,  which  he  had  at  this  time  expressed  in  the 
strongest  maimer  in  the  Dedication  of  his  comedy, 
entitled  ••  She  Stoops  to  Conquer*." 

*  I  Mr.  BotvcU  doM  doi  uy  whether  *Jif  pie  \\tA  the  extnordlnary  kdiUUon 
«f  **  plvmsand  sagv,"  whidi.  iMra,  V\nfr\  \A\t  us  vera  ingmlimU  in  Dr. 
J<howo**  veal  pin.     S«c  ante,  vol.  L  p.  482 — Eu.) 

*  prUi  pni«e  of  Oi.  Pjunpbisll'B  \vtly  ia  ma  rooomle  u  lo  vxdte  »  (Ioub< 
vfarthcT  he  w  the  pcnon  mnnt  in  p.  ll(>  :  pcrli«p»  tin?  w<wdi  "  rrgnlarity  * 
mA  **  ruttmu"  in  uwt  piuitgc  &»  not  to  be  uJt«n  in  »  bcuh  cxclHtlrdjr  le- 

>  (8m  mmte^  tuL  L  p.  420—1^11.] 

«  *■  By  lomibltii;  tmi  «l^hi  pcrlomutnoc  ta  you,  I  do  not  mean  to  macfa  to 
ewppUmwn  TMI  u  otyKir.     Ii  may  ila  tnc  some  honuui  to  Infortu  the  publiek. 
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that  I  hare  Uvod  many  yx»n  in  intimacy  with  fou.  Il  ntay  ktvc  the  inimsts 
of  iMnkiad  alM>  id  biforin  Uimi,  ihal  ttw  firaituit  wit  nujr  be  found  in  a  cha. 
Bcicf,  wlibooi  itnpainnfc  tl»c  iiiovl  nmUlvcicd  piety." — BoswcLU 
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Johnson  obsorved,  that  there  were  verj*  few  bookd 
printed  in  Sccjtland  l>efore  the  union.  He  had  seen 
a  complete  collection  of  them  in  the  possession  of  the 
Hon.  Archibald  Campbell,  a  nonjuring  bishop'.  I 
wish  this  collection  Iiad  been  kept  entire.  Many  of 
them  are  iu  the  library  of  the  faculty  of  advocates  at 
Edinburgh.  I  told  Dr.  Johnson  that  I  had  some 
intention  to  write  the  life  of  the  learned  and  worthy 
Thoma.s  Ruddiman*.  He  said,  **  I  should  lake  plea- 
sure in  helping'  you  to  do  honour  to  him.  But  his 
farewell  letter  to  the  faculty  of  advocates,  when  he 
resigned  the  oflico  of  their  librarian,  should  have  been 
in  Latin." 

I  put  a  question  to  him  upon  a  fact  iu  common 
life,  which  he  could  not  answer,  nor  have  I  found 
any  one  else  who  could.  What  is  the  reason  that 
women  servants,  though  obliged  to  be  at  the  expense 
of  purchasing  their  own  clothes,  have  much  lower 
wages  than  men  servants,  to  whom  a  great  propor- 
tion of  that  article  is  furnisliud,  and  when  in  fact  our 
female  house  servants  work  nmch  harder  than  the 
male  ^  ? 

He  told  me  that  he  had  twelve  or  fourteen  times 
attempted  to  keej)  a  journal  of  his  life,  hut  never 
could  [jersevere.  He  advised  me  to  do  it.  "  The 
great  thing  to  I>e  recorded,"  said  he,  **  is  the  state  of 
your  own  mind;  and  you  should  write  down  every  thing 
that  you  remember,  for  you  cannot  judge  at  first  what 
is  good  or  bad ;  and  write  immediately  while  the  im- 
pressiou  is  fresh,  fur  it  will  not  be  tlie  same  a  week 
afterwards." 

I  agiiin  solicited  him  to  communicate  to  me  the 
particulars  of  his  early  life.     He  said,  *'  You  shall 


■  Sec  nn  accminl  of  llik  leuuot  and  renpi-cUblc  gmUcrasn,  >nd  of  his  cuhou» 
wvfk  on  0»  AfidtUif  Statf,  pmU  3&th  Oct.  1773. — Boswell. 

■  1^  mae,  rol.  1.  p.  18? — ho.] 

»  Ttwc  M  a  greater  ».-mrty  wf  nn|]lofn)enM  for  men  lliui  fof  women :    Ibere- 
tm  Ihc  dnnRod  rmues  the  price— Kcaikxy. 
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them  all  for  twopence.  I  hope  you  shall  know 
a  ^eat  deal  more  of  me  before  you  write  my  life." 
He  lueulioned  to  roe  this  day  many  circujnstauces, 
wbiefa  1  wrote  dowu  when  I  went  home,  and  have 
intemoven  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative. 

[The  following  is  his  own  minute,  but  not  unin- 
teresting memorandum  of  this  day : 

"  April  11,  1773'     I  had  more  diifturbimce  in  the  night  than  Pnj^n 
hu  been  customary  for  some  weeks  past.     I  rose  before  nine  in  *■  -"'^ 
the  morning,  and  prayed  and  drank  tea.     I  came,  I  think,  to  ['ge. 
diurch  in  Uie  bepnninf^  of  the  prnyers.     ]  dii)  nut  distinctly 
hear  the  P»alnis,  and  found  that  I  had  been  reading  tlic  P^ihus 
for  Ooud   Friday.     I  went  tJirounh  tlie  Lituny,  after  a  short 
divtnrbance,  vrith  tolerable  attention. 

"  After  *cnnon,  I  pcruuxl  my  prayer  in  the  pew,  then  went 
tUfttvr  the  altar,  and  heiii^  intro<luced  into  another  pew,  used 
mj  prayer  again,  and  recommended  my  relatione,  with  Bathur«t 
and  ^Mi!*»3  Boothby.thcn  my  wife  again  by  herself.  Then  I  went 
nearer  the  altar,  and  read  the  collects  chosen  for  meditation.  I 
prayed  fur  Saliubury  ',  and,  I  thinks  the  Thrules.  I  then  com- 
amnicatcd  with  calmnp««,  u>ted  ihe  collect  for  Kn&ter  Day,  and 
returning  to  die  firiit  pew,  prayed  my  prayer  tliv  third  time. 
I  came  home  BRain ;  used  my  prayer  and  ihi*  Kaster  Collect- 
Then  went  into  the  study  to  Boswell,  and  read  tlic  Greek  Tes- 
tament- Then  dined,  and  when  Boswell  went  nway,  en<led  the 
four  6r8t  chapt^n  of  St  .M.itthew,  and  the  Beatitudes  of  the 
6fkh. 

•*  1  then  went  to  Evening  Prayers,  and  was  composeil. 

"  I  gave  the  pew-keeperB  each  live  shillings  and  Ujrtfpciice.''^ 

On  Tuesday,  April  13,  he  and  Ur.  Goldsmith  and 
I  dined  at  General  Oglethorpe's.  GoMsniith  expa- 
tiated on  the  common  topick,  that  the  rate  of  oxir 
people  was  dt^nerated,  and  that  this  was  owing  to 
luxuT)'.  Johnson.  "Sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  doubt 
the  fact  •.     I  believe  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in 

■  (Mn.  Satttbtu^,  Alia.  Tbnle'a  mother,  then  laafcntildng  wtdi  ui  ilhins, 
«f  vtiifli  kbc  died  ma.  few  wcckv^-Hii.] 

*  (Then  Mons  no  m»oti  whatever  to  briicve  ih«  fact :  old  caffini  and 
•U  annDNr  do  oM  dooMaic  a  taller  r«c«  of  m«o.  Pope  ulb  ui.  thai  Colley 
CXkIm  ebtaind  King  Ednrd's  nniimir  frrnii  iht-  Towct,  aod  won  it  in  a 
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England  now,  as  ever  there  were.     But,  secondly,' 
sup])osiiig  the  stature  of  our  people  to  be  diminished, 
that  is  not  owing  to  Uixury;  for,  sir,  consider  to  ho^v 
very  small  a  proportion  of  our  people  luxury  can 
reach.     Our  soldier>%  surely,  are  not  luxurious,  who 
live  on  sixiience  a  day  ;  and  the  same  remark  will 
apply  to  almost  all  the  other  classes.     Luxury,  so 
far  as  it  reaches  the  poor,  ivill  do  good  to  the  race  of 
people;  it  will  strengthen  and  multiply  them.     Sir, 
no  nation  was  ever  hurt  hy  luxury;  for,  as  I  said 
before,  it  can  reach  but  to  a  veiy  few.     I  admit  that 
the  great  increase  of  commerce   and  manufactures 
hurts  the  military  spirit  of  a  peopk*;  because  it  pro- 
duces a  competition  for  something  else  than  martial 
honours — a  competition  for  riches.     It  also  hurts  the 
bodies  of  the  people  ;  for  you  will  observe,  there  is  no 
man  who  works  at  any  particular  trade,  but  you  may 
know  him  from  his  ai)pcarance  to  do  so.     One  part 
or  the  other  of  his  Iwdy  being  more  used  than  the 
rest,  he  is  in  some  degree  deformed :  but,  sir,  that  is  M 
not  luxury.     A  tailor  sits  cross-legged ;  but  tlu»t  is 
not   luxury."     Goldsmith.    "Come,   you're  just 
going  to  the  came  place  by  another  road,"     John- 
son. "  Nav,  sir,  1  say  that  is  not  hixurt/.      Let  ua 
take  a  walk    from    C!haring-cross    to    Whitechapel, 
through,  I  suppose,  the  greatest  series  of  sliops  in 
the  world  :  what  is  there  in  any  of  these  shops  (if  you 
except  gin  shops)  that  can  do  any  human  being  any 
liarm  ?"     Goi.ixsmith.  "Well,  sir.  Til  accept  your 
challenge.     'J'he  very  next  shop  to  Northmnberland- 
house  is  a  pickle  shop."     JouN'soN.  "  Well,  sir :  do 
we  not  know  that  a  maid  can  in  one  afternoon  make 


tinstrical  prncnslon.  The  ilooni,  iriodon,  utA  cciUrgs  of  oU  Iwumi  w 
not  kiftfci  thtu)  thonC  of  nutderi)  dnyH.  Otfirr  aniiFnls,  Ion,  ninnor  hn*e  tlrge- 
nentcd  in  abe  by  ilw  liLr-iy  "f  wwn  ;  and  thcr  iwni,  by  si)  cvWcrw,  to  have 
Immr  in  nltl  t<ni«s  the  mtdc  proportion  to  the  huiiutn  Bguve  thai  ihey  now  hrnr. 
—El).] 
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pickles  sufficient  to  scn^e  a  whole  fainily  for  a  year  ? 
nay,  that  five  pickle  shops  can  serve  all  the  kingtloin  ? 
Besides,  sir,  there  is  no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the 
making  of  pickles,  or  the  eating  of  pickles/' 

We  drank  tea  with  the  ladies ;  and  Goldsmith  sung 
Toney  LumpkiifH  song  in  his  comedy,  "  Slie  Stoops  to 
Conquer,"  and  a  very  pretty  one,  to  an  Irish  tune  ', 
which  he  had  designed  for  Miss  Ilardcastle;  but  as 
Airs.  Bulkeley,  who  played  the  part,  could  not  sing,  it 
WIS  left  out.  lie  afterwards  wrote  it  down  for  me, 
by  which  means  it  was  preserved,  and  now  appears 
amongst  \uh  poems.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  way  home, 
stopped  at  my  lodgings  in  Piccadilly,  and  sat  with 
me,  drinking  tea  a  second  time,  till  a  late  hour. 

1  tohl  him  that  Mrs.  Macanlay  said,  she  wondered 
bow  he  could  reconcile  his  [xjlitical  |)rinciples  with 
his  moral :  his  notions  of  inequality  and  subordina- 
tion witli  wishing  well  to  the  happiness  of  all  man- 
kind, who  might  live  so  agreeably,  had  they  all  their 
portions  of  laud,  aud  none  to  domineer  over  another. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  I  reconcile  my  principles  very 
well,  because  mankind  are  happier  in  a  state  of  in- 
equality aud  subordination.  ^N'ere  they  to  be  in  this 
pretty  state  of  equality,  they  would  soon  degenerate 
iulo  brutes  ;  they  would  become  Monboddo's  nation; 
their  tails  would  grow.  Sir,  all  would  be  losers,  were 
all  to  work  for  all :  they  would  hare  no  intellectual 
improvement.  All  intellectual  improvement  arises 
(com  leisure ;  all  leisure  arises  from  one  working  for 
another.'" 

Talking  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  he  said,  "  It  should 
aeero  Uiat  the  family  at  present  ou  the  throne  has 

>  Tht  bacKNUt  of  BaBunagklfy— BoiwELL.  [Thb  ur  wm  noi  long  unu 
■«ind»DdnilaazuediiiA*otm>ui))tbytheljtieMt.JohMloaB,  in  «  fiuor  cmlted 
*-Tbe  Wtgt  of  WiDikor."  Air.  Moorv  hu  cnilwvourcd  to  bring  U  tuck  into 
tl  b  u  be  foand  in  the  nintli  nunibi-r  of  hb  Irinh  Melodiea, 
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now  established  as  good  a  right  as  the  former  family, 
by  the  long  coiiseut  of  the  people;  and  that  to  disturb 
this  right  might  be  considered  as  culpable.  At  the 
same  time  I  o\vn,  that  it  is  a  ver)'  difficult  question,  ■ 
when  considered  with  respect  to  the  house  of  Stuart.  ~ 
To  oblige  people  to  take  oaths  as  to  the  disputed 
right  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether  I  could  take 
them :  but  I  do  not  blame  those  who  do."  So  con- 
scientious and  so  delicate  wai*  he  upon  this  subject, 
which  has  ocrasioned  so  much  clamour  against  him. 

Talking  of  law  cases,  he  said,  "The  English  re- 
ports, in  general,  are  very  poor:  only  the  half  of  what 
has  been  said  is  taken  down  ;  and  of  that  half,  much 
is  mistaken.  \N'heroas,  in  Scotland,  the  aj^iments 
on  each  side  are  delilwratcly  put  in  writing,  to  be 
considered  by  the  court.  I  tliink  a  collection  of  yoiu: 
cases  upon  subjects  of  importauce,  with  tlie  opinions 
of  the  judges  upon  them,  would  be  valuable." 

On  Thursday,  Ajiril  15, 1  dined  with  him  and  Dr. 
Goldsmith  at  General  Faoli's.  We  found  liere  Signor 
Martinelli',  of  Florence,  authoiirof  a  History  ofKng- 
Jand  in  Italian,  printeil  at  Loudon. 

I  spoke  of  Allan  Ilamsay's  "  Gentle  Shepherd,"  in 
the  Scottish  dialect,  as  the  best  pastoral  that  had  ever 
been  written  ;  not  only  abounding  with  beautiful  rural 
imagery,  and  jnst  and  pleasiug  sentiments,  but  l>eing 

■  {Vlnccntto  MArtinclIi.  lie  iraa  an  ItaliAn,  livbit;  chiefly  aiiiang  our  oo- 
bililj-,  uMiiv  o(  <rhoTii  he  imtnirrnl  in  hb  nsdvr  idiani.  Hr  in  thr  kurlwr  of 
■cvvthI  mm-Ks  in  liitlian.  HU  Hbtoiy  ofEnjiluul,  in  wo  qnuto  roluiiiot,  n* 
mere  compilation  from  ItApin.  Tiro  vaJiintca  of  nianl  phUwuiph)-  uii  /^  t'Ua 
Clviltt  &C.  An  OCUvu  roliiFTii;  of  hi*  "  Ijcttere F*miliatr"  is  rniher  uiiusingc, 
fW  (lie  cnmpWcncy  of  the  writer  mpccling  his  own  imporuncc,  and  ihc  tMm- 
trro  of  bis  vbiit*  to  Tkrinus  noblcoien,  whcne  niutiex  miun|tle  h!«  |Ktge«.  llutiug 
pTc6zcd  his  ponxait  C»  liii  vnrkv,  Badini,  anmhrr  Itaiinii  9cnbt)k-r,  veil  kiiovn 
ill  his  lUy,  mottilicd  at  the  miccch*  of  bit  more  fa-hionable  riraU  published  a 
qiiano  pampliIcL,  entitled,  1  think,  "liu  Bil«nL*iii."  Ur  alM)  {iriMctilcd  the 
portrail  of  MartintUi  in  the  world,  in  a  riiiuiner  ihen  pcrhapn  no»el.  In  a  p»ir 
of  mln,  xhe  head  of  Mnrtinclli.  weighed  sfrainit  a  ftin^le  feather,  flies  into  the 
atr.  MartincUi  iliiidBiDMl  to  irpl^  in  ihi-M'<<mlilin<  nf  lin dcaperate  comp^iiot, 
and  to dni^tiaii?  MLm  low  rank,  «tid  »iih  an  Hlluition  lo  (he  well  known  grii-vinw 
of  iIk  Laiunml  vf  NapU-t,  caustiely  obw^vcd,  that  he  left  hi*  asMiluit  lo  he  Ua- 
menud  by  nuiiher  race  nf  ciitic:i — Lo  Imrio  a  i  rtipi/UorAi— D'IbiaCll] 
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a  real  picture  of  manners ;  and  I  offered  to  teacli  Or. 
Johnson  to  uuderstand  it.  *'  No,  sir,"  said  lie,  "  I 
won't  leam  it.  Vou  sliall  retain  your  superiority  by 
my  not  knowing  it." 

Tills  broiiglit  on  a  question  whether  one  }nan  is 
by  another's  ac(|uiring  an  equal  depree  of 
;e  with  liim.  Juhnson  asserted  tl»e  affinna- 
.thne^  I  maintained  that  tlie  position  might  hs  true 
in  tboee  kinds  of  knowledgt;  which  produce  wisdom, 
[wwer,  and  force,  so  na  to  enable  one  man  to  hnve 
liic  gxjvenimeiit  of  others ;  hut  that  a  man  is  not  in 
any  degree  lessened  by  others  knowing  as  well  as  he 
what  ends  in  mere  pleasure: — "eating  fine  fruits, 
drinking  delicious  wines,  reading  exquisite  pdetry." 

The  general  uhser\ed,  that  Martinelli  was  a  wliig. 
JoHNsox.  "I  am  sorry  for  it.  It  shows  the  spirit 
of  the  times ;  he  is  obliged  to  temporise.**  HosWKl.l,. 
*•  I  rather  think,  sir,  that  toryism  prevails  in  this 
reigti."  JoHNS(»N.  "I  know  not  why  yon  should 
think  »o,  sir.  You  sec  your  friend  Lord  LylteUon, 
a  nobleman,  is  obliged  in  his  history  to  write  the 
roost  vulgar  whiggism." 

An  animated  debute  took  place  whether  MartineHi 
should  continue  his  •'  History  of  Knglarid"  to  the 
fiRseut  day.  Goi-usiirni.  "  To  be  sure  he  should." 
Johnson".  **  No,  sir;  he  would  give  great  offence. 
He  would  have  to  tell  of  almost  all  the  living  great 
what  they  do  not  wish  told."  Goi.nsMiTH.  "It 
may,  perliafis,  l>e  necessary  for  a  native  to  be  more 
orations:  but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  witii- 
gnt  prejudice  iiiiiy  be  ctnisidered  as  bolditig  the  place 
of  a  judge»  and  may  speak  bis  mind  freely."  JOHN- 
M)X.  ^  Sir,  a  foreigner,  when  he  swids  a  work  from 
the  pressv  ought  to  be  on  bis  guard  against  catching 
the  errour  and  mistaken  eiitbiisiasiii  of  the  ]>eople 
unong  wliom  he   happens  to  l)e.'*     Goldsmith, 
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he  should  nrite  so  as  he  may  ^ive  hy  them,  not  fl 
s  he  iiiav  he  knocked  on  the  liead.     I  would  ad-  ™ 


"  8ir,  lie  wants  only  to  sell  his  history,  and  to  tell 
truth  ;  one  nn  honest,  the  other  n  laudahle  motive."  h 
Johnson.  *'Sir,  they  are  both  laudahle  motives,  m 
It  is  laudable  in  a  man  to  uish  to  live  by  hia  labours ; 
but 
80  as 

vise  him  to  he  at  Calais  before  he  puhlibhes  his 
liistory  of  the  present  a^.  A  foreigner  who  attaches  ■ 
himself  to  a  political  party  in  this  country,  is  in  the 
worst  state  that  can  be  imagined  :  he  is  looked  upon 
as  a  mere  intermeddler.  A  native  may  do  it  from 
interest."  Boswelk.  "Or principle."  Goldsmith,  ■ 
"There  are  people  who  tell  a  hundred  political  lies 
every  day,  and  are  not  hurt  by  it.  Surely,  then,  one 
may  tell  truth  with  safety."  JOHNsox.  "  Why,  sir, 
in  the  first  place,  he  who  tells  a  hundred  lies  has  dis- 
armed the  force  of  his  lies.  But  besides  ;  a  man  had 
rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  him,  than  one 
truth  which  he  does  not  wish  should  be  told.' 
Goldsmith.  "For  my  part,  I'd  tell  truth,  andi 
shame  the  devil.'*  Johxson.  "Vea,  sir;  hut  the 
devil  will  be  angry.  I  wish  to  shame  the  devil  as 
much  as  you  do,  but  I  should  choose  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  claws."  Goldsmith.  *'  His  claws  can 
do  you  no  harm,  when  you  have  the  shield  of  truth." 
It  having  Iwen  observed  that  tliere  was  little  ho- 
spitality iu  London :  Johnson.  "  Nay,  sir,  any  man 
xfho  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the  power  of  pleasing, 
will  be  very  (Generally  invited  in  London.  The  man, 
Sterne,  I  have  heeu  told,  has  had  engagements  for 
three  months,"  Goldsmith.  "And  a  very  dull 
fellow."     Johnson.  "Why,  no,  sir'."  | 

>  [Siemir,  M  \a»y  be  nippoMd,  wu  no  great  fnrouriir  niih  Tit.  JohiiMWij 
tuid  ■  Udy  once  vranncd  to  uk  him  how  he  liked  Vi>riclt'ii  fternions  :  "  I  kniiw 
nothinif  about  tfacm,  nadtm,**  vm  bia  r«|ily.  Hdi  tome  tiaiv  alictwAKb,  fOTt 
gMli'tjf  lihiiscif,  he  «e»errly  cctiMirciL  tlinu,  aaA  thi-  Uily  very  njitly  reUirteii,  '*!  | 
uodintovd  you  to  My,  Mr,  tliat  you  had  never  read  ihcm."  "  No,  madAin,  (  I 
A\A  ivmI  ibmi,  but  it  woa  in  a  siafte-coach.  I  ahmiM  never  hMe  deigned  crco 
to  look  at  tbcm  hwl  1  been  at  larfff."—VTiii.  ^frm.  20&~.Eu.] 
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Martlnelli  told  us,  tliat  for  several  years  he  lived 
murh  with  Charles  Townsheiul,  and  that  Re  ventured 
to  tell  him  he  was  a  bad  joker.  Johnsox.  *'  Why, 
nr,  thus  much  I  can  say  upon  the  subject.  One  day 
he  and  a  f&x  more  agreed  to  go  and  dine  in  the 
country,  and  each  of  them  was  to  briii^  a  friend  in 
his  carrta|J^  with  him.  C-harles  'I'ownsliend  »sked 
Fitzherljcrt  to  go  with  him,  but  told  him, 'You  must 
find  somebody  to  bring  you  Imck ;  I  can  only  oan*y 
you  there.'  P'itzhfrbtTt  did  not  nmeh  like  this 
irrangemeut.  He,  howe^^er,  consented,  obsening 
MTcastically,  '  It  will  do  ver)'  well ;  for  then  the 
tune  jokea  will  serve  you  in  retuniing  as  in  going.'** 

An  eminent  public  character'  being  mentioned: — 
iOHN'SON.  *'  1  remember  being  present  wIumi  he 
bfts'wed  himself  to  be  so  corrupted,  or  at  least  some- 
thing  so  different  from  what  I  think  right,  as  to 
maintain  that  a  member  of  parliament  should  go 
along  with  bis  party  right  or  wrong.  Now,  sir,  this  is 
«o  refnote  from  native  virtue,  from  schohistick  virtue, 
that  a  good  man  must  have  undergone  a  great  change 
before  he  i*an  reconcile  himself  to  such  a  doctrine- 
It  i^  maintaining  that  you  m!iy  lie  to  the  public ;  for 
yoo  He  when  you  call  that  right  which  you  think 

•  [tht  Edhov  oncw  lliought  imttv  oxiiuWntljr.  that  ihe  "  emiiicnt  p»Ui<  tAa- 
(4^r^    «M  Mr.    Vox,  and  ihc   nimd    of  Johntwriy  whg  Itail  became  too 


■«di  the  **erKu'*  of  the  I'lmiUT,  Mr.  Dorke ;  but  Ijonl  Wcllcnlej  wid  6tr 
Jmbm  Mackintosh,  whn  luve  he<n  m  kird  m  to  Turout  the  KditOT  wilh  iheir 
aincK  o»  (hi*  and  nttK-r  poinO.  think  that  Mr.  Hurkc  iititt  8ir  Jo»liiia  Krjnwiib 
•Bs  meant,  <loubtii:|f  whether  Mr.  Fox  was.  in  I77'l<  Mirtim-ntly  pimnincni  to 
b  4csimBled  at  ''an  i-nnnuni  (lulilir  chiuaetir,"  whom  Mr.  Rurki-  fwhmg 
^msdva  *aa  tfacn  oi  iu  maiuriry)  rould  be  Mid  10  ''echo."  Mr.  CbnlttKn, 
•a  At  whole,  (ifthtci  to  ihc  unic  opiriiin,  though  he  aj^ces  with  ih*-  Ediior, 
At>  ih*  djatafil  and  fovmal  ivannrr  in  whirh  thv  fminml  r/mrjictrr  n  »pokcn 
i^aad  the  alliKion  to  hb  Iwing  -*  ulrttiilxf  houghl,'^  (ihni  ia,  being  amndjr 
h  dBoB,)  iuil  Mr.  Fo<c  better  than  .Mr.  Burke.  AJL,  hovevcz.  attree  that  Ur. 
na  mc  of  ihv  pi-rvmi  mrunl  ;  hr  .-klnHj-K  nininiHitud  thr  (i{>in>nn  al- 
•Bk  (Me^tf*  16ih  August,  1773.)  and  o'lt*.  indeed,  \\\v  (imt  trixi.  in  his 
**  ^aBitbta  «n  the  Pn«tnt  t>t«cnnii'aiii,"(]p«i:ly  avowed  aiid  advocated  iha  piin- 
Clfk  «f  ■iIiiIbIiIi  adhnmor  10  political  rannexionn,  *'  putting,"  as  .Mr.  Prior 
t^m,  **  I*  ailnw  the  hitherto  common  rrprvach  applied  to  moM  public  cha- 
mtltntfUaogpfftiHr^f^'"  Lift  ^'liMrke, roli.p^-Jai.  **ThMtsai)insranoe,*^ 
•  St  Jmtitet  JHaeklnuwh  obacrvcs,  '^  whieh  prora  ihM  thr  Ia^  of  trlucidaung 
BtawtU  hai  dm  bean  undcRaiten  too  looa"— Cd-J 

r  2 


^— «TAT. 


wrong,  or  the  reverse.  A  friend  of  ours  who  is  too 
much  ail  echo  of  thai  gentleman,  observe<I,  that  a 
mon  who  does  not  stick  uuiformly  to  a  party,  is  only 
waiting  to  be  bought.  Why,  then,  said  T,  he  is  only 
waiting  to  be  wliat  that  gentleman  is  already," 

We  talked  of  the  king's  coining  to  see  Goldsmith's 
new  play'. — "I  wish  he  would,"  said  GoUIsniith ; 
addiug,  however,  with  an  affected  indifference,  *'  Not 
that  it  would  do  me  the  least  good."  JoiiNsux. 
*'  AVell,  theu,  sir,  let  us  say  it  would  do  him  good 
(laughing).  No,  sir.  this  affectation  will  not  pass; —  i 
it  is  mighty  idle.  In  such  a  state  as  ours,  who  would  H 
not  wish  to  plea.se  the  chief  magistrate  ?"  Goi.i»-  ^ 
saiiTH.  "  I  do  wislt  to  pU-ast*  him.  I  reniemlH?r  a 
line  iu  Drjden, 

'And  every  poet  U  the  monfttdt**  (ricDd.* 

It  ought  to  be  reversed."    JonxsoN.  "Nay,  thcrej 
are  finer  lines  in  Dryden  on  this  subject: 

'  Far  nAe^H  on  koiinteom  ling>  d^peod. 
And  anrr  rebel  vu  to  un  n  Incod.*  ** 

(Jeneral  Paoli  observed,  that  successful  rebels  might. 
MAKTiNEi.r.i.  "Happy  rebellions."  Goi.nsMirn. 
"We  have  no  such  phrase."  Gf.N'ERal  Paoi.i. 
"  But  have  you  not  the  //fittff?"  Golpsmith.  *'  Yes,) 
all  our  hfippf/  revolutions.  They  have  hurt  our  con-| 
stitution,  and  will  hurt  it,  till  we  mend  it  by  aimthcr 
iiAPPY  RETOi.rTios."  I  never  before  discovered 
that  my  friend  Goldsmith  had  so  much  of  the  old 
prejudice  iu  him.  fl 

General  Paoli,  talking  of  Goldsmith's  new  play,said,^l 
"  llajhit  Nil  f'o//ij)/imenf  fri'^ffracicffjr  a  uue  certaine  i 
ff-ram/e  dame  ,•"  meaning  a  duchess  of  the  first  rank  -.  H 

'  I"  She  Scoop*  to  Cnntiun"  vu  pUjcd  on  MondaT.  ISih  Slwch  — I'n.| 
■  ITbc  bdy,  no  doubt,  wu  the  DuchtM  of  (SimbrTUod.  whow  morrijtice 
nudeapVKt  tMbCkbout  ihUlJror.  'nir"n/>ri/>/i>nfii/"hMc«c«pnlthc  Et1it»r*» 
AtwcvftHoOi  unleM  )i  be  flastfngi'a  fpecch  to  Mb*  Neville,  in  ihc  second  art, 
'  vhcn  he  ptopowt  to  bcr  to  Dy  "  M  FntniY,  where,  even  MiiODff  >)»««,  th<  hw 
fifuurriagr.  urr  rriyerW."— Ed.] 
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I  expreoed  a  douU  whether  Gokbmith  iDtendnl 
it,  ill  order  that  I  mii^ht  bear  the  truth  from  himself. 
\U  |>erhsi»9,  was  uot  quite  fair  to  endeaTour  to  bring- 
hiiD  to  a  confession,  as  he  might  not  wish  to  avow 
pontively  his  taking  part  against  the  court.  He 
■nied  and  hesitated,  'llie  general  at  once  relieved 
Um  by  thi»  beautiful  imaj^  :  **  Motutienr  Goldsmith 
fat  eomme  ta  mer.  qni  jctte  di'4  periet  et  beatieoHp 
^amtrtJt  MUa  chosea^  juxma  a'em  apperreroir.^  GoLD- 
iKITTt.   "  Tr^s  hien  dtf,  et  trtj  cl^fftrmBtemi.'^ 

A  person  was  mentioned,  who  it  was  said  rotild 
ttke  down  in  short-hand  the  speeches  in  parliament 
with  perfect  exactness.  JoHSSON*.  **  Sir,  it  is  im- 
pawUble.  I  remember  one  Angel,  who  came  to  me 
to  write  for  him  a  preface  or  dedication  to  a  book 
ipon  shoTt'hand,  and  he  professed  to  write  as  fast  as 
a  man  could  speak.  In  order  to  try  him,  I  took 
4own  a  book,  and  read  white  he  wTote;  and  I  fa- 
voured him,  for  1  read  more  deliberately  than  usual. 
I  had  proceeded  but  a  very  little  way,  when  he  )>e(^d 
1  would  desist,  for  he  could  not  follow  me."  Hear- 
ing; now-  for  the  first  time  of  this  preface  or  defllention, 
I  said,  "  AV'hat  an  expense,  sir,  do  you  put  us  to  in 
fanying  Iwoks,  to  which  you  have  written  prefaces  or 
Mirations."  JoilSSOV.  "Why  1  have  dediratfd 
to  the  royal  family  all  rotind  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
bit  generation  of  the  royal  family."  Gdi.dssiith. 
"  Acd  perhaps,  sir,  not  one  sentence  of  wit  in  a  whole 
dedication."  JoHMSON.  **  Perhaps  not,  sir."  Bos- 
WEH..  "  Wliat  then  is  the  reason  for  applying  to  a 
{articular  person  to  do  that  which  any  one  may  do 
u  well?"  JoHXsoK.  "Why,  sir,  one  man  has 
greater  readiness  at  doing  it  than  another." 

I  spoke  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  Salisbury,  as  being  a  very 
lamed  man,  and  in  particular  an  eminent  Grwian. 
iOHNsoN.   "  1  am  not  eitfe  of  that.     His  friends 
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gire  him  out  as  such,  but  I  knov  not  who  of  his 
friends  are  able  to  judge  of  it."  Goliwmith.  *'  He 
is  what  U  much  better :  he  is  a  worthy,  buinaue  man." 
JoHS&UK.  ^'  Nay»  sir,  that  b  not  to  tbe  purpose  of 
our  argtuncnt :  that  will  as  much  prove  that  he  can 
plav  u[>oii  the  fiddle  as  well  as  Ciiardini.  as  that  he  is 
an  eminent  preciau."  Goldsmith.  **The  greatest 
mtuical  performers  bare  but  Fmall  emoluments. 
Gianlini,  I  am  told,  does  not  get  above  seven  hundred 
a  ytar."  JoHNsox.  "  That  is  indeed  b\it  little  for 
a  man  to  get,  who  doe«  best  that  which  so  many  en- 
deavour to  do.  There  is  nothing,  I  think,  in  which, 
the  power  of  art  h  kIiowo  so  much  as  in  playing  on 
the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we  can  do  something 
at  first.  Any  man  will  furgc  a  bar  of  iron,  if  you 
give  him  a  hammer;  not  so  ivell  as  a  smith,  but  to-^f 
lerably.  A  man  will  niw  a  piecx*  of  wood,  and  make 
a  box,  though  a  clumsy  one;  but  give  him  a  6ddle 

I'lwEi,    luid  a  fiddle-Ktick,  and  he  can  do  notliing."    [  I  o  Airs. 

'*'  PioKKi  he  ob8er\'od  of  Mr.  Harris's  dedication  to  his 
Hermes,  that,  though  hut  fourteen  lines  long,  there 
were  six  gnimmatlt-al  faults  in  it.] 

On  Monday,  Ajiril  19.  he  called  on  me  with  Mrs. 
Williams,  in  Mr.  Strahan*s  coach,  and  carried  me  out 
to  dine  with  Mr.  KlphinKton,  at  his  academy  at  Ken- 
sington. A  ])riuter  liaving  ac(|uired  a  fortune  suf- 
ficient to  Ifeep  his  coach,  was  a  good  topick  for  tlie 
criilit  of  literature.  Mrs.  Williams  said,  that  auotherfl 
I»rinter,  Mr.  Hamilton  ',  had  not  waited  so  long  as 
Mr.  Strahan,  hut  hml  kept  his  coach  several  years 
Ro<mer.  Johnson.  '•  He  was  in  the  right.  Life  is 
short.  The  sooner  that  a  man  begins  to  enjoy  his 
wealth,  the  better."  M 

Mr.   KIphinston   talked  of  a  new  book  that  was™ 


|Th«  UiniiliooR  »e»  rc«ptcublr  bookMillcn  Tor  three  gnKnU'oitv — Ed.} 
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mucli  admired,  and  asked  Dr.  Juhnson  if  he  liad  read 
it-  Johnson.  "Ihavc  looked  into  it."  "  Wlmt," 
said  Eljiliiustoii,  'Miave  you  not  read  it  tliruugh?" 
Jolinson,  ofiWiided  at  being  tbus  )ires5«d>  and  so 
obliged  to  ovra  Ins  cursory  mode  of  reading,  answered 
tartly,  "  No,  sir ;  do  you  read  books  f/trouff/i  ?" 

He  tbis  day  a^aiii  defended  duelling,  and  put  his 
a^unient  upon  what  I  have  ever  thought  the  most 
striid  ba.<:is;  that  if  publick  war  be  allowed  to  be  con- 
ttstent  with  morality,  private  war  must  be  e(|ually 
so.  Indeed  we  may  observe  what  strained  arguments 
ue  U8e<l  to  reconcile  war  with  the  Christian  religion. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  exceedingly  dear  that  dneU 
Uiig  hanng  better  reasons  for  its  barbarous  violence, 
ic  more  justitialile  than  war  in  which  thouftands  go 
forth  without  any  cause  of  jierMinal  quarrel,  and  mas- 
sacre each  other. 

On  Wednesday,  April  21,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Thrale'K.  A  gentleman  attacked  tiarriek  for 
being  vain.  Johnson.  "No  wonder,  sir,  that  he  is 
vain ;  a  man  wlio  is  perpetually  flattered  in  every 
mcMJe  that  can  l>e  conceivetl.  So  many  bellows  have 
blown  the  fire,  that  one  wonders  he  is  not  by  this 
time  become  a  cinder."  Boswell.  "And  such 
bellow;,  too !  Lord  Mansfield  with  his  cheeks  like  to 
burst :  Lord  Chatham  like  an  .'Eolus'.  I  have  read 
such  imtes  from  them  to  him,  as  were  enough  to  turn 
his  head."  Johnson.  "True.  When  he  whom  every 
body  else  flatters,  flatters  me,  I  then  am  truly  happy." 
Mus.  Thham:.  "The  sentiment  is  in  Coiigreve,  I 
think."  Johnson.  "  Ves,  madam,  iu  '  The  Way  of 
the  AVorld  :' 

'  If  tlirre  '■  ilei;((hi  in  love,  'tis  wbcn  I  tee 
That  hran  irhirh  oihcn  bl»cd  (inr,  bleed  for  tDC* 


*  [Laid  Chsthiip  wldKBtMTd  to  him  ihooe  very  pretty  line*,  beginning. 
•*  Leave,  Gariick,  I«ive  the  luiiliwspe,  pmudly  giy ; 
Dttck,  fort»,  and  naTi»  biighi'rbig  nil  die  b«y."— Ed.\ 
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No,  sir,  I  sliouUl  not  bt-  sur])rise<l  thoiifjii  Oarrick 
I'hciiiied  tlie  ocvan  and  lashed  the  winds."  Boswkll. 
•*  SbouUt  it  not  be,  sir,  lashed  the  ocean  and  chained 
tlie  winds?"  JoHNSON.  "No,  sir;  recollect  Uie 
original : 

^  (n  Cornm  alquc  Enmin  Mililiis  m-vlrc  flagcOU 
BkriHTut.  ^olio  nunqiiani  hoc  In  careen  pHM>, 
Ipaum  corijicdibuH  t^u!  vLcxerat  EuMMigaunu*  ** 

'riiis  does  very  well,  when  both  the  winds  and  the 
sea  are  personified,  and  mentioned  by  their  mytholo- 
gical names,  as  in  Juvenal ;  but  when  they  are  men- 
tioned in  plain  language,  the  application  of  the  epi- 
thets suggested  by  me  is  the  most  obvious;  and  ac- 
cordingly my  friend  him»>elf,  in  his  imitation  of  the 
passage  which  describes  Xerxes,  has 

**  Th«  wuret  he  hahea,  tnd  enchidiii  the  wtm)  ■." 

The  modes  of  living  in  different  countries,  and  the 
various  views  with  which  men  travel  in  quest  of  new 
bcenes,  having  been  talked  of,  a  learned  gentleman 
who  holds  a  considerable  office  in  the  law  expatiated 
on  the  happiness  of  a  savage  life,  and  mentioned  an 
instance  of  an  olHcer  who  bad  actually  lived  for  some 
time  in  the  wilds  of  America,  of  wlioni,  when  in  that 
sUite,  he  quoted  this  reflection  with  an  air  of  admi- 
ration, a,s  if  it  had  been  deeply  philosophical :  "  Here 
am  I,  free  and  unreslrained,  amidst  tiie  rude  mag- 
nificence of  Nature,  with  this  Indian  woman  by  my 
side,  and  this  giui,  with  which  I  can  procure  food 
when  1  want  it :  what  more  can  be  desired  for  human 
happiuess  ?"  It  did  not  require  much  sagacity  to 
foresee  that  such  a  sentiment  would  not  be  permitted 
to  i>as8  without  due  animadversion.  Johnson.  "Do 
not  allow  yourself,  sir.  to  be  inqwsed  upon  by  such 

'  So  abo  Duller,  Uodilwas,  P.  1 1,  c  L  v.  845. 

"  A  Pcniiui  fnipcnir  trfiijil  tiih  gruiCBni. 
Tlw  «■«,  his  luotbcr  Venus  tJiiit  un."-~!llALOKC. 
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f^s&  sbsurdity.  It  is  sad  stulT;  it  is  brntish.  If  a 
fnill  could  speak,  he  might  as  well  exclaim — Here 
am  1  wilh  tin's  cow  and  this  grass;  what  being  can 
enjoy  greater  felicity  ?** 

We  talked  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gentleman ' 
who  had  destroyed  hiniKelf.  Johnson.  "  it  was 
owing  to  imaginary  difhculties  in  his  affairs,  whichi 
had  he  talked  of  with  any  friend,  would  soon  have 
Taiiished."  IJoswKi.i..  **Vo  you  think,  sir,  that  all 
who  commit  suicide  are  mad?"  JoHNsoN.  *'Sir, 
they  arc  often  not  uuiversaliy  disordered  in  their  in- 
tellects, but  one  passion  ])re8ses  so  upon  them,  that 
tfaey  yield  to  it,  and  commit  suicide,  as  a  passionate 
man  will  stab  another."  He  addetl,  "  I  have  often 
thought,  that  after  a  man  has  taken  the  resolution  to 
kill  biniselfr  it  is  not  courage  in  him  to  do  any  thing, 
however  desperate,  because  he  has  nothing  to  fear." 
lioi.DSMlTll.  '*  I  don't  see  that."  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
bat,  my  dear  sir,  why  stiould  you  not  see  what  every 
one  else  sees?"  Goldsmith.  "  It  is  for  fear  of 
mmething  that  he  has  resolved  to  kill  himself:  and 
»riil  not  tliat  timid  disposition  restrain  him?"  John- 
son. "  It  does  not  signify  that  the  fear  of  something 
made  hiiii  resolve ;  it  is  u|K>n  the  state  of  bis  mind 
■fter  the  resolution  is  taken  that  I  argue.  Supjwse 
a  man  either  froui  fear,  or  |>ride,  or  conscience,  or 
whatever  motive,  has  resolved  to  kill  himself;  when 
OQce  the  resolution  is  taken,  he  has  nothing  to  fear. 
He  may  Uieu  go  and  take  the  King  of  Pmssia  by  the 
iiMK%  at  the  head  uf  his  army.  He  cannot  fear  the 
rack,  who  is  resolved  to  kill  himself.  AVheu  Eustace 
Budgell  was  walking  down  to  the  Thames,  determined 
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<  fSb  John  Hawkins  <«T«o,  liowever,  wn  not  wcU  iIbi|Kn«l  towaris  Mr. 
ttyvt)  aflVxd^  *ome  (ttuuntl  for  sii<pcclin)t  (hat  hf  (who  brd  died  In  St'ptember, 
ITIiJ  «'*»i1k  pcTMiQ  alluiitil  to.  (Mv,  however,  .MaIimid'*  LifiofOfj/tieit,  p.  ttS, 
•ten  mipM  reaiotu  (thonglt  Uivy  iuvc  iiix  -lutu:  ntf^vintrnl  the  C«litvr)  for 
^vMay  thai  Ur.  Pyct  rouUl  be  iW  (vtMJit  lierc  tucani.— l^l>.  | 
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to  drou'H  himself ',  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  ^vithout 
any  apprehension  of  danger,  have  turned  aside,  and 
first  «et  fire  to  St.  James's  palate." 

On  Tuesday,  April  27,  Mr.  Beauderk  and  I  called 
on  him  in  the  morning.  As  we  walked  up  Johnson's- 
court,  I  said,  "  I  have  n  veneration  for  this  court ;" 
and  was  glad  tu  find  that  Keauderk  had  the  same 
reverential  enthusiasm.  We  found  liini  alone.  We 
talked  of  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart's  elegant  and  plausible 
letters  to  Lord  ftlansfidd  ;  a  copy  of  whieh  had 
been  sent  by  the  authour  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Johxsox. 
"  They  have  not  answered  the  end.  Tiiey  have  uot 
been  talked  of;  I  have  never  heard  of  them.  This 
is  owing  to  their  not  being  sold.  People  seldom  read 
a  book  which  is  given  to  them ;  and  few  are  given. 
The  way  to  spread  a  work  is  to  sell  it  at  a  low  price. 
No  mau  will  send  to  buy  a  thing  that  costs  even  six- 
pence, without  an  intention  to  read  it."  Boswell. 
**  May  it  not  be  doubled,  sir,  whether  it  he  proper  to 
publish  letters,  arraigning  the  ultimate  decision  of 
an  important  cause  by  the  supreme  judicature  of  the 
nation  ?"  Jomnsox.  "  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was 
wrong  to  piddish  these  letters.  If  they  are  thought 
to  do  harm,  why  not  answer  them  ?  But  they  will  do 
no  harm.  If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed  the  son  of  Lady 
Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he  be  not  her  son,  and 
yet  has  the  great  estate  of  the  family  of  Douglas,  he 
xnay  well  submit  to  have  a  pamphlet  against  liim  by 
Andrew  Stuart.  Sir,  I  tliink  such  a  publication  does 
good,  as  it  does  good  to  show  us  the  possibilities  of 
human  life.     And,  sir,  you  will  not  say   that  the 


'  [A  friend  nnd  rtUtire  ot  AdAitea't,  who  dr(iwnc<l  htitiwlf  to  cscftpc  i  pro- 
HTotioii  on  ftcrount  of  forging  tlw  will  of  Dr.  Tiitdal,  in  which  DuilgcU  lind 
provided  himMli*  with  «  legac;  of  SOfKU.     To  this  Pope  bIIikIcs  : 
"  I^i  Rudt^ll  rhnrge  low  Orub-ttrcvt  on  my  quil), 
Aod  write  wbaie'er  he  pIcoM — rjc/if  my  wiU."~-ED.'\ 
*  lOn  the  DouglM  ('cum— Ed.] 


Diiu^tas  cause  was  a  cause  of  easy  decision,  when  it 
di^idwl  your  court  as  much  as  it  could  do,  to  be  de- 
terruined  at  all.  \Vhen  your  judges  are  seven  and 
leien,  the  casting  vote  of  the  president  must  be  given 
on  one  side  or  other ;  no  matter,  for  my  ar^nient, 
on  which  ;  one  or  the  otlier  must  be  taken  ;  as  when 
I  am  to  move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg  I  move 
first.  And  then,  Kir,  it  was  otlierwisc  determined 
here.  No,  sir,  a  more  dubious  determination  of  any 
question  cannot  be  imagined  '.*'  j 

He  said,  '*  Goldsmith  should  not  be  for  ever  at^ 
tempting  to  shine  in  conversation :  lie  has  not  temper 
for  it,  he  is  so  much  mortified  when  he  fails.  Sir,  a 
game  of  jokes  is  compf)se<l  partly  of  skill,  partly  of 
chance;  a  man  may  be  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has 
not  the  tenth  part  of  his  wit.  Now  Goldsmith's  put- 
ting himself  against  another,  is  like  a  man  laying  a 
hundred  to  one,  who  cannot  spare  the  hmidrcd.  It 
is  not  worth  a  man's  while.  A  man  should  not  lay 
a  hundred  to  one.  unless  he  can  easily  spare  it,  though 
he  has  a  hundred  cham.'es  for  him:  he  can  get  but  a 
gmnea,  and  he  may  lose  a  hundred-  Goldsmitii  is 
in  this  state.  When  lie  contends,  if  he  gets  the 
better,  it  is  a  very  little  addition  to  a  man  of  his  lite- 
rary  reputation :  if  he  does  not  get  the  better,  he  is 
miserably  vexed." 

Johnson's  own  superlative  powers  of  wit  set  him 
above  any  risk  of  such  uneasiness.  Garrick  had  re- 
marked to  me  of  him,  a  few  days  before,  "  Habelais  and 
all  other  wits  are  nothing  compared  with  him.     Vou 

>  I  rvgrcttnl  tlul  Dr.  Johnami  never  took  (be  troul>l£  lo  lEudy  a  queMion 
vfiidi  InlfmtH  n«i)cni*.  He  would  iwl  even  mwl  a  piiniptiiU-l  wliiih  I  wrote 
upon  U,  cotillcd  TIm  EtHttcc  ^  lh<  Dottgiai  Caute  ;  wlncli  I  lia%  c  muwjn  tm 
kiUT  iD^wlf  IimI  oon»iilerablc  tffcct  in  fa*our  of  Mr.  Doughx  ;  of  vhtmc  le> 
|itiiii»lc  BBuion  1  wh  iben,  and  mm  Mill,  krmly  convinctil.  I^ci  nic  »Aii,  (hat 
M  iKCt  Can  be  Biort  ttspecubly  a»cerUin«i,  than  bj-  the  jiidtjim-ni  nf  ihe  itioac 
iftiiT  Iribonal  in  the  mtrUl;  « jmlKmcot  in  which  Lotd  31atiKiield  and  Lard 
Cwndn  uniiol  in  1 7*;!),  and  itom  whld)  od\j  five  of  a  nuineroii*  bddjr  eotcicd 
a  Bcolttt. — BoswcLL. 
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may  be  diverted  by  them ;  but  Johnson  gives  you  a 
foiTible  hug,  and  shakes  laiigliter  out  of  you,  whether 
you  will  or  no." 

Goldsmith,  however,  was  often  very  fortunate  in 
his  witty  contests,  even  when  he  entered  the  lists  with 
Johnson  himself.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was  in  com- 
I>any  with  them  one  day,  when  Goldsmith  said  that 
he  thought  he  cmdd  write  a  good  faille,  mentioned 
the  simplicity  which  that  kind  of  composition  re- 
quires, and  observed  that  in  most  fables  the  animals 
introduced  seldom  talk  in  character.  "  For  instance 
(said  he),  the  fable  of  the  little  Bslies,  who  saw  birds 
fly  over  their  heads,  and,  envying  them,  petitioned 
Jn])iter  to  be  changed  into  hinls.  The  skill  (con- 
tinued he)  consist^}  in  making  them  t;dk  like  little 
fishes."  While  he  indxdged  himself  in  this  fanciful 
reverie,  he  observed  Johnson  shaking  his  sides,  and 
laughing.  Upon  which  he  smartly  proceeded,  "  \\Tiy, 
Dr.  Johnson,  this  is  not  so  easy  as  you  seem  to  think; 
for  if  you  were  to  make  little  fishes  talk,  they  would 
talk  like  whai.es." 

Johnson,  though  remarkable  for  his  great  variety 
of  com^wsition,  never  exercised  his  talents  in  fabXe, 
except  wc  allow  his  beautiful  tale  publisheil  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  Miscellanies  to  Iw  of  that  siK-cies.  I  have 
however  found  among  his  manuscrijit  collections  the 
following  sketch  of  one : 

"  Glow-worm '  lying  in  the  garden  saw  a  caudle  in 
a  noighbonriiig  jialai^r, — and  complained  of  the  little- 
ness of  liis  own  light;  another  observed — wait  a 
little ; — soon  dark,^have  outlasted  toXa  ["'"wy]  of 
these  glaring  lights,  which  arc  only  brighter  as  they 
haste  to  nothing." 


*  I(  hM  RlmHly  been  oW-Tved,  lh«l  i<ne  u(  lite  firm  Kmh^h  waa  k  L*thi  poem 
on  (t  |tk>w.WDfm  ;  bui  wbciber  It  be  luiy  nbav  nuni  hw  mrt  bunt  a8c«rt«iiicd. 
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On  Thursdny.  April  29,  I  dinwl  with  him  at 
Gtriieral  ()»ylethor[»es,  where  were  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, Mr.  Laugtou,  Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  Air.  I'hrale. 
I  wau  very  desirous  to  get  Ur.  Johnson  absolutely 
fixed  in  his  resolution  to  go  with  nie  to  the  Hebrides 
this  year;  and  I  told  hiin  that  I  had  received  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Robertson,  the  historian,  upon  the  subject, 
witli  nhich  he  was  niuoh  jileased,  and  now  talked  in 
such  a  manner  of  his  long  intended  tour,  that  I  was 
jitisiied  he  meant  to  fulfil  his  engagement. 

The  custom  of  eating  dogs  at  Otaheite  being  men- 
tioned, Goldsmith  observed  that  this  was  also  a  cus- 
tom in  China ;  that  a  dog-butcher  is  as  common  there 
as  any  other  butrlier ;  and  that  when  he  walks  abroad 
all  the  dogs  fall  on  him.  Juunson.  '*  That  is  not 
omng  to  his  killing  dogs,  Rir.  I  remember  a  butcher 
at  Lichfield,  whom  a  dog  that  was  in  tlie  house  where 
I  lived  always  att:icked.  It  is  the  smell  of  carnage 
which  provokes  this,  let  the  animals  he  has  killed  l>e 
what  they  may."  GoLDSitlTH.  "Yes,  there  is  a 
general  abhorrence  in  animals  at  the  signs  of  mas- 
sacre. If  you  put  a  tub  full  of  blood  into  a  stable, 
the  horses  are  like  to  go  mad."  JoilNSOX.  "  I  doubt 
that."  Goldsmith.  "Nay,  sir,  it  is  a  fact  well 
attlhenticated."  Tiikale.  "You  had  better  prove 
it  before  you  put  it  into  your  book  on  natural  history. 
You  may  do  it  in  my  stable  if  you  will/'  Johnson. 
•*  Nay,  sir,  I  would  not  have  him  jirove  it.  If  he  is 
content  to  take  his  iufornmtion  from  others,  he  may 
get  through  his  book  with  little  trouble,  and  with- 
out much  endangering  his  reputation.  But  if  he 
mokes  experiments  for  so  comprehensive  a  book  an 
his,  there  would  be  no  end  to  them ;  his  erroneous 
■8.sertions  would  then    fall   upon    himself: 
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The  character  of  Mallet  having  been  iuUiiducHi, 
and  sjKiken  of  sli(i:htingly  by  GoMmnitb ;  .Tohjc- 
SON»  **  Why,  sir,  MalUt  liad  talents  enough  to  keep 
his  literary  reputation  alive  as  long  as  he  himself 
lived ;  and  that,  let  me  tell  you,  is  a  ^ooii  deal." 
Goldsmith.  "Hut  I  rnnnot  agree  that  it  was  so. 
His  literary  reputation  was  dead  long  before  his  na- 
tural death.  I  consider  an  authour's  literary  repu- 
tation to  l>e  alive  only  ivliile  his  name  will  ensure  <i 
good  price  for  his  copy  from  the  booksellers.  I  will 
get  you  (to  Johnson)  a  hundred  guineas  for  any  thing 
whatever  that  you  shall  write,  if  you  put  your  name 
to  it." 

Dr.  Goldsmith's  new  play,  "  She  Stoops  to  Con- 
quer," being  mentioned  ;  JoiiNsoN.  **  I  know  of  no 
comedy  for  many  years  that  has  so  much  exhilarated 
an  audience,  that  has  answered  so  much  the  great 
end  of  cojuedy — making  an  audience  merry." 

Goldsmith  having  said  that  Garrick's  compliment 
to  the  queen,  which  he  introduced  into  the  play  of 
"  The  Chances/'  which  he  had  altered  and  revised 
this  year,  was  mean  and  gross  llattery ; — Johnson. 
"  Why,  sir,  1  would  not  icri/e,  1  would  not  give  so- 
lemnly under  my  hand,  a  character  beyond  wltat  I 
thought  really  true ;  but  a  sjieech  on  the  stage,  let 
it  flatter  evex*  so  extravagantly,  is  formular.  It  has 
always  been  formular  to  flatter  kings  and  queens; 
so  much  so,  that  even  in  our  church-senice  we  have 

*  our  most  religious  king,'  used  indiscriminately,  who- 
ever is  king.     Nay,  they  even  flatter  themselves; — 

*  we  have  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant.' "  No  mo- 
dern flattery,  however,  is  so  gross  as  that  of  the  Au- 
gustan age.  where  thf  em|)erour  was  deified.  '  Pt'te- 
sens  JJicuH  halK'hitur  Augustus.'  And  as  to  mean- 
ness"— (rising  into  warmth) — **  how  is  it  mean  in  a 
player, — a  showman, — a  fellow  who  exhibits  himself 


fl^^TAT. 


for  a  diilHng,  to  Hatter  liis  queen?  The  attempt, 
iiidee*],  was  dangerous ;  for  if  it  had  missed,  wliat  l»e- 
came  of  Garrick,  and  what  beeanie  of  the  queen  ?  As 
Sir  \\'Uliaxn  Temple  says  of  a  great  general,  it  is  ne- 
cessary not  only  that  his  designs  be  formed  in  a  mas- 
terly manner,  but  that  they  should  be  attended  with 
luccess.  Sir,  it  is  right,  at  a  time  when  the  royal 
family  is  not  generally  liked,  to  let  it  be  seen  that 
the  people  like  at  least  one  of  them."  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds.  "  I  do  not  |)erceivi*  why  the  profession 
of  u  player  should  be  despised ;  for  the  groat  and 
ultimate  end  of  all  the  employments  of  mankind  is 
to  produce  annisemeiit.  frarrick  produces  more 
amusement  than  any  body."  Boswkll.  •*  You  say. 
Dr.  Johnson^  that  Garrick  exhibits  himself  for  a  sltil- 
ling.  In  this  respect  he  is  only  ou  a  footing  with  a 
hwyer,  who  exhibits  himself  for  his  fee,  and  even  will 
maintain  any  nonsense  or  absurdity,  if  the  case  re- 
quire it.  Garrick  refuses  a  play  or  a  part  which  he 
doe»  nut  like:  a  lawyer  never  refuses."  Johnson, 
"  Why,  sir,  what  does  this  prove  ?  only  that  a  lawyer 
is  worse.  Boswelt  is  now  like  Jack  in  '  The  Tale  of 
a  Tub,*  whft,  when  he  is  puzzled  by  an  argtiment, 
hangs  himself.  He  thinks  I  shall  cut  him  down, 
but  I'll  let  him  hang"  (laughing vociferously).  Sir 
JosuL'A  Reynolds.  "  Mr.  lioswell  thinks  tbat  the 
profession  of  a  lawyer  being  unquestionably  honour- 
able, if  be  can  show  the  profession  of  a  player  to  lie 
more  honourable,  he  proves  his  argument." 

Ou  Friday,  April  30,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr. 
Beauclerk's,  where  were  Lord  Cbariemont,  Sir  Jo- 
shua Reynolds,  and  some  more  members  of  the  Li- 
ter <\by  Clt"H,  whom  he  had  obligingly  invited  to 
meet  me,  as  I  was  this  evening  to  l>e  balloted  for  as 
candidate  for  admission  into  that  distinguished  so- 
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ciety.     Johnson  had  done  me  the  honmir  to  propose 
me,  and  Bcauclcrk  was  very  zealons  for  me. 

Goldsmith  being  mentioned:    JoirxsoN.  "It 
amazing  how  little  Goldsmith  knows.     He  seldom 
comes  where  he  is  not  more  ignorant  than  any 
else."     Sir  JosilUA  Kkynoi.ds.  "  Vet  there  is  no 
man  whose  conijiany  is  more  liked/    Johnson'. 
"  To  be  sure,  sir.     ^V'hen  people  find  a  man  of  the 
most  distingni^hed  abilities  as  a  wiiter,  their  infcriouf 
while  he  is  with  them,  it  nnusl  be  highly  gratifying 
to  them.     AVTiat  Goldsmith  comically  says  of  him- 
self is  very  tnie, — he  always  gets  the  better  when  h^ 
argiies  alone;  meaning  that  he  is  master  of  a  sulyect 
in  his  study,  and  can  write  well  upon  it ;  but  when 
he  comes  Into  comjiany,  grows  confused,  and  uniihle 
to  talk.     Take  liim  as  a  jwet,  his  *  Traveller'  is  a  4 
very  fine  iwrfonnance ;  ay.  and  so  is  his  •  Oesertfd  ' 
Village,'  were  it  not  sometimes  too  mucli  the  echo  of 
his  *  Traveller.'     Whetlier,  indeed,  we  take  him  as  a 
poet, — as  a  comick  writer, — or  as  an  historian,  he 
stands  in  the  first  class."  Boswf.i.i,.  *'  An  historian ' 
My  dear  sir,  you  surely  will  nut  rank  his  compilation 
of  the  Roman  History  with  the  works  of  other  hi- 
storians of  this  age?"     Johnson.  "  AVhy.  who  an* 
l>efore  him  ?  "     IJoswF.i.i..  "  Hume,  —  Robertson, — 
Lord  Lytteltou."     JonxsoN  (His  antipathy  to  the 
Scotch  beginning  to  rise).  *'  I  have  not  read  Hume; 
but,  doubtless,  Goldsmith^s  History  is  U'tter  than  the 
n'r/««/iv  of  Robertson,  or  the  foppon'  of  Dalryniple." 
HosWEI,!,.  "Will  you  not  admit  the  suiH-riority  of 
Rolwrtson,  in  whose  history  we  find  such  penetration, 
such  painting?"     Johnson.  "Sir,  you  must  con- 
sider how  that  penetration  and   that   jiaiuting  are 
employed.      It  is  not  history,  it  is  im.'igitiation.      He 
who  describes  what  he  never  saw,  draws  from  fancy. 
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RoberUou  paints  minds  as  Sir  Joshua  paintii  faces  in 
a  history-piece:  he  imagines  an  heroiuk  countenance. 
Vou  must  look  u|M)n  Ro^H-rtson's  work  as  romance, 
and  try  it  by  that  standard.  History  it  is  not.  Be- 
sides, sir,  it  is  the  great  excellence  of  a  WTiter  to  i)ut 
into  his  book  as  much  as  his  book  will  hold.  Gold- 
Ftuitii  has  done  ibis  in  his  histor)'.  Now  Robertsou 
might  have  put  twice  as  much  into  his  book.  Ho- 
bertson  is  like  a  man  who  has  packed  gold  in  wool ; 
the  wool  takes  up  more  room  tlian  the  gold.  No, 
sir;  I  always  thought  Robertson  would  be  crushed 
by  bis  own  weight, — would  be  buried  under  liis  own 
onuunentii.  Goldsmith  tells  you  slmrtly  nil  you  want 
to  know :  Kot)ert.son  detains  you  a  great  deal  too 
long.  No  man  will  read  Robertson's  cinnbrous  de- 
Itil  a  second  time ;  but  Goldsmith's  plain  narrative 
will  please  again  and  again.  I  would  say  to  Robert- 
son what  an  old  tutor  of  a  college  said  to  one  of  his 
pupils  :  '  Read  over  your  compositions,  and  wherever 
Tou  meet  with  a  passage  which  you  think  is  parti- 
rularlv  fine,  strike  it  out.'  Goldsmith's  abridgement 
is  better  than  that  of  Lucius  Florus  or  Kutropius; 
Aod  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  you  comi)ai'e  him 
nilh  Vertot,  in  the  same  places  of  the  Roman  Ili- 
ttorv.  you  will  find  that  he  excels  Vertot.  Sir,  he 
bas  the  art  of  compiling,  and  of  saying  every  tiling 
be  has  to  say  in  a  pleasing  manner.  lie  is  now 
VTiting  a  Natural  History,  and  will  make  it  as  enter- 
tsiniiig  as  a  Persian  tale." 

I  caimot  dismiss  the  present  topick  without  ob- 
ttrvin^f  tliat  it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
ovmed  that  he  often  '*  talked  for  victory,"  rather 
urged  plausible  objections  to  Dr.  Robertson's  exccl- 
kst  historical  works,  in  the  ardour  of  contest,  than 
rxpresMd  his  real  and  decided  opinion;  for  it  is  not 


HiG 


1773.— «TAT.  04. 


I 


easy  to  SMpjwse  that  he  should  so  widely  differ  from 
the  rest  of  the  literary  world  '. 

Johnson.  "  1  remember  once  being  with  Gotd- 
sraith  in  Westminster-abbey.  While  we  surveyed 
the  Poets'  Corner  I  said  to  him,  . 

*  Fontium  ct  ttostnim  namcn  tniK^ilur  taiisV 

When  we  got  to  Temple-bar,  he  stopped  me,  pointed 
to  tlie  heads  upon  it,  and  slily  whispered  nie, 

'  Fatritm  ct  noxrum  nomcn  mtBccIutur  tsTts  *.'  " 

Jolinfton  praised  John  Bun  van  higldy.  "His 
*  Pilgriiri's  Progress'  has  great  merit,  both  for  inven- 
tion, imagination,  and  the  conduct  of  the  story ;  and 
it  has  had  the  best  evidence  of  its  merit,  the  general^ 
and  continued  approbation  of  mankind.  Few  books^ 
I  believe,  have  Iiad  a  more  extensive  sale.  It  is  re- 
markable thai  it  begins  very  much  like  the  poem  of 
Dante ;  yet  there  was  no  translation  of  Dante  when 
Bunyan  wrote.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  he  hadfl 
read  Si>enser."  " 

A  proposition  which  had  been  agitated,  that  mo- 
imments  to  eminent  persons  should,  for  the  time  to 
come,  be  erected  in  St.  Paul's  church,  as  well  as  in  ■ 
Westminster-ablx'y,  was  mentioned ;  and  it  was " 
asked  who  should  be  Iionourcd  by  having  his  monu- 
ment first  erected  there.  Somebody  suggested  Pope. 
Johnson,  "  \Vby,  sir,  as  Pope  was  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholicli,  I  would  not  have  his  to  be  first.  I  think 
Milton's  rather  should  have  the  precedence  '.    I  think 


■  TAlr.  BonrdU't  friitiid»bi{i  Tor  bolli  Johnun  and  Riibertanii  tt  hen  tanXy] 
perpkxeil ;  hut  tlicte  wxnM  no  ^und  for  doubting  that  Johnson'*  ^^  rAti  rini  ' 
dccUUd  oylniott"  of  KobcTunn  wu  very  lov.  lie  on  every  occuion  rcpcftta  It  | 
witfa  M,  Tcijr  «>ntenTniuoiia  crauisbincy.     Scu  ante,  p.  M En.) 

'  Ovid,  lie  An.  Anuuid.  i.  iii.  v.  13-- Uo^wcll. 

1  In  ftlluiton  10  Dr.  Johnton's  npixncd  poliikal  principle,  ind  perhaps  hU 

OWr. — DOAVKI-L. 

4  Here  is  Knntlicr  instance  ofhia  liigh  ftdinintloD  of  Milton  M  a  poet,  not- 
wfthiMtidlng  hi»  just  abhorrence  of  that  sour  npublkan't  political  priiKipl». 
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more  highly  of  him  now  tliau  I  did  at  twenty.  There 
is  more  thinking  in  him  and  in  nutler,  than  in  any 
of  our  poets.' 

Some  of  the  company  expressed  a  wonder  why  the 
matbour  of  so  excellent  a  book  as  *  The  Wliole  Duty 
of  Man,' should  conceal  himself.  Johnson.  "There 
may  }fc  diliereiit  rea.sons  assigned  for  this,  any  one  of 
which  would  be  very  sufficient.  He  may  have  been 
a  c]ei^'man,  and  may  have  thovight  that  his  religiotis 
counsels  would  have  less  weight  when  known  to  come 
from  a  man  whose  profession  wa.s  theolo^'.  He  may 
have  been  a  man  whose  practice  was  not  suitable  to 
hi«  principles,  so  that  his  character  might  injure  the 
effect  of  his  book,  which  he  had  ivrittiu  in  a  season 
of  penitence.  Or  he  may  have  been  a  man  of  rigid 
self-denial,  so  that  he  would  have  no  reward  for  his 
pious  labours  while  in  this  world,  but  refer  it  all  to  a 
future  state." 

Tlie  genllemen  went  away  to  their  club,  and  I  was 
left  at  Beauclerk's  till  the  fate  of  my  election  should 
be  announced  to  me.  I  sat  in  a  state  of  anxiety 
v^hich  even  the  charming  conversation  of  Lady  Di 
Beauclerk  coidd  not  entirely  dissipate.  In  a  short 
time  I  received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  was 
chosen.  I  ha.*;tened  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and  was 
introduced  to  such  a  society  as  can  seldom  be  found. 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  whom  I  then  saw  for  the  first 
time*  and  whose  splendid  talents  had  long  made  me 

Un  oaiixir  and  iliKriinitii'iion  nn?  rc)iuilly  roriopimitux.  ImI  uh  lu-ar  nn  more 
^  h»  "  iojittcicc  to  MiJton."^-Uo5wr.i.i..  [A  monumpni  ir  Milton  in  Sl 
fmaf*  cadmlnil  xmilil  bt:  ilie  inocc  iippio|iriatc  from  Km  liavinf{  received  hU 
flidr  cdacatio<i  in  the  •djnininjc  mtblir  i-rtiuol.^nAi.i..  ] 

*  In  a  in»niu;.Tipt  in  ih;  llodfciBn  Library  Mtvcral  ( irciimsuncet  bto  niMoO, 
•bdi  •tronely  inrlmr  me  lf>  liellcvc  that  I>r.  Acccptol  Krcwtn,  ArchbUbop  (^ 
Vork.  VJH  £«  author  of  thii  win-k — .Malomf.  |  Am-ptvcl  Pivwen  wns  U»n 
•r  111ou«Mcr,  ioatalUJ  IT^tl,  loco  Geo.  Waibunoit.~-HAM-  .■'oi-,  cm  the 
«^CCt  oi  ihe  anlluir  i>r  ihu  »lelmtcil  and  cxci'llcnt  wfliV,  OhI.  Mag.  rol. 
ttiv.  |i.  £C,  and  BailariTi  M.-moir»  nf  l^^trwd  h'tdu'.  Ji  Mt\,  Ttio  Lilc  rf- 
vUrk  Imi  Icttrm-d  Dr.  BunicL,  of  Trinity  College.  Dohlin.  bflicvcd  ihal  Dr 
ClM^d,  formerly  [mt*o«t  vf  that  cotlegr,  •><  tlw  author. — £d.) 


2SH 


177a.— ^TAT.  G4. 


n)  Jones,  au<l  the  company  with  whom  I  had       , 

Upon  my  entrance,  Johnson  placed  iiimself  fl 

a  chair,  on  which  he  loaned  as  on  a  desk  or   " 


n 


ardently  wish  for  his  acquaintance;   Dr.   Nugent, 

Mr.   Garrick,  Dr.   Goldsmith,    Mr.   (afterwards  Sir 

William)  Jones,  au<l  the  company  with  whom  I  had 

dined. 

behind 

pulpit,   and   with   humorous   formality  gave   me  |a 

chatfj^e^  pointing  out  the  condiict  expected  from  me 

03  a  good  member  of  this  club. 

Goldsmith  produced  some  very  absurd  verses  which 
had  been  publickly  recited  to  an  audience  for  money. 
Johnson.  "I  can  match  this  nonsense.  There  was 
a  poem  called '  Eugenio,*  which  came  out  some  years 
a^,  and  concludes  thus: 

'  Anil  now.  yc  uiRin^,  itclf-AuumIng  i:lv«s 
Rriiiiful  of  pride,  of  nnthing,  oT  yountdrco, 
Siirvfy  Kugcnia,  wicw  him  o'rt*  imd  o'er, 
Th«D  lijikinio  yourvelvc*,  wid  be  no  more'.* 

Nay,  Dryden,  in  his  poem  on  the  Royal  Society, 
these  lines: 

*  Then  w«  upon  nur  globe's  lut  vcrjtc  hhall  go, 

And  Mv  ilic  oicui  Icuiin)>  on  the  sky : 
Fnmt  tliL-nre  wnr  nillitig  rteij^hltmirs  we  Ji«ll  know. 

And  nn  the  tuDtr  world  tecimly  pry.' " 

Talking  of  puns,  Johnson,  who  had  a  great  con- 
tempt for  that  species  of  wit,  deigned  to  allow  that 
there  was  one  good  pun  in  "  Menagiana,"  I  think  on 
the  word  cofyw'. 

■  Di.  Johnaoii'i  tncmory  hcrt  wn  not  iKriocily  accnrau :  '*  Eugcnjo"  docs 

not  cnncluilc  Oiut.     Thciv  an  viffbt  more  Uniu  aftrr  ibe  Imi  of  Uiom  tjuoied  by 

Mm  I  and  the  poMBf c  which  lir  mcsnt  to  rcciir  w  as  follow* : 

"  Say  now,  yc  fluitcrlng.  poor,  unimifij;  civet, 

Stork  fuU  i>f  pride,  of  fcilly,  nf— youR«4vBi; 

Say,  whew  '"  the  wrwch  of  nil  your  imfuoui  Ctpw 

Whji  dare*  confront  Wn  ■rhMitctcr  to  trit-w? 

nehold  Kii){C»iD,  view  him  o'er  and  o'er. 

Then  KJnk  into  yfwirwplvm,  and  be  no  more." 

Mt.  Rccd  infonnH  nic  thut  ih«  authour  of  Eugcnio,  Thomas  Beech,  a  wtne- 

niert^aiit  at  Wrexham,  tn  Dcn1>ij{bahtr«,  soon  after  itt.  publinlion,  viz.   I'th 

May,  I7H7.  ml  hi*  own  ihrtMt ;  and  that  it  appears  by  t?wift'9  Worka,  that  the 

Eonn  had  been  nbown  to  hiiii,  and  rcoelTcd  lomc  of  ftii  concctiona.     Johnaon 
ad  roul  '^  Eu)i;«]ii>"  on  hit  BTHt  comlnf;  lo  covit,  for  wc  acv  it  nicnlion«d  in  one 

<>r  hU  [ctter»  tn  Mr.  i:avc,  which  h«  been  intCTted  in  thU  wotk BoiWELL. 

*  1  fonncily  thought  that  I  had,  pcrluipt,  nicataJ(ai  the  word.  And  imagined  it 
to  bt  corpty  from  Iti  similarity  of  aound  to  the  real  one.     For  an  accurate  and 


I 


\ 

I 
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Much  pleasant  conversation  passed,  which  Johnson 
relished  with  great  good-hurnonr.  But  his  conversa- 
tion alone,  or  %vhat  led  to  it,  or  was  interwoven  with 
it,  is  the  business  of  this  work. 

On  Saturday,  May  1,  we  dined  by  ourselves  at 
4ibr  old  rendezvous,  the  Mitre  tavern.  He  was  placid, 
wrt  not  much  disposed  to  talk.  lie  observed,  that 
•*  The  Irish  nn"x  better  with  the  English  than  the 
Scotch  do ;  their  language  is  nearer  to  English ;  as 
X  proof  of  which,  they  succeed  very  well  as  jjlayers, 
which  Scotchmen  do  not.  Then,  sir,  they  have  not 
that  extreme  nationality  which  we  find  in  the  Scotch. 
I  will  do  you,  Boswell,  the  justice  to  say,  that  you 
are  the  most  unscottijied  of  your  countrymen.  Vou 
are  almost  the  only  instance  of  a  Scotchman  that  I 
have  kuown,  who  did  not  at  ever)'  other  sentence 
bring  in  some  other  Scotchman'." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams-  I  introduced 
a  question  which  has  been  much  agitated  in  the 
church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  claiin  of  lay-patrons 
to  present  ministers  to  jiarishes  be  well  founded  \  and 
supi>o6iiig  it  to  be  well  founded,  whether  it  ought  to 
be  exercised  without  the  concurrence  of  the  peojile  ? 
Thai  church  is  composed  of  a  series  of  judicatures :  a 
presbyter)',  a  synod,  and,  finally,  a  general  assembly  \ 
before  all  of  which,  this  matter  may  be  contended : 


JtfKwJ  vnloiovn  gentletnsn,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  far  some  remarks  on  nijr 
wtA,  obMrrts  on  ihu  jwsmkc,  "  Q.  if  not  on  the  wcntl  fvrt  f  A  vociferous 
FiKOch  pftschcT  Laid  of  nounlaloue,  '  U  priiche  Jb/I  lien,  el  miti  iiim  fvrt.'^ 
Mnitgitimti.  S<v  also  Ait^nloie*  l.Utcraiiri,  artiilr  liiwtilalpiif,"  Bai  mjF 
ta^nikmt  and  cbUglng  cormpondtni,  Mr.  Abcrcrombtc  of  I'hiladclphia,  h» 
fminlmi  oni  to  ni«  (be  folluwiit|t  [wMAitt:  in  "  iMciU4;:iAnu;"  whidi  rmilrrs  the 
frjoaJins  runjmurr  unrnt^'VArr,  and  cutilinnk  my  oh|^iuil  ^^3lI.1l1e^t: 

"  Maoune  de  Boiudonnr,  couoinesM  df  Kcmlremont,  vcnoll  d'ciitciidre  'in 
^Mom*  jUaa  de  feu  et  d'tfupriL,  maia  fort  pcu  aiCilidc,  d  trrN  irrcgulicr.  Uttcde 
Mi  omicK,  qui  f  pRnnit  iiiltrsi  pour  romk-ur,  lui  dil  t-n  tuiHniit,  ■  1-Jh  bkn, 
■iMdanM-.  que  vouB  rnnbli-t.)!  «Ii;  cc  que  vous  veoei  li'ttitcndn:?  Qu'ii  y  ■ 
fmfmii  y — *  II  y  a  lani,'  K)Kmdit  Aladame  de  DtHirdimiti;,  *  c)uc  jc  n'y  ai  ^ku 
*4de  dtrfu,'  " — McMat^i'tift,  lonie  ii.  p.  K4.      Aiii^tiyil.  l7iy-~~"Bw»**KLL, 

■  (fiVTick,  at  BmwcU  litiDMir  tcU*  u>,  wkA  10  rullj:  hlrii  on  hU  nntfoniilitr. 
Mid  Ikovaraaljuodaatiiutiiiiccii  in  lUtKi-  Tohiiiiei  lo  nlutw  thai  iiv  uiisnoi  cxcitipl 
rromiHat  wniaUi-  (itcjudice.    ^^c  >•«'<-,  rol.  i.  p.  IL.  IP!I.  43(1.457.4^3 — Co.] 


and  in  some  cases  the  presbyU*ry  having  refused  to 
induct,  or  seUh\  as  they  call  it,  the  i)ersoii  preaented 
by  the  patron,  it  lia^  been  found  necessary  to  ap{>eal 
to  the  general  assembly.  He  said,  I  might  see  the 
subject  well  treated  in  tlie  "Defence  of  Pluralities;" 
and  although  he  thought  that  a  patron  should  exer- 
cise his  right  with  tenderness  to  the  inclinations  of 
the  [Kople  of  a  parish,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  his 
right.  Then  supposing  the  question  to  be  pleaded 
before  the  general  assembly,  he  dictated  to  me  [the 
argument  which  will  be  found  ju  the  AppendL\.] 

Though  I  present  to  my  readers  Dr.  Johnson's 
masterly  thoughts  on  the  subject,  1  think  it  proper 
to  declare,  that  notwithstanding  I  am  myself  a  lay- 
patron,  I  do  not  entirely  subscribe  to  his  opinion. 

On  Friday,  May  7,  I  breakfasted  with  him  at  Mr. 
Thr.ile*s  in  the  Borough.  While  we  were  alone,  I 
endeavoured  as  well  as  I  could  to  apologise  for  a  lady  ' 
who  had  been  divorced  from  her  husband  by  act  of 
jmrliament.  I  said,  that  he  had  used  her  very  ill, 
had  liehaved  brutally  to  her,  and  that  she  could  not 
continue  to  live  with  him  without  having  her  delicacy 
contaminated;  that  all  affection  for  him  was  thus 
destroyed ;  that  the  essence  of  conjugal  union  being 
gone,  there  remained  only  a  cold  form,  a  mere  civil 
obligation ;  that  she  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  with 
qualities  to  proiluce  happiness;  that  these  ought  not 
to  be  lost;  and  that  the  gentleman  on  whose  accotuit 
she  was  divorce<l  had  gained  her  heart  while  thus 
unhappily  situated.    Seduced,  perhaps,  by  the  charms 

'  mp  doubt  Lodjr  Dima  Spencer,  ddot  dAughur  of  Chwl«  D-ike  of 
Maribomugh,  bimi  in  \^M^  mnri«d  in  1787  Ui  Fiwlcrick  ViicoHnl  llolingbrokr. 
froiij  whnni  shr  ww  divomd  hi  17«H,  arut  muninl  imiindiiicly  nftcr  Jlr.  Top. 
hani  Uciiiclork.  All  tliat  Jdhn-wn  tw*.  i»  riT}-  trut  ;  btil  liewciwlii  ha*e  bean 
brtirt  MiUiIid  tn  hold  *ud)  lii^ilt  IwiguAgc  if  lu-  hxl  not  prartUallij  wuved  hb 
rijtht by  Jvin^ In ihat \iAf% private sncMHy.  He  sHmiM  clllKr,  u n  .itrici  moraliit, 
hnvf  nfusetl  hw  hi*  countenance,  or,  lu  a  tiuui  of  hotiouf  find  gnitiimic,  \xm 
-tljil  a*  i(>  lu-r  rVniliiM.  Uc  lind  ou  rixht  lu  znjof  lier  todetr,  and  dlspancc 
hrr  dMncier  — L'd.  I  r    -^ 
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fif  the  lady  iu  question,  I  thus  attempted  to  palliate 
ftliat  I  was  sensible  tould  not  be  justified  ;  tor  when 
I  ha*!  finished  my  harangue,  my  venerable  friend 
gave  me  a  proper  check:  **AIy  dear  sir,  never  ac- 
cuetoui  your  mind  to  mingle  virtue  and  vice.  Tiie 
woman  's  a  whore,  and  there  's  an  end  on't." 

[One  evening,  in  the  rooms  nt  15 right helmstone,  i*!""'. 
bavrever,  he  fell  into  a  comical  discussion  with  that 
hidy'8  6r»t  husband,  hap])ening  to  sit  by  him,  and 
dioofiing  to  harangue  very  loudly  about  the  nature, 
and  use,  and  abnse,  of  (/ivorceft.  Many  i>eople 
gathered  round  them  to  hear  M'hat  was  said,  and 
when  Mr.  Thrale  called  bim  away,  and  told  him  tn 
whom  he  had  been  talking,  received  an  answer 
whidi  Mrs-  Tlirale  did  not  venture  to  write  down.] 

He  described  the  father '  of  one  of  his  friends  thus : 
"  Sir,  he  was  so  exuberant  a  talker  at  publick  meetings, 
that  the  gentlemen  of  bis  county  were  afraid  of  him. 
No  business  could  be  done  for  his  declamation." 

He  did  not  give  me  full  credit  when  I  mentioned 
that  I  had  carried  on  a  short  conversation  by  signs 
with  bonie  Esquimaux,  who  were  then  in  London, 
particularly  with  one  of  them  who  was  a  priest.  He 
tboitght  I  could  not  make  them  understand  me.  No 
man  was  more  incredulous  as  to  jmrticular  facts 
which  vrere  at  all  extraordinary;  and  therefore  no 
man  was  more  scrupulously  inquisitive,  in  order  to 
discorer  the  truth. 

I  dined  with  hini  tins  day  at  the  bouse  of  my 
friends,  Messieurs  Edward  and  Charles  Dilly,  book- 
icllcr»  in  the  Poultry :  there  were  present,  their  elder 
brother,  Mr.  Dilly  of  Bedfordshire,  Dr.  Goldsmitlu 
Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Claxton.  Rev.  Dr.  Mayo,  a  dis- 
senting minister,  the  Rev,  Mr.  To|»lady,  and  my 
fritfiid  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple. 

'  [OM  Mr.  Langton — Ed-I 
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Hawkesworth's  compilation  of  the  voyages  to  the 
South  Sea  being  ineutjoned :  Johnson.  "Sir,  if 
you  talk  of  it  as  a  Riibject  of  commerce,  it  will  be 
gainful ;  if  aH  a  book  that  h  to  increase  human 
knowledge,  I  believe  there  will  not  be  much  of  that. 
Ilawkeswortb  can  tell  only  what  the  voyagers  liave 
told  him  ;  aud  they  have  found  very  little,  only  one 
uew  animal,  I  think."  BoswKl.L-  "  But  many  in- 
sects, sir."  Johnson.  **  Why,  sir,  as  to  insects, 
Ray  reckons  of  British  insects  twenty  thousand 
species.  They  might  have  staid  at  home  and  dis- 
covered enough  in  that  way." 

Talking  of  birds,  1  mentioned  Mr.  Daines  Bar- 
ringtou's  ingenious  Essay  against  the  received  notion 
of  their  migration.  JonxsoN.  "  I  think  we  have  as 
gotMl  evidence  for  the  migration  of  woodcocks  as  can 
be  desired.  We  find  they  disappear  at  a  certain  time 
of  tlie  year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certain  time  of  the 
year;  aud  some  of  them,  when  weary  in  tlieir  flight, 
haw  betm  known  to  alight  on  the  rigging  of  ships  far 
out  at  sen,"  One  of  the  company  obsened,  that  there 
bad  been  instances  of  some  of  tiiem  found  in  summer 
in  fisaex.  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  that  strengthens  our 
acgument.  Exceptio  probai  reffulata.  Home  being 
found  shows,  that,  if  all  remained,  many  would  be 
found.  A  few  sick  or  lame  ones  may  be  found." 
Goldsmith.  **  There  is  a  partial  migration  of  the 
swallows;  the  stronger  oues  migrate,  the  others  do 
not" 

BoswEi.i..  "  1  am  well  assured  that  the  people  of 
Olaheite  who  have  the  bread  tree,  the  fruit  of  which 
serves  them  for  bread,  laughed  heartily  when  they 
were  informed  of  the  tedious  process  necessary  with 
us  to  have  bread  ;  plowing,  sowng,  harrowing,  reap- 
ing, threshing,  grinding,  baking."  Johnson.  "\Vhy, 
"ix,  all  ignorant  savages  will  laugh  when  they  are  told 
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of  tlic  Ailvatitages  of  civilized  life.  Were  you  to  tell 
men  vrlio  live  without  houses,  how  wc  pilu  brick  upon 
brick,  and  rafter  ujwii  rafter,  and  that  after  a  house 
ii  raiscfl  to  a  certain  height,  a  innii  tumbles  off  a 
scaffold,  and  breaks  his  neck ;  be  would  laugh  heartily 
at  our  folly  in  building;  but  it  does  not  follow  tliat 
men  are  better  without  houseR.  No,  sir  (holding  up 
a  slice  of  a  good  loaf),  this  is  better  than  the  bread 
iTce." 

He  rejwated  an  arg^innent,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
his  '*  Rambler,"  against  the  notion  tliat  the  brute 
creaiiou  is  endowed  with  the  faculty  of  reason : 
"  Birds  build  by  instinct ;  they  never  improve ;  they 
boild  tbeir  6rst  nest  as  well  as  any  one  they  ever 
build."  Goldsmith.  **  Yet  we  see  if  you  take 
away  ■  bird's  nest  with  the  eggs  in  it,  she  will  make 
a  slighter  nest  and  lay  again/'  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
that  is,  because  at  first  she  has  full  time,  and  makes 
her  nest  deliberulely.  In  tlie  case  you  mention  she 
is  pressed  to  lay,  and  must  therefore  make  her  nest 
quickly,  and  consequently  it  will  be  slight."  Gold- 
smith. "The  niditication  of  birds  is  what  is  least 
known  in  natural  history,  though  one  of  the  most 
rurious  things  in  it." 

I  introduced  the  subject  of  toleration.  Johnson. 
"Every  society  has  a  right  to  preserve  public  peace 
and  order,  and  therefore  has  a  good  right  to  prohibit 
the  propagation  of  opinions  which  have  a  dangerous 
tendency '.  To  say  the  maffh/ra/e  has  this  right,  is 
using  an  inadequate  word  :  it  is  the  ftociety  for  which 
tbe  magistrate  is  agent.  He  may  be  morally  or  theo- 
kigically  ^Tong  in  restraining  tbe  propagation  of 
opinions  \%bich  he  thinks  dangeroiLs,  but  he  is  poli- 
tically right."  Mavo.  "lam  of  opinion,  sir,  that 
©very  man  is  entitled  to  lil>eity  of  conscience  in  re- 

'  ISee  tfMff,  p.  14 — J>ii-] 
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ligioD :  and  that  the  magistrate  cannot  restrain  that 
ri^t.**  JouNsoN.  "Sir.  1  agree  with  you.  Every 
man  has  a  right  to  Liberty  of  conscieuce*  and  with 
that  the  magistrate  cannot  interfere.  People  con- 
found liberty  of  fhinkiitff  witli  liberty  of  talking; 
nay,  with  liberty  ai preaching.  Every  man  has  a 
I^T^ical  right  to  thiuk  as  he  pleases;  for  it  cannot 
be  disco^'ered  bow  he  tiiinks.  He  has  not  a  moral 
right,  for  be  ought  to  inform  himself,  and  think 
ju^ly.  But,  sir,  no  member  of  a  society  has  a  right 
to  teach  any  dudriue  contrary  to  what  the  society 
holds  to  be  true.  The  magistrate,  I  say,  way  be  ■ 
wrong  in  what  he  thinks;  but  while  he  thinks  him- 
self right,  he  may  and  ought  to  enforce  what  he 
thinks."*  Mayo.  "  T*hen,  sir,  we  are  to  remain 
always  in  errour,  and  truth  never  can  prevail ;  and 
the  magi:^rate  was  right  in  persecuting  the  first 
Christians."  JouxsON'.  "Sir,  tlie  only  method  by 
which  religious  truth  can  be  established  is  by  mar- 
t)-rdom.  The  magistrate  has  a  right  to  enforce  wliat 
he  tliinks ;  and  he  who  is  conscious  of  the  truth  has  a 
right  to  suffer.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  other  %vay 
of  Moertaining  the  truth,  but  by  persecutiou  on  the 
one  hand  and  emluring  it  on  the  other."  Goi.d- 
SJtlTH.  "  But  how  is  a  man  to  act,  sir?  Though 
firmly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  doctrine,  may  he 
not  think  it  wrong  to  expose  himself  to  persecution  ? 
Has  he  a  right  to  do  so  ?  Is  it  not,  as  it  were,  com- 
mitting voUintary  .suicide?"  JoHNscix.  "Sir,  as 
to  vuluutary  suicide,  as  you  call  it,  there  are  tweuty 
thousand  men  in  an  army  who  will  go  without  scruple 
to  be  shot  at,  and  mount  a  breach  for  live-pence  a 
day."  Goldsmith.  **  But  liave  they  a  moral  right 
to  do  this  ?"  JoHKSON.  *'  Nay,  sir,  if  you  will  not 
take  the  universal  opinion  of  mankind.  I  have  nothing 
to  say.     If  mankind  cannot  defend  their  own  way  of 
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thinkitig,  I  cannot  defend  it.  Sir,  if  a  man  is  in 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  expose 
hiuiself  to  mai'tyrdom  or  not,  he  should  not  do  it. 
He  must  be  convinced  that  lie  has  a  delegation  from 
bemven."  OoI-Dsmith.  "  I  would  consider  whether 
there  is  tho  greater  chance  of  j^ood  or  evil  upon  tlie 
whole.  If  i  see  a  man  who  has  fallen  into  a  well, 
I  would  wish  to  help  him  out ;  but  if  there  is  a 
greater  probability  that  he  shall  pull  me  iu,  than 
that  1  shall  pull  him  out,  I  would  not  attempt  it. 
So  were  I  to  go  to  Turkey,  I  might  wish  to  convert 
the  grand  signior  to  the  christian  faith ;  but  when  I 
coniicidere<l  Itiat  I  should  probably  be  put  to  death 
nnthout  effectuating  my  purpose  in  any  degree,  I 
^ould  keep  myself  quiet."  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  you 
most  consider  that  we  have  perfect  and  imperfect 
obligations.  Perfect  obligations,  which  are  generally 
not  to  do  something,  are  dear  and  [wsitive ;  as,  *Thou 
ftbalt  not  kill.'  But  chanty,for  instance,  is  uot  definable 
by  limits.  It  is  a  duty  to  give  to  the  poor ;  but  no 
man  can  say  how  much  another  should  give  to  the 
I»oor,  or  when  a  man  has  given  too  little  to  save  his 
mu\.  In  the  same  manner  it  is  a  duty  to  instruct 
the  ignorant,  and  of  consef|uence  to  convert  infidels 
to  Christianity ;  but  no  man  in  the  conunon  course 
of  tilings  is  obligeil  lo  carry  this  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  incur  the  danger  uf  martyrdom,  as  no  man  is 
obliged  to  strip  himself  to  the  shirt,  in  order  to  give 
charity.  I  have  said,  that  a  man  must  be  persuaded 
that  he  has  a  jmrlicular  delegation  from  heaven." 
GoLDSMrxH.  "  How  is  this  to  be  known?  Our  first 
reformers,  who  were  burnt  for  not  believing  bread 

and  wine  to  be  Christ "  .Iohn'SON.  (interrupting 

him).  "Sir,  they  were  not  burnt  for  not  believing 
bread  and  wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  insulting  those 
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who  did  believe  it'.  And,  sir,  when  tbe  first  re- 
formers began,  they  did  not  intend  to  be  martyred : 
as  many  of  them  ran  away  as  could."  Boswell. 
"But,  sir,  there  was  your  countryman  Elwal",  who 
you  told  me  challenged  King  George  with  his  black- 
guards and  his  red-guards."  Johnson.  "My.comi- 
tryman,  Elwal,  sir,  should  have  been  put  in  the 
stocks— a  proper  pulpit  for  him  ;  and  he  *d  have  had 
a  numerous  audience.  A  man  who  preaches  in  the 
stocks  will  always  have  hearers  enough."  Boswf.li,. 
"  But  Elwal  thought  himself  in  the  right."  John- 
son. "We  are  not  providing  for  mad  people ;  there 
are  places  for  them  in  the  neighbouihood"  (meaning 
RIoorfields).  Mayo.  **  But,  sir,  is  it  not  very  hard 
that  I  should  not  be  allowed  to  teach  my  cliildren 
what  I  really  believe  to  be  the  truth  ?"  Johnson. 
'*  M'hy,  sir,  you  might  contrive  to  teach  your  children 
rxira  xcandahtm ;  but,  sir,  the  magistrate,  if  he  knows 
it,  has  a  right  to  restrain  you.  Suppose  you  teach 
your  children  to  be  thieves?"  Mayo.  "This  Is 
making  a  joke  of  the  subject."  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
sir,  take  it  tlms :  that  you  teach  them  the  commu- 
nity of  goods ;  for  which  there  are  as  many  plausible 
arguments  as  for  most  erroneous  doctrines.  Yon  teach 
them  that  ail  things  at  first  were  in  common,  and 
that  no  man  had  a  right  to  any  thing  but  as  he  laid 
his  hands  ui>on  it;  and  that  tliis  still  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  the  rule  amongst  mankind.  Here,  sir,  you  sap 
a  great  principle  in  society — property.  And  don't 
you  think  the  magistrate  would  have  a  right  to  pre- 
vent you  ?  Or,  supjiDse  you  shoxild  teach  your  childrrh 
the  notion  of  the  Adamites,  and  they  should  run 

*  ITbb  flcraw  to  he  Klti>)^-{hrr  cuntrar*  In  the  f^i.  The  lint  tcforinen, 
■hvlMt  tt  UetlBAnjr  or  KngUnd,  -mete  (-•Ttjtinljr  not  bunHf^l  far  irwuidnf;  Indi* 
Httuala :  thrr  veiv  Uinwil  ivt  brrtur ;  uid  aboniiiubk  u  ihju  w&^  it  wu  Icm 
ImMbMiblc  uwn  «hAt  .lohnKin  HipjiOKc*:,  UlU  ilirv  wcrr  burned  for  inmUing 
imllvblaala.— £n.] 
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naked  into  the  streets,  would  uot  tbe  magistrate  have 
a  right  to  flog  'em  into  their  doublets?"  Mayo. 
**  I  think  the  magistrate  has  no  right  to  interfere  till 
there  is  some  overt  act."  Boswki.l.  *'  So,  sir,  thoitgh 
he  sees  an  enemy  to  the  state  charging  a  bhmderbuss, 
be  ifi  not  to  interfere  till  it  is  fired  off!"  Wayo. 
**  He  must  be  sure  of  its  direction  agaiust  the  state." 
Johnson.  "  The  magistrate  is  to  judge  of  that.  He 
hu  no  right  to  restrain  your  thinking,  because  the 
e\iJ  centres  in  yourself.  If  a  man  were  sitting  at 
this  table,  and  chopping  off  his  fingers,  the  magi- 
strate>  as  guardian  of  the  conununity,  has  no  autho- 
rity to  restrain  him,  however  he  might  do  it  from 
kindness  as  a  parent.  Though,  indeed,  upon  more 
consideration,  I  think  he  may ;  as  it  is  probable,  that 
be  who  is  chopping  off  his  own  fingers,  may  soon 
proceed  to  chop  off  those  of  other  people.  If  I  tbiuk 
it  right  to  steal  Mr.  Dilly's  plate,  I  am  a  bad  man ; 
but  he  can  say  nothing  to  me.  If  I  make  an  open 
declaration  that  I  think  so,  he  will  keep  me  out  of 
his  house.  If  1  put  forth  my  hand  I  shall  be  sent 
to  Newgate.  This  is  the  gradation  of  thinking, 
preaching,  and  acting :  if  a  man  tliinks  erroneously, 
he  may  keep  his  thoughts  to  himself,  and  nobody 
will  trouble  him ;  if  he  preaches  erroneous  doctrine, 
society  may  ex\^\  him  ;  if  he  acts  in  consequence  of 
it,  the  law  takes  place,  and  he  is  hanged."  Mayo. 
*'  But,  sir,  ought  not  christians  to  have  liberty  of 
conscience?"  JonssoN.  "I  have  already  told  you 
so,  sir.  You  are  coming  back  to  where  you  were." 
BoswELL.  "Dr.  Mayo  is  always  taking  a  return 
post-chaise,  and  going  the  stage  over  again.  He  has 
it  at  half-price."  Johnsox.  *'  Dr.  Mayo,  like  other 
champions  for  imliinited  toleration,  has  got  a  set  of 
words'.    Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  politically,  whether  the 

'  Dr.  Uafo'a  calm  temper  and  ■leadjr  pcturvennce  rendcnd   htm  in  ad- 
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magistrate  be  right  or  niong.  Suppose  a  club  we 
to  be  foriiie<l,  to  firiiik  a)iifusion  to  King  George  the 
Third,  and  a  happy  restoration  to  Charles  the  Third, 
tills  would  be  very  bad  with  respect  to  the  state ;  but 
every  member  of  that  club  must  either  conform  to 
its  nih's,  or  be  turned  out  of  it.  Old  Baxter,  I 
rememl>er,  maintains,  that  the  magistrates  should 
•tolerate  all  things  that  are  tolerable.*  This  is  no 
good  deftnition  of  toleration  upon  any  principle ;  but 
it  shows  that  he  thought  some  things  were  not  tole- 
rable." ToPLADY,  "  Sir,  you  have  untwisted  this 
difficult  subject  with  great  dexterity." 

Diwiug  this  argument.  <!ok1sniith  sat  in  restless 
agitation,  from  a  wish  to  get  in  and  nhiue.  Finding 
hiuiselt*  excluded,  he  had  taken  his  hat  to  go  a\^'ay, 
but  remained  for  some  time  with  it  in  his  liand,  like 
a  ganu'ster,  wlio,  at  the  close  of  a  long  night,  lingers 
for  a  Uttle  while,  to  see  if  he  can  have  a  favourable 
opening  to  finish  ^^'ith  success.  Once  when  he  was 
beginning  to  speak,  he  fouud  himself  overpowered  by 
the  loud  voice  of  .Tuluison,  who  was  at  the  opi>osite 
end  of  the  table,  and  did  not  perceive  Goldsmith's 
attempt.  Thus  disappointed  of  his  wish  to  obtain 
the  attention  of  the  company.  Goldsmith  in  a  pas- 
sion threw  down  his  hut,  l(K>king  angrily  at  Johnson, 
and  exdaiuiwl  in  a  bitter  tone,  "  TtUe  if."  When 
Toploily  was  going  to  sjwak,  Johnson  uttere<l  Rome 
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aJriM*  WBi^tt  fbc  llu  ukmIm  of  Dr.  Jcimmm'*  powcifcl  sUUde*.  H«  nm-r 
ttotWI  I  bul,  «A«r  rrlMntnt  binvk,  miwinnl  atnoitt^f  OimwTCfl  to  At  tht 
•M,     Tht  trhmUMhini  of  JtihiiMa**  |^u*  Hwhcd  trmj  ttnc  he  war.  atmck, 

UcBM  he  obuiMd  th«  epiihct  of  TV  Lilt. 
I  if  ranlott  bttwmi  Johnton 
(liMioctim  cptlbrt  far  the 
*  Unw  I  but  It  vouUl  mtsa,  ftom  ihs  folkf  winft  rxtnct  of  one  of  L>r.  JiAmon'^  Inter* 
!■  Sinh  Thnlt  QMtkttihnl  br  dtai  Ikdr.  undrr  thr  crranHMM  dMc  of  2U  M»y, 
1;;a).  itM  JohoMM  Kuvcly'  kscv  Utro.  "  I  diaal  to  m  Inj^  cmipwir-  "*  * 
dlwuiilt^  IntiAwlht^.  ywirtiUv,  u\A  ilUpuud  agkltui  tulenticn  with  »»^  Dr. 
Mnurr"  bMHt»  vtt  t.  |i>.  2I(L  WiMfaeriheatfnr  oflhcMMf  t>r  Juhaton's 
m  Urn  ■MHMttwf'fe,  It  b  clou-  thai  tic  ImmI  tiitk  ptrrioiti  acqiiununct-  with  hit 
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ind,  which  led  Goldsmith  to  think  that  he  was  be- 
iiiiu^  again,  and  taking  the  words  from  Toplady. 
Upon  which  he  seized  this  opportunity  of  venting 
his  own  envy  and  fipleen.  under  tlie  pretext  of  8U|>- 
porting  another  person  :  '*  Sir  (said  he  to  Johnson), 
the  geatleuiaD  haa  heard  you  patiently  for  an  hour: 
pray  allow  us  now  to  hear  hiiu."  Johnson  (sternly). 
"  Sir,  I  wag  not  interrupting  the  gentleman.  1  was 
only  giving  him  a  signal  of  my  attention.  Sir,  you 
are  impertineut."  Goldsmith  made  no  reply,  but 
continued  in  the  company  for  some  time. 

A  gentleman '  present  ventured  to  ask  Dr.  John- 
son if  there  was  not  a  material  difference  as  to  tolera- 
tion of  opinions  which  lead  to  action,  and  opinions 
merely  speculative;  for  instajice,  would  it  be  wTong 
in  the  magistrate  to  tolerate  those  who  preach  against 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ?  Johnson  was  highly 
ofiendcd,  and  said,  "  I  wonder,  sir,  how  a  gentleman 
of  your  piety  can  introduce  this  subject  in  a  mixed 
company.''  He  told  me  afterwards  that  the  impro- 
priety was  that  perhaps  some  of  the  company  might 
have  talked  on  the  s-ubject  in  such  terms  as  might 
have  shocked  him ;  or  be  might  have  been  forced  to 
appear  in  their  eyes  a  narrow-minded  man.  The 
gentleman,  with  submissive  deference,  said,  he  had 
only  liJuted  at  the  question  &om  a  desire  to  hear  Dr. 
Johisson's  opinion  upon  it.  Johnson.  "  WTiy,  then, 
ax,  1  think  that  jiermitting  men  to  preach  any  opi- 
nion contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  established 
diorch  tends,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  lessen  the  au- 
thority of  the  church,  and  consequently  to  lessen  the 
influence  of  religion."  "  It  may  be  considered  (said 
the  geut]emaii)t  whether  it  would  not  be  politick  to 

•  [No  (liHibt  Jib.  iMigton.    Sec  foit^  JM  AuguM,  1773. — Ed.] 
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tolerate  in  such  a  cast'.*'  Johnson,  "  Sir,  we  Iiave" 
been  talking  of  ri^A^;  this  is  another  question.  I 
think  it  is  not  politick  to  tolerate  in  such  a  case." 

Though  he  did  not  think  it  fit  that  so  awful  a  sub- 
ject  shuulil  be  introduced  in  a  mixed  conipanv,  and 
tiierefore  at  this  time  waved  the  theological  question: 
yet  his  own  orthodox  belief  in  the  sacred  mystery  of 
tlie  TiiiNiTY  is  evinced  Iwyond  doubt,  by  tlie  fol- 
lowing passage  iu  his  private  devotions  : 

'*  O  Lord,  hear  my  prayt-r,  for  Jksls  Chkist's  sake;  to 
whom,  witli  tliec  and  the  Hoi.v  Ohwst,  (krtf  persons  ami  oat 
God,  be  all  honour  and  giory,  world  widtout  end.     Amen." 

BOSWKM..  "  Pray.  Mr.  Dilly,  how  doe«  Dr.  he- 
laud's  History  of  Ireland  sell?"  Johnson  (burst- 
ing forth  with  a  generous  indignation).  "  The  Irish 
are  in  a  most  unnatural  state ;  for  we  see  there  the 
minority  prevailing  over  the  majority.  There  is 
no  instance,  even  iu  the  ten  persecutions,  of  such 
severity  as  that  which  the  protestants  of  Ireland  have 
exercised  against  tiie  Catholicks.  Dirl  we  tell  thera 
we  have  conquered  them,  it  would  be  above  board: 
to  punish  them  by  coufiscatiou  and  other  penalties, 
as  rebels,  was  monstrous  injustice.  King  William 
was  not  their  lawful  sovereign':  he  had  not  been  ac- 
knowledged by  the  parliament  of  Ireland  when  the)r_ 
appeared  in  arms  against  liini." 

1  here  suggested  something  favourable  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholicks.  Tdi'i-ady.  "  Does  not  their  invo^ 
cation  of  saints  suppose  omnipresence  in  the  saints?" 
Johnson.  '*No,  sir;  it  supposes  only  pluripresence", 
and  when  spirits  are  divested  of  matter,  it  seems  pro- 
bable that  they  should  sec  with  more  extent  than 

•  [We  muit  not  forget  thkt  Johntoa  had  bnrc  a  violent  i/icoMlr.     See  Mfc, 

vol.  i.  p.  444 Kn.] 

>  t^vti-ly  it  iniplic*  omnipmenre  in  the  umc  wiy  thai  prnjrcn  to  the  Dein 
{ily  omniprowncc-     And,  tttct  all,  what  ii  (he  diffcrniro,  to  our  bo'Jtid^ 
lieaMiTi,  bclwicn  pturifmtT.KX  aaH  < ntMtpRKncv ?^El>. ) 
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when  in  an  embodied  state.  There  is.  tiierefore,  no 
aptiroach  to  an  invnsion  of  nny  of  llie  divine  attri- 
butes, in  the  invocation  of  saints.  But  I  think  it  is 
will -worship,  and  presumption.  1  see  no  command 
for  it,  and  tlierefore  tliink  it  is  safer  not  to  jiraclise  it." 

He  and  iVIr.  Langton  and  I  went  togetiier  to  TIIH 
Cl.l*B,  where  we  found  Mr.  iJurke,  iMr.  Garrick,  and 
•ome  other  meniliers,  and  amongst  them  our  fiiond 
C<oId.«niitI),  tvho  sat  silently  brooding  over  Johnson*s 
repriniand  to  htm  after  dinner.  Johnson  pereeixed 
Ibis,  and  said  a^idc  to  Nome  of  n!>,  **  I  *11  nialvx  Gold- 
smith forgive  ine ;"  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud 
\mee,  "Dr.  Goldsmith, — something  passed  to-day 
where  you  and  I  dim-d  :  I  ask  your  p;irdon."  (?old- 
nnitb  answi-rtil  placidly,  "It  nuist  l*e  mucli  from 
yon,  sir,  that  I  take  ill.*'  And  so  at  once  the  differ- 
ence was  over,  and  they  were  on  as  easy  tenns  as 
ever,  and  Ooldsmith  rattlcil  away  as  xisnal. 

In  our  way  to  the  club  to-night,  when  I  regretted 
that  Goldsmith  would,  upon  every  occasion,  endeavour 
to  shine,  by  which  be  olten  exposed  himself,  Mr, 
I^angton  obwrveil,  that  he  was  iu)l  like  Addison,  who 
was  content  with  the  fame  of  his  wrilingK,  and  did 
not  aim  also  at  excellency  in  conversation,  for  which 
he  found  himself  unfit :  and  llint  he  said  lo  a  lady 
wbu  complained  of  bis  having  talked  little  fn  com- 
pany, **  Madam.  1  have  but  nine-pence  iu  rea<ly 
money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  thousand  jiounds.'*  1 
ned  that  Goldsmith  had  a  great  deal  of  gold  in 
cabinet,  but,  not  content  with  that,  was  always 
taking  out  bis  purse.  .Ioiinson.  '•  ^'es,  sir,  and 
that  so  often  an  empty  [turse!" 

Goldsmith's  incessant  desire  of  being  conspicuous 
in  company  was  the  occasion  of  his  sometimes  ap- 
pearing to  such  dis:idvautiige  as  one  should  hardly 
have   supposed  possible    iu  a  man  of  his   genius. 


■    mon 
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When  his  literary  reputation  had  risen  deservedly 
bighf  and  hh  society  was  inucli  courtetl,  he  became 
very  jealous  of  the  extraordinary  attention  which  was 
every  where  paid  to  Johnson.  One  evening,  in  a 
circle  of  wits  h«  found  fault  with  me  for  talking  of 
Johnson  as  entitled  to  the  honour  of  unquestionable 
superiority.  '*  Sir,**  said  he,  *'you  are  for  makiug  a 
monarchy  of  what  should  Iw  a  republick  '.** 

He  was  still  more  mortified,  when,  talking  in  a 
company  with  fluent  vivacity,  and.  as  he  flattered 
himself,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who  were  present, 
a  German  who  sat  next  him.  and  perceived  Johnson 
rolling  himself  as  if  al>out  to  s|)eak,  suddenly  stopped 
him,  saying,  **  Stay,  stay — 'J'lK'tor  Shonson  is  going 
to  say  something."  This  was,  no  doubt,  very  pro- 
voking, especially  to  one  so  irritable  as  Goldsmith, 
who  frequently  mentioned  it  with  strong  expressions 
of  indignation. 

Jt  may  also  be  observe<l,  that  Goldsmith  was  some- 
times content  to  l»e  treated  witli  an  easy  familiarity, 
but  upon  occasions  would  be  consequential  and  im- 
portant. An  instance  of  this  occurred  in  a  small 
particular.  Johnson  had  a  way  of  contracting  the 
names  of  his  friends:  as,  Beauclerk,  Beau  ;  Boswell, 
Bozzy ;  Langlon,  Lanky;  Murphy,  Mnr;  Sheridan, 
Sherry.  I  remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies 
was  telling  that  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  We  are  all  in 
labour  for  a  name  to  GoM/a  play,"  Goldsmith  seemed 
displeased  that  such  a  lilierty  sliould  Ix-  taken  with 
his  name,  and  said,"  I  have  often  desired  him  not  to 
'Call  me  GoldijJ"  Tom  was  remarkably  attentive  to 
the  most  minute  circunwtance  about  Johnson.     I  re- 


I 


■  (In  xxne  Ulfr  pulilioidon  It  m  vutnl  UuU  Itiicma;Mrlc,  iviucuiiiK  the  lUtler; 
of  onr  or  hU  litemry  counkr'.  Mid,  "  Pour  Dicn,  Ihitfiac-ncnu  ru  moiiiB  At  rr. 
pnbn^uf  dfi  Irtlrei."  It  has  Iweii  ol-in,  with  more  |init>a1i[ltlr,  tutcd,  that  instnd 
of  bon^  Mill  hf/,  ii  wax  Mid  of  hint.  PcrtispH,  BAa-  all,  the  Frmdi  Mot;  b 
but  ■  vcniion  of  ti>i»  bon  iii«  of  Gol*l«milii**.~i;o.] 
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collect  his  U'lliug  mo  once,  on  my  arrival  in  London, 
"  Sir,  tmr  great  friend  hns  niaile  an  iniprovenient  on 
bis  appellaUon  of  old  Mr.  Sheridan :  tie  calls  him  now 
SAerrjf  derry, 

"TO  THE  REV.  MR.  BAOSOAW,  AT  BROMLEY'. 

*'8ih  May.  I7T3. 
"SiB, — I  rrtunt  you  my  sini-ere  thanks  for  your  uldition* 
U>  my  Dictioruiry ;  hut  tjie  new  edition  has  been  publuhed 
•otihe  tiitie,  and  dterL-fore  I  caniiot  now  make  use  of  thcin. 
Whether  I  shall  ever  rcviiw.'  it  mon-,  I  know  nut.  If  m.-iny 
mvltfr*  liwl  been  as  judicious,  as  rlili^^ent,  and  as  comniuni- 
al6vc  «s  yoarself,  my  work  had  been  l>etter.  The  wiidd  most 
M  present  take  it  as  it  is.  I  am,  tdr,  your  must  obliged  and 
wtm0L  htusble  servaiU.  "Sam.  JonNuu.s. 


^^L 


Sunday,  8th  May,  I  dined  with  Johnson  at 
r.  Laugton's,  with  Dr.  Beattie  and  some  other  com- 
pany. He  descantetl  on  the  subject  of  literary*  \ixo- 
perty.  *'  Tliere  seems,"  said  he,  "  to  be  in  aiithours 
a  stronger  right  of  property  than  that  by  occupanc)- ; 
a  tnelapbysical  right,  a  right,  as  it  were,  of  creation, 
wbii-U  should  from  it.s  nature  Ih:  ]H;rj>etual ;  but  the 
constant  of  nations  is  against  it;  and  indeed  re:i80u 
ajul  the  interests  of  learning  are  against  it ;  for  were 
it  to  he  |>erpetual,  no  book,  liowever  useful,  could  l>e 
iversally  dilTui^fd  amongst  mankind^  should  the 
|irietar  take  it  into  his  head  to  restrain  its  circu- 
lation. No  book  could  have  the  advantage  of  being 
editcil  with  notes  however  necessary  to  its  elucidation, 

■  nw  RcT.  Thmrn^  nagUiaw,  W.A.  vlio  tlinl  un  the  20ili  SoTmilwr.  I7ft7| 
«  the  nrrtnly-trTcnih  yax  of  hi*  >gc.  <;h«pl*in  oi  Wvan.Vy  C'A\t^  io  Kcut, 
Md  n.t.tiK  of  ScuthflccL  nch«il  rLsi^^icd  the  cure  oT  Rronik-y  puhl)  Mmic  linw 
hiAwv  bi*  ilerih.  Vot  l>ii%  mm!  anothL-r  li-tu-r  fcmn  Pr.  JuhnMm  in  1784,  tn  U^ 
i^£  tmlj  nmmsble  man,  I  uii  mdcbicd  to  I>t.  John  Ijurcday,  of  the  <«\n- 
ma^  Atoa  ordu  ktc  Itetud  miA  piotw  John  Luvedajr,  Eaq.  oTCaTrixliani, 
IH  BcrMltre,  whn  oMi^in^ly  tnuivriheil  th>nii  for  mi-  fron  thr  nri|[ina)<i  in  hJs 
TMiiiltm  The  wcri}iy  f;i.n>1<;n»n.  hating  tciinrd  from  bwuno^  ixtT  livi-<  in 
Ur«r«kluiiiic.  The  wutlil  luw  b  ei  lately  obliged  b>  him  »a  the  cditut  nt  ih« 
ble  B*T.  Ih.  Town»iin*»  eiccUcnt  work,  tiiodntly  cn'itlrd  "  A  Di-«mr»f  <in 
Ai  KTangblickl  Uistory,  from  the  iDtermmt  Io  ihc  A«nti«ion  of  cur  liotd  lod 
flvrfcme  Je>n«  4:hri<i ;"  to  whirli  n  |iT<-tix)il  «  xrv\j  iTiiemltng  ami  plntany 
:  of  the  suthoitr,  by  the  Rcr.  Mr.  Rili>h  Cburimt.'-BirsH  ell. 
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V  ■,  ^^^ML-JMMnely  oppose  it.     For  the 

1  ^^Mf^'orid,  therefore,  whatever  valu*- 

^  ..^    JKcu  created   by  an  authour,  and 

I  M)t,  shuuld  be  uiiderstoiid  as  no  longex 

ut  a«  belonging  to  the  publick  ;  at  the 
>      I  If   atilbour  ir  entitled  to  an  adequate 
lilts  lie  should  have  by  an  exclusive  right 
M  urk  for  0  considerable  number  of  years." 
He  attacked  Lord  Monboddo\s  strange  speculation 
])rimitive  stale  of  human   nature;  observing, 
,      i  is  all  conjecture  about  a  thing  useless,  even 
man*  it  kuovni  to  be  true.     Knowledge  of  all  kinds 
ift  goo4l.  Conjecture,  as  to  things  useful,  is  good  ;  but 
coujecture  as  to  what  it  would  be  useless  to  know, 
such  as  whether  men  went  upon  all  four,  is  very  idle." 
On  Mouday,  9th  May,  as  I  was  to  set  out  on  my 
return  to  Scotland  next  morning,  I  was  desirous  to 
see  as  much  of  Dr.  Johnson  as  I  could.     But  I  first 
calleti  on  Goldsinitii  to  take  leave  of  him.     The  jea- 
lousy and  envy,  which,  though  possessed  of  many 
most  amiable  qualities,  he  frankly  avowed,  broke  out 
violently  at  this  interview  '.     Upon  another  <xvasion, 
when  (ToldsniUh  coufi-ssed  hiniself  to  be  of  an  euvious 
disposition,  I  contended  with  .lohnsou  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  angry  with  him,  he  was  so  candid  in  owning 
it.  "Nay,  sir,"  said  Johnwm,  "we  must  be  angry  that 
R  man    has  sucli    a  superabundance  of  an    odious 
quality,  that  he  cannot  keep  it  within  his  owti  breast, 
but  it  boils  over."     In  my  opinion,  however.  Gold- 
smith had  not  more  of  it  than  other  people  bare,  but 
only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  seemed  very  angry  that  Johnsou  was  goiug 
to  he  a  traveller;  said  "he  would  be  a  <lcad  weight 
for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I  should  never  be  able  to 

*  [I   mxKirr  whr  B<M«rell  no  oAt-n   ilinplays  ■  molevolenl  feeling  towarda 
Goluniich?  Rivalry  Tor  Johnion'»  good  gracn, periii)i*. — Walter  8vott.] 
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lujj  him  alonf!^  through  the  MighlaiHlKand  Hebrides." 
Nor  would  he  patieutly  allow  ine  to  eidarge  upon 
Johnson's  wondcrftil  abilities ;  but  exclaimed,  "  Is 
he  like  Burke,  tvho  winds  into  a  subject  like  a  ser- 
pent?" "But,"  said  I,  ** Johnson  is  the  Hercules 
who  strangleil  serpents  in  his  cradle." 

I  dined  vnih  Dr.  Johnson  at  General  Paoli's.  He 
was  obliged,  by  indisposition,  to  leave  the  eompany 
Fftriy  ;  he  ajipointed  me,  however,  to  meet  him  in  the 
evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir  Robert)  Chambers's  in  the 
Temple,  where  lie  accordinjyly  came,  though  he  con- 
tinued to  be  very  ill.  Chambers,  as  is  common  on 
rach  occasions,  prescribed  various  remedies  to  him. 
JonxsoN  (fretted  by  pain).  "  Pr'ythee  don't  tense 
me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  and  then  you  shall  tell  me 
how  to  cure  myself."  lie  grew  better,  and  talked 
witii  a  noble  enthusiasm  of  kee]>iiig  up  the  repre- 
Brntaliou  of  respectable  families.  His  zeal  on  this  sub- 
ject w.'is  a  circumstance  in  his  character  exceedingly 
remarkable,  when  it  is  considered  that  he  himself  had 
no  pretensions  to  blotMl.  I  heard  him  once  say,  "I 
have  great  merit  in  being  zealous  for  subordination 
and  the  honours  of  birth  ;  for  I  can  hardly  tell  who 
w«s  my  grandfather."  He  maintained  tlie  dignity 
Aod  propriety  of  male  succession,  in  opposition  to  the 
Ofnnion  of  one  of  our  friends  ',  who  had  that  <Iay  em- 
|doyed  Mr.  (hambers  to  draw  his  will,  tlevisiug  his 
ratate  to  his  three  sisters,  in  preference  to  a  remote 
heir  male.  Johnson  called  them  *'  three  dowdieH,^ 
tnd  said,  with  as  high  a  spirit  as  the  boldest  baron 
in  the  must  jierfect  days  of  the  feudal  system,  "  An 
ancient  estate  should  always  go  to  males.    It  is  mighty 


<  (It  MEitu^  rruni  minj'  eiminiMancv,  that  llib  tru  Kir.  l>argUint  and  that 
iWnr  ««•  MtncUiing  ntnv  in  the  inatler  than  a  mere  Millf  of  ol»inrp«nua  mirih. 
b  I*  ccTUlii  clut  t)»c  fTicIul^llin  of  "  (wi-ntf  ymn'  •.tnniling"  {poit,  23d  Auguit, 
L-^nu  —      -      - 


17T3)  brtwtvn  Ji^nton  and  L-^ngioii  suff^etl,  aboitl   ihU  timr,  a  hTiou*  inirr. 
le  it  irt  the  leproof  he  hikd  \ve\y  fcivrn  Langion 
«  Mr.  OUlt'*  utile  [onlr,  p.  -'.Vt]:   but  it  v,  won.-  (ix'tj^iliie  iImI  it  «iOM  Uom 
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foolish  to  let  a  stranger  tave  it  because  he  marrieA 
your  daughter,  and  takes  your  name.  As  for  an 
estate  newly  acquired  !)y  trade,  you  may  give  it.  if 
you  will,  to  the  dog  7o(r*^r,  and  let  liim  keep  liis 
otcii  name." 

1  liave  known  him  at  times  exceedingly  diverted 
at  what  seemed  to  others  a  very  small  sjwrt.  He 
now  laughed  immoderately,  without  any  reason,  that 
we  could  perceive,  at  our  friend's  making  his  will : 
called  him  the  tcstafor,  and  added,  *'  I  dare  say  he 
thinks  he  has  done  a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  stay 
till  he  gets  home  to  his  seat  in  the  country,  to  pro- 
duce this  wonderful  deed :  he  Ml  call  up  the  landlord 
of  the  first  inn  on  the  road ;  and,  after  a  suiUd>le 
preface  upon  mortality  and  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
will  tell  him  that  he  should  not  delay  making  his 
will ;  and  here,  sir,  will  he  say,  is  my  will,  which  I 
have  just  made,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  kingdom :  and  he  will  read  it 
to  him  (laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  he  has 
made  this  will;  but  he  did  not  make  it;  you,  Chani- 
l>ers,  made  it  for  him.  I  trust  you  have  had  more 
conscience  than  to  make  him  say,  'being  of  sound 
understanding!'  ha,  ha,  ha!  I  hope  he  has  left  me 
n  legacy,  l  *d  have  his  will  turned  into  verse,  like  a 
ballad." 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run  on,  exiilting  in 
his  own  pleasantry,  which  cert^nly  was  not  such  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  authour  of  "  The  Ram- 
bler," but  which  is  here  preserved,  that  my  readers 
may  l>e  acquainted  even  with  the  slightest  occasional 
characteristicks  of  so  eminent  a  man. 

Mr.  Chambers  did  not  by  any  means  relish  this 
Jui^ularity  upon  a  matter  of  wtiich  jMrs  tnaffnajait ', 

•  I  Mr.  f  rhimbm  mmy  tuve  known  more  of  the  ml  Maie  of  ibe  td/Tait  thwi 
Botwvll,  aihI  been  ofiindcd  st  iIm  mudv  in  which  Johetan  tnMed  their  oonnoon 
ftunid.  It  la  MlMinl  ta  tiiink  thai  tit  cpoM  have  fell  wy  dUplcMun  on  hit  own 
Bceount. — Bo,  J 
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aDtlsevmetl  impatient  till  lie  got  rid  of  us.  Juliiisun 
could  not  stop  liis  merriment,  but  continued  it  all 
the  way  till  lie  got  witliout  the  Temple-gate.  He 
then  burst  into  such  a  lit  of  laughter,  that  be  ap- 
peared to  Ik  almost  iu  a  coimilsion ;  and,  in  order 
to  Mipiwrt  himself*  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  posts  at 
the  side  of  the  foot  pavement,  and  sent  forth  peals 
99  loud,  that  ill  the  silence  of  the  night  his  voice 
weined  to  resound  from  Temple-bar  to  Kleet-ditch, 

This  most  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  awful,  me- 
lancholy, and  venerable  Johnson,  ha]>pene<l  well  tu 
faiMHinteract  the  feelings  of  sadness  which  I  used  to 
experience  when  parting  with  him  for  a  considerable 
time,  I  accompanied  him  to  his  door,  where  he  gave 
me  bis  blessing. 

He  records  of  himself  this  year: 

"  Between  Easter  and  Wliitaiintitle,  Iiaving  always  con-  Pnyen 
Milerftl  tliHt  time  as  propitious  to  study,  I  attempted  to  learn  *  ^'Jr' 
tbc  low  Dutrh  Language." 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  he  here  admits  an  opi- 
nion of  the  human  mind  being  influenced  by  seasons, 
which  he  ridicules  in  bis  writings.  His  progress,  he 
sayst  was  interrupted  by  a  fever,  "which,  by  the  im- 
prudent use  of  a  small  print,  left  an  iuflammatiou  in 
his  useful  eye."  We  cannot  but  admire  his  spirit 
when  we  know,  that  amidst  a  complicalion  of  bodily 
and  mental  distress,  he  was  still  animated  with  the 
desire  of  intellectual  improvement'.  Various  notes  of 
his  studies  appear  on  different  days,  iu  Ins  manuscript 
diary  of  this  year ;  such  aa, 

■•  Inciuittvi  lectioacm  Fentateuchi.  Fiitivi  iecUontm  Con/.  Fab. 
Burdomunt.  Leyi  primum  adum  Troadum.  Lcgi  Difsertattoaeni 
Vlerici  pvstrrmmH  dp  Pent,  2  o/  Clark' 6  Sermoiu.  L,  ApQlhmi 
iietriciam.     L.  cttttum  versus  Homcr't." 


'  Not  kix  nn^mlu  bcfun  hU  dtuFi,  he  wbhcd  irc  (o  icidt  liitn  ihc  Scale  of 
Maikfc  :  '■'■  Dt.  nuTDRy,  tcwh  luc  at  luwt  iht  i>lph«b«i  cf  your  Ur^kge."— 
BumaxT. 
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Let  this  serve  as  a  Bi)eeiraen  of  what  accessions  of 
literature  he  was  perpetually  infusing  into  his  mind, 
nhile  he  charged  himself  with  idleness. 

r^l(  This  year  died  Mrs.  Salisbury  ("niother  of  Mrs. 
Thrale),  a  lady  whom  he  appears  to  have  esteemed 
much,  and  whose  memory  he  honoured  with  an  epi- 

^"*  taph.  [This  event  also  furnished  him  with  a  sub- 
ject of  meditation  for  the  evening  of  June  the  18th, 
on  which  day  this  lady  died.] 

Pnyen        ["  Friday,  June  18,  1773.     This  day,  after  dinner,  died  Mrs. 

p.  127.  Salisbury ;  she  had  for  some  days  ^most  lost  the  power  of 
speaking.  Yesterday,  as  I  touched  her  hand,  and  kissed  it,  she 
pressed  my  hand  between  her  two  hands,  which  she  probably 
intended  as  the  parting  caress.  At  night  her  speech  returned  a, 
little ;  and  she  said,  among  other  tilings,  to  her  daughter,  I  have 
had  much  time,  and  I  hope  I  have  used  it.  This  meaning  being 
called  about  nine  to  feel  her  pnlse,  I  said  at  parting,  God  bless 
you,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  She  smiled,  as  pleased.  She  had 
her  senses  perhaps  to  the  dying  moment." 

p.  129.  j-jjg  complains,  about  this  period,  that  his  memory 
bad  been  for  a  long  time  very  much  confused,  and 
that  names,  and  persons,  and  events,  slide  away 
strangely  from  him.  "But,"  he  adds,  "I  grow 
easier."] 

In  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  39th  of 
May,  I  pressed  him  to  persevere  in  his  resolution  to 
make  this  year  the  projected  visit  to  the  Hebrides, 
of  which  he  and  I  had  talked  for  many  years,  and 
which  I  was  conSdent  would  afford  us  much  enter- 
tainment. 

"  TO  JAMES  BOSWELL,  ESQ. 

"  JohnsonVcourt,  Fleet-amet,  fith  July,  I773L 
"  Deah  sir, — When  your  letter  came  to  me,  I  was  so  dark- 
ened by  an  inflammation  in  my  eye  that  I  could  not  for  some 
time  read  it  I  can  now  write  without  trouble,  and  can  read 
large  prints.  Aly  eye  is  gradually  growing  strwiger;  and  I 
hope  will  be  able  to  take  some  delight  in  the  survey  of  a  Cale- 
donian loch. 

"  Chambers  is  going  a  judge,  with  six  thousand  a  year,  to 
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Bengal.  He  and  I  shall  come  down  together  as  far  u  New- 
castle, and  thence  I  shall  easily  get  to  Edinburgh.  Let  me 
know  the  exact  time  when  your  courts  intermit  I  muHt  con- 
form a  little  to  Chambers^s  occasitinM,  and  he  must  conform  a 
little  to  mine.  The  time  which  you  shall  fix  must  be  the 
common  point  to  which  we  will  come  as  near  as  we  can.  Ex- 
cept thin  eye,  I  am  very  well. 

"  Beattie  is  so  caressed,  and  invited,  and  treated,  and  liked, 
and  flatteretl  by  the  great,  that  I  can  fee  nothing  of  him.  I 
Ml  in  great  hope  that  he  will  be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we 
will  live  upon  him  at  the  Marischal  College,  without  pity  or 
modesty. 

" '  left  the  town  without  taking  leave  of  me,  and 

is  gone  in  deep  dudgeon  to '  Is  not  this  very  childish? 

Where  is  now  my  legncy  ? 

"  J  hope  your  dear  li^y  and  her  dear  baby  are  both  well.     I 
shall  see  them  too  when  I  come ;  and  I  have  that  opinion  of 
your  choice,  as  to  8u8j>ect  that  when  I  have  »ecn  Jfrs.  Uoswell, 
I   shall  be  less  willing  to  go  away.     I  am,  dear  sir,  your  af- 
fectionate humble  servant,  "  Saw.  JoiiN(*on. 

*'  Write  to  me  OS  soon  as  you  can.     Cliombers  is  now  at 
Oxford." 

I  again  wrote  to  him,  infonning  him  that  the 

«ourt  of  session  rose  on  the  twelfth  of  August,  hoping 

to  see  him  before  that  time,  and  expressing,  jwrhaps 

iu  too  extravagant  terms,  my  admiration   of  him, 

and  my  expectation  of  pleasure  from  our  intended 

tour. 

"  TO  JAMES  BOSWLLI^  ESQ. 

"3d  AuKimt,  mii- 
"  Deab  sir, — I  shall  set  out  from  London  on  PViday  tlie 
sixth  of  this  month,  and  purpose  not  to  loiter  much  by  the  way. 
Which  day  I  shall  be  at  £dinl>urgh,  I  cannot  exactly  tell.     I 
suppose  I  must  drive  to  an  inn,  and  send  a  porter  to  find  you. 

"  I  am  afraid  Beattie  will  not  be  at  his  college  snxm  enougli 
for  ua,  and  I  shall  be  sorry  to  miss  him  ;  but  there  is  no  staying 
for  the  concurrence  of  all  conveniences.  We  will  do  us  well  as 
we  can.     I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

'*  Sam.  Jounson." 

'  [Dtxh  Uioic  bituiks  niubt  l-c  filial  witli  l.iinptnn.    Sw  anir,  p.  J4:>.— Kl>.| 
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"3d  August,  1771> 
**Dear8ib, — Not  being  at  Mr.  Thrale's  when  your  letter 
came,  I  had  written  the  inclosed  paper  and  sealed  it;  bringing 
it  hither  for  a  frank,  I  found  yours.  If  any  thing  could  repren 
my  ardour,  it  would  be  such  a  letter  as  yours.  To  disappoint 
a  friend  is  unpleasing;  and  he  that  forms  expectations  lilw. 
yours,  must  be  disappointed.  Think  only  when  you  see  me,, 
that  you  see  a  man  who  loves  you,  and  is  proud  and  glad  that 
you  love  him.     I  am,  sir,  your  most  affectionate, 

"  Sam.  Johnsom." 


HArid*  '  ^^'  Johnson  had,  for  many  years,  given  me  hopes 
that  we  should  go  together,  and  visit  the  Hebrides. 
Martin's  account  of  those  islands  had  impressed  us 
with  a  notion,  that  we  might  there  contemplate  a 
system  of  life  almost  totally  dififerent  from  what  we 
had  been  accustomed  to  see ;  and  to  find  simplicity 

j  and  wildness,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  remote 

time  or  place,  so  near  to  our  native  great  island,  was 

1 1  an  object  within  the  reach  of  reasonable  curiosity. 

Dr.  Johnson  has  said  in  his  "  Journey,"  "  that  he 
scarcely  remembered  how  the  wish  to  visit  the  He- 
brides was  excited ;"  but  he  told  me,  in  summer, 
1763,  that  his  father  put  Martin's  account  into  his 

>  [Heie  b^ns  the  Journal  of  ihe  Tour  U)  the  Hebrides,   to  which  Mr. 
Bcswell  had  prefixed  two  mottos,  the  first  io  the  title-page,  from  Pope : 
**  O!  vihilc  along  the  ttrcam  of  lime  thy  natne 
Expanded  JJicM,  and  galliert  all  ilsfime. 
Say,  tfiall  ntt/  Utile  bark  attendant  tail, 
Purtue  iJie  triumph  and  partake  the  gale  9" 
The  other  on  a  fly.leaf,  from  Baker's  Chronicle ; 

"  He  wag  of  an  admirable  pregnancy  of  wit,  and  tliat  pregnancy  much  hm- 
proved  by  continual  study  from  hi$  childhood;  by  vhich  lie  had  gotten  «i«A  a 
promptneit  In  expretiing  hit  mind,  that  hit  extemporal  tperche*  vcre  little  in- 
ferior to  hit  premeditated  writingt.  Many,  no  doubt,  hod  read  at  much,  and 
perfiapt  more  than  he  ;  but  tcarcc  ever  any  concocted  hit  rending  into  judgment 
at  he  did."  Mr.  Boawell  tells  us  that  Johnson  read  this  journal  as  It  proceeded, 
which,  Btnmge  as  the  reader  will  think  it,  when  he  comes  to  read  some  paseagis 
ufit,  Johnson  himself  confimis  ;  for  be  says  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "Vou  never  told 
me,  and  I  omitted  to  inquire,  how  you  were  entertained  by  Boswell's  Journal. 
One  would  think  the  man  had  bsen  hired  to  be  a  spy  upon  me.  He  was  very 
diligent,  and  caught  opi>ortunilie8  of  writing  from  lime  to  time.  Vou  may  now 
conceive  yourself  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the  expedition." — Lcttcrt,  v.  1, 
p.  233u— Ed.] 
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hatids  when  he  was  very  young,  and  that  he  was  J°".^ 
much  phrased  with  it  ^V'e  reckoned  tliere  would  be 
some  inconveniences  nnd  Iiardsliips,  and  perhaps  a 
liltle  danger;  but  these,  we  were  persuaded,  were 
ma^iified  in  the  imagination  of  every  body.  \V'hen 
1  was  at  Femty,  in  1764",  I  mentioned  our  design 
lo  Voltaire.  He  looked  at  nie,  nn  it'  I  hail  laikcd 
«f  f^iut!:  to  the  North  Pole,  and  said,  "  You  do 
not  insist  ou  my  accompanying  you?"  "No,  sir.*' 
•*  Then  1  am  very  willing  you  should  go."  I  was 
not  afraid  that  our  curitniK  expedition  would  be  pre* 
venttffl  by  such  apprehensions ;  but  I  doubted  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  prevail  on  Dr.  Johnson 
to  relinijuish,  for  some  time,  the  felicity  of  a  London 
Hie.  which,  to  a  man  who  can  enjoy  it  with  fidl  in- 
tellectual relish,  is  apt  to  mal^e  existence  in  any  nar- 
rower sphere  seem  insipid  or  irksome.  I  doubted 
that  he  would  not  be  willing  to  come  down  from  his 
elevated  state  of  phiU^sophical  dignity  ;  from  a  su- 
])eriority  of  wisdom  among  the  wise,  and  of  learning 
among  the  learned  ;  and  from  flashing  his  wit  upon 
uiiuds  brigiit  enough  to  reflect  it. 

lie  Imd  diKapj)ointed  my  expectations  so  long, 
that  J  began  to  despair;  but,  in  spring,  1773,  he 
tal)ce<l  of  coming  to  Scotland  that  year  with  so  much 
firmness,  that  i  hoped  he  was  at  last  in  earnest.  1 
knew  that,  if  he  uere  once  launched  from  the  me- 
tropolis, he  would  go  forward  very  well ;  nnd  I  got 
our  common  friends  there  to  asi^ist  in  setting  him 
afloat.  To  Mrs.  Thrale,  in  particular,  whose  en- 
chantment over  him  seldom  failed,  I  was  much 
obliged '.  It  was,  "  I  '11  give  thee  a  wind."  **  Thou 
art  kind."     To  attract  him,  we  had  invitations  from 

'  1^'  pv^    <t>  ''*^'  (WhtT  letit-n  lo  Dr.  Johmnn,  itie  ivwoiw  whfeh  inUiKal 
h«  ie«ppn>v«  ihtu  rvfurMon:  "  J'jii^ii;  is  profliahlc  loyour  bcidll),  iipan  the 

wtmL.  t-'vi    '--'■■  ' '■'■rr,  p'jtj/inff  J'aulitk   Iriilt.      Excfdw  (at  fOOt  body 

■t4ck'-r'                              I,  will  nmribnte  nun;  iImh  nil  tlw  nMtlirinc  in  the 
HAifctM:  "c  wcall  coiwdarH  InraluabW." — Ltiun.t,  I,  p.  

ia«_Ku.) 
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JrZS.  '^^  chiefs  Macdonnld  and  Macleod ;  and,  for  addi- 
tional aid,  I  wrote  to  Lord  Elibank,  Dr.  William 
Koberb4on,  and  Dr.  Heattie. 

To  Dr.  Rol)ertson,  so  far  as  my  letter  concerned 
the  present  subject,  I  wrote  as  follows : 

"  Our  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  is  in  great 
bealtlt  and  spirits;  and,  I  ilu  think,  has  a  serious 
resolution  to  visit  Scotland  tliis  year.  Tlie  more  at- 
tj-action,  however,  the  better;  and,  therefore,  though 
I  know  he  will  Iw  Inippy  to  meet  you  there,  it  will 
forward  the  sclieme,  if,  in  your  answer  to  this,  you 
express  yourself  concerning  it  with  that  power  of 
whicli  you  are  so  happily  [lossessed,  aiul  wliich  may 
be  so  directed  as  to  operate  strongly  upon  him.'* 

His  answer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  was  quite  as 
I  could  have  wished.  It  was  written  with  the  ad- 
dress and  [lersuasion  of  the  historian  of  America. 

"  When  I  saw  you  last,  you  gave  us  some  hopes 
that  you  might  prevail  with  Mr.  Johnson  to  make 
out  Uiat  excursion  to  Scotland,  with  tlie  exiwctation 
of  which  we  have  long  flattered  ourselves.  If  he 
could  order  niatters  so  as  to  pass  some  time  in  Edin- 
burgh, about  the  close  of  the  summer  season,  and 
then  visit  some  of  the  Highland  scenes,  I  am  con- 
fident lie  would  be  pleased  with  the  grand  features  of 
nature  iu  many  parts  of  this  country :  lie  will  meet 
with  many  persons  here  who  respect  him,  and  some 
whom  I  ani  i>ersua4led  he  will  think  not  unworthy 
of  his  esteem.  I  wish  he  would  make  the  experi- 
ment He  sometimes  cracks  his  jokes  upon  us ;  but 
he  will  find  that  we  can  distinguish  between  the 
stabs  of  malevolence  and  the  rebukes  of  the  rtghleou8, 
which  are  like  excellent  oil',  and  break  not  the  bead. 
OlVer  my  best  compliments  to  him,  aud  assure  him 

*  Our  fricml,  fMtnund  Hurkc,  irhn,  l>y  <!■)*  fi'or,  Vuu)  n-tvivcd  winir  jmity 
KTcR  Mruka  rmm  I>r.  Johntioi),  on  accouni  of  i)i«  utiha|>f>}'  dUttrence  in  ihrtr 
poUlkk*.  upon  111)'  ir|i/iiluig  liin  (lULiage  In  liUii,  citrlalnieil,  "Oil  of  viirioJ!" 
— BOSWCLI.. 
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that  I  sl)all  be  happy  to  bnve  tlie  satisfaction  of  seeiue  Tout  u 
hull  iiiitler  my  root. 

To  Dr.  Beattie  I  wrote,  **  The  chief  intention  of 
this  letter  is  to  inform  you.,  that  I  now  smously 
believe  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  will  visit  Scotland  this 
year :  but  I  wish  that  every  powf  r  of  attraction  may 
be  employed  to  secure  our  having  so  valuable  an 
acquisition,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  wil]»  wittiout 
delay,  write  to  me  what  I  know  you  think,  that  I 
may  read  it  to  the  mighty  sage,  with  proper  emphasis, 
before  I  leave  Loudon,  which  I  must  do  soon.  He 
talks  of  you  with  the  same  warmth  that  he  did  last 
year.  We  are  to  see  as  much  of  Scotland  as  we  can, 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September.  We  shall 
uot  belong  of  Ix'ing at MarisclmlCoiit'ge'.  He  is  parti- 
cularly desirous  of  seeing  some  of  the  Western  Islajids.'* 

Dr.  Beattie  did  better :  ipse  venit.  He  was,  how- 
ewr,  so  polite  us  to  wave  his  privilege  of  nil  miki 
rtKrihaSf  and  WTOte  from  Edinburgli  as  follows: 

•'Your  very  kind  and  agreeable  favour  of  the  20th 
of  April  overtook  me  here  yesterday,  after  having 
gone  to  Aberdeen,  which  place  I  left  about  a  week 
ago.  I  am  to  set  out  this  day  for  London,  and  [io{>e 
to  have  the  honour  of  paying  my  respects  to  Mr. 
Johuson  and  you,  about  a  week  or  ten  days  hence. 
I  shall  then  do  what  I  can  to  enforce  the  topick  you 
mention ;  but  at  present  1  cannot  enter  upon  it,  as 
I  am  in  a  very  great  hurry,  for  I  intend  to  begin  my 
journey  within  an  hour  or  two." 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  threw  some  pleas- 
ing motives  into  the  northern  scale.  But,  indeed, 
Mr.  Johnson  loved  all  that  he  heard,  from  one  whom 
be  tells  us,  in  his  Lives  of  the  Poets,  Gray  foiuid  "  a 
poet,  a  philosopher,  and  a  good  man.*' 


■  Thia,  I  601I,  Is  B  Brotdcuin.     I  iliouid  have  »aid,  "II  will  not  be  long 
fecG>n  wciJuIl  IwM  Maiuchal  CDllrgr." — BuswEll. 
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Tom  lo 
Utbrid. 


My  Lord  Elibank  did  not  answer  my  letter  to  hia 
lordsfai})  for  some  time.  The  reason  will  np{K>ar  when 
we  come  to  the  Isle  of  Sky.  J  Khali  then  insert  my 
letter,  with  letters  from  his  lordship*  Initli  to  myself 
and  Mr.  Johnson.  I  beg  it  may  be  imderstood,  that 
I  insert  ray  own  letters,  as  I  relate  my  own  sayings, 
rather  as  keys  to  what  is  valuable  belonging  to  others, 
than  for  their  own  sake. 

Luckily  Mr.  Justice  (now  Sir  Robert)  Chandlers, 
wlio  was  about  to  sail  for  tlie  Kast  Indies,  was  going' 
to  take  leave  of  his  relations  at  Newcastle,  and  iie 
conducted  Dr.  Johnson  to  that  town  [whence  he 
wrote  me  tlie  following]  ; 

*'  Ncwcajrtif,  llth  AugoM.  177:1. 
"  Dear  sm, — ^I  came  hitlipr  Ust  night,  and  hope,  but  do  not 
nbiculutcly  pruiuiMr,  to  be  in  EdinbnrKh  uit  Stilunluy.     B«mttie 
M'ill  nnt  come  do  M>on,      I  am,  sir,  your  most  huinble  ftrnant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson. 
"  My  ctmiplinienls  to  your  lady." 

Mr.  Scott,  of  University  Collie,  Oxford,  after- 
wards Sir  William  Scott  [and  Lord  Stowell],  an-om- 
panied  him  from  thence  to  Edinburgh.  \Vith  such 
propitious  convoys  did  he  proceed  to  my  native  city. 
But  lest  metaphor  Hhould  make  it  he  supposed  he 
octnnlly  went  by  sea,  I  choose  to  mention  that  he 
tiavclled  in  postchaises,  of  ivhich  the  rapid  motion 
Tvas  one  of  his  most  favourite  aniuscmenti*. 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson's  character,  religious,  moral, 
political,  and  literary,  nay,  his  figure  and  manner 
are,  1  believe,  more  generally  known  than  those  of 
almost  any  man  ;  yet  it  may  not  be  su|H.Tfluou8  here 
to  attempt  a  sketch  of  him.  Let  ray  re.'ulers  then 
remember  that  be  was  a  sincere  and  zealous  christian, 
of  high  church  of  England  ;uid  monarchical  principles, 
which  he  would  not  t:unely  suffer  to  be  questioned; 
steady  and  inOexible  iu  maintaining  the  oblignlimis 
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ofinety  and  virtue,  both  from  a  regard  to  the  order  Tour  to 
of  society,  and  troni  a  veneration  tor  the  Great 
Source  of  all  order ;  correct,  nay,  stern  in  his  taste ; 
hard  to  please,  and  easily  offended ;  impetuous  and 
irritable  in  his  teni[)er,  but  of  a  most  humane  and 
benevolent  heart;  having  a  mind  stored  with  a  vast 
and  various  collection  of  learning  and  knowleilge, 
whicli  he  communicated  with  peouHar  perspicuity 
and  force,  in  rich  and  choice  expression.  He  united 
A  most  logical  head  with  a  most  fertile  imagination, 
which  gave  him  an  extraordinary  advantage  in  ar- 
guing; for  he  could  reason  close  or  wide,  as  he  saw 
best  for  the  moment.  He  could,  when  he  chose  it, 
be  the  greatest  sophist  that  ever  wielded  a  weapon  in 
the  schools  of  declamation,  but  he  indulged  this  oidy 
in  conversation ;  for  he  owned  he  sometimes  talked 
for  victory ;  he  was  too  conscientious  to  make  errour 
permanent  and  pernicious,  by  deliberately  writing  it. 
He  was  conscious  of  his  superiority.  He  loved  praise 
when  it  was  brought  to  him ;  but  was  too  proud  to 
Beek  for  it.  He  was  somewhat  susceptible  of  flattery. 
His  mind  was  so  full  of  imagery,  that  he  might  have 
been  pcr|>etually  a  poet.  It  has  lx;en  often  re> 
marked,  that  in  his  poetical  pieces,  which  it  is  to  be 
r^rette<l  are  so  few,  because  so  excellent,  Iiis  style  is 
easier  than  in  his  prose.  There  i8  deception  in  this; 
it  is  not  easier,  hut  better  suited  to  the  dignity  of 
Terse ;  as  one  may  dance  with  grace,  whose  motions, 
in  ordinary  walking,  in  the  common  step,  are  awk- 
ward. He  had  a  constitutional  melancholy,  the  clouds 
of  which  darkened  the  brightness  of  his  fancy,  and 
gave  »  gloomy  cast  to  his  whole  course  of  thinking: 
yet,  though  grave  and  awful  in  his  deportment,  when 
he  thought  it  necessary  or  proper,  he  fre^iuently  iu- 
dulge<l  himself  in  pleasantry  and  sportive  sallies. 
He  was  prone  to  suiierstition,  but  not  to  credidity. 
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Tour  10  Though  his  iinnmiiation  inif^bl  incline  him  to  n 

]ief  of  the  marvellous  and  the  niyslerious,  liis  vigorous 
reason  cxaiiiiued  the  evideuoe  ^vitJi  Jexilousy.  lie  Lad 
a  loud  voice,  and  a  slow,  deliberate  utterance,  which 
no  doubt  gave  some  additional  weight  to  Uie  sterling 
metal  of  his  conversiition.  Lord  Pembroke  said  once 
to  me  at  Wilton,  with  a  happy  pleasantry,  and  some 
truth,  that  "  Ur.  Johnson's  sayings  wouhl  not  apiH^r 
so  extraordinai'y,  were  it  not  for  his  buw-icow  Hv/y." 
But  I  admit  the  truth  of  tliit  only  on  some  occasions. 
I'lie  Messiah  pl:i)  cd  upon  the  Canterbury  organ  Is 
more  sublime  tlian  when  played  upon  au  inferior 
instrument;  but  very  slight  niusick  will  seem  grand, 
when  conveyed  to  the  ear  through  that  majestick 
medium.  AXHiile,  therefore.  Dr.  .K)Iin.son'«  suyijigs  are 
read,  let  his  manner  be  taken  along  with  them.  L«t  it* 
however,  be  observed,  that  the  sayings  themselves  are 
generally  great;  that,  though  he  might  be  an  ordi- 
nary composer  at  times,  he  was  for  the  most  i>art  a 
Handel.  His  person  was  large,  robust,  I  nmy  say 
approaching  to  the  gigaiitick,  and  grown  unwieldy 
from  corpulency.  His  counteuauce  was  naturally  of 
the  cast  of  an  ancient  statue,  hut  somewhat  disligured 
by  the  scars  of  that  evil,  which,  it  was  formerly  ima- 
gined, the  royal  touch  could  cure.  He  was  now  in 
his  sLxty-fourth  yeai%  and  was  bocome  a  little  dull  of 
hearing.  His  sight  had  always  been  somewhat  weiik; 
yet,  so  much  does  mind  govern,  and  even  supply  the 
deficieticy  of  organs,  that  his  perceptions  were  uii' 
commonly  (piick  and  accurate.  His  he:id,  and  some- 
times also  his  l>ody,  shook  with  a  kind  of  motion  like 
the  effect  of  a  palsy:  he  appeared  to  be  frequeJilly 
disturbed   by  cramj>s,  or  convulsive  contractions',  of 

'  Such  (hejr  nppcMntl  to  mc ;  l)ui  *\nfe  iW  fint  cdlilon.  SJr  .lo»hiui  RnnoJdi 
hu  observed  u  me,  "  thu  l>r.  Johiuon'ti  exlnndlnarj-  gnture*  were  only 
lubib,  in  which  he  itidulgnl  hm>vtf  nl  ctTtnin  linm.  M'ht-n  in  mniiiwiy, 
when:  he  wu  i^nt  (!¥«.  nr  whcTi  (og«gi'<J  carncMlr  in  rnnTcnaiion,  )i«  nrver  gav* 
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the  nature  of  that  ilistcniiwr  calloti  St  Vitns's  ilanre.  Tmirio 
rie  wore  a  full  suit  of  plain  brown  clothes,  with 
twisted  hair-hiittons  of  tlie  same  colour,  a  large 
bushy  grayish  wig,  a  plain  shirt,  hlack  worsted 
stockings,  and  silver  hurhles.  Upon  this  tour,  when 
journeying,  he  wore  bootfii,  and  a  very  wide  brown 
cloth  great  coat,  with  pockets  «'hich  might  have 
ahiiost  held  the  two  volumes  of  his  folio  dictionary, 
and  he  carried  in  his  hand  a  large  English  oak  stick. 
Let  ine  not  be  censured  for  mentioning  such  minute 
partimlars:  every  thing  relative  to  so  great  a  man  is 
worth  observing.  I  remember  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in 
his  rhetorical  lectures  at  Glasgow,  told  us  he  was 
glad  to  kno\v '  that  Milton  wore  Litchets  in  his  shoes 
instead  of  buckles.  Wlien  I  mention  the  oak  stick, 
it  is  hut  letting  Hercules  have  liis  club;  and,  by  and 
by,  my  readers  tvill  find  this  stick  will  bud,  and  pro- 
duce n  good  joke. 

This  imperfect  sketch  of"  the  combination  and  the 
form"  of  that  wonderful  man,  whom  I  venerated  and 
loved  while  in  this  woHd,  and  after  whom  I  gaze 
wfith  humble  hojie,  now  that  it  lias  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  call  him  to  a  better  world,  will  serve  to  in- 
troduce to  the  fancy  of  my  readers  the  capital  (d)ject 
of  the  following  jourual,  in  the  course  of  which  I 
trust  tliey  will  attain  to  a  considerable  degree  of 
aci|iiaintance  with  him. 

His  prejudice  against  Scotland  was  announced  al- 
most as  Boon  as  he  began  to  apj>ear  in  the  world  of 


wKf  u  tudi  bktuu,  which  pTOTe*  thit  ihey  were  not  Involunurf."  I  Mill, 
WHU,  thtrh,  lliM  llirRB  ((.wtuiw  were  hmilunlMT-;  for  surely  had  not  llui 
CB  tht  <■•«,  he  wMild  htrr  rcvtnlncd  them  In  the  publkk  «trGci«. — Uo&veli.. 

|ljBr  nAfi  *nl-  !•    p.  21(1,  Sir  .foshua'n  retMriirif;  «t  luivi  niJinithKiuHlliift 

vUdl.  it  moH  the  l»ciui  npininn  that  ihnc  gi-Ktiins  wire  ihc  cmiMijuencv  of 

merwamt  aAtctiou,  anil  not  of  uklc  or  habit. — li-o.] 

*  ITIw  ««■  aa  Vy*i  diacotirry  ;  ihc  Tuliinn  of  shoi^buckkH  wm  lonj;  pAsUriot 
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Toiirio  Ifttors.     In  his  "  Lonilun,    a  poem,  are  the  follow'-" 
ing  nervous  hues: 


**  For  vbo  would  Inve,  unbribcd,  IIIhenii«*»  ktid  r 
Or  ctunti^c  the  tocks  of  JwiImwI  Tor  thv  Sinmd  ? 
Tbcic  none  arc  si*cpt  by  auddcn  fmte  away ; 
Rut  all,  whom  hun^r  njijucjs  with  agr  dccsjr." 


The  truth  is,  like  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans 
he  allowed  hiniKeU"  to  h>«k  npfni  all  nations  hut  his 
ovra  as  barbarians ;  not  only  Hibernia,  and  Scotland^ 
hut  Spain,  Italy,  and  France,  are  attacked  in  the 
same  poem.  If  he  was  particularly  prejudiced 
against  the  Scots,  it  was  because  they  were  more  in 
his  way;  because  he  thought  their  success  in  Eng- 
land rather  exceeded  the  due  pro|>ortion  of  their  real 
merit;  and  because  lie  could  not  but  see  iu  them 
that  nationality  which  I  believe  no  liberal-rainded 
Scotsman  will  tleny.  He  was  indeed,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  ])hrasc,  at  buttuni  much  of  a  Jolin  liuW  ; 
much  of  a  blunt  true-born  Kiiglishman.  There  was 
a  stratum  of  common  clay  under  the  rock  of  niai'ble. 
He  wail  voraciously  fond  of  gootl  eating;  and  he  had 
a  great  deal  of  that  (quality  called  iiuinoui%  which 
gives  an  uilinesH  and  a  glotis  to  every  other  quality.    H 

I  am,  I  flatter  myself,  completely  a  citizen  of  the 
world.  In  my  travels  through  Holland,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Italy,  Corsica,  France,  I  never  felt 
myself  from  home;  and  I  sincerely  love  " emery ^ 
kindred  and  tiingue  and  people  and  nation."  I  sub- 
scribe to  wliat  my  late  tnily  learned  and  philosophical 
friend  Mr.  Crosbie  said,  that  the  Englisli  are  belter 
animals  than  the  Scots;  they  are  nearer  the  sun; 
their  l)lood  is  richer,  and  more  inellou' :  but  when  I 
humour  any  of  them  iu  an  outrageous  contempt  of 
Scotland,  I  fairly  own  I  treat  them  as  children.  And 


1773.— «TAT.  6*. 


USD 


tJiHs  ]  have,  at  some  moments,  found  myself  oblim-d  Tourio 
til  treat  even  Dr.  Junnsun. 

To  Seoilaiid,  however,  he  ventured ;  and  he  re- 
turned from  it  in  great  good  humour,  witli  his  pre- 
judices much  lessened,  aud  with  very  grateful  feel- 
ings of  the  hoi>i)itaIity  with  which  he  was  treated ; 
as  is  evident  from  that  admirable  work,  his  "  Journey 
io  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland,"*  which,  to  my 
utter  astonishment,  has  been  misapprehended,  even 
to  rancmir,  by  many  of  my  countrymen. 

To  have  the  company  of  Chambers  aud  Scott,  he 
delayed  liis  jouniey  so  long,  that  the  court  of  session, 
which  rises  on  the  11th  of  August,  was  broke  up 
before  he  got  to  Edinburgh. 

On  Saturday  the  14th  of  August,  177'J,  late  in  the 
creoing,  I  received  a  note  from  him,  that  he  "Wim  ar- 
rived at  Hoyd'H  inn  \  at  the  head  of  the  Canon-gate. 

*'  ^Aiunliy  night. 
"  Mr.  Johnson  sends  hi«  compliments  to  Mr.  Buswtll,  hv'mg 
jort  ■rrivcd  at  Boyd'i*." 

I  went  to  him  directly.  lie  embraced  jne  cordially; 
and  I  exulted  in  the  thought  that  I  now  had  him 
actually  in  Calwlonia.  Mr.  Scott's  amiable  mau- 
ners.  and  attachment  to  our  Socrates,  at  once  united 
me  to  him.  He  told  mc  tliat  before  I  came  in,  the 
doctor  had  unluckily  had  a  bad  specimen  of  Scottish 
cleanliness.  He  then  drank  no  fermented  liquor. 
He  asked  to  have  his  lemonade  made  sweeter;  upon 
which  the  waiter,  with  Iiis  greasy  fingers,  lifted  a 
hirap  of  sugar,  and  put  it  into  it.  The  doctor,  in 
indignation,  threw  it  out  of  the  window.  Scott  said 
he  was  afraid  he  woiUd  have  knockwl  the  waiter 
down  *.      Mr.   Johnson    [has  since]    told   me   that 

■i^  iir  tile  While  florv.      Ft  cantinued  «  place  from  which  OMcfttl 

Awt  tfll  ihe  end  of  the  eiohtei-nih  railurr ;   soine  twelve  ar  flfWn 

I  h  wu  *  rairitfV  inn,  ud  nas  since  been  ndd  unwonliy  evm  of  ihat 

UtiiiNltlicRipn  in  taken  down,  ft  wosabsK  tHivt).— Wai.TChScoTT.) 

["The  bouf^"  jay*  Lonl  Stowcll,  "  wm  kept  by  a  wmnan,  ami  >hc  wu 
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Tijf' I*  ^^^^^  another  trick  was  playetl  him  at  the  house  of 


iicbria. 


was  piayetl  mm  at  tne  House  ot  a 
lady  in  Paris '.     lie  was  to  do  me  the  honour   to 
lodge  under  my  roof.     I  regretted  sincerely  that  I 
had  not  also  a  room  for  Mr.  Scott.     Mr.  Johnson 
and  I  walked  arm-in-ann  up  the  High-street,  to  my 
house  in  James*s-court-:  it  was  a  dusky  night:  I 
could  not  prevent  his  t>eing  assailed  hy  the  evening 
effluvia  of  Edinburgh.     I  beard  a  late  baronet,  of 
some  distinction  in  tlie  political  world  in  the  bejj^n- 
uing  of  the  present  reign,  observe,  that  *'  walking 
tlie  streets  of  Kdinburgli  at  night  was  pretty  i^erilous, 
and  a  good  deal  odoriferous.*'     The  peril  is  much 
abated  by  the  care  which  the  magistrates  have  taken 
to  enforce  the  city  laws  against  throwing  foid  water 
from  the  windows;  but,  from  the  structure  of  the 
houses  in  the  old  town,  which  consist  of  many  stories, 
in  each  of  which  a  diftercnt  family  lives,  and  there 
being  no  covered  sewers,  the  utlour  KtiU  continues. 
A  zealous  Scotsman  would  have  wished  Mr.  John- 
son to  be  without  one  of  his  five  senses  upon  this 
occasion.     As  we  marched  slowly  along,  he  grumbled 
in  my  ear,  "  I  smell  you  in  the  dark  I"     But  he  ac- 
knowledged that  the  breadth  of  the  street,  and  the 
loftiness  of  the  buildings  on  each  side,  made  a  noble 
apjiearance. 

My  wife  had  lea  ready  for  him,  which  it  is  well 
known  he  delighted  to  drink  at  all  hours,  particularly 
when  sitting  up  late,  and  of  which  his  able  defence 
against  Mr.  Joniw  Hanway  kIiouUI  have  obtained  him 
a  magnificent  reward  from  the  East  India  company. 
He  showed  much  complacency  U|)on  finding  that  the 

called  Lfffflc,  which  it  sccma  u  vyDonyniouk  lo  doodii.  in  KoftUniL  U  «  flat, 
tliQiight  ihc  a|>[)«lLitli>n  v«y  iruip)im)iTi«L-,  ami  ihai  Untncky  »<>iilJ  have  h-^ax 
better,  for  Duclor  Jahfi*on  had  a  mind  to  h«vc  thrown  the  wuicr,  u  ikQ  as  ihe 
leitiooadc,  out  of  the  winduw."— lin.] 

'  (Sep  pifrf,  Nov.  177'' Ki'  ] 

*  [**  BmwcU,'*  Or.  Johnson  wriut,  "  hw  Tcry  hiuidiUMiwand  vpueknu  nmns, 
Icvff  with  the  groutui  ut  vnt  •ide  of  tlie  houw,  and  on  ihe  other  four  Morioi 
bigli."—  Uti.  X.  IOJI.—  Kd.) 
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unstress  of  the  house  was  .so  attentive  to  his  singular  Tour  to 
habit ;  and  as  no  man  could  be  more  polite  when  he 
chotic  to  I>e  80,  his  address  to  her  was  most  courteous 
and  engaging ;  and  hh  coiiversiition  souii  charmed 
her  Into  a  forgetfiilness  of  his  external  appearance. 

I  did  not  bt^in  to  keep  a  regular  full  journal  till 
M>me  days  after  we  had  set  out  from  E<linburgh ; 
but  I  have  luckily  preserved  a  good  many  fragments 
of  bis  Memorabilia  from  his  very  first  evening  in 
Scotland. 

We  had  a  little  Ijefore  this  had  a  trial  for  murder, 
ill  which  the  judges  had  allowed  the  lapse  of  twenty 
renn  einee  its  comniission  as  a  plea  in  bar,  in  con- 
formity with  the  doctrine  of  prescription  in  the  civil 
law,  which  Scotland  and  several  other  countries  in 
EurojMi  have  adopted'.  lie  at  first  disapproved  of 
this;  but  then  he  tbouglit  there  was  something  in  it 
if  ibere  had  been  for  twenty  years  a  neglect  to  prt^ 
aecute  a  crime  which  was  known.  He  would  not 
allow  that  a  murder,  by  not  being  discovered  for 
twenty  years,  should  escape  punishment  ^Ve  talked 
of  the  ancient  trial  by  duel.  He  did  not  think  it  so 
absurd  as  is  generally  supposed ;  "  For,"  said  he, 
••  it  was  only  allowed  when  the  question  was  in 
rauilibrio,  as  when  one  affirmed  and  another  denied; 
and  they  had  a  notion  that  Providence  would  inter- 
fere in  favour  of  him  who  was  in  the  right.  But 
as  it  was  found  that  in  a  duel,  he  who  was  in  the 
ri|ibt  bad  not  a  better  chance  than  he  wlio  was  in 
the  WTong,  therefore  society  instituted  the  present 
mode  of  trial,  and  gave  the  advantage  to  him  who  is 
in  the  right." 

We  sat  till  near  two  in  the  uiorning,  having  chat- 
tel a  good  while  after  my  wife  left  us.  She  had  in- 
sisted that  to  show  all  respect  to  the  sage  she  would 

■  iSoc  pott,  2Sd  Augitst,  1773.— Ud.  J 
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give  up  her  own  becichainber  to  him,  ami  take  a 
worse.  This  I  caniint  but  gratefully  mention  as  one 
of  a  thousand  oblifj^ations  uliich  I  owe  her,  since  the 
great  obligation  of  her  being  pleasetl  to  accept  of  nie 
as  her  husband. 

Sunday,  15th  August. — Mr.  Scott  came  to  break- 
fast, at  which  I  intro(luce<I  to  Ur  Johnson,  aiul  him. 
my  friend  Sir  William  Forbes,  now  of  Pitsligo',  a  man 
of  whom  too  much  good  cannot  be  said,  who,  with 
distinguished  abilities  and  application  in  his  pro- 
fession of  a  banker,  is  at  once  a  good  companion  and 
a  gooil  christian,  which  I  tliink  is  saying  eimugh. 
Yet  it  is  but  justice  to  record,  that  once,  when  he 
was  in  a  dangerous  illness,  he  was  watched  with  the 
anxious  appreliension  of  a  general  cidaniity  ;  day  and 
night  his  house  was  beset  with  affectionate  inquiries, 
and,  upon  his  recovery.  Te  Deum  was  the  universal 
chorus  from  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  jiluased  with  my  daughter  Vero- 
nica %  Itien  a  child  of  about  four  months  old.  She 
had  the  appearance  of  listening  to  him.  His  motions 
Feemed  to  her  to  be  intended  for  her  amusement ; 
and  when  he  slopjK'd  she  iluttereil,  and  luudc  a  little 
infautine  noise,  and  a  kind  of  signal  for  liim  to  b^iu 


>  [This  mpecublc  bRTOocc,  who  publiabed  a  Li£t  o(  BfiatUi!>,  dkd  ta  18UI,  at 
the  Hff  of  sixiy.«ij|^)L— -El).] 

■  The  ulni't  mtnc  of  V'enmic*  wu  Introdueed  Inio  our  Ounilv  itirough  an 
fntJL  gnadtaothetVemmrA,  (  otiniciei  of  KincaMlnr,  a  Dutch  Imv  of  the  noble 
ftdtiM:  of  Smntnelsdyck.  erf  which  there  L«  k  full  ■ecoimt  in  Bb^Ib**  IHcdgtury. 
The  ranifl]-  had  once  ■  \mn.a]y  riKht  la  Surinani.  Tht  gmcmoc  of  that  )rul». 
inctil  was  appo'muil  liy  the  nlaltn  general,  the  tawn  of  AiinlcidKin,  and  Som- 
Virl<HtyrV.  'I'iir  italm  gmnitl  hnrc  acijuiicd  Sonm^clMlycli'B  ii|jht ;  but  ihe 
frnilljr  liu  «(in  great  dignity  and  <H>ulcncc,  and  by  inu-nnarna^cs  b  connected 
Tith  many  other  notile  fainilin.  when  1  wu  at  the  llaeue,  I  wm  rooarcd 
with  all  Ow  aflrcttim  of  kindred.  The  pment  BonimdiidycK  had  an  EmporUtit 
tiuitge  in  the  K)^ubUc,  and  is  u  worthy  a  man  u  lives.  Ilo  hai  bunound  idc 
rith  hiscormpondcncc  tor  tlirse  twenty  yaart.    My  ervu  giundfather,  lb*  hiM> 

'  Imnd  of  Counten  Venmln,  ww  Alexuida,  Enil  ofKinwditK,  ^ai  cinincni 
nyatiat  whone  duuact4ir  u  gireti  by  Bunwt  in  hi*  **  Uuilory  ol'  hu  own  Tlmca** 
Fr^ni  hini  the  liluoil  nf  Bnirv  Hnwi  in  my  vcin-i.     ()f  Kucti  ani-cstry  who  wihiU 

'  Dot  bo  proud  ?  And  u  "  Nihil  cat,  niu'  hoc  kuI  alter*'  a  pcniiiarly  mir  of 
fteiicalogy,  who  would  ruH  be  glad  to  nciic  a  fair  o]>|iartunity  to  let  it  he  luwwtt  * 

— Bo^WELI.. 
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neaiD.     fehe  would  be  held  dose  to  bun,  winch  was  Touno 
a  proof,  from  simple  nature,  that  his  figure  was  not 
honid.     Her   tbudaess  for  him   endeared    her  still 
more  to  me,  and  I  declared  she  should  have  five 
hundred  pounds  of  additional  fortune. 

We  talkfd  of  the  practice  of  the  law.  Sir  William 
Forbes  said,  he  thought  an  lionest  lawyer  should 
oever  undertake  a  cause  which  he  was  satisfied  was  uot 
a  Just  one.  "  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Johnson,  **a  lawyer  has 
no  business  with  the  justice  or  injustice  of  llie  cause 
which  he  undertakes^  uidess  his  client  asks  liis  opi- 
nion, and  then  he  is  hound  to  give  it  honestly.  'J^he 
joHtice  or  injustice:  of  the  cause  is  to  be  decided  by 
ibe  judaje.  Consider,  sir,  what  is  the  piupose  of 
cuurt£  of  justice?  It  is.  that  every  man  may  have 
his  cause  fairly  tried,  by  men  api>ointcd  to  try  causes. 
A  lawyer  is  nut  to  tell  what  he  knows  to  lie  a  lie  :  lie 
is  not  to  produce  what  he  knows  to  be  a  false  deed; 
but  he  is  not  to  usurp  the  province  of  the  jury  imd 
of  the  judge,  and  determine  what  shall  be  the  effect 
oi  eridenoe, — what  shall  be  tlie  result  of  legal  argu- 
ment. As  it  rarely  h.ippens  that  a  man  is  fit  to 
picfad  his  own  cause,  lawyers  iire  a  class  of  tlie  eom- 
munity  who,  by  stutly  and  experience,  have  aapiirfd 
the  art  and  power  of  arranging  evidence,  and  of  ap- 
plying to  the  poinU  at  issue  what  the  law  has  >*etlled. 
A  lawyer  is  to  do  for  his  client  all  that  his  client 
might  fairly  do  for  himself,  if  he  could.  If,  by  a 
superiority  of  attention,  of  knowledge,  of  skill,  and  a 
better  method  of  comnmnicatiun,  he  I)a.s  tlie  advan- 
tAge  of  his  adversar}',  it  is  an  advantage  to  which  he 
is  entitled.  There  must  always  be  some  advantage, 
on  one  side  or  other;  and  it  is  Iwtter  tlmla<lvantagc 
&liould  be  had  by  talents  than  by  chance.  If  lawyers 
were  tu  undertake  no  causes  till  thev  were  sure 


Tmir  to  a  trial  of  his  claim,  though,  were  it  judicially  ex- 
amiiitMl,  it  might  Iw  found  a  vt'ry  Just  dnim."  This 
was  sound  practical  doctrine,  and  rationally  repressed 
a  too  refined  scrupulosity  of  couscience. 

Emigration  was  at  this  time  a  common  topic  of 
discourse.  Dr.  Johnsou  regretted  it  as  hurtful  to 
human  happiness :  "  For/'  s;iid  he,  ''  it  spreads  man- 
kind, which  weakens  the  defence  of  a  nation,  and 
lessens  the  comfort  of  living.  Men,  thinly  scattered, 
make  a  shift,  but  a  bad  shift,  without  many  things. 
A  smith  is  ten  miles  off";  they  *11  do  without  a  nail 
or  H  staple.  A  tailor  is  far  from  them ;  they  '11  bot^-h 
their  own  clothes.  It  is  being  concentrated  which 
produces  high  convenience." 

Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  aitd  I,  accompanied 
Mr.  Johnson  to  the  chajwl,  founded  by  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Smith,  for  the  service  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. The  Rev.  Mr.  Carre,  the  senior  clergyman, 
preached  from  these  words,  "  Kecause  the  Lord 
reigneth,  let  the  earth  be  glad."  1  was  sorry  to  think 
Mr.  Johnson  did  not  attend  to  the  sermon,  Afr. 
Carres  low  voice  not  being  strong  enough  to  reach 
his  hearing.  A  selection  of  Mr.  Carre's  sermons  has 
since  his  death  been  published  by  Sir  William  Forljes, 
and  the  world  has  acknowledgeil  their  uncommon 
merit.  I  am  well  assured  Lord  Mansfield  has  pro- 
nounced them  to  be  excellent. 

Mere  I  obtained  a  promise  from  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Oiile,  that  he  would  dine  at  my  house  next  day.  I 
pR-sented  Mr.  Jolinson  to  his  lordship,  who  politely- 
said  to  hhn,  "  I  have  not  the  honour  of  knowing 
you ;  but  I  hope  for  it,  and  to  see  you  at  my  house. 
1  am  to  wait  on  you  to-morrow."  This  respectable 
Knglish  judge  will  be  long  remembered  in  Scotland, 
where  he  built  an  elegant  house,  and  lived  in  it  mag- 
nificently. His  own  ample  fortune,  with  the  addition 


I 
I 


of  his  salary,  enabled  him  to  be  splendidly  hospitable.  Tom  lo 
It  may  Ik*  fortunate  fur  an  individual  amongst  our- 
selves to  be  lord  chief  baron,  and  a  most  worthy 
nian '  now  has  the  office ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
lielter  for  Scotland  in  general,  that  some  of  our  i)ub- 
lick  employments  should  l>e  filled  by  gentlemen  of 
diiFtiDctiou  from  the  south  side  of  tlie  Tweed,  as  we 
hflive  the  benefit  of  promotion  in  England.  Such  au 
interchange  would  make  a  beneficial  mixture  of  man- 
iH?rs,  and  render  our  union  more  complete.  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Orde  was  on  good  tenns  with  us  all,  in 
a  narrow  country,  filled  wiili  jarring  interests  and 
keen  parties ;  and,  though  I  well  knew  his  opinion 
to  be  the  same  with  my  o\mi,  he  kept  himself  aloof 
at  a  Tery  critical  j)eriod  indeed,  when  the  Dtmglas 
catisc  shook  the  sacred  Becurity  of  birthright  in  Scot- 
land to  its  foundation ;  a  cause,  which  had  it  hap- 
pened before  the  union,  when  there  was  no  appeal  to 
a  Uriti^h  House  of  Lords,  would  have  left  the  great 
fortress  of  honours  and  of  property  in  ruins'. 

When  we  got  home.  Dr.  Johnson  desired  to  see 
my  books.  He  took  down  Ogden's  Sermons  on 
I'rayer,  on  whicli  1  set  a  very  high  value,  having 
been  much  edified  by  them,  and  he  retired  with  them 
lo  his  room.  He  did  not  stay  long,  but  soon  joined 
us  in  the  drawing-room.  I  jiresented  to  him  Mr. 
Kobert  Arbuthnot ',  a  relation  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 

^  f  Jiin«B  Monrgotnti?,  crwcd  t  bironct  In  1801,  on  his  migtudon  oTthe 
■Acvaf^irf  hwon. — Eii.) 

•  |It  muai  be  TTcnlWtird  that  Air  Roswdl  wu  not  only  conawl,  but  a  violent 
frtJMB  ia  thii  cause.  There  wu.  in  fact,  no  attsmpt  k  '•  ahAking  the  sacred 
■  ■'■rlrj  of  bitlli'i^lil."  The  i|tji»tioD  wan,  ''  /<>  ahom  tlic  tiiithriglii  bclonsn) ; 
dwi  t»,  whether  Mr.  I>augUs  wu  or  vu  not  the  vm  o(  those  he  attkS  hia 
btim  utal  mother. — ^d  1 

>  [  Rnbcit  Aitiuilinot.  F:«q.  ww  itennary  to  the  himrcl  of  tniatees  for  the  en- 
>— fMwiiCTil  of  the  *m  oad  iii«iiif»nuie*  of  iScotUnd ;  in  thU  oftkc  he  «u  sue. 
tmeAm  by  hi«  wn  WUliAm.  Ii>rd  provost  of  Edinburgh  whiti  King  George 
Ac  Foaflh  visitcil  ScutlMtd,  who  was  mule  a  baronoi  on  ihu  occsiiion,  and  ha* 
btol]'  died  ntuch  lamented.     Both  Athcr  anil  nu  vac  scconplubcd  gtiotlctiKn, 

~  alq^urt  idulata. — Waltek  £(coTT.| 
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Arbiitlinot,  and  a  man  of  literature  and  taste.  To 
him  we  were  obliged  for  a  previous  reeommendation, 
which  secured  us  a  very  agreeabic  reception  at  St. 
AiKlrews,  and  which  Dr.  .rohiisoii,  in  his  **  Journey," 
ascribes  to  '*  some  invi.si!)le  friend." 

Of  Ur.  Beattic,  Mr.  Johnson  said,  "Sir,  he  has 
written  hkc  a  man  conscious  of  the  truth,  and  feel- 
ing his  own  strength.  Treating  your  ailversary  with 
respect,  is  giving  him  an  advantage  to  which  he  is 
not  entitled.  The  greatest  part  of  men  cannot 
judge  of  reasoning,  and  are  impresse<l  by  character ; 
■o  that,  if  you  allow  your  adversary  a  respectable 
character,  they  will  think,  that  though  you  differ 
from  him.  yim  may  he  in  the  wrong.  Sir,  treating 
your  adversary  with  respect,  is  striking  soft  in  a 
ittle.  And  as  to  Hume,  a  man  who  has  so  much 
conceit  as  to  tell  all  niaiikiml  that  they  have  been 
bubbled  for  ages,  and  he  is  the  wise  man  who  sees 
better  than  they — a  man  who  has  so  little  scnijmlo- 
sity  as  to  venture  to  oppose  those  principles  which 
have  been  thought  necessary  to  human  happiness — 
is  he  to  be  sxirpriscd  if  another  man  comes  and  laughs 
at  him  ?  If  he  is  the  great  man  he  thinks  himself, 
nit  this  cannot  hurt  him :  it  is  like  throwing  peas 
against  a  rock."  He  adde<l  "something  nuich  loo 
rough,"  lH)lh  as  to  Mr.  IIume*s  head  and  heart, 
which  I  suppress'.  Violence  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
suitable  to  the  christian  cause.  Besides^  I  always 
lived  on  good  tentis  with  Mr.  Hume,  though  I  have 
frankly  told  him,  I  was  not  clear  that  it  uas  right 
4U  me  to  keep  company  with  him.     "But,"  said  I, 


■  [Tl  luKjr  be  tuppoted  tl»t  k  wu  wbwImu  like  wbu.  Mru  Piooi  ivUtn 
fibmt  hr  wkl  o(  >n  eminent  inSild,  wbme  nunc  the  doa  not  give,  bui  wh<i  ww 

Ebabljr  either  Hume  nr  Ciibtmn  {Malonc  thought  Oibbtm).     *' Vou  will  u 
X,'*  Mill  MKiir  imc.   *'sUov  liiiu  Uic  iHiHtrrrt."    ".fiiM  cniuj|cli."  r7|»lic()  the 
doctor,  "  to  ligbt  him  to  bcU.'  — i'ioxii't  Anecdote*,  p.  72. — Ec  | 
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"  how  much  lietter  are  you  than  your  books !"     He  J.'T,'^ 
was  rheerfuK  oblifjing,  and  instructive ;  he  was  chari- 
table to  the  poor ;  and  many  an  agreeable  hour  have 
I  passed  with  him.      I   have  preserved  some  enter- 
taining and  interesting  memoirs  of  him,  particularly 
n-faeu  he  knew  himself  to  be  dying,  which  I  may 
some  time  or  other  co)nnmnicate  to  the  world.     I 
shall  not,  however,  extol  him  so  very  highly  as  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  does,   who   says,  in   a  letter  to  Mr. 
Strahan,  the  printer  (not  a  confidential  letter  to  his 
friend,  but  a  letter  which    is   imblished  '  with  all 
formality):  '*  Upon  the  whole,  I  have  always  consi- 
derc<l  him,  both  in  his  lifetime  and  since  his  death, 
as  approaching  as  nearly  to  tlie  idea  of  a  jwrfectly 
wise  and   virtuous  man  as  perhaps  the   nature  of 
human  frailty  will  permit."    Let  Dr.  Smith  cousider, 
"Was  not  Mr.  Hume  blest  with  good   health,  good 
spirits,  good  friends,  a  competent  and  increasing  for- 
tune?    And  had  he  not  also  a  ]>erpetual  feast  of 
fame?     But,  as  a  learned  friend  lias  observed  to  me, 
"  What  ti*ials  did  he  undergo,  to  prove  the  perfection 
of  his  virtue?      Did  he  ever  experience  any  great 
instance  of  adversity?"     When  I  read  this  sentence, 
delivered  by  my  old  professor  of  moral  philosophy,  I 


'  TTii»  Irtlrr,  ihocttih  RlTAdrrnl  by  (he  »1iarp  «h<«  nf  Dr.  Home  of  Oxford's 
vil.  In  tlu-  cbKntcCcT  of  "  One  of  the  People  callnl  ClirMiiunt,"  \a  >iiil  pcclitcd 
M  Sir-  HuitM-'a  ekuUcnt  UUlOry  M'  Kn^Und,  likt  a  ;H>i>r  invaJiiJ  nii  ihc  jiiqiirt 
pimrd,  or  Like  ■  liM  of  ijiiock  mediciiM^s  uiltl  by  the  same  bookfti'ller,  by  whom  a 
vork  of  vlutcrcr  Daiurc  is  ptibluhcd ;  for  it  hm  no  cocntxiOD  wtih  his  lllnorj^ 
IbI  It  have  «4iBtilnmy«i(hwh*t«ivcalIcflhisPtiilLMi]ihiiixJ  >Vork->.  A  niiiiliy 
fiticnd  of  mtiK  in  l>oailnn  wu  Jwrly  consulted  by  h  lu^y  of  (juuliiy,  of  most  di. 
tdnguahed  uifrit,  whnt  wu  the  best  Untarf  of  England  for  her  son  tn  mul. 
MjfiiBid  rmmimmJn)  Ilume'v  But  u|>«ii  nx-^ilk-ctinc  that  its  u»hcr  wan  a 
MipqtatiK  paiKg)Tick  on  nnr,  who  rnd(-avouri.il  lo  up  nic  credit  of  our  hoi; 
fr'yrTTi.  be  ivroked  his  ivcoiiiinendatioB.  I  am  rrally  aorry  fur  ihii>  Mtcnuiiotu 
alBima  ;  bconiw  I  admire  *'  Thi7  THu-ury  «f  Mural  IStTiii[naita>"  and  value  the 
jMUl  of  **  An  Inquby  into  the  Nature  and  C«UKt  <^  the  Wiallli  of 
Vby  ahould  luch  a  vrrilvr  be  no  fm^i-u'ii)  of  human  oomfon,  la  Ut 


gf«e  any  n>untciuuicc  to  that  dreary  mfidelity  which  would  **  make  ns  poor  in- 
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I'ould  not  help  exclaiming  with  the  Psalmist,  "Surely 
I  have  now  more  uniierstandiiig  than  my  teachers!" 
^Vhile  we  were  talking,  there  came  a  note  lo  lue 
from  Dr.  William  Uobertson. 

"  Dbab  aiB, — I  have  bcm  expecting  every  day  to  hear  from 

|_j'ou  of  Dr.  Johnson's  arrival.      Fray,  what  do  yoii  know  about 

his  tnotiuntt  ?     I  lon^  to  take  him  by  the  hand.     I  write  Uiis 

froni  the  college,  where  1  have  only  this  scrap  of  paper.     Ever 

yours,  "  W.  R. 

"  Sunday." 

It  pleased  me  to  find  Dr.  Robertson  thus  eager  to 
meet  Dr.  Johnson.     I  waj*  glad  I  could  answer  that 
[he  was  come;  and  I  begged  Dr.  Robertson  might  be 
with  us  as  soon  as  he  could. 

Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 

and  another  gentleman,  dined  with  us,     "  Come,  Dr. 

I  Johnson,"  said  I,  "  it  is  commonly  thought  that  our 

[veal  in  Scotland  is  not  good.     Rut  here  is  some  which 

J  l)elievu  you  will  like."    There  was  no  catching  him. 

'Johnson.  "Why,  sir,  what  is  commonly  thought,  I 

should  take  to  be  true.      Vour  real  may  be  good ; 

but  that  will  only  be  an  exception   to  the  general 

opinion,  iu>t  a  proof  ;)gainst  it." 

Dr.  Robertson,  according  to  the  custom  of  Edin- 
burgh at  that  time,  dined  in  the  inter^'al  between  the 
forenoon  and  afternoon  senice,  which  was  then  later 
th.nn  now ;  so  we  had  not  the  pleasure  of  his  company 
til  dinner  was  over,  when  he  came  and  drank  wine 
with  us;  and  then  began  some  animated  dialogue, 
of  which  here  follows  a  pretty  full  note. 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Burke.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he 
had  great  variety  of  knowledge,  store  of  imagery, 
copiousness  of  language.  Robertson.  "  He  has 
wit  too."  Johnson.  "No,  sir;  he  never  succeeds 
there.     *T'm  low ;  'tis  conceit.     I  used  to  say,  Burke 


never  once  made  a  good  joke  '.     What  I  most  cn\  y 
Burke  for  is*  bis  being  coustantly  the  same.     He  is 
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■  mi  w  one  of  ibe  poinu  upon  which  Dr.  .'ohniwin  wh  Htritngplr  hctcnxlov. 
F«r  wnly  Mr.  Barhe,  with  his  othtf  reniarliible  quaUiin,  it  tlao  tliiitirguichtd 
fhrbbvit,  uid  fca  wit  ofkll  kiiidatoD;  Dot  inetdy  ihalpowunfUuguBgc  which 

FnfL  d»OOM»  lO  ikflMItilialc  wit : 

**  True  wit  u  Nature  la  ailvuiloge  dre»it'd  ; 

M'hnt  oft  whK  thciughi,  but  tic'ft  ao  well  expreis'd:" 

watf^da^  iDuiioiu,  brilliant  »11m:k  of  vivkciijr,  and  plcwunt  concHu.  Ili« 
Id  putumcnt  are  wrrwctl  wiili  ibcm.  Take,  for  IrMiuie*,  ibc  mtiety 
wkicil  be  hu  ^TCD  in  hb  wide  nage,  yet  exact  detail,  when  vxhiliiung  hi»  re. 
iMm  MIL  And  lib  canTOMlkm  abound*  in  wit.  l.rt  inr  put  down  u  ii|iccniicn.  I 
Mid  faun  I  hadaceit,ata  Hue  *ta--IHmr  t^f^mhiy,  a  nuiulMTof  liidLCH>itlin({tDund 
&  wonbj  umI  lall  frit:ndDrDurft{.Mr.L<u!{;tu(i).IIisl«itTif;  toWiliicratutv.  *' Ay." 
■■mI  tte,  ^hkeiDttid'*  rouud  a. May-pule."  I  lolil  him,  1  liacL  t'ouitd  nut  a  perfect 
Arfnilion  of  human  iuiuk,  a*  diktinguMied  Froin  the  aninuil.  An  ancient 
iJiilii^liliii  umI,  n-.*i)  WBi "  o  iwo-lqggnl  aoiiual  ^iihoul  fnithm  ;**  upon  which 
bii  vivml  mwc  bad  a  cnck  plucked  b«fv,  and  M-t  iiiii)  down  iii  the  school  before 
■B  lilt  dk^dM.  u  a  '* phijoaophlck  man"  Dr.  FrAnklin  Niid,  man  was  *■• 
•MiL^iiakinft  sniiiAl,"  whii'b  U  very  weO  ;  for  no  ^'niuiol  but  niati  makra  a  thing, 
bf  OMHU  of  whirb  he  can  make  arntbcr  thing.  But  thiH  applies  to  very  few  ol 
lb*  «p«cIct  My  definition  of  mail  [a,  "  a  cuukint;  miiinal-"  The  liriutB  ha¥e 
aaemutj,  jud^ncnt,  and  all  lh«  narnlties  at  d  paMiom  of  our  mird.  In  n  certain 
AqfTR :  bat  no  beast  is  a  rook.  The  trick  of  the  moakcy  using  the  ck'h  pnw 
ta  Mas  •  dwaHiut  ia  only  a  piece  of  ohrewd  nialioc  in  that  turpiuivta  bdiUiy 
vhkb  bnaalda  ua  «o  »adly  by  iln  sinttlaHly  lo  u^  Mau  alone  can  dn-M  a  good 
dkib  I  BBd  <Tnry  man  whatever  is  more  oi  lest  a  cook,  in  Masoning  what  he  nini> 
idf  —  ■  "  Voar  drfinitiaii  is  good,"  said  Mr.  Burk^  "  and  I  now  ,kv  il;e  full 
tevrflf  ibc  comnjon  pTOVi;rb,  ^Thctr  in  rcaum  in  rosKling  ofcgt^s.*"  When 
31  r.  'H*3k(i.ifi  bladwra  of  tumultuous  oppo*itioi),  wat  bonie  upon  the  oliouldcr* 
nf  the  mob,  Mr.  Butkc  (u  !IIt.  U'ilkcs  iiild  me  lilntulf,  wit^i  cha^ical  udmim. 
risB)  ijipBcd  to  him  what  Harace  luiy*  of  FindAr, 


Lloc  K^lulii" 


.  nniN^rUque  ferCur 


_  Jfwtina  Reynold),  who  agrees  with  me  cnurciT  as  to  Mr.  Burke's  fertility 

if  wti.  Mid,  thai  ihti  wu  "  dignifying  a  pun."  lie  alao  observed,  ihat  he  hu 
^Wn  Iwatd  Buikc  say,  in  the  coui^  of  an  enromg,  tm  good  thing*,  caeh  of 
vlAAvmitd  hare  scrTcd  a  noud  wit  (whoni  he  naiiiod)  to  live  upon  for  a  twelve- 


I  Ind,  Mn«  die  (omter  edition,  that  latnc  persons  hare  obji-clcd  to  tiK  in. 
aUm  which  I  have  gircn  of  .Mr.  llurke's  wit,  an  nut  dain^  juatitx  lo  my  vny 
llMiiiinna  friend ;  the  spcdmcfi*  produced  having,  it  It  sllfgcd,  more  of  concetl 
(ban  n^  wit,  ami  hvtiig  iiKrely  !i|)ortive  ulltes  uf  the  moment,  not  justifylrg 
die  flocosiuiu  which  ihcy  think,  witli  me,  lie  uniloubtnlly  iucrtl«.  I  was  wcQ 
nsK,  how  buardous  it  was  to  eiihibit  particular  instance*  of  wit.  wlildi  ia  of  lo 
aify  MmI  nirilual  »  nalurr  u  uften  U>  elude  the  harni  that  siu-mpis  to  gmsp  iL 
TTir  excdlcRce  and  efficsiCT  of  a  ^t  not  depend  ffixjucnlly  uj  murh  on  the  oc- 
OMOD  on  which  it  is  spoken,  on  the  particular  tnaniMc  of  the  speaker,  on  the 
BOMB  of  wImri  il  is  applied,  l)ie  prcvinu*  intntductiun,  and  a  ihotisand  niinuie 
|»rtinilan  which  nnnoi  be  easily  ntumeratcd.  that  it  is  alwaya  drmgerous  to 
detach  >  wiuy  aayirg  fmni  the  group  to  wtiich  il  IjcloDgs,  and  to  set  it  bcfoti 
ihc  eye  of  the  spi-claim,  rlivnitrd  of  ilmso  nmroinitaiit  Lrtrrtinis'ancea,  which 
^*e  II  animation.  n)cUowrc<i«,  and  relief.  1  ventured,  howrvi-r,  at  all  haxardft, 
f»  njt  down  the  fin>i  iimt^incn  tltnc  occurred  lo  me,  as  proofs  of  .Mr.  Burkc'a 
Kray  asd  brillUnt  fxtzy ;  but  am  very  nensible  that  his  numerous  frituds  could 
ten  anggeaud  nuuiy  of  a  supciior  tjunlity.  Indeed,  the  being  in  company  with 
Mb,  fiir  ■  sioglii  day,  is  sutTicient  l»  ^ow  that  what  I  have  uamed  la  well 
bosAcd;  md  n  wu  ooly  nece^^ary  to  hate  appralnl  to  all  »ho  know  hiin  in. 
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never  what  we  caII  lium-druiu  ;  never  unwilliiij^  to^ 
be^n  to  talk,  nor  iu  haste  to  leave  off."  Ht»s\VEi.i.. 
"Yet  he  cau  listen."  JoiixsoN.  *'No;  I  canuot 
say  he  is  good  at  that.  So  desirous  is  he  to  talk, 
that  if  one  is  K[)eaking  at  this  end  of  the  table,  he  'U  M 
speak  to  somebody  at  the  other  end.  Burke,  sir,  is  " 
such  a  man,  that  if  you  met  him  for  the  first  time  iu 
tlie  street  where  you  were  stopped  by  a  drove  of  oxen, 
and  you  and  he  stepped  aside  to  take  shelter  but  for 
five  niinutee,  he  \\  talk  to  you  in  such  a  manner,  that, 
when  you  parted,  you  would  say,  this  is  an  extraor- 
dinary man.  Now,  yuu  may  be  long  enough  with  M 
me,  without  finding  any  thing  extraordinary."  He 
said,  he  belii'ved  Burke  was  intended  for  the  law ; 
but  eillier  had  not  money  enough  to  follow  it,  or  had 
not  diligence  enough.  He  said,  he  eould  not  under- 
stand how  a  man  could  apply  to  one  thing,  and  not 
to  aiiotlier.  Kobertsou  said,  one  man  had  more 
judgment,  another  more  imagination.  JoHXSON.  m 
"No,  sir;  it  is  only,  one  man  has  more  mind  than 
another.  He  may  direct  it  dhferently ;  he  may,  by 
accident,  see  the  success  of  one  kind  of  study,  and 
take  a  desire  to  excel  in  it.  I  am  persuaded  that 
had  Sir  Isaac  Newton  applied  to  poetry,  he  would 
have  made  a  very  line  epick  poem.  I  could  as 
easily  apply  to  law  as  to  tragick  j>oetry '."   Boswell. 

linwtclj,  (oT  «  complete  rcruUlioa  of  t}»  hclurodn  opinion  entaulned  hy  Dr. 
JoliiiKiD  on  UUi  ntbkct.  //<-  allovMl  Mr.  Hurkc,  m  ihc  n-udcr  will  find  hcrp. 
■fter,  to  be  I  nuui  or  coniiimiiiatc  umI  uiuiraiK'd  nbiliiia  in  cut}'  M^l  except 
ihal  rifiw  undtr  oinoiilc^utum  ;  wiil  ibv  vnriety  orhbt  alltmiuiis  aiul  »|i]i:nili>iir  nf 
hift  iniiiKi^ry,  have  mtuLe  incli  xn  ImpTOHlna  on  itH  the  rrtt  of  ttit  world,  that 
nipoficiAl  obMrvvM  an  apt  lo  overlook  hit  odier  meriu,  aod  U  nippoM  that 
wit  li  liix  irlitcf  lunl  iiinet  prominent  rKctrllcncc;  when  in  bet  tt  Is  oolj  one  of 
the  muiy  Ijii^nti  iJint  be  poweues,  which  ire  no  nu^oui  and  extraordUwy,  that 
il  til  niy  difGcuIt  to  a*ciTtain  uieciKly  the  tank  and  value  of  each.  (Mr 
Burke'*  happy  applirAlum  ftimi  iFonicv  nss  brcn  •winciimnquo(«d  as  if  he  had 
uid  *<Ai<rfu:rJifcrtur;"  but  ihni,  bcudo  bt-injjn  dcpaiturelrom  the  text,  ivoald 
not  suit  m  wtll  with  Ifgf  toittit.  '<  NiinuTii  fcnur  lege  Koliitit"  is,  aecnnling 
i«  .Mr-  lliirkeV  *itiy  perversion,  '•  he  u  caTricd  by  -umhrt*  Hurtttralntd  hy 
Jtiir,"  th«t  i»,  *'u  lavLJt  tncb.^' — I't^-l 

•     '  [How  much  aniati(lernv<»)iiniMln     •Inliiiaon,  who  has  ahown  oucll 
b  ouiB-  lines  oT  Utentiire,  fail«d  u  «  ingic  poet.— En-] 
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••Yet,  sir.  you  did  apply  to  tragick  poetry,  not  to 
law."  JonxsoN.  "  IJeeause,  sir,  T  had  not  money 
lo  study  law.  Sir,  the  ninn  who  has  vigour  may 
walk  lo  the  east,  just  as  well  as  to  the  west,  if  he 
happt'Us  to  turn  his  head  that  way."  Boswkm-. 
'^But,  sir,  'tis  like  ivalking  up  and  down  a  hill;  one 
man  may  naturally  do  the  one  hetter  than  the  other. 
A  bare  will  run  up  a  hill  best,  from  her  fore-legs 
heing  short ;  a  dog  down."  Johnson.  **  Nay,  «ir  5 
that  is  from  nicdiauital  powers.  If  you  make  mind 
niei-hnnical.  you  may  argue  in  that  manner.  One 
mind  is  a  vice,  and  holds  fast ;  there  's  a  good  me- 
mory. Another  is  a  file  ;  and  he  is  a  diKputant,  a 
controversialist.  Another  is  a  razor ;  and  he  is  sar- 
otttical."  We  talked  of  Whitfield.  He  said,  he  was 
at  the  same  college  with  him,  and  knew  him  before 
be  began  to  be  better  than  other  people  (smiling) ; 
Uiat  he  believed  he  sincerely  meant  well,  but  had  a 
Mixture  of  politicks  and  ostentation  :  whereas  Wesley 
thought  of  religion  only  '.  Robertson  said,  Whit- 
field liad  strong  natural  e!oc[uencc,  which,  if  cultivated, 
would  have  done  great  things.  Johnson.  '*  Why, 
sir,  I  take  it  he  wa8  at  the  height  of  what  his  abilities 
could  do,  and  was  sensible  of  it.  He  had  the  ordinary 
advantages  of  education;  but  he  chose  to  pursue  that 
omtor)-  which  is  for  the  mob."  Boswell.  *'  He  had 
gruat  effect  on  the  passions."  Johnson.  "  ^Vhy, 
mTj  I  don't  think  so.  He  could  nut  represent  a  suc- 
cession  of  pathetick  images.      He  vociferated,  and 


Tf>ui  10 

1  let)  rid. 


■  Tlut  tMUiot  \k  uid  now,  aAct  the  Raitnnt  pan  which  Sir.  John  WmIcv 
nfc  ^^iost  trar  Antmcan  I.tc-lhirrv  whtn,  in  tiii  nwii  name,  lir  threw  ttmongit 
kk  mfauiutick  linA  the  very  imlivitltial  coiiil>u4tit>K'A  »f  I>T.  JohtiiXKi'i  *'  Ttx* 
idHB  nn  Tynnayi"  »nd  ttUit  the  iiitolcr^t  spirit  which  he  DaniAsled  agkinffi 
•or  lkll0«^ri«tiina  uf  thr  flKiiisn  Cktholirk  rmniniinirn,  tar  whtrh  thnt  nblc 
ifciiB|rtnn.  Filhtx  O'Ijcstt.  hm  cWai  him  w  hearty  a  dnibbing.  Bm  I  -hould 
iMfili  fnjKlf  xerf  unvoruij',  if  1  did  tiui  Kt  the  itanie  time  uknowlnlge  3Ir. 
Jf^aha  Wr%ley'»  nwrit,  u  ■  vcwnm  ''SolilicT  of  Jtini»  *'hri»t,'*  who  hu,  I  do 
krlim;,  uniM  inany  from  darkiKu  into  li^hi,  and  IVoiii  the  power  of  Salan  u 
«r  Bvfue  Ood. 
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Tourw  made  an  impression.  There,  affain.  was  a  mind  like 
a  haninicr.  Dr.  Junnson  now  said,  a  certain  t>niiiivnt 
political  friend  '  of  ours  was  wrong  in  his  maxim  of 
sticking  to  a  certain  set  of  men  on  all  occasions.  **  If 
can  see  that  a  man  may  do  right  to  stick  to  a  party/ 
said  he,  **  that  is  to  say,  he  is  a  whig,  or  he  is  a  tory, 
and  he  thinks  une  of  those  parties  upon  the  whole  the 
best,  and  that  to  make  it  prevail,  it  must  be  generally 
supported,  though,  in  particulars,  it  may  be  wrong. 
He  takes  its  faggot  of  principles,  in  which  there  are 
fewer  rotten  sticks  than  in  the  other,  though  some 
rotten  sticks,  to  be  sure ;  and  they  cannot  well  be 
8eparate<l.  But,  to  hind  one*s  self  to  one  man,  or 
one  set  of  men  (who  may  be  right  to-day  and  wrong 
to-morrow),  without  any  general  preference  of  system, 
I  must  disapprove  ■," 

He  told  ns  of  Cooke,  who  translated  Hesi(»d,  and 
lived  twenty  years  on  a  translation  of  Plautus,  for 
which  he  was  always  taking  subscriptions;  and  that 


•  [Mr.  Burke.     See  ««//,  p  311 — Kii.] 

'  If  due  «ttmii(in  vtK  p*id  to  thin  obncrvBiiDii,  there  wuuld  W  mniv  vimi 
eveii  in  politick*.  Wlut  Dr.  Johiuon  Juatlj  condemned  hn,  I  am  *"trj  u  i^. 
pTGAily  incrcued  In  the  present  rei^fn.  At  the  dbttncc  of  four  ytvn  from  Ma 
convtnaiion,  SUt  Fcbnuf)'.  1777)  >ny  Lord  ArehblnliapofVork.  inhb  "Mrraoti 
before  the  sonciy  fm  llie  pnipa^iiiin  of  ihc  gntipcl  in  lorei^  puts,"  thu»  indig* 
luntly  dctcribcs  the  ihcD  ^tutc  of  parcic«  : 

"  Panic*  once  bjul  ■  piuicipla  belontfintf  to  them,  kbturd,  perhap.  and  inde- 
feimiblr,  but  itiU  curyln^  m  lurtioti  of  auljr,  bf  which  homi  tiiiiHl*  mij;hl  euQy 
lie  c^ii^hL  B(U  they  ve  now  enmUluiionit  of  litdividnAls  wb^,  {n«ieul  of 
being  die  *etu  ojul  Krvmnii  of  the  cnnimunily,  Tnokc  a  Icngui;  fur  iidvaacii>|( 
thdr  priTAle  inCemiA-  It  i*  their  baiinvu  w  hold  ht^h  the  notion  of  politku 
luiiunir.  I  believe  aind  truit,  it  i*  not  injuriauH  to  Mjr,  that  iiurh  a  bond  is  no 
))ctier  than  thai  by  which  tlie  loweil  luid  wickc<lcat  coiiibinuions  arc  held  to- 
gClhef  :  a&d  thiit  hdertotea  the  hut  Nt«geof  piililieal  deimviljr." 

To  find  a  thought,  which  jtmt  sliowcd  itkclf  to  urt  fmni  tin:  niiiid  of  Johosoti, 
thos  Appearing  agsiEn  at  lach  a  <li«tArce  of  time,  bti<1  without  any  comuiunicatlcn 
bctWdm  them,  niliLt>!C<1  to  full  growth  in  lhe  niiiid  of  Itfmkhaiu,  in  acunoua 
objcrC  nf  phitosophicnl  contemplBtmn.  That  two  &ueh  gn-al  and  luminoua 
miodi  ahould  have  beer  %o  dark  in  one  corner  (  that  ihcjr  ihould  have  held  it  to 
be  '*  wicked  reiiellioD"  in  thenniinhiiubjerU'  rdBbli^bnl  in  AiiM-ric-Ji,  to  mint  tl)c 
abjm  contUtion  of  holding  all  tbcir  property  at  ihe  mircy  of  Bricikh  subjects 
rnitainhig  at  hotne.  while  their  aUcgiancc  to  our  co«niuoii  lord  the  kln^  Wi*  to 
he  prvacrrcd  inviaUtc,  i»  a  tttrikin^  proof,  Ut  me,  eitbi^T  that  ''be  who  titteih  in 
heavDO"  tcoms  the  loftineiut  of  human  piide,  or  that  the  evil  >pirit.  who*e  per- 
gonal caiatmre  1  »tnnt|cly  bvlievc,  atid  even  in  tliia  age  atti  canfimwl  in  thai 
belief  by  a  FcU,  nay.  by  a  Hunl,  haa  more  power  than  HKne  chooac  to  allow.- 

Hl>llWELL. 
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he  presented  Foote  to  a  club  in  the  following  singular  Tour » 
manner :  "  This  is  the  nephew  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  lately  hung  in  eliairn^  fur  murdering  his  hrothf  r  '." 

!n  the  evening  I  intro<Uired  to  Mr.  Johnson^  two 
good  friends  of  mine,  Mr.  William  Nairne,  a<ivocate, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Sundrum,  my  neighbour  in  the 
cxnintry,  both  of  whom  supjieil  with  us.  I  have  pre- 
scdrved  notliing  of  what  iKUiced,  except  that  Ur.  John- 
son displayed  another  of  his  heterodox  opinions — a 
roiiteuipt  of  tragick  acting.  He  said,  '*  the  action  of 
all  players  in  tragedy  is  bad.  It  should  lie  a  man's 
study  to  repress  those  signs  of  emotion  and  passion^ 
ma  Ihey  are  called."  He  wa.-^  of  a  directly  contrary 
opinion  to  that  of  Fielding,  in  his  "Tom  Jones;** 
who  iiMikes  Partridge  say  of  Garrick,  "Why.  I  could 
act  as  well  as  be  myself.  I  am  sure,  if  ]  had  seen  a 
ghcist,  I  should  have  looked  in  the  very  same  manner, 
and  done  just  as  be  did,"  For,  when  I  asked  him, 
•*  Would  not  you,  sir,  start  as  Mr.  Garrick  does,  if 
you  «aw  a  ghost  ?"  He  answered,  "  I  hope  not.  If 
I  did,  I  shnuld  frighten  the  ghost." 

Moudaijy  liifA  August. — ^Dr.  William  Robertson 
came  to  breakfast.  We  talked  of  Ogdeii  on  Prayer. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  The  same  arguments  which  are 


*  (Me.  FodLc't  nioJier  *u  the  niiter  of  Sir  J.  Dtncly  Oooddcrc.  but,  and  of 
CaoC  Goodikre,  vho  ctuninuuidtd  1I..>I.S.  Ruhy,  nn  Imanl  whirli,  when  Ifing 
ta  lKteg;'»-BMid,  nrisTol,  in  .Fanuary,  1741,  the  Iniicr  rauiuxl  liik  brailicr  lo  be 
UllKlblj  ouTted.  and  there  lurtvirotDly  murdered.  Cipt.  tiooddrrc  va«.  with  cvro 
■IB«r|Uicu.  txccuied  for  ihiA  ollcnce  \t\  Oie  April  fiilli>wi»|:.  The  rimim-ttiincca 
•TdiF  r»«r.  ftnd  <>on>r  Dihcr  fjicdi  mnncrted  wiih  ihb  tumily,  k-d  \<i  on  opinion 
Am  OpL  GiKN)d(;r;  wa«  iiiwoe:  mnd  Kimc  unluppy  circumsuncn  in  FcKiie'a 
lifc  noiLt  it  probable  thfti  he  tud  not  wbollj'  aca|>id  tlii:i  hcrwlitiu^  irrFgiilBiiijr 
flfnind Kd.    Faole*Alini  publutumiru  a  pamphlet  iii  defence  of  hli  urclt'i 


mmtMMj. — M'AtTEii  Scott. 1 

■  It  may  he  obtcivcd,  th^l  I  Mnni:linm   mil    ni)'   grrat  fmiul  Mr.  Johniwn, 


D'.  JnhnKon ;  (hnugh  he  hiul  at  chu  ilmc  i  doctoral  degree  frata 
Trioinr  CoU^c.  Dublin.  The  university  of  Oxfuid  aaerwonli  cocifetTfd  it 
•psB  nim  b)r  «  dipluiiife,  iti  very  hiinmiralitc  tcrriiH.  It  vn  some  linie  bcTore  [ 
DtaU  WrtB  niywir  to  call  him  doctor ;  but,  u  he  hu  bc(D  lon^  known  by  thai 
iMa,  T  kmII  ^Tc  it  to  htm  In  the  rc9i  of  ihix  Joumd.  — HoNrri.t..  [Juhn. 
MB  mnwr^  fl  aermt,  uJIm)  hinnelf  i/w-/«r.  l>t«  anit,  vol.  i.  p.  A04,  aiid  potl^ 
7*  April.  177&^Kd.] 

vol..  II.  T 


«7i 


1773.— «TAT.  64. 


Toww  ugpd  n^insi  (rod's  hcarinjij  prayer  will  serve 
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his  rewarding  goo6,  and  puiiisliing  evil.  He  has 
solved,  he  has  declared,  in  Ihe  former  case  as  in  the 
latter."  He  had  last  night  looked  into  Lord  Hailes's 
"  Reniarkw  on  the  History  of  Seotland."  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson and  I  said,  it  was  a  pity  L<jrd  Hailes'  did 
not  ^vrite  greater  things.  [lis  lordship  had  not  then 
published  hiH  "  Annals  of  Scotland."  JoiiNsoN^fl 
"  I  renieudter  I  was  onee  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of  a 
lady  for  whom  I  had  a  high  resjMfet.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  company  in  the  room.  When  they 
were  gone,  I  said  to  this  ladVi '  What  foolish  talking 
have  we  bad  !*  '  Ves,'  said  she,  *  but  while  they 
talked,  you  said  nothing.*  I  was  struck  with  the 
reproof.  How  much  better  is  the  man  who  does  any 
thing  that  is  innocent,  than  he  who  docs  nothing  !fl 
Besides,  I  love  anecdotes.  I  fanc\'  mankind  may 
come,  in  time,  to  write  all  aphoristically,  except  iu 
narrative;  grow  weary  of  pre])araliun,  and  connexion,^ 
and  illustration,  and  all  those  arts  by  which  a  big 
book  is  made.  If  a  man  is  to  wait  till  he  weaves 
anecdotes  into  a  system,  wc  may  be  long  in  getting 
thetn,  and  get  but  few,  in  comjiarison  of  what  wej 
might  get." 

Dr.  Robertson  said,  the  notions  of  Kupham  Mac- 
allan, u  fauatick  woman,  of  whom  Lord  Hailes  gives 
a  sketch,  were  still  prevalent  among  some  of  the 
presbyterians ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  right  in  Lord 
Hailes,  a  man  of  known  pietv,  to  undeceive  them. 

M'e  walked  out,  that  Dr.  Johnson  might  see  some 
of  the  things  which  we  have  to  show  at  Edinburgh. 
We  went  to  the  parliament-house',  where  the  parlia-j 


•  |Sm  amir,  vol.  L  p.  447.— En.] 

*  I  II  «M  tin  (hn  vKit  to  (lie  parluniml.hnuv  iliai  Ulr.  Hpnry  EnOtinB 
(lirouter  of  I<oM  Duchan  mnd  iiord  Knkinr},  tdtet  btirg  prcAcOted  to  Dr.  John- 
son hy  Mr.  RoftWirll,  ntid  having  iiiiiilr  lii^  1n>w.  slip]ictl  n  Nhilling  inia  Bonrell'L, 
lumd.  whUpcrin)^  that  it  wu  for  iht-  si(Hil  nf  Ii»  l*e>ir. — Waltkb  SCoTI 
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ment  of  Scotland  Bat,  and  where  the  ordinan'  lords  I'ourw 
of  sesKiuii  bold  their  courts,  and  to  the  new  session- 
bouse  adjoining  to  it,  wliere  oiir  court  of  fifteen  (the 
fourteen  ordinaries,  with  the  lord  president  at  their 
Iieail)  sit  as  a  court  of  review.  ^\*e  went  to  the  ad- 
%'ocatiis'  library,  of  wlueh  IJr.  Johnson  took  a  cursory 
view,  and  then  to  what  is  caUed  the  Laigb  (or  under) 
parliament-house,  where  the  records  of  Scotland, 
which  has  an  universal  security  by  register,  are  de- 
po«ted,  till  the  great  register  oiHce  lie  finished.  I 
was  pleased  to  behold  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  rolling 
about  in  this  old  magazine  of  antiquities.  1'here 
waSf  by  this  time,  a  pretty  numerous  circle  of  iis 
attending  upon  hini.  Somebody  talked  of  happy 
KDOincDts  for  compositioiii  and  how  a  man  can  write 
at  one  time,  and  not  at  another.  "  Nay,"  said  Dr. 
Johnson,  *'  a  man  may  write  at  any  time,  if  hv  will 
«et  himself  tio^gtuUij "  to  it." 

I  here  began  to  indulge  old  Scottish  sentiments, 
to  express  a  warm  regret,  that,  by  our  luiion 
*nth  England,  we  were  no  more;  our  indcpi'iident 
kingdom  was  lost.  Johnson,  "  Sir,  never  talk  of 
yuur  iude]jendency,  who  could  let  your  queen  remain 
twenty  years  in  captivity,  and  then  be  put  to  death, 
vitliout  even  a  pretence  of  justice,  williout  yoiu 
e>er  attempting  to  rescue  her;  and  such  a  queen 
too!  as  ever)'  mau  of  any  gallantry  of  spirit  would 
have  sacrificed  his  life  for."  \\'orthy  Mk.  James 
Kerk.  keejter  of  the  records.  **  Half  our  nation  was 
bribed  by  English  money."  Johnson.'  "  Sir,  that 
is  no  defence:  that  makes  you  worse."  Guod  Mu. 
BnoM'N,  keei>er  of  the  advocates'  library.  "  We  had 
better  «ay  nothing    about    it."     Bosw  Ki.i..    *'  You 


>  Thit  woni  U  commonly  used  to  ttftnlfy  suUenlf .  gloomil; ;  and  la  that  kom 
alotte  it  Ajipxan  in  Bt.  Johntaii'ii  DlciIcMiary.  I  nuppnw  htf  ini*nt  by  i(, ''  with 
^  «b«*ii}ste  moluiion,  ainiitar  to  that  of*  sullen  iiutn." — BostrtLL. 
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Tour  to  would  have  been  fflail,  however,  to  have  liad  iis  last 
war,  sir,  to  fight  your  hattles!  Johnson.  "  We 
should  have  had  you  for  the  same  price,  though  there 
had  been  no  union,  as  we  might  have  had  Swiss,  or 
other  troops.  No,  no,  I  shall  agree  to  a  separation. 
You  have  only  to  go  /tome."  Just  as  lie  liad  said 
this,  I,  to  divert  the  subject,  shoned  hiin  the  signed 
assurances  of  the  three  suiressive  kings  of  the  Hano- 
ver family,  to  maintain  the  presbyterian  estabUshment 
iu  Scotland.  "  We  'II  give  you  that,"  said  he,  "  into 
the  bargain'." 

AVe  next  went  to  the  great  church  of  St.  Giles, 
whicli  has  lust  its  original  magniHoence  in  the  inside, 
by  being  divided  into  four  places  of  jireshyterian 
worship,  "  Come,"  said  Dr.  Johnson  jocularly  to 
Principal  Robertson ',  *•  let  me  see  what  was  once  a 
chnrch  !"  We  entered  that  division  which  was  for- 
merly called  the  New  Church,  and  of  late  the  High 
Church,  so  well  known  by  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Hugh 
Blair.  It  is  now  very  elegantly  fitted  up;  but  it 
was  then  shamefully  dirty.  Dr.  Johnson  said  no- 
thing at  the  time ;  but  when  we  came  to  the  great 
door  of  the  royal  infirmary,  where,  upon  a  board,  was 
this  inscription.  "  Clean  your  feet !"  he  turned  about 
slyly,  and  said.  **  There  is  no  occasion  for  putting 
this  at  the  dours  of  your  churches  [*' 

We  then  conducted  him  down  the  Post  house-stairs. 
Parliament-close,  and  made  him  look  up  from  the 
Cowgate  to  the  highest  building  in  Edinburgh  (from 
which  he  had  just  descended),  being  thirteen  floors 


<  I  The  ronnbig  nana  lo  he  tliAi,  in  n  fit  of  jaashltf  jocularity,  Johnion  was 
willing,  in  conridmikw  of  itic  dlMtotalioo  of  the  L'nion,  to  «Uc>r  the  Itanm.'cr 
ftimiStt  In  rvittn  m  Srnclimit,  infL7rir([,  of  cnunir,  iImI  \Xw  Stuarii  wen  to  rdpi , 
in  Knglsnt{^l>i>.] 

«  I  have  hlitierlo  exiled  htm  Di.  U'lIUari  Rotwrtaoii,  u>  diiidn|tuu.h  him  frnm 
Ur.  Jftirm  RubrrtMin,  who  \\  trtnn  I<i  trKkr  hia  appramirr  ;  hut  Prindpal,  iVorn 
hb  bctog  lh«  h«ad  of  our  college.  In  hi*  ii>iia1  ilciugnaiioa,  wtd  i*  *bortcT :  to  I 
vkall  uw  ithcrmfuT, — BoawKi-i.. 
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or  stories  from  Uie  ground  ujwn  the  back  elevation;  Touno 
the  front  wall  \wing  built  upon  the  edge  of  the  hill, 
and  the  bacJc  wall  rising  from  the  bottom  of  the  hill 
several  stories  before  it  conies  to  a  level  witti  tlie  front 
wall.  We  procee«led  to  the  college,  with  the  principal 
at  our  liead.  Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  whose"  Essay  on 
the  llistorj'  of  Civil  Society'*  gives  him  a  respectable 
place  iu  the  ranks  of  literature,  was  with  us.  As 
the  college  buildings  are  indeed  very  mean,  the  prin- 
cipal said  to  Dr.  Johnson,  tltat  he  nmst  give  them 
the  same  epithet  that  a  Jesuit  did  when  showing  a 
poor  college  abroutl :  "  //«"  tfiherite  mMfne.*'  Dr. 
Johnson  was,  however,  much  pleased  with  the  library, 
and  with  the  conversation  of  Dr.  James  Robertson, 
professor  of  oriental  languages,  the  librarian.  We 
talked  of  Kennicot's  e<lition'  of  the  Hebrew  Bible, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  quite  faithful.  Johnson. 
"  Sir.  I  kuow  not  any  crime  so  great  that  a  man 
could  contrive  to  commit,  as  poisoning  the  sources 
of  eternal  truth." 

I  pointed  out  to  him  where  there  formerly  stood 
an  old  wall  enclosing  part  of  the  college,  which  I  re- 
menilter  bulged  out  in  u  threatening  manner,  and  of 
which  there  was  u  common  tradition  similar  to  that 
ronceniing  Bacon's  study  at  Oxford,  that  it  would 
h\\  upon  some  ver}'  learned  man.  U  had  some  time 
before  this  been  taken  down,  that  the  street  might 
be  widened,  and  a  more  convenient  wall  built.  Dr. 
Johnson,  glad  of  an  op]Hirtunity  to  have  a  pleasant 
hit  at  Scottish  learning, said,  "they  have  been  afraid 
H  never  would  fall." 

We  sho%ved  him  the  royal  infirmary,  for  which, 
and  for  every  other  exertion  of  giiierous  publick 
spirit  in  his  jjower,  that  noble-minded  citizen  of 
Edinburgh,  George  Drummond,  will  be  ever  held  in 

<  l^M  «n(f,  vol.  >.  p.  3aS Ed.] 


I 


Tourio  honourable  remembrance.     And  we  were  too~pfow 
n»i>nd.   jjQj^  jjj  carry  liiiii  to  tlie  ablw-'V  of  Holyrooil  Housi% 
that  beaiilit'ul  piece  of  architecture,  but,  alas !  that 
deserted   mansion   of  royalty,   which    Hainiltou 
Bnngour,  in  one  of  his  elegant  poems',  calls 

"  A  vinuoiu  puklftcc,  whtiv  no  numwch  dwUIt." 

I  was  nuicb  entertained  while  Principal  Robert 
duently  harangued  to  Dr.  Johnson,  upon  the  s[>ota 
concerning  swnes  of  his  a'lebrate<l  History  of  Scot- 
land. We  surveyed  that  part  of  the  palace  ajipro- 
priatcd  to  tht'  Duke  of  Hamilton,  ai5  keeiK?r.  in  which 
our  tjcautiful  Queen  Mary  lived,  and  in  which  DaviJ 
Rizzio  wa«  murdered,  and  also  the  state  rooms.  Ur. 
Johnson  was  a  great  reciter  of  all  sorts  of  things, 
serious  or  comical.  J  overheard  liim  repeating  here, 
ni  a  kind  of  muttering  tune,  a  line  of  the  old  ballad 
"  Johnny  Armstrong's  Last  Good  Night." 

"  And  ran  him  ihioufljh  the  Cat  body' !" 

We  returned  to  my  house,  where  there  met  him, 
at  diimer,  the  Duchess  of  Douglas\  Sir  Adolphus 
Oughton,  Lord  Chief  Baron  [Orde],  Sir  \\illiam 
Forbes,  Principal  Robertson,  Mr.  CuUen,  advocate. 
Before  dinner,  he  told  us  of  a  curious  ctmversation 
between  Ihe  famons  George  Faulkner  and  him. 
George  said,  that  Kngland  had  drained  Ireland  of 
fifty  thousand  |>ounds  in  specie,  annually,  for  fifty 

'  (We  nmjr  xuHprct  that  Mr.  Hinwrlt's  »^minilion  nt  Hsniillon  wiu  cnhanted 
by  McimeihiPg  even  Btrorgcr  than  mere  nntitmafifg.  Mr.  Hamilton  WK'kgcotlcw 
iiiitn  of  Afrnhite,  .Mr.  liuitwrll's  own  muncy.  uA  ucUiaWy  Imk  anii«  m\  (  ul. 
loilcn  fur  ihc  jartibilr  ouiw.  The  pomi  fVuin  vhirh  this  line  is  quolnl  l*  called 
Ul  epitaph,  and  is  tilW  with  mlttmitic  utirc  *ai  cul':igy  on  persona  now  AirgoitCQ. 
The  line  iuuir  »[i]>ntra  to  b«  nooseiiMt  '*  a  vItIuuuk  hoTcl,  where  no  ihcjibctd 
dircll*,"  woulil  liiivc  Juil  u  niurh  in«uu>ig.— Jiu.j 
•  The  •ttnzA  irtini  whidi  he  took  thU  line  i«, 

**  But  thrn  TVte  up  all  Kdi&tMir[>h, 
They  row  up  by  thouMiidit  three : 
A  cowirdly  Sc«  c«nc  John  iK-hind, 

Anil  ran  him  throngh  tlic  fair  body !" — Bosweli.. 
)  piittfvtt,  d«ii)|hier  of  Junes  tkiuglu.  eitq.  of  ihc  .Main*.     "  An  old  lady,'" 
«rHn  Dr.  JohiwMi.  *^  who  uUu  broad  Scnlo)  with  «  ptinilftic  voice,  unci  ts 
Kmnx  un<iet«toud  by  her  nwn  rminirymm."-— 2.rf/rrr,  v.  i.  "UK). — Ed.] 
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y^arB.     "How  so,  sir?"  said  Dr.  Johnson:   "you  Tour  to 
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ha^ 


trade 


No  trad< 
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must 

rich  miues?"  "  \o  mines."  "  From  whence,  then, 
does  all  this  money  come  ?"  **  Come !  why  out  of 
the  blood  and  bowels  of  tl»e  poor  jwople  of  Ireland  !" 

He  seemed  to  me  to  have  an  unaccountable  preju- 
dice  against  Swift ' ;  for  I  once  took  the  liberty  to  ask 
hliD,  if  Swift  had  i)er8onal]y  offended  liiin,  and  he 
tokl  ine,  he  had  not.  He  said  to-day,  "  Swift  is 
dear,  but  lie  is  shallow.  Iti  coai*se  humour  he  is 
iuferior  to  Arbuthnot;  in  delicate  htunonr  he  is  in- 
fnioT  to  Addison.  So  he  is  iuferior  to  his  contem- 
poraries, without  putting  him  against  tlie  whole 
world.  1  doubt  if  the  *  Tale  of  a  'J'ub'  was  his;  it 
has  80  inudi  more  thinking,  more  knowledge,  more 
power,  more  colour,  than  any  of  the  works  which  are 
iodifiputahly  his.  If  It  was  his,  1  shall  only  say,  he 
was  impar  s'lb't" 

We  gave  him  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  could.  Our 
Scotch  rauir-fowl,  or  grouse,  were  then  abundant,  and 
quite  in  season ;  and,  so  far  as  wisdom  and  wit  can  be 
aided  by  administering  agreeable  sensations  to  the 
paUte,  my  wife  took  care  that  our  great  guest  should 
not  be  deficient. 

Sir  Adolplms  Oughton,  then  our  deputy  com- 
uiauder  iu  chief,  who  was  not  only  un  excelleut  of- 
ficer, but  one  of  the  most  universal  scholars*  I  ever 

•  ITlMnc  probably  «u  oo  opporttiRity  tat  whml  cosM  be,  in  KrieU»eis,  <-alkd 

magftmrnl  fffrmiTf  mn  ilkerc  ho*  mi  fu-rmmii  iutrmmt »t  licllrmi  Swift  anO  Jahason: 
Wt  U)e  «diiur  R^nrt  'iih  >|r.  Bt^nHell  in  ftUK]iectir>)c  that  thcK  <*(ui  nmr  *m:h 
mmi  ibi  Jobnaon'A  otbawlae  "  urwccmintJiUe  priju^tkt:"  (»m  anU,  vol.  i. 
f,  103).  Whal  cnulil  JutinMm  mein  liy  collinit  Swifi  "  tfi,ttltnt  V  If  he  be 
jIaAfw,  wbo,  in  bU  departinenc  of  ItttrrituK,  is  f>rofouii<l  ?  Withovl  MJoiitdng 
diat  JtvtA  «u  **  infiEnor  in  cmtk  huntoui  to  Arbuthnot"  (of  whose  preciM 
rfHB  to  ibr  wofb  to  which  he  in  xuppamcd  W  have  nmiributnl,  wc  kmiw  little 
<r  Btftlilng),  ic  may  be  obttorvnl,  ihnt  he  who  ii  ttroitd  to  the  ^T»tat  iiuutcn  ut' 
AdbfCM  styls  uay  be  aaiJ  to  b«  tli«  lint  um  ihi:  whole.  Sec  ■■  \a  the  Tale  ai 
*  TsK  raAw  vol.  i.  p.  4'U.— Kit,  | 

'  (Lofd  Stowoll  rcmcrabcn  wiiii  plen«ui<  the  ekcoiuv  uiid  t-xiirm  cf  Sir  AtM- 
ffcM  Ou^tam'a  liicnitun.*,  and  the  auavity  of  lit*  ntanaera. — Ku.J 
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Tour  w  knew,  had  learned  the  Erse  language,  and  expressed 
his  beliet'in  the  <iuthenticity  of  Ossiiin's  Potftry.  Dr. 
Johnson  took  the  opposite  side  of  that  perplexed' 
question,  and  1  was  afraid  the  dispute  would  have 
run  higli  between  them.  Hut  Sir  Adoljihus,  wlio 
had  a  very  sweet  temper,  changed  the  discourse, 
grew  playful,  laughtnl  at  Lord  Monboddo's  iiutiun  uf 
men  having  tails,  and  called  him  a  judge  t)  j)osteriori, 
which  auuiSL'd  Dr.  Johnson,  and  thus  hostilities  were 
preventeil. 

At  supper  we  had  Dr.  Culicn,  his  son  the  advo- 
cate. Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  and  Mr.  Crosbie,  ad- 
vocate". Witchcraft  was  introduced.  Mr.  Crosbie 
said  he  thought  it  the  greatest  blasphemy  to  suppose 
evil  spirits  counteracting  the  Deity,  and  raising 
storms,  for  instance,  to  destroy  his  creatures.  JorfN- 
SON.  "  W!iy,  sir,  if  moral  evil  be  coiiHistent  with  the 
government  of  the  Deity,  why  may  not  physical  evil 
be  also  consistent  with  it?  It  is  not  more  strange 
that  there  should  be  evil  spirits  than  evil  men :  evil 
unembodied  spiritH,  than  evil  embodied  spirits.  And 
as  to  storms,  we  know  there  are  such  things;  and  it 
is  no  worse  that  evil  s])irils  raise  them  than  that  they 
rise."  Crosbik.  '*  But  it  is  noti-redible  that  witches 
should  have  efiected  what  they  are  said  in  stories  to 
have  done."  Johnson.  **  Hir,  1  am  not  defending 
their  credibility.  I  am  only  saying  that  your  argu- 
ments are  not  good,  and  will  not  overturn  the  belief  fl 
of  witchcraft. — (Dr.  Fergusson  said  to  me  aside, 
'  He  is  right.') — And  then,  sir,  you  have  all  man- 
kind, rude  and  ci>  ilized,  agi'eeing  in  the  belief  of  the 


I 

I 

I 
I 


•  \A  queition  perplrxtd  wAy  \vy  niUonil  prcjiuliCM,  heightened,  fn  •  few 
eaM->,  bjr  indiviilu&l  ohs^iaMjF — Ed] 

«  [Loitl  l^uiirfU  r.-cotlccu  (hut  Johnson  km  treated  b}'  the  Scmibh  Hrcnii 
»ilb  sd^rw  ni'Ji-Lr.-ncc  bordtrlog  00  |)u«i]UnIuiiljr|  but  h«  e^repiA  iVoni  iliai 
oliKrTSlloi:  Mr-  t'm^bic,  whon)  he  chiuacleTurB  a»  m  intrepid  tutter,  and  the 
onljr  mu  who  ww  dbpotcd  to  ttanJ  up  (u  tlie  phtwc  is)  (o  Johaion.—  Bd.] 


1773.— «TAT.  6+. 


£81 


I 


I 


I 


agracy  of  preteriialwral  iwwers.  You  must  take  *r*our  i« 
ei*ideuce;  you  must  consitler  that  wise  .ind  great 
men  have  condemned  witches  to  die."  Crosbie. 
"  But  an  act  of  imrliauient  put  an  end  to  witchcraft." 
Johnson.  "No,  sir,  witchcraft  had  ceased;  and, 
therefore,  an  act  of  parliuinent  was  passed  to  prevent 
persecution  for  what  was  not  witchcraft.  Why  it 
ceased  we  cannot  ieW,  as  we  cainiot  tell  the  reason  of 
many  other  things."  Dr.  CiiHen,  to  keep  up  the 
gratification  of  mysterious  disquisition,  with  tlie  grave 
address  for  which  he  i»  remarkable  in  his  conipaniou- 
aUe  as  in  his  professional  hours,  talked,  in  a  very 
entertaining  manner,  of  people  walking  and  con- 
versing in  their  sleej*.  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  no 
note  of  this  \  We  talked  of  the  ounin-tiutang,  and 
of  Lord  Monboddo's  thinking  that  he  might  be 
taught  to  speak.  Dr.  Johnson  treated  this  with 
ridicule.  Mr.  Crosbic  said  that  Lord  Monlwiddo  be- 
lieved the  existence  of  every  thing  possible;  in  short, 
that  all  whicli  is  in  posxe  might  he  found  in  esse, 
Johnson.  "  But,  sir,  it  is  as  possible  that  the  ourau- 
out^ng  dues  not  sjieak,  as  that  lie  six-aks.  However, 
1  shall  not  contest  the  |H>int.  I  should  have  thought 
it  not  possible  to  find  a  Monboddo;  yet  /le  exists." 
I  again  mentioned  the  stage.  Johnson.  "The 
ai^tearaxice  of  a  player,  with  whom  I  have  drunk 
tea,  counteracts  the  imagination  that  he  is  the  cha- 
racUrr  he  represents.  Nay,  you  know,  nobixly  imagines 
that  he  is  the  character  he  represents.  They  say, 
•See  Garrick!  how  he  looks  to-night!  See  how- 
be  11  clutch  tlie  dagger!'  Tliat  is  the  buzz  of  the 
theatre." 

TaestfayAlth  August.- — Sir  William  Forbes  came 

•  li*ee  tr  ihc    Ltfr  of  Klarkiock.   in  AtulcrKm'i  BrU.   FmI;  mi  anoodou  of 
Ik.  BlAckWk'i  »mnnMinbiiliBm,  which  may  TCfy  piobkblj  tuTcbvm  mn  of  llu 
too  ifakpccMiDtk  —  Ei).] 
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to  breahrfast.  and  brought  with  him  Dr,  Hlacklock ', 
wlioin  he  introduced  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  received 
liini  with  a  most  humane  complacency ;  *'  Dear  Dr. 
Blacklock,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  !"  Blacklock  seemed 
to  be  much  surprised  \viien  Dr.  Joliiison  said  "  it 
was  easier  to  him  to  write  poctr\'  than  to  compose 
his  J)ictiuiiary.  His  mind  was  ley^s  on  the  stretch 
in  doing  the  one  than  the  other*.  Besides,  com- 
posing a  dictionary  re<[uires  books  and  a  desk :  you 
can  make  a  poem  walking  in  the  fields,  or  lying  in 
binl.'*  Dr.  Blucklock  sjH>ke  of  scejiticism  in  murals 
and  religion  with  apparent  uneasiness,  as  if  he  wished 
for  more  certainty  '.  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  tlionght 
it  all  over,  and  whose  vigorous  understanding  was 
fortified  by  much  experience,  tlius  encouraged  the 
blind  bard  to  apply  to  higher  speculations  what  we 
all  willingly  submit  to  in  connnon  life  :  in  short,  he 
gave  hint  more  familiarly  the  able  and  fair  reasoning 
of  Butler's  Analogy :  "  Why,  sir,  the  greatest  con- 
cern we  have  in  this  world,  the  clioice  of  our  pro- 
fession, must  be  determined  witliout  demonstrative 
reasoning.  Human  life  is  not  yet  so  well  known,  as 
that  we  can  have  it :  and  take  the  case  of  a  man  who 
is  ill.  1  call  two  pliysicians ;  they  differ  in  opiuiou. 
I  am  not  to  lie  down,  and  die  between  tliem  :  I  must 
do  something."  'I'he  conversation  lUcu  turned  on 
atheism ;  on  that  horrible  book,  Systenie  de  la  Na- 
ture ;  and  on  the  supposition  of  an  eternal  necessity 
without  design,  without  a  governing  mind.  John- 
son. *'  If  it  were  so,  why  lias  it  ceased  ?  AV'hy  don't 
we  see  men  thus  produced  around  us  now  ?     Why, 

•  ISccim/c.  Tot  i.  p.  4^S—ZD.] 

'  [There  in  harJly  any  iti>enituiii  n)'  tlir  tnlcllm  wliicli  rcqiitra  nior  lad 
deeper  cOTiHiiUntian  tlimn  drfiniiUin.  A  (hciUHxitl  men  nrny  write  vcnca,  FaroM 
«hu  haa  the  unwer  of  dcliniug  nai  diMntiiinuttng  th«  exact  meining  of  words 
and  the  tihnciplcv  of  KraniniMickl  anan|;anciu.— En.} 

1  Sec  nU  letter  on  mis  nbjcct  ia  the  .A}>pcndix — Uobwilll. 
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at  least,  does  it  not  keep  pace,  in  some  measure,  with  Tr 
ibe  progress  of  time?  If  it  stops  because  tlit^re  is 
now  no  need  of  it,  then  it  is  plain  there  is,  and  ever 
Las  been,  an  all-powerftd  intelligence.  But  stay! 
(sftid  he,  with  one  of  his  satyrick  laughs).  Ha!  ha! 
ha!  I  shall  sujipose  S<*oti*hnien  made  necessarily, 
and  Englishmen  by  choice." 

At  dinner  this  day  we  had  Sir  Alexander  Dick, 
whose  amiable  character  and  ingenious  and  cultivated 
mind  aru  so  generally  known;  (he  w:i.s  then  on  ihe 
verge  of  seventy,  and  is  now  OTH.'J)  eighty-one,  with 
bi£  faculties  entire,  his  heart  warm,  and  his  temper 
gay);  Kir  David  Dalrymple,  Lord  Hailes;  Mr.  Mac- 
laurin  ',  advocate ;  Dr.  Grt'gorj',  who  now  worthily 
fills  his  father's  medical  chair;  and  my  uncle,  Dr. 
Bo8welt.  This  was  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's  best  days. 
He  was  quite  in  his  element.  All  was  literature  and 
tacte,  without  any  interrui>tion.  Lord  Hailes,  who 
U  one  of  the  best  philologists  in  Great  Britain,  who 
has  written  papers  in  the  World,  and  a  variety  of 
other  works  in  prose  and  in  verse,  both  Latin  and 
English,  pleased  him  highly.  He  told  him  he  liad 
discovered  the  Life  of  Cheynel.  in  the  Student,  to  be 
his.  Johnson.  "No  one  else  knows  it.'*  Dr.  John- 
ton  had  liefore  this  dictated  to  me  a  law-paper-  uj>uu 
a  question  piuely  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  concerning 
ririoHJt  hitromismon^  that  is  to  say,  intermeddling 
with  ihe  effects  of  a  deceased  |>erson,  without  a  re- 
gular title  ;  which  formerly  was  understood  to  subject 
the  iutermeddler  to  payment  of  all  the  defunct's 
debtA.  The  principle  has  of  late  been  relaxed.  Dr, 
Johnson's  argiunent  was  for  a  renewal  of  its  strict- 
ness. The  paper  was  printed,  with  additions  by  me, 
and  given  into  the  court  of  session.     Lord  Hailes 
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HArid"  ^°^^^  ^^'  Jol'nson's  part  not  to  be  mine,  and  pointwl 
out  exactly  where  it  bei^an  and  where  it  ended.  Dr. 
Johnson  said  **  It  is  mueh  now  that  his  lordship  can 
distinguish  so  ** 

In  Dr.  Johnson's  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  there 
is  the  following  passage : 

"  The  tcvmiuii  [nothcr,  mnsioiu  fur  her  mcv, 
Ikg*.  for  csch  birth,  the  fortune  of  a  (ace : 
Yd  Vane  could  Ull  whac  01*  fiaiu  beauty  njiriiig  ; 
And  8ed)c7  cnr»ol  the  churns  which  pleased  i  kii^" 

Lord  Ilailes  told  him  he  was  mistaken  in  the  in- 
stances he  had  given  of  unfortunate  fair  ones;  for 
neither  ^'ane  nor  Sedley  had  a  title  to  that  descrip- 
tion. His  lordship  has  since  been  so  obliging  us  to 
send  me  a  note  of  this,  for  tlie  coninniuication  of 
which  I  am  sure  my  readers  will  thank  me. 

"  The  lines  in  the  tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  accord- 
ing to  my  alteration,  should  have  run  thus : 

•  Yet  Shan  *  could  lell ( 

.■Ind  VtliA^*  cuTKd .* 

**  The  6rst  was  a  penitent  by  compulsion,  the 
second  by  sentiment;  though  the  truth  itj.  Made- 
moiselle de  la  \'a1iere  threw  herself  (but  still  from 
sentiment)  in  the  king's  way. 

**  Our  frieiul  chose  \'ane  ',  who  was  far  from  being 
well-looketl ;  and  Sedley  *,  who  was  so  ugly  that 
Charles   II.    said  his    brother  had  her   by  way 


penance 


■  HiMtnaa  of  EdwMd  IV. — DoaWLLL. 

«lUUiranof  Lonia  XIV — BofiVEi.i. 

«  IS.-e  jBff.  vol.  i.  p.  170 Ed.] 

♦  ["  Catherine  Sedley.  created  ('<MiDt«»  of  Dorcheiur  foi  life.  Ucr  faibn, 
Sir  Charles,  reM-nlmg  ihr  nctlucitnn  of  his  daiighier,  joined  in  the  Wlitg  mva 
ioiw  of  the  IU-voli>iion,  ami  rKCU«cd  hl«  revolt  ttom  Jamn  urdcr  an  inmlnl 
proAsBlon  of  gratitude.  "  llii  majisty,"  Mud  he,  "baring  done  me  the  tin. 
WknI-for  honour  of  nuking  my  daughter  a  coimlrtt,  I  rannoi  do  Icaa  in  r- 
turn  ihaii  endeavour  to  make  hia  dau)i^tcr  a  jiKm."— Ed.) 

>t  I  l.4tril  Maiira  «iu  liypnTrittcaL  Vane  aaa  tundionie,  or,  what  is  niore  to 
nur  purpo«.  npiMraml  »o  to  her  royal  loicr;  and  SwUi^.  whaiimrr  others  may 
have  thought  of  her,  had  "  the  chamw  whieh  pkaacd  a  king."  8o  that  John. 
Mn'i  UluFtrationB  arc  inoralty  junl.     IIU  lortlihip'a  prnpnacd  aulMtitulion  of  a 
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Mr.  Maclaiirin's '  learning  and  talents  enabled  Tour  w 
him  to  do  his  part  verj'  well  in  Dr,  Johnson's  com- 
pany. He  produced  two  epit^^l>lls  nixm  his  father, 
the  celebrated  mathematician.  One  was  in  English, 
of  which  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  change  one  word.  In 
the  other,  which  was  in  Latin,  he  made  several  alter- 
ations. In  place  of  tlie  very  words  of  \'irgil,  "  Ubi 
luctus  et  pavor  et  plurima  mortis  ima^,"  he  \sTote 
••  Ubi  luctus  regnant  et  pavor."  He  introduced  the 
word  prorsus  into  the  line  *•  Mortalihus  prorsus  non 
ab«it  f-olatium,"  and  after  "  IIujus  eiiim  scripta 
erolve,**  he  added,  "  Mentemque  tantarnm  renim 
capacein  corpori  caduto  siiporstitem  tTcde;"  which 
is  quite  applicable  to  Ur.  Johnson  himself*. 

frtmlmil  (or  U  leut  Apocryiilu])  bcaaty  like  Janir  Shore,  whoiC  ttotf,  «tmi  if 
tnw,  «Bfe  obaolrie ;  or  UukvT*  fonrigntr,  like  Mlir.  Dr  Im  l^nf/i^ri-,  little  known 
«4  kw  nnd  for  unongM  tu,  i>  not  oalv  tMteku  but  inaccurate ;  fir  Mile. 
LW  La  ValUen't  butui?  was  quite  m  miica  i|uut>oiied  by  Itci  roieiiiporuiL-*  u 
MmSedirjtV  Bavijr  K«buiin  w»i  ntiled  for  >tieenn{(  M  IajuW^  wlmirMlaa 
cf  htf  wKwtA,  wbkb  he  calU 

" uD  het  amaureux, 

Q:ii  ■Tiiffi'  TcUk  '«  rauttrva." 

And  M«lama  Ou  neMis.Dclicvrc  wntea  to  Touqiict,  *'  MDc  De  La  ^'alliifra  a 
Ul  fai  capable  envcr*  inoi,  Jv  I'ay  rnrvns^  |i>r  ha  bcjuilc,  fwf  i>V>(  fmuttitnt 
pu  frofMif.'"  And,  finaltf,  after  Lord  Uailtrs  had  clipped  down  the  naccc  of 
Ar  La  Vmlliifr  into  V'nUtirr,  his  ear  might  have  toM  Kiiu  that  it  did  mn  cten 
jrt  fti  the  meUt, — Ed.  ] 

*  [Mr.  Madaurin,  advocate,  aton  of  the  ffeax  aiathcmBtictiin,  and  afterward) 
%fiA^^wemicn  by  iho  title  of  Imnl  Dn-glmni.  He  wroic  Mtmci  indiff^iU 
.  |netm:  bat  waa  a  gotitl  I.attn  scliolor,  un((  a  uiun  of  wll  anil  occom- 
Dt.  liJa  qtiotatiooi  fnxu  ibo  claiulci  were  pariiculu'ly  appwlte.  la  the 
I  of  Kni^hl,  vhich  Jeimntned  the  lijint  of  a  rUve  to  IViredoni  if  he 
IB  Scotland,  MacUutin  pleaded  the  cauK  ot'  the  negro.  The  couiud 
■pp»ile  «raa  the  CElebraud  Wiglii,  aii  cacelletit  lawyer,  but  of  a  Tery  hoitidy 
ippai  mil  ■  with  heavy  featum,  a  blind  eye,  which  projected  from  the  tockett 
a  avag  belly,  and  a  Uinp.  To  him  Maciabirin  applied  the  liuci  of  Vtrgit, 
'*  Qtuinirit  ille  nigcr,  ipiainviit  In  candidiift  emeu. 
O  fonnoiw  puer,  nJniium  nc  crcdc  colori." 

Mr.  Madaurin  wroi*  an  esny  agaiDil  the  llomer^'ck  talc  of  "  Troy  divbe,"  I 
believe,  for  llie  M4e  purpine  of  mtruduciiig  a  happy  niotlu, 

^  Non  aimi  doniuere  decrm,  nun  miilc  carinte.'* — Walteh  Scott.] 

'  3fr.  Mwlaurin'a  epitaph,  as  eo^Tavcd  on  a  niarblu  coiiil-'nione,  in  the  (^y- 
Uhb  ilninlijcrd.  Edinburgh ; 

Infra  aiiu4  cut 

COLIN  MACLAIKIN. 

Mailtcs.  olini  in  A«d.  Kdin.  Prof. 

Electu«  ipM>  Newtuno  iiuadi-nte. 

H.  L.  P.  ¥. 

Non  nt  nocnini  patcmo  cottanUt, 

Nani  lali  auxlllo  nil  cgei; 
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Mr.  Murray,  advocate,  who  married  a  niece  of| 
Lord  Maiibfield's  and  is  now  one  of  the  judgt-s  of 
Scotland,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Henderland,  sat  with 
us  a  part  of  the  evening;  but  did  not  venture  to  say 
any  thing  that  I  remember,  though  be  is  certainly 
possessed  of  talents  which  would  have  enabled  him 
to  have  shown  himself  to  advantage  if  too  great 
anxiety  had  not  prevented  biin.  S 

At  supper  we  had  Dr.  Alexander  Webster',  who,™ 
thougli  not   learned,  Iiad  such  a  knowledge  of  man- 
Jcind,  such  a  fund  of  information  and  entertainment,- 
so  clear  a  Iiead,  and  such  accommodating  nianuers, 
that  Dr.  Johnson  foiuid  him  a  very  agreeable  com-^ 
panion.  fl 

When  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  left  by  ourselves,  I 
read  to  him  my  notes  of  the  oi>inions  of  our  judges 
upon  the  questions  of  literary  pro])erty.  He  did  not 
like  them  ;  and  said,  '*  they  make  me  think  uf  your 
judges  not  with  that  resi>ect  which  I  siiould  wish  t<|| 
do."  To  the  argument  of  one  of  them,  that  there 
can  be  no  j)roperty  in  blaspbemy  or  nonsense,  Ite 
answered,  "then  your  rotten  tjhcep  are  mine! — By 
that  rule,  when  a  man*s  house  faJls  into  decay, 
he   must  lose  it*.**     I  mentioned  an  argument  of 

S«d  ui  In  hoc  InMEd  oimiM), 

Ubi  liicuis  ngiunt  cl  jmvoti 

Blortalibua  pronua  non  abkil  ndaltuin  t 

Hujum  cnini  wriptm  rvolvr, 

Mnit«iiu]uc  nnianim  rertim  c«(Monn 

Corporl  caduco  MiixfatiLnn  atie. 

f  Johrson  |iTob«bl]r  duuignl  the  '*  vrrj/  -Oford*"  of  Virf^.  not  thioking'tn  cxaed 

an<)  ostcnt&liiouii  iju(ii«ti<in  frmn  n  heathen  p<vl  qiiiu  apptu|iMatc  tii   ■  r)>riiiluui 

cpiuph.     The  whole  ia,  m  it  now  itsndii,  a  ver}'  bmutU'til  uid  «9ectiiig^>crip- 

■  [I>r.  AltXkiuler  Wtbuler  wm  refnarkalile  far  t)ic  liLU-nl  with  which  he  at 
oiioe  Kupporird  hh  pUrr  in  tntiTtviid  Roricl)*,  an<l  a  hi^h  chamctcr  u  i  leader  of 
ihc  strkt  ■nd  riitid  prwliTterian  p»iiy  in  ihc  church  of  SciiUiid.  whidi  ftitainly 
sccinefl  toKquiieTcrytlitterL'iitijualilHvtiu'ix.  Hi;  wiwevcf  jtnyMiiid  thr  f^afcst : 
when  il  ono;  ocrutRd  la  Mime  one  prcvot  W  «*k,  what  tme  «r  hi*  Lhli-n  Wituld 
think,  khoiild  he  wc  hiH  puiDT  in  ouch  »  nstnjf  mood.  — '■  Think  !"  rtplied  the 
doctor,  "why  lie  waiild  liot  l4:]ii;vf  iiin  nwn  rjre>-"     W'ai.tek  8i'ott>  j 

■  [l>r.  J'ThnKon'ft  illitsiTBtion  is  M)phisiicAl,  and  tnlghl  hav(  bcvn  K-torted  upoo 
him  ;  for  if  a  man's  shcrp  ate  tc  rottim  u  tu  render  iltc  ueat  unwhoU-notne,  or, 
if  hii  houK  he  todecajred  aa  lii  tlirtwlcn  iniwhiaf  to  puHnpera.  llie  law  wiQ 
contiaewte  the  nmiion  ai-d  abnw  Ibt  bouK,  •wvhlKitDj  i^gud  u  prvjKrty.  whkh 


I 


» 
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mine,  that  literary  performances  are  not  taxed. 
Cburcliill  says, 

*'  So  BUtcsiiun  jet  Hm  tlimi^t  it  worth  hi>  pAim 
To  tax  oui  Islnuts,  or  Cxorc  out  bnhu  t" 

and  therefore  tliey  are  not  property.  "  Yet,*'  said 
be,  "  we  hang  a  man  for  stcalint^  a  horse,  and  liorses 
are  not  taxed."  Mr.  Pitt  has  since  put  an  end  to 
that  argument. 

WW«f,w/m/,  tStk  AuffHxf. — On  tliis  dny  we  set 
ont  from  Kdiiiburgli.  W'e  sliould  gladly  Iiave  had 
Mr.  Scott  to  go  with  us,  but  he  was  oblijjcd  to  return 
to  England.  I  have  given  a  sketeh  of  Dr.  Johnson: 
ray  readers  may  wish  to  know  a  little  of  his  fellow- 
Iraveller.  Think,  then,  of  a  gentleman  of  ancient 
bloiKl,  the  pride  of  whieli  was  his  predoiniiiaitt 
passion.  He  was  then  in  his  thirty-third  year,  and 
bad  been  about  four  years  happily  married.  His  in- 
dioation  was  to  be  a  soldier,  but  liis  father,  a  rpsijcct- 
ahle  judge,  bad  pressed  him  into  the  proiVssion  of 
the  law.  He  had  travelled  a  good  deal,  and  seen 
many  varieties  of  human  life.  He  had  thought  more 
than  any  body  had  supposed,  and  had  a  pretty  good 
stock  of  general  learning  and  knowledge.  He  had 
all  0r.  Johnson's  principles,  with  some  degree  of  re- 
laxation. He  had  rather  too  little  than  too  niucli 
prudence ;  and,  his  imngimition  being  livt'ly,  he  often 
said  things  of  which  the  effect  was  very  different 
from  the  intention.     He  resembled  sometimes 

**  Tbc  IksI  ipKid  num,  wiih  ihv  wontt-natuRil  mtue." 

He  cannot  deny  himself  the  vanity  of  finishing  with 


As  TourM 
Hcbrid. 


thus  abusn.  Afortovrr,  JohiMon  atiould  hari;  diBcriniliiatcd  between 
ft cfiniiMi/ odence  uid  «  rit-f/ hj^ht  ItlAipVniy  i<  ■  crime:  vmiM  it  not  be 
is  the  tt%|)lv*l  dcgTM  absurd,  that  ilivn-  »houlil  be-  k  liphl  ft  pmprrlii  iii  a  erimr, 
*  dm  tlw  lav  knoHliI  he  called  upon  lo  prou-ct  that  which  ii  ilU-gid  ?  IT  thj.i 
b  tra*  in  Jbv,  it  I*  much  tnon.-  »o  in  ■■■^nUtj,  8S  he  wlio  applici  for  ihe  titraor- 
itmrnf  ■MJilannr  or*  cminof  ojuity  &huuUI  haven  right,  roii^UtMil  at  IrA:*!  with 
t%^tf  maS  mnraU ;  and  a  late  i^itralion  was  bo  dniried.  and  upon  that  principle, 
bf  dm  yrtftin'  ju<Ige  of  modem  limca,  Lord  Eldon Ed.] 


Tout  to  the  eiicomiuiii  of  ]>r.  Johnson,  whose  friendlv  par- 
tiality  to  the  companion  ot  his  tour  represents  Iiuii 
as  one,  "  whose  acuteness  would  help  uiy  inquiry, 
and  whose*  gaiety  of  conversation,  and  civility  of 
manners,  are  sufficient  to  counteract  the  inconve- 
niences of  travel,  in  countries  less  hospitable  than  we 


I 
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have  passed  '."  ■ 

Dr.  Joluison  tlmxight  it  unnecessary  to  put  him- 
self to  the  additional  expense  of  bringing  with  him 
Francis  Uarher,  his  tailhful  black  servant;  so  we 
were  attended  only  by  my  man,  Joseph  Hitter  %  a  H 
Bohemian,  a  fine  stately  fellow  above  six  feet  high, 
who  had  been  over  a  great  part  of  Eiirojje,  and  spoke 
many  languages.  He  was  the  Iiest  senant  1  ever  saw. 
Let  not  my  readers  disdain  his  introduction.  For 
Dr.  Johnson  gave  him  this  character :  '*8ir,  he  is  a 
civil  man,  and  a  wise  man.** 

From  an  erroneous  apprehension  of  violence.  Dr. 
Johnson  had  provided  a  pair  of  pistols,  some  gun- 
jKiwder,  and  a  (pmntity  of  bullets :  hut  upon  l>eing 
assured  we  slionld  run  no  risk  of  meeting  any  robbers, 
he  left  his  arms  and  amnnmition  in  an  oj>en  drawer, 
of  whicti  lie  gave  my  wife  the  charge.  He  also  left 
in  that  drawer  one  volume  of  a  pretty  full  and  curious 
Diary  of  his  Life,  of  whicli  I  have  a  few  fragments ; 
but  the  book  has  been  destroyed.  I  wish  female 
curiiJsity  had  l>een  strong  enough  to  have  had  it  all 
transcribed,  which  might  easily  have  been  done,  and 
I  should  think  the  theft,  he'mg  pro  bono  puhlico^ 
might  have  been  forgiven.  But  1  may  be  wrong. 
My  wife  tokl  me  she  never  once  looked  into  it.  She 
did  not  seem  quite  easy  when  we  left  her :  but  away 
we  went ! 

■  1  tic  nmlca  ihe  lindmcjr  lo  hgpwMnHriatit^  (m«  ailf,  toL  L  p.  37,  ■.),  of 
whicli,  )Mi«evirt,  iicvctal  ia«liuii'V!i  will  n|);viir  in  ilnr  coune  of  Uic  lour,  umI 
vhkh  *"»  a  »'Ty  importsi.t  fcntiirc  i^  iit»  d^nnctcr tl>.  | 

*  |S«c  ii-U,  \oI.  I.  p.  4!^.  Jo«c()h  Kitier  anciWKTJ*  undertook  the  iniMge- 
a\en\  of  ihc  W^e  inn  at  Psulry,  atXltA  llir  AlirrTom  Arriis  but  did  not  >ucrc«<l 
In  that  CQT.opm.^W*!  TFN  .■'ii>tt.| 
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Mr.  Xainie ',  ailvocjite,  was  to  go  with  us  as  far  T<wt» 
as  St.  Andrews.  It  gives  me  pleasure  that,  by 
meTitioniiig  Lis  name,  I  connect  his  title  to  the  just 
and  baiidsunie  compliment  paid  him  by  Dr.  Johnson, 
in  bis  book;  **A  gentleman  who  could  stay  with  us 
only  long  enough  to  inake  us  know  how  nuich  we 
lost  by  his  leaving  us."  When  we  caine  to  Leith, 
I  talked  with  {>erhaps  too  l}oasting  an  air,  how  pretty 
the  Frith  of  Forth  looked ;  as  indeed,  after  the  pro- 
s|>ect  from  Constantinople,  of  which  1  have  been  told, 
and  that  from  Naples,  wliich  I  have  seen,  I  believe 
the  view  of  tliat  Frith  and  its  environs,  from  the 
Castli*-hiU  of  Edinburgh,  is  the  finest  prosj>ect  in 
Euro|>e.  '*Ay"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  that  is  the  state 
«f  the  world.     Water  is  the  same  every  where. 

Una  at  Injuid  csmla  forma  nwra^" 

I  told  Uim  the  i>ort  here  was  the  mouth  of  the 
river  or  water  of  Leith.  "  Not  hethey*  said  Mr. 
Naime.  "  \\'hy,  sir,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  *'  when  a 
Scotchman  sets  out  from  tliis  port  for  Knglaud,  he 
fingets  his  native  country.'*  Naiune.  "I  hojte, 
sir,  you  will  forget  England  here."  Johnson, 
"Then  'twill  be  still  more  I^'fhe.^  He  observed  of 
the  pier  or  quay,  **  you  have  no  occasion  for  so  large 
a  ooe,  your  trade  does  not  rc(]uire  it:  but  you  arc 
like  a  shopkee{)er  who  takes  a  shop,  not  only  for 
what  )te  has  to  put  into  it,  but  that  it  may  Ix!  be- 

*  (Mr-  William  Sumc.  ari.-rwHrdi  ^ir  WillUm,  aril  a  ]«Ap:  nf  lliir  coiin  of 
iHHaab,  ^  itv  tide,  inailc  cLiMica]  by  Stinkspcarc.  ori/ord  DuD^innait-  Hr  wm 
•>Hnof«enif>uk>U*  Lniegrtty.  \Vhi:n>heiifrile[iuteorFt'tili'\liuv,l)r  foutiil,  upi^n 
tan,  th*>  hr  huX  I'oriiiiil  ■  poor  nian'<  nu>c  moiHYrunly ;  tnd  a*  the  ooly 
If,  wrpplkd  the  Inigsnt  privately  with  moni-y  lo  cnny  ihc  nuii  tn  the 
oe  murt.  whole  bU  judftaivnt  woa  reren.d.  Sir  William  wa«  of  ilii-  nJd 
I  af  nunncn,  fomcwlMl  lornml,  but  putirli1i(ni(-Iy  well  bred. — WaltBR 
flOOTT.I 

■  Xan  Qlic  nrheii,  non  tu  niirabere  tilnia  i 
\}v%  c«l  injiuti  rKTuU  fonna  nwrik 

Otiid.  Amor.  1.  EL  cL  xL 


HtM  gnrta  nor  Ia»na  ilie  rulMcu  ocean  nhawa, 
l/oTiried  itill  iu  siuit  turfacr  flovK.  Boswell. 
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Tout  to  lieved  he  has  a  great  deal  to  put  into  it."  It  is  very 
true,  that  there  is  now,  comparatively,  little  trade 
upon  the  eastern  coast  of  Scotland.  The  riches  of 
Glasgow  nhow  how  much  there  is  in  the  west ;  and, 
perhaps,  we  shall  find  trade  travel  westward  on  a 
great  scale  as  well  as  a  small. 

We  talked  of  a  man's  drowning  himself.  John- 
son. "I  should  never  think  it  time  to  make  away 
with  myself."  I  put  the  case  of  Eustace  Budgell, 
who  was  accused  of  forging  a  will,  and  sunk  himself 
in  the  Thames,  before  the  trial  of  its  authenticity  came 
on.  "  Suppose,  sir,"  said  I,  "  that  a  man  is  absolutely 
sure,  that,  if  he  lives  a  few  days  longer,  he  shall  be 
detected  in  a  fraud,  the  consequence  of  which  will 
be  utter  disgrace  and  expulsion  from  society.* 
Johnson.  "Then,  sir,  let  him  go  abroad  to  a 
distant  country ;  let  him  go  to  some  place  where  he 
is  not  known.  Don't  let  him  go  to  the  devil,  where 
he  is  known !" 

He  then  said,  "  I  see  a  number  of  people  bare- 
footed here :  I  suppose  you  all  went  so  before  the 
Union.  Boswell,  your  ancestors  went  so  when  they 
had  as  much  land  as  your  family  has  now.  Yet 
Auchinleck  is  the  Field  of  Stones;  there  would  be 
bad  going  bare-footed  there.  The  lairds,  however, 
did  it."  I  bought  some  speldings,  fish  (generally 
whitings)  salted  and  dried  in  a  particular  manner, 
being  dipped  in  the  sea  and  dried  in  the  sun,  and 
eaten  by  the  Scots  by  way  of  a  relish.  He  had  never 
seen  them,  though  they  are  sold  in  London.  I  in- 
sisted on  Scottifying  ^  his  palate ;  but  he  was  very 
reluctant.  With  difficulty  I  prevailed  with  him  to 
let  a  bit  of  one  of  them  lie  in  his  mouth.  He  did 
not  like  it. 

<  My  friend,  General  CsmpbcIL,  GoTernout  of  Madras,  tells  me,  that  thej 
make  speldings  in  the  East  Indies,  pudcuUrly  at  Bombay,  irture  they  oiu 
them  Bambaloes. — BoawEX-t.. 
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In  crossing  Ibe  Frilh,  Dr.  Joliiison  detonninetl  Jj""[^ 
that  ue  kIiouUI  land  vifioii  Inch  Keith.     On  apinoach* 
ing  it,  we  first  observed  a  higli  rocky  sliore.      \\'e 
coasted  about,  and  put  into  a  little  biiy  on  the  north- 
west.     We  clambeU'd  up  a  very  steep  ascent,  on 
which  was  ver)'  gixnl  j^rass,  but  rather  a  profusion  of 
thistles.      There  were   sixteen  head  of  black  cattle 
gmziiig  upon  the  island.     Lord  Hailes  observed  to 
ine,  that  Drantome  calls  it  L'isle  dos  Chevaux,  and 
that  it  was  probably  "a  xafer  stablt'"   than   many 
otliers  iu  his  time.     The  fort,  with  an  inscription  on 
it,  Maria  Re,  156-t,  is  strongly  bmlt.     Dr.  Johnson 
examined  it  with  much  attention.      He  stalked  like 
a  giant  among  the  luxuriant  thistles  and   nettles. 
There  are  three  wells  iu  the  island,  but  we  could  not 
find  one  in  tlic  fort.     There  must  probably  have  been 
one,  though   now  fille<l  up,  as  a  garrison  could  not 
subsist  without  it'.     But  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on 
this  little  sjwt.     Dr.   Johnson  afterwards  bade  me 
try  to  write  a  description  of  our  discovenng  Inch 
Keith,  iu  the  usual  style  of  travellers,  describing  fully 
erePi'   jiarticular;  stating  the  grounds  on  which   we 
concluded  that  it  nuist   hare  once  been  inhabited, 
and  introducing  many  sage  reflections,  and  we  should 
see  how  a  thing  might  \w  covered  in  words,  so  as  to 
induce  people  to  come  and  sur\'ey  it.     All  that  was 
told  might  lie  true,  and  yet  in  reality  there  might  l>e 
nothing  to  see.    He  said,  "I'd  have  this  island.    l*d 
build   a  bouse,  make  a  good  landing-place,  hove  a 
garden,  and    vines,  and  all   sorts   of  trees.     A  rich 
man,  of  a  hospitable  turn,  here,  would  have  many 
visitors  from  Edinburgh."     ^\^^en  we  had  got  into 
our  boat  again,  he  called  to  me,  "Come,  now,  pay  a 
classical  compliment  to  the  island  on  quitting  it.'* 

(Tlw  mndi»  of  the  fori  haTt  bten  rtftiovtd,  to  aukt  in  oanattuetbig  a  vay 
'  '  l%lilhou»e  upon  ihe  UUihI — Walteh  ^-ott.| 
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Toul  lo  I  happened  luckily*  in  allusion  to  the  l>eautiful  Queen 
Man*,  whose  name  is  upon  the  fort,  to  think  of  what 
Virgil  makes  vKneas  say,  on  having  left  the  country 
of  bis  charming  Dido  : 

"Inriuu,  rc!gin«,  tuo  dcIittarrcMni,** 

"Very  well  hit  off!"  said  he. 

Wc  dined  at  Kinghorn.  and  then  got  into  a  post- 
chaise.  A]r.  Nairne  and  his  servant,  and  Joseph, 
ro<le  by  U8.  We  stoppt-il  at  ('upur,  and  draiik  tea. 
We  talked  of  Parlianient ;  ajid  X  said,  I  supposed 
very  few  of  the  members  knew  much  of  what  was 
going  on,  as  indued  very  few  gentlemen  know  much 
of  their  own  private  affairs.  JoHXtiOX.  '*  Why,  sir, 
if  a  man  is  not  of  a  sluggish  mind,  he  may  be  his 
own  steward.  If  he  will  look  into  his  affairs,  he  will 
soon  learn.  So  it  is  as  lo  j»ublick  affairs.  There 
must  always  be  a  certain  number  of  men  of  business 
m  parliament."  Boswell.  '*  fiut  consider,  sir, 
what  is  the  house  of  commons?  Is  not  a  great  part 
of  it  chosen  by  peers?  Do  you  think,  sir,  they 
ought  to  have  such  an  influence?"  Johnson. 
"Yes,  sir.  Influence  must  ever  be  in  proportion  to 
property;  and  it  is  right  it  should."  Boswell. 
'•  But  is  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  the  common 
people  may  be  oppressed?"  Johxsok.  "No,  sir. 
Our  great  fear  is  from  want  of  power  in  government. 
Sucli  a  storm  of  vulgar  force  lias  broken  in."  Bos- 
WKI.L.  "  It  has  only  roared."  Johnsox.  *' Sir,  ic 
has  roared,  till  the  judges  in  ^Vestminster-Hall  have 
been  afraid  to  pronounce  sentence  in  opposition  to 
the  popular  cry.     You  are  frightened  by  what  is  no 

Unwilling  I  fiirxoak  jwa  frimiiin  rialt." — DryHeiu — BoswEll. 

[6ueb  is  the  ir&nKlBtion  wliich  Mr.  Umwcll  ^i^n,  though  it  Ioko  one  of  tlit 
ipOblU  nf  hia  my  happf  quotAlion,  by  ftubstitulili>;  far  •'t/iore,"  which  is  the 
L  anmer  vernoa,  die  wsrat  '■^frieuiHn  tUitr"  whicti,  on  thii  ocnuion,  tr^uld  twre 

nwi  no  mmiing  wlwuwTer, — Ed.] 


1773.— «TAT.  6*. 


£90. 


longer  dangerous,  like  presbyU^rians  by  pojiery.* 
a  pas 
ends,  "  and  would 


He  Tour  u» 

tbeii  repeateil  a  passnge,    I   think,  in  Butler's  Re- 
which   ends,  "  and  would   cr%'  fire !  fire ! 


cr)' 
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mams, 
Noah's  flood'." 

We  had  a  dreary  drive,  in  a  dusky  night,  to  St. 
Andrews,  where  we  arrived  late.  We  found  a  good 
supi)er  at  Glass's  inn,  and  Dr.  Johnson  revived  agree- 
ably. He  said,  "The  eollection  called  'The  Muses' 
Welcome  to  King  James'  (first  of  England,  and  sixth 
ofSeotland),  on  his  return  to  his  n;itive  kingdom, 
riiowed  that  there  was  then  abundaiuc  of  learning 
in  Scotland ;  and  that  the  conceits  in  that  cullection, 
with  which  people  find  fault,  were  mere  mode."  He 
added.  "  We  could  not  now  entertain  a  sovereign  so ; 
that  Buchanan  had  spread  the  spirit  of  learning 
auioiigst  UK,  but  we  had  lust  it  iluring  the  civil  wars." 
He  did  not  allow  the  Latin  poetrj*  of  Pitcainie  so 
much  merit  as  has  been  usually  attributed  to  it; 
though  he  owned  that  one  of  his  pieces,  which  he 
mentioned,  but  which  I  am  sorry  is  not  K|>ecified  in 
my  notes,  v>'ns  "ver)*  well"  It  is  not  inijmibable 
that  it  was  the  poem  which  Prior  has  so  elegantly 
translated'. 

After  supper,  we  made  a  procession  to  Saint  Leo-  * 

■  The  UMuce  quotHl  by  Dr.  JohnMin  ia  in  the  *^  (ihanctcr  of  the  Amko). 
Uj  Mao,'^  Uudirr'a  Rrmaixi^  p  >J3-i.  «dil.  17^4  :   '-  Ilr  pTMcJtrs  imlctd,  both 


fen  WBMn  and  out  of  maaau :  for  he  rula  at  Popery,  when  th<;  luid  u  ilmoat 
lotf  in  Prabjttiyi  and  wmilJ  cry  fin: !   tirv  !    iii  NtMli'*  Hood." 

Then  u  nmana  to  bdievp  that  iIiIn  pierc  vsi  lAt  wniiL-n  by  Ruilrr,  but  by 
Sr  Jolm  Bitkenhctd;  for  M'ood.  b  hii  Alf>rtir  Oiuiii^ntfi,  rvL  ii.  p.  G-IO, 
cniuttctatc*  U  atuutig  (hot  gcnllniian't  wnrliN,  and  give*  the  foUowinft  accmint 
of  tt;  •' '  Th4r  Asictiibly  .Man*  (ur  lh«  trhancicr  of  an  aiwinlily  inan],  irriticO  ^ 
Ift47,  LotiA.  l0r>i-3,  in  thiec  &)ic«t»  in  uuto.  TIm  copy  of  it  van  laktm  from 
the  auibor  by  tbtnc  irhii  laiil  iJiiy  cnulu  not  tab,  beouM  all  *m  thritu  t  ■■> 
cfccixJ  vtui  thry  likitl  not:  aiid  m  iranitUd  jnil  rcfuniw-d  it,  ttial  ii  wa*  nq^  * 
dhaneiCT'ofao  aucmbly.  but  of  [IicitikJvm.  A(  lenph,  a^tcr  it  lia<l  rlqii  irvcrd. 

Kca,  the  autlxir  publUlicd  it,  to  avoid   falne  i-jipici.      It  ii  alnO  rcptlniA  in  I 
k  mtitlcd '  Wit  and  Loy^ty  rrvivcd,'  in  a  ccillectioa  of  mkik  wtitai  *»tyfin^^ 
*cr*e    Mid  pnSM  on  tbt  lau  tini«f,   Lond.    IG83,  qa.,  mM  to  br  wrilicn  by 
Abf.  (««lry.  Si(  .luhn  Birkcrthc&d,  luid   lludibnw,  aliaa  Sam.   Butlrr."*  Pot 
thb  mrfimiattnn  I  ani  indebted  to  Mr.  Ki'id,  ofSiajdi-  Inn. — BokwcliV 

*  (More  likely  ibc  Sm  epitapti  on  John  Viscouni  of  QiindA,.tnnsUU!^y 
Diydu.  and  bcgioninit  IJltimi-  .SV"''! rename- — WAt.f^l  t^CQTT.  1  * 


Tout  to 
Ucbrid. 


nard's  college,  the  landlord  walking  before  us  with 
a  candle,  and  the  waiter  with  a  lantern.  'J'hat  l*o1- 
lege  had  some  time  before  been  dissolved ;  and  Dr. 
Watson,  a  professor  here  (the  historian  of  Philip  II.), 
had  purchased  the  ground,  and  what  buildings  re- 
mained. \V'hen  ue  entered  his  court,  it  seemed 
quite  academical ;  and  we  found  in  his  house  very 
comfortable  and  genteel  accommodation'. 

7Vtur.t(fft//,  1  Q//i  August, — We  rose  much  refreshed. 
I  had  with  me  a  mapofScotland.aBible,  which  was 
given  me  by  Lord  Mountstuart  when  we  were  to- 
gether in  Italy,  and  Ogdcn's  "Sermons  on  Prayer.^ 
Mr,  Nairne  introthued  us  to  Dr.  Watson,  whom  we 
found  a  well  informed  man,  of  very  amiable  manners. 
Dr.  Johnson,  after  they  were  acquainted,  said,  '*  I 
take  great  delight  in  him."  His  daughter,  a  very 
pleasing  young  lady,  made  Tireakfast.  Dr.  Waluon 
observed,  that  Glasgow  university  had  fewer  home 
Rtudents  .since  trade  increased,  as  learning  was  rattier 
incompatible  with  it.  Johnson.  **  Why,  sir,  as 
trade  is  now  carried  on  by  suhortlinate  hands,  men 
in  trade  have  as  much  leisure  as  others ;  and  now 
learning  itself  is  a  trade.  A  man  goes  to  a  book- 
seller, and  gets  what  he  can.  We  have  done  with 
pHtronagL'.  In  the  infancy  of  learning,  we  find  some 
great  man  praised  for  it.  This  diffused  it  among 
others.  When  it  becomes  general,  an  author  leaves 
the  great,  and  apjAies  to  the  multitude."  Boswf.ll. 
"  It  is  a  shame  that  authors  are  not  now  better  pa- 
tronised." JoiixsoN.  "  No,  sir.  If  learning  cannot 
support  a  man,  if  he  must  sit  with  his  hands  across 
till  somelxMly  feeds  him,  it  is  as  to  him  a  bad  thing, 
and  it  is  better  as  it  is".  With  patronage,  what 
flattery  !  what  falseliood  !     Wliile  a  man  is  in  equi- 

4P  Iff  jnumal,  fVani  this  d^y  incIuMvv,  v»  md  \tj  Dr.  .7ohnion.^BoswCLL. 
*  [All  thkii  veiy  juu  but  not  vt^  consuuni  with  bis  campkint  of  Loid 
ChoteifiaU'it  irieffiekrll  patMnut-   ^v  un/r,  vol.  1.  p.  a4S,  &c.— Ed.) 
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libho,  he  throws  truth  among  the  multitude,  and  '^""'^ 
lets  them  take  it  as  they  please :  in  patronage,  he 
must  say  wliat  pleases  his  patron,  and  it  is  an  equal 
chantv  wliL'ther  tliat  be  truth  or  falsehood."  \\' atson. 
"  But  is  it  not  the  ease  now,  that,  instead  of  flattering 
one  i»erson,  we  flatter  the  age?**  Johnson.  '*No, 
sir,  Tlie  world  always  lets  a  man  tell  what  he  thinks 
his  own  way.  I  wonder,  however,  that  so  many 
people  Jiave  writteu,  who  might  have  let  it  alone. 
Tliat  people  should  endeavour  to  excel  in  conversa- 
tion, ]  do  not  wonder ;  because  in  conversation  praise 
is  instantly  re verl>e rated." 

We  talked  of  change  of  manners.  Dr.  Johnson 
obiierTed,  that  our  drinking  Ic&a  than  our  ancestors 
was  owing  to  the  change  from  ale  to  wine.  "  1  re- 
member," said  he,  "  when  all  the  decent  |>eo])le  iu 
Lichfield  got  drunk '  every  night,  and  were  not  the 
worse  thought  of.  Ale  was  elieap,  so  you  pressed 
strongly.  When  a  man  nmst  bring  a  bottle  of  wine, 
he  is  not  in  such  haste.  Smoking  has  gone  out.  To- 
be  sure,  it  is  a  shocking  thing,  blowing  smoke  out  of 
our  mouths  into  other  people's  mouths,  eyes,  and 
tioscs.  and  liaving  the  same  thing  done  to  us.  Vet 
J  canuot  account,  why  a  thing  which  requires  80 
Utile  exertion,  and  yet  preserves  the  mind  from  total 
%'»cuily,  should  have  gone  out.  Every  nian  lias 
something  by  which  he  cahns  himself;  beating  with 
his  feet,  or  so-.  I  remember  when  people  in  England 
changed  u  shirt  only  once  a  week ;  a  Pandour,  when 
he  gets  a  shirt,  greases  it  to  make  it  last.  Fonuerly, 
good  tradesmen  had  no  hre  hut  iii  the  kitchen  ;  never 


■  [As  aa  lUtn  in  the  hiitory  of  nuHucn,  it  may  be  obKtrc<l,  tbat  drinking 
JiH  hw  dimtiLubcd  ywaily  iii  llw  nti-nimj'  ewn  of  those  who  can  rcmeintm 
Vt  fifty  ynn.  The  tute  for  nunkim^,  iHiircvcr.  had  revivrd,  probaUy 
A«  nUitMr^  hnbltt  of  Europe  tlurii>K  ihc  French  wan  ;  but  imtnd  «f  tho 
Mkniary  pip',  th*  ambolatnry  ci^r  U  now  chiefly  ascd.  Sec  aute^  *.  i. 
Bt  Sn,  mt  obicrntiaa  of  Johnson's  that  inwuiity  had  tnrrvaMd  aa  ntioktiif 
itdbtdL—En.] 

*  Dt.  Johnaon  u*ed  to  practiM  ihia  hiiiucif  wry  itntch. — UoBWEU.. 
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^^^  i»  tlif  parlour,  except  on  Sunday.  My  father,  who 
was  a  inngistrate  of  Lithfii'ld,  lived  tlius.  They  never 
bc(,'aii  to  have  a  firo  in  tlie  parlour,  but  on  leaving 
ofi'  husiness,  or  some  great  revolution  of  their  life." 
Dr.  Wat.son  said,  the  hall  was  as  a  kitchen,  in  old 
squires'  honses.  JoiiNsoN.  "No,  sir.  The  hall 
was  for  gnat  oecasious,  and  never  was  used  for  do- 
Diestick  refection."  We  talked  of  the  Union,  and 
what  money  it  had  hrought  into  Scotland.  Dr. 
>\'atson  observeil,  that  a  little  money  formerly  went 
as  far  as  a  ijrcat  deal  now.  Johnson.  "  In  specu- 
lation, it  seeniR  that  a  .smaller  quantity  of  money, 
e<pial  in  value  to  a  larger  quantity,  if  eqimlly  divided, 
should  produce  the  same  effect.  But  it  is  not  so  in 
reality.  Many  more  conveniencies  and  elegancies  arc 
enjoyed  where  money  is  plentiful,  than  where  it  is 
scarce.     Perhaps  a  great  familiarity  with  it,  which 

I  j^ises  from  plenty,  makes  us  more  easily  part  with  it." 
After  what  Ur.  JotnisoH  had  said  of  St.  Andrews, 

f*^liich  he  had  long  wished  to  see»  as  our  oldest  uni- 
versity, and  the  seat  of  our  primate  in  the  days  of 
ei)isropa(y,  f  can  say  little.  Since  tlie  publication  of 
Dr.  Jolnison's  hook,  I  find  that  he  has  been  censured 
for  not  seeing  here  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Uule',  a 
curious  piece  of  sacred  architecture.  But  this  was 
neither  his  fault  nor  mine.  We  were  both  of  us 
□bundautly  desirous  of  surveying  such  sort  of  an- 
tiquities ;  but  neither  of  us  knew  of  this.  I  am 
afraid  the  censure  must  fall  on  those  who  did  not 
tell  us  of  it.  In  every  place,  where  theie  is  any  thing 
worthy  of  observation,  there  should  be  a  short  printed 

[  directory  for  strangers,  such  as  we  find  in  all  the 
towns  of  Italy,  and  in  some  of  the  towns  in  Eng- 

*  [tl  »  very  KinguW  how  ihej  eould  mias  wrinit  Sl  Ruk'i  cbapd,  ut  ecde- 
riutinl  building,  ihc  matt  andert,  prrhipE,  in  (inw  Briiun.  It  ixftaqtuire 
tover,  which  aikndi  clotc  bv  thr  nittixtf  tlic  old  cnthcdnl.  Murtim't  AntltfuiMn 
DM  Audrri  an  tio<K  pubmhcd.  — Wai.tzk  ScoTT.] 
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laiid.  I  was  toM  that  there  is  a  maiiURm])t  account  Tour  w 
of  St.  Andrews,  by  Martin,  secretarj'  to  Archbishop 
Sharp;  and  that  one  Douglaji  lias  piiblislied  a  small 
arcount  of  it.  I  inquired  at  a  bookseller's,  but  could 
not  get  it.  Dr.  Johnson's  veneration  for  the  hie- 
rarchy is  well  kno^vn.  There  is  no  wonder  then, 
that  he  was  aflecteil  with  a  strong  indignation,  while 
he  beheld  the  ruinR  of  religious  magnificence.  I 
bflppened  to  ask  where  John  Knox  was  buried.  Dr. 
JoUoson  burst  out,  "  I  hope  in  the  highway.  I 
have  been  hM>king  at  his  reformations." 

It  was  a  very  fine  day.  Dr.  Johnson  seemed  quite 
wrapt  up  in  the  contemplation  of  the  scenes  which 
were  now  presented  to  hiui.  He  kept  his  hat  off 
u  hile  he  was  upon  any  part  of  the  ground  where  the 
cathedral  had  stood.  He  said  well,  that,  "  Knox  bad 
set  on  a  moli,  without  knowing  where  it  would  end  ; 
uid  that  ditfering  from  a  man  in  doctrine  was  no 
reason  why  you  should  pull  his  hoTise  about  his  ears." 
As  we  walked  in  the  cloisters,  there  was  a  solemn 
echo,  while  he  talked  loudly  of  a  pro|)er  retirement 
from  the  world.  Mr.  Nairne  sfiid,  he  had  an  in- 
clination to  retire.  I  called  Dr,  Johnson's  attention 
totJiis,  that  1  might  hear  his  opinion  if  it  was  right. 
Johnson.  "  ^'es,  when  he  has  done  Iiis  duty  to 
society.  In  general,  as  ever)'  man  is  oldiged  not  only 
to  Move  (Jod,  but  hia  neighbour  as  himSelf,'  he 
must  hear  his  part  in  active  life ;  yet  there  are  ex- 
ceptions. Those  who  are  exceedingly  scnipnlous 
(wbicJi  1  do  nut  approve,  for  I  am  no  friend  to 
scruples),  and  find  their  scrupulosity  invincible,  so 
that  tliey  are  quite  in  the  dark,  and  know  not  what 
they  iihall  do,— or  those  who  cannft  resist  tempta- 
tions, and  find  they  make  themselves  worse  by  being 
in  the  world,  without  making  it  better,  may  retire. 
I  never  read  of  a  hermit,  but  in  imagination  I  kiss 
fats  feet ;  never  of  a  monaslen,-,  but  I  could  fall  on 
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Tourut  my  knees,  and  kiss  the  ]}Rvement.     But  I  think  put- 

HiMd. 


tinfr 


people  there,  who  know  nothing  of  life, 


young 

nothing  of  retirement,  is  dangerous  and  wicked, 
is  a  saying  as  old  as  Hesiod, 


It 


That  is  a  very  noble  line :  not  that  young  men  (thould 
not  pray,  or  old  men  not  give  counsel,  but  that  every 
aeason  of  life  has  its  proper  duties,  I  have  thouglit 
of  retiring,  and  have  tJilkwl  of  it  to  a  friend ;  but  I 

hfind  iny  vocation  is  rather  to  active  life."  I  said, 
some  young  monks  might  be  allowed,  to  show  that  it 
is  not  age  alone  that  can  retire  to  pious  solitude;  but 
he  thought  this  would  only  show  that  they  could  not 
resist  temptation. 

He  wanted  to  mount  the  steeples,  but  it  could  not 
be  done.  There  are  no  good  inscriptions  here.  Bad 
toman  characters  he  naturally  mistook  for  half 
Gothick,  half  Roman.  One  of  the  steeples,  which  he 
was  told  was  in  danger,  he  wished  not  to  be  taken 
down;  "for,"  said  he,  "  it  may  fall  on  some  of  the 
posterity  of  John  Knox;  and  no  gieat  matter*!" 
Diimcr  was  mentioned.    Johnson.  "Ay,  ay,  amidst 

1*11  these  sorrowful    scenes,   I  liave  no  objection  to 

'dinner." 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  castle  where  Cardinal 

t3eatou  was  murdered  ',  and  tlicn  visited  Principal 


'  "  Let  jrouUi  m  deedi,  in  couhmI  nmn  crtgtigei 

I'laj^T  is  (h«  pn>|icT  duij  of  old  ■gc."— Boh  well  ■ 
[Sci,  on  ihi»  Internoing  Bubjcci,  auie,  p.  tU — Kd.] 

*  |Thc«e  towers  hsTcbccn  rtpuredbf  Uw  i^avcnuiiciir,  with  a  proper  ittculion 
U>  ihe  intiiiuitics  of  the  oouotry. —  \Vjilteh  Hcott.J 

3  |I>arid  BcKton,  fj|niil  uid  archbuhop  of  St.  ADdrcT*,  wu  munlmd  mi 

'the  -iJ-h  yiay,  1M0,  i^ia  eauUe  uf  St.  Aiidmf»,  by  Jalio  Mid  Norman  Letilie 

'{of  itic  Kmlics  faiuil?),  and  hidc  ixhiink.  In  vcngeancv,  a*  tbey  aUesed  (thoueh 

<  doubt  ihoy  had  uto  personal  moiit-oi).  of  the  ahxre  th«  carriitiaJ  tuul  in  tlic 

tdcKlh  of  Air.  Qvarfe  Wi*)iart,  n  pnH'.'Msni  niiniHtLt  of  great  rfputnuoti,  wbu 

Sud  latdj-  been  bunted  for  lu-n^y  m  ihi.'  catilind't  own  jimcncc.     ■  ■  The  canlinal 

rai  aiurdered,"«a}'Bi>t.  JiihnMMi  in  ttU"  Journey,"  "bjr  ihcmfiiBin  ofrvfbmia. 

liim,  in  (br  tnaiuicr  of  wliidi  Kiinx    has  given  «hai  lie  htRUcU' calb  ■  mcny 

lunative." — (Or**,  vol  vHi.  p.  21±— Uv.] 
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Muri&on  at  bis  college,  where  is  a  good  library  room;  Jj^M^ 
but  the  prinoipal  was   abundantly  vain  of  it,  for  he 
seriously  said  to  Dr.  Johnsoiit  **  Vou  ha\e  not  such  a 
one  in  England  '." 

The  professors  entertained  us  with  a  very  good 
dinner.  Present :  Muvison,  Shaw,  Cooke,  Hill, 
Haddo,  Watson,  Flint,  lirown.  I  obsened,  that  1 
wondere<i  to  see  him  eat  so  well,  after  viewing  so 
many  sorrowful  scenes  of  ruined  religious  magni- 
ficence. 'MVbVt"  said  he,  "  I  am  not  sorry,  after 
seeing  these  gentlemen,  for  they  are  not  sorry." 
Murison  said,  all  sorrow  was  bad,  as  it  was  murmur- 
ing aj^iiist  the  dispensations  of  Providence.  JoHN- 
»ON'.  "  Sir,  sorrow  is  inherent  in  hiiiiianity.  As  ymi 
rnniiot  judge  two  and  two  to  be  either  five  or  three, 
but  certainly  four,  so,  when  comparing  a  worse  pre- 
■ent  state  with  a  better  which  is  past,  you  cannot  but 
feel  sorrow.  It  is  not  cured  by  reason,  but  by  the 
incursion  of  present  objects,  which  wear  out  the  past. 
You  need  not  murmur^  though  you  are  sorry.** 
McRisoN.  •*  Hni  St.  Paul  says,  *I  have  learnt,  in 
whatever  state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content.'" 
Johnson.  •*  Sir,  that  relates  to  riches  and  poverty; 
for  we  see  St.  Paul,  when  he  had  a  thorn  in  the 
flesli,  prayed  earnestly  to  have  it  removed  ;  and  then 
he  i*ould  not  l»e  content."  Murison,  thus  refuted, 
tried  to  be  smart,  and  drank  to  Dr.  Johnson,  "  Long 
may  you  lecture  f"  Dr.  Johnson  afterwanls,  8{ieaking 
of  bis  not  drinking  wine,  said,  *'  The  doctor  spoke  of 
irtturhff  (looking  to  him).  I  give  all  these  lectures 
on  water." 

•  (■'Tl)rlil««ry,"a»y»  Johnwn,  good-humourwlly, "  UDotTcrr-ipaciotitr  but 
deput  :»~-'  '^'"'^"'HT*.  The  doctor  by  vlwm  it  wu  4M«n  hopc^  lo  inluu  or 
Mbduc  -■  vanity  by  tcUIng  me,  that  *e  h*d  no  nich  npowtaty  of 

taafa  ill  :  '  I  <  The  libruty  ai  St.  Andrvn  U,  the  •diwr  b  Infbrmad, 
mattf-fivc  feri  lonji.  That  ol*  All  Souls,  in  Oxfotil.  t*  om-  humlntt  and 
li^Kty-tiAi  Art;  of  Christ  Church,  one  hundnM  ard  rorty-flnri  of  (Jimt)'*, 
mt  IrandrBd  and  tvrmiy.ihnr ;  nnd  eiuJi  of  t>i«  ifaro:  diriaiona  of  ib«  Uodlmn  is 
ihMlvicc  u  long  a»  Ok  Ubnvy  of  St.  Andrew* — Kd-] 
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He  defended  rcquirinf^  subscription  in  those  ad- 
mitted to  iiiiiver«ities,  thus:  *'  As  all  who  come  into 
the  country  must  obey  the  king,  so  all  who  corne  into 
an  university  must  be  of  the  church." 

And  here  I  must  do  Dr.  Johnson  the  justice  to  con- 
tradict a  very  absurd  and  ilt-natiired  story,  as  to  what 
passed  at  St.  Andrews.  It  has  lieen  circulate<l,  tiiat, 
after  grace  was  snid  in  KngU^h,  in  the  usual  manner, 
he  with  the  greatest  marks  of  coutenipt,  as  if  he  had 
held  it  to  l>e  no  grace  in  an  univer.<iity,  would  not  sit 
down  till  he  had  said  grace  aloud  in  Latin.  This 
would  have  been  an  insult  indeed  to  the  gentlemen 
who  were  entertaining  us.  But  the  truth  was  precisely 
thuet.  In  the  course  of  {-onversaiiou  at  dinner,  Dr. 
Johnson,  in  verygooil  humour,  said,  **  I  should  have 
expected  to  have  heard  a  Latin  grace,  among  so  many 
learned  men  :  we  had  always  a  Latin  grace  at  Oxford. 
I  believe  I  can  repeat  il."  Which  he  did,  as  giving 
the  learued  men  in  one  place  a  s|>ecimcn  of  what  was 
done  by  the  learned  men  in  another  place. 

We  went  and  saw  the  church,  in  which  is  Arch- 
bishop Sharp's '  monument'.  I  was  struck  with  the 
same  kind  of  feelings  with  which  the  churches  of 
Italy  impressed  me.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  Dr. 
Johnson  actually  in  St.  Andrews,  of  which  we  liad 
talked  so  long.  Professor  Haddo  was  with  us  this 
afternoon,  along  with  Dr.  Watson.  We  looked  at 
St.  Salvador's  C'ollege.  The  rooms  for  students 
Beemed  verj'  conunwlious,  and  Dr.  Johnson  said,  the 
chapel  was  the  neatest  place  of  worship  he  had  seen. 
The  key  of  the  librai-y  could  not  be  found :  for  it 


■ 

I 


>  [Junes  Shv]*,  AtdibuJuip  of  6l.  Andiew'a.  wu  dri^qfcd  fram  hia  oo*ch, 
.  and  BiurdeTed  in  tht  omii  or  h'u  dAuj^hlor,  on  >lAfi;u»  Moor,  M  of  Mmy,  1879. 
.  Sir  Woltn  ^cott,  in  tiLi  rdchmud  utir,  rntitlcd  Old  .Morulity,  Iim  lotd  tfait 
)  mory  «ith  «1I  the  force  of  hutof)'  and  idl  ihc  intcrcat  of  ramuin- — l^t>.] 
^  *  [The  monutoent  uof  ItaliKD  muhlts  The  brother  of  the  mrhbishMp  U-ft 
■  mim  for  prcscrrtng  it,  whtcli,  in  mur  unlmppy  year,  *-m  njwnded  in  palniino 
It  in  mmtblaiKT  of  t\-alit_r-  The  daubing  Urtownmorctl ^rALTCRScoTT.' 
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setmis  Professor  Hill,  who  was  out  of  town,   had  i""""" 

rlebraL 

taken  it  witli  him.  Dr.  Johnson  told  a  joke  lie  had 
heard  of  a  monastery  abroad,  where  the  key  of  the 
library  could  never  be  found. 

It  was  somewhat  dispiriting,  to  see  this  ancient 
arrhirpiscopal  city  now  sadly  deserted.  We  saw  in 
one  of  its  streets  a  remarkable  proof  of  liberal  tole- 
ration ;  a  nonjuriug  clergyman,  struttiug  atrout  in 
his  canonicals,  with  a  jolly  countenance  and  a  roiuid 
belly,  like  a  well-fed  monk. 

We  observed  two  occupations  united  in  the  same 
person,  who  had  hung  out  two  sign-posts.  Upon 
one  was  "  .James  Elood,  White  Iron  Smith**  (/".  e.  tin- 
plate  worker).  Upon  another,  "  The  Art  of  Keiinng 
Taught,  by  James  Hood."  Upon  this  last  were 
painted  some  trees,  and  two  men  fencing,  one  of 
whom  had  hit  the  other  in  the  eye,  to  show  his  great 
dexterity;  so  that  the  art  was  well  taught.  JOHX- 
sox.  "  Were  I  studying  here,  I  shouUl  go  and  take 
8  lesaon.  I  remember  Hope,  in  his  book  on  this  art, 
says,  *  the  Scotch  are  very  good  fencers.' " 

We  returned  to  the  inn,  where  we  had  been  enter- 
tained at  dinner,  anil  drank  tea  in  company  with 
some  of  the  professors,  of  whose  civilities  1  beg  leave 
10  aild  my  humlile  and  very  grateful  acknowledge- 
ment to  the  honourable  testimony  of  Dr.  Johnson,  in 
his  "  Journey." 

\Xv.  talked  of  composition,  which  was  a  favourite 
tnpick  of  Mr.  M'atson,  who  first  distinguished  him- 
self by  lectures  on  rhetorick.  JoiixsoN.  "  |  advised 
Chambers,  and  woidd  advise  every  young  man  begin- 
ning to  compose,  to  do  it  as  fast  as  he  can,  to  get  a 
habit  of  having  his  mind  to  start  prom]illy ;  it  is  so 
much  more  difficult  to  improve  in  siH-eii  than  in  ac- 
curacy.** Watson.  "  I  own  I  am  for  much  atten- 
tion to  accuracy  in  composing,  lest  one  should  get 
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had  habits  of  doing  it  in  a  slovenly  manner. 
Johnson,  *'  Why,  sir,  you  are  confounding  doing 
iuaccurately  with  the  necessity  of  doing  inaccurately. 
A  man  knows  when  his  composition  is  inaccurate, 
and  when  he  thinks  fit  he'll  correitt  it.  But,  if  a 
man  ih  accustomed  to  comiiose  tJowly,  ami  witli  diffi- 
culty, upon  all  occasions,  tliere  is  danger  that  he 
may  not  compose  at  all,  as  wc  do  not  like  to  do  that 
which  is  not  done  easily;  and,  at  any  rate,  mure  time 
is  consumed  in  a  small  matter  than  ought  to  be/' 
Watson.  "  Ur.  Hugh  Clair  has  taken  a  week  to 
com]wse  a  sermon.**  Johnson.  **  Then,  sir,  that 
is  for  want  of  the  habit  of  coinposiug  quickly,  which 
I  am  insisting  one  should  acquire.**  Watson. 
'*  Bluir  \v:i8  not  composing  all  tlie  week,  but  only 
such  hours  as  he  found  himself  disposed  for  composi- 
tion." Johnson.  "Nay,  sir,  unless  you  tell  me  the 
time  he  took,  you  tell  me  nothing.  If  I  say  I  took 
a  week  to  walk  a  mile,  and  have  had  the  gout  6ve 
days,  and  been  ill  otherwise  another  day,  I  have 
taken  but  one  day.  I  myself  have  composed  almut 
forty  sermons.  I  have  iM-gim  a  sermon  after  dinner, 
and  sent  it  off  by  the  post  that  nighU  I  wrote  forty- 
eight  of  the  printed  octavo  pages  of  the  Life  of 
Savage  at  a  sitting ;  but  then  I  sat  up  ail  night.  I 
have  also  wrilteu  six  sheets  in  a  day  of  translation 
from  the  French'."  Boswell.  •'  We  have  all  ob-  f 
served  how  one  man  dresses  liimself  slowly,  and  an- 
other fast."  Johnson.  "  Vcs,  air;  it  is  wonderful 
how  much  time  sume  people  will  consume  in  dress- 
ing; taking  up  a  thing  and  looking  at  it,  and  laying  ■ 
it  down,  and  taking  it  up  again.     Hvery  one  should 

■  [TliU  muHt  lmv(^  h«cn  t1)«  tmiklntinn  of  IjhIioj  foi  JnhMtnn  mn«l«t«l  no 
other  irurk,  coniiviii^  of  thn  ntiiiib«-r  of  |mf{r<i  (vii.  Tiinelj->gdx),fVoai  itic  French. 
This  arcouni  of  so  much  dilit^eno;  clix-«  not  itocm  tokffrec  witli  that  bcfinv  given 
of  hi*  itiJoIviice  iii  cocQ]>letiiiK  iIiml  tmi»laition.  8««  «*to,  vol.  i.  p.  A6.  Uut. 
a*  Sir  W.  Hcoit  ohscrrcn,  '*  a,  pool  is  uMiully  succeeded  in  a  river  by  ■  ctiircnt, 
and  he  m^r  h*ve  wriaen  fMt  lo  make  up  Ice  iraj-." — Ed.( 
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the  habit  of  doing  it  quickly.     I  would  say  to  a  Tour  w 
"young  divine.   Here  is  yoxur  text ;  let  me  see  how 
soon  you  can  make  a  sermon.     'iMien  I  M  say.  Let 
me  see  how  nmch  better  you  tan  nialte  it.     Thus  I 
should  see  both  hiii<  powers  aufl  Ins  judgment." 

AVe  all  went  to  Dr.  Watson's  to  sui)per.  Miss 
Sharp,  great  grandchild  of  Archbishop  Sharp ',  was 
there,  as  was  Mr.  Craig,  the  ingenious  architect  of 
the  new  town  of  Edinburgli,  and  nephew  of  Thom- 
son, to  whom  Dr.  Johnson  has  since  dune  so  much  ^ 
justice  in  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets." 

We  talked  of  memory,  and  its  various  modes. 
Ji»HN80x,  "  Memory  will  play  strange  tricks.  One 
sometimes  loses  a  single  word.  I  once  lo^t ^fn traces 
iu  ihe  Ode  '  Posthmne,  Fostliuine." "  I  nientiuned 
to  him.  that  a  worthy  gentleman  uf  my  acquaintance 
sctually  forgot  his  own  name.  Johnson.  •*  Sir, 
that  was  a  morbid  oblivion." 

Friday^  20f/t  Atti^uH. — Dr.  Shaw,  the  professor  of 
divinity,  breakfasted  with  us.  I  took  out  my  "  Ogdeu 
on  Prayer,"  and  read  some  of  it  to  the  company. 
Dr.  Johnson  praised  him.  *' Aheniethy-  (said  he) 
allows  only  of  a  physical  eHW-t  of  praver  upon  the 
mind,  which  may  be  i)roduced  many  ways  as  well  as 
by  prayer;  for  instance,  by  meditation.  Ogdeu  goes 
farther.  In  truth,  we  have  ttie  consent  oi'  all  na- 
tions for  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  whether  offered  up  by 
individuals  or  by  assemblies ;  and  Revelation  has 
lold  us  it  N\-ill  be  eflTectual."     I   said,  "Leechinan^ 


*  \Xi  b  very  »in|CuUT  thai  Dr.  JnhiMna,  with  alt  his  cpi'cnpiil  part»Uiy, 
rfkooU  Imvc  milnt  AichbiNhnp  Sbsrp'i  rn'OnnniLTtl,  mid  been  In  cniTipfttiy  with 
Uft  daceodant,  wiiboat  nukirg  uiy  obMrcation  on  his  chvaclvr  uid  iiKUnchuly 
ilralTi,  or  aa  ibt  general  xubfnH  nl'  Sriittisli  cjiiwriipor)'. — Wai.i  f.n  Slutt.) 

*  (An  Iriih  disMniing  divine,  vhn-w  "  nimwrMV  on  the  Divine  Aitributet," 
■tod  ■omr  r^itmcs  of  tcnnoni,  arc  ht^fhly  eateaniid  even  bjr  the  dtrgy  ofibe 
diBKh  vt  Rn|;land.      He  dtcd  id  I7II1  >»  >hi'  nixlicth  yvw  uf  hi*  A|;e.^lCb.] 

*  |Ur.  WiUiain  Lccdimiiii,  a  Scotch  divine,  who  pubUftlwd.  amwiKSl  otlur 
wimble  worlu.  a.  diicounc  "  On  the  Natiut,  Hauoiubkncsa,  ud  Aorantagca 
tt  Pmfcr,"      He  died  in  17H.'>.  Agnl  dRhty. — Kik) 
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seemed  to  incline  to  Abernethy's  doctrine."  Ur. 
Watson  observed  tiiat  Leechmau  meant  to  sbow  that, 
even  admitting  no  efloct  to  be  produced  by  prayer, 
respecting  the  Deity,  it  was  useful  to  our  own  miuds. 
He  liad  given  only  a  part  of  his  system  :  Dr.  JoIlh- 
sou  thought  lie  sboidd  have  given  the  whole. 

Dr.  Johnson  enforced  tlie  strict  observance  of  Sun- 
day '.  *'  It  should  be  diflVreut  (lie  observed)  from 
another  day.  Peojile  may  walk,  but  uot  throw 
stones  at  binls.  There  may  be  relaxation,  but  there 
should  be  no  levity." 

We  went  and  saw  Colonel  Nainie's  garden  and 
grotto.  Here  was  a  fine  old  plane  tree.  ITnluckily 
the  colonel  said  there  was  but  this  and  another  large 
tree  in  the  cminty'.  This  a.s.sertion  was  an  excellent 
cue  for  Dr.  Johusou,  who  laughed  enormously,  calling 
to  me  to  hear  it.  He  had  expatiated  to  nie  on  the 
nakedness  of  that  part  of  Scotland  Avhich  he  liad 
seen.  His  "Journey"  lias  been  violently  abused  for 
what  he  lias  said  upon  this  subject.  Hut  let  it  be 
considered  that  when  Dr.  Johnson  talks  of  trees,  he 
means  trees  of  good  size,  such  as  he  was  accustomed 
to  see  in  England  ;  and  of  these  there  are  certainly  > 
very  few  u|K)ii  the  eastern  coast  of  Scotland.  Be- 
sides, he  said,  that  he  meant  to  give  only  a  map  of 
of  the  road ;  and  let  any  traveller  observe  how  many 
trees,  which  deserve  the  name,  he  can  see  from  the 
road  from  Berwick  to  Aberdeen.  Had  Dr.  Johnson 
said  **  tliere  are  no  trees"  upon  this  line,  he  would 
have  said  what  is  colloquially  true ;  because,  by  no 
trees,  in  common  speech,  we  mean  few.     When  he 

■  fSw  oftte,  p.  7-i — ^o-} 

'  (.lohitKon  hu  bevn  unjutdjr  abuwd  far  diiHIiny  an  the  bnmuM'n  of  Pifct. 
'Then:  iirF  ^[tnd  ircvsin  mnay  puns  of  ihM  emmtjr,  b«it  |Ik  out  «M»t  Along  which 
'Uv  Johnson's  route  i*  CcTtaiiiiy  dntttuic  of  voud,  exo^tinj^  young  (dAiiudonK. 
The  aifier  tree  Dtenii<in<.-d  by  Colufie)  Naiinc  U  pmlMbly  thr  l^arljClhHm  plane, 
■bm»unn);  in  i-itTuniicT*:iic>,-  M  iW  aurtaci'  nearly  twenty  ftet,  and  «  llie  Mllinff 
>^Ni  of  ihc  bnncha  oiniitccn  feci,  ^'bi*  nimt  ol  ibt  forest  Btuids  in  a  oola 
CxpoMid  atutuian,  mptat  from  every  oihrr  utc — Wai.THIi  ScOTT.] 


I 
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is  particulai*  in  counting,  he  may  be  attacki^d.  I  know  Tuur  to 
not  Iiow  Colonel  Nairne  catne  tu  say  tliere  were  but 
two  large  trees  in  the  county  of  Fife.  I  did  not  per- 
ceive that  he  smiled.  There  are  certainly  not  a  great 
many ;  but  I  could  hare  shown  him  more  than  two 
at  Halniuto,  from  whence  my  ancestors  came,  and 
which  now  belongs  to  a  branch  of  my  family. 

The  grotto  was  ingeniously  constructed.  In  the 
front  of  it  were  petrified  stocks  of  fir,  plane,  and  some 
other  tree.  Dr.  Johnson  said  "  Scotland  has  no  right 
to  boast  of  this  grotto;  it  is  owing  to  personal  merit. 
I  uever  denied  personal  merit  to  many  of  you."  Pro- 
§moT  Shaw  said  to  me,  as  we  walked,  "  This  is  a 
wonderful  man :  he  is  master  of  every  subject  he 
buuHes."  Dr.  AN'atson  allowed  him  a  verj-  strong 
understanding,  but  wondered  at  his  total  inattention 
to  established  manner:^,  as  he  canie  from  London. 

I  have  not  preserved,  in  my  Journal,  any  of  the 
conversation  which  passed  between  Dr.  Johnson  and 
Professor  Shaw ;  but  I  recollect  Dr.  Johnson  said  to 
me  afterwards,  "  I  took  much  to  Sliaw." 

We  left  St  Audrews  about  noon,  and  some  miles 
from  it  observing,  at  Leuchars,  a  church  with  an  old 
lower*  we  stopped  to  look  at  it.  The  manse,  as  the 
parsonage-bouse  is  called  in  Scotland,  was  close  by. 
i  wailed  on  the  minister,  mentioned  our  names,  and 
begged  be  would  tell  us  what  he  knew  about  it.  He 
was  aver)' civil  old  man :  butcould  only  inform  us,  that 
itwas  supposed  to  have  stood  eight  hundred  years.  He 
told  ns  there  was  a  colony  of  Danes  in  his  parish; 
that  they  had  landed  at  a  remote  period  of  time,  and 
still  remained  a  distinct  people.  Dr.  Johnson  shrewdly 
inquired  whether  they  had  brought  women  with 
iheni.     We  were  not  satisfied  as  to  this  colony  '- 

•  [Tbt  Dimiili  colonji  u  Lcuchin  b  «  nin  imftstaalion  nmwming  ■  cvrtahi 
iMof  Uno  wtcckcil  un  S).ni|;liy  Pikvf> M'xi.Tr.n  Scorr  ) 
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IVe  saw,  tliis  day.  Dundee  and  A!)evhr(»tIiK*k, 
last  of  which  Dr.  Jnlinson  has  celebrated  in  bis 
"Journey."  Ui>on  the  road  wc  talked  of  the  Roman 
Calholiek  faith.  He  mentioned  (I  think)  TiUotson*8 
ai^uineut  against  transuhftUiitiatiun  :  *'  That  we  are 
as  sure  we  see  brea<l  and  wine  only,  as  that  we  read 
iu  the  Bible  the  text  on  which  that  false  doctrine  is 
founded.  \Ve  have  only  the  evidence  of  our  sensos 
for  both."  "  If  (he  added)  God  had  never  spoken 
figuratively,  we  might  hold  that  he  si)caks  literally, 
when  he  says,  'This  is  my  body.*"  Boswem,. 
"  But  what  do  you  say,  sir,  to  the  ancient  and  con- 
tinued tradition  of  the  church  tipon  this  point?" 
Johnson.  **  Tradition,  sir,  has  no  place  where  the 
Scri|itnreR  are  plain  ;  and  tradition  c;innot  jier^uade 
R  man  into  a  belief  of  transubstantiation.  Able  meu» 
indeed,  have  sairf  they  believed  it,"  M 

This  is  an  awful  subject.  I  did  not  then  press  " 
Dr.  Johnson  upon  it ;  nor  shall  I  now  enter  ujMin  a 
disquisition  concerning  the  im|>ort  of  those  words 
uttered  by  our  Saviour ',  which  had  such  an  effect 
upon  many  of  his  disciples,  that  they  "  went  hack, 
and  walked  no  more  with  him."  The  catechism  and 
solemn  office  for  communion,  iu  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, maintain  a  mysterious  belief  in  more  than  a 
mere  conmiemoration  of  the  death  of  Chiist,  by  par- 
taking of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine. 

Dr.  Johnson  put  me  in  mind,  that  at  Ht.  Andrews 
I  had  defended  my  profession  very  well,  when  the 
question  had  again  been  started,  Whether  a  lawyer  ■ 
might  honestly  engage  with  the  first  side  that  offers  | 
him  a  fee.  "Sir  (^aid  I),  it  was  with  your  at^u* 
ments  against  Sir  William  Forbes;  but  it  was  much 
that  I  could  wield  the  arms  of  Goliath." 

>  "  Then  Jcaus  uid  unto  tlicm,  verily,  vaily,  I  My  unto  Tou,  except  ft  <*t 
ihc  fteth  of  (he  Mn  of  nun.  anil  drnk  hia  blood,  jc  hare  no  fife  in  yoii."  flee 
Sl  .lidm'a  OoApci,  rh^p.  vi.  'i.l,  »r»I  I'nlEiitniig  vrrKn.-~Hn5wri.i.. 
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He  said,  our  jud^s  h.id  imt  gone  <l^ep  in  the  ques-  To.ir  to 
tion  concerning  Jit^rarj*  ]»ro|>trty.  I  mentioned  Lord 
Monhoddo's  opinion,  that  if  a  man  could  get  a  work 
by  heart,  he  might  print  it,  as  by  such  an  act  the 
mind  is  exercised.  Johnson.  "No,  sir;  a  man's 
repeating  it  no  more  makes  it  his  property,  than  a 
man  may  sell  a  cow  which  he  drives  home."  I  said, 
printing  an  abridgment  of  a  work  was  allowed,  which 
was  only  cutting  tlie  horns  and  tail  off  the  cow. 
JoHXMJN.  "No,  sir;  'tis  making  the  cow  have  a 
calf." 

About  eleven  at  night  we  arrived  at  Montrose. 
We  found  but  a  sorry  inn,  where  I  myself  saw  an- 
other waiter  put  a  lump  of  sugar  uith  his  fingers 
into  Dr.  Johnson's  lemonade,  for  which  he  called  him 
"rascal  !'*  It  put  me  in  great  glee  that  onr  landlord 
was  an  Englishman.  I  rallied  the  Doctor  upon  this, 
and  he  grew  (juiet.  Both  Sir  John  Hawkins's  aud 
Dr.  Burney's  "  History  of  Musick"  had  then  been 
advertised.  I  a.sked  if  this  was  not  unlucky :  would 
Ihey  not  hurl  one  another?  Johnson.  **  No,  sir. 
TTiey  will  do  good  to  one  another.  Some  will  buy 
tbe  one.  some  the  other,  and  compare  them ;  and  so 
a  Calk   ifl  made  about  a  thing,  and  the  books  are 


He  was  angry  at  me  for  pn>|)osing  to  carry  lemons 
wHh  ns  to  Sky,  that  he  might  be  sure  to  have  his 
lemonade.  "Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
Ibmight  that  feeble  man  who  cannot  do  without  any 
thing.  Sir,  it  is  very  bad  manners  to  carry  pro- 
visions to  any  man's  house,  as  if  he  could  not  enter- 
lain  ywi.  To  an  inferior,  it  is  oppressive ;  to  a 
nperior,  it  is  insolent." 

Having  taken  the  liberty,  this  evening,  to  remark 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  he  very  often  sat  quite  silent  for 
a  long  time,  even  when  in  company  with  only  a  single 

X  2 
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Tourio  fritnd,  wliJch  I  myself  had  sometimes  sadly  exjK- 
rieiiced,  he  siriiled  and  said,  "  It  is  true,  sir.  Tom 
Tyers  (for  ro  he  familiarly  called  our  ingenious  friend, 
who,  since  his  death,  has  paid  a  bi<^aphical  tribute 
to  his  menmry),  Tom  'J'yers  described  iiie  the  l>est. 
He  ODce  said  to  me,  '  Sir,  you  are  like  a  ghoHt :  you 
never  speak  till  you  are  si>oken  to'.'*' 

Saturday^  21^/  August. — Neither  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Nisbet>  the  established  minister,  nor  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Spooner,  the  episcopal  minister,  were  in  town.  Be- 
fore breakfast,  we  went  and  saw  the  townhalK  where 
is  a  good  datu'in^  room,  and  other  rooms  for  tea- 
driuking.  The  appearance  of  the  town  from  it  is 
very  well ;  but  many  of  the  houses  are  built  with 
their  ends  to  the  street,  which  looks  awkward.  Wliea 
we  came  do>\ii  from  it,  I  met  Mr.  Glt^,  a  mercliaut 
here.  He  went  with  us  to  see  the  Euglish  chapel. 
It  is  situated  ou  a  j)retty  dry  S|)ot,  and  there  is  a  hue 
walk  to  it.  It  is  really  an  elegant  building,  botil 
within  and  without.  Tlie  organ  is  adorned  with 
green  and  gold  Dr.  Johnson  gave  a  shilling  extra- 
ordinary to  the  clerk,  saying,  "He  belongs  to  an 
honest  church."  I  put  him  in  mind,  that  episcopulij 
were  but  dhuenters  here ;  they  ^vere  only  toU'rateiL 
'*  Sir,"  said  he, "  we  arc  here,  as  Christians  in  Turkey." 
He  afterward:}  went  into  an  apotliecary's  shop,  and 
ordered  some  medicine  for  himself,  and  wrote  the 
prescription  in  technical  characters.  The  boy  took 
him  for  a  physician. 

I  doubted  nmch  which  road  to  take,  whether  to  go 
by  the  coast,  or  by  Lawrence  Kirk  and  Mouboddo. 
I  knew  Lord  MonbtMldo  and  Dr.  Johnson  did  not 
love  each  other;  yet  I  was  unwilling  not  to  visit  his 

*  Tht»  cIcKiiption  of  Dr.  Jobtuaii  aftpeara  lo  h&re  been  bonowcd  ftom  ''Tom 
JoncK."  biNili  \i.  rlutp  2 :  "  The  oilwr,  trbo,  Itlur  «  |^uwt,  mtlj  wanlcd  to  be 
Aptdit;  u>,  Kadily  anivcr^"  &c — Doswell-  [BvAi  uv  borrowed  from  k 
general  •uptnutitioih  thai  ((tiiMta  tiiUkC  Sx  iL-nt  »]Mikt'ii  lo. — Kd.] 
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lorciship ;  and  waa  also  ruriotis 

I  mentioned  my  doubts  to  Dr.  Jolinsoru  who  said 
he  uotiltl  go  two  miles  out  of  his  way  to  see  Lord 
MonlxKhlo.  I  tlierefore  sent  Joseph  forward,  with 
the  following  note : 

"  Mr  OKAR  LORD, — THus  far  I  am  rome  witli  Rlr.  .Samuel 
Jfl|in«un.  We  mu^t  be  at  AbiTtleen  to-tii^)it.  I  know  you  do 
Dot  admire  him  m>  much  as  I  d»;  bui  I  cAtinnt  he  in  tJiiR  country 
williiuit  nmking  yim  a  lion- at  your  old  place,  as  I  do  not  know 
if  I  may  a^nin  h.ive  an  oppnrtunitj'  of  seeing  Monboddo.  Be- 
Mt9.  Mr.  Johnson  says,  he  would  f^lM-o  miles  out  of  his  way 
to  9ec  Lord  Alunboddo.  I  liave  sent  forward  my  servant,  Utst 
we  may  know  if  your  lordship  be  at  home.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  lord,  muxt  sincertly  yours,  "  Jameh  Bopwhi,!.." 

As  we  travelled  onwards  from  Montrose,  we  had 
the  Grampian  hills  in  our  view,  and  some  f^ood  Innd 
around  us,  but  void  of  trees  and  hedge.s.  Dr.  .Tolin- 
wn  has  said  ludicrously,  in  his  **  Jouniey,"  that  the 
kedgeJt  were  of  stone;  for,  instead  of  the  verdant 
Uiom  to  refresh  the  eye,  we  found  the  bare  wall  or 
dilte  iriterseeting  the  ])rosi«ft*t.  lie  observed,  that  it 
WB«  wonderfid  to  see  a  country  so  divested,  so  denuded 
of  trees. 

VVe  stopped  at  I^awrence  Kfrk,  where  our  great 
pammarian,  Ruddinian,  was  once  schoolmaster.  We 
rwpectfully  n'mcmtR-red  tliat  excellent  man  and  emi- 
nent scholar,  by  whose  labours  a  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  language  will  be  prescned  in  Scotland,  if  it 

'  Tboe  •erewTcrsI  pointB  oFsimiUriiyhotvcen  than;  Icwning.  cicwnm  at 
k^J,  pcrcakM)  of  a(K(cri,  uid  \  love  of  rcwftrch  od  matij'  nibjcca  which  pcopk' 
•  pODOBt  (In  not  )nvr<rigatr.  VocAe  paid  Ixrd  Monliodilo  ^ic  (mu)|ilimeni  of* 
mjfJD^  iLk  h«  w«,i  "an  Klu-vir  edition  of  Johii-ion."  It  his  bcm  •.hrcmlly 
olvrrTcd,  ihal  Kootc  nm«t  tiavc  mcwit  a  diDiinutivc,  or  pocket  cdiii'^n. — Itog. 
W1.L.  [Jahn«an  tiinTi>df thu>dtr!(tTibe9>IiiinlMunl>(Hldo  to  ftln.  Throlc:  "lie 
b  •  ^ceuh  judgt.  who  hu  lately  writrm  a  mnn^  l*ook  Bbrmi  llic  nrigiii  of  Un. 
^■■■e,  in  «hicn  be  tnccs  ntoinkey*  up  to  men,  and  mytt  thai  i"  tomr  rountrirs 
ShrDBBtaa  iftcHa  havr  tail«  likr  otlicr  bi-osLi.  ilc  iiii]iiiml  fortliac  long'tailcd 
■Ml  fram  fSir  Joacphl  Banks,  and  was  not  ptca^cd  that  ihey  had  not  been 
innd  in  all  lito  penmen fiatint] a.  He  ulkcd  OOthlnft  of  ihla  <u  mc." — fWfrr*, 
*.  I.  p.  114 — ho.\ 
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Touiio  shall  be  prtserved  at  all.  Lord  Gardenston  \  one  of 
our  jurl{<es,  tollwU-d  iiiuiiey  to  raise  a  mouumeut  to 
him  at  this  place,  whifb  1  hope  will  be  well  executed. 
I  know  my  father  gave  five  guineas  towards  it. 
Lord  Gardenston  is  the  proprietor  of  Lamrence  Kirk, 
and  has  encouraged  tlie  building  of  a  niannfacturinj^ 
village,  of  which  he  is  exceedingly  fond,  and  has 
written  a  pamphlet  upon  it,  ns  if  he  had  founded 
Thebes,  in  which,  however,  there  arc  many  useful 
precepts  strongly  expressed.  The  villaj^e  seemed  to 
be  irregularly  built,  some  of  the  houses  being  of  clay, 
6<mie  of  brick,  and  some  of  brick  and  stone.  Ur. 
Johnson  observed,  they  thatcheil  well  here. 

I  was  a  little  acquainted  with  Jlr.  Forbes,  the 
minister  of  the  parish.  ]  sent  to  infopn  him  that  a 
gentleman  desired  to  see  him.  He  returned  for 
answer,  "tliat  he  would  not  come  to  a  stranger." 
1  tlieu  gave  my  name,  and  he  came.  I  remonstrated 
to  him  for  not  coming  to  a  stranger;  and,  by  pre- 
senting liim  to  Dr.  Johnson,  proved  to  him  what  a 
stranger  might  sometimes  be.  His  Bible  inndcates 
"  be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strangers,"  and  men- 
tions the  same  motive'.  He  defendeil  himself  by 
saying,  "  He  bad  once  wme  to  a  stranger,  who  sent 
for  him;  and  he  found  him  *a  Utile worih pertionr  ** 
Ur.  Johnson  insisted  on  stopping  at  the  inn,  as  I 
told  him  that  Lord  Gardenston  had  furnished  it  with 
a  collection  of  books,  tliat  travellers  might  have  en- 
tertainmt-nt  for  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body.  He 
praiseil  the  design,  but  wished  there  had  been  more 
books,  and  those  better  chosen. 

<  I  Fnnds  Gankn, «  Scotch  LonI  nf  iSr»]on,  trho  cm-tcd  a  ven  prntf  um^ 
nvrr  Si.  BoTMnl's  Well,  an  ihv  bank  of  the  Water  of  Lcith.  lie  wm  a  mu 
of  uJcnis,  bat  of  •ome  incj^ulArit]:  or  niiiiil,  add  tlu-d  (U  i\  said,  under  uieUit. 
chnly  cirruTti^tannei)  in  IJIM* — Kn.] 

•  [''Be  not  foqjetful  tn  enMTtain  ntnuigcrs;  for  thiai-hjaoni*  hare  «ncrl»in«l 
mngtU  usAware*.*' — Ihb.  siii.  2.     A  moiJcKl  aUuxion  cm  the  pan  oT  Air.  Boa- 
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About  a  mile  from  Monboddo,  where  you  turn  off 
the  road,  Joseph  was  waiting  to  tell  us  my  lord  ex- 
pected us  U>  dinner.  We  drove  over  a  wild  moor. 
It  rained,  and  the  scene  \va«  somewhat  dreary.  Dr. 
Johnson  repeated,  with  solemn  emphasis,  Maclieth's 
speech  on  meeting  the  witches.  As  we  travelled  on, 
he  tuld  me,  "  8ir,  you  got  into  our  club  by  doing 
what  a  man  can  do '.  Several  of  tbe  members  wished 
to  keep  yon  out.  Burke  told  me,  he  doubted  if  you 
were  fit  for  it :  but.  now  you  are  in,  none  of  them  are 
sorry.  Burke  says,  that  you  have  so  much  good 
humour  naturally,  it  is  scarce  a  virtue,"  Boswell. 
"  They  were  afraid  of  you,  sir,  as  it  was  you  who 
projioKed  me.'*  JohnsoK.  *'  Sir,  they  knew,  that  if 
ihoy  refused  you,  they  'd  probably  never  have  got  in 
another.  I  'd  havu  kept  them  all  out.  Beauclerk 
was  very  earnest  for  you.'*  Hoswell.  '*  Beauclerk 
has  a  keenness  of  mind  which  is  very  uncommon.** 
JoHysoN.  "Yes,  fiir;  and  everything  comes  from 
him  so  easily.  It  appears  to  mc  that  I  labour,  when 
I  say  a  good  thing."  Boswi'j.i.  ''You  are  loud, 
sir,  but  it  is  not  au  effort  of  mind." 

Monboddo  is  a  wretched  place,  wild  and  naked, 
with  a  poor  old  house,  tlmugh,  if  I  recollect  right, 
there  are  two  turrets,  which  mark  an  old  baron's  re- 
sidence. Lord  Monboddo  received  us  at  his  gate 
most  courteously  ;  pointed  to  the  Douglas  arms  upon 
fai&  house,  and  told  us  that  his  great-grandmother  was 
of  tliat  family.  "In  such  houses,"  said  he,  "our 
ancetjtors  lived,  who  were  better  men  than  we."  "  No, 
no,  my  lord,"  said  Ur.  Johnson  ;  *'  we  are  as  strong  as 
they,  and  a  great  deal  wiser."  This  was  an  assault 
upon  one  of  Lord  Monboddo's  capital  dogmas,  and  I  was 
afhud  there  wouki  have  been  a  viuk'ut  altercation  in 

1  Tkb,  1  finul,  u  mnudueeil  u  obMure.  I  BuppoM  l>r.  John^ao  mnni,  UiM 
I  ■#■!■■  ili)|  ftnil  (mrontir  rrronimemli-d  mjrM-lf  Co  luMuc  of  UlC  manbciB.  H 
ta  •  f  TM  for  ui  clmion  into  iMu-liAuicnt. — K'ibwkli  ■ 
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T<j«(o  the  very  dost%  before  we  got  into  the  house.  But 
his  lurflsliip  is  distin^iishtMl  not  only  for  "  nncicnt 
luetaphysicks,"  but  for  ancient  /w/iV«^w<?,  "  /«  tieilie 
cour,**  and  he  made  no  reply. 

His  lordship  was  drest  in  a  ruRtick  suit,  and  wore 
a  littK'  round  hat;  he  told  us.  we  now  saw  him  as 
Fanner  Burnet,  and  we  should  have  !iis  family 
dinner,  a  farnieris  dinner,  ile  said,  "  I  should  not 
liave  forgiven  Mr.  Boswell,  had  he  not  brought  you 
here.  Dr.  Johnson.'*  lie  produced  a  very  long  Blalk 
of  com,  as  a  specimen  of  his  crop,  and  said,  "  You 
Bee  here  the  /a'fa,s'  segetes:*^  he  added,  that  Virgil 
seemed  to  be  a.s  enthusiastick  n  farmer  as  he,  and 
was  certainly  a  practical  one.  JoiiNSON.  "  It  does 
not  always  follow,  my  lord,  that  a  man,  who  bu 
written  a  good  poem  on  an  art,  has  practitjed  it- 
Philip  Miller '  told  me,  that  iu  Philips's  "  Cyder,"  a 
poem,  all  the  precepts  were  just,  and  indeed  hetter 
than  in  hooks  written  for  the  pur|)OSc  of  instructing; 
yet  Philipn  had  never  made  cyder." 

I  started  the  subject  of  emigration.  JoHNSON. 
**  To  a  man  of  mere  animal  life,  you  can  urge  no 
argument  against  going  to  America,  but  that  it  will 
be  some  time  before  he  will  get  the  earth  to  produce. 
But  a  man  of  any  intellectual  enjoyment  will  not 
easily  go  and  innnerse  himself  and  his  posterity  for 
ages  in  barbarism.'* 

He  and  my  lord  spoke  highly  of  Homer.  John- 
son. "  He  had  all  the  learning  of  his  age.  The 
shield  of  Achilles  shows  a  nation  in  war,  a  nation  in 
peace;  harvest  sport,  nay  stealing-."     Monboddo. 


I 


'  [Aulbor  of  tlw  "  Owdtmr'n  DUnlooaiy."— Ed.) 

■  \ly  DOU  of  (his  li  mucli  too  *1kwi.  Btvu  cm*c  laion\,  obttttfrntfia.  Vet 
ra  I  hKVe  ivKilvct),  tti«t  ihr  irriy  JhhtvmI  lehirh  Dr.  Jn/inmrni  rmd  ohvll  hr  prtv 
*vauA  lo  thv  publkk,  1  will  not  cxpnod  the  text  In  mij  coruKlenble  degree. 


t)uniKl>  I  1KB)'  «cc»ian«U]r  tiii|)|)l3r  «  word  to  emnnlele  the  unw,  u  I  fill  up  tha 

'  i<r  nf  which  can  he  witl  w  cfaanK 
One  of  the  b<^t  cHticlui  of  oar  age  conjcctLircv  that  toe 


hWiti»  of  ftbbrtTlaiion  in  the  imting,  nriiK 
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■  "  Ay,  and  what  we  (looking  to  me)  would  call  a  JS"^^ 
I    parUament-Iiouse  scene  ;  a  cauw  pleaded."     3ous- 

■  SON.  "  That  is  i)art  of  tlie  life  of  a  nation  in  peace. 
And  there  are  in  Homer  swell  characters  of  heroes, 
and  combinations  of  qualities  of  heroes,  that  the 
united  powers  of  mankind  e%er  since  have  not  pro- 
duced any  but  what  are  to  be  fouml  there."  MON- 
BODDO.  "  Vet  no  character  is  described."   Johkson. 

■  "No;  they  all  devclope  tliemselves.  Agamemnon 
ig  always  a  genflenian-like  character;  he  lias  always 
Batn?uxov  rt'.  That  the  ancients  held  so,  is  plain 
from  this:  that  Enripidcs,  in  his  Hecuba, makes  him 
the  person  to  interpose  V*  MoNRODDO.  "Thehi- 
story  of  manners  is  the  most  valuable.      I  never  set  a 

I  high  value  on  any  other  history."  Johnson.  "  Nor 
I ;  and  therefore  I  esteem  biography,  as  giving  us 
irhat  comes  near  to  ourselves,  wliat  we  can  turn  to 
uw."  Bosw£i,L.  "  But  in  the  course  of  general 
history  we  find  manners.  In  wai-s.  we  see  the  dis- 
positions of  people,  their  degrees  of  humanity,  and 
other i>artiriilar8."  Johnson.  "Yes;  but  then  you 
muKt  take  all  the  facts  to  get  this,  and  it  is  but  a 
Uttle  you  get."  MoNBOODO.  **  And  it  is  that  little 
which  makes  liistory  valuable."  Bravo  !  thought  I ; 
thcj*  agree  like  two  brothers.  Monboddo.  "  I  am 
•orry,  l>r.  Johnson,  you  were  not  longer  at  Edinburgh, 
(o    receive  the   homage   of  our  men  of  learning." 


kHiwfctt  pMiaip?  nborc  h^i  probdbli  been  ■<  foUoirji :  *''  In  hu  tiw>k  wc  luire 
m  Mcante  di»pbty  of  ■  n«(loii  in  ww,  «nd  a  oatkni  in  peace :  the  pcaunt  li 
Uinmicd  a*  inilr  w  tlic  grr.ml ;  nay,  even  liarmt  *pon,  and  l)w  inoilca  of 
MdoU  theft,  aicoocnlxd." — tinswKLi.. 

•  rAMwCAJ^f  reyu/ — Co.) 

•  Dr.  Joliiuaa  tnodoil]!-  mhI,  he  liatl  not  read  Homer  so  innch  as  b«  widicd 
hi  had  dooc  Bui  iht»  cirivenalion  nhowk  how  well  tic  wa«  actiuaintcd  with 
iW  3t4B0nian  hard ;  and  he  liai  »hawn  ii  <iuU  nicri.-  in  h'n  tritic i>iu  upon  I'opt'N 
B«BCI,  fat  tiit^  lift-  of  Uinl  pnc^t.  My  vxaWvm  rrk-nil,  .Mr.  Langlon,  told  me, 
hiVBtODcc  pment  at  a  di^pntc  bctwi-en  l>r.  .lohnKon  and  Mr.  BurVr,  on  ihv 
mmftnti'Tt  menu  of  Homer  and  Vin^l,  vhich  waa  carried  oo  with  cKlra- 
m^nmj  mbiilka  or  botli  side*.  I>t.  Johiuon  niaintainod  lfa«  aupeilority  of 
HlMt.      BOfWZ  L  L . 
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Johnson.  "My  lord,  I  received  great  respect  am 
great  kindness."  Boswell.  "  He  goes  back  to 
Edinbiirgli  after  our  tour.**  We  talked  of  the  de- 
crease of  leariiing  in  Scotland,  and  of  the  *'  Muses* 
Welcome."  Johnson.  "Learning is  much  decreased 
iu  England,  in  my  remembrance."  MoXBouno. 
"  Vou,  sir.  have  lived  to  see  its  decrease  in  England, 
I  its  extinction  iu  Scotland."  However,  I  brought 
him  to  confess  that  the  high  school  of  Edinburgh  did 
well.  Johnson.  *'  Learning  has  det-reased  in  Eng- 
land, because  learning  will  not  do  so  much  for  a  man 
as  formerly.  There  arc  other  ways  of  getting  pre- 
ferment. Few  bishops  are  now  made  for  their  learo- 
ing.  To  be  a  bishop,  a  man  must  be  learned  in  a 
learned  age,  factious  in  a  factious  age,  but  always  of 
eminence.  Warburton  is  an  exception,  though  his 
learning  alone  did  not  raise  him.  He  was  firKt  an 
antagonist  to  Pope,  and  helped  Theobald  to  publish 
his  Shakspeare ;  but,  seeing  Pope  the  rising  man. 
%vheu  Crousaz  attacked  liis  *  Essay  on  Man,'  fur  some 
faults  which  it  lias,  and  some  which  it  has  not,  War- 
burton  defended  it  in  the  Review  of  that  time.  This 
bruught  him  aoiuaintetl  with  Pojie,  and  he  gained 
his  friendsliip.  Poj»e  introduced  him  to  Allen,  Allen 
married  him  to  his  niece ;  so,  by  Allen's  interest  and 
his  own,  he  was  made  a  bisljop '.  But  then  his 
learning  was  the  xi/te  q«/(  fion.  He  knew  how  to 
make  the  most  of  it,  t)ut  I  do  not  fnid  by  any  dis- 
honest means,"  MoNBOnno.  "  He  is  a  great  man." 
Johnson.  "  ^'es,  he  has  gi'eat  knowledge,  great 
power  of  mind.  Hardly  any  man  brings  greater 
variety  of  learning  to  bear  ujion  his  point."     MoN- 


■  [It  WM  prolMblf  MtUD  CNiQVcruuoi)  of  the  MOie  Ume  w  thift,  iii)|>«rfecUy 
reoullcrlcd,  or  too  Kllt;)itly  coiuitlcml,  nliidi  ted  Mr.  Strshwi  lo  the  sutcuKU, 
aucBtioned  ant;  p.  37 ;  ihftt  the  king  had  told  Jobncon,  tbu  Popt  hud  ntadt 
tfarburton  a  b'uft^  Juhiucm'*  «m>utii,  ticrv  givm,  in  nOional  lo  itucit,  aaj 
cotwblcnl  wiih  iht  knnwn  fwrtii;  .^Ir.  SirnJiMn't  vtccclolc  it  nctthtr — Ed.] 


I 


I 
I 

I 

1 


.^TAT. 


•Mi 


I 

I 
I 


BODDO.  "He  is  one  of  tlie  greatest  lights  of  your  **'"'"''' 
chvircli."    Johnson.  "Why.  we  are  uot  so  sure  of 
his  being  very  firieudly  to  us.     lie  blazes,  if  you  will, 
but  that  is  not  always  tlie  steadiest  light.     Lowth  is 
aooUier  bi!>hop  who  has  risen  by  bis  learning." 

Dr.  Johnson  examined  young  Arthur,  Lord  Mon- 
boddo's  sou,  in  Latin.  He  answered  very  well ;  uj>ou 
which  lie  said,  with  eoniplacency,  **  Get  you  gone ! 
^^'hen  King  James  comes  back',  you  shall  be  in  the 
*  Muses'  Welcome  I'"  My  lord  and  Dr.  Johnson  dis- 
puted a  little,  wliether  the  savage  or  the  London  sliop- 
keeper  bad  the  best  existence.  His  lordship,  as  usual, 
preferring  the  savage.  My  lord  was  extremely  hos- 
pitable, and  I  saw  both  Dr.  .lohnson  and  him  liking 
each  other  better  every  hoxir. 

Dr.  Johnson  liaving  retired  for  a  short  time,  his 
lordship  spoke  of  his  conversation  as  I  could  have 
urished.  Dr.  Johnson  bad  said,  "  I  have  done  greater 
feats  witli  my  knife  than  this ;"  though  he  had  eaten 
ft  very*  hearty  dinner.  My  lord,  who  affects  or  be- 
lieves he  follows  an  abstemious  system,  seemed  struck 
Willi  Dr.  Johnson's  manner  of  living.  1  bad  a  par- 
ticular satisfaction  in  being  under  the  roof  of  Mou- 
boddo.  my  lord  being  my  father's  old  friend,  and 
having  been  always  very  good  to  me.  \Ve  were 
cordial  together.  He  asked  Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to 
litay  all  night.  When  I  said  we  nnist  be  at  Aber- 
deen, he  replied,  "Well,  I  am  like  the  Romans:  I 
shall  say  to  you,  '  Happy  to  come ;  happy  to  de- 
part !* "  He  thanked  Dr.  .lohnsou  for  his  visit. 
Johnson.  "  I  little  thonght,  when  I  had  the  honour 
to  roe^t  your  lordship  in  London,  that  I  should  see 
you  at  Monboddo."     After  dinner,  as  the  ladies  were 

*  I  find  wnnc  io*ihi  hw  been  cnicTtainc^  connrmiii);  Dr.  Johnion's  mcsAing 
II  ii  lo  be  auptiOMil  ihtu  he  mnu-t,  '■'■  when  n  Icinn  ihall  Ag&in  be  enter. 
im  SovtUnd." — Borwell.     [Dr.  Johnson  niMnt,  pMwbly.  ■  litik 
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Hrt'nd  S^**'"*?  away,  Dr.  Johnson  would  stand  up'.  He  in-^ 
sistwl  tliat  politeness  wafi  of  great  eonse<[uence  in 
soeiety.  "  It  is  (said  lie)  fictitious  benevolence.  It 
supplies  the  place  of  it  amongst  those  who  see  each 
other  only  in  publick,  or  but  little.  Depend  upon  it 
the  want  of  it  never  fails  to  prmluce  soniethiiifr  dis- 
agreeable to  one  or  other.  I  have  always  applied  to 
good  breeding,  what  Addison  in  his  Cato  says  of! 
honour : 

'  Iloumit'a  ■  MCRd  lie;  ttw  U«  of  lun^ t 
Tbc  noble  mind's  ditdiD^ithJng  pcrfedloa. 
Thai  aids  and  fttrcngthcm  \'{ilu.'  where  ft  mKU  her, 
And  iniiMtcs  her  octiuni  when;  shi:  b  nut.'" 

Wlien  he  took  up  his  large  oak  stick,  he  said, 
"My  lord,  that 's  Ilomerick ;"  thus  pleasantly  alluding 
to  his  lordship's  favourite  writer. 

Gory,  my  lord's  black  servant,  was  sent  as  our 
guide,  to  conduct  us  to  the  high  road.  The  circum- 
stance of  each  of  them  having  a  black  senant  was 
another  point  of  similarity  between  Johnson  and 
Monboddo.  I  observed  how  curious  it  was  to  sec  an 
African  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  with  little  or  no 
difference  of  manners  from  those  of  the  natives.  Dr. 
Johnson  laughed  to  see  Gory  and  Joseph  riding  to- 
gether most  cordially.  "  Those  two  fellows  (said  he), 
one  from  Africa,  the  other  from  Bohemia,  seem  (j[uite 
at  home."  He  was  much  ])leased  with  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  to-day.  He  said,  he  would  have  jtar<loned 
iiini  for  a  few  paradoxes,  when  he  found  he  had  so 
much  that  was  good  :  but  that,  from  his  appearance 
in  London,  he  thought  him  all  paradox  ;  which  would 
not  do.  He  observed  that  his  lurdNhip  bad  talked  no 
paradoxes  to-day.  "  And  as  to  the  savage  and  the 
London  shopkeeper  (said  he),  I  don't  know  but  I 

■  [Such  is  ibc  hftppy  ImptovtYnpnl  of  nuuinetm,  that  naden  of  llili  day  wOl 
wandn-  thai  n  niwk  or  n»peci  lo  luttM  now  m>  nnircml  should  em  bftve  been 
nillilicld.      It  Mircl?  «u  not  sn  tii  Kngbml  m  tlii*  pcrimL — Kn.f 
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luiglit  liax'tf  taken  the  side  of  tbe  savage  equally,  I 
any  body  else  taken  the  side  of  the  shopkeeper '." 
He  liail  said  to  my  lord,  in  opposition  to  the  value 
of  tlie  savage's  a)urage,  that  it  was  owing  to  his 
Umited  power  of  thinking,  and  repeated  Pope's  verses, 
in  which  **  Macedonia's  niadnian''  is  introduced,  and 
the  conclusion  is, 

**  Yd  llc*CT  look*  forwtfd  futbcr  ihaa  liU  notir.*' 

I  objected  to  the  last  phrase,  as  being  low.  JOHN- 
SON- "Sir,  it  is  intended  to  be  low:  it  is  satire. 
The  expression  is  debased,  to  debase  the  character." 

When  Gory  was  about  to  part  from  us.  Dr.  John- 
son called  to  him,  "  Mr.  Gory,  give  ine  leave  to  ask 
you  a  questiuu  I  are  you  baptised?"  Gory  tolii  him 
he  was — and  confirmed  by  the  Bishop  of  Oiirhaiii. 
He  then  gave  him  a  shilling. 

We  had  a  tedious  driving  this  afternoon,  and  were 
iteiewhat  drowsy.  Last  night  I  was  afraid  Dr. 
Minsou  was  beginning  to  faint  in  his  resolutiou ;  for 
he  said,  **  If  we  must  ride  much,  we  shall  not  go ; 
and  there 's  an  end  on  *t."  To-day,  when  he  talked 
of  Sky  with  spirit,  I  said,  "  Why,  sir,  you  seemed  to 
me  to  despond  yesterday.  Vou  are  a  delicate  Lon- 
doner; youareamaccaroni;  you  can't  ride."  John- 
son. "  Sir,  I  shall  ride  better  than  you.  I  was  only 
afraid  I  should  not  find  n  horse  able  to  carry  me." 
I  hoped  then  there  would  be  no  fear  of  getting 
through  our  wild  Tour. 

Wti  came  to  Aberdeen  at  half  an  hour  past  eleven. 
The  New  Inn,  we  were  told,  was  full.  This  was 
comfortless.     The  waiter,  however,  asked  if  one  of 

^  rJobofoo  ujn  to  3It>.  Thnle,  *'  We  Krcc<l  prcic;  well,  oulj'  wc  dinpuicd 
to  MivMilig  the  rUim  of  bwrit  bclKrcn  *  tbupkcrpcr  of  London  Mid  «  Mvue 
tf  Ac  Am^iiaat  wililcntrwi*.  <  >ur  upinkins  were,  I  iliink,  nwintAificd  on  bout 
^^m  without  full  coDvictioQ.  Altmbodilo  declared  boldljr  Tor  tlic  uva^  umI 
1,  /Kf^f  Jar  thai  rratoti,  nidcd  wich  iJw;  ci\\ixn."^L*IUr»,  T.  i.  p.  HA. 
&M ^M>  hmUkt  svowal  of  hi*  tcadina*  lo  ndcc  th<:  wnxi|C  uileuf  a  quntion  for 
riw Mkc  of  ugiunent,  mb  Kkta  June,  I7fl>> — Ku.) 
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Tour  to  our  iinmes  was  Uoswtll,  and  brought  me  a  letter  lei 
at  the  inn:  it  was  from  Mr.  '^I^;^U■.  enclosing  on*] 
to  Dr.  Johnson.  Fimling  who  1  was,  we  were  told( 
they  would  contrive  to  lodge  us  by  putting  us  for 
night  into  a  room  with  two  beds.  The  waiter  sai< 
to  ine  in  the  broad  strong  Aberdeenshire  dialect, 
*'  I  tbouglit  I  knew  you,  by  your  likeness  to  your 
father."  My  father  puts  up  at  the  New  Inn,  when 
on  bis  circuit.  Little  was  said  to-night,  I  was  to 
sleep  in  a  little  press-bed  in  Dr.  Johnson's  room.  I 
had  it  wheeled  out  into  the  dining-room,  and  there 
I  lay  very  well. 

Sumhtj^  2Uii  Attgtut.—J  sent  a  message  to  Pro- 
fessor Thouins  Gordon,  who  came  and  breakfasted 
witli  us.  He  had  secure<l  seats  for  us  at  the  English 
c*ha|>el '.  We  found  a  respectable  congregation,  and 
an  admirable  organ,  well  played  by  Mr.  Tait, 

We  walked  down  to  the  shore.  Dr.  Johnson  laughed 
to  hear  ihatCromweU'K  soldiers  taught  the  Al>erdeen 
people  to  make  shoes  and  stockings«  and  to  plant 
cabbages.  lie  asked,  if  ^v'eaviug  the  plaids  was  c\'er 
a  domestick  art  in  the  Highlands,  like  spinning  or 
knitting.  They  could  not  inform  him  here.  But 
he  conjectured  j>robably,  that  where  people  lived  so 
remote  from  each  other,  it  was  likely  to  be  a  do- 
mestick  art ;  as  we  see  it  wa.s  among  the  ancients^  _ 
from  Penelope.  I  wafi  sensible  to-day,  to  an  extra^^ 
ordinary  degree,  of  Dr.  Johnson's  excellent  English 
pronunciation.  I  cannot  atx'ount  for  its  striking  me 
more  now  than  any  other  day  ;  but  it  was  as  if  new 
to  me,  and  I  listened  to  every  sentence  which  he 


>  I  It  Is  not  euj  to  »T  wliy  Mr.  BmwcII  htnr  ontin  lo  mitr  that  at  cfiurdi 
Dr.  JohnMii)  wm  remgiiiMrl  hj  ■  Lorulon  acquaiDnmw,  LidyyOutui  Middle^ 
tnn.  »r^o  itn.-nuoning  that  she  hidasen  him  tn  Lind  EirorK  tmUirr,  Mr.  Bofi, 
prx-uTtil  ihetiaveUcmnniiiviialMinloSlaitiiiC^iitlc. — l^tfit,  v.l.f.  |I8.  lodf 
DiMtm  wu  thr  doHghwr  of  Hany  tinr,  thiid  Karl  of  Starafnnl,  iwil  mitt  ' 
Ocotxe  MWaietnn,  of  Lentrni,  E»q.     Shi-  iUkI  in  l7fln_Kn.] 
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te,  as  to  a  musical  (-orTi[H)sition.  Professor  Gordon  Toor  w 
"gin'e  hini  an  account  of  the  plan  of  education  in  his 
college.  Dr.  Johnson  snid»  it  was  similar  to  that  at 
Oxford.  Waller,  the  poet's  great  grandson,  was 
studying  here.  Dr.  Johnson  wondered  that  a  man 
should  ttend  his  son  so  tar  off.  when  there  were  so 
maDV  gY>od  schools  in  England.  He  sntd,  "At  a 
great  i^rhool  there  is  all  the  splendour  and  illumi- 
nation of  many  minds;  the  radiance  of  all  is  concen- 
trated in  cacli,  or  at  least  reflected  upon  each.  Kut 
t^  must  own  that  neither  a  dull  bov.  nor  an  idle  boy, 
vill  do  80  well  at  a  great  school  as  at  a  private  one. 
For  at  a  great  school  there  are  always  boys  enough 
to  do  well  easily,  who  are  sufiicient  to  keep  up  the 
creilit  of  the  school ;  and  after  whipping  being  tried 
to  no  purpose,  the  dull  or  idle  boys  are  left  at  the 
end  of  a  class,  having  the  appearance  of  going  through 
the  course,  hut  learning  nothing  at  all.  8uch  boys 
nay  do  good  at  a  private  school,  where  constant 
attention  is  paid  to  them,  and  they  are  watclied.  So 
that  the  question  of  publick  or  private  education  is 
not  properly  a  general  one  ;  but  whether  one  or  the 
other  i^  best  for  my  if  on." 

We  were  told  the  present  Mr.  Waller  was  a  plain 
country  gentleman  ;  and  his  son  would  be  such  an- 
otiier.  I  observed,  a  family  could  not  ex()ect  a  poet 
but  iu  a  hundred  generations.  *'  Nay,"  said  Dr. 
Johnson,  "not  one  family  iu  a  hundred  vax\  ex|>ect  a 
poet  in  a  hundred  generations."  He  then  rejieated 
Drvden's  celebrated  lines. 


"  TUm  poeu  in  itaroe  dlaumt  Age*  bora,"  dtc. 

and  a  part  of  a  Latin  translation  ofit  done  at  Oxford': 
be  did  not  then  say  by  whom. 

<  |jBI^«|  3d  May,  177ft.     ^-  J^tihiiMin  M.-kuow1«l|tv<l  thu  lie  wu  himtdf 
I^MUfaaai  of  ibc  UmnalnlMin  ahnvf  ullnriMl  m, nnd  diriatnl  ilin  pif  n*  follnon: 
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'I'nu>  Id 
Hybrid. 
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He  received  a  card  from  Sir  Alexander  Gordon, 
wlio  had  \wei}  his  actjuaintniti-e  twenty  years  ago  in 
Loudon,  and  who,  "if  forgiven  for  not  answering  a 
line  from  him,"  would  come  in  the  afternoon.  Dr. 
Julinson  rejoiced  to  hear  of  him,  and  begged  he 
would  come  and  dine  witli  us.  I  wiis  much  jileased  ■ 
to  see  the  kindness  with  which  Dr.  Johnson  received  1 
liis  old  friend  Sir  Alexander ;  a  gentleman  of  good 
family  (Lismore),  but  who  had  not  the  estate.  The 
King's  college  liere  made  him  Professor  of  Medicine, 
whidi  affords  him  a  decent  subsistence.  He  told  us 
that  the  value  of  the  stockings  exported  from  Aber- 
deen was,  in  peace,  a  hundred  thousand  [Hjunds;  and 
amounted,  in  time  of  war,  to  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  poiuids.  Dr.  Johnson  asked  what  made 
the  ditVerenee  ?  Here  we  had  a  proof  of  the  com- 
parative sagacity  of  the  two  professors.  Sir  Alex- 
ander answered,  '*  Because  there  is  more  occasion 
for  them  in  war."  Professor  Thomas  Gordon  an- 
swered, **  Because  the  (rernians,  who  are  our  great 
rivals  in  the  manufacture  of  stockings,  are  othervi'ise 
employed  in  time  of  war."  Johnson.  "Sir,  you 
have  given  a  very  good  solution." 

At  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson  ate  several  jdatefulls  of 
Scotch  broth,  with  barley  and  peas  in  it,  and  seemed 
very  fund  o(  the  dish.  I  said,  "  Vou  never  ate  it 
before."  Johnson.  "  No,  sir;  but  I  don't  care  how 
soon  I  eat  it  again."  My  cousin.  Miss  DaltaH, 
formerly  of  Inverness,  wajj  married  to  Mr.  Riddoch, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  English  chapel  here.  He 
was  ill,  and  confined  to  his  room  ;  but  she  sent  us  a 
kind  invitation  to  tea,  whicli  we  all  accepted.     She 

Quo*  iMidd  TAin  Traill!.  Kmnanyi  ct  Anghii 

Trcs  trU  tcniporibiio  kcIb  dcden  •uis. 
Sabllme  ingcniuui  (riaiu*;  RtHtiamis  hntirbiit 

Ctfimn  icmnde  Mniikn<t ;  Ai!ti;lu»  utmuiquc  (ulit. 
Nil  tnajni  Natan  capil :  cUnuc  prions 

QuM!  patitm  duM  U-TtiuH  uriun  hftbrt.  nusirRLt, 
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the  same  lively,  sensible,  cheerful  woman,  as  Tomw 
Dr.  Johnson  here  tlirew  out  some  jokeN  against 
ScuUaml.  He  said,  "  ^'rm  go  first  to  Alnrdeen;  then 
XoKnhru  (the  Scottish  pronunciation  of  Kdinburgh); 
thru  to  Newcastle,  to  be  polished  by  the  colliers ; 
then  to  York  ;  then  to  London."  And  he  laid  hold 
of  a  little  girl,  Stuart  Dallas,  nieL-e  to  Mrs.  Riddoch, 
and,  reprciienting  himself  as  a  giant,  said,  he  would 
take  lier  with  him  !  telling  her,  in  a  hollow  voice, 
that  he  lived  in  a  cave,  and  had  a  bed  in  the  rock, 
and  she  should  have  a  little  bed  cut  opposite  to  it! 

He  thus  treated  the  point,  as  to  ]>rescription '  of 
murder  in  Scotland.  *'  A  jur)'  in  England  would 
.  make  allowance  for  deficiencies  of  evidence,  on  ac- 
count of  lapse  uf  time  :  but  a  general  rule  that  a  crime 
should  not  be  punished,  or  tried  for  the  purpose  of 
punishment,  after  twenty  years,  is  bad.  It  is  cant 
U>  talk  of  the  king's  advocate  delaying  a  prostrutiou 
from  malice.  How  unlikely  is  it  the  king's  advo- 
cate should  have  malice  against  {lersons  who  commit 
murder,  or  should  even  know  thein  at  all.  If  the 
son  of  the  nturdere<l  man  should  kill  tlie  murderer 
who  got  off  merely  by  prescription,  1  would  help 
him  to  make  his  escajie;  though,  were  I  upon  his 
jary*  I  would  not  acquit  him.  I  would  not  advise 
him  to  commit  such  an  act.  On  the  contrary,  I 
would  bid  him  submit  to  the  determination  of  so- 
caety,  because  a  man  is  bound  to  Hubmit  to  the  io- 
oooieniences  of  it,  as  he  enjoys  the  good :  but  the 
yoiiiig  man,  though  politically  wrong,  would  not  be 
morally  wrong.  He  would  have  to  say,  *  Here  I  am 
amongst  barbarians,  who  not  only  refuse  to  do  justice, 
but  encourage  the  greatest  of  all  crimes.  I  am  there- 
fore in  a  state  of  nature :  for,  so  far  as  there  is  no  law. 


'[SniiDbT,  p.  201 — En.) 
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Twir  w  it  is  A  Slate  of  nature ;  and  consequently,  upon  t! 
eternal  and  iunnutable  law  of  jiistiw,  whidi  rwjuires 
that  he  who  sheds  man's  blood  should  have  his  blood 
ehed,  I  will  stab  the  murderer  of  my  father.'  "  ■ 

We  went  to  our  inn,  aiul  sat  quietly.     Dr.  Johnson 
borrowed,  at  Mr,  Riddoch's,  a  volume  of  Ma&sillou's 
Discourses  on  the  Psalms;  but  I  found  he  read  little 
in  it.     O^en  too  he  sometimes  t(K>k  up,  and  ghiuctxl  ■ 
at;  but  threw  it  down  a^ain.     I  tlien  entered  upon 
religious  conversation.     Never  did   I  see  him  in  a 
)>elter    frame:    calm,    gentle,    wise,    holy.       I    said, 
**  Would  not  tlie  same   objection  hold  against  the 
Trinity  as  against  transuI>stantiation?*'     "Yes,"  said 
lie,  "  if  you  take  three  and  one  in  the  same  sense.  . 
If  you  do  so,  to  be  sure  yon  cannot  believe  it ;  but 
the  three  persons  in  the  Godhead  are  three  in  one 
senKc,  ami  one  in  another.     We  cannot  tell   how ;  M 
and  that  is  the  mystery  !"  " 

I  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  of  Clirist.     He  said  his 
notion  was,  that  it  did  not  ntone  for  the  sins  of  the  M 
world  ;  but,  by  satisfying  divine  justice,  by  showing 
that  no  less  than  the  Son  of  God  suffered  for  sin,  it 
showed  to  men  and  innumerable  created  beings  the 
heiuousness  of  it,  and  therefore  rendered  it  unneces-  ■ 
sary  for  divine  vengeance   to  be   exercised    against 
sinners,  as  it  othenvise  must  have  been ;  that  in  this 
way  it  might  operate  even  in  favour  of  those  who  had 
never  heard  of  it ;  as  to  those  who  did  hear  of  it,  the 
eflect  it  shonhl    prodiiw   woidd   be  rf]»entani'e  and 
piety,  by  impressing  upon  the  mind  a  just  notion  of 
sin ;    that  original  sin  was   the  propensity  to  evil,  f 
which  no  doubt  M'as  occasioned  by  tlie  fall.    He  pre- 
sented this  solemn  subject  in  a  new  light  to  me ',  and  m 


I  My  wnhj,  intoUigmt,  and  canilid  fiicnd,  Dr.  KippiK,  uironns  nic,  Uiai 
tevcnJ  dirUiea  hare  ihiu  txplaintd  ibc  me^ution  of  our  Saviour-  Whit  Dr. 
Jobntoo  now  delin-iXTtl  w  iutt  a  (eiit|«imrr  niiinlnn  ;  fia  ht  a/lerttttrdt  was 
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retiileredl  iiuicli  more  rational  ami  clear  the  doctrine  Tourw 
of  what  our  Saviour  has  done  for  us  ;  as  it  removed 
the  notion  of  imputed  righteousness  in  co-operating; 
whereas  by  this  view,  Christ  has  done  all  alreaily 
that  he  had  tu  do,  or  is  ever  to  do,  for  mankind,  by 
making  bis  great  satisfaction ;  the  consequences  of 
which  will  affect  each  individual  according  to  the 
particular  comluct  of  each.  I  would  illustrate  this 
by  saying,  that  Christ's  satisfaction  resembles  a  sun 
placed  to  show  light  to  men,  so  that  it  depends  uiwti 
themselves  whether  they  will  walk  the  right  way  or 
not,  which  they  could  not  have  done  without  that 
•*  tAe  sun  qf  righteousness.''  'I'here  is,  how- 
erer,  more  in  it  than  merely  giving  light — "  a  f/ff/tl  to 
ligitteu  the  Gentiles;"  forwe  are  told,  there  is  ''heaUng 
vader  his  icings."  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me,  "Kiclmrd 
Baxter  commends  a  treatise  by  Grotius,  '  De  SatiS' 
factione  Chriitti,^  \  have  never  read  if,  but  I  intend 
to  read  it ;  and  you  may  read  it."  I  remarked,  upon 
the  principle  now  laid  down,  we  might  explain  the 
difficult  and  seemingly  hard  text,  "  ''J'hey  that  believe 
•ball  be  wvcd  ;  aiul  they  that  believe  not  shall  be 
tenned/*  Tiiey  that  believe  shall  have  such  an  im- 
prcBsion  maile  tijioa  their  minds,  as  will  make  them 
ict  so  that  they  may  be  acce]>ted  by  God. 

'  We  talked  of  one  of  our  friends'  taking  ill.  for  a 
lengtli  of  time,  a  hasty  expression  of  Dr.  Johnson'a 
to  him,  on  hi:«  attempting  to  prosecute  a  subject  that 
had  a  reference  to  religion,  beyond  the  bounds  witliin 


I 
I 

tfaej 
I  not, 

I 


mnvinceiloftheproptdstory  McriftccM  I  ihaO  show  at  krfrc  tn  mylutuK 
'Tbc  Lifr  irl  Sa.tiUL-l  JuhnMin,  LL.U."— BoKwr.i.L.  f  Dr.  Kip^ii.i  w«a 
L^.  Johtuon't  fruyri  itmi  Medilalk'Ht  abuiuliLiitlv  |>Kivc  thut  be 
u  Ear  bade  as  «■  bavc  any  record  of  hb  religious  fcv-liDg*.  jullj'  on'inced 
W  i^r  frrjiiiUimy  turrijltr.  In  ihc  prayer  mi  hi*  biiUiiluy,  in  IT.lS  (Uan- 
arifcoJ  bytUm  in  I7''B)<  be  exprevsl^p  «Ub»  bi»  hope  of  ulvaJun  "  ihraugji  t>i« 

l^ltf^fi-T  -^  ' OlirtoL"— KD.J 

•  [N*  doubt  Mr.  Laafttun.  Uut  wem  imtf,  |x.  3311;  wh«Te  U  i«  miralacd  that 
^i^rst  Mr.  IMIly'a  «u  (Kotubly  doi  the  Me  caunc  of  Mr.  LdWiiiuinV rvicnu 
MM Ed.^ 
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Toot  to  wbich  tlip  (loctor  lliou&fht  sucli  topicks  sliould  be 
confined  in  a  mixed  company.  Johnson.  "What 
is  to  bt'coiiie  of  society,  if  a  friendship  of  twenty  years 
is  to  be  broken  off  for  sudi  a  cause  ?"  As  Bacon 
says, 

*'  W\w  ihcii  to  n-«il  marttllt;  shitll  iriitt. 
Bui  linuu  the  water,  or  but  vritin  in  dmt." 

I  Bflid,  he  {ihouUl  \\Tile  expressly  in  support  of 
Cliristianity  ;  for  that,  although  a  reverence  for  it 
shines  through  bis  works  in  several  places,  that  is 
not  enough.  "  You  know,"  said  I,  "  what  Grotius 
has  done,  and  what  Addison  has  done,  you  should  do 
also."     He  replied,  "  I  hope  I  shall." 

Monday^  23rf  .iufi-i/Ji/. — Principal  Campbell,  Sir 
Alexander  Gordon,  Professor  Gordon,  and  Professor 
Ross,  visited  us  in  the  morning,  as  did  Dr.  Gerard, 
who  had  come  six  miles  from  the  country  on  purpose. 
We  went  and  saw  the  Marischal  College',  and  nt 
oue  o'clock  we  waited  on  the  magistrates  in  the  towu- 
hall.  as  they  had  invited  us,  in  order  to  present  Dr. 
Johnson  with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  which  Provost 
Jopp  did  with  a  ver)'  good  grace.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
much  pleased  with  this  mark  of  attention,  and  re- 
ceived it  very  politely.  There  was  a  pretty  numerous 
company  assembled.  It  was  striking  to  hear  all  of 
them  drinking  **  Dr.  Johnson !  Dr.  Johnson !'  in  the 
town-hall  of  Aberdeen,  and  then  to  see  him  with 
his  burgess-ticket,  or  diploma",  in  bis  hat,   which 

*  Dr.  Beattlc  wu  *iy  Iclndlj'  vntertained  in  KogluKl,  tlMt  h*  hvl  not  m  t^ 
tunned  hottiF — noswKt.i.. 

4  nr.  Jnlinmn'R  burgt-M-tirVict  wu  in  thaur  wotiIr: 

"  AVrdonlip,  vigetlnio  irrtio  dte  inef»>i>  AiitfnKii,  kiha  Doiriini  milttiitiio 
Mptingtfiilesinio  Kptuafcnumo  tertio.  in  prc^eniin  Itononliilium  rfronim,  Jarobi 
Jop|],  aniii({rri,  pnetiocid,  Aduiii  Duff*,  Oulklmi  Vduii^-,  (in>t|cii  Alur,  vt 
fluliclini  Forb«.  Pwlrorum,  (*iiltelmi  llainic  Dtcam  ^fiiiklir,  et  Joanmi  Nicull 
Tbnuiiirarii  itirti  btirgi. 

"<jitO  die  vir  |^4Ticro«UH  el  doctrinm  dKnis,  Saintic)  Johtikon,  T.Ii.  T*.  mrplus 
el  MlmiMUB  fuit  in  niuoicipes  ct  fntm  gitilda  prafati  bu^  de  Abadcca. 
In  dnlitiMilmi  atiwriB  ct  aSvrlUH  *c  rxtini«  obMrnntic  leaaenun,  quibwt  diet! 
nut^fttratni  cum  nmplMninitir,     Extmctuni  per  mc.  AlBx.  Cakhfuik."— 

UoBWtl  I.. 
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he  wore  as  he  walked  along  the  street,  according  to  JXJl 
the  usual  custom.     It  gave  me  great  satisfaction  to 
observe  the  regard,  and  indeed  fondness  too,  which 
every  body  here  had  for  my  father. 

While  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  conducted  Dr.  John- 
sou  to  old  Aberdeen,  Professor  Gordon  and  1  called 
on  Mr.  Riddoch,  whom  I  found  to  be  a  grave  worthy 
clergj'man.  He  observed  that,  whatever  might  be 
said  of  Dr.  Johnson  while  he  was  alive,  he  would, 
afier  he  was  dead,  be  looked  u\wu  by  the  world  with 
regard  and  astonishment,  on  account  of  his  Dictionary. 

Professor  Gordon  and  I  walkwl  over  to  the  old 
college,  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  seeu  by  this  time. 
I  stepped  into  the  chapel,  and  looked  at  the  tomb  of 
the  founder,  Archbishop  Elphinston,  of  whom  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  write  in  my  History'  uf  James  IV. 
of  Scotland,  the  patron  of  my  family. 

We  dined  at  Sir  Alexander  Gordon's.  The  pro- 
vost. Professor  Ross,  Professor  Dunbar,  Professor 
Thomas  Gordon,  were  there.  After  dinner  came  in 
Dr.  Gerard,  Professor  Leslie,  Professor  Macleod. 
We  had  little  or  no  eonvcrsation  in  the  morning; 
now  we  were  but  barren.  The  professors  seemed 
afraid  to  speak. 

Dr.  Gerard  told  us  that  an  eminent  printer-  was 
Ten'  intimate  with  Warburton.  Johnson.  *'  Why, 
sir,  he  has  printed  some  of  his  works,  and  perhaps 
bought  the  property  of  some  of  them.  The  intimacy 
if  eucb  as  one  of  the  professors  here  may  have  with 
ooc  of  the  carjjenters  who  is  repairing  the  college." 
•*  But/*  said  <_ferard,  "  I  saw  a  letter  from  him  to  this 
printer,  in  which  he  says,  that  the  one  half  of  the 
clergy  of  the  church  of  Scotland  are  fanaticks,  and 


'  [TItU.  Uke  nunf  RiiuiUr  inlhuBtion*  Kait<Ttd  thmuj^  ihcKc  rutiimcs,  ilnta 

n  ■rpear  la  h»rr  btrn  rairiril  into  tiftct Kd.| 

*  (l^twbljr  Mt.  StnhKii.— £n.] 


Tour  to 
UebritL 


the  other  half  infidels."  Johnson'.  "  Warburton 
has  apruslomctl  himself  to  write  letters  just  as  he 
8p«aks,  witliout  thiukiiif;  any  more  of  what  he  throws 
out.  When  I  read  Warburton  first,  and  observed 
his  force,  and  liis  contempt  of  mankind,  I  thought 
lie  had  driven  the  wurld  before  him  ;  but  1  soon 
found  that  was  not  the  case ;  for  \\'arbnrton,  by  ex- 
tending his  abuse,  rendered  it  ineffectual." 

He  told  me,  when  we  were  by  ourselves,  that  he 
thonght  it  very  wrong  in  tlie  printer  to  show  War- 
burton's  letter,  as  it  was  raising  a  body  of  enemies 
against  him.  He  thought  it  foolish  in  Warbnrton 
to  write  so  to  the  printer  j  and  added,  "  Sir,  the 
worst  way  of  l)oing  intimate  is  by  scribbling."  He 
called  Warhnrton's  '*  Doctrine  of  Grace"  a  poor  ]>er- 
formaiice,  and  so  he  said  was  Wesley's  Answer, 
**  Warburton,"  he  ob.served,  "  had  laid  himself  very 
open.  In  juirticular,  he  was  weak  enough  to  say, 
that,  in  some  disorders  of  the  imagination,  people 
had  spoken  with  tongiies,  had  spoken  languages  which 
they  never  heard  before ;  a  thing  as  absurd  as  to  say. 
that  in  some  disorders  of  the  imagination,  people  had 
been  known  to  fly." 

I  talked  of  the  difference  of  genius,  to  try  if  1 
could  engage  Gerard  in  a  disquisition  witli  Dr.  John- 
son ;  but  I  did  not  succeed.  I  mentioned,  as  a  cu- 
rious  fact,  that  Locke  had  written  verses.  Johnson, 
"  I  know  of  none»  sir,  but  a  kind  of  exercise  pre- 
fixed to  Dr.  Sydenham's  works,  in  w-hicli  he  has 
some  conceits  about  the  drojisy,  in  which  water  and 
burning  are  united  ;  and  how  Dr.  Sydenham  renmved 
fire  by  drawing  off  water,  contrary  to  the  usual  prac-H 
tice,  which  is  to  extinguish  fire  by  bringing  water 
ni>on  it.  I  am  not  sure  tlial  thei*e  is  a  word  of  all 
this ;  but  it  is  such  kind  of  talk 


I 


I  »» 
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AU  this,  m  Dr.  Jobiuan  uupcctcd  nt  the  time,  wu  theinnnedi«trlnrmtioa 
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Dr.  Johnson  said  calmly.  Tour  to 

Hcteid. 


We  spoke  of  Fiugal. 
If  the  poems  were  really  translated,  they  were  cer- 


[Mkm  own  Urdj  imigintiicn ;  for  Own  it  n«t  one  word  of  il  in  Mr.  Ixxke't 
perfurniAnoc     .My  n»latt  will,  I  liavc  iin  doubl,  like  tn  be  ta- 
,  bj  BVBiMnnj;  thcni :  an*!.  M  ivtiy  rnir,  it  may  mknain  ilunii  lo  t«ad 
KMCa  by  our  great  mi-uphystcian,  when  a  bactieloT  in  phyeick. 

accrnai,  m  TRacTATrH  kjts  nr  FK.»M.t»vs. 

Febritcs  mcus,  rictiiiiique  ardoribui  orbem 

Flcvit,  amt  tanii.t  par  meilic.ina  maliK. 
ilauiii  poM  miUe  ortra,  tnnltev  untamlna  cunev 

Ardct  adhuc  fcbrii ;   nee  rclil  arit  n-^- 
PdkU  winiui  Aamntji;  •oluiii  hoc  upmniiM  ab  igric, 

Ut  n»tet  pauctia,  quvm  copic  iima,  ctnin. 
I)utii  i|unTit  medicua  frbris  eauii»airi]iic,  niflduni(|iir, 

t'lammarutn  et  icoebru,  ci  nnc  luce  facet : 
Qua*  tractat  palilut  flamntiM,  el  frlirc  calnux-Do, 

ItofraU  j|Ke  ftuia  riciinui  rnpui  fucia. 
Qni  tantoa  potiiit  morbo*,  ariu>(|iK-  iremc]i(», 

SbtMK,  ftbrili  sr  viilel  <i(ne  rapt. 
Sic  fabcr  excsos  tuliii  dbicinc  muron : 

Dam  tnhit  ajittqua*  knta  ml^'n  doiiti>«. 
Std  n  *■"■"»*  Ttwx  tniacraa  incendifht  mdn, 

Unlca  flagntntn  tunc  acp^lirc  falui. 
Fit  Alga,  tectonicaa  aeato  tunc  invocat  artea ; 

Cuui  [lerit  artilinx  nun  minus  t)>[a  duniuv.  ' 
6c  Hndmi  6y4enhim  ftbr!>qii«  ichn].-F(]iie  fnrori 

OpiMDciu.  marbt  tjiunit,  ct  artia  opmi.  . 

Ni>n  fmieri:  inrmat  lcc!«  putrrdims  Igon; 

Nk  Sciao,  febrtt  qui  fovet,  bumor  ttiU 
Hoa  IuImii  Ule  uit)v<:t,  nulla  hie  pilulta ;   Salulf* 

Qm  ^ei,  >i  faUax  aidtat  iniu*  atpia  ? 
NflC  doctaa  niaKno  lixas  oittcntat  hiatu, 

Qutn  i|hii«  (itaj'ir  fiebribns  anlitr  fiirM. 
Irmmrua*  placidc  corpus  jubci  urerc  ftamtnat, 

He  ju^ia  r.tpiilm  icnipL-rat  ij^nc  r<^-<iii. 
Qutil  iV-bnni  csttiD^iac,  variut  quid  poatulat  uniy 

Solari  »itKi«>s.  qua  potc*  art*,  doccL 
naclnius  ipia  suum  timiiit  natiira  ealnreni, 

Uum  taipc  tnccrti),  quo  calct,  ignc  prHt : 
Pum  rrparat  ladtoa  male  pruviila  luingiiinia  ignca, 

Pnt4u»i(  Inuto,  til  calor  lau  rogua. 
Jam  Mcuraauaa  fovcant  prx'conlia  flaitiiiiaa, 

Queoi  naluia  nrgaL,  dal  mcdicina  modtim. 
N«  toluni  factlci  compcadt  Mngoiois  fntui, 

Dum  dubiA  r-it  iiim  apemque  raetnmqiie  kbIhk  ; 
8*d  tatak'  iniLlum  ilimiuit,  quodque  aMra  mallgnuiu 

Cralimuf.  irauni  ml  gcuuisM  Stygeni. 
KxUiTMt  Ijacbm  culirm,  peliaqitc  vcncnum 

AbBnilii,  et  tanWa  iwu  tiiiit  eaac  ractiia. 
fjuii  undem  arte  itork  danutain  uauattn  pcstvui 

Cmlal,  ct  antiquw  poone  poaw  mioas  ? 
Pnt  tot  mlllc  OMts,  cumulatih^uc  funcra  buata. 

Victa  jacrt,  parvo  rulnete,  dm  luva. 
/EHuTar  <]iuinquaRi  upartiuni  ninu^ia  AanitDii!, 

Quifqutil  iiKBt  lids  ianibus,  iitnis  crit. 
Pdapta*  ccclo  flamnis  liwl  ucriun  iimnL, 

Uaa  gelida  eutiogol  non  nbt  nionr  ptiiat  ? 
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Tout  to  tainly 

ue|K)stt   tiu 


written  down.  Let  Mr.  Macjiherson 
iiiaiiiisi-ript  in  one  of  the  colleges  at 
Aberdeen,  where  there  are  i>pople  who  can  judge  ; 
and,  if  the  professors  certify  the  authenticity,  then 
there  will  he  an  end  uf  the  controversy  If  he  does 
not  take  this  obvious  and  easy  method,  he  gives  the 
best  reason  to  doubt;  considering,  too,  how  much  is 
against  it  /)  priori"  | 

We  sauntered  after  dinner  in  Sir  Alexander's  gar- 
den, and  saw  liis  little  grotto,  wliich  is  liung  with 
pieces  of  poetry  written  in  a  fair  liand.  It  was  agree- 
able  to  obsen'e  the  contentment  and  kindness  of  this  | 
quiet,  benevolent  man.  Professor  Macleod  was  brother 
to  Madeod  of  Talisker.  and    hrother-iu-law  to  the 
Laird  of  Col.     He  gave  me  a  letter  to  young  Coi. 
I  was  weary  of  this  day,  and  began  to  think  wish- 
fully of  being  again   in   motion.     I  was  uneasy  to  M 
think    myself  tm)   fastidious,  wliilst   I    fancied    Dr. 
^Johnson  quite  satisfied.     But  he  owned  to  me  that 
he  was  fatigued  and  teased  by  Sir  Alexander's  doing 
too  niut'b  to  entertain  him.      I  said,  it  was  all  kind-  I 
ness.    JojiNsON.   *' True, sir;  hut  sensation  is  sensa- 
lion."    BoswKi.i..   "It  is  so:  we  feel  pain  equally 
from  the  surgeon's  probe,  as  from  the  sword  of  the 
foe."  I 

We  Wsited  two  booksellers'  shops,  and  coxild  not 
find  Arthur  Johnston's  Poems  '.     M'e  went  and  sat 


Tu  mclipta  pans  vicirix  niedidna;    titUMiuc 
Pcscis  qiLB  tupcTM  curcla.  (riumphuk  vtu. 
Vive  liber,  virtw  fdmlilnin  tgnibux ;  nniH 
Tc  Himul  rt  mundum  qui  nunei,  i([nt-'  crit- 

J.  Locln,  A.M.  El.  Arde  CAHifi,  Otph.— Uoswel 
(Mr.  IWw^ll  wiys,  iIiBC  Dr.  JohnMn'ji  obwmtimi  wai^tbeimoiedkteit 
lion  of  hit  own  lirrljr  iniHf^in^tion  ;"  wul  that  there  wm  '•HMimt  word  0/ 
Mr.  liiKtteViKrfoniiAiiix;"  hut  diil  3fr.  Itrnwrll  nnd  the  vcnnt?— or  irhAl  ilid 
he  imileniwiid  by  "Ner  l\ct\t%.  ft-lirc*  q«i  fovci,  hunnor  crit?"  wd  "  Si  MUx 
ardtjt  tntuB  iiqiia  7"  f^unJy  thesi;  nt  the  tvHcrUt,  ihoiifth  not  Uw  predie  cx- 
pns^idns,  wliicJi  Johnwii  cmsurcd,  and  ibe  wbolr  li  aoAc  up' of  the  tunc  ■*  kind 
oTulk."— Ed] 

■  [Juhnatoo  i,oac  uf  the  nM«  ctniiirtil  mm  thftt  Abcnlecn  hM  ptnduced.    He 
«w  R  iMtitrc  of  ihe rouniy.  (bom  iboui  I&87),  ind  Kcior  of  the  utiiTcnllj.  Hit 
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near  an  hour  at  Mr.  Riddoch's.  He  could  not  tell  T«irto 
diKtliiL'tly  how  inucli  education  at  tlu'  collef^c  here  costji, 
which  tlisgusted  Dr.  Johnson.  1  had  pledged  myself 
that  we  should  go  to  the  inn,  and  not  stay  supper. 
They  pressed  us,  hut  he  was  resolute.  I  saw  Mr. 
Kiddurh  did  not  jilease  him.  He  said  to  nie,  after- 
wards, "Sir.  he  has  no  vigour  in  his  talk."  But  my 
friend  should  have  considered,  that  he  himself  was 
Dot  in  good  humour;  so  that  it  was  not  easy  to  talk 
to  his  satisfaction.  We  sat  contentedly  at  our  inn. 
lie  then  became  merry,  and  observed  how  little  we 
bad  either  heard  or  said  at  Aberdeen  ;  that  the  Aber- 
douians  had  not  started  a  single  mawkin  (the  Scottish 
word  for  hare)  for  us  to  pursue. 

'Vut'sdtiy^  'i\lh  Auf^ust, — ^We  set  out  about  eight 
iu  the  morning*  and  breakfasted  at  Ellon.  The 
landlady  said  to  me,  **  Is  not  this  the  great  doctor  that 
is  gning  alwut  through  the  country  ?"  I  said,  "  Ves." 
**  Ay."  said  she,  "  we  heard  of  liim  ;  I  made  an  er- 
rand into  the  room  on  purpose  to  see  him.  There 's 
something  great  in  his  apiK'arance :  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  have  such  a  man  in  one's  house ;  a  man  who 
does  so  much  good.  If  I  had  thought  of  it,  I 
would  have  shown  him  a  child  of  mine,  who  has  had 
a  lump  on  his  throat  for  some  time."  **  But,"  said 
I,  "  he  is  not  a  doctor  of  physick."  "  Is  he  an  ocu- 
list?" said  the  landlord.  "  No,"  said  I ;  "  he  is  only 
a  very  leamwl  man."  Landi.oud.  "  They  say  he 
is  the  greatest  man  in  England,  except  lA)rd  Mans- 
field." Dr.  Johnson  was  highly  entertained  wth 
this,  and  I  do  think  he  was  ])leased  too.  He  said, 
**  I    like    tlie   exception.     To    have    called    me   the 


veriu  w«K  or%nuUjF  printed  at  Aberdeen :  and  ibdr  MM  being  to  be  fouad  in 
rfMt  Mat  of  iMfnhiR  to  which  hi:  did  w  mudi  bonmir  H  «xceodiii|tlj-  ktrugb 
Bui  tucb  ihioK*  MxnetiiiM.'*  happen.  In  Hurimi.  tliv  cradle  iif  the  art  of 
•gnaaa^  the  c&\\ut  coukt  not  Ibd  a  guidt.tKiok  to  tbc  town. — £i>.  | 
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greatest  man  in  England,  would  have  been  an  un- 
meaning compliment;  but  tlie  exception  marked 
tliat  the  ])raise  was  in  earnest,  and,  in  Seutland,  the 
exception  must  be  Lord  Mansfield,  or — Sir  John 
Pringle." 

He  toid  me  a  good  stor\'  of  Dr.  Goldsmith.  Gra- 
ham, who  wrote  **  Teleniaduis,  a  Mas(|ue,"  was  sit- 
ting one  night  with  him  and  Dr.  Johnson,  and  was 
half  drunk.  He  rattled  away  to  Dr.  Johnson.  •'  Vou 
are  a  flevt-r  fellow,  to  be  sure ;  but  you  eaiinot  write 
an  essay  like  Addison,  or  verses  like  the  Raiie  of  the 
Lock."  At  last  he  said',  *'  Doctor,  I  should  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  Eton'"."  "  I  shall  be  glad  to 
wait  on  you,"  answered  Goldsmith.  "  No,"  said 
Graiiam,  "  'tis  not  you  1  mean.  Dr.  Minor ;  *tis  Dr. 
Major,  there."  Goldsmith  was  excessively  hurt  by 
this.  He  afterwards  spoke  of  it  himself.  "  Gra- 
ham/* said  he,  "  is  a  fellow  to  make  one  commit 
,  suicide." 

We  had  received  a  polite  invitation  to  Slains 
castle.  We  arrived  there  just  at  thi^ee  o'clock,  as 
the  bell  for  dinner  was  ringing.  Though,  from  its 
being  just  on  the  north-east  ocean,  no  trees  will  grow 
here,  Lord  Errol  has  done  all  thai  can  be  done.  He 
has  cultivated  his  fields  so  as  to  bear  rich  crops  of 
every  kind,  and  he  has  made  an  excellent  kitchen- 
garden,  with  a  liot-housc.  I  had  never  seen  any  of 
the  family ;  but  there  had  been  a  card  of  invitation 
written  by  the  honourable  Charles  Boyd,  the  earl's 
brother.  We  were  conducted  into  the  bouse,  and  at 
the  dining-room  door  were  met  by  that  gentleman, 

■  I  Bin  tan  I  bavr  rrUlvd  ihu  Bloty  exactly  u  Dr.  Jahnmm  told  il  lo  me; 
bat  ■  Mcni  who  hu  often  hnrd  hSm  tell  U  infonns  me.  that  be  tuuiUy  intro- 
duocd  a  ciminuitATiK  whidi  im({hl  not  lo  be  omitted.  "  At  but,  air,  Onlioin, 
liAvinfc  nc>w  got  to  about  the  [litcb  of  looklne  ■(  out?  msn,  and  tnlking  lo  another, 
■aid,  Doctor,  &cJ'  "  What  c6vci,"  Dt.  Jolitiaon  uacd  lo  add.  '*  this  had  on 
OoUsmiih,  wlw  WAS  an  irasciblr  aa  a  hornet,  may  be  c»aily  cunceivol.**— Bos. 
WELI^ 

Itiraham  waa  oODot  the  roaaien  ai  Kion.-^D.] 
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whom  both  of  us  at  first  took  to  be  Lord  Errol ;  but  i'""' "» 

,  Hebrtdi 

be  soon  corrected  our  mistake  My  lord  was  gone 
to  riiue  in  the  neigh bourhum),  at  an  entertaiiunent 
given  by  Mr.  Inincof*  Dnim.  Lady  Errol'  received 
us  politely,  and  was  very  attentive  to  us  during  the 
time  of  dinner.  There  was  nolxxly  at  tabic  but  her 
ladyship,  Mr.  Boyd,  and  some  of  the  children,  their 
govemour  and  governess.     Mr.  Boyd  put  Dr.  John- 

■  eon  in  mind  of  liaving  dined  with  him  at  CumniiDg*, 
the  (juaker's«  along  with  a  Mr.  Hall  and  Miss  Wil- 
liams:  this  was  a  bond  of  connexion  between  them. 
For  me,  Mr.  Boyd's  acquaintance  with  my  father 

■  was  enougfi.  After  dinner.  Lady  Errol  favoured  us 
with  a  sight  of  her  young  fan)ily,  whom  she  made 

^ stand  up  in  a  row :  there  were  six  daughters  and 
two  sonw.  It  was  a  very  pleoHing  ssiglit. 
Dr.  Joiinson  |)roi>osed  our  setting  out.  Mr.  Boyd 
bid,  he  lioped  we  would  stay  nil  night ;  his  brother 
would  be  at  home  in  the  evening,  and  would  be  very 
sorry  if  he  missed  us.  Mr.  Boyd  was  called  out  of 
the  roonj.  f  was  very  desirous  to  stay  in  so  com- 
fortable a  house,  and  1  wished  to  see  Lord  Errol, 
'  Dr.  Johnson,  however,  was  right  in  resolving  to  go, 
I  if  we  were  not  aRke<l  again,  as  it  is  best  to  err  on  the 
I  safe  side  in  such  cases,  and  to  be  sure  that  one  is 
^  quite  wi'lcoirie.  To  my  great  joy,  when  Mr.  Boyd 
returned,  lie  told  Dr.  Johnson  that  it  was  Lady  Errol 
who  had  called  him  out,  and  said  that  she  would 

■  never  let  Ur.  Johnson  into  the  house  again,  if  he 
\        went  away  that  night ;  and  that  she  had  ordered  the 

coach,  to  carry  us  to  view  a  great  curiosity  on  the 
coast,  after  which  we  should  see  the  house.  ^Ve 
cheerfully  agreed. 

■  I  lulidU,  dAQghicr  of  Sii  WUlbm  C«r,  of  Eul,  in  Nortbuinbetlaiid,  but. 
She  dinl  m  lam ;  turing  had.  bjr  l/iwi  Emil,  tlirw  Mna  and  dim  dau^ten. 

— Ed.1 
*  {Smt,  aa  ta  Cunming,  pott,  20tb  Auguatt  177S.^-Ed.  ) 
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Mr.  Boyd  u-as  eugaged,  iu  1745-6,  on  tlie  same 
side  with  many  unfortunate  mistaken  noblemen  and 
gentlemen.  He  escaped,  and  lay  concealed  for  a 
year  in  the  island  of  Arran,  the  ancient  territory  of 
the  Boyds.  He  then  went  to  France,  and  was  about 
twenty  years  on  the  continent.  He  married  a  French 
kdy,  and  now  lived  verj'  comfortably  at  Alw-rdeen, 
and  was  much  at  Slains  castle.  He  entertained  us 
with  great  civility.  He  had  a  pompousuess  or  formal 
plenitude  in  his  conversation,  which  I  did  not  dislike. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  there  was  too  nmdi  elaboration 
in  his  talk.**  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  see  him,  a  steady 
branch  of  the  family,  setting  forth  all  its  advantages 
with  much  zeal.  He  told  us  that  Lady  Krrol  was 
one  of  the  most  pious  and  sensible  women  in  the 
island ;  had  a  good  head,  and  as  good  a  heart.  He 
said,  she  did  not  use  force  or  fear  in  educating  her 
children.  Johnson.  *' Sir,  she  is  wrong;  I  would 
rather  have  the  rod  to  be  the  general  terror  to  all,  to 
make  them  learn,  tlian  tell  a  child,  if  you  do  thus 
or  thus,  you  will  be  more  esteemed  than  your  bro- 
thers or  sisters.  The  ro<l  produces  an  effect  which 
terminates  in  itself.  A  child  is  afraid  of  being 
whijiped,  and  gets  his  task,  and  there 's  an  end  on*t; 
wlierea.s  by  exciting  emulation  and  comparisons  of 
su[>eriority,  you  lay  the  foundation  of  lasting  mis- 
chief;  you  make  brothers  and  sisti'rs  hate  each 
other ." 

During  Mr.  Boyd's  stay  in  Arran,  he  had  found  a 
chest  of  medical  books,  left  by  a  surgeon  there,  and 
had  read  them  till  he  acquired  some  skill  in  physick, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  is  often  consulted  by  the 
poor.  There  were  several  here  waiting  for  him  as 
patients. 

We  walked  round  the  house  till  stopped  by  a  cut 
made  by  the  influx  of  the  sea.     The  house  is  built 
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quite  upon  llie  shore ;  the  windows  look  upon  the  Tour  to 
main  ot-eau,  and  the  King  of  Denmark  is  Lord  Krrol's 
nearest  neighbour  on  the  north-east. 

\Vc  got  ininiediutely  into  the  coaoh,  and  drove  to 
Dunbui,  a  rock  near  the  shore,  quite  covered  with 
sea-fowls;  llien  to  a  circular  basin  of  large  extent, 
surrounded  with  trenieiHhius  rocks.  On  the  quarter 
next  the  sea.  there  is  a  high  arch  in  the  rock,  which 
the  force  of  the  tempest  has  driven  out.  This  place 
is  caHetl  Bnchan's  Hulier,  or  tiie  Bnller  of  Buchiin, 
and  the  country  jwople  call  it  the  Pot.  Mr.  Boyd 
said  it  was  so  called  from  the  Frencli  fjou/oir.  H 
may  be  more  simply  tratted  from  /joi/r/-  in  our  own 
language.  We  walked  round  this  monstrouR  cauldron. 
In  Hoine  places,  the  rock  is  ver)'  narrow ;  and  on  each 
side  there  is  a  sea  ileep  enough  for  a  man  of  war  to 
ride  in ;  so  that  it  is  somewhat  horrid  to  move  along. 
However,  there  is  earth  and  gvaKS  u|M)n  the  rock,  and 
a  kind  of  road  niarkeil  out  Ity  the  print  of  feet ;  so 
that  one  makes  it  out  pretty  safely :  yet  it  alarmed 
me  to  sec  Dr.  Johnson  striding  irrogularlv  along. 
He  insisted  on  taking  a  boat,  and  sailing  into  the 
Pot.  We  did  so.  He  was  stout,  and  wonderfully 
alert.  The  Buchan-men  all  showing  their  teeth,  and 
q>eakiug  with  that  strange  sharp  accent  which  distin- 
guishes them,  was  to  nic  a  matter  of  curiosity.  lie 
was  not  sensible  of  the  dinVreiire  of  pronunciation  in 
the  south  and  north  of  Scotland,  which  1  wondered  at. 

As  the  entry  into  the  Bulkr  is  so  narrow  that  oars 
caiuiut  be  lined  as  you  go  in,  the  method  taken  is,  to 
row  very  hard  wlien  you  come  near  it,  and  give  the 
boat  such  a  rapidity  of  motion  that  it  glides  in.  Dr. 
Johii&on  observed  what  an  eiVect  this  scene  would 
have  had,  were  we  entering  into  an  unknown  place. 
There  are  caves  of  considerable  depth  ;   I  think,  one 
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of  them  far  enough  to  know  the  size.  Mr.  Boyd 
told  us  that  it  is  customary  for  the  company  at  Peter- 
head-well  to  make  parties,  and  come  and  dine  in  one 
of  the  caves  here '. 

He  told  us  that,  as  Siains  is  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  Aberdeen,  Lord  Errol,  who  has  a  very 
large  family,  resolved  to  have  a  surgeon  of  his  own. 
With  this  view  he  educated  one  of  his  tenant's  sons, 
who  is  now  settled  in  a  very  neat  house  and  farm  just 
by,  which  we  saw  from  the  road.  By  the  salary 
which  the  earl  allows  him,  and  the  practice  which 
he  has  had,  he  is  in  very  easy  circumstances.  He 
had  kept  an  exact  account  of  all  that  had  been  laid 
out  on  his  education,  and  he  came  to  his  lordship 
one  day,  and  told  him  that  he  bad  arrived  at  a  much 
higher  situation  than  ever  he  expected ;  that  he  was 
now  able  to  repay  what  his  lordship  had  advanced, 
and  begged  )ie  would  accept  of  it.  The  earl  was 
pleased  with  the  generous  gratitude  and  genteel  offar 
of  the  man ;  but  refused  it.  Mr.  Boyd  also  told  us. 
Gumming  the  quaker  first  began  to  distinguish  him- 
self, by  writing  against  Dr.  Leechman  on  Prayer,  to 
prove  it  unnecessary,  as  God  knows  best  what  should 
be,  and  will  order  it  without  our  asking:  the  old 
hackneyed  objection. 

AVhen  we  returned  to  the  house,  we  found  coffee 
and  tea  in  the  drawing-room.  Lady  Errol  was  not 
there,  being,  as  I  supposed,  engaged  with  her  young 
family.  There  is  a  bow-window  fronting  the  sea. 
Dr.  Johnson  repeated  the  ode,  "Jam  satis  terris,** 
while  Mr.  Boyd  was  with  his  patients.     He  spoke 


■  [They  were  aUo  uied  by  smugglers.  The  path  round  the  BuUer  is  about 
three  fi;ct  brojtl ;  so  that  there  is  little  clanger,  though  very  often  much  fear..— 
Wai-tkr  Scott] 
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well  in  favour  of  entails,  to  presene  lines  of  men*^*"*? 

llebiid. 

whuiii  inaukind  are  aeeustomed  to  reverence.  His 
opinion  was  that  so  much  land  should  be  entailed  as 
that  families  should  never  tall  into  contempt,  and  as 
much  left  free  as  to  give  tliem  all  tlie  advantages  of 
property  in  case  of  any  emergency.  "  If,"  said  he, 
"  the  nobility  are  suflered  to  sink  into  indigence, 
they  of  courjfe  Ixrome  corrupt ;  Uiey  are  ready  to  do 
whatever  the  king  chooses;  therefore  it  is  fit  they 
should  be  kfpt  from  becoming  poor,  unless  it  is  fixed 
that  ^vhen  they  fall  lielow  a  (x^rtain  standard  of  wealth 
they  shall  lose  their  peerages.  We  know  the  house 
of  peers  have  made  noble  stands,  when  the  house  of. 
ronunons  durst  not.  The  two  last  years  of  parlia- 
ment they  dare  not  contradict  the  jwpulace." 

This  room  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of  fine 
prints,  and  with  a  whole  length  picture  of  Lord 
Kmtl,  bv  Sir  Josliua  Revuolds.  'J'his  led  Dr.  John- 
•on  and  mc  to  talk  of  onramiabk-  and  elegant  friend, 
whose  panegyrick  he  concluded  by  saying,  *'  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  sir,  is  the  most  invuliienible  man 
I  know  ;  the  man  with  whom  if  you  should  quarrel, 
you  would  find  the  most  difficulty  how  to  abuse." 

Dr.  Johnson  observed,  the  situation  liere  ^vas  the 
noblest  he  had  ever  seen ;  better  than  Mount  Edgc- 
cumbe,  reckoned  the  first  in  England ;  because,  at 
Mount  Edgecwnbe,  the  sea  is  bounded  by  land  on  the 
other  »ide,  and,  tlnnigh  there  is  there  the  grandeur 
of  a  fleet,  there  is  also  the  impression  of  there  being 
a  dock-yard,  the  circumstances  of  which  are  not 
agreeable.  At  Slains  is  an  excellent  old  house.  The 
noble  uwner  has  built  of  brick,  along  the  stpuire  in 
the  inside,  a  gallery,  both  on  the  first  and  second 
story,  the  house  Ixing  no  higher;  so  that  he  has 
always  a  dry  walk :  and  the  rooms,  to  h  hich  formerly 
there  was  no  approach  but  through  each  other,  have 
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Tour  to  j,ow  all  separate  entries  from  the  gallery,  which  is 
hung  witli  Hogarth's  works,  and  other  prints.  We 
went  and  sat  a  while  in  the  library.  There  is  a 
valuable  numerous  collection.  It  was  chiefly  made 
by  Mr.  Falconer,  husband  to  the  late  Countess  of 
Errol  in  her  own  right.  Tins  earl  has  addtnl  a  good 
many  nuxlern  books. 

AlHiut  nine  the  earl '  came  home.  Captain  Gor- 
don, of  Park,  was  with  him.  His  lordship  put  iJr. 
Johnson  in  mind  of  their  having  dined  together  in 
London,  along  with  Mr.  Beauclerk.  I  was  exceed- 
ingly pleased  with  Lord  Krrol.  His  dignified  jHTson 
nd  airreeable  countenance,  with  the  most  unaffected 
H'abiiity,  gave  me  high  satisfaction.  From  perhaps 
a  weakness,  or,  as  I  rather  hope,  more  fancy  and 
warmth  of  feeling  than  is  quite  rea*:onable,  my  mind 
is  ever  impressed  with  admiration  for  persons  of  high 
birth,  and  I  could,  with  the  nmst  perfect  honesty, 
ex|>atiate  on  Lord  Errol's  good  (qualities;  but  lie 
stands  in  no  need  of  my  praise,  His  agreeable  man- 
ners and  softness  of  address  prevented  that  constraint 
which  the  idea  ol'  his  lading  Lord  High  Constable  of 
Scotland    might   otherwise   have    occasionetl-.     He 

'  [Sir  \V.  Fcrbe*.  in  hii  Life  of  BeaftW,  uym,  thai  I>r.  Jotinion  dliconred 
I  likciicvt  bffwerr>  Lord  Ivrrol and  Sarpitlan ;  the  poinu  orraii.inblance(»Kp{ 
tliU  Lord  Krrol  vas  of  heroic  stature,  iix  feci  four  tnehn  hi><;h)  we  ara  left 
to  pNMi  lull  tiU  ]nr(K)iip  ».>%  wlmih  r  hVc  SAqinlon  nr  noi,  a  very  faandKHnc^ 
hi|th.ii|iint(.-d,  and  flitiial>lc  nobWian — Ki>.] 

*  IMt   UoswgIL  iKu-d  not  have  been  in  ouch  awe  on  thit  accDuni;  fnr  ImiA 

Emu's  ilili;  til  ttiai  di^ntiy  wm,  m  tlun  pcririd,  nni  (|»ite  nisbrikhed.     For  he 

nnr  mily  wan  not  dcM-endi-d  from  ihe  KoHs  of  EttoI,  in  the  wwrfc-  line,  but  ihe 

right  of  hi*  mother  and  i^andiirDthet  m<i-d  nii  the  MifimiFrfi/idn  of  Gtlhert.  ihc 

lenih  Eui1  of  Errol,  whii,  luvin^  no  rhildr^n  of  hi»  own,  nominated  (uader  ■ 

diiuHiT  iiftliarln  IL)  his  reUtlon,  Sir  .Fohn  Haj-,  ofKclloiir,  to  his  Jionoun, 

r  «ho  accordingly  succeeded  ai  clevtnth  t-arl ;  liui  his  non,  the  tweirUi  carl,  liav. 

ting  no  iaatie,  waa  aurecMlcd  by  hi^  two  triMcn  ituKw'itvdy.     The  yoiitigc«t, 

^JjtAy  Mari^aret,  the  grandnioiher  of  the  carl  who  received  I>r.  JohnMin,  waa 

married  to  tbe  Eail  of  Linlithgow,   w):»  wan  allaintnl  for  the  rehc^llion  of 

1715-     Th-T  Irfi  an  only  ilju^hicr.  married  to  Ixird  Ktimamock,  bchcbded 

and  atiainied  for  the  rehclliMti  of  17-*^.  whose  w>n  wa^  (he  earl  n)enti<>iMt  in 

ibetext.     LonI  Ixviiierdale,  at  the  dcwiioii  »t  ilti-  Scoiimh  ^txn  in  17!h;,  i^rw- 

iMted  apiirail  l*rd  Erral's  eUim  to  the  peenigc,  que»»tioning  not  only  iJw  rinht 

of  ronfcrrInK  *  P<"*ft*  by  mmtimatitm^  but  denying  that  any  aueh  nomhuHor 
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talked  very  easily  and  beusiWy  with  his  learned  Tourw 
guest.  1  obseneu  that  Dr.  Juliuson,  llioiigh  he 
showed  that  respect  to  liis  lordship  wliich,  from  prin- 
ciple, he  always  does  to  ligh  rauk,  yet,  when  they 
came  to  argtiiiierit,  maintained  that  manliness  which 
Itecomes  the  force  and  vigour  of  his  understanding.  ■ 
To  fihow  external  deference  to  our  superiors  is  pro- 
per: to  seem  to  yield  to  tliem  in  opinion  is  mean- 
ness'. The  earl  said  grace  both  before  and  nftersup])er, 
with  much  decency.  He  told  us  a  story  of  a  man 
who  was  executed  at  Perth,  some  years  ago,  for  mur- 
dering a  woman  who  was  with  child  by  him,  and  a 
fonner  child  he  had  by  her.  His  hand  was  cut  off: 
he  was  then  pulled  up;  Init  the  rojie  broke,  and  he 
was  forced  to  lie  an  hour  on  the  ground,  till  another 
rope  was  brought  from  Perth,  the  execution  being  in 
a  wood  at  some  distance — at  the  place  where  the 
murders  were  committed.     **  There  (said  my  lord) 

tuA  bam  bi  fact  moilr ;  but  the  house  of  InnU  decided  ihat  tli«  urKloin,  t>inu^h 
miffiKtUy  B  oiilc  Ikf,  lu<l  U-nmie  (te'CC-MlutiL-  tu  fenuUs,  eiiJ  mImi  timt  Karl 
G9b9*  MaA  actiniKd  ktid  tx  rrird  i^e  r|*'ii  nf  nvminntion-  h  wrn  siill  more 
&«brfuli  boV  the  office  of  llvK-ditjiiy  High  Conttshie  roiiU  be  iTAmd-Ri-'d, 

atbci  by    -1- '■■    (IT  tl»r:in;ti    fciiink"! ;     tml   ull    ili.   laii'    h^rli  oi    Krrol 

!■>«<•  Ml;  .-t  (|U(»[ioD,  ir.d  the  present  ciul  cxccuced  it  br  deputy  nt 

iter  tmnt r"c  IV'.,  and  in  pcnon  dutin;;  liis  maJL-sly's  viui  to  Scot- 

•  l.>;<nl  CbMurfleU,  In  hu  leii«a  lo  hU  »on,  cofnuluiu  of  wk  who  MigutJi  in 
an  -  'le  niaitiier  wiih  meu  of  M  nolis      ProkkMy  the  noble  lord  hnil 

fcj;  '  uncsaincu  wlwt  it  wn»  to  moountcr  utrimgcr  abiltftm  ihiin  hit* 

^vn-  •!  '  I'r  t  will  <nfii^  m  TihU  with  hin  inCcnur  in  xUiiun,  hi-  tiiiint  cx|icet 
Awt  hit  iaittiar  in  stuion  wiU  avail  hiiiifwlf  o(  «voij  tdvnnuttc ;  oihetwive  It  ts 
•at  •  (»ix  tTu3  of  ftUcngih  uid  Uiill.  'I'he  ume  will  bold  in  a  comuit  ut'  r.;ftMia, 
«r  of  vib  A  crruin  kisf  enicMd  the  liaiB  ol'gtDiui  with  Voluirc.  The  tome- 
^■eoct  WW  thMr  though  Ibe  kbg  iiaA  grrat  mid  briliiant  lalentx,  Voluir^  had 
tmtit  •  mperianty  i)mi  hi*  tnitjtirty  could  nut  bc«i  Ji:  and  tlie  pa.-t  irjs  diiu 
■aJMtd.  or  caaped,  IVooi  tliai  court.  In  the  mpi  of  Jantn  I.  of  England, 
CtiAtOD*  Lad  iM'iquhar,  n  pea  of  Scotluid,  fiom  a  trIti  anibition  ui  txcd  a 
ftwi>g_  mailii  in  hn  own  art,  pUjrcd  at  ropier  and  da^^icr  wi'.h  him.  The 
tactftgi-nMttx.  vboic  fiiiDC  Md  bread  wae  at  >'.Akt;,  pui  otii  one  of  hii  lord- 
■lu|t*a  cj«a.  Ejnapjtaud  at  tbia,  Lord  Sanquhar  hired  ruffiam,  and  hivi  the 
fcscng'UfVt  aMBssnuud;  (or  which  h»  InnUliip  tra«  capitally  tried,  con. 
damMd,  tad  haogtd.  Not  beta;  •  peer  of  England,  lie  «il«  trinl  by  the  raiiw 
at  Bobcft  Cridlton,  Kaf\. ;  but  he  waa  admitted  to  be  a  baroa  of  three  hundred 
jTkTi  m»adi»$.  hoc  the  SUtr  TriaJj;  Mtd  tiK  UirttirffiiJ'  Kafftapd  by  Hume, 
vhaappluMis  iho  itnputlal  jiuikc  cxccuml  upon  a  man  of  high  ranlL — Bo9- 
wEi^  (l^sd  Chctterfidd't  utaM.rvMion  la  in  tbs  cbacader  of  thu  mprtlaUt 
AMmM  (me  mU,  vol.  L  p.  3U>,  which  w»  prohabty  mtmnl  far  Dr.  John. 
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Tour  to  I  see  tlie  hand  of  Providence."  I  was  really  happy 
here.  1  saw  in  thi»  tiohleinaii  the  liest  dispositions 
and  best  principles ;  and  I  saw  him,  in  my  nn'nd's 
eye,  to  be  the  representative  of  the  ancient  Boyds  of 
Kilnianiock.  I  was  afraid  he  mif^ht  have  urged 
drinking,  as,  I  believe,  he  used  fonnerly  to  i\o ;  but 
he  drank  port  and  water  out  of  a  large  glass  himself, 
and  let  us  do  an  we  jdeased.  He  went  with  us  to 
our  rooms  at  night;  said  he  took  the  visit  very 
kindly;  and  told  me  my  father  and  he  were  very 
old  acquaintance ;  that  I  now  knew  the  way  to 
81ains,  and  he  hoped  to  see  me  there  again. 

I  had  a  most  elegant  room ;  but  there  was  a  fire 
in  it  wJjjch  blazed  ;  and  tlie  sea,  t{)  which  my  windows 
looked,  roared ;  and  the  pillows  were  made  of  the 
feathers  of  some  sea-fowl,  which  had  to  me  a  dis- 
agreeable smell :  so  that,  by  all  tliese  causes,  I  was 
kept  awake  a  good  while.  I  saw,  in  imagination. 
Lord  Errol's  father.  Lord  Kilmarnock  (who  was  be- 
headed on  Tower-hill  in  1746),  and  I  was  somewhat 
dreary.  But  the  thought  did  not  last  long,  and  I 
fell  asleep. 

WedneaiUty.  QHfh  Att^tst. — We  got  up  l»etweeu 
seven  and  eight,  and  found  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  dining- 
room,  with  tea  and  coffee  before  him,  to  give  us 
breakfast.  We  were  in  an  admirable  humour.  Lady 
Errol  had  given  each  of  us  a  copy  of  an  ode  by 
Beattie,  on  the  birth  of  her  son.  Lord  Hay.  Mr. 
Boyd  asked  Dr.  Johnson  how  lie  liked  it.  Dr.  .lohn- 
son.  who  did  not  admire  it,  got  off  rerj'  well,  by 
taking  it  out,  and  reading  the  second  and  third 
stanzas  of  it  with  nuu-h  melody.  This,  without  his 
saying  a  word,  pleased  Mr.  Boyd.  He  obscr%"ed, 
however,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  the  expression 
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compared  with  wliat  went  hffon*,  was  an  anti-climax,  '£<*""" 

*  UebiuL 

and  that  it  would  have  been  better. 


"  Agw  limn  teen,"  Ac. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  So  great  a  number  as  a  thousand 
is  better.  Dolus  iatet  in  uitireraartbiis.  Ages  might 
be  only  two  ages."  He  talked  of  the  advantage  of 
keeping  up  the  connexions  of  relationshij),  which 
produce  much  kindness.  "  Every  man  (said  he) 
who  comes  into  the  world  has  nwd  of  friends.  If  he 
has  to  get  them  for  himself,  half  his  life  is  spent  be- 
fore his  merit  is  known.  Relations  are  a  man's 
rvady  friends  who  support  him.  When  a  man  is  in 
real  distress,  he  flies  into  the  arms  of  his  relations. 
An  old  lawyer,  who  had  much  experience  in  making 
*iIU.  told  nie,  that  after  |)eoplc  had  deliberated  long, 
and  thought  of  many  for  their  executors,  they  set- 
tled at  last  by  fixing  on  their  relations.  This  shows 
the  universality  of  the  j)rinciplc. 

I  regrette<l  the  decay  of  resjM^ct  for  men  of  family, 
and  that  a  nabob  now  would  carry  an  election  from 
them.  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  the  nabob  will  carry 
it  b}'  means  of  his  wealth,  in  a  country  where  money 
is  highly  valned,  as  it  nmst  be  where  nothing  can  be 
had  without  money ;  but,  if  it  comes  to  personal  pre- 
ference, the  man  of  family  will  always  carry  it. 
l*herc  is  generally  a  scoundrelixm  about  a  low  man." 
Mr.  Koyd  said,  that  was  a  gootl  hm. 

I  said,  I  believed  mankind  were  happier  in  the 
ancient  feudal  state  of  sulwrdi nation,  than  they  are 
in  tJie  nKKleru  state  of  indejiendency.  Johnson. 
"To  be  Bure,  the  chief  was:  but  we  must  think  of 
the  munber  of  individuals.  That  they  were  less 
happy  seems  plain;  for  that  state  from  which  all 
escape  as  soon  as  they  can,  and  to  which  none  return 
after  they  have  left  it,  must  be  less  happy  ;  and  this 
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Tour  to  js  the  case  witli  tlie  state  of  dependence  on  a  chief 
or  great  m:m. 

1  mentioned  the  happiness  of  the  Frencli  in  their 
subordination,  by  the  reciprocal  benevolence '  and 
attachment  l>etween  the  great  and  those  in  lower 
rank.  Mr.  Boyd  gave  ns  an  instance  of  their  gentle- 
manly spirit.  An  old  Chevalier  dc  Malthe,  of  ancient 
noblesse^  btit  in  low  circnmstances,  was  iu  a  coffee- 
house at  Paris,  where  was  Julien,  the  great  manufac- 
turer at  the  Gol>elins,  of  the  fine  tapestry,  so  much 
distinguished  both  for  the  figures  and  the  co/ours. 
The  chevalier's  carriage  was  very  old.  Says  .lulien, 
with  a  plebeian  insolence,  "  I  think,  sir,  you  had 
better  have  your  carriage  new  painted."  The  che- 
valier looked  at  him  with  indignant  contempt,  and 
answered,  "  Well»  sir,  you  may  take  it  home  and  d^e 
it !"  All  the  co^ee-house  rejoiced  at  Julien's  con- 
fusion. 

We  set  out  about  nine.  Dr.  Johnson  was  curious 
to  pee  one  of  those  structures,  which  northern  anti- 
quarians call  a  Druid's  temple.  I  had  a  rei*ollection  of 
one  at  Strichen,  which  I  had  seen  fifteen  years  ago ;  so 
we  went  four  miles  out  of  our  road,  after  passing  Old 
Deer,  and  went  thither.  Mr.  Fraser,  the  proprietor, 
was  at  home,  and  showed  it  to  us.  But  1  had  aug- 
mented it  in  my  mind;  for  all  that  remains  is  two 
stones  set  up  on  end,  with  a  long  one  laid  upon  them, 
se  was  usual,  and  one  stone  at  a  little  distance  from 
them.  That  stone  was  the  capital  one  of  the  circle 
which  surrounded  what  now  remains.  Mr.  Fraser 
was  very  hospitable '.     There  was  a  fair  at  Strichen; 

<  [VThaA  ft  comniCTiUrT-  on  ihi>  mtoioa  bai  the  Frcndi  revolutj-in  written  ! 
--£i>.| 

■  He  U  die  worthy  Mm  uFb  vorth^  TAth^T,  the  hite  l^ord  Strirhen,  one  of  our 
jud({<^«,  to  whow  kind  notice  I  wa*  much  obligtd.  hotA  ^tiichun  wu  «  lotLa 
ntH  onljr  honest,  but  highly  gmnnu*;  (or,  •flrf  his  Bucnmion  to  the  temlly 
tstue,  he  paiil  ■  Imge  aum  of  debtn.  coniiwtetl  by  hi*  predKcsKw,  which  tu 
mm  nni  under  any  ubligiwion  to  pay.     I*et  me  here,  fm  the  crtdit  of  Aynbln, 
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and  he  bad  several  of  his  neighbours  from  it  at  dinner.  ^°JVJ* 
One  of  them,  Dr.  Frascr,  who  had  been  in  the  army, 
remembered  to  have  seen  Ur.  Johnson,  at  a  lecture 
on  experimental  philosuphy,  at  Lichfield.  The  ihx'tor 
recollected  being  at  the  lecture,  and  he  was  surprised 
to  find  here  somebody  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Fraser  sent  a  servant  lo  conduct  us  by  a 
ifaurt  [Kis^iage  into  the  high  road.  I  observed  to  Dr. 
Johnson,  that  I  had  a  most  disagreeable  notion  of 
the  life  of  country  gentlemen  ;  that  I  left  Mr.  Fraset 
just  now,  as  oue  leaves  a  prisoner  in  a  jail.  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  that  I  was  right  in  thinking  them  un- 
happy, for  that  they  had  not  enough  to  keep  their 
minds  in  motion. 

1  started  a  thought  this  afternoon  which  amused 
us  B  great  part  of  the  way.  "  If,"  said  I,  "  our  club 
should  come  and  set  up  in  St.  Andrews,  as  a  college, 
to  teach  all  that  each  of  us  can,  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  learning  and  taste,  we  sliuuld  rebuild 
the  city :  we  should  draw  a  wonderful  concourse  of 
students."  Dr.  Johnson  entered  fully  into  the  spirit 
of  this  project.  We  immediately  fell  to  distributing 
the  offices.  I  was  to  teach  civil  and  Scotch  law ; 
Burke,  j>oliticks  and  elocjueiice;  Garrick,  the  art  of 
publick  speaking;  Langton  was  to  be  our  Grecian, 
Cohnau  our  Latin  professor;  Nugent  to  teach  phy- 
sick ;  Lord  Charleinont,  modem  histor)' ;  Beauclerk, 
natural  philosophy;  V'esey,  Irish  antiquities, orCeltick 


Kjown  connly,  TcCDrdanobK' iiituitii-e  of  libcrJ  hom-My  in  Willia'n  Hvitchuon, 
AvTcr,  In  Lanchod,  Kjlc,  who  fonncrlj'  ubijuntd  a  full  dii>chai}{c  Ironi  hi»  cre- 
upon  ft  cAnipinttlon  of  liift  ilctilst  but,  upiiit  brrr^  m-liiml  lu  giKMl  dr- 
iiiTiird  liU  crtrditon  last  iriiiier  lo  a  ilitiiiiT,  wiihotit  Ivllir^  the 
I,  utd  paid  them  their  full  Bum*,  prindpi]  and  iQUrt:il.  llinr  pKKDtcd 
UiB  vitli  a  piece  of  p]alr,  with  an  imtrriptitm  In  crtmitieninrale  Uiin  exLnoidinary 
hfaoe  pf  iTue  woith ;  which  should  ntakc  MWte  people  ■»  Scotland  blush, 
vhik,  though  mflao  ibntiMlTci,  Uiey  »trui  about  uudcr  she  proirction  of  gK%i 
r,  om.tciiAUi  of  th«  wrnritnlncM  of  niiniUero  whu  hare  loat  l>]r  itieiti,  la 
they  nrvcr  think  of  mnking  lYpanifon,  but  indulgi-  tl»cni«lvw  and  ihdr 
in  moat  uniuiMble  expeiiie BoflwCLL. 
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Toar  to  learning  * ;  Jones,  Oriental  learning;  Goldsmith, 
poftry  and  ancient  history;  Chamier,  commercial 
politicks;  Reynolds,  painting,  and  the  arts  which 
have  beanty  for  their  object;  Chambers,  the  law  of 
England.  Dr.  Johnson  at  first  said,  **  I  *11  trust 
theology  to  nobody  but  myself.'*  But,  upon  due 
consideration,  that  Percy  is  a  clergyman,  it  was 
agreed  that  Percy  should  teach  practical  divinity  and 
British  antiquities ;  Dr.  Johnson  himself,  logick,  me- 
taphysicks,  and  scholastick  divinity.  In  this  manner 
did  we  aniuse  ourselves,  each  suggesting,  and  each 
varying  or  adding,  till  the  whole  was  adjusted.  Dr, 
Johnson  said,  we  only  wanted  a  mathematician  since 
Dyer  died,  who  was  a  very  gootl  one ;  but  as  to  every 
thing  else,  we  should  have  a  very  capital  university'. 
We  got  at  night  to  Banff.  I  sent  Joseph  on  to 
DufT-liouse :  hut  Earl  Fife  was  not  at  home,  which 
I  regretted  much,  as  we  should  have  had  a  very 
elegant  reception  from  his  lordship  We  found  here 
but  an  indifferent  inn  ^.  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  a  long 
letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  wondered  to  see  him  write 
_  so  much  so  easily.  He  verified  his  own  doctrine  that 
"a  man  may  always  write  when  he  will  set  himself 
doggedly  to  it." 


>  Since  tbc  fint  cdiliim,  U  hat  been  naicgnird  hjr  one  of  the  dub^  who  kneW 
filr.  V«*e7  better  thwt  Dr.  JohnMm  wk)  I,  that  re  did  not  •Mian  him  a  pmxr 
pUco,  dor  ht  WM  quite  unnktlkd  in  lri>h  luititjulllm  >nd  rtltiSc  IcAming.  bat 
nil^^it  vlth  pmnHftv  Iwvc  beea  made  profcMcir  ormrrliitectuiv,  which  he  uimUt. 
•tmxl  vrll,  aiid  hu  left  a  rcry  good  npedmcn  of  his  knowledge  and  ia*tr  in  Uwt 
an.  by  an  clcgiuit  liiiutr  built  on  a  plan  uf  his  awn  fonnBtiun,  at  Iiurxn,  a  fcw 
mile*  frimi  Dublin, — ItoswCLT.. 

*  [  Here  Mr.  Hmwrll  tu.*  inscrtid  a  note  retative  to  the  CtrB,  the  subetancc 
of  which  wUI  Ix-  found  in  tin-  npfK-ndix  to  ihc  lit»l  votmiic  —Cd.] 

1  Here,  unluckily,  tho  window*  had  no  pulley*,  and  Di.  Johiuon,  who  wn 


I 


coiutantly  eaon  for  fmh  air,  had  much  tinigKliitg  <«  g«<  txic  of  than  kept  open. 

tada  nntKin   iuipmocd  upon 
ncral  in  Scotland,  in  consniucDCc  of  wl.icb  he  has  cmmtoualy  eitlargcd  upon  it 


Thua  he  Itad  a  notion  iinpmacd  upon  him.  thai  thi»  wrciched  defect  «w  ge. 


In  hiH  "  Joumcy."  I  tvKivtted  tJul  be  did  nol  atkiw  mc  to  read  over  hia'book 
befim  it  «M  printad.  I  should  hart  chargL-d  very  Uiilc,  but  I  »houId  haw 
•UBpMxl  ui  almation  in  u  few  y\al-t■^  wlicTc  be  hu  laid  hinuelf  oncn  to  be  at- 
taclcM.  I  hope  labouldhavc  pr-raik'd  with  bim  Uioniii  or  wftcn  his  aMcrtion, 
that  '<  a  ScntMnan  muat  be  a  stunly  morallit,  who  doci  noi  prefer  6coUaod  to 
Until,"— fori  retUy  tliiok  it  U  not  foundcd,and  it  i*  handily  Hid — DoawELl- 
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Thurgdoy,  26//i  August. — We  got  a  fresh  chaise  Tourw 
btre,  a  very  gt>o<I  one,  aiul  very  f^ood  horses. 
breakfasted  at  Culleii.  They  set  down  dried  had- 
docks broiled,  aloug  with  our  tea.  I  ate  one ;  but 
Dr.  Julinson  was  disgusted  by  the  sight  of  them,  so 
thev  were  removed'.  Culleii  has  a  comfortable  ap- 
pearance, tliougb  but  a  very  small  town,  and  the 
houses  mostly  poor  buildings. 

I  called  on  Mr.  Robertson,  who  has  the  cliarge  of 
Lord  Findlater's  atfairs,  and  was  formerly  Lord 
MoulHKldo's  clerk,  was  three  times  iu  France  with 
him,  and  translated  C'oudatniue's  Account  of  the 
Savage  Girl,  to  which  his  lordship  wrote  a  preface, 
containing  several  remarks  of  his  own.  Kobei-tson 
said  he  did  not  believe  so  much  as  his  lonlslilp  did; 
that  it  was  plain  to  him  the  girl  confounded  what 
she  imagim*d  with  what  she  reniemliered ;  that,  be- 
Kides»  she  |)erceived  Condamine  and  Lord  Mouboddo 
forming  theories,  and  she  adapted  her  story  to  them. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  It  is  a  pity  to  see  Lord  Mon- 
bodilo  publish  such  notions  as  he  ha><  done ;  a  man 
vfi  sense,  and  of  so  much  elegant  learning.  There 
would  lie  little  in  a  fool  doing  it;  we  should  only 
laiigb :  but  when  a  wise  man  does  it,  we  are  sorry. 
Other  people  liave  strange  notions ;  but  they  con- 
ceal tlieni.  If  they  have  tails,  they  hide  them; 
but  Monboddo  is  as  jealous  of  his  tail  as  a  sqnir- 
reL"  I  siiall  here  put  down  some  more  re- 
marks uf  Dr.  Johnson's  on  Lord  Monboddo,  which 
were  not  made  exactly  at  this  time,  but  come  in  well 

1  (A  pcotnt  Dwy  be  laitercd  od  the  piut  ol'  oiosi  Scouuivii  i>)^''>"'  ^^  '^' 
■A  tat*  to  this  pAilimUi.  A  Finnon  hadilitck  iVkhI  orrr  tlic  roiolte  of  (be 
Mi  »wd.  atxl  pprinkletl  wjih  mK  imt<7  during  the  proccm,  acqoim  a  relMh  of 
■  toy  pecnliar  ud  deltcaic  fi&vour.  ininiiuMc  an  way  other  oout  thAit  tliM  of 
JibtnknubiR.  Home  of  our  Kilinlmr^li  phi losup'hcn  tried  u>  piodace  their 
ia  run.  I  vu  one  of  «  part]'  at  a  dinnrr,  vhirc  the  philoiopbkal  had- 
werr  pUred  in  cam  petition  with  the  f^nnuine  rUiatm-fliOi.  T)»e<w  ■rcvcMrml 
wtlbant  diMinaian  wHenn:  ilicy  caiTie;  but  niijy  od«  geiiiluinaii,  out  of 
l«cMDt,  oipouscd  the  caiuc  of  pliilcwftphjr. — Walter  Scott.] 
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Tmirw  from  connexioii.  He  saitl  he  did  not  approve  of  a 
judfre's  callin;^  himself  Farmer  Burnett ',  and  going 
about  ui til  »  little  round  hat'.  He  laughed  heartily 
at  his  lordship's  saying  be  was  an  enthusiastical 
farmer;  *'  for  (said  he),  what  can  he  do  in  farming 
by  bis  enthusiasm?"  Here,  however,  I  think  JJr- 
Johnson  mistaken.  He  who  wislies  to  be  successful. 
or  happy,  ought  to  be  enthusiastical,  that  is  to  say, 
very  keen  in  all  the  occupations  or  diversions  of  life. 
An  ordinary  gentleman-farmer  will  be  satisfied  with 
looking  at  his  fields  once  or  twice  a  day :  an  en- 
thusiaiitical  farmer  will  be  constantly  employed  on 
them ;  will  have  liis  mind  earnestly  engaged  ;  will 
talk  peri)etually  of  them.  But  Dr.  Johnson  has 
mmh  of  the  7ti/  adtnirttri  in  smaller  concerns.  That 
survey  of  life  which  gave  birth  to  his  '*  ^'anity  of 
Human  AN'ishes*'  early  solx'red  bis  mind.  Besides, 
so  great  a  mind  as  his  cannot  be  moved  by  inferior 
objects :  an  elephant  does  not  run  and  skip  like 
lesser  animals. 

Mr.  Robertson  sent  a  servant  with  us.  to  show  us 
through  Lord  Findlater's  wood,  by  which  our  way 
was  shortened,  and  we  saw  some  part  of  his  domain, 
which  is  indeed  admirably  laid  out.  Dr.  Johnson 
did  not  choose  to  walk  through  it.  He  always  said 
that  he  was  not  come  to  SScutlaud  to  see  hne  places, 
of  which  there  were  enough  in  England ;  but  wild 
objects,  —  mountains, — water-falls, —  peculiar   man- 


the  iIiIl-  di  Iord»,  rtotn  tbdr  nt.-itrs  ;  ifaiu  Sir.  Burnett  b  Lord  Moaboddo.  at 
Mr.  Uon^c  was  Lord  Kaiim!s.  Tliere  u  M>ait;ihtng  ■  little  >»kwud  in  ihUt 
for  tlirjr  ■■«  dmuininaud  in  drc«I»  by  their  nanic^,  «riib  thr  additinn  of  ^  one  ot 
the  Kmlors  of  the  cvUege  of  junirc:"  ■n<t  autwcribe  thdr  christian  and  nii. 
njuiiK,  u  Janu*  BtimetL,  Heni)-  Hume,  even  in  judicial  acta — Boawp.i.i., 
I  Wc  wc  ihar  ihc  Mine  amWm  prt-vailrd  amnngst  ottrcr  gcnilnncn  as  well  m 
the  judges.  All  the  Uirds  who  ur  colled  by  the  n&niM  of  thrir  csutei,  m 
Rata}',  i'<A,  Ac  sign  their  christian  and  Kuniai»r«.  bi  J.  Moclnal,  A.  Alarlcan, 
Ac  The  digniijr  of  the  judicial  bench  haj>  coiiKoated,  in  the  e**e  of  the 
judf{c»,  what  waa  once  ihc  common  pntcitcv  of  the  oounir; — El>.] 
*  pVliy  iMl,  in  ■  ramo:c  coiinlrj'  iriiirmmt? — Kii.] 


I 


I 

I 
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ner»;  in  short,  things  which  he  had  not  seen  before.  T.>urto 

.  ,  Htbrnl. 

I  have  a  notion  that  he  at  no  time  tins  had  much 
taste  for  rural  beauties.      I  have  myself  very  little. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  tliere  was  nothing  more  con- 
temptible than  a  country  gentleman  living  beyond 
his  income,  and  every  year  fjrowiiifr  poorer  and 
poorer.  He  spoke  strongly  of  the  influenie  which  a 
roan  has  by  being  rich.  "  A  man  (said  he)  who 
keeps  bis  money,  has  in  reality  more  use  from  it  than 
he  can  have  by  spending  it."  I  observed  that  this 
looked  very  like  a  paradox ;  but  he  exj»lained  it  thus: 
**  If  it  were  certain  that  a  man  woidd  keep  his  mouey 
locked  up  for  ever»  to  be  sure  he  would  have  no  in- 
fluence; but  as  so  many  want  money,  and  he  has 
the  i»o\ver  of  giving  it,  and  they  know  not  but  by 
gaining  his  favour  they  may  obtain  it,  the  rich  man 
will  always  have  the  greatest  influence.  He  again 
who  lavishes  his  money  is  laughed  at  as  foolish,  and 
in  a  great  degree  with  justice,  considering  how  much 
is  spent  from  vanity.  Even  those  who  partake  of  a 
man's  hospitality  have  but  a  transient  kindness  for 
him.  If  he  has  not  the  command  of  monej',  people 
know  he  cannot  help  them  if  he  avouM  ;  whereas  the 
rich  man  always  can,  if  he  will,  and  for  the  chance 
df  that,  H-ill  have  much  weight."  BoswEl.l..  '*  But 
philosophers  and  satirists  have  all  treated  a  miser  as 
contfuiplible."  Johnson.  "  He  is  so  philosophically ; 
but  not  iu  the  practice  of  life."  Boswell.  "  Let 
me  see  now ;  I  do  not  know  the  instances  of  misers 
in  England,  so  as  to  examine  into  their  influence.*" 
Johnson.  "We  have  had  few  misers  in  Kngland." 
Bo8W£LL.  "  There  was  Lowther'."  Johnson. 
"  \Vhy,  sir,  Lowther,  by  keeping  his  money,  had  the 


■  [He  tneuM,  no  itnubl,  Sb  Jmiks  IjOwUict.  of  Hliilchawn,  bart,  wbo  dird 
te  I7&&,  inuncnKl)'  rich,  bat  without  isRuc,  ind  liiR  c«ute»  drrolred  on  hte  ■«. 
iMlont  ^'tr  Jmhc*,  *(tctw»td»  f1r.1t  Eul  uT  I.Mii*d4ile. — Kn.j 
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Tourtn  command  of  the  county,  whicJi  the  family  has  now 
lost,  by  spending  it '.  I  take  it  he  lent  a  great  deal ; 
and  tliat  iii  the  way  to  have  influence,  and  yet  pre- 
serve one's  wealth  A  man  may  lend  his  money 
upon  very  good  security,  and  yet  have  his  debtor 
nmdi  under  his  power."  BosM  eli..  **  \o  doubt, 
sir.  He  can  always  distress  him  for  the  money;  as 
no  man  borrows  who  is  able  to  pay  on  demaud  quite 
con\"enientIy." 

^Ve  dined  at  KIgin,  and  saw  the  noble  ruins  of  the 
cathedral.  Though  it  rained  much.  Dr.  Johnson 
examined  them  with  the  most  (laticut  attention.  He 
could  not  here  feel  any  abhorrence  at  the  Scottish 
reformers,  for  he  had  been  tuld  by  Lord  Hailes,  that 
it  was  destroyed  t>efore  the  reformation,  by  tlie  Lord 
of  Badenoch ',  who  had  a  qiuirrel  with  the  bishop. 
The  bisliop's  house,  and  those  of  the  other  elergy, 
which  are  still  pretty  entire,  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  jiniporlioned  to  the  magnificence  of  the  cathe- 
dral, which  has  been  of  great  extent,  and  had  very 
fine  carved  work.  The  ground  within  the  walls  of 
tlie  cathedral  is  employed  as  a  burying-place.  The 
family  of  Gordou  have  their  vault  here ;  but  it  has 
nothing  grand. 

We  jiassed  Gordon  Castle'  this  forenoon,  which 

■  t  do  not  Vnow  whki  wan  >t  ihiN  Itiiic  the  r-uut  uf  the  partianienUry  inlereU 
of  the  ondcnt  Tuiiily  of  Iiowihcr;  a  family  before  the  KniqiirM :  hui  mil  ibc 
tutian  knows  it  ui  be  Vdy  exien^tre  it  pfmcnt.  A  duo  mixturv  of  Kvcrii)*  and 
kindnrvs,  roDfioiny  •nd  mujiiftcciKT,  chiirwieruci  >M  |irvs<»ii  tcprvwniaiivp._ 
Itosw i: I, I..  [The  Kcond  ttKOtmi  and  fint  Karl  LcniMlftle  of  hi«  branch,  who 
«M  to«u)iiiiciLiltil  to  no«weir«  peculiar  firour  hy  hftTiu|f  marrUd  Ltdy  Alary 
Siuori,  ihr  dnnt^hter  of  John  Karl  of  ltii[t;._Ki>.j 

*  Kelt,  by  Lord  n«i)cs, — "  The  rathnlrmJ  of  El(tin  wm  bunjt  by  the  Lonl 
of  Badtnoch,  beciuine  lite  BijOiup  of  .tlurmy  hod  imiiiouiicvd  an  nwara  ant  to  hu 
liking.  The  iiiilcinniKration  ibnt  tin.-  sec  obinincd  was,  thai  ibc  Lord  of  Rade- 
iiucli  Mood  for  Uircc  days  bercfootul  &t  tlic  gtvttt  gate  of  the  cathedntl.  The 
»lorT  i*  in  thocIutrluUty  of  Elgin." — Boi^ULi.L.  [Light  ua  Uii*  iiouinccKBF, 
Ml  Irish  chieftain  t'artd  BtUI  better.  The  eij{hth  JBatl  of  Kitdare  wu  cbaigtd 
Itcfofr  II>riry  VII.  witlt  having  bumed  ihc  cathedral  of  C'luhcJ :  he  cxprcuetl 
bb  coniHiion  lor  ihli  ucntc^,  adding,  that  he  ncrcr  would  liBTr  done  ii  bad  he 
aoi  thought  that  ibe  archbi/hop  had  ben  m  il.  Tiic  king  iniulc  him  lord- 
lieu  letiani. — £u.) 

a  I  aiu  not  tore  whether  ilw  duke  wh  ■!  hmae :  but,  not  having  the  bonout 
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princely  appearance.  Fochabers,  the  ueigh-  Tour  to 
birring  village,  is  a  poiir  place,  many  of  the  houses 
being  ruinuiis ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  they  have  in 
general  orchards  well  stored  with  apple-trees.  Elgin 
has  what  in  England  are  called  piazzas,  that  run  in 
many  places  on  each  side  of  the  street.  It  must  have 
been  a  much  better  place  formerly.  Probably  it  had 
piazzas  all  along  tlie  town,  as  1  have  seen  at  IJologna. 
I  approved  much  of  such  structures  in  a  town,  on 
account  of  their  conveniency  in  wet  weather.  Dr. 
Johnson  disapproved  of  them,  "  because,"  said  he, 
•*  it  makes  the  under  story  of  a  house  very  dark, 
which  greatly  overbalances  the  conveniency,  when  it 
is  cuiLsJdered  how  small  a  part  of  the  yt-ar  it  rains; 
how  few  are  usually  in  the  street  at  such  times  ;  that 
many  who  ore  might  as  well  be  at  home ;  and  the 
little  that  people  suffer,  supposing  them  to  be  as 
mucli  wet  as  they  comnmnly  are  in  walking  a  street." 

^Ve  fared  but  ill  at  our  inn  here;  and  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  seen  a  dinner  in 
Scotland  that  he  could  not  eat 

In  the  afternoon,  we  drove  over  the  very  heath 
where  Macbeth  met  the  witches,  according  to  tra- 
dition.    Dr.  Johnson  again  solenmly  re|H'ated 

**  How  fv  U't  Culled  Ut  Van*?    What  kk  thcie. 
So  wiilur'd,  lUid  m  wilit  in  (h;ir  niUrv  ? 
Tlinc  look  not  like  the  uibnbi»nt>  o'  the  nitli, 
And  ytt  are  iin*l?" 

He  repeated  a  good  deal  more  of  Macbeth.  His 
recitation  was  grand  and  affecting,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  has  observed  to  me,  had  no  more  tone  than 


ot  bdiw  much  knnim  tn  hht  ^race,  I  eouM  noi  h*re  pnsnined  td  onto  hla 
OMkh  wvi^  to  [nuoduce  CTi;n  ta  othhnuti  ■  acrangcr.  We  wve  «l  may  rate 
■■  a  harry  to  eel  Turwaxii  to  the  wildnirss  which  wc  came  to  k«.  Fcrhap«,  If 
ikia  Dofale  fitnulf  lud  Mill  prcMrvi-il  ili:ii  ncijucKirnid  niugnilictfice  whleb  they 
iMiMubed  when  calholickt,  corrojxitiilin);  with  ihe  (inuid  Dnke  of  Tuuany, 
*t  Rnght  have  twcn  induced  lo  Iwve  pracuied  giropcr  Icttc/a  of  iDtroducdon,  lad 
drmtrf  KRiK  titnc  to  tltc  conicmpUllon  of  venerable  supcrKtilioua  state— Bos- 
WSLL. 
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it  shoxild  have :  it  was  the  better  for  it.  He  then 
parcxlied  the  "  all  hail"  of  tlie  witches  to  AJaclieUi, 
addressing  himself  to  me.  I  had  purchased  some 
land  called  Dalblair;  and,  as  in  Scotland  it  is  cu»- 
toinary  to  distinguish  landed  men  by  the  name  of 
their  estates,  1  had  thus  two  titles,  Dalblair  and 
young  Anchinleck.     So  my  friend,  in  imitation  of 

'<■  Ail  hul,  Maebell)  t  hul  to  thee,  Tbane  oTClkwdori" 

condescended  to  amuse  himself  with  uttering 

We  got  to  Fores  at  night,  and  found  an  admirable 
inn,  in  ultii-h  Ur.  JoluiKtm  was  pleased  to  meet  with 
a  landlord,  who  styjed  himself  "  Wine-Cooper,  from 
London." 

FrUhty^2tth  Aiif^ust. — It  was  dark  when  we  came 
to  Fores  last  night ;  so  we  did  not  see  what  is  called 
King  Duncan's  monument',  I  shall  now  mark  some 
gleanings  of  Dr.  Johnson's  conversation.  1  spoke  of 
Leonidas,  and  said  there  were  some  good  passages  in 
it.  JoiiN.soN.  "  Why,  you  must  seek  for  them." 
He  said,  Paul  Whitehead's  Manners  was  a  poor  per- 
formance. Speaking  of  Derrick,  he  told  me  '*  be 
bad  a  kindness  for  him,  and  had  often  said,  that  if 
his  letters  had  Ik'cii  written  by  one  of  a  more  esta- 
blished name,  tliey  would  have  been  thought  very 
pretty  letters." 

This  morning  I  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
origin  of  evil.  Johnson.  **  Moral  evil  is  occasioned 
by  free  will,  which  implies  choice  between  good  and 
evil.  \\"\\\\  all  the  evil  that  there  is,  there  is  no  man 
but  would  rather  be  a  free  agent,  than  a  mere  machine 
without  the  evil ;  and  what  is  best  for  each  individual, 

'  I  Pronounced  ■»  tt  diwjrUablc.  AJffftk — Ed.] 

■  [Duiicun'ti  muiiunienli  «  liu^c  oolunm  on  ihc  rovlside  iwar  Fort*,  more 
ihan  twcni)*  fcot  high,  trrcied  in  commemoration  of  the  fitikl  rctrtct  oftbe  Dftnn 
from  Scotlitnd.  and  piopcrlj'  called  Swcnv'i  Sionc. — Wai-tek  Scott.] 
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iniL<it  be  best  for  the  whole.  If  a  roan  would  rather  Tour  w 
lie  the  itiachiiie,  I  cannot  ^rg'ue  with  him.  He  is  a 
different  being  from  me  "  BosArr.Li..  *'  A  man,  as 
a  macliine,  may  have  agreeable  sensations :  for  in- 
stAace,  he  may  have  pleasure  in  niusick."  Johnson. 
**  No,  sir,  he  cannot  have  pleasurr  in  nmsit-k  ;  at  least 
no  power  of  producing  niusick ;  for  he  who  can  jiro- 
dure  niusick  may  let  it  alone  :  he  who  can  play  upon 
a  Hddle  may  break  it :  such  a  man  is  not  a  machine." 
Tliis  reasoning  satisfied  me.  It  is  certain,  thert' cannot 
be  a  free  agent,  unless  there  is  the  power  of  being  e\il 
as  well  us  good.  We  roust  take  the  inherent  possi- 
bilities of  things  into  consideration,  in  our  reasonings 
or  conjectures  concerning  the  works  of  God. 

We  came  to  Nairn  to  breakfast.  Though  a 
county  town  and  a  royal  burgh,  it  is  a  miserable 
place.  Over  the  room  where  we  sat,  a  girl  was  spin- 
ning wool  with  a  great  wheel,  and  singing  an  Erse 
song:  "iMl  warrant  you,"'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "one 
of  the  songs  of  Ossiau."  He  then  rejieated  these 
lines : 

*' Vijne  Kwccu-HK  toil,  howeirer  rude  the  Myuixl. 
.\U  al  her  wcnk  llie  vilts^  iraidi-ii  iiiii^»j 
>*ar,  while  ibc  tumi  the  giddy  wheel  vound, 
Rcvolrn  the  mu)  «kiasitude  of  ibicgft  '." 

I  thought  I  had  heard  these  lines  before.  .Tohksox. 
•^  I  fancy  not.  sir ;  for  they  are  in  a  detached  poem, 
the  name  of  whidi  I  do  not  remember,  written  by 
one  GifTard.  a  parson." 

I  expected  Mr.  Kenneth  M*Aulay.  the  minister  of 
Calcler,  who  published  the  history  of  St.  Kilda,  a 
book  which  Dr.  Johnson  liked,  would  have  met  us 
here,  as  I  had  written  to  him  from  Aberdeen.  But 
I  received  a  letter  from  hirai  telling  me  that  he  could 


18r  flMfr,  voL  L  p.  393.— En.] 


3m) 


'  M-S.—jRTAr.  (H- 


Tour  to  not  li'nve  home,  as  he  was  to  administer  the  sacrament 
tlie  following  Suiiciay.  and  earnt'Slly  requesting  to  see 
us  at  his  manse.  "We'll  go,"  said  Dr.  Johnson; 
which  we  accordingly  did  Mrs.  M*Aulav  received 
us,  and  told  us  her  husband  was  in  the  church  distri- 
buting tokens'.  We  arrived  between  twelve  and 
one  o'clock,  and  it  was  near  three  before  he  came 
to  us. 

Dr.  Johnson  thanked  him  for  hie  book,  and  said 
**  it  was  a  very  pretty  piece  of  topography."  M*Aulay 
did  not  seem  muclt  to  mind  the  conijdinient-  From 
his  conversation.  Dr.  Johnson  was  persuaded  that  he 
hod  not  written  the  book  which  goes  imder  his  name. 
I  myself  always  suspected  so;  and  I  have  been  told  it 
was  written  by  the  learned  Dr.  John  M'Pherson  of 
Sky,  from  the  materials  collected  by  M'Aulay.  Dr. 
Johnson  said  privately  to  me,  **  'J'iiere  is  a  combina- 
tion in  it  of  which  M'Aulay  is  not  capable."  How- 
ever, he  was  exceedingly  hospitable ;  and,  as  he  oblig- 
ingly promised  us  a  route  for  our  Tour  through  the 
Western  Isles,  we  agreed  to  stay  with  him  all  night. 

After  dinner,  we  walked  to  the  old  castle  of  Calder 
(pronounced  Cawder'^),  the  Thane  of  Cawdor's  seat. 
I  was  sorry  that  my  friend,  this  *'  prosperous  gentle- 
man," was  not  there.  TI»e  old  tower  must  be  of 
great  antiquity.  There  is  a  draw-bridge,  what  has 
been  a  moat,  and  an  ancient  court.  There  is  a  haw- 
tlioru  tree,  which  rises  like  a  wooden  pillar  tlirough 
the  rooms  of  the  castle  ;  for,  by  a  strange  conceit,  the 
walls  have  been  built  round  it.     The  thickness  of  tlie 

■  Id  Scothntl  ihrrc  in  ftgn-nt  deal  of  pre[>arau<Hi  before  iidniinU'iTirgihe  w- 
cramcnt.  ThemiDbter  of  th«  pArUh  mkiuiiw-i  the  people  u  id  iKlu  tii(ic!ijt,Mii 
10  thoM!  of  whom  )>e  kpiirovei  ft'^^  litlK-  [lut*^  ol'  tin,  MJUiipol  wuh  llir  nmtae 
efihc  iwHsh,  u  lokrnt,  which  ihi-y  muM  ]^rfKhl^c  before  rmi>ing  ii.  This  is 
A  (pBCius  af  priCAtly  power,  And  vonKiliii^tft  may  be  alttncd.  I  reueiiiber  »  Uw. 
mil  hrou|[hl  by  a  per»rs  a^insl  bis  parish  minuter,  for  rcfuning  hini  BdmiuhKi 
10  tliai  twcrtd  ordiiMUKC. — Uuhwell. 

'  [Ik  it  nnt  ■  Mrong  Uiough  niiniilc  iiinlniioe  of  (lie  general  kiinwledge  of 
Slinkfpnirc.  that  he  kae*r  the  fMopv  prnnnnciation  nf  tbt*  name? — Rd.| 
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walls,  the  small  slanting  windows,  and  a  great  iron 
door  at  the  entrance  on  the  second  story  as  you 
ascend  the  stairs,  all  indicate  the  rude  times  in  which 
this  castle  was  erected.  There  were  here  some  large 
Tenerable  trees '. 

I  was  afraid  of  a  quarrel  between  Dr.  Joliiisonand 
Mr.  M'Aulay.who  talked  slightingly  of  the  lower  En- 
glish clergy.  The  doctor  gave  liiin  a  frowning  look, 
aud  said,  "  Tliis  is  a  day  of  novelties :  I  have  seen  old 
trres  in  Scotland,  and  I  have  heard  the  Knglish  clergy 
treated  with  disrespect." 

I  dreaded  that  a  whole  evening  at  Caldennanse 
would  be  heavy:  however,  Mr.  Grant,  an  intelligent 
and  well  bred  minister  in  the  neighbourhood,  was 
there*  and  assisted  us  by  his  conversation.  Dr. 
Johnson,  talking  of  hereditary  occupations  in  the 
Highlands,  said,  "  There  is  no  harm  in  such  a 
ciL'itom  as  this;  but  it  is  wrong  to  enforce  it,  and 
oblige  a  man  to  be  a  tailor  or  a  smith,  because  his 
&ther  has  been  one."  This  custom,  however,  is  not 
peculiar  to  our  Highlands;  it  is  well  known  tliat  in 
India  a  similar  practice  prevails. 

Mr.  M*Aulay  Iiegan  a  rhapsody  against  creeds  and 
confessions.  Dr.  Johnson  showed,  that  "  what  he 
called  imposition,  was  only  a  voluntar)-  declaration  of 
agieetnent  in  certain  articles  of  faith,  which  a  chnrt'h 
has  a  right  to  re<iuire,  just  as  any  other  society  can 
insist  on  certain  rules  being  observed  by  its  members. 
Nobody  is  compelled  to  be  of  the  church,  as  nobaly 
is  compelled  to  enter  into  a  society."  This  was  a  very 
clear  and  just  view  of  the  subject ;  but  M*Aulay 
could  not  be  driven  out  of  his  track.     Dr.  Johnson 
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Tour  to  before  i\s ;  and  he  pointed  out  a  route  for  us  from' 
IinaTiiess,  by  Fori  Aup^ustus,  to  Olenelg,  Sky,  Mull, 
Icolinkill,  liorn,  and  liivt*rary,  iiliich  I  wrote  down. 
Ab  my  father  was  to  bej?in  the  northern  circuit  about 
the  18th  of  September,  it  was  necessary  for  us  either 
to  make  our  tour  with  great  ex[>editiou,  so  as  to  get 
to  Aucbinleok  before  be  set  out,  or  to  protract  it,  no 
as  not  to  be  there  till  his  return,  which  woidd  b^ 
about  the  lOtli  of  October.  liy  M*AuIay'8  calcula- 
tion, we  were  not  to  land  in  Lorn  till  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember. I  thought  that  the  interruptions  by  bad 
days,  or  by  occasional  excuixions,  might  make  it  ten^ 
days  later ;  and  I  thought  too,  that  we  might  perhaps 
go  to  Benbeculn,  anil  visit  C'lanrauald,  which  would 
lake  a  week  of  itself. 

I)r.  Johnson  went  up  with  Mr.  Grant  to  the  li- 
brary,  which  consisted  of  a  tolerable  collection ;  but 
the  Dot-'tor   thought   it  rather  a  ladv's  library,  with 
eoine  Latin  books  in  it  by  chance,  than  the  library  of 
a  clergyman.     It  had  only  two  of  the  Latin  fatherSiS 
and  one  of  the  Greek  fathers  in  I^tin.      I  doubted 
whether  Dr,  .lohnson  would  be  pR'sent  at  a  jjresby- 
terian  prayer.      I  told  Mr.  M^Aulay  so,  and  said  that 
the  Doctor  might  sit  in  the  library  while  we  were  at' 
family  worship.      Mr.   M'Aulay  said,  he  would  omit* 
it.  rather  than  give  Dr.  Johnson  ofl'ence:  hut  I  would 
by  no  means  agree  that  an  excess  of  politeness,  even 
to  so  great  a  man,  shoidd  prevent  what  I  esteem  as 
one  of  the  best  pious  regulations.      I  know  nothing 
more   beneficial,    more  coinfortiible,  more  agreeable, 
than  that  the  little  societies  of  each  family  should  re- 
gularly assemble,  and  unite  in  praise  and  prayer  to' 
our  heavenly  Father,  from  whom  we  daily  receive  so 
much  good,  and  may  hope  for  more  in  a  higher  state 
of  existence.     I  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnson  the  over- 
delicate  scnipuloRity  of  our  host.     He  said,  he  had 
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cipal  RolKTt.son  preach.     "  I  will  hear  him,"  said  he, 

**  if  he  ivill  get  up  into  a  tree  aud  preach  ;  but  I  will 

not  give  a  sanction,  hy  my  presence,  to  a  presbyterian 

assembly." 

Mr.  Grant  having  prayed,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  Ills 
prayer  was  a  very  good  one,  but  objected  to  his  not 
having  introduced  the  Lord's  Prayer'.  lie  told  us, 
that  an  Itahnn  of  some  note  in  London  said  once  to 
him,  *•  We  ha\e  in  our  service  a  prayer  called  the 
Paier  A'oster,  which  is  a  very  fine  composition.  I 
wonder  who  is  tltc  author  of  it."  A  singular  instance 
of  ignorance  in  a  man  of  some  literature  and  general 
inquiry ' 

Sftturtiay,'i^th  Au*(U8t. — Dr  Johnson  had  brought 
a  Sal  lust  with  him  in  his  pocket  from  Edinburgh. 
He  gave  it  last  night  to  Mr.  M'AuI.iy's  son,  a  smart 
young  lad  about  eleven  years  old.  Dr.  Johusou  had 
given  an  account  of  tlie  education  at  Oxford,  In  all 
its  gradations.  The  advantage  of  l)eing  a  servitor  to 
a  youth  of  little  fortune  struck  Mrs.  M'Aulay  much. 
1  observed  it  aloud.  Dr.  Johnson  very  handsomely 
and  kindly  said,  that,  if  they  would  send  their  boy 
to  him,  when  he  was  ready  for  the  uuiversity,  he 
would  get  him  made  a  servitor,  aud  perhaps  would 
do  more  for  him.  He  could  not  promise  to  do  more; 
bat  would  undertake  for  the  servitorship  '. 

I  fthoiild  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  White,  a  Welsh- 
toan,  who  has  been  many  years  factor  (/.  e.  steward) 
on  the  estate  of  Calder,  drank  tea  with  us  last  night, 
and,  upon  getting  a  note  from  Mr.  M'Aulay,  asked 

•  IScK^  on  dib  Mibjcct,  JohiuMtn'*  own  Jonmri/. — Ko.^ 

*Dt.  JohnMHi  did  not  |u  we  ahAlI  tec']  tnHU-ct  wlut  he  had undcrukun.  Br 
fa«  kMcvwi  Willi  the  Rev.  Dr.  /\dain*,  inuu-r  nf  Piritilirulic  Coll^p^  Oxfiinf, 
vbot  he  am*  iducaud  for  •oiiw  lime,  he  obiainc<l  a  wrvJiorship  for  young 
M'Aatiy.  Bui  it  Mcint  he  tud  odiff  ritwuj  tni  1  bcUcve  Wi-ni  sbToad.^ 
tlnmwit.t. 
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Tootto  ns  to  his  limise.  We  had  not  time  to  accept  of  hU] 
iiivitatkin.  Ht*  ^nve  iis  a  letter  of  introduction  t* 
Mr,  Feme,  niaster  of  stores  at  Fort  George.  He 
showed  it  to  me.  It  rcooinniended  *^  two  celebrated 
l^entlemen ;  no  less  than  Dr.  Johnson,  nnihor  of  hit 
Dictiounrij^  and  Mr.  Boswell,  known  at  Edinburgh 
by  the  name  of  Paoli."  He  said,  he  hoped  I  had  no 
objection  to  what  he  had  wTitten ;  if  I  bad*  lie  would 
alter  it.  I  thought  it  wan  a  pitr  to  check  his  effusions, 
and  acquiesced  ;  taking  care,  however,  to  se»l  the 
letter,  that  it  might  not  appear  that  I  had  read  H. 

A  conversation  took  place  about  saying  grace  at 
breakfast  (as  we  do  in  Scotland),  as  well  as  at  dinner 
and  supper;  in  which  Dr.  Johnson  said,  '*It  is 
enough  if  we  liave  stated  seasons  of  prayer;  no 
matter  when.  A  man  may  as  well  pray  when  he 
monnts  Jiis  horse,  or  a  woman  when  she  milks  her 
cow  (which  Mr.  Grant  told  us  is  done  in  the  Higli- 
lands),  as  at  meals;  aud  custom  is  to  be  followed'." 
We  proceeded  to  Fort  George.  \Vhen  we  came 
into  the  square,  I  sent  a  soldier  with  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Feme.  He  came  to  ns  immedincely.  and  along 
with  him  Major  Brewse  of  the  Kngineers,  pronounced 
Bruce.  He  said  he  believed  it  was  originally  the 
same  Norman  name  with  Bruce:  that  he  had  dined 
at  a  house  in  London,  where  were  three  Bruoes.  one 
of  the  Irish  line,  one  of  the  Scottish  lino,  and  himself 
of  the  English  line.  He  said  he  was  shown  it  in  tbe 
Herald's  office,  six."U  fourteen  different  ways  '.  1  told 
him  the  different  spellings  of  my  name.  Dt.  John- 
son observed,  that  there   had  been  great   disputes 

>  He  couM  not  bnr  to  hare  it  ihouj^t  thftl,  in  any  Imuutce  'wh«trTft,*(h)e 
ftcob>  kW  ntoTC  pioui  thui  tliv  Kiieluti.  I  think  gracr  w>  propit  it  limkfdai  u 
Bi  «ny  other  nu-nl.  \i  i<  the  p)M«iintr>t  ttimI  w«  have.  Dr.  JohnMii  hu 
Allowi^d  the  pcculitr  ueril  of  hrMlttut  in  Seotlan^^— Bomw-eli. 

*  {Krutv,  ili«  Ati^iiiian  travdirr,  fomid  in  dir  annal*  of  lti.)l  rrfiinn  ■  kiag 
nunrd  Hrtii,  which  he  chooKP  lo  consilder  the  imuhM  onbognipby  of  ili«  dihin). 
TM«  dtcaRiauoM  (KciRioncd  mmqc  mirth  u  ute  coatt  of  (ion(Ur,..MW-«x*ftB 
Scot  t.] 
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^>OQt  the  spellmg  of  f>httlo{t)eare's  name;  at  last  it  ^"^^ 
Vina  thou^lit  it  would   be  settled  by  looking  at  the 
original  copy  of  liis  wilt ;  but.  upon  exaiuiiiing  Jt» 
he  was  found  to  have  written  it  himself  no  less  than 
thrtx  diflerenl  ways. 

Wr.  Feme  and  Major  lirewse  first  carried  iiR  to 
wait  on  Sir  Kyre  Coote,  whose  reginieut,  the  37th, 
VB£  lying  here,  and  who  then  coniinanded  the  fort. 
He  ask«d  us  to  dine  with  him,  which  we  agreed  to  do. 

Before  dinner  we  examined  the  fort.  The  major 
eKplained  tbe  fortifieation  to  us,  and  Mr.  Feme  gave 
us  an  account  of  tbe  stores.  Dr.  Johusun  tiilked  of 
tbe  proiK>rtions  of  charcoal  and  saltpetre  iu  making 
gunpowder,  of  granulating  it,  and  of  giving  it  a  gloss. 
He  made  a  very  good  figure  u[Hin  the^e  ti>^Hckfi.  He 
sud  to  nie  afterwards,  that  ''  he  had  talked  osten- 
tatiously.'' We  reposed  ourselves  a  little  iu  Mr. 
Ferue'e  house.  He  had  every  thing  in  neat  order 
as  iu  Knglaiul ;  :uHi  a  tolerable  collectiun  of  tiooks. 
I  locdced  into  Pennant's  Tour  in  Scotland.  He  says 
little  of  this  fort;  but  that  "  the  barracks,  &c.  form 
fteveral  Rtreets."  Tliis  la  aggrandising.  Mr.  Feme 
obsened,  if  he  Iiad  said  they  form  a  square,  witli  a 
B>w  -of  buildings  before  it,  he  >Tould  have  giv^i  a 
jHster  description.  Dr.  Johnson  remarked,  '*  how 
•eldoni  descriptions  correspond  with  realities ;  aJi<l 
tbe  reafton  is.  tlie  i>copIe  do  not  write  them  till  some 
lime  after,  and  then  their  imagination  has  added  cir- 
cuuislaiici'S." 

Wv  talked  of  Sir  Adolphus  Oughtou.  The  Major 
aitl,  he  knew  a  great  ^leal  for  a  military  man.  John- 
SOK.  "  6ir,  you  will  £ud  few  men,  of  any  profession, 
who  know  more.  Sir  AdoIj>hus  is  a  very  extraordi- 
ittry  man ;  a  man  of  boundless  curiosity  and  tm- 
weuied  diligence.*' 

I  know  not  how  the  Major  contrived  to  introduce 
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Tour  M  the  contest  between  AVarburtou  and  Lowth.    JoHN-^ 
SON.  "  Warburtcm  kept  his  temper  all  along,  while 
Lowth  was  ill  a  ]>assiuii.      Lowth  publij^hed  some  of; 
Warburton's  letters.     Warburton  drew  him  on  to 
write  some  very  abusive  letter's,  and  then  asked  hU 
leave  to  piiblisli  them ;  which  he  knew  Lowth  could 
not  refuse,  after  what  he  had  ilone.     So  that  War- 
burton  contrived  tlint  be  should  publish*  apparently 
with   Ix)wtli  s   consent,  what   could   not   but  show  fl 
Lowth  in  a  disadvantagt'ous  light  '.** 

At  three  the  drum  beat  for  dinner.  1,  for  a  little 
while,  fancied  myself  a  military  man,  and  it  pleaded 
me.  We  went  to  Sir  Kyre  Coote's,  at  the  governor's 
house,  and  found  him  a  most  gentlemanlike  man. 
His  lady  Is  a  very  agreeable  woman,  with  an  uncom- 
monly mild  and  sweet  tone  of  voice.  There  waa  a' 
pretty  large  company :  Mr.  Feme,  Major  Brewse, 
and  several  officers.  Sir  Eyre  had  come  trom  the 
East  Indies  by  laud,  through  the  deserts  of  Arabia. 
He  told  lis,  the  Arabs  could  live  five  days  without 
victuals,  and  subsist  for  three  weeks  on  nothing  else 
but  the  blood  of  their  camels,  who  could  lose  so  much 
of  it  as  would  suffice  fur  that  time,  withui:t  l>eiiig 
exiumsted.  He  highly  praised  the  virtue  of  the 
Arabs;  their  fidelity,  if  they  undertook  to  conduct 
any  person ;  and  said,  they  would  sacrifice  tlieir  lives 
rather  than  let  him  be  robbed.  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
is  always  for  maintaining  the  8uperiority  of  civilized 
over  uncivilized  men,  said,  "  Why»  sir,  J  can  see  no 
superior  virtue  in  this  A  Serjeant  and  twelve  men, 
who  are  my  guard,  will  die  rather  tlian  that  I  shall 
be  robbed."     Colonel  Pennington,  of  tlie  .S7th  regi- 


•  Here  Dr.  JohaHn  nve  ua  put  of  a  aniTrrudan  twld  bftween  n  OtMt 
PcTMNvga  and  hiio.  in  ihe  library  Kt  the  Qiiimi'i  Palace,  in  iIk  couim  of  which 
thU  contnt  vu  oomidcreil.     1  lu*c  been  ai  gn-al  [>aln»  (i>  grt  ilim  mnrtrMtion 

aa  perdMitljr  pTewnrrnl  aa  poMiblu.     Itmsy  perhaps al  iwnic  ("mure  limcbe  pfiTBi 
ta  iho  pnlilicli — BnHWirii..      (It  itf^vcn  itntr,  p,  ,17. — Vln,] 
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incnt,  took  up  the  nrgument  with  a  good  deal  of  Tour  u 
spirit  and  ingenuity.  Pennington.  **  But  the 
soldiers  are  comijelled  to  this,  by  fear  of  punishinent." 
Johnson.  "Well,  sir,  the  Arabs  are  compelled  by 
the  fear  of  infamy."  Pennington.  "  The  soldiers 
have  the  same  fear  of  infamy,  and  the  fear  of  punish- 
ment besides;  so  have  less  virtue;  l»ecause  they  act 
less  voluntarily."  Lady  Coote  observed  very  well, 
that  it  ought  to  be  known  if  there  \vas  not,  among 
the  Arabs,  some  punishment  for  not  being  faithful 
on  such  occasions. 

We  talked  of  the  stage.  I  observed,  that  we  had 
not  now  such  a  company  of  actors  as  In  the  last  age; 
AVilks,  Booth,  &c.  &c.  .Iohnson.  "  Vou  think  so, 
because  there  is  one  who  excels  all  the  rest  so  much  : 
you  compare  them  with  Garrick,  and  see  the  defi- 
deney.  Garrick's  great  distinction  is  his  universality. 
He  can  represent  all  modes  of  life,  but  that  of  an  easy 
fine-bred  gentleman '."  Pf.NNINOTON.  "  He  should 
give  over  playing  yonng  parts."  Johnson.  "He  does 
not  take  them  now ;  but  he  does  not  leave  ofl'  those 
which  he  has  been  used  to  play.  bL-causc  he  does  them 
better  than  any  one  else  can  do  them.  If  you  had 
generations  of  actors,  if  they  swarmed  like  bees,  the 
young  ones  might  drive  off  the  old.  AJrs.  Gibber,  I 
think,  got  more  reputation  than  she  deserved,  as  she 
hod  a  great  sameness ;  though  her  expression  was, 
undouble<lly,  very  lint!.  Mrs.  Clive  was  the  best 
player  I  ever  saw.  Mrs.  Pritdiard  was  a  very  good 
one;  but  she  had  sumethiug  affected  in  her  manner: 
I  imagine  she  had  some  player  of  the  former  age  in 
her  eye,  which  occasioned  it." 

I  [Oiirirk  uwd  la  trll  ihal  JohnsDD  wiu  M  i!^i>rHn(  nr  whsl  (he  mmnnenofm 
Sat  omiicfnan  were  Uut  he  laid  of  Mtnc  iirotlcr  «t  Lkhltcld,  ihat  thi-re  was  n 
t»mrtiff  ei^tot  Ug  ahaut  hjni ;  "  «lm«ftt  in  r^ct,"  adJcrd  (inrrirk,  "he  «iu  the  ircMt 
iB||CiKr  nifton  iliat  rrar  IrwL  ihc  aciARii!t,"  (fvil.  \I  h  March,  I77'>)-  Nodoubt 
the  -— ■  •■«;-  li,  (hongli  perhaps  not  the  hTxIitnu  bmr.ch  of  rho  acior'n  ■«  u  lo 
LSU .  <ihiun  and  fnrm%  of  fiuihiiinabk-  life  i    hii(  If  I iuirick,  wlio  tWcd 

tiislinit  aocHt?,  h«d  rioi  thin,  (lualiir,  what  actor  could  en-r  hop* 

th?— £n.J  ^^ 
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Colonel  Pemiiugton  saW,  Garrick  somctiraej  fail 
in  entphftsis;  &s  fin*  in»Uiice,  in  Hamlet, 

"  t  win  ipeaJi  itggcri  lo  h«r ;  but  osc  nattty" 

instead  of 

**  1  will  ift»k  ^u^gen  to  her;  but  wjr  none." 

We  hud  a  dinner  of  two  complete  courses,  variety 
of  wines,  and  tlie  regimental  band  of  miuick  playing 
in  the  square,  before  the  windows,  after  it.  I  enjoyed 
tliis  day  much.  We  were  quite  easy  ant!  cheerful. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  ishall  always  remember  thia 
fort  with  gratitude."  I  could  not  help  being  struck 
witli  some  admiration,  at  finUiug  upon  this  barreu 
sandy  point  such  buildings,  kucIi  a  diimor,  such 
company :  it  was  like  enchantment.  Dr.  Johnson^ 
un  the  otlier  hand,  said  to  me  more  rationally, 
that  "  it  did  not  strike  him  as  any  thing  extraordi- 
nary; because  he  knew,  here  was  a  large  sum  of 
money  expended  in  building  a  fort ;  here  waa  a  regi- 
nient.  If  there  had  been  less  than  what  we  fuund^. 
it  would  have  surprised  him."  He  looked  coolly 
and  deliberately  through  all  the  gradations :  mg 
wami  imagination  jum|H>d  from  the  barren  sands  to 
the  splendid  dinner  and  brilliant  company,  to  borrow 
the  expression  of  an  absurd  poet, 

"  IViiliintt  iinds  €ir  ift, 
I  k^i  inm  otTtbc  hikU  upon  ihc  cUfilh" 

The  whole  scene  gave  me  a  strong  impression  of  the 
|>ower  and  excellence  of  human  art. 

We  left  the  fort  between  six  and  seven  oVlock  :  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  Colonel  Penninglon,  and  several  more, 
accompanied  us  down  stairs,  and  saw  us  into  our 
chaise.  There  could  not  be  greater  attention  paid 
to  any  visitors.  Sir  Eyre  spoke  of  the  bards|]jp». 
which  Dr.  Johnson  had  I>efore  him.  I^oswell, 
"Considering  what  he  has  said  of  us,  we  must  make 
him  feel  something  rough  in  Scotland."     8ir  Eyre 


J 
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stid  to  him,  *'  You  must  thaiige  your  name,  sir,"  Tourw 
BosivELL.  "  Ay,  to  Dr.  ftKUregor." 

We  got  safely  to  Invcruess,  and  put  up  at  Mac* 
keii2ie'8  inn.  Mr.  Kfitb^  the  collector  of  excise 
here,  my  old  accjuaiutauce  at  Ayr,  who  had  seen  us 
at  ttie  fort,  visited  us  in  the  evening,  and  engaged 
US  to  dine  with  him  next  day,  promising  to  breakfast 
with  us,  and  take  us  to  the  English  chapel ;  so  that 
we  were  at  once  commodiously  arranged. 

Not  finding  a  letter  here  that  I  expected,  I  felt  a 
momentary  inij)alieuce  to  he  at  home.  Transient 
doudb  darkened  my  imagination,  and  in  those  clouds 
1  saw  events  from  which  I  shrunk;  hut  a  senti-nce 
or  two  of  the  Kanibler's  conversation  gave  me  firm- 
ueM,  and  I  considered  that  I  was  up<^>n  an  expedition 
for  which  1  had  wished  for  years,  and  the  recollection 
of  which  would  he  a  treasure  to  me  for  life. 

Sa/u/ftff,  29//'  ^u^Hxt. — Mr.  Keith  breakfasted 
with  us.  Dr.  Johnson  expatiated  rather  too  strongly 
upon  the  benefits  derived  to  Scotland  from  the  Union, 
and  the  had  state  of  our  jjeople  before  it.  I  am  en- 
tertained with  his  copious  exaggeration  upon  thuX 
subject ;  but  I  am  uneasy  w hen  people  are  by,  who 
do  not  know  him  as  well  as  1  do,  and  may  be  apt  tu 
think  him  narrow-minded'.  I  therefore  diverted 
the  subject. 

The  English  chapel,  to  which  we  went  this  morn- 
ing, was  but  mean.  The  altar  was  a  bare  fir  table, 
with  a  coarse  stool  for  kneeling  on,  covered  with  a 
piece  of  thick  (oiihloth  doubled,  by  way  of  cushion. 
The  congregation  was  small.  Mr.  Tait,  the  clergy^ 
mAn,  read  prayers  very  well,  though  with  much  of 

ia  ninukJbls  thu  Dr-  Johnson  Rsd  thi*  g-ntle  TCTnonitrmnce.  and  took 
raotuv  of  it  U)  mc— ^n^v^F.l.l~  |I>r  .f  IinKunV  linvirit  read  thii  Journil 
0Ta  it  »irc*t  «nd  Ttrry  peoili*t  in(cTtn;  wmI  weimi«  noi  wiihliolit  from  Mr. 
Tloiw^  Itw  merit  of  (trail  canttout  mkI  couik^i}  in  «rriHn|;  m>  freely  ftboui  Itii 
pmHiiieaA.     Vet  it  is  m  br  mio^hvu^  ilmi  \\»A  J(4in«<<n  not  u-n  it,  Uie  ioniml 
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Toot  w  the  Scotch  accent.  He  preached  on  "  Love  yonr 
enemies.*'  It  Mas  reiimrkable  that,  wlieii  talking  of 
the  connexions  amongst  men,  he  said,  that  some  con- 
nected themselves  with  men  of  distinguished  talents, 
and  since  they  could  not  equal  them,  tried  to  deck 
tlicmsclves  with  their  merit,  by  bein^  their  comiia- 
nions.  The  sentence  was  to  tliis  purpose.  It  }vdi\ 
an  odd  coincidence  with  what  might  be  said  of  my 
connecting  myself  with  Dr.  Johnson. 

After  cliureh,  we  walked  down  to  the  quay.  We 
then  went  to  Macbeth's  castle.  I  had  a  romantick 
satisfaction  in  seeing  Dr.  Johnson  actually  in  it.  It 
perfectly  corresponds  with  Shakspeare's  description, 
which  Sir  Jo&hua  Heynuhl^  has  so  happily  illus- 
trated, in  one  of  his  notes  on  our  immortal  poet: 

'^  Thla  nadu  hath  •  pleuant  M*t:  the  lit 
Nimbly  um)  sw«ctly  Rratiunendi  tlwlf 
L'nio  our  grnilc  •emx,"  &C 

Just  as  wc  came  out  of  it,  a  raven  perched  on  one  of 
the  chinniey-tops,  and  croaked.     Then  I  repeated 


■  Tlvc  r»Tfti  hinwelf  i*  ho«r«. 


That  croak*  (lit  btal  eniram-e  ot  Duncan 
Under  my  bnl-JnncDt*." 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Keith's.  Mrs.  Keith  was  rather 
loo  attenlive  to  Dr.  Johnson,  askirig  him  many 
questions  a})ont  liis  drinking  only  water.  He  re- 
pressed that  observation,  by  saying  to  me,  "  Vou 
may  remember  that  Lady  Errol  took  no  notice  of  I 
this '." 

Dr.  Johnson  has  the  liapi)y  art  (for  which  I  have 
heard  my  fatlier  praise  the  old  Earl  of  Aberdeen*)  of 
instructing  himself,  by  making  every  man  he  meets 
tell  him  something  of  what  he  knows  best.     He  led 

■  [fifth*  two,  howrm,  muoat  Di.JaliiuDn'aobflrTTatNa  Iho  \eiM  wclUbtvd? 
—  KdJ 

'  [  WiUiaai  ffordnn,  ucotti  Earl  of  Abcrdvm,  who  didl  in  I74fi- — Ed.  ) 
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Keith  to  talk  to  Iiim  of  the  excise  in  Scotland,  aniJ,  Tourw 

t  »  .  -Ill-     Hcbrid. 

m  the  course  of  conversation,  mentiont-d  that  his 
friend  Mr.  Thrale,  the  great  brewer,  paid  twenty 
thoDCunl  pounds  a  year  to  the  revenue ;  and  that  he 
bad  four  caskfi,  each  of  which  holds  sixteen  liundred 
barrels,  above  a  thousand  hogsheads. 

After  this  there  was  little  conversation  that  deserves 
to  be  remembered.  I  shall,  Ihcrefore,  here  again 
glean  what  I  have  omitted  on  former  dayn.  Dr. 
(Jerrard,  at  Aberdeen,  told  us,  that  when  he  was  in 
Wales,  he  w;is  shown  a  valley  inhabited  by  Danes, 
who  still  retain  their  own  langna^,  and  are  quite 
a  distinct  [wople.  Dr.  Johnson  thought  it  could 
not  be  true,  or  all  the  kingdom  must  have  heard 
of  it.  He  said  to  me,  as  we  travelled,  "  these 
people,  sir,  that  (Jerrard  talks  of,  may  have  some- 
what oi'  Si  perefp'inity  in  their  dialect,  which  relation 
baa  augmented  to  a  different  language."  I  asked 
him  \ij)eri'grinily  was  an  English  word.  He  laughed, 
and  said,  *'  No."  I  told  him  this  was  the  second  time 
that  I  had  heard  him  coin  a  word.  When  Foote 
broke  his  leg.  I  observed  that  it  would  make  him 
fitter  for  taking  off  George  Faulkner  as  Peter  Para- 
graph, jHwrlieorge  having  a  wooden  leg.  Dr.  John- 
K)u  at  that  time  said,  "  George  will  rejoice  at  the 
d^^diiotion  of  Foote ;"  and  when  I  chaUi'nge<l  that 
word,  laughed,  and  owned  be  had  made  it,  and  added 
that  he  had  not  made  above  three  or  four  in  his  Dic- 
tionary''. 

Having  Conducted  Dr.  Johnson  to  our  inn,  I  begged 
pennission  to  leave  him  for  a  little,  that  I  might  rua 


•  Mltcn  tifNW  the  lubjcet  of  ihh  perfi^it»it;i.  he  lotd  me  tame  partJculBra 
cami'nit)^  the  CDiupilaliiJii  at  hisL  DictitHiary,  und  cvmcvniin^  tiu  thrO«'iii)t  off 
Lot4  (jtuBicrtirld '•  patni«g«,  of  which  lary  crroneoui  arcntinu  hivr  licen  cir. 
mliwJ  Tbo«  pwdculon,  wiih  othcra  which  he  iA«rmnl«  gave  mc,  u  obo 
bfe  cdrbniHl  IcUn-  \a  I^ml  rhcxiRTtield.  which  hr  riiriMod  (a  iiie,  I  nmitrc  Cor 
Ira  '•  Li*."— BoBWBLL.     (8«!  antf,  toI.  i.  p.  24».— Eu.J 
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To«t  10  about  and  paj'  swne  short  visits  to  eevera?  good  penpl 
of  Invernewi.  He  said  to  iih?,  "  You  have  all  the 
old-fashioned  priiiiipled,  good  and  bad."  I  aeknow< 
ledge  1  have.  That  of  att^iitiou  to  relations  ia  the 
remotest  degree,  or  to  worthy  persons  iu  every  state, 
whom  1  imve  once  known,  I  inherit  from  iny  father. 
It  gave  nie  mucli  satisfaction  to  hear  e\er)'  body  at 
Inverness  speak  of  him  with  UDCoiomon  regard.  Mr. 
Keith  and  Mr.  Grant,  whom  we  bad  seen  at  Mr. 
M'Aulays,  supped  with  lus  at  the  inn.  We  had 
roasted  kid,  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  never  tasted 
before.     He  relisheil  it  nmcb. 

MotHitnj,  tiQfh  Aufxttst, — Tliis  day  we  were  to 
begin  our  equUation,  as  1  said ;  for  /  woidd  needs 
inal<e  a  word  too.  It  is  remarkable,  that  ray  uoble, 
and  to  me  most  constant  friend,  the  Karl  of  Pembroke 
(who,  if  there  is  too  much  ease  on  my  part,  will 
please  to  pardon  what  liis  benevolent,  gay,  social 
intcrcoiu-se,  and  lively  correspondence  have  insensibly 
produced),  has  since  hit  upon  the  very  same  word. 
The  title  of  the  first  edition  of  liis  lordship's  very 
useful  book  was,  iu  simple  terms,  "  A  Method  of 
Breaking  Horses  and  Teaching  Soldiers  to  ride.'* 
The  title  of  the  second  editioa  ia  "  Militarj'  Equi- 
tation." 

We  might  have  taken  a  chaise  to  Fort  Augustus, 
but,  bad  we  not  hired  horses  at  Inverness,  we  should 
not  have  foumi  them  aifterwards :  so  we  resolved  to 
begin  here  to  ride.  Wv  had  three  horses,  for  Dr. 
Johnson,  myself,  and  Joseph,  and  one  which  carried 
our  portmanteaus,  and  two  Highlanders  who  walked 
along  with  us,  John  Hay  and  Laucliland  Vass,  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  has  renienibered  with  credit  in  his  Jour- 
ney, though  he  has  omitted  their  names.  Dr.  John- 
son rode  very  well. 

About  three  miles  beyond  Inverness,  we  saw,  just 
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by  the  roftd,  a  rery  com|rfete  specimen  of  what  is  ''"^j^J" 
called  a  Druid's  temple.  There  wag  a  double  circle, 
one  of  very  large,  the  other  of  smaller  stones.  Dr. 
Johnson  justly  obeerved,  that,  "  to  go  and  see  one 
dniidioal  temple  is  only  to  see  that  it  is  nothing,  for 
there  is  neither  art  nor  power  In  it  ^ ;  and  seeing  one 
is  quite  enough." 

It  was  a  delightfnt  day.  Lochnese,  and  the  road 
upon  the  side  of  it,  shade<l  with  birch  trees,  and  the 
hilis  above  it,  pleased  us  much.  The  scene  was  as 
sequestered  and  agreeably  wild  as  could  be  desired, 
and  for  a  time  engroKsed  all  our  attention. 

To  see  Dr.  Johnson  in  any  new  situation  is  alwair-s 
sn  interesting  object  to  me;  and,  ns  I  gaw  him  now 
for  tht;  first  time  on  horseback,  jaunting  about  at  his 
ea«*  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  novelty,  the  wry  dif- 
ferent occupations  of  his  former  laborious  life,  his  ad- 
mirable productions,  his  "  London,"  his  "  Rambler," 
&c.  &c.  immediately  presented  themselves  to  my 
mind,  and  the  contrast  made  a  strong  impression  on 
my  imagination. 

^V'hen  we  had  advanced  a  good  way  by  the  side  of 
I/ochnes^.  I  perceived  a  little  hut,  with  an  old-loolc- 
ing  woman  at  the  door  of  it.  I  tliought  here  might 
be  a  6cene  that  would  amuse  Dr.  Johnson  ;  80  I  men- 
tioned it  to  him.  *'  Let's  go  in,"  said  he.  We  dis- 
r mounted,  and  we  and  our  guides  entered  the  hut. 
It  was  a  wretched  little  hovel  of  earth  only,  I  think, 
fad  for  a  window  had  only  a  small  hole,  which  was 
Ropped  with  a  piece  of  turf,  that  was  t^tken  out  oc- 
casionally to  let  in  light.  In  the  middle  of  the  room 
or  space  which  we  entered  was  n  fire  of  peat,  the 
Mnoke  going  out  at  a  hole  in  the  roof.  She  had  a 
pot  upon  it,  with  goat's  flesh,  boiling.     There  was 

■  [Tlw  >omtB  liastilv  miA ;  then  munt  surely  luve  been  «ORic  mit  at*!  raM 
pvm^  W  eicti  Sionshvrgc — Ed.  I 
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Tour  w  at  one  end  under  the  same  roof,  but  divided  by  fl 
kind  of  partition  made  of  wattles,  a  pen  or  fold  ia 
ivliich  we  saw  u  gooi)  many  kids. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  curious  to  know  where  she  slept 
I  asked  one  of  the  guidett^  wlio  questioned  her  in 
Erse.  Slie  answered  with  a  tone  of  emotiun,  saying 
(as  he  told  us),  she  was  afraiil  we  wanted  to  go  to 
bed  to  her.  This  coquetry,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called,  of  so  WTetched  a  being,  was  truly  ludicroua. 
Ur.  Johnson  and  I  afterwards  were  merry  upon  it. 
1  said,  it  was  he  who  alarmed  the  poor  woman's 
virtue.  **  No,  sir  (said  he),  she*ll  say,  *  There  came 
a  wickwl  young  fellow,  a  wild  dog,  who  I  Iwlieve 
would  have  ravished  nie,  had  there  not  been  ^vith 
liiin  a  grave  old  gentleman,  who  repressed  him :  but 
when  he  gets  out  of  the  sight  of  his  tutor,  I  'II  war- 
rant you  he'll  spare  no  wunian  he  meets,  younger 
old.' "  *'  No,  sir  (I  replied),  she  'II  say,  *  There  was 
B  terrible  ruffian  who  woiild  have  forced  me,  had  it 
not  lieen  for  a  ei^il  decent  young  man,  who,  I  take 
it.  was  an  angel  sent  from  lieaven  to  protect  nie/  " 

Dr.  Johnson  would  not  hurt  her  delicacy,  by  in- 
sisting on  *'  setMng  her  bed-chamber,"  like  Archer  in 
the  Heaux  Stratagem.      Hut  my  curiosity  was  more 
ardent ;   1  lighted  a  i)iece  of  paixr,  and  went  into  the 
place  where  the  bed  was.     There  was  a  little  par- 
tition of  wicker,  rather  more  neatly  done  than  that 
for  the  fold,  aud  dose  by  the  wall  was  a  kind  of  bed- 
stead of  woffll,  with  heath  U[)oii  it  by  way  of  bed  ;  at 
the  foot  of  which    i  saw  some  sort  of  blankets  or 
covering  rolled  up  in  a  heap.     The  woman's  name 
was  Fraser ;  so  was  her  husband's.     Fie  was  a  man 
of  eighty.     Mr.  Fraser,  of  Balnain,  allows  hini  to 
ive  in  this  hut,  ami  keep  sixty  goats,  for  taking  care 
of  bis  woods,  where  he  then  was.     They  had  five 
children,  the  eldest  only  thirteen.     Two  we.*e  gone 
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to  buy  meal ;  the  rest  were  looking  after  Toui 


to  Inverness 

the  goats.  This  contented  family  had  four  stacks  ot 
barley,  twenty-four  sheaves  in  eaeii.  They  hud  a 
few  fowls.  We  were  informed  that  they  lived  all  the 
spring  witliout  meal,  upon  milk  aud  curds  and  whey 
alune.  What  they  get  for  their  goats,  kids,  and 
fowls*  maintains  tliem  during  the  re^t  of  (he  year. 
She  asked  us  to  sit  down  and  take  a  dram.  1  saw 
chair.  She  said  she  was  as  happy  as  any  wo- 
rn in  Scotland.  She  could  hardly  speak  any  1*^n- 
glisb  except  a  few  detached  words.  Or.  Johnson 
was  pleased  at  seeing,  for  the  first  time,  such  a  state 
of  hniaan  life.  She  asked  for  snuff.  It  is  her  luxury, 
and  she  uses  n  great  deal.  ^V'e  had  none  ;  but  gave 
her  si.\pence  apiece.  She  then  brought  out  her 
fvhi)^ky  bottle.  I  tasted  it ;  as  did  Joseph  and  our 
guides:  so  I  ga^e  her  sixpence  more.  She  sent  us 
away  with  many  prayers  iu  Erse. 

We  dined  at  a  publick-honse  called  the  General's 
fTir/',  from  General  Wade,  who  was  lodged  there 
when  he  commanded  in  the  north.  Near  it  is  the 
meanest  parish  kirk  I  ever  saw.  It  is  a  shame  it 
should  be  on  n  liigh  road'.  After  dinner  we  passed 
thrmigh  a  good  deal  of  mountainous  country.  1  had 
known  Jlr.  Trapaud,  the  deputy-goveruour  of  Fort 
Augustus,  twelve  years  ago,  at  a  circuit  at  Inverness, 
where  niy  father  was  judge.  [  sent  forward  one  of 
our  guides,  and  Joseph,  with  a  card  to  him,  that  he 
might  know  Ur.  Jolnison  and  I  were  coming  u]>, 
leaving  it  to  him  to  invite  us  or  not.  It  was  dark 
when  we  arriveil.  The  inn  was  wretched.  Govem- 
meut  ought  to  build  one,  or  give  the  resident  go- 

•  [It  b  vtry  oii  Uai  when  rlww  road*  wen:  made  llicrc  w»  no  cam-  wk^n  for 
/mw.  I'he  Ki*ip'»  fti'Hft  and  the  Gewrori  t/ul  arc  miacnble  places ;  but 
tbe  prr-jtct  and  pUat  were  purtly  DiUitarj- WALxrn  ScoTT.j 

« [Mr.  nofcweir*  ajuttnc  nemt.  to  have  berii  not  ih.it  the  kirit  ahouM  hare 
been  ID  Dieut,  but  (hat  ll  tliould  h4rc  beep  unrnrtunatcly  plac<tl  In  m  vUibte 
aaluuion.— En.) 
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Txmri*  TcrnmiT  an  additional  salary ;  a»  in  tbe  present  staJe 
■  *  '  of  tJiirip;s.  he  must  necessarily  be  put  to  a  great  ex- 
pense ill  entertaining  trarelicrs.  Joseph  auuouneed 
to  U8,  when  -vre  alighted,  tiiat  the  governuur  waited 
for  us  at  the  gate  of  the  fort.  We  walked  to  it.  He 
tnet  UK.  &nd  with  much  civility  conducted  us  to  his 
house.  It  was  comfortable  to  find  ourselves  in  a  welJ- 
boilt  little  square,  and  a  neatly  furnished  house,  ia 
good  company,  and  with  a  good  &up[>er  before  us ;  in 
short,  vt'ith  all  tlie  convcniL-ncies  of  civilized  life  in 
the  midst  uf  rude  inouiilains.  Mrs.  'JVapaud,  and 
the  govemour's  daughter,  and  her  husband.  Captain 
A^ewmarsh,  were  all  most  obliging  and  polite.  The 
govemour  had  excellent  animal  spirits,  the  couver&a-  ^ 
tiou  of  a  soldier,  and  somewhat  of  a  Frenchman,  to  | 
which  his  extraction  entitles  him.  He  is  brother  to 
General  Cyrus  Trapaud.  We  passed  n  very  agree-  ^ 
able  evening.  V 

Tiu'sduijt  $\jtlAugiiiii. — The  govemour  has  a  very 
good  garden.  We  looked  at  it,  and  at  the  rest  uf 
the  fort,  which  is  but  Kmall,  and  may  be  commajided 
from  a  variety  of  hills  around.  ^\'c  also  looked  at 
the  galley  or  sloop  belonging  to  the  iovi,  which  BaUa  H 
upon  the  Loch,  and  briug8  u-hat  is  wanted  for  the 
garrison.  Captains  Urie  and  Darip|te,  of  tlu?  15th 
regiment  of  foot,  breakfasted  with  us.  They  had 
Berveil  in  America,  and  entertained  Ur.  Johnson  much 
with  aai  account  of  the  Jiidians.  He  said  he  could 
jnake  a  very  pretty  book  out  of  them,  were  he  to  stay 
Ihere.  Groveniour  Trapaud  was  much  struck  with 
Dr.  Johnson.  "  J  like  to  hear  him  (said  he)  it  is  so 
majestick.  I  sliould  be  glad  to  hear  hini  .<tpeak  in 
your  court."  He  pressed  us  to  stay  dinner ;  but  I 
considered  that  we  had  a  rude  road  before  us,  which 
we  could  more  easily  encounter  in  the  morning,  and 
that  it  was  hard  to  say  when  we  might  get  up,  were 
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sit  dcnm  to  good  entertainment,  in  good  eoui-  Tow  w 
pmiy :  1  therefore  beg^ud  the  governour  would  ex- 
cuse us.  Here,  too,  J  had  another  very  pltasing 
proof  how  much  my  fcither  is  regarded.  The  go- 
Temnur  expressetl  the  liigbost  respect  for  hiiii,  and 
bade  me  tell  hiin  Uiat,  if  he  wouhl  t-ome  that  wny  on 
the  northern  cirruit,  he  would  do  liim  oU  the  ho- 
nours of  the  garrison. 

Between  twelve  and  one  we  set  out,  and  travelled 
ele^'en  miles,  through  a  wild  country,  till  we  came  to 
a  houfie  in  Oleninorison,  called  Anoch,  kept  by  a 
M*Queen  '.  Our  landlord  was  a  sensible  fellow  :  he 
had  learnt  his  grammar,  and  Dr.  Johnson  justly  ob- 
served tliat  "  a  man  is  the  belter  for  that  as  long  as 
he  lives.**  There  were  some  lyiiolvs  here  :  a  Treatise 
against  Urunkemiess,  translated  from  the  Freuch ;  a 
volume  of  the  Spectator;  a  volume  of  Prideaux's 
O>nnexion,  and  C\tus*s  Travels.  M*Queen  saiil  he 
had  more  volumes ;  and  his  pride  seemed  to  be  much 
piqued  that  we  were  surprised  at  his  having  books. 

Near  to  this  place  we  had  iiassad  a  party  of  sol- 
diers, under  a  serjeaut's  command,  at  work  upon  the 
Tood.  We  gave  them  two  shillings  to  drink.  They 
came  to  our  inn,  and  made  merry  in  the  bam.     We 

mt  and  paid  them    a  visit,  Dr.  Jolinson  saying. 

Come,  let's  go  and  give  'em  another  shilliug 
apiece."  AV*e  did  «o;  and  he  was  saluted  **  My 
lonl"  by  all  of  them.  He  is  really  generous,  loves 
iuflueiicc,  and  has  the  way  of  gaining  it  lie  said, 
"  I  am  quite  feudal,  sir."  Here  I  agree  with  him. 
I  said,  I   regretted  I  was  not  the  head  of  a  clan : 


*  J  iVQunen  n  a  tliKtihu-.d  hkkIs  tiT  »|itja«imi.     An  Bn|ili>hiiun  "would 

)My  <mr  MH^OMO.     Rm  wlicte  tlKre  uv  cl*:»  nr  uibu  «f  itwn,  diuin^iuabtid 

\n  ptlrooyraick  Mtmanies,  theUitlividiiali  of  each  w  cotwidcrwl  u  if  iIh^  wc-trt 

llTlimrwi  vedn,  bi  lr«st  as  nivch  ws  amtim*  an  diattaguisbnl ;  to  thit  « 

M  -QitCED.  ■  Sl-DotiAltt,  a  M'Lewi,  U  *ai<i,  «•  w^  my  n  FicnclHiian,  an  tulkn. 
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however,  though  not  possessed  of  such  an  hereditary 
advantage,  I  would  always  endeavour  to  make  my 
tenants  follow  me.  I  could  not  be  a  patriarchal 
chief,  but  1  would  be  a  feudal  chief. 

The  poor  soldiers  got  too  much  liquor.  Some  of 
them  fought,  and  left  blood  upon  the  spot,  and  cursed 
whisky  next  morning.  The  house  here  waa  built  of 
thick  turfs,  and  thatched  with  thinner  turfs  and 
heath.  It  had  three  rooms  In  length,  and  a  little 
room  which  projected.  M'here  we  sat,  the  side-walls 
were  wainscoted,  as  Dr.  Johnson  said,  with  wicker, 
very  neatly  plaited.  Our  landlord  had  made  the 
whole  with  his  own  hands. 

After  dinner,  M'Qucen  sat  by  us  a  while,  and 
talked  with  us.  He  said,  all  the  Laird  of  Glen- 
morison's  people  would  bleed  for  him,  if  they  were 
well  used ;  but  that  seventy  men  had  gone  out  of  the 
Glen  to  America.  That  he  himself  intended  to  go 
next  year;  for  tliat  the  rent  of  his  farm,  which, 
twenty  years  ago,  was  only  five  pounds,  was  now  raised 
to  twenty  potmds.  That  he  could  pay  ten  [wunds, 
and  live,  but  no  more.  Dr.  Jolinson  said,  he  wished 
AI*Queen  laird  of  Glenmorison,  and  the  laird  to  go  to 
America,  M'Queen  very  generously  answered,  lie 
should  be  sorry  for  it,  for  the  laird  could  not  shift  for 
himself  m  America  as  he  could  do. 

I  talked  of  the  officers  whom  we  had  left  to-day  ; 
how  much  service  they  had  seen,  and  bow  little  they 
got  for  it,  even  of  fame.  Johnson.  "Sir,  a  soldier 
gets  a.s  little  as  any  man  can  get.''  BoswKl.l.. 
'*  Goldsmith  has  acquired  more  fame  than  all  the 
officers  last  war,  who  were  not  generals."  Johnson. 
"WTiy,  sir,  you  will  find  ten  thousand  fit  to  do  what 
they  did,  before  you  find  one  who  does  what  Gold- 
smith has  done.  Von  must  consider,  that  a  thing  is 
valued  according  to  its  rarity.     A  pebble  that  paves 
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the  street  is  in  itself  more  useful  than  the  diamond  Tourm 
upon  a  lady*s  finj^r."     I  ^rish  our  friend  Goldsmith 
bad  heani  this. 

1  yesterday  expressed  my  wonder  that  John  Hay, 
one  of  our  guides,  who  had  heen  presse<l  aboard  a 
man  of  war,  did  not  choose  to  continue  in  it  longer 
than  nine  months,  after  which  time  he  got  oflT. 
Johnson.  "  ^^^ly,  sir,  no  man  will  be  a  sailor,  who 
has  contrix'ance  enough  to  get  himself  into  a  jail ; 
for,  being  in  a  ship  is  being  in  a  jail,  with  the  chance 
of  being  drowTicd/' 

We  bad  tea  in  the  afternoon,  and  our  landlord's 
daughter.aniodest  civil  girl,  very  neatly  dressed,  made 
it  for  us.  She  told  us,  she  had  been  a  year  at  In- 
verness, and  learnt  reading  and  writing,  sewing, 
knotting,  working  lace,  and  pastr)-.  Dr.  Johnson 
made  her  a  present  of  a  book  which  he  had  boiight 
at  Inverness'. 

The  room  had  some  deals  laid  across  the  joists,  as 
l^nd  of  ceiling.  There  were  two  lieds  in  the  room, 
and  a  Ionian's  gown  was  hung  on  a  rope  to  make  a 
nirtain  of  separation  between  tlieni.  Joseph  had 
fiheets,  which  my  wife  had  sent  with  us,  laid  on  them. 
We  had  much  hesitation,  whether  to  undress,  or  lie 
down  Tvith  our  clothes  on.      I  8aid  at  last,  "  I  Ml 
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t  Thh  book  lut  Kivcn  rite  (o  much  inquiTy,  which  haa  ended  in  ludtcroaii 
Miprac  Several  UditM,  wiahiDff  to  ItAm  the  \dai  of  rcadirtK  whkh  the  cml 
■idpmd  I>r.  Jnlinaon  rsirrmrti  nitMt  fit  for  a  yaung  vnniBn,  tlnir.fd  lo  know 
vh*t  book  he  had  kckcinl  for  thi»  Hi^tnd  nymph.  "  They  ne\cT  adveital." 
Mid  he.  "  (lui  I  )iail  tu>  dioife  in  the  matter.  I  hare  Mid  that  I  {iictniird  her 
«itb  »  book,  which  1  hsppmed  tohxnc  nhaut  me."  And  ohst  wu  iJiiji  bock  ? 
Mr (tadert.  prepare  four  tnturcafuTmariment.  Ii  wuCocki^'ft  Aiitlmwiick  t 
HTneera  iniji  km  numtkncd,  there  mm  ft  loud  Uugh,  M  which  Dr.  Johrwin, 
*hea  imctit,  uKd  Kxnctinicb  to  he  ■  liiilc  an^-.  1>nc  day,  wbco  we  wen 
diidbfi  at  OeoenJ  Oglethorpf's,  whtrt  we  had  raitny  &  viluable  day.  T  reo'tired 
to  nlvfoitalc  him,  '^But,  m,  '»  it  not  iionicwbjkl  tingulw  l)ui  you  ■hould 
hippaa  to  have  Cocker**  Arlihmelit'k  abotii  yuu  on  your  journey  ?  Wh«t  tiuule 
fot  bay  Ajd)  t  book  at  InverncM?**  Uc  ptrc  mo  a  very  rafBdnt  ftiwwer. 
*■  H'by,  «r,  if  ymi  an  to  hn*e  but  one  book  wiih  you  ii;m>]i  ■  jounii-y,  let  ii  he 
t  book  oTKknoe.  When  yoa  havemd  throv^  ■  book  of  cocenainmcnUToti 
know  iifBod  it  ran  do  no  more  fiDtywit  but  ft  raok  of  Hcieoc«  is  iiwuhausUble.*^ 
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Toot  to  plunge  in !  There  will  be  less  harbour  for  vermin 
about  me  when  I  am  stripped."  Br.  Johnson  said, 
he  was  like  one  hesitating  whether  to  go  into  the 
cold  bath.  At  last  he  resolved  too.  I  observed  he 
might  serve  a  campaign.  Johnson.  "I  could  do 
all  that  can  be  done  by  patience :  whether  I  should 
have  strength  enough,  I  know  not."  He  was  in  ex- 
cellent humour.  To  see  the  Rambler  bs  I  saw  him 
to-night,  was  really  an  amusement.  I  yesterday  told 
him,  I  was  thinking  of  writing  a  poetical  letter  to 
him,  on  his  return  from  Scotland,  in  the  style  of 
Swift's  humorous  epistle  in  the  character  of  Mary 
Gulliver  to  her  husband,  Captain  Lemuel  Gulliver, 
on  his  return  to  England  from  the  country  of  the 
Houyhnhums : 

"  At  early  mom  I  to  the  market  hute, 
Studious  in  ev'ry  thing  to  pleue  thy  taste. 
A  cuiiouB/on/  and  iparagrait  I  chose ; 
(For  I  remember  you  were  fond  of  those :) 
Three  shiUings'coat  the  first,  the  last  seven  groats ; 
Sullen  you  turn  from  both,  and  call  for  oats." 

He  laughed,  and  asked  in  whose  name  I  would  write 
it.  I  said,  in  Mrs.  Thrale's.  He  was  angry.  "  Sir, 
if  you  have  any  sense  of  decency  or  delicacy,  you 
won't  do  that."  Boswell.  "Then  let  it  be  in 
Cole's,  the  landlord  of  the  Mitre  tavern,  where  we 
have  so  often  sat  together."  Johnson.  "  Ay,  that 
may  do." 

After  we  had  offered  up  our  private  devotions, 
and  had  chatted  a  little  from  our  beds,  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  "  God  bless  us  both,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake ! 
Good  night."  I  pronounced  "  Amen."  He  fell 
asleep  immediately.  I  was  not  so  fortunate  for  a  long 
time.  I  fancied  myself  bit  by  innimlerable  vermin 
under  the  clothes ;  and  that  a  spider  was  travelling 
from  the  wainscot  towards  my  mouth.  At  last  I  fell 
into  insensibility. 
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Wfduesdaij^  Ja/  Siyt/i'/nffer. — I  awaked  very  early.  Tm.Tio 
I  b^an  to  iran^ne  that  tlie  landlord,  being  about  to 
emigrate,  might  murder  us  to  get  our  money,  and 
\ty  it  upon  the  soldiers  in  tlie  Ixtrn.  Sueh  ground- 
let*  fears  will  arise  in  the  mind,  before  it  has  re- 
mnied  its  vigour  after  sleep.  Dr.  Johnson  had  had 
the  same  kind  of  ideas;  for  he  told  nie  afterwards, 
that  he  consideretl  so  many  soldiers,  having  seen  us. 
would  be  witnesses,  should  any  harm  be  done,  and 
that  circumstance,  I  snpjxise,  lie  eoiisi<lered  as  a  se- 
curity. ^^*lleD  I  got  up,  1  found  him  sound  asleep 
in  his  miserable  sty,  as  I  may  eall  it,  with  a  coloured 
handkerchief  tied  round  his  head.  With  difficulty 
could  I  awaken  him.  It  reminded  me  of  Heiir}'  the 
Fourth's  fine  soliloquy  '  on  sleep,  for  there  was  here 
OS  uneasy  a  pallet  as  the  poet's  imagination  could 
possibly  conceive. 

A  red  coat  of  the  1.5th  regiment,  whether  officer, 
or  only  serjeant,  1  could  not  be  sure,  came  to  the 
houiie,  in  his  way  to  the  mountains  to  slioot  deer, 
which  it  seems  the  Laird  of  Glenmorison  does  not 
hinder  any  one  to  do.  Few,  indeed,  can  do  them 
harm.  We  had  liim  to  breakfast  with  us.  We  got 
away  about  eight.  M'Queen  walked  some  miles  to 
give  us  a  convoy.  He  had^  in  1745,  joined  the 
fligliland  army  at  Fort  Augustus,  and  continued  in 
it  till  after  the  battle  of  CuUodcn.  As  he  narrated 
the  particulars  of  that  ill-advised,  but  brave  attempt, 
I  could  not  refrain  from  tears.  There  is  a  certain 
association  of  ideas  in  my  mind  upon  that  subject,  by 
which  I  am  strongly  affecte<I.  The  verj'  Highland 
uftines,  or  the  sound  of  a  bagpipe,  will  stir  my  blood, 
and  fill  me  with  a  mixture  of  melancholy  and  respect 
for  courage;  with  pity  for  an  unfortunate  and  su- 


t  (SiMikxptwv'R  nmry  ^*  Fourth,  net  iii.,  iccne  1 — Ei>.] 
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perstitious  r^ard  for  antiquity,  and  thoughtless  in- 
clination for  war ;  in  short,  witli  a  crowd  of  sensations 
with  which  solwr  rationahty  has  nothing  to  do. 

We  passed  through  Glensheal ',  with  prodigious 
mountains  on  each  side.  We  saw  wliere  tlie  battle 
was  fought,  in  the  year  1719.  Dr.  Johnson  ownwl 
he  was  now  in  a  scene  of  as  wild  nature  as  he  could 
see  ;  hul  he  corrected  me  sometimes  in  my  inaccurate 
ob«ienrations.  "TTiere,"  said  I.  "  is  a  mountain  like 
a  cone."  Johnson.  "  No,  sir.  It  would  be  called 
so  in  a  book ;  and  when  a  man  comes  to  look  at  it, 
be  sees  it  is  not  so.  It  is  indeed  pointed  at  the  top ; 
but  one  side  of  it  is  larger  than  the  other".*'  Another 
mountain  I  called  immense.  JoHN'SON'.  "No;  it  is 
no  more  than  a  considerable  protuberance." 

We  came  to  a  rich  green  valley,  comparatirely 
speaking,  and  stopped  a  while  to  let  our  horses  rest 
and  eat  grass '.     We  soon  afterwards  came  to  Auch- 


I 
I 
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'  t  [In  t7l9*SiiAiD  projected  Ml  innMoo  of^^ndutd  b)  lidiilf  ofUM  ChcMlier, 
Mid  JCTlincJ  »  gmi  force  for  that  pwrpn»r,  umlrr  lh«  eoninmnd  of  the  Duke  of 
Omend.  Bm  owini;  to  UDrmi.  oalv  ihm  fritckies,  with  ihmr  hundred  or  four 
fanndnd  SfUtkida  on  boud,  vrivMl  in  ScotUnd.  They  tud  with  th«m  tbc 
h«nnh«d  Rari  o^S«kfarth,  rhirf  of  thr  SlarkcndcS  «  niMR  of  gr«at  power,  esiltd 
for  hit  rnhan  ia  the  tvbctUoa  of  171&>  He  nbed  %  conitdenble  bodr  of  Hi|th> 
Iwden  <d  hit  own  tad  friendly  duM,  and  duanlwrking  ihc  S|>Miuuds,  oune  a* 
6*  M  lb*  gTMl  T«Uejr  cdM  OlcndiMl,  hi  tfic  Wot  HigMand*.  Ocnenk 
H'i^ttima  mudKd  ukiut  iliem  ftam  InTcmcM  with  a  few  rcfular  fovccs,  aod 
wninl  of  the  OiapM^  Kmw%  Mmima,  mmI  ether  cU&»  frwodly  to  ipiTeanmmc 
Mt  feiuwl  the  umngmts  la  pn—rian  of  a  rtrj  itronit  jmaa  called  Stncbcl, 
ftoca  whirh,  alter  a  few  dan'  tkinnblimy,  ihey  rvtirnl,  SearorthS  party  not 
IsaiOK  a  niao,  and  the  nthen  haTiag  aetoal  alaln.  But  the  Karl  of  Saifbfth 
WW  SuMtemtftljr  vooiHled  in  tb«  Bhou3d«r,  and  ohliged  to  be  canisd  back  to  the 
■U^  HIa  <1bm  dwwlid  or  Umavwai.  and  ihr  ^panivda  surrendcrnl  Ui=fii«rlvc« 
prfwitfa  of  WW  w  Oqieial  Wuthtraan — Walteb  Scott  ] 

*  (Thla  wat  bypereriticali  ihe  bill  b  indtvd  not  scooefbutit  b'Urc  «)e — 
M'altkr  Scott. 1 

*  Dr.  JohnaoD,  ia  hia  Joomey,  thtu  bcautiiully  dcwribes  bis  tltuatkn  ben : 
*'  I  m  down  ao  a  bank,  such  as  a  wriu  nf  mntancr  mighi  bare  delighted  to 
Wgn  I  had,  Iddead,  no  tfcea  to  wfabper  ovtr  my  hnid,  but  a  clew  rinilat 
*wiwed  ai  rar  fnu  The  day  wat  caun,  the  aii  eoft,  and  alt  wu  rudunaw, 
■flancia,  and  aoluude.  httm  me,  and  oo  dihcr  fide,  were  high  hills,  which,  by 
hindcffaif  the  oya  frati  raiiftD|r.  foead  the  mind  to  find  enicriAiDmcnt  fothtctt. 
WbMhcr  I  apcnt  the  hoar  well,  I  know  uat.;  for  here  I  fir»t  conceived  th« 
thrti^tit  tff  tha  lumaion."  The  Critical  Rrvicwcn,  with  a  KpiHi  and  exptea. 
■(an  worthy  of  the  tuhjoct.  fay,  '*  We  eoDgratulatc  the  publick  on  the  ereni 
wiih  which  tUa  anotaiicA  noclodea,  and  anr  fally  pctMaded  that  lh«  hour  in 
which   iht  MenCMnlllc  UavdWr  rdotriTTd  ihi«  nanativc  will  be  cniunttcml,  by 
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nasheal,  a  kiud  of  rural  vmage»  a  number  of  cottages 
being  buill  together,  as  we  saw  all  along  in  the  High- 
lands. We  jiaRsed  many  inileti  itiis  day  without 
seeing  a  house,  but  only  little  summer  huts,  called 
shielings.  Even  Campbell,  servant  to  Mr.  Murchison, 
factor  to  the  L»aird  of  Alatleod  in  Glenelg,  ran  along 
with  us  to-day.  He  was  a  very  obliging  fellow.  At 
Aucbnasbeal,  we  sat  down  on  a  green  turf-seat  at  the 
end  of  a  house ;  they  brought  us  out  two  wooden 
dishes  of  milk,  which  we  tasted.  One  of  them  was 
frothed  like  a  syllabub.  I  saw  a  woman  preparing 
it  with  such  a  stick  as  is  used  for  chocolate,  and  in 
the  same  manner.  ^Ve  had  a  considerable  circle 
about  us,  men,  women,  and  cliildren,  all  M*Craas', 
Lord  Seaforth's  |ieop!e.  Not  one  of  them  could 
speak  English.  I  observeil  to  Dr.  Johnson,  it  was 
much  the  same  as  being  with  a  tribe  of  Indians. 
Johnson.  *'  Yes,  sir,  but  not  so  terrifying."  f  gave 
all  who  chose  it  snuff  and  tobacco.  Governor  Tra- 
paud  had  made  us  buy  a  quantity  at  Fort  Augustus, 
and  put  them  up  in  small  parcels.  I  also  gave  each 
person  a  piece  of  wheat  bread,  which  they  had  never 
tasted  before.  I  then  gave  a  penny  apiece  to  each 
child.  1  told  Dr.  Johnson  of  this:  upon  which  he 
called  to  Joseph  and  om'  guides,  for  change  for  a 
shilling,  and  declared  that  he  would  distribute  among 
the  children.     Upon  this  being  announced  in  Erse, 


'  tiailcr  of  l>*tr,  u  ■  fonuimtc  crml  ill  t)iv  atiiiats  nf  litmtiiTe.  Were  it 
tTfl*«t4f  10  th«  tMk  Ln  which  we  art  m  present  cr^af^d,  to  milulge  vunicW(,8  in 
a  \HMi\rm\  tiifjlit,  «e  »oulJ  invoke  the  wintJs  of  the  Ca.k-dontan  niouiiuln  to 
Uov  Tar  era,  with  ihcir  wftcsi  bn-czn,  mi  tlic  lnuik  mhrre  our  author  redmcd, 
and  EM{ac»t  o(  Flon.  ttiK  It  might  Iw  pcrpctuiUI)-  adorned  with  the  goycM  Ktid 
BC«t  frwi^nt  pnNlaciiotUL  o(  the  year.''— UoBWCLL. 

I  jTHv  Alac  Hoc*  MK  an  e\aiimlf  of  wlial   ■omrtimcs  occtirmi  in  the  Hidi- 
clan  who  IimI  do  chiil'  rT  Wnrcr  of  their  own,  but  itHitti-red  undcT  that 


TovkT  to 
Uvbiid. 


«f  aouttm  inbc.  Ther  wir^-  <tri|{iiiBlljr  attuhnl  to  the  rnuuis,  but  tin  ooasion 
uf  Ml  inttnuamugc,  they  *erv  tTanatcrml  (a  the  MackcnricK,  mihI  ha^e  tmee 
Mi^Uiul  un^r  >tafotth*a  tiuiilaid.  They  were  K]way»,  and  arc  villi,  a  Bct  of 
boU  bardy  mat,  a*  much  aiiadml  hi  the  Cnlifjae  [or  stag's  titai)  aa  the  Mik. 
houka,  to  whom  the  tEtai.dafd  properly  hJon):». — M'altlh  Slott.] 
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Tour  10  tliere  was  a  great  8tir;  uot  only  did  some  cliildivn 
cojne  running  down  from  neighhourinjj  huts,  but  I 
observed  one  black-iiaircd  man,  who  had  been  with 
us  all  aloiifT,  had  gone  ofTf  and  returned,  bringing 
a  very  young  child.  My  fellow  traveller  then  ordered 
tlie  children  to  be  dra\m  up  in  a  row,  and  he  dealt 
about  his  copi>er,  and  made  them  and  their  parents 
all  happy.  The  poor  M'Craas,  whatever  may  be  their 
present  state,  were  of  considerable  estimation  in  the 
year  1715,  when  there  was  a  line  in  a  song: 

"  <Vftil  aw  tile  bmvc  SfCnwut  are  oomiitg  V" 

There  was  great  diversity  in  the  faces  of  the  circle 
around  us;  some  were  as  black  and  wild  in  their  ap- 
pearance as  any  American  savages  whatever.  One 
woman  was  as  comely  almost  as  the  figure  of  Sappho, 
as  we  sec  it  painted.  \Ve  asked  the  old  woman,  the 
mistress  of  the  house  where  we  had  the  milk  (which, 
by  the  by.  Dr.  Johnson  told  me,  for  I  did  not  obser^-e 
it  myself,  was  built  not  of  turf,  but  of  stone),  what 
we  shoidd  pay.  She  said,  what  we  pleased.  One  of 
our  guides  nsked  her,  in  Erse,  if  a  shilling  was 
enough.  She  said,  **  Yes."  But  some  of  the  men 
bade  her  ask  nmre.  This  vexed  me ;  because  it 
showed  a  desire  to  impose  upon  strangers,  as  they 
knew  that  even  a  shilling  was  high  payment.     The 

'  'I1ie  Al'CtMu,  oi  Jtlurac*,  were,  t)nc«  ihat  iJme,  bionsht  into  iltc  king** 
army.  \>y  the  U(e  Ijord  i^eafOTih.  ^^m  ihty  Uy  in  Edinburgh  C'nutlv',  id 
177^1  "nil  vere  evdcrrd  (n  emtjcrii  for  Jersey.  iHct.  with  a  uutnbcr  of  oibrr 
men  in  the  rc^mtnt,  for  differtnt  Trauu)'^  but  wpL-rially  an  aimrdintfion  thai 
tbcy  wert-  to  beuiM  m  tlie  KuKt  l»dia<'iinipaay,  ilitiu)*ti  inlKied  not  In  Im!  «aii 
out  a{  iiina  Britain  without  theii  own  conaeot,  ninilr  a  dctcmitncd  diuUdj^ 
«nd  cnompul  upon  the  IdHv  niauntain,  Aithur'i  Scat,  wIktv  thrv  icfoainfid 
lluM  daya  attil  tlitcv  niiiltia,  Itldriing  ilctiann.-  in  all  ihr  l'i>trr  in  ^cmlwid.  Al 
but  ihcjr  ntiic  ilown,  and  embarked  pcaccablf,  haTlnfi  obtained  rnmtal  articles 
of  Cftpltulaiinn,  )ii|ti>ed  hy  Sir  Adolpbun  Oii|{bioii,  cwimiandei- in. chief,  fimrral 
SIconc,  dtrpuiy  ramnititiilcr,  the  IlukL-  of  tlurcitiisli,  and  the  Karl  of  Dumnorc, 
whicli  quieted  ibctn.  Since  the  MCl.■H^ioa  of  the  Conitnomi  of  Roox  to  the  .Maca 
^utr,  >  mute  rpiiilcd  rxcrlinn  hax  no4  hern  niade.  I  garL-  gnat  alleutiiMt  lo  it 
froni  fint  to  bint,  and  hacc  dnwn  up  a  panictilar  account  (if  it  TIkhc  hnm 
fcllowa  havfl  bldcc  Ktved  thtir  coauwy  eOwiually  at  JeiMy,  and  atao  in  tba 
Kait  Indies,  to  «rhich,  alter  being  brtttir  informed,  they  volnntnnly  agmd  tn 
tpi — UoaWKM. 
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woman,  however,  honestly  persisted  in  her  first  price ;  Tour  to 
80  i  ^ve  liiT  half  a  crown.  Thus  we  had  one  g^ood 
scene  of  life  uiicommoii  to  us.  The  people  were  very 
much  pleast-d,  jrave  us  itiany  blessings,  and  said  they 
had  not  had  such  a  day  siuce  the  old  Laird  of  Mac- 
leod's  time. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  much  refreshed  by  this  i-epast. 
He  was  plea^d  when  I  told  liim  lie  would  make  a 
good  rliief.  He  said, "  ^Vere  I  a  chief,  1  would  dress 
my  sen'ants  Iwtter  than  myself,  and  knock  a  tellow 
down  if  he  looked  saucy  to  a  Macdonald  in  rags :  but 
1  would  not  treat  nu-n  as  brutes.  I  would  let  them 
know  why  all  of  my  clan  were  to  have  attention  paid 
to  them.  1  would  tell  my  upper  servants  why,  and 
make  tliem  tell  the  others." 

^Ve  rode  on  well,  till  we  came  to  the  high  mouu- 
tain  called  the  Rattakin,  by  which  time  both  Dr. 
Johnson  and  the  horses  were  a  good  deal  fatigued. 
It  is  a  terrible  steep  to  climb,  notwithstanding  the 
road  is  formed  slanting  along  it;  however,  we  made 
it  out.  On  the  toji  of  it  we  met  Captain  Macleod, 
of  Balmenoch  (a  Dutch  officer  who  had  come  from 
8k)'),  riding  ivith  his  sword  slung  across  him.  He 
•deed,  "Is  this  Air.  Boswell?"  which  was  a  proof 
that  we  were  exi>ected.  Going  down  the  hill  on  the 
oUier  side  was  no  easy  task.  As  Dr.  Johnson  was  a 
grvBt  weight,  the  two  guides  agree<l  that  he  should 
ride  the  horses  alternately.  Hay's  were  the  two 
best,  and  the  Doctor  would  not  ride  but  upon  one  or 
other  nf  them,  a  black  or  a  brown.  liut,  as  Hay 
coinj^laiued  much  after  ascending  the  Uattakin,  the 
D<ictor  was  prevailed  with  to  mount  one  of  Vass*s 
grays.  As  he  rode  upon  it  down  hill,  it  did  not  go 
well,  and  he  grumbled.  I  walked  on  a  little  Ijcfore, 
but  was  excessively  entertained  with  the  method 
taken  to  keep  bini  in  good  humour.     Hay  led  the 
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horse's  bead,  talking  to  Dr.  Johnsou  as  much  as  be 
could  ;  and  (having  heard  liini,  in  the  foreuoon.  ex- 
pre£!>  a  pastoral  pleasure  on  seeing  the  goats  browsing) 
ju£t  H'ben  the  Doctor  was  uttering  his  displeasure. 
the  fellow  cried,  with  a  very  Highland  accent,  "  See, 
such  pretty  goats !"  Then  he  whistled  whu  !  and 
made  them  jinnp.  Little  did  he  conceive  what  Dr. 
Johnson  was.  Here  now  was  a  common  ignorant 
Highland  clown  imagining  that  he  could  divert,  as 
one  does  a  child.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnsou  !  The  liidi- 
iTousne!>s,  absurdity,  and  extraordinary'  contrast  be- 
tween what  the  fellow  fancied,  and  the  reality,  was 
truly  comick. 

It  grew  dusky ;  and  we  had  a  very  tedious  ride  for 
what  was  calletl  five  miles,  but  1  am  sure  would 
measure  ten.  We  had  no  conversation.  I  was  riding 
forward  to  the  inn  at  Glenelg,  on  the  shore  opposite 
to  Sky,  that  I  might  take  proper  measures,  before 
Dr.  Jotnison,  who  «as  now  advancing  in  dreary 
silence,  Hay  leading  his  horse,  should  arrive.  Vaas 
also  walked  by  the  side  of  his  horse,  and  Joseph  fol- 
lowed behind.  As,  therefore,  he  was  thus  attended, 
and  seemed  to  l>e  in  deep  meditation,  I  thought  there 
could  lie  no  harm  in  leaving  him  for  a  little  while. 
He  calleil  me  back  with  a  tremendous  shout,  and  was 
really  in  a  passion  with  me  for  leaving  him.  I  told 
him  my  intentions,  but  he  was  not  satisfied,  and  said, 
'*  Do  you  know,  I  should  as  soon  have  thought  of 
picking  a  pocket,  as  doing  so."  BosWEl.l.,  "  I  am 
diverted  with  you,  sir.'*  Johnson.  "Sir,  I  could 
never  be  diverted  with  incivility.  Doing  such  a  thing 
makes  one  lose  confidence  in  him  who  has  done  it,  as 
one  CiUinot  tell  what  he  nmy  do  next."  His  extra- 
onlinary  warmth  confounded  me  so  much,  that  I 
JuKtifitd  mytielf  but  lamely  to  him  ;  yet  my  intentions 
wrre  not  iroprojier.      I  wished  to  get  on,  to  see  how 


I 
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we  were  to  be  lodged,  and  Iiow  we  were  to  get  a  boat ; 
all  which  1  thought  1  could  best  settle  myself,  with- 
out his  having  any  trouble.  To  apply  bis  great  mind 
to  minute  particulars  is  wrong:  it  is  like  taking  an 
immense  balance  (such  as  is  kept  on  quays  for  weigh- 
ing cargoes  of  ships)  to  weigh  a  guinea.  1  knew  I 
had  neat  little  scales,  which  would  do  better;  and 
that  his  attention  to  every  tiling  which  falls  in  his 
way,  and  his  uncommon  desire  to  be  always  in  the 
right,  would  make  him  weigh,  if  he  knew  of  the  par- 
ticulars :  it  was  right  therefore  for  me  to  weigh  them, 
and  let  him  have  them  only  in  effect.  I  however 
continued  to  ride  by  him,  linding  he  wished  I  shoiUd 
do  so. 

As  we  passed  the  barracks  at  Bera^ra,  I  looked  at 
them  wishfully,  as  soldiers  have  always  every  thing 
in  the  best  order ;  but  there  was  only  a  serjeant  and 
a  few  men  there.  We  came  on  to  the  inn  at  Glenelg. 
There  was  no  provender  for  our  horses ;  so  they  were 
sent  to  grass,  with  a  man  to  watch  them.  A  maid 
showed  us  up  stairs  into  a  room  damp  and  dirty,  with 
bare  walls,  a  variety  of  bad  smells,  a  coarse  black  greasy 
fir  table,  and  forms  [benches]  of  the  same  kind  ;  and 
out  of  a  wretched  bed  8t;*rted  a  fellow  from  his  sleep, 
like  Kdgar  in  King  Lear,  "  Poor  Tom 's  a  cold '," 

This  inn  was  fiu*nislied  with  not  a  single  article 
that  we  could  either  eat  or  drink;  but  Mr.  Murchison, 
factor  to  the  Laird  of  Maclcod,  in  Glenelg,  sent  us  a 
bottle  of  rum  and  some  sugar,  with  a  polite  message, 
to  acquaint  us.  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  he  did 
not  hear  of  us  till  we  had  passed  his  house,  other- 
wise he  should  have  insisted  on  our  sleeping  there 
that  night;  and  that,  if  he  were  not  obliged  to  set 


Tour  to 
HebriiL 


*  If  M  amndnn  to  »bHnre  the  difTEreni  imagct  which  thia  bciag  pKuntcd  u> 
DcJuhnMO  ud  ou.  TbcDocior,  inliu  "Joanwy," compares hiiit to «C$hVi>^. 
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Ton  to  oat  for  Inverness  early  next  morning,  he  would  have 
waited  upon  us.  Such  extraordinary  attention  from 
this  gentleman,  to  entire  strangers,  deserves  the  most 
honourable  commemoration. 

Our  bad  accommodation  here  made  me  uneasy, 
and  almost  fretful.  Dr.  Johnson  was  calm.  1  said 
he  was  so  from  rauity.  Johnson.  "  No,  sir ;  it  is 
from  philosophy.'*  It  pleased  me  to  see  that  the 
Rambler  could  practise  so  well  his  owu  lessons. 

I  resumed  the  subject  of  my  leaving  him  on  the 
road,  and  endeavoured  to  defend  it  better.  He  was 
still  violent  upon  that  head,  and  said,  "  Sir,  had  you 
gone  on,  I  was  thinking  that  1  should  have  returned 
with  you  to  Edinburgh,  and  then  have  parted  from 
you.  aud  never  spoken  to  you  more. 

I  sent  tor  fresh  hay,  with  which  we  made  beds  for 
ourselves,  each  in  a  room  equally  miserable.  Like 
Wolfe,  we  had  a  ''^choice  of  di^fficttltieis^  "  Dr.  John- 
son made  things  easier  by  comparison.  At  M'Queen's, 
last  night,  he  obsened,  that  few  were  so  well  lodged 
in  a  sliip.  To-night,  he  said,  we  were  better  than  if 
we  had  been  upon  the  hill.  He  lay  down  buttoned 
up  in  bis  great  coat.  I  had  my  sheets  spread  on  the 
hay,  and  iny  clothes  and  great  coat  laid  over  me,  by 
way  of  blankets'-. 

Thtirsihyy  2i7  Sepiember. — I  had  slept  ill.  Dr. 
Johnson*s  anger  had  affected  me  much.  I  considered 
tliat.  without  any  bad  intention,  I  might  suddenly 
forfeit  liis  friendship ;  and  was  impatient  to  see  him 
this  nioniing.  1  told  him  how  uneasy  he  had  made 
me  by  what  he  had  said,  and  reminded  him  of  his 

■  [TliH  |ihrftsc  nnw  to  comnton,  elicited  stune  surpritie  and  criticism  wheo 
u!R-d  bT  tiineral  M'oirr.  in  his  drspatch  from  before  Quebec  See  London  Ga- 
Sftlf  /;.iYri,vr(JiHiiri|t,  1(W  0,l.  17."i!l. — Ed.] 

•  [.lohm-w  thus  ilescribM  this  scene  to  Mr*.  Thrale,  "/  ordered  hiy  to  be 
laid  thick  iinon  the  bed,  and  slept  upoa  it  in  mj  great  com.  BosweU  laid  iheeU 
upon  hia  bca,  and  lepoaed  in  linen,  IHe  «  gtitHemam." — LeItcrM,  vol  i.  p.  137. 
—Ed.} 


I 
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own  remark  at  Aberdeen,  ujKm  old  friendsliips  being 
hastily  broken  off.  He  o\vnwl,  he  Imd  spoken  to  me 
in  passion ;  that  he  wonid  not  have  done  what  he 
threatened  ;  and  that,  if  he  had,  he  shoidd  have  been 
ten  times  worse  than  I ;  that  forming  intimacies 
would  indeed  be  '*  limning  the  water."  were  they 
liable  to  such  s\ulden  dissolution  ;  and  he  added, 
"Let's  think  no  more  on't."  BoswEl.l..  "Well 
theiij  sir,  2  shall  be  easy.  Remember,  I  am  to  have 
fair  wamingr  in  case  of  any  quarrel.  Vou  are  never 
to  ftpriii^  a  mine  upon  ine.  It  Mas  absurd  in  me  to 
believe  you.  Johnson.  "You  deserved  about  as 
much,  as  to  believe  me  from  nif^ht  to  morning." 

After  breakfaHt,  we  got  into  a  boat  for  Sky.  It 
rainetl  much  when  we  set  olF,  but  cleared  up  as  we 
advanced.  One  of  the  boatmen,  who  spoke  English, 
uud,  (bat  B  mile  at  land  waa  two  miles  at  sea.  I 
then  olwerved,  that  from  Glenelg  to  Armiilale  in  Sky, 
which  wj(s  our  present  course,  and  is  called  twelve, 
was  only  six  miles ;  but  this  he  could  not  understand. 
**Wcll,^  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "never  talk  to  me  of  the 
natii'e  good  sense  of  the  Highlanders.  Here  is  a 
fellow  who  calls  one  mile  two,  and  yet  cannot  com- 
preliend  tliat  twelve  such  imaginary  miles  make  in 
Uuth  but  six." 

We  reached  the  shore  of  Annidale  l>eforc  one 
o^dock.  Sir  Alexander  Macdonahl  came  ihiwn  to 
receive  us.  lie  and  his  lady  (formerly  Miss  Boswell, 
of  Yorkshire),  were  then  in  a  house  built  by  a  tenant 
at  this  place,  which  is  in  the  district  of  Slate,  the 
^nily  niausiou  here  having  been  burued  iu  Sir 
I3oiiald  Alacdonald's  time. 

('  The  most  ancient  seat  of  the  chief  of  the  Mac- 

I  (Tbc  pmcnphft  between  { )  were  Inftcnwl  by  Mr.  llcKwtrll  iii  ihc  smmd 
■liiian  to  liU  ute  apnce  ol'  ihaw  l>etwet:a  (  ].  which  wcfc  in  the  flr»t  edition, 
mA  wiiftlnl  in  the  tBOond.  In  on«  uf  iIh-sc  taimituit^  {mragraplw,  RiMwtU 
«ys,  duK  ^ir  Alexanda  and  tiu  Uiiy  "  cune  in  ArmitUlc  on  ihtir  way  to  Cdin> 
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ad  Ed. 


fSXa"  ^*"^*^^  *"  ^^^  ^sle  of  Sky  was  at  Duntulm,  whei 
there  are  the  remains  of  a  stately  castle.     The  prii 
cipal  resitleiice  of  the  family  is  now  at  Mugstot,  atl 
which  there  is  a  considerable  building.     Sir  Alex- 
ander and  Lady  Macdonald  had  come  to  Armidalej 
in  their  way  to  Kdiiiburgh,  uliere  it  was  iieeessaryj 
for  them  to  be  soon  after  this  time. 

Armidale  is  situated  on  a  pretty  bay  of  the  narrow 
M^  which  flows  between  the  main  land  of  Scotland 
Und  the  Isle  of  Sky.  In  front  there  is  a  grand  pro- 
spect of  the  rude  mountains  of  Moidart  and  Knoidart. 
Behind  are  hills  gently  rising  and  covered  with  a  finer 
Tordure  than  I  expected  to  see  in  this  climate,  and 
the  scene  is  enlivened  by  a  number  of  little  deaiM 
brooks.)  fl 

istSL  [Instead  of  finding  the  head  of  the  Macdonalds 
surrounded  with  his  clan,  and  a  festive  entertain- 
ment, we  had  a  small  company,  and  cannot  boast 
of  our  cheer.  'i*lie  [larticulars  are  minuted  in  my 
"Journal,"  but  I  shall  not  trouble  the  publick  with 
them.  I  shall  mention  but  one  character  is  tick  cir- 
cumstance. My  shrewd  and  hearty  friend.  Sir 
Thomas  (W'entworth)  Blacket,  Lady  Macdonald's  , 
imcle,  who  had  preceded  us  in  a  visit  to  this  chief,H 

burgh,  when  U  mtaaeoasMtf  the;  ihould  bei"  but  bolb  BmwcU  ud  Dr-  Jtim- 
WMi  reiltf  lirlirTul  tluiiht-y  hiwl  conip  to  this  hnvct,  iutxoipe  ihc  ntc*«ity  o(ea. 
tertaiiiing  ilirTti  ■(  thrir  uHikl  mitleacr.  JohnMon.  In  ■  k-ttrr  to  3ln.  'J^nl^ 
t»j\  "  We  hod  »  {MMoge  of  ftbnul  twelre  niil»  to  [he  point  when  |Sit 
Alexandi-T  .Mdcdcnaldj  rtMdnl,  h«vm)i>  cuirc  fmn  his  srmt,  tn  th«  iniddir  on 
Uic  uUnd,  to  s  tuioll  home  on  the  shore,  u  vc  bcHen,  that  h«  uilghl  vfrA  iftt,] 
reproach  fuUrtaiH  ui  nu-unli/.  Tf  he  anpinil  la  iticttli&eiaL,  bb  ivUuKrade  *t»w 
bidoQ  wu  cuniplrt«lj  gntiKed  ;  but  he  did  nol  Miccved  <n[u*]ly  in  »opinf  ' 
TvpniBch.  He  n«l  no  cook,  iuh  I  suppoic  much  provision ;  not  had  tht  Ldf 
thecoiiniMldwradea  oriiertn.likble:  «c  pirktd  upouruignt  uilh  iiut  lirgrra, 
Boswrll  wns  n-ry  utKry.  wd  rrproached  him  vith  hi»  improper  pw«imonj."  — 
Lttttrt.  vol.  1.  \i.  137.  And  again.  "I  have  done  thinking  of  (Sir  AleK. 
■ndn-  Macdanald],  wImcd  wc  now  call  Sir  $«n'aryi  he  ha*  diiguiied  oil 
nisnkinil  hy  Irjudicioti*  panimonr.  and  giytn  occasion  to  m>  many  storieiL,  that 
[Bmirclll  nan  Miiiie  thouf[hu  of  collecting  them,  and  making  *  nov^  of  hialife." 
TiMM  pBsaigco.  and  thr  cxirmci  Irani  the  6nit  nlttiun,  loire  no  duubi  u  to 
Ihc  pctMon  n»*ni  in  the  wioui  allu^onntothe  mrnf  an4  partimomiouM  taudhfi 
mid  chirflmu,  which  the  reader  will  fmd  in  the  njb«!<|uCTit  parU  oftbe  Taur_ 
Ed] 
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upon  being  asked  by  him,  if  tlie  punch-bowl,  then  Tourio 
upon  the  table,  was  not  a  very  handsome  one,  re- 
plied, "  Ves,  if  it  were  full."] 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  having  been  an  Eton 
scholar ',  and  being  a  gentleman  of  talents.  Dr. 
Johnson  had  been  ver\-  well  pleased  with  him  in 
London.  But  my  fellow-traveller  and  I  were  now 
full  of  the  ohl  Highland  spirit,  and  were  dissatisfied 
at  hearing  [heavy  complaints]  of  rents  racked  and  '*«  ^4 
[the  people  driven  to]  emigration ;  and  finding  a 
chief  not  surrounded  by  his  clan.  Dr.  Johnson 
ftud,  [**  It  grieves  me  to  see  the  chief  of  a  great  clan  )«  &!• 
appear  to  such  disadvantage.  This  gentleman  has 
talents,  nay,  some  leaniing;  but  he  is  totally  unfit 
for  his  situation."]  Sir,  the  Highland  chiefs  should 
not  \tc  allowed  to  go  farther  south  than  Aberdeen.  A 
sUtnig-minded  man,  like  Sir  James  Macdonald,  may 
be  improved  by  an  English  education ;  but  in  general, 
they  will  be  tamed  into  insignificance." 

[I  meditated  an  escape  from  this  Itouse  the  very  '"Ed. 
next  day;  but  Dr.  Johnson  resolved  that  we  should 
weather  it  out  till  Monday.] 

W'e  found  here  Mr.  Janes  of  Aberdeenshire,  a  na- 
turalist. Janes  said  he  had  been  at  Dr.  Johnson's 
io  London,  with  Ferguson  the  astronomer.  John- 
son. "  It  is  strange  that,  in  such  distant  places,  I 
should  meet  with  any  one  who  knows  me.  I  should 
have  thought  I  might  Iiide  myself  in  Sky." 

Friday,  ^d September. — This  day  proving  wet.  we 
should  have  passed  our  time  very  uncomfortably,  had 
we  not  found  in  tlie  house  two  chests  of  books,  which 
we  eagerly  ransacked.  After  dinner,  when  I  alone 
was  left  at  table  with  the  few  Highland  gentlemen 

•  See  his  Latin  Tom  atUrcyted  to  Ut.  Jahnwii,  tn  Am  Appmdix.— Bo«- 
ru.t.  (InlifltMat  ai  ibcac  vcrwa  arc,  ihcf  pioUblj'  m$gtUm&  to  Or. 
i^mtmC^  nrind  tlic  writing  thmc  Latin  vcram  in  Skir  and  Jmck-irm»eth,  whkh 
«t  ifaan  MC  pieMiitlf — Kd.  ] 
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who  were  of  the  company,  having  talked  '  with  very 
h^h  respect  of  Sir  James  Mncdon&ld,  they  were  all 
80  mudi  nlVet'ted  as  tu  shed  tears.  One  of  Ibein  was 
Mr.  Donald  Aticdonald,  who  had  been  lieutenant 
«f  grenadiers  in  the  Highland  regiment,  raised  by 
CoImmI  Moot^nmery,  now  Earl  of  Eglintoune,  in 
Ae  war  befbce  last;  one  of  those  regiments  \s'hich 
the  Uce  Lord  Chatham  prided  himself  in  having 
brought  fn»n  **the  mountains  of  the  north:"  by 
doing  which  he  contributetl  to  extinguish  in  Uie 
Highlands  the  remains  of  disafTeotion  to  the  present 
royal  family.  From  this  gentleman's  conversation,  | 
I  first  learnt  how  ver\-  popular  his  colonel  was  among 
the  Highlanders;  of  which  I  had  such  continued 
proufs,  during  the  whole  course  of  my  Tour,  that  on 
my  retuni  1  could  not  help  telling  the  noble  carl 
hiraiielf,  that  I  did  not  before  know  how  great  a  man 
he  was. 

We  were  advised  by  some  jiersons  here  to  visit 
Rasay,  in  our  way  to  Dunvegan,  the  seat  of  the 
Laird  of  Madeod.  Being  informed  that  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Donald  McQueen  was  the  most  intelligent  man 
in  Sky,  and  haviug  Ihh-ii  favoured  with  a  letter  of 
introtiuction  to  him,  by  the  learned  Sir  James  Foulis  *, 
I  sent  it  to  him  by  an  express,  and  requesteil  he 
Mould  meet  us  at  Rasay;  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
closed a  letter  to  the  Laird  of  Alaoleod,  informing 
him  that  wc  intenderl  in  a  few  days  to  have  the 
honour  of  waiting  on  him  at  Dunvegan. 

'  (Herr,  in  dw  tti-»i  c^lidon,  wu  a  I«f  ranrc/W,  wlitch.  do  doubt.  nPDtuncd 
■onicof  the  on|{iaal  tiHctum  oftbc  *<  Jvonur'on  Sir  Alrsuidcr  MaeiaimiA't 
Want  ofbofiiiulity  whI  «piiii — £d.] 

*  (Sir  Jtiiicf  Fouli*.  of  CoHtoton,  Hart,  vat  m  nian  nf  tui  uittait  tuaHf^  m 

gnod  adloUr,  and  a  hanl  ittttdcnt ;  duly  imbiinl  with  s  large  hharr  both  ofSccx- 

tub  kbrcwilnm  and  Scotutb  pTL-judicc.     Hi*  pr^pely.  hit  income  at  kut,  wa« 

TCTT  moderate.      Olhcri  mtght  bavc  mi;rt«*cd  it  m  n  voyage  lo  India,  whicb  he 

t  iu  ilir  diaracur  of  i  eofnmi»MoncT ;  but  Nir  Janie*  KUuned  as  poor  ai  he* 

here     iiir  James  FouU*  waa  oim  of  the  Ijowlandcra  aboai  Uifthlamltn 

1  ts  be  well  iikilkd  in  the  Uadick,  an  actinainiann:  «hiH>  be  made  loti; 

— Wai-tkh  J*cott.] 
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Dr.  Johnson  ibis  day  t-ndt'iivoured  to  obtain  some  Touno 

Ucbtid. 

knowledge  of  tbe  state  of  tbe  country ;  but  fomplaiiied 
that  he  rould  get  no  distinct  in  fori  it  at  ion  about  any 
thing,  from  those  with  whom  lie  conversed. 

Saturdatf,  Mh  September. — My  endeavours  to 
rouse  the  English-bred  chieftain,  in  whose  house  we 
were,  to  the  feudal  and  patriarchal  feelings,  proving 
ineffectual^  Dr>  Johnson  this  morning  tried  to  bring 
him  to  our  way  of  thinking.  Johnson.  "Were  1 
in  your  place,  sir,  in  seven  years  1  would  make  this 
an  independent  island.  (  would  roast  oxen  whole, 
and  liang  out  a  dag  as  a  signal  to  the  Macdonalds  to 
come  and  get  beef  and  whisky."  8ir  Alexander  was 
still  starting  difficulties.  JoriNsox.  "  Nay,  sir ;  if 
you  are  born  to  objeet,  I  have  done  with  you.  Sir, 
I  would  have  a  magazine  of  arms."  Siu  Alex- 
aXDRR.  *•  They  would  rust."  Johnson.  "  Let 
there  be  men  to  keep  them  clean.  Vour  ancestors 
did  not  use  to  let  their  arms  rust '." 

We  attempted  in  Tain  to  communicate  to  him  a 
portion  of  our  enthusiasm,  l^e  bore  with  so  polite 
a  good-nature  our  warm,  and  what  some  might  call 
Gotbick,  expostidatious  on  this  subject,  that  I  should 
oot  forgive  myself  were  I  to  record  all  that  Dr. 
Johnson's  ardour  leil  him  to  say.  This  day  was 
little  better  than  a  blank. 

Sundaij,  oth  Sepfcmher. — I  walked  to  the  parish 
diurch  of  Slate,  which  is  a  very  poor  one.  There 
are  nu  church  bells  in  the  island.  I  was  told  there 
were  once  some  ;  what  was  become  of  them,  I  eould 
not  learn.  'J'he  minister  not  being  at  home,  there 
vas  no  service.     I  went  into  the  church,  and  saw 


*  \Ot.  JflfaDK»  Mom  u  b*v<c  fotgolccD  Ihikt  a  Highlmdur  icnoK  wnic<l  w 
dtia  pttiod  JDOintd  Ute  penAltx  of  Mrviof;  u  »  coroiuon  9'>Idicr  fvr  t)i«  Rr*!;, 
mA  i'  mtHpartBiun  bryond  mm  fat  »  •nmnil  uAhicc.  AnA  a»  ■■  fur  calling  oul 
Uft  ckn,"  t»el«c  H^iUnden  and  a  bagpipe  made  a  KbeUittL — Waltkb 
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the  monument  of  Sir  James  Mncdonnlil,  which 
elegantly  executed  at  Rome,  and  has  an  inscription, 
written  by  his  friend,  George  Lord  Lytteltou :  [which, 
as  well  as  two  letters,  \n'ltten  by  Sir  James,  in  hi^B 
last  illness,   to  bis  mother,  will  be  found  in    the 
Appendix.]  _ 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  the  inscription  should  have  been^ 
in  Latin,  as  every  thing  intended  to  be  universal  and 
permanent  should  be'.  ^ 

Tliis  being  a  lieautiful  day,  my  spirits  were  cheered  " 
by  the  mere  effect  of  climate.  I  bad  felt  a  return  of 
spleen  during  my  stay  at  Annidale,  and  had  it  not 
been  that  I  had  Dr.  Johnson  to  contemplate,  I  should 
have  sunk  into  dejection ;  but  his  firnmoss  supported 
me.  I  looked  at  him,  as  a  man  whose  head  is  turning 
giddy  at  sea  looks  at  a  rock,  or  any  fixed  object.  LM 
wondered  at  his  tranquillity.  He  said,  "  Sir,  when  a 
man  retires  into  an  island,  be  is  to  turn  his  thoughts 
entirely  to  another  world.  He  has  done  with  this." 
BosWELL.  "  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  to  be  very  difficult 
to  unite  a  due  attention  to  this  world,  and  that  which 
is  to  come;  for,  if  we  engage  eagerly  in  the  affairs  of 
life,  we  are  apt  to  be  totally  forgetful  of  a  future  state ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  steady  contemplation  of  the 
awful  concerns  of  eternity  renders  all  objects  here  so 
insignificant,  as  to  make  us  indifferent  and  negligent 
about  them.'*  JoHKSON.  "Sir,  Dr.  Cheyne  has  laid 
i\owti  a  rule  to  bimself  on  this  subject,  which  should 
be  imprinted  on  every  mind :     '  To  neglect  nothing 

•  [M'hnt  ft  ktrwi^  pnrcnion  of  language! — wmivrrtmlf  Why,  if  ii  /uj 
boon  in  lAXbx,  >o  fu  from  being  iiiivmally  uDdmUood,  it  woald  tun  been  mn 
utter  blank  to  one  (Ihe  tTttrr)  half  of  (be  creilioo,  u>d,  e»«l  of  (be  -not  wbo 
riiinht  »iilt  it.  n(«(ffy  fiin-  will  undmund  it  in  En^Uxh  for  otm'  »ho  could  in 
liAiin.  Soruclliing  tn&y  be  uid  for  qiiiKi4is  and  inscriptioru  addreascd,  as  it 
wcrr,  lo  (he  trorU  at  Urw — a  triumphal  arch — the  nillw  al  Blcnhnm — the 
monument  on  the  field  of  Waterloo ;  but  a  l^iin  rpicapli,  in  an  Eugliih  church, 
appear*,  in  principli-,  aa  absunl  an  the  ditmer,  whicli  the  doctor  ftlvea  in  Perr- 
grine  Picldic,  ti/ltr  Ikf  t/Mnntr  oftfu  aueifnU.  A  mortal  may  anrelj  be  weD 
■»tfakB«d{rhi«famela«UaalonKaatbe]afl(;uaftcin  whldihenpolteorwroU.— Kn.) 
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to  secure  my  eternal  peace,  more  than  if  I  hud  been  To«r » 
certifit^  I  should  die  within  the  day:  nor  to  mind 
any  thiuj;  that  my  secular  obligations  and  duties  de- 
manded of  me,  less  than  if  I  had  been  ensured  to  live 
fifty  years  more,' " 

I  must  here  observe,  that  though  Dr.  Johnson  ap- 
peare<l  now  to  be  philosophically  calm,  yet  his  gunius 
did  not  shine  forth  as  in  companies,  where  I  Iiave 
listened  to  him  with  admiration.  The  vigour  of  his 
mind  was,  however,  sufficiently  manifested,  by  his 
discovering  no  symptolns  of  feeble  relaxation  in  the 
duU,  "weary,  flat,  and  unprofitable"  state  in  which 
we  now  were  placed. 

r  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  on  tliis  day  lie 
composed  the  following  ode  upon  the  Isle  of  Sky, 
which  a  few  days  afterwards  he  showed  me  at 
Rasay  : 

"■  Paali  profundu  cUusa  nceaubuo, 
8trcpcns  proccllis,  mpibui  obnlu, 
Quam  ({nta  <lefe*w  vimion 
!>kui  kiauin  ncbulcM  pandit 

•'  Ilift  cura,  cretlo,  Mtlifakii  exuUl  ; 
H  n  bluMla  ente  pax  hkbiut  lods  i 
Non  in,  noil  inmor  ()uietb 
InsidiiM  moiltalur  horis. 

**  Al  noD  eaviita  rupc  Ulawer^, 
Mfliti  nee  itgic  nHnUibiui  «viU 
Prodotl  vagan,  ncc  ^nicnics 
E  MOpulo  Dumenre  Buctu«. 

"Bnmna  Tinua  Don  libi  tuffieit, 
Dalttr  Bcc  njuum  cuiijue  animum  ubt 
Pantr  poaw,  iit  Ktoiconiin 
Sect*  oepct  nimls  ales  fallax. 

"  EnnRoontis  pcciorU  impetam, 
nex  lumnic,  tdlan  tu  rtgb  arbiter, 

Mcniis(|U4^  tc  lollcntc,  surj^nt, 
Te  Kcidunt  mmlcnknti;  flLictui'.'* 


•  Tariotu  Hrad^gt. — line  3.  In  ilte  niatiumipL,  Dr.  Johtuon,  inucail  of 
VOL.  II.  C  C 
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Tnur  to 
Ilebrid. 


After  supper,  Dr.  Johnson  told  us,  that  fsaac 
Hawkins  IJrowne  drank  freely  for  thirty  years,  and 
that  he  \vrote  his  poem,  "  De  Aninii  Inimortalitate," 
in  some  of  the  last  of  these  years.  I  listened  to  this 
with  the  eagerness  of  one,  who,  conscious  of  being 
himself  fond  of  wiiie»  is  j^lad  to  hear  that  a  man  of 
so  much  genius  and  good  thinking  as  Hrowue  had 
the  same  propensity. 

Monday,  Gth  Septcmher. — ^^Ve  set  out,  accompanied 
by  I*Ir.  Donald  M'Leod,  late  of  Canna,  as  our  guide. 
\Ve  rode  for  some  time  along  the  district  of  Slat«, 
near  the  shore.  The  houses  in  general  are  made  of 
turf,  c()vered  with  grass.  The  country  seemed  well 
peopled.  \Ve  came  into  the  district  of  Strath,  and 
passed  along  a  wild  moorish  tract  of  land  till  we 
arrived  at  the  shore.  There  we  found  good  verdure, 
and  some  curious  whin-rtK-ks,  or  collections  of  stones, 
like  the  ruins  of  the  foundations  of  old  buildings. 
We  saw  also  three  cairns  of  considerable  size. 

About  a  mile  beyond  Broadfoot  is  Corrichatachin, 
a  farm  of  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald's,  possessed  by 


I 


ni/>UN(  oA/i/d,  h«d  written  imhrihtu  hvmIu,  urn]  uv'utit  nohikat,  bu(  sUuck  thmi 
boili  out. 

l.iun  I  &  ukI  10.     Iiutckd  of  theK  two  lines,  be  bad  written,  but  aftawudt 
tirade  out,  tbe  ToUowbigi 


Pitrare  pour,  mtntm^M JaHet 

CirandUtM/itHi  ttiMil#n//d  ZcM. 


BOSWCLL. 


Ill  is  vcTj  atriouf  Uuc  in  Al.t  the  ediiimnft  of  Joiinkox'k  Wiirkk.  which 
tlie  Editor  hu  kch,  even  down  lo  tJte  Oxford  ediiion  of  lSi.%  ihis  poem  i» 
given  wiih  cmiiin  v^iriotiaut,  which  the  Editor  omfcue*  be  doe*  not  under. 
Manrl.  The  finl unendmcnt,  nocnl  hj  Alt.  Ikiftwijl,  ^'■obiiia  mpihtit"  »  aAapt^, 
but  tlie  second  b  nor,  aud  the  two  linn  injected  bj  Dr.  Johnion  »re  rcpUcxd. 
Hut  Ibid  ia  not  nil :  the  wardi  "c"  tcopnio,"  in  the  12tb  line,  «TC  dunged  inio 
■^  In  tptriliy"  o(  which  tfac  aeoM  is  not  obTious ;  mad  in  the  pcnultioiiie  Unr, 
'•  wrfjfBii',*'  wlikh  foenu  neoesaaiy  lo  the  meuiDg,  it  klt«ied  to  •^jlHcttu," 
which  appears  wlioH^  nnintelHgible.  Tbcse  Uat  ToriBtioDM  look  like  mat  enan 
of  the  BKtt:  but  is  ft  potstbli!,  that  Johnwn's  I^tin  poetry  liwi  hwii  w  bltlr 
jtllrnded  lo,  ihnt  the  public  ha*  be«n,  for  forty  ycirt  p«t.  ncquiescing  in  what 
iipp_"arB  to  he  ttsrlt  rontenie?  In  the  lut  line,  kn*,  *•  rttiticmr'  is  printed  (at 
"•  rtcUinrl.'*  but  that  js  of  minor  iitipnrtsnce.  Ii  premi  womlerfVil  ihat  Mr. 
Mutphv  (who  wu  himself  a  Latin  poet)  and  the  late  OxAxd  editor  ihouU,  bi 
thiir  splBr.did  editions,  have  OTcrkkolud  ihejw  crmrt.— Ep. ] 
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Mr.  M*Kinnou ',  who  received  us  with  a  hearty  Tour  u 
welcome,  as  did  liis  wife,  who  was  what  we  call  iu  '  ' 
Scotland  a  ludy-Uke  woiiiaii'.  Mr.  Pemianl,  in  the 
course  of  his  tour  to  the  Hebrides,  passed  two  nights 
at  this  gentleman's  house.  On  its  being  mentioned, 
that  a  present  had  here  been  made  to  him  of  a  curi- 
ous specimen  of  Highland  antiquity,  Dr.  Johusou 
saidf  "  Sir,  it  was  more  than  he  deserved :  the  dog  is 
a  whig  V* 

\W  here  enjoyeil  the  comfort  of  a  table  plentifully 
furnished,  the  satisfaction  of  which  was  heightened 
by  a  numerous  and  cheerfid  company ;  and  we,  for 
the  first  time,  had  a  fii>eeimen  of  the  joyous  social 
manners  of  the  iuluibitants  of  the  Highlands.  They 
talked  in  their  own  ancient  language,  with  fluent 
Tivadty,  and  sung  many  Erse  songs  with  such  spirit, 
that,  though  Dr.  Johnson  was  treated  \vith  the 
greatest  respect  and  attention,  there  were  moments 
in  which  he  seemed  to  be  forgotten.  F'or  myself, 
though  but  a  Lowlander,  having  picked  up  a  few 
words  of  the  language,  I  presumed  to  mingle  in  their 
mirth,  and  joined  in  the  choruses  with  as  nuuh  glee 
as  any  of  the  company.     Dr.  Johnson  being  fatigued 


•  Tim  my  readt-m  may  have  my  nurrative  in  \1\e  style  of  iJic  ctmnMj  tlirovijch 
vhldl  I  vn  tnrclUniK,  it  U  proper  to  Infcrm  tbein,  iliat  the  diicr  oi'  ■  cUn  ii 
daeoiinMcd  by  hi*  **imamc  alotic,  as  X'Lt-od,  AI'Kirinon,  AI-Irio«h.  To 
prafix  ^tr.  to  it  wouU  be  *  degradatioD  frotn  tfie  M'Lcoil,  ttc.  My  old  friend, 
the  l<abd  of  M'Fulanc,  (he  ftrcal  anliqirarj,  tonk  ii  hijilily  aitiiu,  when  (ivni^nil 
Wade  csUnl  him  Mr.  BI'Farlane.  l>r,  JoliDson  said,  he  could  not  liring  liim- 
mV  to  lue  this  mode  of  addrrci ;  il  NcaiKd  to  him  lo  be  too  rsmillar,  ns  it  U 
tbr  w>f  tn  which,  io  all  other  plaom,  ititimain  nr  inferior*  bxv  aildmAnl.  Ulien 
ibe  Aaeh  haTc  tldc*i  ther  are  denoniinaied  by  ihem,  as  Kir  .lam<-!i  Or^nt,  Sir 
AUaa  M'IjMB.  Tlw  other  UijiUland  ftentleaini,  of  landed  propcrn-,  are  d«- 
i«uui»Hil  bf  their  cstaint,  a*  Riwy,  TViiiidale:  aiiil  tlie  wivn  of  all  of  thrm 
bave  ibe  title  of  fa^fW.  The  iMrksmeii,  or  [irindpal  tenanu,  are  named  by  their 
ftRitt,asKiBgBbur]{h,  rorrichatachio  ;  and  ihdr  wives  are  called  the  wi'trettot 
CBfrimigh,  the  f^Ufrtu  of  ComrlintArhin.  Having  ^iviii  this  rxplaiiation,  t 
ID  mt  Vbatj  to  utc  that  mode  of  speech  which  gmerally  prerula  i[i  ibe  niglw 
knds  and  the  Hehrldea. — Dohwet.L. 

*  (The  Editor  haifiol  bcm  ablr  («<  discover  that  the^r  words  have  any  dlfltml 
mtmaing  in  Scollat>d  frooi  that  attached  to  them  in  England. — Kd.] 

1  [Mr.  Boawell  doci  not  do  full  justice  to  Dr.  JohnMm,  when  b«  IcaTca  It  la 
Anbt,  wbether  ihii  was  not  muJ  (aa  turely  it  was)  in  a  spirit  of  jocuUrity. 
Johnion  Mcmi  to  hare  bad  a  icgaid  for  Fcunanl. — Ed>] 
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tomu*  with  his  jonmey,  retired  early  t»  his  chamber,  where 
he  composed  the  following  Ode,  addressed  to  Mrs. 
Thrale ' : 

"ODA. 

"  Pemuo  KmN,  ubi  nud«  nipes 
Sanu  mi*c«l  ncbulin  minan, 
ToTva  ubi  riilent  ttetilcA  colon) 

Ruralttbore^ 

'^  Prrva|p>r  ^rntn  homtnuni  feronjin*, 
Vim  iibl  niillo  tLiKvrmui  cuUu 
iiquallrl  infonnis,  lugudcjuc  TuniU 

f  irda  Ltteadu 

*'  rmer  emirb  ^alebrou  longit 
Inter  i^iDUc  mvphui  kiqacUr, 
(Juiil  oiudia  DM.-i'uiii,  qn'tA  u^At,  mjuirOr 
ThialU  du\tu  T 

"Urn  viri  curat  pla  mi|)Ui  mulecr, 
Seu  fovet  mucr  wbolcni  benign^, 
Sive  mni  Ijbm  novicatc  paMtC 

SeduU  rocniVR  t 

•*  Sil  itiemor  uoMri.  fiiUiijur  iitni'eti 
Siel  tidn  con>un>,  mcrltoquc  biBodDm 
Tbnli«  ducani  rntmare  nomen 

Uium  Skic 

•'  Soiptum  in  SkU,  tith  Sept.  1773." 

Tuesday,  Itk  September. — Dr.  Johnson  was  much  | 
plea8e<l  with  his  entertaJnineut  here.     There  werei 
many  good  books  in  the  house:  Hector  Hoethiiis  in 
Latin;  Cave's  Lives  of  the  Fathers;  Baker's  Chro- j 


>  [About  rmirlMii  yearnaincc,  I  UndnlinSky,  vitli  apulyorrrinMl»,«tidbad 
the  cuHuMiy  to  uk  what  «•■  the  tint  itka  on  v\rry  imh:**i  niiiul  at  laniliog.  All 
wuwarcd  trpamlcly  that  U  was  tlii*  Ode— Waltcs  Scott.I 

■  (Ciibboa  Mys  that  Iw  ruled  in^Hi-nf;/  under  the  obwiinty  of  a  Icsmtd 
lugoagc.  JatuiMni  mxnKt  in  have  donr  th<-  «'i>e  with  in/iriilUiiJr..  Surely, 
■Act  ihf  jocund  and  hotpltablc  Kcnc  wbich  wc  ha%-«  just  Icf^,  the  "  hornin—t 
Jtroruni,"  and  the  **  vUa  imlla  Jrcorata  cuitu,"  and  tbc  " tqHoiU-l  «i/t>i  n»i*,** 
n.lghl  haw  bom  K|ian.-d.  TUv  "  '^wtir  ttrrvitut  kniufla  "  in  iuiiiixii^  arid  not 
(ifli-naivc:  but  whatetrcr  mar  l>e  taid  of  thi:  hactor'*  graiitud*;  (a  hb  triawl*  in 
Sky,  the  cLuMical  tciitt  vriU  noii  have  fjiU-d  to  observe  how  much  hU  uue,  and 
erea  hb  [jatioitj,  hare  iin|inivcd  wncc  the  dayi  wf  ibr  ode  "  AJ  L'rbamtm," 
and  iht  cptgnou  to  SavagctaA  Elhu.  IIU  rcraca  *'  In  TAoitr<\"  and  them 
in  ttky  and  IJi  ladi  KcfUietli.  a^d  da«  «de  in  Mm.  Thrale  are.  if  the  Editor  amj 
vraiurc  to  |pve  Ma  opinion,  nmch  tnorc  nuiural  iu  their  UigD|{hta,  and  more 
clcg«ra  in  ihdr  cxpresaiona,  thjvi  his  culici  atinnpis  in  this  hne. — Eu.] 


innv  ^m 
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Dicle;  Jeremy  Collici-'s  Churcli  History;  Di.  John- Y^VT 
8on*s  small  Dictionary;  Oaufiird's  Officers  of  State, 
and  several  more : — a  niezzotinto  of  Mrs.  Brooks  the 
actress  (by  some  strange  chance  in  Sky';)  and  also  a 
print  of  Macdonald  of  Clanranflld^  ^vith  n  Latin  in- 
scription about  the  cruelties  tifter  tlie  '•wttle  of  Ciil- 
lodeii,  whicli  will  never  be  forgotten. 

It  was  a  very  wet  stormy  day;  we  were  therefore 
obliged  to  remain  here,  it  being  iniiKKJsible  to  cross 
the  sea  to  Rasay. 

I  employed  a  part  of  the  forenoon  in  writing  this 
joarual.  The  rest  of  it  was  somewhat  dreary,  from 
the  gloominess  of  the  weather,  and  the  uncertain 
etatc  wliicli  we  were  in,  as  wo  could  not  tell  bnt  it 
might  clear  np  every  hour.  Nothing  is  more  painful 
to  the  mind  than  a  state  of  suspense,  especially  when 
it  depends  upon  the  weather,  concerning  which  there 
can  he  so  little  caleulation.  As  Dr.  Johnson  said  <^ 
our  weariness  on  the  Monday  at  Aberdeen,  **  Sensa- 
tion is  sensation :"  Corrichatachin,  which  was  last 
flight  a  lios]>itahle  house,  was,  in  my  mind,  changed 
to-day  into  a  prison.  After  dinner  I  read  some  of 
Dr.  Macphersou's  "  Dis.sertatioiis  oti  the  Ancient 
C^edonians."  I  was  disgusted  by  the  unsatisfactory 
OHijectures  as  to  antiquity,  before  the  days  of  record. 
I  was  happy  when  tea  came.  Such,  I  take  it,  is  the 
stale  (rf"  those  who  live  in  the  country^  Meals  are 
wished  for  from  the  cravings  of  vacuity  of  mind,  as 
well  as  from  the  desire  of  eating.  I  was  hurt  to  find 
even  such  a  temporary  feebleness,  and  that  I  was  so 


•  [Mn.  Braolu's  father  wu  %  l^cotchman  of  the  nnmc  of  Wttaon. — Ku.) 

•  I  Mr.  BocVtU  fhonkt  huiv  no>II«i-t(  d,  thai  he  and  Dr.  Jnhniion  yren  prababty 
ihc  mij  penons  of  ihe  puny  who  hiul  nothing  to  iki.  A  nNinlry  gmilctmn** 
liiir  voulj  be  ml-erablc.  if  ht  h^  no  more  buBincfx  w  imrTc«l  in  ihc  locnc* 
tmtnd  limi  itwui  the  vmiuit  Df  n  fi-w  il.iyKai  a  dmiigrr'*  liiniw  cmn  liavn  M*Kln* 
MD  would  pmbably  tiittv  bccii  n-on,  uid  <*til>  nivir  rruoti,  rnuHifi  to  Bolt 
(.'oHrt  ilun  Jibuti  u.il  ItokWcU  were  a(  ComchaUKhto — Eii.| 


Ihtf  nbut  miat  man  wbo  15  efficient 
faippiaaK.  I  Mt  a  kind  of  lethargy  of 
I  Ai  DOl  cmt  myself  to  get  Dr.  Johnson 
i*  taSkf  that  I  ro^fat  not  hare  the  labour  of  writing 
hi*  coQToatioii.  He  inquired  here,  if  there 
MBj  RfikSiBB  of  the  SKOtMl  si^t.  Mr.  Mac- 
r  of  Slate,  said,  be  was  retole^i  not 
to  betiere  itt  becaiue  it  was  founded  on  no  principle. 
Johnson.  *'Tbefe  are  many  things  then,  whirh  we 
are  sure  are  true,  that  you  will  not  believe.  Wliat 
tHUHJytr  b  tbcffe,  why  a  loadstone  attracts  iron  ?  why 
pradnces  a  chicken  by  heat  ?  why  a  tree  ^ows 
when  the  Diitural  tendency  of  all  Uiings  is 
dMntwards?  Sir,  it  depends  upon  the  degree  of 
evidence  that  you  have."  Young  Mr.  M'Kiunon 
mentioned  one  M'Kenzie,  who  is  still  alive,  who  had 
often  fiinted  in  his  presence,  and  when  he  recovered, 
mentioDed  visions  which  bad  been  presented  to  him. 
He  told  Mr.  M'Kinnon,  that  at  such  a  place  he  should 
meet  a  funeral,  and  that  such  and  such  |)euple  would 
l»e  the  bearers,  naming  four;  and  three  weeks  after- 
wards he  saw  what  M'Kenzie  liad  predicted.  The 
naming  the  rer)*  spot  in  a  country  vrhere  a  funeral 
comes  a  long  way,  and  the  very  people  as  hearers, 
when  there  are  so  many  out  of  whom  a  choice  may 
be  made,  seems  extraordinary.  Wc  should  have  sent 
for  M*Kenzie,  bad  we  not  been  informed  that  he 
could  speak  no  English.  Besides,  the  facts  were  not 
related  with  sufficient  accuracy, 

Mrs.  M'Kinnuii,  who  is  a  daughter  of  old  Kings- 
burgh  [a  Macdonald],  told  us  that  her  father  was 
one  day  riding  in  Sky,  and  some  women,  who  were 
at  work  in  a  field  on  the  side  of  the  road,  said  to  him, 
they  had  beard  two  ta'tschs  (that  is,  two  voices  of 
persons  abput  to  die),  and  what  was  remarkable,  one 
of  them  was  an  Ktiglish  ta'tsch,  wliich  they  never 


I 


I 


» 


heard  hpfore.     When  he  retumed,  he  at  that  very  Tn..rio 
place  met  two  funerals,  and  one  of  them  was  that  of 
a  wuuiari   wlio  tiad  come  from  the  main  land,  and 
could  sjM'ak  only  English.    'I'his,  she  remarked,  made 
a  great  impression  upon  her  father. 

How  bH  the  people  here  were  lodged*  I  know  not« 
It  was  partly  done  by  separatinj^  man  and  wife,  and 
putting  a  number  of  men  in  one  room,  and  of  women 
in  another. 

H^et/nesdai/,  BtJt  Septeviber. — \\Tien  I  waked,  tlie 
rain  was  much  heavier  than  yesterday  ;  but  the  wind 
had  abated.  By  breakfast,  the  day  was  better,  and 
in  a  little  while  it  was  calm  and  clear.  I  felt  my 
spirits  much  elated.  'J'lie  propriety  of  the  exprcBsioni 
"///<?  xtnmhine  of  the  breast\''  now  struck  me  with 
peculiar  force;  for  the  brilliant  rays  penetrated  into 
my  very  soul.  AVe  were  all  in  bett^'r  Innnour  than 
before.  Mrs.  M*Kinnon,  with  unaffected  hospitality 
and  politeness,  cxprcsse<l  her  happiiic^  in  having 
such  company  in  her  house,  ami  appeared  to  under* 
stand  and  relish  Dr.  Joluison's  conversation,  as  in- 
deed all  the  company  seemed  to  do.  When  I  knew 
she  was  old  Kittgsburf^h*ii  daughter,  I  did  not  wonder 
at  the  good  api>earance  whidi  she  made. 

She  talked  as  if  her  husband  and  family  would 
emigrate,  rather  than  be  oppressed  by  their  landlord'; 
and  said,  "  how  agreeable  would  it  be,  if  these  gen- 
tlemen should  come  in  upon  us  when  we  are  in 
America."  Somebody  observed  that  vSir  Alexander 
Alacdouald  was  always  frightened  at  sea.  Johnson. 
** He  is  frightened  at  sea;  and  his  tenants  are 
frightened  when  he  comes  to  land." 

'  (Omy'i  "  Ode  on  the  ProTWcl  «f  Eton  College."    It  mty  I 
dut  DO  port  )w%  in  proportion  lo  the  (guAiKiiji  itf  m»  work*,  wt 

•am  which,  bjr  their  frliritjr,  hnrc  bt<ronic  pnimtHsl,  U  (tray.     He  tlu 
little,  but  hk  line*  m  In  cvoy  mouih,  and  Wl  from  cvi-ry  pciL — En.J 
*  [Sir  Atcxuider  Maedoiudd I'^it.] 


We  laiHcd  t*  set  ovt  directly  after  breakfast. 
We  had  afcott  tw  ailcs  to  ride  to  the  sea  side,  and 
expected  to  get  ooe  ui  the  boats  belonging 

;  then  on  the  coast, 
«r  at  kas  a  good,  tamuiiy  fishing-boat  But  while 
■e  wse  ptcporiBg  to  set  oat,  there  arrived  a  man 
vitk  ifae  iafcloviH^  card-  frran  the  Reverend  Mr. 

-*-  ICr-  M-Qaw'*  cnMpiiraeiiti  to  Mr.  Boswell,  and  begs 
tint,  fiarii^  the  want  of  a  proper  boat, 
t^jeArdaT,  mi^t  have  caused  a  stop,  be 
miA  yimeyimdmUmmE'  carriage,  to  onn- 
jod  Dr.  J«Ibm(mi  to  Rssay,  where  tbey  will  meet  with 
wbere  Madeod,  being  m  a  visit, 
tkn-i 

TUs  card  vas  most  ^leeable ;  it  was  a  prologue 
to  that  bcspctabie  and  tmlr  polite  reception  which 
vif  luccd  at  Rasar.  In  a  little  while  arrived  Mr. 
Donald  M'Queen  himself;  a  decent  minister,  an 
eUerty  man  with  his  own* black  hair,  courteous,  and 
rather  slow  of  speech,  iKit  candid,  sensible,  and  well 
informed,  nay  learned.  Along  with  him  came,  as 
our  fHktt.  a  gentleman  whom  J  had  a  great  desire  to 
s«e.  Mr.  Malcolm  Macleod,  one  of  the  Rasay  family, 
celetKated  in  the  year  1745-6.  He  was  now  sixty- 
two  years  of  age,  hale,  and  well-proportioned, — with 
a  manly  countenance,  tanned  by  the  weather,  yet 
having  a  ruddiness  in  his  cheeks,  over  a  great  part 


*  [  Boats  wfucli  liihed  oBder  the  encouragement  of  a  (twic/y. — Ed.] 

«  (What  i>  Dov  ca&cd  a  mete  was,  at  the  period  at  which  Mr.  Boawdl  wiote^ 
freqnoitlT  called  a  emrd. — Ed.) 

>  The  Hi^iland  cxpiesaion  for  Land  of  Raaa; Boswell.     [Meanhig 

'^  /Jk  MH  0f  tkf  pomth,  rci^>K,"~-tfae  ascestm  of  this  branch  haTiog  been,  no 
doubt,  in  htt  day  dcaigiuted  as  '*  joung  Colia  Macleod." — Eo.] 

«  [ Wig«  were,  at  ihb  period,  stUl  generally  worn ;  a  fuhioo  at  whjdi  posterity 
will  woDdcr,  as  we  now  do,  at  the  fxceu  of  the  &shion,  as  exhibited  in  the 
tucturta  of  Ldy  and  KikUct.  We  can  hudly  reconcile  oureelvcs  to  **  a  yel- 
lowish, buihy  wig"  u  part  of  the  costume  of  ^'a  perfect  Highland  gentleman." 
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of  which  his  rough  heard  extended.  His  eye  was  Tour  w 
quick  and  lively,  yet  his  look  was  not  fierce,  but  he 
appeared  at  once  firm  and  good-humouivd.  lie  wore  _ 
a  pair  of  brogues;  tartan  hose  which  cnme  up  only 
near  to  his  knees,  and  left  them  bare ;  a  purjde  cam- 
blet  kilt';  a  black  waistcoat;  a  short  green  cloth  coat 
bound  with  gold  cord  ;  a  yellowish  husliy  wig ;  a 
large  blue  bonnet  with  a  gold  thread  button.  I  never 
saw  a  figure  that  gave  a  more  perfi?ct  representation 
of  a  Highland  gentleman.  I  wished  much  to  have  a 
picture  of  hiui  just  a»  lie  was.  I  foiuid  him  frank 
and  polite,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word. 

The  good  family  at  Corrichatachiii  said  they  hoped 
to  see  us  on  our  return,  ^^'e  rode  down  to  the  shore ; 
but  Malcohn  walked  with  graceful  agility. 

We  got  into  Ritsaifs  carriage,  which  was  a  good 
strong  open  boat  made  ju  Nonvay.  The  wind  had  now 
risen  pretty  high,  and  was  against  us;  but  we  had 
four  stout  rowers,  particularly  a  Macleod.  a  robust, 
black-haired  fellow,  half  naked,  and  bare-headed, 
something  iK-lween  a  wild  Indian  and  an  English 
tar,  Ur.  Johnson  sat  high  on  the  stern,  like  a  mag- 
nificent Triton.  Malcolm  sung  an  Erse  song-»  the 
chorus  of  which  was  "  Ilaitjin  foam  foam  eri"  with 
words  of  his  own.  The  tune  resendded  "  Oirr  the 
mu'tr  aman^  the  henther.^^  The  boatmen  and  Mr. 
M'Queen  chorused,  and  all  went  well.  At  length 
Malcolm  himself  took  an  oar,  and  rowed  vigorously. 
\Xc  sailed  along  the  coast  of  Scalpa,  a  rugged 
island,  about  four  miles  in  length.  Ur.  .Fohnson 
proposed  that  he  and  I  stiould  buy  it,  and  found  a 
good  school,  and  an  episcopal  church  (Malcolm  said 


•  {A  jnifflf  citmltt  kill To  crikic  dir  law  ■fcalnst  lb«  uitin  drta»,  ihe 

Ui^Mdi  Qtcd  w  djc  ihcir  variegated  plAbls  And  kilo  into  blue,  gnea,  0(  an/ 
ilBf^Mlout. — Waltei  Scott. 1 

*  I8ee;>art,  Slh  OcL  1^3,    a  InoBlaiion  of  thiatvag— £d-1 


\  lad  IttTe  ■  printiiig-press, 
afl  the.Ene  that  could  be 


It  stzvck  with  our  long  pro- 
4C  T^d^  die  Hefandes  being  rulized. 
K.  "^We  aie  cmitradmg  with  seas;" 
dbe  vards  of  one  of  his  letters  to 
'  said  he:  aad  though  the  wind 
wA  caaadaahly  upon  ns,  he  was  not 
Afto-  TC  woe  oat  of  the  shelter  of 
ike  sooad  betvcen  it  and  Rasay,  which 
eag«e.  the  wind  made  the  sea  very 
like  it  \  JoHXsox.  "  This  now 
s  ^  A^Kkk.  If  I  should  tdl  at  a  tea-toble  in 
Lb*inJkB.  thtf  1  have  crossed  the  Atlantick  in  an  open 
W«L  htm  tfer'd  ladder,  and  vfaat  a  fool  they'd 
desk  me  to  expose  myself  to  socfa  danger!"  He 
t&oi  lepeafted  Horace's  ode, 

-  |.>^i^  £rjK  npc  is  paiOKi 

la  the  coofo^ioo  and  hnrrr  of  this  boisterous  sail, 
Dr.  Ji?hikwa'$  spors^  of  which  Joseph  had  charge, 
wiv  carried  orierbcard  into  the  sea,  and  lost  This 
«:«$  the  first  misfixtune  that  had  befallen  us.  Dr. 
John^w  wts  a  little  angry  at  first,  observing  that 
■*  there  was  f«niething  wild  in  letting  a  pair  of  spurs 
be  carried  into  the  s«a  out  of  a  boat  ;**  but  then  be 
rvmarkcxi.  **  that,  as  Janes  the  naturalist  had  said  ^ 
upon  losing  his  pocket-book,  it  was  rather  an  incon- 
YYuience  than  a  loss."  He  told  us,  be  now  recol- 
lected that  he  dreamt  the  night  before,  that  he  put 


>  [The  R^[hlaDd«n  wnc  iH  well  ioclined  to  the  episcopaluui  farm,  pnmto 
ihu  die  ri^i  timg  waa  pnTed  Air.  I  sappow  Mikofan  meant  to  say,  I  wUI  come 
to  nur  dranli  bccanM  yoaaicAoiu-Jf  f<Jk;  ti^  Jacobttn. — Walter  Scott.] 

*  [jolmsan,  in  his  letto*  to  Mn.  Thiale,  intunates  that  Mr.  Boawell  wai  a 
tinud  milar. — Ed.1 

■  [Ptofaably  at  ibeii  Rcent  meetu^  at  Aimidale,  &c  anU,  9d  SepL— Ed.] 
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bis  staff  iuto  a  river,  and  chanced  to  let  it  go,  and  it  ^^f^V" 
was  canied  down  the  stream  and  lost.  "So  now  you 
see  (said  he)  that  I  have  lost  my  spurs;  and  this 
story  is  better  tlian  many  of  those  which  we  have 
concerning  second  sight  and  dreams."  Mr.  M'Queen 
said  he  did  not  believe  the  second  sight ;  that  he 
never  met  with  any  well-attested  iusLnnt'es ;  and  if 
be  should,  he  should  impute  them  to  chance ;  be- 
cause all  who  pretend  to  that  quality  often  fail  in 
tlieir  predictions,  though  they  take  a  great  scope, 
and  sometimes  interpret  literally,  sometimes  figura- 
tively, so  as  to  suit  the  events.  He  told  us  that, 
since  he  came  to  be  minister  of  the  parish  where  he 
now  is,  the  belief  of  witchcraft,  or  charms,  was  very 
common,  insomuch  that  he  had  many  prosecutions 
before  his  session  (the  parochial  ecclesiastical  court) 
against  women,  for  having  by  these  means  carried 
off  the  milk  from  people's  cows.  He  disregarded 
them  ;  and  there  is  not  now  the  least  vestige  of  that 
superstition.  He  preached  against  it ;  and  in  order 
to  give  a  strong  proof  to  the  ])eo|>le  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it,  he  said  from  the  pulpit,  that  ever)-  wo- 
man in  the  parish  was  welcome  to  take  the  niilk  from 
his  cows,  provided  she  did  not  touch  them'. 

Dr.  Johnson  asked  him  as  to  Fingal.  He  s;iid  he 
could  rei>eat  some  passages  in  the  original,  that  he 
heard  his  grandfatlier  had  a  copy  of  it ;  but  tliat  lie 
could  not  affirm  that  Ossiau  composed  all  that  poem 
as  it  is  now  published.  This  came  pretty  much  to 
what  Dr.  Johnson  had  maintained' ;  though  he  goes 
farther,  and  contends  that  it  is  no  better  than  such 


>  [Suefa  tptik  tic  atiU  bclicrcd  in.  A  Udjr  of  piopcity  in  .Mull,  t  rricnd  of 
i^M^  bad  m  few  f^a*  *inec  murh  difficulty  in  rcKuing  (torn  the  «u]x-nlitiou> 
faiy  of  (lie  people  ma  old  womui,  who  utcda  c/uirm  to  injure  hcrr  r.ct^tbour's 
eras.  It  b  Qov  in  mr  poncAskm,  uud  connaU  of  fothm,  pnrirgs  of  lunii, 
faak^md  such  likr  truh,  irrapt  in  m  lump  nf  rUy—— Waltek  Scott.  | 

*  [Thia  »ectD*  Uic  couuuon  miuc  of  Uiis  once  turioui  oonirovctvy.— -Waltem 
Scott.] 


t  s?  c^nl  wBmK  firani  tbe  stHcif  of 
s  >»  ST.  tfat,  empt  a  few  pas- 
.  "Sas^  s  mcamc  tradr  ancscHt  bat  tbe  names 
p^  -drie  TuffiCHiiifc       Ifr.  MH^necn  alleged 
Snnsr  -kv  aodf  «p  «f  Aeteched  fi^meots. 
■^iftiiHuir  dgmat  Mb:  ihiiiiiaj^  llnl  illudLiLii 
3^BLly.  sod  ^kM  5««  cosld  noC  put  a 
Hmt  MC  4C  ib  place ;  and  he  believed 
ne  ^nne  sdeV  W  sod  «f  the^  Odrsn-. 

?^  juui'jtji  tj'  RaoT  was  wfr  pleasiiig.  We 
asa  be9R*  is  a  ^  ilfaS  bar,  veil  ddended  by  a 
vny  C3«fc  :  a  gwaJ  firly  vaosian :  a  fine  Teidure 
admc  X.  «5^  a  i— s'lflrTtdr  anmbcr  of  trees ;  and 
beymi  x  xdlff  ^id  »waiaing  ia  giadation  of  wild- 
BSK.  Ote-  beoDDs  <B^  aritb  gnat  spirit  Dr. 
^ittmwa  cteenvd.  Aat  naval  mnadc  was  rery  an- 
As  w  case  arar  the  sfacve,  the  singing  of 
T'rm!S%  «as  safcnnied  Ik-  that  of  reapers,  who 
bttfT  at  vork,  and  who  seemed  to  shoot  as 
as  to  ^ag.  while  tbey  worked  with  a  bounding 
xtrrirr.  Jc5t  a$  we  landed,  I  ofaserred  a  cross,  or 
mbo-  tbf  milk;  d  one,  npon  a  rock,  which  had  to 
Be  a  piRksiv  vvsttge  of  religioD.  I  peiceired  a  large 
cvcspftny  coming  cut  from  the  house.  We  met  them 
a$  ve  v^zlkcd  up.  There  were  R4uay  himself;  his 
hntber  Dr.  Marieod;  his  nephew  tbe  Laird  of 
M'Kinnon:  the  Laird  of  Madeod ;  Colonel  Macleod 
d  Talrs^er.  an  officer  in  the  Dutch  service,  a  very 
genteel  man.  and  a  faithful  branch  of  the  fomily ; 
Air.  Macleod  of  MuiraTenside,  best  known  by  the 
name  €^  Sandie  Macleod,  who  was  long  in  exile  on 
account  of  the  part  which  he  took  in  1745;  and 
several  other  persons.  We  were  welcomed  upon  the 
green,  and  conducted  into  the  house,  where  we  were 
introduced  to  Lady  Rasay,  who  was  surrounded  by  a 
numerous  family,  consisting  of  three  sons  and  ten 
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daughters '.  Tlie  Laird  of  Rasay  is  a  sensible,  polite.  Tour  to 
and  most  hospitable  geutleiiiaii.  [  was  told  that  his 
island  of  Rasay,  and  that  of  Rona  (from  wtiich  the 
eldest  son  of  the  family  has  his  title),  and  a  consi- 
derable extent  of  land  which  he  has  in  Sky,  do  not 
altogether  yield  him  a  ver}  large  revenue  ' ;  and  yet 
lie  livfs  in  great  splenduur ;  and  so  far  is  he  from 
distressing  his  people,  that,  iu  the  present  rage  for 
emigration,  not  a  man  has  left  his  estate. 

It  was  past  six  o'clock  when  we  arrived.  Some 
excellent  brandy  wus  served  round  immediately,  ac- 
ooidiug  to  the  custom  of  the  Highlands,  where  a 
dram  is  generally  taken  every  day.  They  call  it  a 
«r»/r/r.  On  a  side-board  was  placed  for  ua,  who  had 
come  off  the  sea,  a  substantial  dinner,  and  a  variety 
of  wines.  Then  we  had  coffee  and  tea.  I  observed 
in  tlie  room  several  elegantly  bouml  books  and  other 
marks  of  improved  life.  Soon  afterwards  a  fiddler 
appeared,  and  a  little  ball  began.  Rnsay  himself 
danced  with  as  much  spirit  as  any  man,  and  Malcolm 
bounded  like  a  roe.  Handle  Macleod,  who  has  at 
times  an  excessive  flow  of  spirits,  and  had  it  now, 
was,  in  his  days  of  absconding,  known  by  the  name 
of  M^Cruslick^^  which  it  seems  was  the  designation 

*  ( **  Wc  «crc."  tsjn  Juhiuou.  "  iutrtxluced  into  ihc  bouK,  wbtch  one  of  tlit 
nmtfwn^  oUol  the  *  Court  at  Jttutii)-,'  wilb  poHteneM  which  not  the  Cimrt  of 
TfrmiUrt  could  Iwvc  thought  dcfix-tji-o."  Lett.  vol.  i.  p.  ll)3 — V.t>.\ 

*  [JohoMn  M]r«,  '■'•  The  money  which  Rfua^  niMS  >'r»ni  all  hi)  domLnlons, 
«kn  canCain,  »t  lawi,  !>%  Uu>u.-uinil  m-kk,  1«  not  beUeved  to  cxctsol  TMU  \  bul 
H  be  knfM  B  lvg«  fuin  in  his  own  luinil*,  he  sella  every yrnrAfjcrcui  number  of 
rattk,  which  Adda  lo  hi»  ivvcnuc  :  BDd  hu  table  U  fumUhctl  frvm  tbc  hnn  and 
A*B  ibe  va  wiih  vny  liitlL-cx|iciiiiL-,  cki'qit  for  ihMe  thin|t>  which  ibi*  cHunoy 
dea  not  prodaw.  ant)  of  iIkwc  hv  \s  very  l^Wnl.  The  wine  drrulaui  libcnHf, 
■ad  ibe  left,  oolie,  aiMl  chocoUic,  bowcTci  Uwy  art  got,  ate  always  a(  hand." 
UtL  rol  i.  p.  U2._Kii.| 

» [ Alexander itladcod, nl' MutraveRtide,  advocate,  became! nttrenidy  obnos ioui 
to  gfractniiirni  hy  his  iealiruti  penonal  dlbrcs  to  engage  hia  chirf,  Macln>d.  aikd 
MMdno&ld  or^ky.  in  thr  (^icvatitT*4  HKnupt  of  \^\ty.  llud  he  nuceei-drtl,  it 
mmU  have  adJod  oiK'thlnl  at  least  lo  (he  jacubiic  anny.  Ikiswi-U  han  oddly 
docribrd  M'Crtitiiil,,  the  Mng  who*e  tiaxne  waji  cnnfcrrcd  upon  ttiis  g«ntle- 
jtf  asCDeilung  betwixt  Protnin  and  Don  (JiiisoCc  h  i%  the  lunie  of  a 
of  aMljj,  or  etprii  Jbl^t,  a  son  of  mountain  Puck  oi  hobcotiUn,  *ten 
ibc  vildf  ann  nwmlains,  aa  ihc  old  Highlanders  believed,  comeiimM 
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Tour  to  of  a  kind  of  \\'ild  inau  in  the  Highlands,  something 
between  Proteus  and  Don  Quixote ;  and  so  he  wa& 
called  here.  He  made  much  jovial  noise.  Dr.  John- 
80U  was  so  delighted  with  this  scene,  that  he  said,  "  I 
know  not  how  we  shall  get  awaj-."  It  entertained 
me  to  observe  hira  sitting  by,  while  we  danced,  some- 
times in  deep  meditation,  sometimes  smiling  com- 
placently, sometimes  looking  upon  Hooke's  Roman 
History,  and  sometimes  talking  a  little,  amidst  the 
noise  of  the  ball,  to  Mr.  Donald  M'Queeu,  who  anxi- 
ously gathered  knowledge  from  him.  He  was  pi 
with  M'Queeu,  and  said  to  me,  "  This  is  a  critical 
man,  sir.  There  nmst  Ije  great  vigour  of  mind  to 
make  him  cultivate  learning  so  much  in  the  Isle  of 
Sky.  where  he  might  do  without  it.  It  is  wonderful 
how  many  of  the  new  puhliealious  he  has.  There 
must  be  a  snatch  of  every  opiwrtunity."  Mr. 
M*Queen  told  me  that  his  brother  (who  is  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  family  following  each  other  a» 
ministers  of  the  parish  of  Snlzort)  and  be  joined  to- 
gether, and  bought  from  time  to  time  such  books  as 
had  reputation.  Soon  after  we  came  in,  a  black  cock 
and  gray  ben,  which  had  been  shot,  were  shown,  with 
their  feathers  on.  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  never  seea  M 
that  species  of  bird  before,  ^^'e  had  a  company  of  ™ 
tliirty  at  sup])er ;  and  all  was  good  humour  and  gaiety> 
without  intemperance. 

Thursday^  ^tk  Septeinher. — At  breakfast  this 
moiTiing,  among  a  profusion  of  other  things,  there 
were  oat-cakes,  made  of  what  is  called  graddaned 
meal,  that  is,  meal  made  of  grain  separated  from  the 
husks,  and  toasted  by  fire,  instead  of  being  threshed 
and  kiln-dried.  This  seems  to  be  bad  management, 
as  so  much  fodder  is  consumed  by  it.     Mr.  M'Queen 
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latnhful,  MinctiniGa  mbchievocis-     Alexander  Mftdcod'a  precarioua  mode  of 
Ufc,  tod  vifUble ipLiiu,  occMioncd  ihc  tvubri^ud. — W' alter  Scott.) 
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however  defended  it,  by  saying,  that  it  is  doing  the  Toot  to 
thing  much  quicker,  as  one  operation  effects  what  is 
otherwise  done  by  two.  His  chief  reason  however 
was,  that  the  servants  in  Sky  arc,  according  to  him, 
a  faithless  pack,  and  steal  what  they  can ;  so  that 
much  is  saved  by  the  corn  passing  but  once  through 
their  hands,  as  at  each  time  they  pilfer  some.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  the  f^rmhhmng  is  a  strong  proof 
of  the  laziness  of  the  Ilighlanden^,  who  will  rather 
make  fire  act  for  them,  at  the  expense  of  fodder, 
than  labour  themselves.  There  was  also,  what  1 
canDot  help  disliking  at  breakfast,  cheese :  it  is  the 
cuKtom  over  all  the  Highlands  to  have  it;  and  it 
often  smells  very  strong,  and  poisons  to  a  certain  de- 
gree the  elegance  of  an  Indian  repast '.  The  day  was 
bowery;  however,  Rattaij  and  I  took  a  walk,  and  had 
■cnne  cordial  conversation.  I  conceived  a  more  than 
ordinary  regard  for  this  worthy  gentleman.  His 
family  has  possessed  this  island  above  four  hundred 
years.  It  is  the  remains  of  the  estate  of  Macleod  of 
Lewis,  whom  he  represents.  When  we  rctvirned. 
Dr.  Johnson  walked  with  us  to  see  the  old  chapel. 
He  was  in  fine  spirits.  He  said,  '*  This  is  truly  the 
patriarchal  life:  this  is  what  we  came  to  find." 

After  dinner,  M'Cru.t/irl;  Maltohn,  and  I,  went 
out  with  guns,  to  try  if  we  could  find  any  black-cock: 
bat  we  had  no  sport,  owing  to  a  heavy  rain.  I  saw 
here  what  is  called  a  Danish  fort.  Our  evening  was 
passed  as  last  night  was.  One  of  our  company  °.  I  was 
told,  had  hurt  himself  by  too  much  study,  particu- 
larly of  infidel  metaphysicians,  of  which  he  gave  a 
proof,  ou  second  sight  being  mentioned.     He  imme- 


•  [Mr.  Boiwell  forgru  tl»t  (here  wctv  brcmkfwts  brfore  the  Itdian  luxuriw 
U  l£s  aod  Higu  had  been  incrodund — £o.1 
■  I  ProUbljr  Tftliskcr,  iiho  bntl  Uxn  ■  good  deal  Bbrnul — Walteb  ScoTT-l 
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Tourto  iliately  retailwl  some  of  the  fallacious  argiinients  of 
V^oltaire  and  Hume  against  miracles  in  general.  In- 
fidelity in  a  Highland  gentleman  appeared  to  rac 
peculiarly  offensive.  I  was  sorry  fur  him,  as  be  had 
otherwise  a  good  eliaraeter.  I  told  Dr.  Juhiisun  that 
he  had  studied  himself  into  infidelity.  Johnson, 
"  Then  he  must  study  himself  out  of  it  again ;  that 
is  the  way.     Drinking  largely  will  sober  him  again.** 

Kr'uUtijy  10/A  Septetidwr. — Having  resolved  to  ex- 
plore the  island  of  Knsny,  which  could  be  done  only 
on  foot,  I  la.st  night  obtained  ray  fellow-traveller's 
permission  to  leave  him  for  a  day,  he  being  unable  to 
take  so  hardy  a  walk.  Old  Mr.  Malcolm  Macleod, 
who  had  obligingly  promised  to  accompany  me,  was 
at  my  bedside  between  five  and  six.  I  sprang  up  im- 
mediately, and  he  and  I,  attended  by  two  other  gentle- 
men, traversed  the  country  during  tlie  whole  of  this 
day.  'J'hougli  we  had  ]>a8Ke(l  over  not  less  than  four- 
and-twenty  miles  of  very  nigged  ground,  and  had  a 
Highland  dance  on  the  top  of  Dun  Can,  the  highest 
moimtain  in  the  island,  we  returned  in  the  evening 
not  at  all  fatigued,  and  piqued  ourselves  at  not  being 
outdone  at  the  nightly  ball  by  our  less  active  friends, 
who  had  remained  at  home. 

My  survey  of  Kasay  did  not  furnish  much  which 
caii  interest  my  readers;  I  shall  therefore  put  into  as 
short  a  compass  as  I  can  the  observations  upon  It, 
which  I  find  registered  in  my  journal.  It  is  about 
fifteen  English  miles  long  and  four  broad.  On  the 
south  side  is  the  laird's  family  seat,  situated  on  a 
pleasing  low  spot.  The  old  tower  of  three  stories, 
mentioned  by  Martin,  was  taken  down  soon  after 
1746,  and  a  modern  house  supplies  its  place.  There 
ore  very  good  grass-fields  and  corn-lands  about  it, 
well-dressed.     I  observed,  howevt 
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closures,  except  a  goo«l   garden   plentifully  stot'ked  ^'"M"' 
wit}]  vegetables,  and  strawberries,  raspberries,  cur- 
rants, &c. 

On  one  of  llie  rocks  just  where  we  landed,  which 
arc  not  higli,  tlirre  is  rndely  carded  a  square,  with  a 
rnicifix  in  the  middle.  Mere,  it  is  .said,  the  Lairds 
of  Rasay,  in  old  times,  used  to  offer  up  their  devotions. 
I  could  not  approach  the  f^pot,  without  a  ji^tcful 
recollection  of  the  event  commemorated  by  this 
Kvnibol. 

A  little  from  the  shore,  westward,  is  a  kind  of  sub- 
terraneous house,  'i'liere  has  been  a  natural  fissure, 
or  separation  of  the  rock,  running  towards  the  sea, 
irhicb  has  been  roofed  over  with  long  sloncs,  and 
abo^e  them  turf  has  been  laitl.  In  that  place  the 
inhabitants  used  to  keep  their  oars.  There  are  a 
nunilter  of  trees  near  the  house,  wliich  glow  well ; 
«oine  of  them  of  a  pretty  good  size.  They  are  mostly 
plane  and  ash.  A  little  to  the  west  of  tlie  lumse  is 
an  old  ruinous  chapel,  unroofed,  which  never  has 
been  »er)'  curious.  We  here  saw  some  human  bones 
of  an  uncommon  size.  Tlicre  was  a  heel-bone,  in 
particular,  which  Dr.  Macleod  sjiid  was  such,  that  if 
the  foot  was  in  proportion,  it  must  have  been  twenty- 
seven  inches  long.  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  look  at 
the  Imnes.  He  started  back  from  them  with  a  striking 
appearance  of  horrour'.  Mr.  M'Queen  told  us,  it 
was  formerly  much  the  custom,  in  these  isles,  to  have 
human  bones  lying  above  grounti,  especially  in  the 
iviudows  of  churches^  On  the  south  of  the  chapel  is 


*  (IrfRil  Suiwdl  iuforuK  tlK  editor,  th«i  on  ilu-  road  fn>tn  NcwcmiIc  tn  Rff- 
tridt.  Dr.  Johnion  Ar.d  he  (lauril  a  cocut^c.  ki  the  cntmncc  at  vhich  w.-met 
up  twa  aflJicMc  grcnl  bone*  of  ihc  wlialr.  wliirli  »rv  not  uiiffM)Ui:litly  Ktn  In 
nwilimc  dbmcu.  .l^n»on  cxpn.-)«.-d  gicnf  liorror  ni  the  nif^hl  tt(  iheK  baDM( 
■ad  colled  the  propte,  who  could  use  sUftt  iJics  i>f  inoriality  »■  w  nmamcnt, 
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Toot  w  tlic  faniiW  buiying-pUce.  Above  the  door,  on  the 
last  end  of  it,  is  a  ftmall  bust  or  image  of  the  \'irgin 
War)',  carved  ui>on  a  stone  wliich  makes  ]»art  of  the 
wall.  There  is  do  church  upon  the  island.  It  is 
annexed  to  one  of  the  parishes  of  SIty ;  and  the 
minister  comes  and  preaches  either  in  Ka^a^'s  iiouse, 
or  some  other  house,  on  certain  Sundays.  I  couhl 
not  but  value  the  family  seat  more,  for  having  even 
the  ruins  of  a  chajwl  close  to  it.  There  was  some- 
thing comfortable  in  tlie  thought  of  being  so  near  a 
piece  of  consecrated  ground.  Dr.  Johnson  said.  "  I 
look  with  reverence  upon  every  place  that  has  been 
set  apart  for  religion ;"  and  he  kept  off  his  hat  while 
he  was  within  the  walls  of  the  ch;ii)el. 

The  eight  crosses,  which  Martin  mentions  as  py- 
ramids for  deceased  ladies,  stood  in  a  semicircular 
line,  which  contaiiie<l  within  it  the  cha]>el.  They 
marked  out  the  boundaries  of  the  sacred  territory 
within  which  an  asylum  was  to  he  had.  One  of 
tbeui,  which  we  observed  upon  our  landing,  made 
the  first  point  of  the  semicircle.  There  are  few  of 
them  now  remaining.  A  good  way  farther  north, 
there  is  a  row  of  buildings  about  four  feet  high  :  they 
run  from  the  shore  on  the  east  along  the  top  of  a 
pretty  high  eminence,  and  so  do\Mi  to  the  shore  on 
the  west,  in  nnieh  the  same  direction  with  the  crosses. 
Rajtaij  took  them  to  be  the  marks  for  the  asylum  ;  but 
Malcolm  thought  them  to  be  falst;  sentinels,  a  common 
deception,  of  which  instances  occur  in  Martin,  to 
make  invaders  imagine  an  island  better  guarded. 
Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  justly,  in  my  opinion,  supposed 
the  crosses  which  form  the  inner  circle  to  be  the 
church's  landmarks. 

The  south  end  of  the  island  is  much  covered  with 
large  stones  or  rocky  strata.  The  laird  has  enclosed 
and  planted  part  of  it  with  firs,  and  he  showed  me  a 
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considerable  space  marked  out  for  additional  planta-  T«ur » 
tions. 

Dun  Can  is  a  mountain  three  computed  miles  from 
the  laird's  house.  'J'he  ascent  to  it  is  by  consecutive 
risings,  if  that  expression  may  be  used  when  valleys 
inter\-ene,  so  tliat  there  is  but  a  short  rise  at  once; 
but  it  is  cvrlainly  very  hi^jh  alwve  the  sea.  The 
pulm  of  altitude  is  disputed  for  by  the  people  of 
Rasay  and  those  of  Sky;  the  former  contending  for 
Dun  Can,  the  latter  for  the  mountains  in  Sky,  over 
against  it.  WV*  went  up  the  t*ast  side  of  Dun  Can 
pretty  easily.  It  is  mostly  rocks  all  around,  the 
points  of  uhich  hem  the  sununit  of  it.  f^ailors,  to 
whom  it  was  a  goo*!  object  as  they  jmss  along,  call 
It  Rasay*s  cap.  Jiefore  we  reached  this  mountain, 
we  passed  by  two  lakes.  Of  the  first,  Malcolm  told 
me  a  strange  fabulous  tradition  He  said,  there 
wus  a  wild  l>east  in  it,  a  sea-horse,  which  came  and 
devoured  a  man's  daughter ;  upon  which  the  man 
lighted  a  great  fire,  and  h.td  a  sow  roasted  at  it,  the 
smell  of  which  attracted  the  monster.  In  the  Hre 
was  put  n  Bpit.  The  man  lay  concealed  behind  a 
low  wall  of  loose  stones,  and  he  had  an  avenue  fonue<l 
for  the  monster,  with  two  rows  of  large  fiat  stones, 
which  extended  from  the  fire  over  the  summit  of  the 
hill,  till  it  reached  the  side  of  the  loch.  The  monster 
came,  and  the  man  witli  the  red-hot  spit  destroyed  it. 
Malcolm  showed  me  tlie  little  hiding-place  and  the 
rows  of  stones.  He  did  not  hiugli  when  lie  told  this 
titory.  I  recollect  having  seen  in  the  Scots  Magazine, 
several  years  ago,  a  iK>em  Ujwn  a  similar  tale,  perhaps 
the  same,  translated  from  the  Erse,  or  Irish,  ca)le<l 
"  Albiu  and  the  Daughter  of  Mey'." 

There  is  a  large  tract  of  laud,  possesswl  as  a  com- 
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Tour  t»  nion,  in  Rasay.     They  have  no  reeulations  as  to  the 

llcbnd.  1  c  1  • 

niunber  of  cattle ;  every  man  puts  upon  U  as  many 
as  he  chooses.  From  I>un  Can  northwarfl,  till  you 
reach  the  other  end  of  tiic  island,  there  is  much  good 
natural  pasture,  luiencutnbered  by  stones.  We  passed 
over  a  spot  which  is  appropriatt^d  for  the  exercising- 
ground.  In  1745,  a  Iiundred  fighting  men  Txere  re- 
I'iewwl  here,  as  Malcolm  told  me,  who  was  one  of  the 
officers  that  led  them  to  the  field.  They  returnetl 
home  all  but  about  fourteen.  What  a  princely  thing 
is  it  to  be  able  to  furnish  such  a  band !  Jituwij  has 
the  true  spirit  of  a  chief.  lie  is.  withuut  exagge- 
ration, a  father  to  his  people. 

There  is  plenty  of  limestone  in  the  island,  a  great 
quany  uf  freestone,  and  some  natural  wou<]8,  but 
none  of  any  age,  as  they  cut  the  trees  for  common 
ccHintry  uses.  The  lakes,  of  which  there  ai-e  many, 
aiv  well  stocked  with  trout.  Malcolm  catched  one 
of  four-and-twenty  pounds  weight  in  tlie  loch  next 
to  Dull  Can,  wbicli,  by  the  way,  is  certainly  a  Danish 
name',  as  most  names  of  places  in  these  islands  are. 

The  old  castle,  in  which  the  family  of  Jiasay 
formerly  resided,  is  situate<l  upon  a  rock  very  near 
the  .«ea.  The  rock  is  not  one  mass  of  stone,  but  a 
concretion  of  pebbles  and  earth,  so  firm  that  it  does 
not  ap|H'nr  to  have  mouldered.  In  this  remnant  of 
antifpiity  I  found  nothing  worthy  of  being  noticed, 
exiTpt  a  certain  accommodation  rarely  to  be  found  at 
the  modern  houses  of  Scotland,  and  wliich  Dr.  John- 
son and  1  sought  for  in  vain  at  the  Laird  of  Rasay's 
new-built  niansiun.  where  nothing  else  was  wanting. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  tell  the  laird  it  was  a  shame 
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tliere  should  («  such  a  defii'ieney  in  civilizwl  times.  T°^'}? 
He  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  remark.  But 
perliaps  some  generations  may  pass  before  tlie  want 
18  supplied.  Dr.  Johnson  observed  to  mc,  how  quietly 
people  will  endure  an  evil,  which  they  might  at  any 
time  ver}'  easily  remedy ;  and  mentioned  as  an  in- 
stance, that  the  present  family  of  Rasay  had  possessed 
the  island  for  more  than  four  hundred  years',  and 
never  made  a  commodious  landing-place,  though  a 
few  men  with  pickaxes  might  have  cut  an  ascent  of 
stairs  out  of  any  part  of  the  rock  in  a  week's  time. 

The  north  end  of  Ra.<;ay  is  as  rocky  as  the  south 
end.  Kroin  it  I  saw  the  little  isle  of  Fladda,  belong- 
ing to  Kaxay,  all  fine  green  ground ;  and  Rona,  which 
is  of  so  rocky  a  soil  that  it  appears  to  be  a  pavement. 
I  was  told,  however,  that  it  has  a  great  deal  of  grass 
in  the  interstices.  The  laird  has  it  all  in  his  own 
hands.  At  this  end  of  the  island  of  Rasay  is  a  cave 
in  a  striking  situation ;  it  is  in  a  recess  of  n  great 
deft,  a  good  way  up  from  the  sea.  Before  it  the 
ocean  roars,  Ijciiig  dashed  against  monstrous  broken 
rocks ;  grand  and  awful  propu^unaiia.  On  the 
right  hand  of  it  is  a  longitudinal  cave,  very  low  at 
the  entrance,  hut  higher  as  you  advancv.  The  sea 
having  scooped  it  out,  it  seems  strange  and  unac- 
countable that  the  interior  part,  where  the  water 
must  have  oj>erated  with  less  force,  shoidd  be  loftier 
than  that  which  is  more  immediately  exposed  to  \Xa 
violence.  The  roof  of  it  is  all  covered  with  a  kind 
of  [x-'trifi cations  formed  by  drops,  which  peq>etually 
distil  from  it.  The  first  cave  has  been  a  place  of 
mucli  safety.  1  find  a  great  difficulty  in  describing 
visible  object*.     I  must  own  too  that  the  old  castle 

^  [Thoagh  Jc^HHi  ihuB rta'UKKl  /fouyard  hitancMnn Tor  lukvtn^ remained 
Sarltundml  yean  viiboui  rmdrrinft  their  lAUnd  KC^t^ibk  faj  a  UmJinfC'plncc, 
ytL,  ahcR  he  aa\c  In  writr  hi»  JoiiniAl^  he  raiKiiibcrcd  that,  pcihapa,  it  mu 
mAf  fat  Uw  Xiti  Ttw  ycart  thai  It  wad  desirable  it  should  tw  accCMiblc — En  ) 
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Bttfe  boala^  and  otdx  fish.      There  is  great 
of  patttfoes  hoe.     Thefc  are  black-cock  in 

r-fowl,  plorer  aDtl  wild 
i  tQ  mt  to  be  the  same  as  Ke  have 
,  kl  Adr  Hate  of  nature.  Rasay  has 
TliCTe  are  do  Itares  uor  rabbits 
in  Ae  i&uid,  nor  was  there  erer  known  to  be  a  fox, 
till  last  year,  when  one  was  Unded  on  it  by  some 
■■Brinni  person,  without  whose  aid  he  could  not 
have  got  thither,  as  that  animal  is  known  to  lie  a 
very  bad  swimmer.  He  has  done  ninch  mischief. 
Thece  is  a  gnai  deal  of  fish  caught  in  the  sea  round 
Rasay ;  it  is  a  place  wbere  one  may  lire  in  plenty, 
and  even  in  luxury.  There  are  no  deer ;  but  Rawti/ 
told  u$  he  would  get  some. 

Tbey  icckoQ  it  nios  nine  months  in  the  year  in 
this  island,  owing  to  its  being  directly  opposite  to 
the  tresfrm  ^  coast  of  Sky,  where  the  watery  clouds 
are  broken  by  high  momitains.  The  hills  ht-re,  and 
indeed  all  the  heathy  grounds  in  general,  abound 
with  the  sweet-smelling  plant  which  the  Highlanders 
call^'wu/,  and  (I  think)  with  dwarf  juniper  in  many 
places.     There  is  enough  of  turf,  whidi  is  their  fuel, 
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and  it  is  thought  there  is  a  miae  of  coal.     Such  are  Touiw 
the  oljservations  which   I  made  upon  the  island  of 
Rasay,  u|>on  coni|>ariiig  it  with  the  description  given 
by  Martin,  whose  book  wc  had  with  us. 

There  has  been  an  ancient  league  between  the 
families  of  Macdonatd  and  Rasay.  Whenever  the 
head  of  either  family  dies,  his  sword  is  given  to  the 
head  of  the  other.  The  j)resenl  Rdsatj  has  the  late 
Sir  James  Macdonald's  sword.  Old  Rasay  joined 
the  Highland  army  in  IT-^o,  but  prudently  guarded 
against  a  forfeiture,  by  previously  eonveying  his 
estate  to  the  present  gentleman,  his  eldest  son.  On 
that  occasion.  Sir  Alexander,  father  of  the  Inte  Sir 
James  Macdonald,  was  very  friendly  to  his  neigh- 
bour. "  Don't  l>e  afraid,  Rasay"  said  he,  "  I  '11  use 
all  my  interest  to  keep  you  safe ;  and  if  your  estate 
should  be  taken,  1*11  buy  it  for  the  family."  And 
he  would  have  done  it. 

Let  nie  now  gather  some  gold  dust,  some  more 
fragments  of  Dr.  Johnson's  conversation,  without 
n^rd  to  order  of  time.  He  said,  **  he  thought  very 
highly  of  Bentley  ;  that  no  man  now  went  so  far  in 
the  kinds  of  learning  that  he  cultivate<1 ;  that  the 
many  attacks  on  him  were  owing  to  en\'y,  and  to  a 
desire  of  being  known,  by  being  in  competition  with 
such  a  man  ;  that  it  was  safe  to  attack  him,  lN?cause 
he  never  answered  his  opponents,  but  let  them  die 
away.  It  wa.s  attacking  a  man  who  would  not  beat 
them*  because  his  Ix'nting  them  would  make  them  live 
the  longer.  And  he  was  right  not  to  answer;  for,  in 
his  hazardous  method  of  writing,  he  could  not  but  be 
oft<^u  enough  wrong;  so  it  was  better  to  leave  things 
10  their  general  appearance,  than  own  himself  to  have 
erred  in  particulars."  He  said,  "  Mallet  was  the 
prettiest  dressed  puppet  about  town,  and  always  kept 
good  company.     That,  from  his  way  of  talking,  he 
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Tourio  sjiw,  and  ahrays  said,  that  he  had  not  ^sTittcii  any 
part  of  the  Lift"  of  the  Dukt*  of  Marlliorou^h,  though 
perhaps  he  intended  to  do  it  at  some  time,  in  which 
rase  he  was  not  culpable  in  taking  the  pension.  That 
lie  imagined  the  duchess  furnished  the  materials  for 
her  AiMjlogy,  which  Hooke  wrote,  and  Ilookc  fur- 
nished the  words  and  the  order,  and  at)  that  in  which 
the  art  of  writing  consists.  That  the  duchess  bad 
not  superior  parts,  but  was  a  bold  frontless  woman, 
v^ho  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of  her  opi>ortunitie8 
in  life.  That  Huoke  got  a  /arffe  sum  of  money  for 
writing  her  Apology.  That  he  wondered  Hooke 
should  have  K-en  weak  enough  to  insert  so  profligate 
a  maxim,  as  that  to  tell  anotiier's  secret  to  one's 
friend  is  no  breach  of  confidence;  though  perhaps 
Hooke,  who  was  a  virtuous  man,  as  his  History 
shows,  and  did  not  wish  lier  well,  though  he  wrote 
her  A|>ology',  might  see  its  ill  tendency,  and  yet 
insert  it  at  her  desire.  He  was  acting  only  mi- 
nisterially/' I  apprehend,  however,  that  Hooke 
was  bound  to  give  his  I>e8t  advice.  I  spealc  as  a 
lawyer.  'J'hough  I  have  had  clients  whose  causes  I 
could  not,  as  a  private  man,  approve ;  yet.  if  I  uu- 
dertook  them,  I  would  not  do  any  thing  that  might 
be  prejudicial  to  theui,  even  at  their  desire,  without 
warning  Ihem  of  their  danger. 

Sufiiniaift  1  \th  ^September. — It  was  a  storm  of 
wind  and  rain,  so  we  could  not  wet  out.  1  wrote 
some  ui  this  journal,  and  talked  awhile  with  JJr, 
Johnson  in  his  room,  and  passed  the  day,  I  cannot 
well  say  how,  but  very  pleasantly.  1  was  here 
amused  to  find  Mr.  Cumberland's  comedy  of  the 
•'  Fa.shional)ie  Lover,"  in  which  he  has  very  well 
drawn  a  Highland  character.  Colin  Madeod,  of  the 
same  name  with  the  family  under  whose  roof  we  now 
were.  Dr.  Johnson  was  much  pleaswl  with  the  Laird 
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of  Mac'Ieod',  who  is  indeed  a  most  proinisiiiii^  youth,  Tour  to 
and  with  a  noble  spirit  struggles  with  difficulties, 
and  endeavours  to  preserve  his  jjeojile.  He  has  been 
Usfi  with  au  incumbrance  of  forty  thousand  |>ounds 
debt,  and  annuities  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred 
pouiuln  a  year.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  If  he  gets  the  bet- 
ter of  all  lliis,  he  11  be  a  hero ;  and  I  hope  he  will.  I 
have  not  met  with  a  young  man  who  had  more  desire 
to  learn,  or  'who  has  learnt  more.  I  have  seen  nobody 
that  I  wish  mure  to  do  a  kindness  to  than  Macleod.** 
Such  was  the  honourable  eulogium  on  this  young 
chieftain,  pronounced,  by  au  accurate  observer,  whose 
praise  \vas  never  lightly  bestowefl. 

There  is  neither  justice  of  peace  nor  constable  in 
Rasay.  Sky  has  Mr.  Maclecxl  of  I'linish,  who  is  the 
sheriff  substitute,  and  no  other  justice  of  jKnace.  The 
want  of  the  execution  of  justice  is  much  felt  aniong^ 
the  islanders.  Madeod  very  sensibly  observed,  that 
taking  away  the  heritable  juri.sdictioiis  Imd  not  been 
of  such  service  in  the  islands  as  was  iiuagincd.  They 
bad  not  authority  enough  in  lieu  of  them.  What 
could  fonneriy  have  Iwen  settled  at  once,  must  now 
either  take  much  time  and  trouble,  or  be  neglected. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  '*  A  countr\'  is  in  a  bad  state,  which 

governed  only  by  laws;  because  a  thousand  tilings 

ur   for  which  laws    eanuut  jirovide,   and   wliere 

authority  ought  to  interpose.     Now  destroying  the 

•  (Tho  Ute  GencTkl  MocI-kxI,  bora  to  17.'>4.    In  1776.  he  cnttml  tbf  amijr 

tiliiiH.  Ibcn,  an  iiMlcpcHdutt  cmity»ay,  aod  in  I7H0,  the  uo>i>d  batLilion  of 
dK  fotty-ACConit,  nhicli  he  ltd  la  India,  where  Ik  ktvuI  «illi  gn^t  (IiNlinctiim, 
Mid  nu)  to  the  n::k  cf  k  gcncTiil  (^Wrct.  On  hi*  rvium  htrau-,  n«  beoutic  M.H. 
Tot  the  •.■Dunljr  ni  liivvnicM,  a>  his  (tT-uidfaihei  had  been  ;  Init  »o  far  rram  cxUiu 
guUllitijf  the  dtb(  on  hl't  ostjicr,  be  incrcoKd  ii  ;  fur  tlvough  be  hnd  xild  a  gnaiL 
ttmt  of  bod  in  Mani'S  he  Icfk  at  bb  deaiK  in  1801,  the  original  d«bt  of 
MfOOOil  tnciriLi^il  li>  7(l,<tOi>/.  lie  \Kg,m,  in  the  ytu  \^U:^,  lo  uriw  the  me- 
molia  of  hi»  life ;  but  ditl  not  pnocenl  far.  By  Itie  favDur  of  bin  onn,  tltc  prcMiit 
JUarkait,  uvw  M.  P.  for  ^^dbuIJ',  the  c«liiar  U  in  povM^iini  of  dib  inirrcKUiiK 
Aagmmt  o(  autn-biograpliy ;  ^iid  aa  the  onatcr  part  cf  il  relates  to  Dr.  J<vlin»on*k 
nutf  and  to  lubiccu  ilificu^acib  iti  his  and  Mr.  BcHwell'ii  iiniiiL,  die  edltut  tliinka 
thai  il  will  be  i>oi  an  irjappiopriate,  and  ccrtaii-Jy  uot  an  uiMccqrtAblr  addilitm 
10  the  appendix  of  ibix  wimIc^Ed.] 
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Tour  w  authority  of  the  chiefs  sets  the  people  loose.     It  did 
Hcbrid.  ,  .     i_  .  .... 

not  preteud  to  bring  any  positive  ^ou<],  but  only  to 

cure  some  evil ;  and  I  am  not  well  enough  acquainted 
with  the  country  to  know  what  degree  of  evil  the 
heritable  jurisdictions  occasioned."  I  maintained 
hardly  auy  ;  because  the  chiefs  generally  acted  right, 
for  their  own  sakes. 

Dr,  Johnson  was  now  wishing  to  move.  There  was 
not  enough  of  intellectual  entertainment  for  him, 
after  he  had  i>atistied  his  cm'iosity,  which  he  did»  by 
asking  questions,  till  he  had  exhausted  the  island ; 
and  where  there  was  so  numerous  a  company,  mostly 
young  people,  there  was  such  a  flow  of  familiar  talk, 
80  nuicb  noise,  and  so  much  singing  and  dancing, 
that  little  opportunity  was  left  for  his  energetic  con- 
versation. He  seemed  sensible  of  this;  for  when  I 
told  him  how  haj)])y  they  were  at  having  hiin  there, 
he  said,  **  Yet  we  have  not  been  able  to  entertain 
them  much."  1  was  fretted,  from  irritability  of 
ner\e8,  by  M^CrusHck*^^  too  obstrejierous  mirth.  I 
complained  of  it  to  my  friend,  observing  we  should 
be  belter  if  he  was  gone.  "  No,  sir,"  said  he.  "  He 
puts  something  into  our  society,  and  takes  nothing 
out  of  it.**  Dr.  Johnson,  however,  had  several  oppor- 
tunities of  inslructing  the  company ;  but  1  am  sorry 
to  say,  that  1  did  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  what 
passed,  as  his  discourse  now  turned  chiefly  on  me- 
chanics, agriculture,  and  such  subjects,  rather  than 
on  science  and  wit.  Last  night  Lady  Rasay  showed 
him  the  o[>eration  of  wuivfcittff  cloth,  that  is,  thick- 
ening it  in  the  same  manner  as  is  done  by  a  mill. 
Here  it  is  perfonned  by  women,  who  kneel  upon  the 
ground,  and  rub  it  with  both  their  hands,  singing  an 
Krse  song  all  the  time.     He  was  asking  question.s 

*  I  li  WM  probably  iltTkC  }\\jLh  unitnul  i>i>lrlu  tliat  obtAlnrd  ihi»  gtallenMn  tbc 
■jtlKlUilon  rt"  AVCr'utluk — Ed.] 
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while    they    were    pevforniiiiiif    tliis    oppratioii,   and,  Tour  lo 
amidst  their  loud  and  wild  howl,  his  voice  was  heard 
even  in  the  room  above. 

They  dance  here  every  night.  The  queen  of  our 
ball  waR  the  eldest  Miss  Macleod,  of  Kasay,  an  ele- 
gant well-bred  woman,  and  celebrated  for  lier  beauty 
over  all  those  regions,  by  the  name  of  Miss  Flora 
Raiiaij\  There  seemed  to  !>e  no  jealousy,  no  dis- 
content among  them ;  and  the  gaiety  of  the  scene 
wa«  such,  that  I  for  a  moment  doubted  whether  un- 
hapjMiiess  had  any  place  in  llasaY>  i^ut  my  delusion 
was  soon  dis)>elled,  by  recollecting  the  following  lines 
of  my  fellow-traveller : 

"Vet  \\o\yi  iwi  life  in^a  pain  or  (Ung.^  ftcc. 
Or  ilimk  l)i«  douin  of  iiuin  r.;irer9cd  for  thre  I" 

Sunday^  I2f/t  September. — It  was  a  beautiful  day, 
and  although  we  did  not  approve  of  travelling  on 
Sunday,  we  resolved  to  set  out,  as  we  were  in  an 
island  from  whence  one  must  take  occasion  as  it 
sen'es.  Maeleod  and  Talitlfer  sailed  iji  a  boat  of 
Rasay*s  for  Sconser,  to  take  the  shortest  way  to 
Ditnvegan.  M'Crtts/ick  went  with  them  to  Sconser, 
from  whence  he  was  to  go  to  Slate,  and  so  to  the 
ifiain  land.  We  were  resolved  to  pay  a  visit  at  Kings- 
hurgh,  and  see  the  eelebratetl  Miss  Flora  Macdonald, 
wlio  is  married  to  the  present  Mr.  Macdonald  of 
Kiiigsburgh ;  so  took  that  road,  though  not  so  near. 
All  the  family,  but  Lady  Rasay,  walked  down  to 
the  shore  to  see  us  depart.  Rasay  himself  ^wnt  with 
us  in  a  large  boat,  with  eight  oars,  built  in  his  island; 
as  did  Mr.  Malcolm  Maeleod,  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen, 

•  (Che  had  beer,  loirw  time  R(  E(linhiiT|;h,  tn  whirh  nlie  •ffain  went  and  wm 
iDurkd  [  17771  ">  °^f  worthr  nci((lib(>ur,  (,'i>lnnel  Mure  ('■mpbciU,  nuw  EatI  of 
Lm^onn;  but  »hc  diid  mkhi  alletwarda,  lcAvm.4  one  dnUfihtcr — Bo^wcll. 
(Ila  dsu^it-r,  CcHintoa  of  I>t)uilc)iim  in  her  uwn  H^ht,  married  tlw  Uie  Karl 
of  Mobm,  cteUtd  Manjuiii  of  llastinxs,  Mid  tt  ilic  iikhIict  of  ihc  pr»cnl  niar. 
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Tour  to  Dr.  Madeod,  and  some  others.  We  Iiad  a  most  plea- 
sant sail  between  Rasay  and  Sky ;  and  passed  by  a 
c!ave,  where  Martiu  says  fowls  were  cauglit  by  lighting 
fire  in  the  mouth  of  it.  Malcolm  remembers  this. 
But  it  is  not  now  practised,  as  few  fowls  come  into  it. 
We  spoke  of  Death.  Dr.  Johnson  on  this  yubject 
observed,  that  the  boastings  of  some  men,  as  to  dying 
easily,  were  idle  talk,  proceeding  from  partial  views. 
I  mentioned  Hawthornderrft  ('ypress-gro\*c,  where  it 
is  said  that  the  world  is  a  mere  show ;  and  that  it 
is  unreasonable  for  a  man  to  wish  to  continue  in  the 
show-room  after  he  has  seen  it.  Let  him  go  cheer- 
fully out,  and  give  place  to  other  s|>ectators.  JoHX- 
soN.  "  Vcs,  sir,  if  he  is  sure  he  is  to  be  well,  after  he 
goe»  out  of  it.  But  if  he  is  to  grow  blind  after  he  goes 
out  of  the  show-room,  and  never  to  see  any  thing 
again;  or  if  he  does  not  know  whither  he  is  to  go 
next,  a  man  will  not  go  cheerfully  out  of  a  show- 
room. No  wise  man  will  be  contented  to  die,  if  he 
thinks  he  is  to  go  into  a  state  of  punishment.  Nay, 
no  ^vise  man  will  I>e  contented  to  die,  if  he  thinks  he 
is  to  fall  into  annihilation  :  for  however  unhappy  any 
man's  existence  may  be,  he  yet  would  rather  have  it, 
than  not  exist  at  all.  No;  there  is  no  rational  prin- 
ciple liy  which  a  man  can  die  contented,  but  a  trust  in 
the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ."  This  short  sermon,  delivered  with  an  earnest 
tone,  in  a  boat  upon  the  sea,  which  was  perfectly 
calm,  on  a  day  appropriated  to  religious  worship, 
while  every  one  listened  with  an  air  of  satisfaction,, 
had  a  most  pleasing  eflict  iipon  my  mind. 

Pursuing  the  same  train  of  serious  reflection,  he 
added,  that  it  seemed  certain  that  hapjiiness  could 
not  be  found  in  this  life,  because  so  many  had  tried 
to  find  it,  ill  such  a  variety  of  ways,  and  had  not 
found  it 


We  reached  the  liarboui*  of  Portree,  in  Sky,  which  '^<^^  "* 

'  llrbiHl. 

is  a  large  und  good  one.  There  was  lying  in  it  a 
vessel  to  carry  off  the  emigrants,  called  the  Nestor. 
It  made  a  Khort  Kettleitieiit  of  thediflereiices  between 
a  chief  and  his  clan  : 


—  NestOT  pomponerc  lito 


Inter  PdcMJen  fcstinat  ct  inter  Airiilni. 


I 


I 
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"We  approaclied  her,  and  she  lioisted  her  colours. 
Dr.  Johnsou  and  Mr.  M'Queen  remained  in  the 
boat:  Rasatj  and  I,  and  the  rest,  went  on  hoard  of 
her.  She  was  a  very  prelty  vessel,  and,  as  we  were 
told,  the  largest  in  Clyde.  Mr.  Plnrrison.  the  captain, 
showed  her  to  ns.  The  cabin  was  coniniodions,  and 
ereu  elegaut-  There  was  a  little  library,  finely  bound. 
Portree  has  its  name  from  King  James  the  F'ifth 
having  landed  there  in  his  tour  through  the  \\'estem 
IsleA.  nr  in  Erse  being  king ',  as  re  is  in  Italian ;  so 
it  is  Porl-Rnyal.  There  was  lierc  a  tolerable  inn.  On 
our  landing,  I  luul  the  pleasure  of  fniding  a  letter 
from  home;  and  there  were  also  letters  to  Dr.  Johnson 
and  me,  from  Lord  Klibank,  which  had  been  sent 
after  us  from  Edinburgh.  His  lordship's  letter  to  me 
was  as  follows : 

'■  21m  August,  177.1. 

•'  Dear  Bobwell,.— t  flew  to  Edinburgh  tlie  momtnt  I  heard 
fif  Jilr.  Johnfion'ti  nrrival :  but  so  di'tWlive  was  my  intelligence, 
that  I  caine  tov  liitc. 

"  It  is  but  justice  to  believe,  that  F  could  never  forgive  my- 
self, nor  deserve  to  be  fargivtn  by  otiiers,  if  I  was  to  fail  in 
any  mark  of  respect  lu  thni  verj'  gre«t  genius.  I  huld  him  in 
the  hin^hest  veneration  ;  for  th.it  very  reason  1  was  resolve*!  to 
take  no  share  in  tlic  nuTit,  perhaps  /;iii1t,  of  enticing  him  to 
honour  thin  country  with  a  viHt.     I  could  not  permificle  myself 

>  [1l*b;  docs  not  Sir.  Bonrdl  also  diKOrer  that  port  '»,  In  £rir,  pori  9    It 
waf  he  inferred,  ilui  the  orijtinal  Erse  wan  thi>  Ur^iiijp  of  i  vriT  {loor  aod 
bvbaRHU  iKopic,  for   Ihv  nantcs  noir   nnjiloynl    fnr  tSe  pitnnpnl  n!)j<Tti  of 
and  of  social  or  political  life,  >crm  (o  liavo  Im-n  bottrovcd  Iroia 


social  or  political  life,  >crm  (o  liav 
tmiBffim*y  «  k-im^.  fiorl,  hirrir.  row,  &C — Ed.] 
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Toorio   iherc  was  any  thing  in  Suotlund  w»rtJiy  tu  have  A  iHiiiinier 


Hfibrut 


ShiiiucI  Johnsun  bestowed  on  it ;  but  since  he  has  (Ume  us  Umt 
romplimcnt,  for  heaven's  sake  inform  mc  of  your  motions.  I 
wilt  attend  them  nimt  religiously  ;  luid  ti)oiip;h  I  ehuuld  regret 
to  let  Mr.  Johnwn  go  a  mile  out  of  his  way  on  my  account,  old 
IIS  I  ani ',  I  shall  be  glad  tu  go  live  hundred  miles  to  enjoy  n 
day  of  his  company.  Have  the  ch-irity  to  send  a  council-post  * 
M'ith  intclHgence ;  the  post  does  not  suit  us  in  the  country*. 
At  any  rate,  write  to  me.  I  will  attend  you  in  the  north,  when 
I  shall  know  where  to  find  you.  I  am,  my  dear  Bo^wetl,  your 
sincerely  obedient  humble  servant,  "  Kmbank.' 

The  letter  to  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  these  words : 

"  Drar  Bin, — I  was  to  have  kissed  yonr  hands  at  Edin- 
burgh, tltc  moment  [  heard  of  you,  but  you  was  gone. 

**  I  hope  my  fnend  HoiiweU  wiU  inform  me  of  your  motiuns. 
It  will  be  cruel  to  deprive  me  an  instant  of  tlie  honour  of  at- 
tending you.  As  I  viilue  you  more  than  any  king  in  Christen- 
dom, I  will  perform  that  duty  with  infinitely  greater  alacrity 
llian  any  courtier  I  can  contribute  but  little  to  your  entcrtoin- 
uient ;  hut  my  sincere  esteem  for  you  gives  me  some  title  to  the 
opportunity  of  expresNiiig  it. 

"  1  dare  say  you  are  by  this  time  (lensible  that  things  are 
pretty  much  the  same  an  when  Buchanan  complained  of  being 
bom  solo  et  serttto  luertidilo.  I^  me  hear  of  you,  and  be  per- 
Miadecl  that  none  of  your  admirers  is  more  sincerely  devoted  to 
you,  thait,  dear  air,  your  motA  obedient  and  must  humble  tter> 
vant,  *'  Klibank." 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  following;  Tuesday,  ausweret! 
for  hoth  of  us,  thus : 

"  My  r.oRD, — On  the  nigged  shore  of  Skie,  I  had  the  honour 
of  your  lordship's  letter,  and  can  with  grest  truth  declare  that 
no  place  i«  so  gl<»inny  but  that  it  would  be  cheered  by  audi  a 
testimony  of  regard,  from  a  mind  so  well  qualified  to  cstimAte 
characters,  and  to  dcid  out  approbation  in  its  due  proportions. 
If  1  have  more  than  my  nhare,  it  is  your  lordsJiip's  fault ;  for  I 
have  always  reverenced  your  judgment  too  much,  to  exalt  niy- 
•elf.in  your  pre^nce  by  any  false  pretensions. 

>  111m  lordiiltip  «u  now  7^)  ^rin;;  been  born  b  1703 Eo.] 

*  A  umi  In  bcolktul  for  a  xp«cUl  mcfMnficr,  uicli  as  wm  dnimflv  smi  villi 
itrviMtrhca  by  the  lortb  of  ihe  council.— Bosw ELL. 
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"  Mr.  Boswell  and  I  are  nt  present  at  the  dtnposal  of  the  Twir  to 
winds,  and  therelore  cannot  fix  the  lime  Ht  which  we  Khali  huve  ^'^brtd. 
the  honour  of  seeing  your  lordship  But  we  should  either  of 
us  think  ourselves  injuretl  by  the  supptwition  that  we  would 
miM  your  lorcUhip's  con^-ersation  when  we  could  cjijoy  it ;  for 
1  have  ot\cn  declared  that  I  never  met  you  without  gotnf^  awsy 
m  wiiKT  mui).  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
and  mr»t  humble  servant,  "  Sam.  Jounson." 

At  Portree,  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  went  to  church 
antl  officiated  in  Krse,  and  then  came  to  dinner. 
Dr.  Johnson  and  I  resolved  that  we  should  treat  the 
company,  so  I  played  the  landlord,  or  master  of  the 
feast,  having  previously  ordered  Joseph  to  pav  the 
bill. 

Sir  James  Wacdonald  intended  to  liave  built  a  vil- 
lage here,  which  would  have  done  great  good.  A 
village  is  like  a  heart  to  a  country.  It  produces  a 
perpetual  circulation,  and  gives  the  people  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  profit  of  many  little  articles,  which 
would  otherwise  be  in  a  good  measure  lost.  We 
had  here  a  dinner,  et  pro'terea  tiiJtil,  Dr.  Johnson 
did  not  talk.  AVhen  we  were  about  to  depart,  we 
found  that  Ra^ay  had  been  beforehand  with  us,  and 
that  all  was  paid:  I  would  fain  have  contested  this 
matter  with  him,  but  seeing  him  resolved,  I  declined 
it.  We  parted  with  cordial  embraces  from  him  and 
wortliy  Malcolm.  In  the  evening  Dr.  Johnson  and 
I  remounted  our  horses,  accompanied  by  Mr.  M*Queen 
and  Dr.  Macleod.  It  rained  very  hard.  We  rode 
what  they  call  six  miles,  upon  Ii/isot/*s  lands  in  8ky, 
to  Dr.  Macleod's  house.  On  the  road  Dr.  Johnson 
appeared  to  be  somewhat  out  of  spirits.  When  I 
talked  of  our  meeting  Lord  Elibauk,  he  said,  "  I  can- 
not be  with  him  much.  I  long  to  be  again  in  civil- 
ized life ;  but  can  stay  but  a  short  while ;"  (he  meant 
at  Edinburgh).  He  said,  '*  let  us  go  to  Dunvegan 
to-morrow."     "  Yes  (said  I),  if  it  is  not  a  deluge.** 


I 
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Tour  IP  «^t  g„Y  rate,"  he  replied.     Tins  showed  a  kind  of 

lltbtio.  ■ 

fretful  inipatieiifo;  nor  was  it  to  Ik*  wondereil  at, 
considering  our  disagreeable  ride.  I  feared  he  woxdd 
give  up  Mull  and  Icoliukill.  for  he  said  something  of 
his  apprehensions  of  being  detained  by  bad  weather 
in  going  to  MuU  aTnl  Tntin.  However,  I  liofied  well. 
We  had  a  dish  of  tea  at  Dr.  JIaeleod's,  who  tiad  a 
pretty  good  house,  where  was  his  brother,  a  half-pay 
officer.  His  lady  was  a  polite,  agreeable  wontau. 
])r.  Johnson  said,  he  was  glad  to  see  that  lie  was  bo 
well  married,  for  he  had  an  esteem  for  physicians. 
The  doctor  accompanied  us  to  Kingsburgh,  which  is 
called  a  mile  farther;  hut  the  eompiitation  of  Sky 
ha^  no  connexion  whatever  with  real  distance. 

1  was  highly  pleased  to  sir  Dr.  Johnson  safely  ar- 
rived at  Kiiigsbtirgii,  and  received  by  the  hospitable 
Mr.  Macdonald,  wlio,  with  a  most  resi)ectftd  atten- 
tion, supported  him  into  the  house.  Kin^nburgh 
wa.s  completely  the  figure  of  a  gallant  Highlander, — 
exhibiting  "  the  graceful  mien  and  manly  looks." 
which  our  poi)ular  Scotch  song  has  justly  attributed 
to  that  character.  lie  had  his  tartan  plaid  thrown 
about  him,  a  large  blue  bonnet  nith  a  knot  ol  black 
riband  like  a  cockade,  a  brown  short  coat  of  a  kind 
of  duffil,  a  tartan  waistcoat  with  gold  buttons  and 
gold  button-holes,  .i  bluish  philibeg,  and  tartan  hose. 
He  had  jet  black  hair  tied  behind,  and  was  a  large 
stately  man,  with  a  steady  sensible  ctnuitenance. 

There  was  a  comfortable  parlour  with  u  good  fire, 
and  a  dram  went  round.  J3y  and  by  supper  was 
sencd,  at  which  there  appeared  the  lady  of  the  house, 
the   celebrated  Miss  Flora  Macdonald'.     She  is  a 


•  I  It  U  tialcd  Id  the  ■ccount  of  Oic  rebi-Hion,  piibiished  umlcr  the  Utk  of 
"  Attatliit"  t)>st  the  '**  thedniiffhtcr  of  Mr.  AlBcdonkld,  s  toekvman  or  p^. 
tlnnan-fimncT,  nf  Melton,  hi  8ouib  fill,  ar.d  Wat,  in  l?^'^  nboiii  iwtncY-fciir 
vran  old.  It  is  alio  uid,  lIuU  Iwt  pnrtrsit  was  |Miini<.d  In  Lnmloii  ia  17-17, 
h»-  Commodore  Smlih,  In  whose  ihip  Ak  had  been  bronchi  ]iii>>onrr  rroni  tkoi. 
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litUe  woman,  of  a  geiitofl  iipjwaraiice,  niii]  nncoiii-  Touno 
inoiily  niilH  and  well  bred.  To  see  Dr.  Samuel  John- 
son, the  great  clianipion  of  the  lin^Iish  lories,  salute 
Miss  Flora  Macdouald  in  the  Isle  of  Sky,  was  a  striking 
sight;  for  though  somewhat  eon^^enia)  in  tJieir  no- 
tions, it  was  very  improbable  they  should  meet  here. 
.Aliss  Flora  Macdouald  (for  so  I  shall  call  her)  told 
me,  she  heard  upon  the  main  land,  as  she  was  re- 
turning home  about  a  fortnif^ht  bt'forc,  that  Mr, 
Hosivell  %va8  coming  to  Skv,  and  one  Mr.  Johnson,  a 
young  English  huck\  with  him.  He  was  highly  en- 
lertainefl  with  this  fancy.  Giving  an  account  of  the 
afternoon  which  we  passed  at  Anock,  he  said,  "I, 
being  a  hack,  had  Mifts  in  to  make  tea.**  He  was 
nilhoT  quiescent  to-night,  and  went  early  to  beil.  I 
was  in  a  cordial  humour,  and  promoted  a  cheerful 
glass.  7'he  punch  was  excellent.  IlonestMr.M'Queen 
obser\'ed  that  I  was  in  liigh  glee, "  my gopernor  being 
gone  to  bed."  Vet  in  reality  my  Iieart  was  grieved, 
when  1  reco]lecte<l  that  Khigsbur^h  was  embaiTasscd 
in  his  affairs,  and  intended  to  go  to  America.  How- 
ever, nothing  hut  what  was  good  was  i)resent,  and  I 
pleased  myself  lu  thinking  that  so  spirited  a  man 


bod ;  but  the  cditoi  Itu  not  been  able  to  ti*ce  it.  Dr.  Johnwui  uyi  of  her  ro 
Mi*. Thrale, ** ii!te  luiui  then  hkti^bevn  *  vcn  jroimft  Indy ;  One  i«  noirnoco)<) t 
i/ft  plcMingpenon.  and  c1«yanibvliar LOUT.  Shculd  mc  that  ^litr  ili(iii(;hi  htr^rtf 
hamnired  by  my  vtnt;  and  f  nni  tun:  ihat  tvhmrvrr  rrganinlie  be»lo««f)  on  me 
va«  llbctsDj  rcpjUd.  *  If  ihou  likiit  lier  opiriior>*,  ihou  wilt  praiKc  her  virtue-* 
.^be  «a«  carriAd  1«  I.aMiduo,  but  OiMiiiiKcd  wlihoiit  a  Irial,  nntl  omc  down  with 
Alslmfan  Marlcoil,  apinftl  wl.uin  MitHdciit  cnilciici-  ciiuM  iiut  U-  ]tnicun.<d. 
Sbe  srd  ber  biuhand  arc  poor,  uxA  uv  ^'a\^  to  try  Oiclr  Tartunc  in  .\mi-rkx. 
£ic  reniut  vulrilut  urbix." — Lrllft,  i.  linll.  Tllev  Uid  emij^nitc  la  .liiicrir* ; 
bat  tKturnrd  to  Sky.  wl'i>rv  »hc  *\hd  on  Hw  4lh  .Mnrcli,  I7!'0<  l^'ftvin|;  «  «wi, 
C«Iaod  Jolio  .Macdorald,  now.  «a  thit  Ediloi  is  iaforaicd.  nridiii];  u  Evctrr, 
md  s  daugbUT,  Mill  .-'litT  ill  Sky,  iiinninl  ti>  n  Marleod,  m  dif  Uint  rrlaliun  of 
l*r  >Viir/r<ji/,— Bn.  It  it  rvinarkabl'-  timt  tbin  diitinpii^bMl  lady  Mf;nrd  her 
ne'e  Florr,  tiuuad  of  ihe  nioic  cLusical  oithography.  Oct  tnamagc  coo- 
ma,   whicn  ia  in  my  pontuion,  bears  ihc  naTtH-  apelU-d  /'/tfry.^W'ALTKR 

<*C<»TT.J 

» |It  m»y  ht  uieful  lo  future  nnAm  to  know  that  the  word  "  momnmi"  u«ed 
b  »  rcntDcr  piiBW|gr  of  ilm  work,  mid  ibc  wiird  ''  hurt"  hen  uiicd.  arc  Deuly  «y- 
•ooymoui  with  the  tniti  "domly."  employed  now-a-dayntoexpni* a  youncffm. 
llnnwi  who  in  hit  droa  and  manurTK  afTccLt  the  extreme  of  the  (iishlon..ED.| 
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Tour  (o  wouli]  Iw  well  cvorv  wliere.  I  slept  in  the  same  room 
with  Dr.  Johnson.  Each  had  a  neat  bed,  with  tartan 
curtains,  in  an  upper  chamber. 

MoiKiaijy  13/A  Septctnber, — The  room  where  we 
lay  was  a  celebrated  one.  Dr.  Johnson's  bed  was 
the  very  bed  '  in  which  the  grandson  of  the  unfortu- 
nate King  James  the  Second'  lay,  ou  one  of  the  nights 
after  the  failure  of  his  rai*h  attempt  in  174-5-6,  while 
he  was  eUiding  the  pursuit  of  the  emissaries  of  go- 
vennnent,  which  had  offered  thirty  thousand  pounds 
as  a  re»  ard  for  apprehending  him.  To  see  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson  lying  in  that  bed,  in  the  isle  of  Sky,  in  the 
house  of  Miss  Flora  Mardonald,  struck  me  with  such 
a  group  of  ideas  as  it  is  not  easy  for  words  to  describe, 
as  they  passed  through  the  mind.  He  smikd,  and 
said,  "I  have  had  no  amintious  thoughts  in  itV 
The  room  was  decorated  with  a  great  variety  of  maps 

<  [In  ihc  cxaniinBiion  of  Kinfrihurgh  md  liis  wife,  by  (.'»puin  Fcraunoae,  of 
llie  Funuoc  DiBD  of  wu,  kIaUvi:  to  in'u  iJ^air,  Kcr^umonr  uktd  '*  when  SIIm 
Finn,  ui<)  lite  jKTMm  in  wunmn'*  rlnthn  «-h<)  «w  willi  licr,  Uy  i"  Kiiijfg, 
hurgh  uuwervd  wUh  gi-ntlemftrily  n{)iHL,  "  lie  knew  where  Mm  F\tn  Uf ; 
but  aa  fot  aviTKuto  be  never  lukL-d  any  ijuuftUans  sbout  ibein."  The  capuin 
dm,  bnitally  enm^.  asked  Mn,  Matdooald  "whrtlicr  she  laiil  thk;  yuung 
Praieodcr  bimI  KIIm  Flora  In  the  ntme  bed  ?"  She  ■iuwer«d,  with  great  rnnpn 
bin]  rtwiiruwi,  "  Sir,  wbmii  you  mean  tiy  the  rouog  PrHeiuU-r,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  gacH :  but  1  am  auuir  you  it  m  not  the  Uihinn  in  Skjt  to  lay  inistMia  anj 
mau  in  the  lune  bed  together."  The  captain  thm  desired  to  we  the  noam 
when  thev  ky,  and  remarked  >hn.-wtlly  rnougti  that  tlic  room  trluTiin  the  H|^] 
poard  Tnud>MTV«n(  lay  wai  better  than  that  of  her  miitns^. — ^IiotbIkj — Ed.]  ' 

•  I  do  not  call   liiiii    Ifu-  !'•  tHce  of  H'o/c#,  or  ttif  ft  imv,  herauve  I  am  quiM  | 
uiiiiticd  that  ilic  nghi  which  ihc  houac  off^tuart  had  to  the  thrtmc  ti  estJa*, 
^iHhed.   t  ilo  not  rnll  him  the  FrrirmiUrr,  Ixvauitc  it  nppnan  to  nrke  aa  an  lliauk 
to  one  who  ii  Mill  alive,  and,  I  aiippow,  think*  vctt  dii&rently.     It  amy  be  k  \ 

rrlianientary  esprrMlon;  hm  it  i«  not  a,  gentlcmmlr  cxpnaaion.    I  knoir,  and 
»u1i  in  having  ft  in  my  power  to  lell,  that  "the  only  person  In  the  wotid  who^ 
i» entitled  to  be  oltisidcd  at  tbi»  delicacy  tbinki  and  feel*  ««  I  do;**  and  hac 
M  #     liberality  a(  mind  and  i^crmity  ol'  Me^iinwnt  enough  tn  approve  of  my  tendrr- 
r>e«>  for  what  even  ht»  kvw  hlnml  royal.   That  he  b  a  priiiC4-  hy  cmirtnv  esnoflt 
be  denied  ;  becaote  hii  icotber  was  the  daughtir  M*  Sobiesky,  king  o^  Poland. 
I  aball.  thcnfore,  on  tliat  arcnant  alone,  diminguiidi  him  by  the  nante  of  I^rtnce 
Charlcft  Kdwanl — UnswKLt.     [The  gcoeroaliy  of  King  Oeorge  the  Third, 
alluded  lo  In  ihii  note,  waa  felt  by  hia  lucceoaw,  who  cauwd  a  ntonunteat  to  bt 
erected  over  thr  mtuitnit  oTlhe  cmrdinal  of  Vork,  in  whom  the  line  of  James  tlia- 
Beoond  ended.     It  wa»  a  royal  and  a  lutional  trilwie  to  priniK  and  to  _ 
ftding:  the  political  danger  had  beefl  exiingutiJied  for  mote  than  half  a  i 
tury  ;    and  Ihr  claim*  of  kindred,  the  honour  of  (he  English  name,  imd  the  peffa  i 
■onal  feeling?  of  a  f(enenHuprirct,not  only  juXiflcd,  but  M«iocd  tn  requite  luc&j 
an  evldenoe  of  Britiiih  g.neroaity — En.]  I 

*  "ntis,  perhap*,  waa  said  in'alhitton  to  Mine  lidef  werlbed  10  F«p^  on  hb] 
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and  priuts.  Among  others,  was  Hogarth's  print  of  Tuur  w 
Wilkes  grinning,  with  the  cap  of  liherty  on  a  pole 
by  him.  That  loo  was  a  curious  circumstance  in  the 
scene  this  morning;  such  a  contrast  was  Wilkes  to 
the  above  group.  It  reminded  me  of  Sir  William 
Chambers's  "Account  of  Orieutal  Gardening,"  in 
which  we  are  told  all  odd,  strange,  ugly,  and  even 
terrible  objects,  are  introduced  for  the  sake  of  variety; 
A  wild  extravagance  of  tJiste  whicli  is  so  well  ridiculed 
JD  the  celebrated  epistle  to  hint.  The  following  lines 
of  that  poem  immediately  occurred  to  me; 

**•  Hoe  100,  O  king  "^  Tengeance  1  in  thj  fstie, 
TridcimIoiu  Wilka  tltjdl  nitilL-  hio  giilil  chkiii." 

Upon  the  table  in  nnr  room  I  found  in  the  morning 
a  slip  of  p!)|)er,  on  which  Dr.  Juhmson  had  written 
with  his  pencil  these  words: 

*'  QuADiiiiii  cedu  vinutibus  aunim  •.** 

What  he  meant  by  writing  them  I  could  not  tell*. 
He  had  caught  cold  a  day  or  two  ago.  and  the  rain 
yesterday  having  made  it  worse,  he  was  heconie  very 
deaf.  At  breakfast  lie  said,  he  would  have  gii'en  a 
good  deal  rather  than  not  have  lain  in  that  bed.  I 
owned  ho  was  the  lucky  man ;  and  observed,  that 
wilhout  doubt  it  had  been  contrivcfi  between  Mrs. 
Macdonald  and  him.  She  seemed  to  acquiesce; 
adding,  "  You  know  yomig  buds  are  always  favour- 
ites of  the  ladies."  He  spoke  of  Prince  Charles  being 

ij^Sw  U  John  Duke  of  Argylc's,  at  Addobury,  in  ibe  umc  bed  in  whidi 
WllnM,  Ekrl  (if  Rticluntrr,  liad  yAept :  I 

*'\Vitb  no  poctick  ardour  lireil, 

I  prnM  xbe  bcA  when  Wilniot  l*y ; 
That  here  he  livrd,  or  here  i;xpiTed, 

Uc)t«ts  no  Dumtwra,  gimvcor  (pty."  Boftwei-i.. 

t  **  With  virtue  welgh'd,  what  worthleu  truti  ii  gold  I" — Boawett. 
*  Skice  ihtt  firx  rOttion  of  ihi»  boolct  mi  ingenious  frirnil  haa  nbterrrd  lo  me, 
ihu  Dr.  JohniOD  htd  pralikMy  been  thinking  on  rhe  revani  which  wu  offered 
by  pf aomeot  for  the  Bpprvtier»io.i  of  the  ^natilnoa  ofKingJuiwt  IT.,  and 
tku  he  meant  by  ihnc  worAs  to  ciprvw  hU  adailnLlidn  of  tlie  lltghlaodcra, 
wboM  fidelity  and  attachment  had  naiited  the  golden  tcmpuiion  that  had  been 
Md  out  to  [hero — Bovwkijl. 

£  £  2 
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Tour  to  iiere,  and  asked  Mrs.  Macdonald  "  ti^/to  was  with 

liiin?  \Vf  were  told,  madam,  in  Kiig:land,  there  was 

one   Miss  Flora  Macdonald  with  him."     She  said, 

"they  were  very  right;"  and  perceiving  Dr.  Johiu 

son's  curiosity,  though  he  had  delicac}'  enough  not| 

to  question  her,  ven*  obligingly  entertained  him  with' 

a  recital  of"  the  particulars  which  she  herself  iaicw  ofj 

that  eBcape,  which  does  so  much  honour  to  tliv  hu«i 

manity,  fidelity,  and  generosity  of  the  Highlanders. 

Dr.  Johnson  listened   to  her  with  placid  attentioD, 

and  said,  **  All  this  should  be  written  down.*' 

From  what  she  told  us»  and  from  what  I  was  tuld 
by  otticrs  ijcrsonally  concerned,  and  from  a  pa[K'r  of  I 
information  which  Rasay  was  so  good  as  to  send 
me,  at  my  desire,  I  have  compiled  an  abstract  [see' 
Appendix],  which,  as  it  contains  some  curious  anec- 
dotes, will,  I  imagine,  not  l>e  uninteresting  to  my 
reailers,  and  even,  perhaps,  be  of  some  use  to  future 
historians. 

En.  The  gallant  Malcolm  [who  had  succeeded  Flora  i 

Macdonald  as  guide  to  the  Prince,  and  had  so  greatly 
contributed  to  bis  escape]  was  apprehended  in  about 
ten  days  after  they  separated,  put  aboard  a  ship,  and 
carried  prisoner  to  London.     He  said,  the  prisoners  fl 
in  general  were  very  ill  treateil  in  their  passage;  but 
there   were  soldiers  on  board  who   lived  well,  andn 
sometimes  invited  him  to  share  with  them:  that  he  V 
had  the  good  fortune  not  to  be  thro\Mi  into  jail,  but 
was  confined  in  the  house  of  a  messenger  of  the 
name  of  Dick.     ']'o  his  astotn'sliment,  only  one  wit- 
ness could  Ik-  found  against  him,  though  he  had  been 
80  openly  engiiged ;  and  therefore,  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient evidence,  he  was  set  at  liberty.      He  added, 
that  he  thought   himself  iu   such  danger,   that   he  ^ 
would   gladly   have    comfwundcd    for   banishment.  | 
Vet,  he  said,  "  he  should  never  l»e  so  ready  for  deatli 
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There  is  pluloso]>hical  truth  in 
this.  A  man  will  meet  death  much  more  finnly  at 
onetime  than  another.  The  enthusiasm  even  of  a 
mistaken  principle  warms  the  minil,  and  sets  it  above 
the  fear  of  death  ;  which  in  our  cooler  moments,  if 
we  really  think  of  it»  cannot  but  l>e  terrible,  or  at 
least  very  awful. 

JSIiss  Flora  IMacdouald  being  then  also  in  London ', 
under  ilie  protection''  of  Lady  Primrose,  that  lady 
provided  a  |»ostchaise  to  convey  her  to  Scotland,  and 
desired  she  miglit  choose  any  friend  she  pleased  to 
accompany  her.  She  chose  Malcolm.  *'  So,"  gaid 
he,  with  a  triumphant  air,  "  I  went  to  London  to  be 
hanged,  and  returned  iu  a  postchaise  with  Miss  Flora 
Macdonald." 

Mr.  Macleod  of  Muiravenside  [jl/*0*i/«//Vjfr], 
whom  we  saw  at  Rasay,  assured  us  that  Prince 
Charles  was  in  London  in  1759.  and  that  there  was 
then  a  plan  in  agitation  fur  restoring  his  family. 
Dr.  Johnson  could  scarcely  credit  this  story,  and 
said,  there  could  be  no  probable  plan  at  that  time. 
Such  an  attempt  could  not  have  succeeded,  unless 


■  t^^*lKi  umtcd,  which  *nu  s  few  iay%  bAct  pBTttng  from  the  Prince  riota. 
«ifl  nmviTM)  on  boud  the  Funucc,  ('a|»TBin  FcriJUMonc,  and  ccmvcynl  in  I.f iih. 
Tbcre  «ht  wm  tenij»»wl  ini  liannl  ('flmmiitlcwT  Smith'*  diip,  nnd  amveycil  in  ihc 
yart-,  vbmirr.  <n  the  (Ilh  Ueoember,  itur  b«ing  tire  monihn  on  t.hip.bo.tr4l,  ^hc 
v^  mnir<rrT«I  lo  ihvruKtwIy  nf  thatnewmi^  Oirii,  in  trhich  »li[-  irTnaiiicd  lUI 
J«l«.  17^7.  when  >hc  wu  dtsdiarfnl,  tad  recumod  to  Ediiibuti^.— JinaiuJiu. 
— JSn.J 
•  III  Mvnit  ■tnng?  ihat  Af r.  Bmitoll, aB'cctin^t  to  aivc  an  armraU  Account  of 
[  thU  al&it,  tboald  ti*e  exprcnioDK  which  not  onl^give  ro  jntlmation  of  flttti'a 
nsf  «Bd  flonfinwnept,  but  aeem  even  to  ixgutive  iJhe  fncL  I*  it  prK^ibli;  ihal 
ifae  Iwlj't  deUeacy  wuhcd  lo  supprvH  all  rrmltcction  of  licr  huvinit  been  a  pr't- 
mMrf  [t  will  M  *cen,  hj  a  comjMrinoii  of  Mr.  Doawtll'i  account  with  othrr 
OHa  of  lb«  tranHClion,  that  Flora  fcave  him  very  little  infornnatinn  —  mMrr, 
I.  tllM  had  004  been  already  foRj*  fcar^  iti  print.  I.ady  I>riniro«e'> /rrct. 
I  otnil  have  been  verj  abort,  for  Flora  returned,  it  sccma,  lo  Scotland  an- 
■a^alrly  aftfr  b«r  release  from  confinement.  Lwly  Prininwc  wi»  UliiHi  llrcltn. 
aos.  daughter  uf  ihc  Dmn  of  Armi4th.  and  relict  of  Hiijcli,  third  Viscount 
PlfmpfWh  It  L*  iM>t  koown  how  nhe  became  so  aTdent  a  jacvbite  ;  but  ahc  cti- 
lainli'  naa  m,  for  she  wu  in  tlw  Hecrei  of  the  young  PrettiDdei'i  vUil  (a 
Lcndm,  which  {notwtthMsndine  Ih-.  Johnson's  dubrlKl)  did  ccnainlj  occnr, 
dMO^  kOOK  yew*  ewlicT  than  \^^0.     ^  ii»'g'*  AnfedoMy  p.  196.  aM  mit. 
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n^h^  llie  King  of  Prussia  liad  stopped  the  army  in  Ger- 
many; for  both  tht  army  and  the  fleet  would,  even 
without  orders,  have  fought  for  the  king,  to  whom 
they  had  engaged  themselves. 

Having  relatetl  so  many  particulars  concerning  the 
grandson  of  the  unfortunate  King  James  the  Second  ; 
having  given  due  jmiiBe  to  fidelity  and  generouit  at- 
tachment, which,  however  erroneous  the  judgment 
may  be,  are  honourable  for  tlie  lieart;  I  must  do 
the  Higlilanders  the  Justice  to  attest,  that  1  found 
every  wliere  amongst  Ihern  a  high  tiptnion  of  the 
virtues  of  the  king  now  upon  the  throne,  and  an 
honest  disposition  to  Imj  faithful  subjects  to  his  ma- 
jesty, wliose  family  has  possessed  the  sovereignty  of 
this  countr)'  so  long,  tliat  a  change,  even  for  the 
abdicated  family,  would  now  hurt  the  best  feelings 
of  all  his  subjects. 

The  abstract  point  of  right  would  involve  us  in  a 
discussion  of  remote  and  perplexed  questions;  and, 
after  all,  we  should  have  no  clear  principle  of  decision. 
That  establishment,  which,  from  political  necessity,  M 
took  place  in  1(>88,  by  a  breach  in  the  succession  of  " 
our  kings,  and  which,  whatever  benefits  may  have 
accrued  from  it,  certainly  gave  a  shock  to  our  mon- 
archy, the  able  and  constitutional  Blackistone  wisely    J 
rests  on  the  solid  footing  of  authority.     "Our  an-   " 
cestors  having  most  indisputably  a  competent  juris- 
diction to  decide  this  great  and  important  question, 
and  having,  in  fact,  decided  it,  it  is  now  become  our 
duty,  at  this  distance  of  time,  to  acfjuiesce  in  their 
determination'." 

Mr.  Haley,  the  present  Archdeacon  of  Carlisle,  in 
his  "  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy," 
having,  with  much  clearness  of  argument,  shown  the 
duly  of  submission  to  civil  govemuient  to  be  founded 

'  C'uniiitefiUuwi  nu  llic  Lkwi  of  Eitglontl,  book  i.  chi{k  S._Bobwbi.l. 
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neither  on  an  nuiefefisible  7«.v  divinttm.  nor  on  wni-  Tourto 
pact,  but  on  expediency,  lays  down  this  rational  po- 
sition :  **  In-egularity  iti  the  first  foundation  of  a 
state,  or  subsequent  violence,  fraud,  or  injustice,  iu 
getting  possession  of  the  sujffeme  power,  are  not 
sufficient  reasons  for  resistance,  after  the  government 
is  once  peaceably  settled.  No  subject  of  the  British 
empire  conceives  himself  engaged  to  vindicate  the 
justice  of  the  Norman  claim  or  conquest,  or  appre- 
hends that  his  duty  in  any  manner  de])ends  upon 
that  controversy.  So  likewise,  if  the  house  of  Lan- 
i^liter,  or  even  the  posterity  uf  Cromwell,  had  been 
at  this  day  seated  upon  the  throne  of  England,  we 
should  ha\e  been  as  little  concerned  to  inquire  how 
the  founder  of  the  family  came  there'," 

In  conformity  with  this  doclriue,  I  myself,  though 
fully  persuailed  that  the  Iiouse  of  Stuart  hatl  origi- 
nally no  right  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  for  that 


*  Book  vi,  chap.  ^  8iiK«  1  hare  qootnl  Mr.  Archdeacon  Pater  upon  one 
MlpfMt,  I  nnnot  but  trUMoibe,  Afoin  hu  exccUiml  wm-tc.  a  ilipiiinguwmil  pa.<Mgii 
IB  Mippotl  of  the  dirblian  Rveluion.  After  nhnwing,  in  ik-rent  but  atrooK 
tan*,  ibr  ■nfibncM  elf  the  Indlrcrt  attctiipts  of  modem  infiddi  to  umrtilc  Kiia 
fiHilii  rdigioua  ptlnci[dEi,  anil  pflnicularly  thtr itany,  baiitcr,  and  tineer  of  ODe, 
■him  W  poUtdjr  calli  "  «>  eliiquL^nt  hlstiiriut,"  ttiE  atcli(kacan  thus  rxpmM* 


**  SeriouMUM  ii  not  ranMntint  of  thought ;  oor  levity,  frocdnm.  Every  mind 
ahich  vbAicsIIic  advancenicnt  of  tnith  utd  knnwlol^^  in  the  mcMit  iitiportnnt 
of  *U  huuiMi  icMU^e*,  muiit  abhor  thit  RccDiiou*neu,  at  violating  iia  1i:m  the 
lava  of  n^Hming  than  the  rightA  of  ilttvury.  There  u  hut  va\e  tu'MTiption  of 
men  to  whow  prindpln  it  oofftit  to  bv  toUrabk.  I  mmn  tlut  ctaju  of  icaaocKia 
vbo  no  Mt  I'Uir  iit  chttstiinily,  even  suppmiing  it  (o  lie  inic  To  *uch  ad. 
ntBMfics  «e  addrcu  thit  R6ectlon.  Had  Je»u>  ('hri§t  delivered  no  other  dc- 
daniioo  than  ihc  foUoving,  *  The  hour  a  cominft  in  the  which  all  that  an  in 
te  gnvt*  shall  hrar  his  voice,  tmA  nhall  come  CotiIi  ;  they  that  hive  ilvne  well 
■M»  ibe  teMTRCtioo  of  life,  and  tbcj  ihu  hare  done  evil  unto  the  rcfUTrection  of 
dannatioa,*  he  had  pronouiiocd  a  muaa^  of  inMiimsble  importance,  and  well 
wdif  of  tliat  Rpleiidid  appamtua  of  prophecy  and  tniraclcs  (rilh  which  hit 
rrrirr'-Tt  wa»  introutKcd  and  attolcd :  a  nie*M^  in  which  ibc  wisest  of  mankind 
would  v^ioe  to  find  an  aiuwcr  to  ihcir  doubts,  and  rest  In  xhv'w  imjiiirira.  It 
la  Idle  lo  say  thai  a  future  state  had  been  iliaeavcTc«l  already.  It  huid  bo>;n  dis* 
BDHffW  aa  the  LV^Minican  Bystcm  was ;  it  wan  ore  gueas  aoiongsi  many.  He 
alooa  db«oven  who  ptn.e»  i  anil  no  umu  out  prove  (hi«  pctnt  bul  the  teacher 
who  testifies  by  mirarlea  that  hia  docniDC  eomea  frvm  Oixl.** — Itook  v.  ch«p.  0. 

If  infideliiy  be dlsbftenuoutljrd)sp4Bied  in  every  shape  that  is  Ukclyto  lUlurc,* 
■•fpciscv  or  bcsuile  the  iinapnaiinn,  in  a  fable,  » tale,  a  novel,  a  po«»i,  in  books 
«f  travels,  of  phOoiopity,  of  natural  hl«tOTy,  as  Air.  Paley  has  well  obsctrcd,  I 
hope  it  b  fair  in  meuituto  uicetsuch  poUon  with  an  unexpected  antidote,  which 
1  evinoi  doubt  will  be  found  poweifu). — Bukwell. 


Baliol,  And  not  Bruce,  was  the  lawful  heir,  should 
ycft  have  thought  it  ven*  culpable  to  hare  rebelled,  on 
that  account,  against  Charles  the  First,  or  even  a 
prince  of  that  house  much  nearer  the  lime,  in  order 
to  assert  the  claim  of  the  posterity  of  Baliol. 

However  coaviured  I  am  of  the  justice  of  that 
principle,  which  holds  allegiance  and  protection  to  be 
reciprocal,  I  do,  hovrever,  acknouiedge,  that  I  am 
not  satisfied  vril}i  the  cold  sentimeut  which  would 
confine  the  exertions  of  the  subjett  within  tlie  strict 
line  of  duty.  1  would  hare  every  breast  animated 
with  the  fervnur  of  loyalty ;  with  that  generous  at- 
tachment which  deligiits  in  doin^  somewhat  more 
llian  is  required,  and  makes "  ser\ice  perfect  freedom." 
And,  tlierefore,  as  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  on 
bis  accession  to  the  throne,  gloried  in  lK>irig  horn  a 
lirUoM :  so,  in  my  more  private  sphere,  JbJ^  ffte 
MMHc  denique  natum,  g-ra/u/or,  I  am  happy  that  a 
disputed  succession  no  longer  distracts  our  minds ; 
and  that  a  monarchy,  ei^tahlisbed  by  law,  is  now  so 
sanctioned  by  time,  that  we  can  fully  indulge  those 
feelings  of  loyally  which  I  am  ambitious  to  excite. 
They  are  feelings  which  have  ever  actuate<l  the  in- 
liahitants  of  the  Mighlands  and  the  Hebrides.  The 
plaut  of  loyalty  is  there  in  full  vigour,  and  the 
lirunswick  graft  now  flourishes  like  a  native  tiihoot. 
To  that  spirited  race  of  people  I  may  with  propriety 
apply  the  elegant  lines  of  a  modem  poet,  ou  the 
'*  facile  tem|»er  of  the  beauteous  sex :" 

**  Like  bud*  nrw-muftht,  who  flatter  Air  •  time, 
Ami  atnig)^  with  captifi^  b  v^ : 
B«i  b7.aBd.bT  the;  KM,  tbty  HDOoth  their  planin, 
And  to  mfw  mMHer*  ting  thrir  tanan  notn  ■." 

Surely  such  notes  arc  much  belter  than  the  que- 
rulous growlings  of  suspicious  whigs  and  discontented 
republicans. 

<  Adtk,  ■  tntfudjr,  hy  Jaim  Hutne 
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KiNsr-vhurg/i  i'om\uctcd  us  in  his  bnat,  across  one  Tour  to 
of  the  lochs,  as  tliey  eall  thfin.  or  arms  of  the  sea, 
which  flow  in  upon  all  the  coasts  of  Sky,  to  a  mile 
beyond  a  place  called  Grishinish.  Our  horses  had 
been  sent  round  by  land  to  inei-t  us.  By  this  sail 
we  saved  eight  miles  of  had  ridinjj.  Ur.  Johnson 
said,  '*  When  we  take  into  the  computation  what  we 
have  saved,  and  what  wc  have  gained  by  this  ;igree- 
able  sail,  it  is  a  fjrtat  deah"  He  observed,  "  it  is 
very  disagreeable  riding  in  Sky.  Tlie  way  is  so 
narrow,  one  only  at  a  time  can  travel,  so  it  is  quite 
unsocial;  and  you  cannot  indulge  in  ineditatiou  by 
yourself,  because  you  must  be  always  attending  to 
the  steps  which  your  horse  takes."  This  was  a  just 
and  clear  description  of  its  iiiconveniencies. 

Tlie  to]iick  of  emigration  being  again  introduced, 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  '*  a  rapacious  chief  would  make 
a  wilderness  of  his  estate."  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen 
told  us,  that  the  oppression,  which  then  made  so 
much  noise,  was  owing  to  landlords  listening  to  bad 
advice  in  the  letting  of  their  lands ' ;  that  interested 
and  designed  people  flattered  them  with  golden 
dreams  of  much  higher  rents  than  could  reasonably 
be  paid ;  and  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  tacksmen, 
or  upper  tenants,  were  themselves  in  part  the  occa- 
sion of  the  mischief,  by  overrating  the  farms  of  others. 
Tliat  many  of  the  tacksmen,  rather  than  comply 
with  exorbitant  demands,  had  gone  off  to  America, 
and  impoverished  the  country,  by  draining  it  of  its 
M'ealth ;  and  that  their  places  were  tilled  by  a  niunber 
of  poor  jKOple,  who  had  lived  under  tliem,  pro^ierly 
ipeaking,  as  servants,  paid  by  a  certain  proi>ortii)n  of 
the  produce  of  the  lands,  though  called  sub-tenants. 
I  observed,  that  if  the  men  of  substance  were  once 
banished  from  a  Highland  estate,  it  might  probably 

•  ISccCkneml  SlAdcod'i  Account  <>t'ihb  nuttta  in  his nM;nioin,.4/i/>rMUr.^ 
ttt.\ 
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m  its  Tilae;  for  one  bad  year' 
et  cf  paor  tratnts,  aud  men  of  any 
Bot  settle  in  sach  a  country,  unless 
the  ireipUtMia  at  getting  land  extremely  cheap ; 
A  inhafcitaai  of  any  good  countv  in  Britain  had 
T  gB  to  AnKrica  than  to  tbe  Uigblands  or  the 
Here,  therefore,  was  a  consideration  that 
oaghi  to  iadiicc  a  diief  to  act  a  wore  liberal  part^ 
fmm  a  mcr  nativie  of  interest,  independent  of  the 
liftr  and  Iwiatfialih-  principle  of  keeping  a  clan  to* 
gcdfter.  to  be  in  readiness  to  serre  his  king.  I  added, 
that  I  coold  not  betp  thinking  a  little  arbitrar)-  i>o\ver 
in  the  amcieign,  to  control  the  had  policy  and  gree- 
diuesi  of  the  chiefii;  might  sometimes  be  of  service. 
In  Fiance  a  diief  would  not  be  permitted  to  force  a 
■■mher  of  tbe  king's  imbjects  out  of  the  country. 
Dr.  Johnson  cotirurTed  with  me,  obeerriiirr.  that  '^wero 
an  oppressire  rhiefbun  a  subject  of  the  French  king, 
he  would,  probably,  be  adnioaisfaed  by  a  letter^" 

Daring  our  sail.  Dr.  J<^utson  askvd  about  the  use 
of  the  dirk,  with  which  he  imagined  the  Higlilanders 
cut  their  meat.  He  was  told,  they  bad  a  knife  and 
fork  besides  to  eat  with.  He  asked,  how  did  the 
women  do?  and  was  ausi%'ered,  some  of  iheni  had  a 
knife  aud  fork  loo ;  hut  in  general  the  men,  when  they 
hwl  cut  their  meatjiandcd  their  knives  and  forks  to  the 
women,  aud  they  themselves  eat  with  their  fingers.  ■ 
The  iild  tm/or^  of  Macdonald  always  eat  fish  with  his 
fingers  alleging  that  a  knife  aud  fork  gave  it  a  bad 
taste.  I  took  the  lilwrty  to  observe  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
that  he  did  so.  '*  Ves"  said  he,  "  but  it  is  because  I 
am  short-siphted,  and  afraid  of  bones,  for  which  reasou 
1  am  not  fond  of  eating  many  kinds  of  fish,  because 
1  must  use  my  fingers." 

Dr.  AI'Hherson's  "  Dissertations  on  Scottish  Anti- 

'  piouiiim,  DoJoubl.  *  '■  tetirr  dt  f*jArt.** Ed.] 

*  [He  ntmv  onr  of  ihc  fuWAy  (u  unck  pntnblj)  wbo  ww  guudiui  tluriiut 
ibe  iiiboniy  «f  the  Touoa  hcii— Ks.l 
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■quitics,"  which  he  had  looked  at  when  at  Corricha-  Tout  w 
tachiit,  lK*in|£f  mi'iitioned,  he  rt'inarkt-d,  that  "you 
jiiif^ht  read  half  an  hour,  and  ask  yourself  what  you 
had  been  reading:  there  were  so  many  words  to  so  little 
matter,  that  there  was  no  getting  through  the  book." 
As  soon  as  we  reachetl  the  shore,  we  took  leave  of 
Kin^shnr^h,  and  mounted  our  horses.  ^V^e  passed 
through  a  wild  moor,  in  many  places  so  soft  that  we 
were  obliged  to  walk,  which  was  very  fatiguing  to 
Dr.  Johnson.  Once  he  had  advanced  on  horseback 
to  a  vm*  bud  step.  There  was  a  steep  declirity  on 
bis  left,  to  which  he  was  so  near,  that  there  was  not 
room  for  him  to  dismount  in  the  usual  way.  He 
tried  to  alight  on  the  other  side,  as  if  he  had  been  a 
young  buck  imleeil,  but  |!i  the  attempt  he  fell  at  his 
length  uiwu  the  ground ;  from  which,  however,  he 
got  up  immediately  without  being  hurt.  During 
this  dreary  ride,  we  were  sometimes  relieved  by  a 
new  of  hranches  of  the  sea,  that  universal  medium 
of  connexion  amongst  mankind.  A  guide,  who  had 
been  sem  with  us  from  Kingsburgh,  explored  the 
way  (nnich  in  the  same  manner  as.  I  suppose,  is  pur- 
sued in  the  wilds  of  America)  liy  ol)serving  certain 
marks  known  only  to  the  inhabitants.  We  arrived 
at  Dunvegan  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  great  size 
of  the  castle,  which  is  partly  old  and  partly  new,  and 
is  built  upon  a  rock  close  to  the  sea,  while  the  land 
around  it  presents  nothing  but  wild,  moorish,  hilly, 
and  craggy  apiwarances,  gave  a  rmle  magnificence  to 
the  scene.  Having  dismounted,  we  ascended  a  flight 
of  steps,  which  was  made  by  the  late  MacLeod,  for  the 
accommodation  of  iiersons  coming  to  him  by  land, 
tliere  formerly  being,  for  security,  no  other  access  to 
the  castle  but  from  the  sea;  so  that  visitors  who 
came  by  the  land  were  under  the  necessity  of  getting 
into  a  boat,  and  sailed  round  to  tlie  only  place  where 
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TonM  it  could  be  approached.  We  were  introduce<l  into  a 
stately  diDing-rooni,  and  received  by  Lady  Macleod, 
mother  of  the  laird,  who,  with  his  frieud  TaVuher, 
having  beeu  detained  on  the  road,  did  not  arrive  till 
some  time  after  lis. 

We  found  the  lady  of  the  house  a  very  polite  and 
Bensible  woman,  who  liad  lived  for  some  time  in 
London,  and  had  there  been  in  Dr.  Johnson's  com- 
pany. After  we  had  dined,  we  repaired  to  the 
drawing-room,  where  some  oi  the  young  ladies  of  the 
family,  with  tlieir  mother,  were  at  tea.  This  room 
had  formerly  been  the  bed-chamber  of  Sir  Roderick 
Mac'leod,  one  of  the  old  lairds :  and  he  chose  it, 
because,  behind  it,  tliere  was  a  considerahle  cascade, 
the  sound  of  which  disposed  bim  to  sleep.  Above 
his  bed  was  this  inscription:  "  Sir  Korie  Mncleod  of 
Uunvegiin,  Kiii<;ht.  (iod  send  good  rest  I"  Rorie 
is  the  contraction  of  Roderick.  He  was  called  Rorie 
More,  that  is,  great  Rorie,  not  from  his  size,  but  from 
his  spirit.  Our  entertainment  here  was  in  so  elegant 
a  style,  and  reminded  my  fellow-traveller  so  much  of 
Kngland.  that  he  became  quite  Joyous.  He  laughed, 
and  said,  **  Boswell,  we  came  in  at  the  wrong  end  of 
this  island."  "  Sir,"  said  I, "  it  was  best  to  keep  this 
for  the  last,"  He  auswervd,  "  I  would  have  it  both 
first  and  last." 

Tuesdaij^  14M  Sejt/effiher. — Dr.  Johnson  said  in 
the  morning,  "  Is  uot  this  a  fine  lady  *  ?"  There  was 
not  a  word  now  of  his  **  impatience  to  be  in  civilissed 
life;"  though  indeed  1  tihuuUl  beg  pardon — he  fuuud 
it  here.     We  had  slept  welK  and  laiu  long.     After 

■  |51ir  WU  the  dftoghljtrof  AlfxamlcT  Bmdir.  Kf^tj.  c<r  ItnMlir,  liyan  Kirg  u 
Aivw.  iShe  tiMl  latrlv  naae  wlib  bcT  lUtigfaicrs  out  of  Ilampabinv  to  Mipoiin. 
tcnl  Itct  •oii'si  houa^hoM  ml  Dunngan.  Stc  hk  avmutri  in  tht  Appendix. 
Thia  nspc«t*blc  Uiljr  died  m  IHOS.  Il  hM  bnco  Hid  ih«  »hc  exprawl  run. 
sldcnblc  di»)iti»f>cU4U]  at  Or.  John<«n'»  ni<lc  bcbaTiPur  at  I>unve|^wi.  Her 
ftrandmn),  tlw  pnscnt  Marlmd,  suturr^  mt  that  k  mw  noi  m  :  "  thejr  Wat  all," 
neuyt.  cniphaiinUf,  '*dcli^htnl  with  Iuaii"w)d,  indctd,  hu  hihn't  tirminrt 
i:irr  ihc  Mnw  iniprcMion — Kd.J 
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breakfast  we  surveyed  the  castle  and  the  garden.  Tnutti* 
Mt.  Bethinie,  the  parish  minister,  Mu^iius  Madeod, 
of  Clagf^aii,  brother  to  Taf'tsh'ei\  and  Mack'od,  of  Hay, 
two  substantial  gentlemen  of  tlie  clan,  dined  with  us. 
^V'c  had  admirable  venison^  generous  wine ;  in  a  word, 
all  that  a  g;oo<l  table  has.  This  was  really  the  hall 
of  a  chief.  Lady  Macleod  had  been  mndi  obliged  to 
my  father,  who  liad  settled  by  arbitration  a  variety 
of  perplexed  claims  between  her  and  her  relation, 
the  Laird  of  Ikodie,  whieh  she  now  rej)aid  by  parti- 
cular attention  to  irie.  IVIadeud  started  the  subject 
of  making  women  do  penance  in  the  church  for  for- 
nication. JonxsoN.  "It  is  right,  sir.  Infamy  is 
attached  to  the  crime,  by  universal  opinion,  as  soon 
as  it  is  known.  I  would  not  be  the  man  who  would 
discover  it,  if  I  alone  knew  it,  for  a  woman  may  re- 
form ;  nor  would  I  commend  a  parson  who  divulges 
a  woman's  first  offence;  but  being  once  divulged,  it 
ought  to  be  infamous.  Consider  of  what  in)ix)rtance 
to  society  the  chastity  of  women  is.  Upon  that  all 
the  proi>erty  in  the  world  depends.  We  hang  a  thief 
for  stealing  a  sheep,  but  the  unchastity  of  a  woman 
transfers  sheep,  and  farm,  and  all,  from  the  right 
ovnier.  I  have  much  more  reverence  for  a  common 
prostitute  than  for  a  woman  who  conceals  her  guilt, 
Tlie  prostitute  is  known.  She  cannot  deceive  :  she 
cannot  bring  a  strumpet  into  tlie  arms  of  an  honest 
man,  without  his  knowledge."  Boswkll.  "There 
is,  however,  a  great  diiVercnce  between  the  licentious- 
ness of  a  single  woman,  and  that  of  a  married 
woman."  Johnson.  "Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  stealing  a  shilling  and  stealing  a 
thousand  poumis ;  between  simply  taking  a  man's 
purse,  and  ninrderiiig  him  fin^t.  and  then  taking  it. 
But  when  one  begins  to  be  vicious,  it  is  easy  to  go 
on.     AVTiere  single  women  are  licentious,  you  rarely 


fiad  faitWiil  maoTwd  woineii."  Boswell.  **And 
jct  ne  juv  told,  that  in  Mme  nstiMis  in  India,  Ae 
distiiKtioQ  is  itiktly  ctmemd."  Johnson.  **  Nay, 
don't  give  us  India.  Tbat  pots  me  in  mind  of  Mon- 
twqiogn,  wbo  is  really  a  felknr  of  genins  too  in  many 
iccpects;  wbrarrer  he  wants  to  support  a  strange 
opinion,  he  quotes  you  the  piactice  of  Japan,  or  of 
Mneotherdistant  country, of  which  he  knows  nothing. 
To  siqipMt  pcrfygamy,  he  tdls  you  of  the  island  of 
Formosa,  where  there  are  ten  women  born  for  one 
man.  He  had  bat  to  suppose  another  island,  where 
there  are  ten  men  ham  for  one  woman,  and  so  make 
a  maniage  between  them '." 

At  supper.  Lady  Macleod  mentioned  Dr.  Cadt^an's 
book  on  the  gout.  Johnson.  "  It  is  a  good  book 
in  general,  but  a  foolish  one  in  particulars.  It  is 
good  in  gennal,  as  recommending  temperance,  and 
exercise,  and  cheerfulness.  In  that  respect  it  is  only 
Dr.  Cheyne's  book  told  in  a  new  way;  and  there 
liioald  come  out  such  a  book  every  thirty  years, 
dressed  in  the  mode  of  the  times.  It  is  foolish,  in 
maintaining  that  the  gout  is  not  hereditary,  and  that 
one  fit  of  it,  when  gone,  is  like  a  fever  when  gone." 
Lady  Macleod  objected  tbat  the  author  does  not  prac- 
tise what  he  teaches  *.  Johnson.  "  I  cannot  help 
that,  madam.  That  does  not  make  bis  book  the 
worse.  People  are  influenced  more  by  what  a  man 
says,  if  his  practice  is  suitable  to  it,  because  they  are 
blockheads.     The  more  intellectual  people  are,  the 


I  What  my  frioid  tinted  u  bo  wild  s  suppotitkn  has  adiully  happened  in 
the  wetteiD  islatids  of  Scotland,  if  we  may  belicTc  Slarlin,  who  tells  it  of  the 
falaods  of  Col  and  Tyr-ji,  and  sayi  tbat  it  ia  prored  by  the  pariah  i^istcn. — 
B08WELL. 

*  This  wM  s  general  reflection  against  Dr.  Cadogan,  when  hia  ray  popular 
book  was  fint  published.  It  wan  said,  that  whatever  piecepta  he  might  gi?e 
to  others,  he  himself  indulged  freely  in  the  bottle^     But  I  ha^-e  since  had  the 

Elaaaurc  of  becoming  acquainted  with  him,  and,  if  his  own  tcsumony  may  be 
elieved   (and  I  have  never  heard  it  impeadied),  his  coutm  of  life  has  been  con- 
haoMe  to  his  doctrine  —^oawxtL. 
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rvadier  will  they  attend  to  what  a  man  tells  them.  Tou'  t« 
fJMt  is  just,  they  will  follow  it,  be  his  iiractice  what 
ftwill.  No  man  ])ractiscs  so  well  as  he  Avrites.  I 
hare,  oil  my  life  lonj^,  heen  lying  till  noon ;  yet  I 
tell  all  young  men,  and  tell  them  with  great  sincerity, 
that  noboily  who  does  not  rise  early  will  ever  do  any 
good.  Only  consider  !  You  read  a  hook ;  you  are 
convinced  by  it ;  you  do  not  know  the  authour. 
Suppose  you  afterwards  know  him,  and  find  that  he 
does  not  practise  what  he  teaches ;  are  you  to  give 
up  your  former  conviction  ?  At  this  rate  you  would 
be  kept  in  a  state  of  equilibrium,  when  reading  every 
book,  till  you  knew  how  the  authour  practised/' 
"  But,"  said  Lady  Macleod,  **  you  would  think  better 
of  l)r.  C'adogau,  if  he  acted  according  to  his  prin- 
ciples.** Johnson.  "  Why,  madam,  to  be  sure,  a 
man  who  acts  in  the  face  of  light  is  worse  than  a  man 
who  docs  not  know  so  much ;  yet  I  think  no  man 
should  be  the  worse  thought  of  for  publishing  good 
principles.  There  is  something  noble  in  publishing 
truth,  though  it  condemns  one's  self."  I  expressed 
some  surprise  at  Cadogan's  recommending  good  hu- 
mour, as  if  it  were  quite  in  our  own  |iowcr  to  attain 
It,  Johnson.  "  Why,  sir,  a  man  grows  better  hu- 
moured as  be  grows  older.  He  improves  by  expew 
rience.  ^^'hen  young,  he  thinks  himself  of  great 
consequence,  and  everj^  thing  of  importance.  As  he 
advances  in  life,  he  learns  to  think  himself  of  no 
consequence,  and  little  things  of  little  im)iortance ; 
and  so  he  becomes  more  patient,  and  better  pleased. 
All  good-humour  and  coniplaisance  are  acquired. 
Naturally  a  child  seizes  directly  what  it  sees,  and 
thinks  of  pleasing  itself  only.  By  degrees,  it  is  taught 
to  please  others,  and  to  prefer  others ;  and  that  this 
will  ultimately  produce  the  greatest  happiness.  If  a 
man  is  not  convinced  of  that,  he  never  will  practise 
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T«»  it.  ConuDOD  language  speaks  the  truth  as  to  this : 
«e  ST.  a  person  is  well  bred.  As  it  is  said,  tha^ll 
Bxafiffiu  motion  is  primarily  in  a  right  line,  and  is 
mfvo-^rrcimnAra,  nerer  in  another  fcnm,  unless  by 
wuw  ponkvlar  cause ;  so  it  may  be  said  intellectual 
imjcaiK  u^''  Lady  Macleod  asked,  if  no  man  was  na- 
zn3il7  pnoA  f  JOHXSOX.  ^  No,  madam,  no  more 
txttML  a  vwlC  BoswcLL.  "  Xor  no  woman,  sir  ?" 
J'JSTCjeN.  ~X«v  sxr."  Lady  Macleod  started  at 
xaJSs.  firriaic-  in  >  iov  ^oke^  ''This  is  wwse  than 

X~LiMii  tft'  l.~&Bssk  had  come  in  the  afternoon. 
MT^  wee  a  joval  cmopaDT  at  supper.  The  laird, 
utrstmmini  bv  so  maar  of  his  clan,  was  to  me  a 
fufx^ui^  ^aehc  TWt  Iistmed  with  wonder  and 
pufosare.  while  Dt.  Johnsoa  harai^ned.  I  am  vexed 
that  I  canaoc  tike  down  hcs  AtU  strain  of  eloquence. 

Wrdmeadmif^  \oik  Septewt^rr. — ^The  gentlemen  of 
the  dan  w«it  avay  eariy  in  the  morning  to  the  har- 
bour of  Loi^bcaccadale,  to  take  leave  of  some  of  their 
friends  who  were  going  to  America.  It  was  a  very 
wet  day.  \A*e  looked  at  Rttrit  Jt/orr*s  horn,  which  is 
a  laige  cow's  horn,  with  the  mouth  of  it  ornamented 
with  silver  curiously  carred.  It  holds  rather  more 
than  a  bottle  and  a  half.  Every  Laird  of  Macleod, 
it  is  said,  must,  as  a  proof  of  his  manhood,  drink  it 
off  full  of  claiet,  without  laying  it  down.  From 
Rorie  More  many  of  the  branches  of  the  family  are 
descended ;  iu  particular,  the  Talisker  branch  ;  so 
that  his  name  is  much  talked  of.  We  also  saw  his 
bow,  which  hardly  any  man  now  can  bend,  and  his 
glaymore,  which  was  wielded  with  both  hands,  and 
is  of  a  prodigious  size.  We  saw  here  some  old  pieces 
of  iron  armour,  immensely  heavy.     The  broad-sword 

'  [It  wBcmt  as  if  BnewcD  and  Lady  Macleod  had  expected  that  JohnMin 
would  hare  excepted  women  from  the  general  lot  of  tnankiiid, — Ed.] 
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now  used,  though  called  the  t^aumore '  (r.  e.  the  ff/Yw/  Tour  to 

~  H  f  t>rifl  T 

itirora),  is  much  smaller  than  that  used  in  Korie 
Mores  time.  There  is  hardly  a  target  now  to  be 
found  in  the  Highlands.  After  the  disanuing  act, 
they  made  thera  serve  as  covers  to  tlieir  hutter-milk 
barrels ;  a  kind  of  change,  like  beating  spears  into 
pruning-hooks. 

Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Works  (the  folio  edition) 
happened  to  lie  in  a  window  in  the  dining>room.  I 
asked  Dr.  Johnson  to  look  at  the  Characteres  Advo- 
cafontm.  He  allowed  him  power  of  mind,  and  that 
he  understood  very  well  what  he  tells ;  hut  said,  tliat 
there  was  too  much  declamation,  and  that  the  Latin 
was  not  correct.  He  found  fault  with  approphujua- 
bant,  in  the  character  of  (Jilmour,  1  tried  him  with 
the  opposition  Ijetween  gloria  and  jHilnui^  in  the  com- 
parison  between  Gilmour  and  Nisbet,  which  Lord 
Hailes,  in  his  "Catalogue  of  the  Lords  of  Session," 
thinks  difficult  to  be  understood.  The  words  are, 
** penes  iUuni  gloria,  penes  hunc palma"  In  a  short 
Account  of  Uie  Kirk  of  Scotland,  which  I  published 
>iotne  years  ago,  I  applied  these  words  to  the  two 
contending  parties,  aiul  explained  them  thus :  "  The 
popular  party  has  most  eloquence ;  Dr.  Robertson's 
party  most  influence."  I  was  very  desirous  to  hear 
Dr.  Johnson's  explication.  Johnson.  "  I  see  no  dif- 
ficulty. Gilmour  was  mtmired  for  his  parts ;  Nisbet 
carried  his  cause  by  his  skill  in  law.  Palma  is 
victory."  I  observed,  that  the  character  of  Nichol- 
son, in  this  book,  resembled  that  of  Durke :  for 
it  is  said,  in  one  place,  " /h  om/tes  lusos  ct  Jocos 
$e  sape  resolvebat ' ;"  and,  in  another,  "  sed  accipi- 


•  (Cominonljr  catlo]  chttmore,  bui  inoru  propeilj'  frlnymiwr,  gmti  eitiivf* 
Mwrc,  the  frcM  >iro:d.  Etitv  one  knomti  ihni  U9  Uiis  ilaj  »  Urges  awom  b,  tn 
YttaA,  e«llod;flaiiv,  the  okl  Celtic  word. — £d.] 

>  Bt  oIWi  indulged  bittifclf  In  cvtijr  i[i<xit»  of  |ilcauflcrT  mm)  wit  — Boi< 
wttU 
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i  nmtftn.Su  ^Hjmamdo  tutantium  sublimi 
mJiafa,  im  pntdam  miro  impetu  de- 
JoHXsox.  **  Xo,  sir ;  I  never  heard 
a  enod  joke  in  my  life.'*     Boswei^l. 
c  ST.  T*«  »iL  aDov  he  is  a  hawk."     Dr.  Jofan- 
"ainaTTie  ^M  I  meant  this  of  his  joking,  said, 
'"  Xr..  ■^.  Af  3^  nx.  the  hawk  there.     He  is  the  beetle 
in  I^i^  idr^*     I  sSi  adbeved  to  my  metaphor,  "  But 
fe  111  I  V  lif  hawt'     JoBXSON.  "  Yes,  sir ;  but 
Mtkiz^.'     Madeod  asked,  what  is  the 
ESceQnre  H  Bnike  s  eloquence  ?     JoHN- 
jc  ?c  ^  Cw^MvcswsF  and  fiertility  of  allusion ;  a  power 
•#c  A^iaaixt  aif  hv  matta,  by  placing  it  in  various 
TsiKuns.     Bsxke  h»$  great  information,  and  great 
Ammnmi  d^^ssca^e:  thoogfa,  in  my  opinion,  it  has 
Xkic  3K  ewcy  zvspKt  the  highest  elegance.*'     Bos- 
vxii..  "^  J>fi  ysm.  think,  sir.  that  Burke  has  read 
Ocwv  K«c&  ?*    Johnson.  *•  I  don't  believe  it,  sir. 
RBfce  kK  great  knowledge,  great  fluency  of  words, 
jmI  tiTVM  praaptness  of  ideas,  so  that  he  can  speak 
«^  fTVOS  niustratioa  on  any  subject  that  comes  be- 
i.'W  hissu     He  b  neitfaef  like  Cicerc^  nor  like  De- 
ncvtbtTttes.  dcc  like  any  one  else,  but  speaks  as  well 

In  the  $i3:ty-fitUi  page  of  the  first  volume  of  Sir 
t^Y^  Madceuzie.  Dr.  Johnson  pointed  out  a  para- 
trapfc  Ivctnmng  with  Aristotle,  and  told  me  there 
«:»$  an  envv  in  the  te^  which  he  bade  me  try  to 
dtwynvT.  I  was  lucky  enough  to  hit  it  at  once.  As 
the  passage  is  printed,  it  is  said  that  the  devil  answers 
nvtt  in  m^tur*.  I  corrected  it  to — eter  in  t^nignuu. 
*  Sir,*  said  he,  "  you  are  a  good  critick.  This  would 
have  been  a  great  thing  to  do  in  the  text  of  an  ancient 
authour.** 

*  Bat  likr  ihe  htwk,  haring  toaxei  with  a  httir  ili^t  to  ■  height  which  the 
ft*  cMiM  not  rmIi.  be  «M  w«nt  tg  twoi^  upon  his  quutj  with  wondcriul  n- 

pidkr.—BtMWKLL. 
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Thurs(hy^    \Qth  Sqytcmbcr. — Last  niglit  miuli  Toumo 
care  was  Uikeii  of  Di*.  Julinsoii,  wlio  was  still  dis- 
tressed by  his  colli.     He  hud  hitherto  most  strangely 
slept  without  a  nightcap.     Miss  Ma^rleod  made  him 

p  a  large  flannel  one,  and  fie  was  prevailed  with  to 
drink  a  little  brandy  when  he  was  going  to  betl.  He 
has  great  virtue,  in  not  drinking  wine  or  any  fcr- 
mente<I  liquor,  because,  as  he  acknowledged  to  »s, 

■  be  could  not  do  it  in  moderation.  Lady  Madeod 
would  hardly  believe  him,  and  said,  "  I  am  sure,  sir, 
you  would  not  carry  it  too  far."  JoirxsoN.  "  Nay, 
madam,  it  carried  me.  I  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
long  illness  to  leave  it  off.  It  was  then  prescribed 
to  nic  not  to  drink  wine;  and  having  broken  ofl' the 
habit,  I  have  never  returned  to  it " 

In  the  argument  on  Tuesilay  night,  about  natural 
goodness.  Dr.  Johnson  denietl  that  any  child  was 
better  than  another,  but  by  difference  of  instruction; 
though,  in  consequence  of  greater  attention  being 
paid  to  instniction  by  one  child  than  another,  and 
of  a  variety  of  imperceptible  causes,  such  as  instruc- 
tion being  counteracted  by  servants,  a  notion  was 
conceived,  that  of  two  children,  equally  well  educated, 
one  was  naturally  much  worse  than  another.  He 
owne«l,  this  morning,  that  one  might  have  a  greater 
aptitude  to  learn  tlian  another,  and  that  we  inherit 
dispositions  from  our  parents.  **  1  inherited,"  said 
he,  "  a  vile  melancholy  from  my  father,  which  has 
made  me  mad  all  my  life,  at  least  not  sober."  Lady 
Macleod  wondered  he  should  tell  this.  '*  Mailani," 
said  I^  "  he  knows  that  with  that  madness'  he  is 
superior  to  other  men.*' 

I  have  often  been  astonishe*!  with  what  exactness 


t  ^Hr.  BoawfiB  wan,  ve  KC,  ilie  fXA  tc  puliliah  thit  fut,  though  br  cbcwe  Iq 
■ — ' ' — \  tot  ftUodinm  10  it ;  Kc  anlt^  t.  1.  p.  SJ.  See  aiao  Misa  llcjmoUs'ii 

»f  Dr.  Jahuton,  in  tlic  nppv'nilix  lo  \\k  l«t  vol — Ki(.] 
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IT  Ik  viD  expUn  the  process  of  any 
He  tiis  Hiorafiig  explained  to  us  all  the  ope- 
of  eainxi^  and,  at  night,  all  the  operation  of 
I.  so  TOT  dtaxh-,  that  Mr.  M*Queen  said, 
ht  htaad  the  fint,  he  thought  he  had  been 
ked  in  the  Mint :  vben  he  heard  the  second,  that 
ke  kad  been  fend  a  bremer. 

I  v»  c£tted  In-  the  thought  of  baring  been  able 
to  cKare  sach  a  man  to  this  mnote  port  of  the  world. 
A  ^mbavta^  ret  jast  ima^  presented  itself  to  my 
■BBd,  vhich  I  cxpnssed  to  the  company.  I  com- 
pnmd  mj^fielf  to  a  dog  who  has  got  hold  of  a  large 
pHce  of  nMnt,  and  mns  amy  with  it  to  a  comer, 
vkne  he  may  deraur  it  in  peace,  without  any  fear 
of  oUmss  takii^  it  frvm  him.  **  In  London,  Rey- 
udUs,  Bcandefk,  and  aD  of  them,  are  contending 
who  diaD  enjoy  Dr.  JohnsMi*s  conversation.  We 
are  fensting  upon  it,  undisturbed,  at  Dunv^an.** 

It  was  still  a  stonn  of  wind  and  rain.  Dr.  John- 
son howerer  walked  out  with  Madeod,  and  saw  Rorie 
3/orr*s  cascade  in  full  perfection.  Colonel  Macleod, 
instead  erf"  being  all  life  and  gaiety,  as  I  have  seen 
him,  was  at  present  grave,  and  somewhat  depressed 
by  his  anxious  concern  about  Madeod's  affairs,  and 
bv  finding  some  gentlemen  of  the  clan  by  no  means 
disposed  to  act  a  generous  or  affectionate  part  to 
their  chief  in  his  distress,  but  bargaining  with  him 
as  with  a  stranger*.  However,  he  was  agreeable  and 
polite,  and  Dr.  Johnson  said  he  was  a  very  pleasing 
man.  My  fellow-traveller  and  I  talked  of  going  to 
Sweden ;  and,  while  we  were  settling  our  plan,  I 
expressed  a  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  seeing  the 
king.  JoHXsox.  "  I  doubt,  sir,  if  he  would  speak 
to  us."    Colonel  Macleod  said,  "  I  am  sure  Mr.  Bos- 

>  [Sec  Ml  iottKatn^  Mcoant  of  iLcae  nogotwdoos  in  Hadrad'a  iiemoiri,  Ap- 
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well  would  speak  to  him."*  But  seeiug  nie  a  little  Toutw 
disconcerted  by  his  ivniark,  be  politely  addeil,  "  and 
with  great  propriety."  Here  let  n»e  offer  a  short 
defence  of  tliat  propensity  in  my  disposition,  to 
which  this  gentleman  alluded.  It  has  procured  me 
much  happiness.  I  hope  it  does  not  deserve  so 
hard  a  name  as  either  forwardness  or  impudence. 
If  X  know  myself,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  eager- 
ness to  share  the  society  of  men  distinguished  either 
by  their  rank  or  their  talents,  and  a  diligence  to 
attain  what  I  desire.  If  a  man  is  praised  for  seeking 
knowledge,  though  mountains  and  seas  are  in  his 
way.  may  he  not  be  panloned,  whose  ardour,  in  the 
pursuit  of  tlie  same  object,  leads  bun  to  encoimter 
difBculties  as  great,  though  of  a  different  kind  ? 

After  the  lailies  were  gone  from  table,  we  talked 
of  the  Highlanders  not  having  sheets ;  and  this  led 
us  to  consider  the  advantage  of  wearing  linen. 
JoHNSUN.  '^  Ail  animal  sul>stances  arc  less  cleanly 
tlian  vegetables.  Wool,  of  which  flannel  is  made, 
is  an  animal  substance ;  flannel  therefore  is  not  so 
cleanly  as  linen.  I  remember  I  used  to  think  tar 
dirty ;  but  when  I  knew  it  to  be  only  a  preparation 
of  the  juice  of  the  pine,  1  thought  so  no  longer.  It 
is  not  disagreeable  to  have  the  gum  that  oozes  from 
a  plum-tree  njxjn  your  fingers,  because  it  is  vegetable; 
but  if  you  have  any  candle-grease,  any  tallow  upon 
your  fingers,  you  are  uneasy  till  you  rub  it  off. — I 
have  often  thought  that,  if  I  ke|)t  a  seraglio,  the 
ladies  should  all  wear  linen  gowns,  or  cotton  —  I  mean 
stuffs  made  of  vegetable  substances.  I  would  iiave  no 
BiUc ;  you  cannot  tell  when  it  is  clean :  it  will  be 
very  nasty  before  it  is  jwrceived  to  be  so.  Linen 
detects  its  own  dirtiness." 

To  hear  the  grave  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  "  that 
HiajeHtick  teacher  of  moral  and  religious  wisdom/' 
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Tour  w  wliile  sitting  solemn  in  an  arm-chair  in  the  Isle  of 
Sky,  talk,  ex  cathcdrt'i,  of  his  keeping  a  seraglio,  and 
acknowledge  tliat  the  supposition  had  often  been  in 
hin  thoughts,  struck  me  so  forcibly  with  ludicrous 
contrast,  that  I  could  not  but  laugh  immoderntely.  He 
was  loo  proud  to  submit,  eveu  for  a  niomcut,  to  be 
the  object  of  ridicule,  and  instantly  retaliated  with 
such  keen  sarcastick  wit,  and  such  a  variety  of  de- 
grading images,  of  every  one  of  which  I  was  the 
o])jeot,  that,  though  I  can  Ijear  such  attacks  as  wvll 
as  most  men,  I  yet  found  myself  so  much  the  sport 
of  all  the  company,  that  X  would  gladly  expunge 
from  my  mind  every  trace  of  this  severe  retort. 

Talking  of  our  friend  Langton's  house  in  Lincoln- 
shire, he  said,  **  the  old  house  of  the  family  was 
burnt.  A  temjwrary  building  was  erected  in  its 
room  ;  and  to  this  day  they  have  been  always  adding 
as  the  family  increased.  It  is  like  n  sliiit  madu  for 
a  man  when  he  was  a  child,  and  enlarged  always  as 
he  grows  older." 

We  talked  to-night  of  Luther's  allowing  the  Land- 
grave of  llesse  two  wives,  and  that  it  was  with  the 
consent  of  the  wife  to  whom  he  was  first  married. 
JoHNSoy.  "There  was  no  iiarm  in  this,  so  far  as 
she  was  only  concerned,  because  volenti  non  Jit  /«- 
juria.  But  it  was  an  offence  against  the  general 
order  of  society,  and  agaiust  the  law  of  the  Gospel, 
by  which  one  man  and  one  woman  are  to  be  united. 
No  man  can  have  two  wives,  but  by  preventing 
somebody  else  from  having  one  \" 

Frii/ai/,  17 fh  September.— AitQt  dinner  yester- 
day, we  had  a  conversation  ujion  cunning.  Macleod 
said  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  cunning  people;  but 


'  [Till*  U  •  ffllic,  «m1,  it  ii  )bu1  rvcii  nwro  of  iiuih  111  it,  UK^nuTDir  a  ground 
on  Hliidi  lo  Iniilil  t>m  yj^M  diviriiie  -a  doctrine  which  i.-.  Oil-  fiiuiHlntion  of  all 
human  dviliuiion,  whI  oTmU  indiritiunl  hnpptiina.— Eu  ) 
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would  let  them  play  tlieir  trieks  about  him  likeTniirio 
monkeys.  **  IJut  (said  I),  they'll  st+atch ;"  and 
Mr.  M'Queen  added,  '*  they  Ml  invent  new  tricks,  as 
soon  as  you  find  out  what  they  do."  Johnson. 
*'  Cimning  has  effect  from  the  cn^hility  of  otliers, 
rather  than  from  the  abilities  of  those  who  arc  cim- 
oing.  It  requires  no  extraordinary  talents  to  lie  and 
deceive."  This  led  us  to  consider  whether  it  did  not 
recjuire  great  abilities  to  be  very  wicked.  Johnson. 
"  It  requires  great  abilities  to  have  the  power  of 
being  very  wicketl ;  but  not  to  bc^  very  wieke<l.  ^ 
man  who  has  the  power,  which  great  abilities  pro-*« 
cure  him,  may  use  it  well  or  ill ;  and  it  requires 
more  abilities  to  use  it  well,  than  to  use  it  ill. 
Wickedness  is  always  easier  than  virtue;  for  it  takes 
the  short  cut  to  every  thing.  It  is  iuueh  easier  to 
steal  a  hundred  poiinds,  than  to  get  it  by  labour,  or 
any  other  way.  Consider  only  what  act  of  wicked- 
nt-ss  requires  great  abilities  to  commit  it,  when  once 
the  person  who  is  to  do  it  has  the  power ;  for  fhere 
is  the  distinction.  It  requires  great  abilities  to  con- 
quer an  army,  but  none  to  maiisacre  it  after  it  is 
conquered.** 

The  weather  this  day  was  rather  better  than  any 
liiat  we  bad  since  wc  came  to  IJiinvegan.  Mr. 
M'Queen  had  often  mentioned  u  curious  piece  of 
antiquity  near  this,  which  he  called  a  temple  of  the 
goddeKS  Anaitis.  Having  often  Uilked  of  going  to 
see  it.  he  and  I  set  out  after  breakfast,  attended  by 
hie  servant,  a  fellow  qviite  like  a  savage.  I  must 
observe  here,  that  in  Sky  there  seems  to  be  much 
idleness;  for  men  aud  boys  follow  you,  as  coUs  fol- 
low pnsseogers  upon  a  road.  1'he  usual  figiu-e  of  a 
Sky-boy  is  a  lown  with  bare  legs  and  feet,  a  dirty 
kilt,  nigged  coat  and  waistcoat,  a  bare  Iiead,  and  a 
hiick  in  his  hand,  which.  I  suppose,  is  partly  to  help 
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T««to  the  lazy  rogue  to  walk,  partly  to  serve  as  a  kind  ot 
a  defensive  weapon.  We  walked  what  is  called  two 
miles,  but  is  probably  four,  from  the  castle,  till  we 
came  to  the  sacred  place.  The  country  around  is  a 
Uack  dreary  moor  on  all  sides,  except  to  the  sea- 
coast,  towards  whidi  there  is  a  view  through  a  valley; 
and  the  farm  of  Bay  shows  some  good  land.  The 
place  itself  is  green  ground,  being  well  drained,  by 
means  of  a  deep  glen  on  each  side,  in  both  of  which 
there  runs  a  ri\-ulet  with  a  good  quantity  of  water, 
^ming  several  cascades,  which  make  a  considerable 
appearance  and  sound.  The  first  thing  we  came  to 
was  an  earthen  mound,  or  dyke,  extending  from  the 
one  precipice  to  the  other.  A  little  farther  on  was 
a  strong  stone  wall,  not  high,  but  very  thick,  ex- 
tending in  the  same  manner.  On  the  outside  of  it 
were  the  ruins  of  two  houses,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
entry  or  gate  to  it.  The  wall  is  built  all  along  of 
uucemented  stones,  but  of  so  large  a  size  as  to  make 
a  ^'ery  Ann  and  durable  rampart.  It  has  been  built 
all  aUmt  the  consecrated  ground,  except  where  the 
precipice  is  stivp  enough  to  form  an  enclosure  of  it- 
self. The  sacred  spot  contains  more  than  two  acres. 
There  are  within  it  the  ruins  of  many  houses,  none 
of  them  lai^, — a  cairn, — and  many  graves  marked 
bv  dusters  of  stoues.  Mr.  M 'Queen  insisted  that 
the  r\tiu  of  a  small  building,  standing  east  and  west, 
\«iis  actiiallv  the  temple  of  the  goddess  Anaitis,  where 
her  statue  was  kept,  and  from  whence  processions 
wx^re  made  to  wash  it  in  one  of  the  brooks.  There 
is«  it  must  be  ownet),  a  hollow  road  visible  for  a  good 
way  from  the  entrance ;  but  Mr.  M*Queen,  with  the 
kwu  eye  of  an  ajititjuarj-,  traced  it  much  farther  than 
I  ciHild  peiwive  it.  There  is  not  above  a  foot  and  a 
UnU  in  heii*ttt  of  the  walls  now  remaining ;  and  the 
whole  extent  of  the  building  was  never,  I  imagine. 
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greater  than  an  onlinary  Highland  house.  Mr.  Tour  w 
&rQue«n  lias  collected  a  great  deal  of  Icaniing  on 
the  suhject  of  the  temple  of  Anaitis;  and  1  had  en- 
deavouretU  in  my  Journal,  to  state  such  particulars 
as  might  give  Boine  idea  of  it,  and  of  the  surround- 
ing sceuery ;  hut  from  the  great  difficulty  of  de- 
scribing visible  objects,  I  found  my  account  so  un- 
satisfactory, that  my  readers  would  probably  have 
exclaimed 

>*Ani  write  about  it,  gnddew,  atti  febout  il')" 

and  therefore  I  have  omitted  it. 

When  we  got  home,  and  were  again  at  table  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  we  first  talked  of  portraits.  He  agreed 
in  thinking  them  valuable  in  families.  I  wisliefl  to 
know  which  he  preferred,  fine  portraits,  or  those  of 
which  the  merit  was  resemblance.  Johnson.  "Sir, 
their  chief  excellence  is  being  like,"  Boswell. 
••  Are  you  of  that  opinion  as  to  the  [wrtraits  of  an- 
cestors, whom  one  has  never  seen?"  Johnson.  "  It 
then  becomes  of  more  consequence  that  they  should 
be  like ;  and  I  would  have  them  in  tlie  dress  of  the 
limes,  which  makes  a  piece  of  history.  One  should 
like  lo  see  how  Rorie  More  looked.  Truth,  sir,  is 
of  the  greatest  value  in  the.<ie  things."  Mr.  M 'Queen 
observed,  that  if  you  think  it  of  no  consequence 
whether[K>rtraitsarelike,if  tliey  are  but  well  painted, 
you  may  be  iudiiTerent  whether  a  piece  of  history  is 
true  or  not,  if  well  told. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  at  breakfast  to-day,  "that  it  was 
but  of  late  that  historians  bestowed  pains  and  at- 
tention in  consulting  records,  to  attain  to  acciu-acy. 
Uacon,  in  writing  his  History  of  Henry  VII.,  does 
not  seem  to  have  consulted  any,  but  to  have  just  taken 
what  he  found  in  other  histories,  and  blended  it  with 
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Tour  lo  what  lie  learnt  by  tradition."  He  agre«I  witli  nie 
that  there  shmild  Ijo  a  dirouicle  kept  in  every  con- 
siderahle  family,  to  preserve  the  characters  and  trans- 
actions of  successive  generations. 

After  dinner  I  started  the  subject  of  the  tein]>Ie 
of  Anaitis.  Mr.  M'Qucen  had  laid  stress  on  the 
name  given  to  the  jilace  by  the  country  jieople, — 
Ahmit ;  and  added,  "  I  knew  not  what  to  make  of 
tills  piece  of  antiquity,  till  I  met  with  the  Atwit'idis 
(h'lubrum  in  Lydia,  mentioned  by  Paitsanias  and  the 
elder  Pliny."  Dr.  Johnson,  with  his  usual  xicuteness, 
examined  Mr.  M'Quccn  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Ahmity  in  Krse;  and  it  proved  to  Iw  a  water- 
place,  or  a  place  uear  water,  "  which,"  said  Mr. 
M 'Queen,  "agrees  with  all  the  descriptions  of  the 
temjdes  of  that  goddess,  which  were  situated  near 
rivers,  that  there  might  be  water  to  wash  the  statue." 
Johnson.  **  Nay,  sir,  the  argument  from  the  name 
is  gone.  The  name  is  exhausted  by  what  we  see. 
We  have  no  occasion  to  go  to  a  distance  for  what  we 
ran  pick  up  under  our  feet.  Had  it  been  an  acci- 
dental name,  the  similarity  between  it  and  Auai/tJc 
might  have  had  something  in  it ;  but  it  turns  out  to  ■ 
be  a  mere  physiological  naane."  Macleod  said,  Mr. 
McQueen's  knowledge  of  etymology  had  destroyed 
his  conjecture.  Johnson.  *'Ves,  sir;  Mr.  M'Queen 
is  like  the  eagle  mentioned  by  Waller,  who  was  shot  ■ 
with  an  arrow  feathered  from  his  own  wing."  Mr. 
M'Queen  would  not,  however,  give  up  his  conjecture. 
Johnson.  *•  Vdu  have  one  possibility  for  you,  and 
all  }H)ssibilities  against  you.  It  is  possible  it  may  be  ■ 
the  temple  of  Anaitis  ;  but  it  is  also  possible  that 
it  may  be  a  fortification ;  or  it  may  be  a  place  of 
Christian  worship,  as  the  first  Christiaus  of^en  chose 
remote  and  wild  places,  to  moke  an  impression  on  the 
mind ;  or,  if  it  was  a  heathen  temple,  it  may  have 
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been  built  near  a  river,  for  the  purpose  of  lustration ;  X"?'^ 
and  lliere  is  such  a  multitude  of  divinities,  lo  whom 
it  may  liave  been  detiit-ated,  that  the  chance  of  its 
being  a  temple  of  Anaitis  is  hardly  any  thiug.  It 
is  like  throwing  a  grain  of  sand  upon  the  sea-shore 
to-dxiy,  and  thinking  yon  may  fnid  it  to-morrow.  No, 
sir,  this  temple,  like  many  an  ill-built  edifice,  tumbles 
do^vll  before  it  is  roofe<l  in."  lu  his  triumph  over  the 
reverend  anti4[uarian,  he  indulged  himself  in  a  conceit; 
for,  some  vestige  of  the  altar  of  the  goddess  being  much 
insisted  ou  in  support  of  the  hypothesis,  he  said, 
"Mr.  M*Queen  is  fighting /)ro  aris  etjocut" 

It  was  wonderful  how  well  time  passed  in  a  remote 
castle,  and  in  dreary  weather.  After  supper,  we 
talked  of  Pennant.  It  was  objected  lliat  he  was 
sufierficiHl.  Ur.  Johnson  defended  him  warmly.  He 
said,  "  Pennant  has  greater  variety  of  inquiry  than 
almost  any  man,  aud  has  told  us  more  than  jierhaps 
one  in  ten  thousand  could  have  done,  in  the  time 
that  he  took.  He  has  not  said  what  he  was  to  tell ; 
so  you  cannot  find  fault  with  him  for  what  he  has 
not  told.  If  a  man  comes  to  look  for  fishes,  you 
cannot  blame  him  if  he  does  not  attend  to  fowls." 
**  But,"  said  Colonel  Macleod,  "  he  mentions  the  un- 
reasonable rise  of  rents  in  the  Highlands,  and  says 
'the  gentlemen  are  for  emptying  the  bag  without 
filling  it,'  for  that  is  ttte  jihrase  he  uses.  Why  does 
he  not  tell  how  to  fill  it?"  Johnson.  "Sir,  there 
is  no  end  of  negative  criticism.  He  tells  what  he 
observes,  aiul  as  much  as  lie  chooses.  If  he  tells  what 
is  not  true,  you  may  find  faidt  with  him ;  but,  though 
he  telU  that  the  land  is  not  well  cultivate<I,  he  is  not 
obliged  to  tfll  how  It  may  lie  well  cultivated.  If  I 
tell  that  many  of  tlie  Highlanders  go  bare-footed,  I 
am  uot  obliged  to   tell   how   tliey  may   get  shoes. 
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Pennant  tells  a  fact.  He  need  go  no  farther,  excvpT 
he  pleases.  He  exliausts  nothing;  and  no  subject 
whatever  has  yet  been  exhausted.  But  Pumiant  has 
surely  told  a  great  deal.  Here  is  a  man  six  feet  high, 
and  you  are  angry  because  he  is  not  seven."  Not- 
\sithstanding  this  eloquent  Oratio  pro  Penna/ttio, 
which  they  who  have  read  this  gentleman's  Tours,  and 
recollect  the  6a>'age  and  tht;  shopkeejKr  at  Monboildo, 
will  |)robably  impute  to  the  spirit  of  contradiction,  I 
still  thiidc  that  he  had  better  had  given  more  at- 
tention to  fewer  things,  than  have  thrown  together 
such  a  number  of  imperfect  accounts. 

SufurtUnj,  1 8/A  Sep/emf>er. — Before  breakfast.  Dr. 
.Tohnson  ranie  up  to  my  room,  to  forbid  itie  to  men- 
tion that  this  was  his  birthday ;  but  I  told  him  I 
had  done  it  already ;  at  which  he  was  displeased — 1 
suppose  from  wiKliiug  to  have  nothing  particular  done 
on  his  account.  Lady  MacletKl  and  I  got  into  n  warm 
dispute.  She  wanted  to  build  a  house  upon  a  farm 
which  she  has  taken,  alxmt  five  miles  from  the  castle, 
arwl  to  make  gardens  and  other  ornaments  there ;  all 
of  which  I  approved  of;  but  iiisiste<l  that  the  sent  of 
the  family  should  always  be  ui»on  the  rock  of  Dun- 
vegan.  Johnson.  "Ay.  in  time  we'll  build  all 
round  this  rock.  You  may  make  a  very  good  house 
at  the  farm ;  but  it  must  not  be  such  as  to  tempt  the 
Laird  of  Macleod  to  go  thither  to  reside.  Most 
of  the  great  families  of  Kngland  have  a  secondary 
residence,  which  is  called  a  jointure-house;  let  the 
new  house  be  of  that  kind."  The  lady  insisted  that  the 
rock  was  very  inconvenient ;  that  there  was  no  place 
near  it  where  a  good  garden  eoidd  be  made ;  that  it 
must  always  be  a  rude  place ;  that  it  was  a  Herculean 
labour  to  make  a  dinner  here.  I  was  vexed  to  find 
the  alloy  of  modern  refinement  in  a  lady  who  had  80 
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much  old  fhinily  spirit,  "Madam,"  said  I,  "if  once  Tourw 
you  quit  tbis  rock,  there  is  no  knowing  where  you 
may  settle.  You  move  five  miles  first ;  then  to  St. 
Andrei\'s,  as  the  late  laird  did ;  then  to  Edinburgh ; 
and  so  on  till  you  end  at  Hampsteod,  or  in  France. 
No,  no ;  keep  to  the  rock ;  it  is  the  very  jewel  of  the 
estate.  It  looks  as  if  it  liad  been  let  down  from  hea- 
ven by  the  four  corners,  to  be  the  residence  of  a  chief. 
Have  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life  upon 
iU  but  never  leaA-e  Jioric  Mote's  cascade."  "  But," 
said  she,  "  is  it  not  enough  if  we  keep  it  ?  Must  we 
never  have  more  convenience  than  Jiorie  More  had  ? 
he  had  his  beef  brought  to  dinner  in  one  basket,  and 
his  bread  in  another.  Why  not  as  well  Iw  Rorte 
More  all  over,  as  live  upon  his  rock?  And  should 
not  we  tire,  in  looking  perpetually  on  this  rock  ?  It 
is  very  well  for  you,  who  bave  a  fine  place,  and  every 
thing  easy,  to  talk  thus,  and  think  of  chaining  honest 
folks  to  a  ruck,  ^'ou  would  not  live  upon  it  yourself.** 
**ye8,  madam,"  said  I,  "  I  would  live  upon  it,  were 
I  Laird  of  Macleod,  and  should  be  unhappy  if  I  were 
not  upon  it."  Johnson  (with  a  strong  voice  and 
most  determined  manner).  "Matlani,  rather  thaa 
quit  the  old  riK'k,  Botiwell  would  live  in  the  pit ;  he 
would  make  his  bed  in  the  dungeon."  I  felt  a  degree 
of  elation,  at  finding  niy  resolute  feudal  enthusiasm 
thus  confirmed  by  such  a  sanction.  The  lady  was 
puzzled  a  little.  She  still  returned  to  her  pretty 
farm — rich  ground— fine  garden.  "Madam,"  said 
Dr.  Johnson,  "  were  they  in  Asia,  I  would  not  leave 
Uie  rock'."     My  opinion  on  this  subject  is  still  the 

*  [Danvqpo  ircll  (Ic«cn-n  the  ttwitl  which  wu  nm&t  b^  Xij.  Johtwrm  in  iu 
deftne*.  In  givMcH  Inconvenience  MTM  that  of  BcccuL  Thin  had  bocn  originally 
obQiinicd  from  the  ua,  bjr  a  nubttrrrancan  sUiroue,  partly  arched,  paruy  cut 
In  i1k  rock,  which,  winuin^  up  ihrungh  ihr  I'lifT,  npenca  IntQ  thu  court  of 
tlte  ctelle.  Thii  paiugc,  kl  all  tltnca  very  locwveiiiciii,  had  Ken  atMndonnl, 
waA  *M  niinoua.    A  rery  Indifierent  sutntUuiu  had  bcoi  made  by  a  road,  whkt^ 
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same.  An  ancient  family  residenrc  ouf^ht  lo  be  a 
priinarj'  object ;  and  thoufjh  tbe  situation  of  Dun- 
vegan  be  such  that  little  can  be  tloiie  liere  in  gar- 
dening or  pleasure  ground,  yet,  in  addition  to  the 
veneration  acquired  by  the  lapse  of  time,  it  has  many 
circumstances  of  natural  grandeur,  suited  to  the  seat 
of  a  Highland  chief:  it  has  the  sea— islands — rocks 
— hills — a  noble  cascade;  and  when  the  family  is 
again  in  opulence,  something  may  be  done  by  art  '. 

Mr.  Donald  M*Qneen  went  away  to-day,  in  order 
to  preach  at  Braccadale  next  day.  We  were  so 
comfortably  situated  at  Dunvegan,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
could  hardly  be  moved  from  it.  I  proposed  to  him 
that  we  should  leave  it  on  Monday.  "  No,  sir,"  said 
lie,  "  I  will  not  go  before  Wednesday.  I  will  have 
Bome  more  of  this  good."  However,  as  tlie  weather 
wu  at  this  season  so  bad.  and  so  very  uncertain,  and 
we  hnil  a  great  deal  to  do  yet,  Mr.  M*Queen  and  1 
prevailed  with  him  lo  agree  to  set  out  on  Monday, 
if  the  day  sliould  be  good.  Mr.  M'Queen,  though  it 
was  inconvenient  for  him  to  be  absent  from  his  har- 
vest, engaged  to  wait  on  Monday  at  Uliuish  for  us. 
When  he  was  going  away,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  shall 
ever  retain  a  great  regard  for  you;"  then  asked  him 


riang  /root  the  harbour,  rachcd  tfac  bottooi  of  the  imwt,  and  then  aBCOidad  to 
the  gate  hj  *  n>ry  lan|[  tiair.  The  pmrnt  chtrf,  uhani  I  am  happy  to  call  my 
Jriend^  hu  muli'  •  perfectly  comrctiieiK  and  chartctcrutk  acccM,  which  givn 
a  diicct  approad)  to  the  furtlwr  udc  of  tlie  looat,  in  fnmt  itf  the  auilc  gatr, 
■nd  •ortDouBli  tbe  diana  by  a  dntwbridKe,  which  w^ulJ  hare  dcUghud  U*i^ 
More  hbnatlf.  1  may  add  thai  ndtber  JohtMoo  dot  Doowell  wen  antiquariet, 
Mherwiw  they  niuM  hatr  rmiaHinl,  amongnt  the  C'l-rtin  of  Dnnn-gao.  the 
&t«l  or  fairy  banner,  laid  to  be  gircn  lo  tbc  clan  by  a  Banshee,  «nd  a  curloua 
dllnkflld  cup  (probably],  aaid  to  have  belong  to  the  faiiuly  when  yitigt  uf 
the  l»le  of  3lAn— rrriainly  of  noat  vcwtable  Biiliquity.^WAt.irn  Scott.] 

>  [Somctbiitg  ban  itukcd  been,  panly  In  tfac  way  of  accommodation  and  onui* 
mcM,  wvtly  in  improranaita  yet  mote  stiinable,  under  tlw  dirvction  uf  the  i 
nt  UdvofAIaelaoiL  t 


■ent  betwAient 


She  has  completely  acmiircd  the  langus^  a(ba 


huibai>d'«  dan,  in  order  to  trialify  hcndf  to  be  their  effectual  bvnefactma.  She 
has  ovctnl  Hchdots  which  lUie  lujKtinu-iida  hmdf.  to  iiitrvduco  nitianft  them 
tbc  bcnctit*,  knowledf{<^,  and  coml'ort»  of  tnorrc  driJlwd  tockty ;  and  a  yoimg 
and  beautUbl  wotiian  hu  done  mote  fur  the  enlatsed  happincM  of  thb  primitite 
people  Ihao  had  bcED  achieved  for  aga  beforv. — Waltuji  8cott.] 
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if  he  had  the  "  Rambler."  Mr.  M'Qncen  saitl,  "  No,  Tour  to 
but  my  brother  has  it,"  JoHNSON.  "  Have  you  the 
"  Idler?"  M'QcEi'.N.  "No,  sir."  Johnson.  "Then 
I  will  order  one  for  you  at  Edinburgh,  which  you 
will  keep  in  remembrance  of  me."  Mr.  M*Queen 
was  much  pleased  with  tliis.  He  expressed  to  me, 
in  the  strongest  terras,  his  admiration  of  Dr.  Jobn- 
<lK>n*s  wonderful  knowledge,  and  every  other  quality 
for  which  he  is  distinguished.  I  asked  AJr.  M*Queen 
if  lie  was  s;itisfied  with  being  a  minister  in  Sk}'.  He 
said  he  was ;  but  be  owned  tliat  liis  f(*refatbers  Iiaving 
been  so  long  there,  and  his  having  been  born  there, 
made  a  chief  ingredient  in  forming  bis  eontentmcut. 
I  should  bave  mentioned,  that  on  our  left  hand,  be- 
tween Portree  and  Dr.  Macleod's  Iiouse,  Mr.M'Queen 
told  me  there  had  been  a  college  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plars; that  tradition  said  so;  and  that  there  was  a 
ruin  remainingof  their  church,  which  had  been  burnt; 
but  I  confess  Dr.  Johnson  has  weakened  my  l>elief  in 
remote  tradition.  In  the  dispute  about  Atuiitis,  Mr. 
M^ueen  said,  Asia  Minor  was  [teojiletl  by  Scythians, 
and,  as  they  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Celts,  the  same 
religion  might  l>e  in  Asia  Minor  and  Sky.  Jouxsox. 
**Alas!  sir,  what  can  a  nation  that  has  not  letters 
tell  of  its  original?  I  have  ahvays  difficulty  to  be 
patient  when  I  hear  authors  gravely  quoted,  as  giving 
accounts  of  savage  nations,  which  accounts  they  bad 
from  the  savages  themselves.  What  can  the  M'Craas 
teli  about  themselves  a  thousand  years  ago'  ?   There 

■  [''What  can  iho  MSDiau  tell  of  ihemsclvc*  s  tbouRond  j-ckti  >(;<}?" 
SItiR  tluu)  the  Doctor  wmitd  luppou.  I  hare  a  copy  of  Uieir  faniily  hixinry, 
wriit^t  by  Mr.  John  >l«c  KI^  minuter  of  DirigwaL,  in  Ko^hirv,  in  X^iii.  In 
thi*  hUtory,  thoy  ntc  averred  to  hare  come  over  with  ihone  Kitigcnl-Is  nov 
JmUiiw  the  luutic  nf  .M'Kcn/.i«,  at  the  (lerliMl  of  ihe  tiattli-  of  Lnij^i,  in  ISti^t. 
t  TO bdlllgE*!  with  a  copy  of  iIk'  itc(ii|7re  \vf  the  conwnl  of  ihr  {irinn|>a]  per- 
•OM  of  ibe  clan  In  U^ifi,  aiid  had  liw  ofiitiiial  in  my  iwaMMion  for  romc  tUnc. 
It  b  maAaaXj  diavn  up,  ami  appaimiljr  widi  >11  die  accuncy  wliich  can  he 
enacted  when  mdUion  miiAt  be  necewnrily  much  rvlial  u|)im.  The  name  waa 
■k^ziab  Mac  Oiaih,  aollencd  in  the  llighlanda  into  Mac  Ha,  Mac  Corow,  Alac 
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Tourut  js  no  traciiifj  the  connexion  of  ancient  nations,  but 
by  language;  and  tlierefore  I  am  always  sorry  when 
any  language  is  lost,  because  languages  are  the  pedi- 
gree of  nations.  If  you  find  the  same  language  ia 
distant  countries,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  each  have  been  the  same  people ;  that  is  to 
say,  if  you  find  the  languages  a  good  deal  the  same; 
for  a  word  here  and  there  being  the  same  will  not  do- 
Thus  ])utler,  in  his  *  Hudibras/  remembering  that 
jyen^uin^  in  tlie  Straits  of  Magellan,  signifies  a  bird 
with  a  white  head,  and  that  the  same  word  has,  in 
Wales,  the  signification  of  a  white-headed  wench ' 
(])en  head,  ami  ffuin  white),  by  way  of  ridicule,  con- 
cludes that  the  people  of  those  straits  are  Welsh." 

A  young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  M'Lcan, 
nephew  to  the  laird  of  the  Isle  of  Muck,  came  this 
morning;  and,  just  as  we  sat  down  to  dinner,  came 
the  laird  of  the  Isle  of  Muck  liimself,  his  lady,  sister 
to  Talhker^  two  other  ladies,  their  relations,  and  a 
daughter  of  the  late  M*Leod  of  Hamer,  who  wrote  a 
treatise  on  the  second-sight,  under  the  designation  of 
"  Theophilus  Insulanus  V  It  was  somewhat  droll 
to  hear  this  laird  called  by  his  title.  Much  wotdd 
have  Bounded  ill ;  so  he  was  called  Isle  of  Mncir, 
which  went  off  with  great  readiness.  The  name,  as 
now  written,  is  unseemly,  but  is  not  so  bad  in  the 
original  Erse,  which  is  jVo«rtc//, signifying  the  Sows* 
Island.  Buchanan  calls  it  Insula  Porcorum.  It  is 
so  called  from  its  form.  Some  call  it  Isle  of  Monk. 
The  laird  insists  that  this  is  the  proper  name.     It 


Bw,  he  (  and  in  the  l^nlamV,  trherc  the  pMTOTi7inic  •«  cfteii  dtopped,  \j 
the  MmcB  nf  Crow,  Craw,  Aic— Walter  hcoTT.] 

■  [It  ii  tMi  m7  liilcllrfii1>lc  why  iti«  wliitc-hndcd  twirrA  ii  mentioned :  a«y 
trhiu  hrmi  winilil  hv  cnlln)  praf^m'm. — Eti.| 

«  [The  work  of  "  Tlicophilu"  InsuUnun"  w«  writlcti  in  m  cmlnlouA  a 
•lyle  u  dthci  l>r.  Jobnioa  or  hb  Uugnphcr  could  bftv«  datTtxL — Walikk 
Scott.]  


I 


I 


formcrlv  church-land  belon^ng  to  Icolmkill,  and  Tat.rio 
icrinil  uvea  in  it.  It  is  two  inik>s  uing,  and  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad.  The  laird  said»  he 
had  seven  score  of  souls  upon  it.  Last  year  he  hod 
eighty  persons  inoculated,  mostly  children,  hut  some 
of  ilieiii  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  agreed  with  the 
surgeon  to  come  and  do  it,  at  half  a  crown  a  head. 
It  is  very  fertile  in  corn, of  wliich  they  export  some; 
its  coasts  abound  in  fish.  A  tailor  comes  there 
times  in  a  year.  They  get  a  good  blacksmith  from 
tjje  Isle  of  Egg. 

Sunday^  l^fh  Sepfemher. — It  was  rather  worse 
weather  than  any  that  we  had  yet.  At  breakfast 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "Some  cunning  men  choose  fools 
for  their  wives,  thinking  to  manage  them^  but  they 
alwnys  fail.  'ITierc  is  a  spaniel  fool  and  a  mule  fool. 
The  spaniel  fool  may  be  made  to  do  by  beating.  The 
mule  foul  will  neither  do  by  words  nor  blows  ;  and  the 
spaniel  fool  often  turns  mule  at  last :  and  suppose  a 
fool  to  be  made  do  pretty  well,  you  miist  have  the 
continual  trouble  of  making  her  do.  Depend  upon 
it,  no  woman  is  the  worse  for  sense  and  knowledge." 
UTiether  afterwards  he  meant  merely  to  say  a  polite 
thia^,  or  to  give  his  opinion,  I  could  not  be  sure ; 
but  he  added,  *' Men  know  that  women  are  an  over- 
maU-li  for  them,  and  therefore  they  choose  the  weakest 
or  most  ignorant.  If  they  did  not  think  so,  they 
never  could  be  afraid  of  women  knowing  as  much  as 
themselves."  In  jiLstice  to  the  sex,  I  think  it  hut 
candid  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  a  subsequent  con- 
versation, he  told  me  that  he  was  serious  in  what  he 
had  said. 

He  came  to  my  room  this  morning  before  break- 
fast, to  read  my  Journal,  which  he  has  done  all  along. 
He  often  before  said,  '*  I  take  great  delight  in  read- 
ing it."     To-day  he  said,  "  Vou  improve :  it  grows 
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Towr  to  better  niid  better."  I  obscn-cH,  there  was  a  danger 
of  my  getting  a  habit  of  writhig  in  a  slovenly  inatmer. 
"Sir,"  Miiil  he,  "it  is  not  written  in  a  slovenly 
manner.  It  might  be  printed,  were  the  subject  fit 
for  printing ',"  While  Mr.  llethtine  preached  to  us 
in  the  dining-room.  Dr.  Johnson  &at  in  his  own  roont, 
where  I  saw  lying  before  him  a  volume  of  Lord 
Bacon*s  works,  "  'i'he  Decay  of  Christian  Piety," 
Monboddo's  "Origin  of  Language."  and  Sterne's 
iSermons.  He  asked  ine  to-day,  how  it  happened 
that  we  were  so  little  together:  I  told  him,  my 
Journal  took  up  much  time.  Vet,  on  reflection,  it 
apfieareil  strange  to  me,  that  although  I  will  run 
from  one  end  of  London  to  another,  to  pa^s  an  hour 
with  him,  I  should  omit  to  seize  any  eptiTe  time  to 
be  in  his  company,  when  I  am  settled  in  the  same 
house  with  him.  Hut  my  Journal  is  really  a  task 
of  miich  tune  and  Labour,  and  he  forbids  ine  to  con- 
tract it. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  its  place,  that  Dr.  John-  B 
son  told  Mr.  M'Queen  tliat  he  had  found  the  belief 
of  the  second-sight  universal  in  Sky,  except  among 
the  clergy,  who  seemed  determined  against  it.     I 
took  the  liberty  to  observe  to  Mr.  IVl'Queen,  that  the 
clergy  were  iutuated  by  a  kind  of  vanity.      "  The 
world,"  say  they,  "takes  us  to  be  credulous  men  in  ^ 
a  remote  corner.     We'll  show  them  that  we  are  more  ( 
enlightened  than  they  think."    The  worthy  man  said, 
that  his  dislwlief  of  it  was  from  his  nut  finding  suf- 
ficient evidence ;  but   I  coidd  perceive  that  he  was  j 
prejudiced  '  against  it.  H 

•  As  I  have  raithrullj  rcconkd  m  maay  minute  pankuUo,  I  hope  I  thaH  be 
pardonrd  for  Inncriin^f  m)  fUltcring  wt  comtnium  oQ  what  ts  no«  uficnd  to  the 
pubUoh.— HonwtLL. 

*  [lly  litif  \ety  tut  of  this  vonl,  Mr.  Boiwcll  khovra,  dui  /it  wu  prcjiultceU 
in  fiivnur  of  the  iTruirf.ii^'A/,  citlicr  bmwiHC  il  Miiinl  lite  cmluloui  i«tnper  o( 
hU  own  miLd,  or  b:ciUM  it  linked  tike  u  iimkhuI  bonina.  The  ckricjr  were 
|>n>Wi]]F  aiAprrjHiliicAa^iitiM  it,  oUwiwuc  tlian  u,  being  the  betl  tdumcO  and 
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After  dinner  to-day,  we  talked  of  the  extraordinary  T«..r  w 
fact  of  Lady  Grange's  being  sent  to  St.  Kilda,  and 
confine<l  Uiere  for  several  years,  without  any  means 
of  relief '.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  if  Wacleod  would  let  it 
be  known  that  he  had  such  a  place  for  naughty  ladies, 
he  might  make  it  a  very  profttablc  island.  We  had, 
in  tbe  course  of  our  tour,  heard  of  St,  Kilda  poetry. 


raukt  inicUiftunt  penonii  in  ihoMK^iiRS,  thejr  ^a1^  the  aliKunliiy  nf  ihe  faltlts  m 
whldi  the  supcniiiion  was  »up|ioTT«l. — ^-c  (kTicnl  Msrlcrid's  Mrmmrtj  u  10 
Juhofton't  villiognLfi  to  beltir\'c  in  the  Kccond-sighi. — Kii-] 

■  The  tnie  (.lorf  ol*  tht«  \aAy,  wlikit  h^piJciked  in  tliit  u^iuiry,  U  ns  (Vi^hlfulljr 
ramantic  u  if  it  bad  been  the  ticiioD  of  u  (|;Ioni)iy  t'arrj.  t>lie  inu  ihc  wife  of 
one  of  theliinla  ofbcaauKi  is  ScotlaDd,  a  Bian  cfint  vnv  (jnl  bluucl  uf  his  nnjn- 
try.  For  wiine  myitteriotn  rvasoni,  vlik^i  l>srr  nevi-r  been  di^covl:red,  the  wiks 
•cUed  mmI  CLiTlcd  ofl*m  Uic  d&rlc,  »be  Xatv  not  by  wttoui,  aiid  bj  iiiglnljr  jour- 
neys was  ranvefcd  la  ihi;  Hiffdlnnil  Bhiir«i>,  fmiu  whence  alie  waa  tran«portcd  by 
«■  lo  the  remote  rock  of  Sc>  Kilda,  vbctc  >hc  remained,  amorgvt  iu  finr  wild 
fadublianb,  a  fotlom  prinoner,  but  hod  a  conxaot  supply  of  proviikmii,  and  a 
■^fman  u>  vaU  on  her.  Nu  inquiry  waa  made  after  tier,  till  Mie  at  laxl  fnund 
OMUU  lo  cooTey  a  letter  to  a  contiilcaiial  friend,  by  the  daughter  of  aCatechinL, 
iAd  1'^^^^^^^  K  in  a  due  of  yam.  Infixniulion  (kIhj^  thus  obtaiotd  at  Kdin- 
bntj^l,  •  ihip  vu  tent  to  hriDc  liex  ufT;  but  liiteltigciioc  of  thia  bring  received, 
•Im  wm  ooanyed  to  Slachod's  bUnd  of  Ucrrio,  when  ^c  died;  [but  wm 
bsnad,  Sf  Uadrod  infomia  the  Editor,  at  DuaTOgao.] — Boshell.  {The 
•Mry  of  liadf  Oran^  ti  well  knnwr.  1  have  Kcrn  h?r  JoumoL  i>hc  had 
becMDC  prirf  lo  aonie  of  the  jaeoblw  inui;;;ueii,  In  which  her  huxtiAnd,  Lord 
finui^  ^ImHhfT  of  the  Kurl  of  3lar,  and  a  totd  nf  jnutinu),  and  liis  family  wi-re 
atgngcd.  Bmift  on  indtDcnmc  tcmM  with  her  huaband,  hIic  ti  utd  ip  have 
Ihtown  out  hints  ttiat  she  knew  lu  much  as  would  co»t  him  hia  life.  The  judge 
pmbably  thought  «iih  ^tr*.  I'L-acbuiti,  that  it  In  nuhcr  an  awkward  stale  ol* 
MDcatic  aSun  when  the  wife  hat  it  in  her  power  to  bang  the  husband,  l^ady 
Omi){c  waa  the  more  tc  be  dreadrd,  ait  bIic  cantc  afa  vind>ct]rc  race,  being  the 
nndcItOd  of  that  Chindcy  of  l>alry.  whu  aiMaadnattd  J^\t  Geor^  Ixtckharit 
UM  lord  president.  Many  petsons  of  loiporiancc  in  the  nighlands  weic  coii- 
rrfTwl  in  rGfDOvin)i>  her  ttatiniony.  The  notorinufl  Ijorat,  with  n  purty  of  hia 
■aen,  were  die  dm-ct  ngcnis  in  carrying  her  aU'(»ec  <"tU,  vol.  f.  p.  iriTiJ ;  and 
Pi.  Kilda,  helooj^ln^  then  to  Macleod,  wxa  selected  a*  the  place  of  conllneoient. 
The  tiatiM:  by  which  hIh:  was  apokcn  or  written  of  wa*  Varjuirlt,  an  ominoua 
diatlnctioo,  corre^ ponding  to  wtiat  Li  calli'd  tnbjrct  in  ibe  Iccturc-rooia  of  an 
■■iDiDiu,  tw  fftof  in  ihp  tUng  of  (he  Wcaioort  tmiidrrm.— WaI-TETi  Scott.] 
In  **  <.'«ntarct'>  Sutc  Papcm,"  we  tlndan  authcntick  nairaiivi-  of  Connor,  a 
catholiflt  priest,  who  tuntcd  (irutestant,  bein^  teiud  by  some  of  Lord  Seafoiilt'ii 
panic,  mm)  ilctsinod  prlMmer  in  the  island  ot  linrm  kcvctuI  yean  ;  he  wnm  fid 
•ufc  bnad  and  waUr,  and  lodged  In  a  house  wh<Tc  he  wait  espmtd  to  tlic  rainn 
and  e^  Sir  Jatiica Ogiivy  wnto,  June  Kt,  ICC?,  "  ilutt  (he  Ixinl  Cluuicdlor, 
the  Lord  Advocate,  and  hitnidf,  were  tomtx:!  nextdfiy,  lo  talcc  <.-ffi;ctual  n>ethods 
In  hare  iMs  redrtsacd.  Connor  was  then  stiU  detained" — i*.  310.  Thl*  show* 
what  privair  opURSMon  might  in  the  last  cmtury  be  pTacti^cd  in  the  Ilcbiidn. 
la  the  tame  oowction,  the  t:irt  ofArgylc  gives  a  pictnrcMjue  oecouni  of  an 
iHihaa  I J  rram  the  great  i/'Xril  of  Bar  r a,  as  that  insular  chief  used  to  be  de- 
— IIJiiBiid  <'  I  received  a  letter  ycttenUy  from  .^rNcil  i>f  Uarra,  who  livts 
way  fiu  off,  sent  by  a  gentlemAn  in  all  fomialiiy,  oRcrlng  hii  service,  wlti<ls  had 
niada  you  laogli  to  w  hi*  et;tiy.  The  stylt  iif  hU  letter  ruiu  as  if  he  were  of 
MOlbcr  fciogdotn."— F.  tI4:{. — Buswell.  [Ii  was  said  of  M'Netl  of  Batra. 
dni  wlten  he  diived,  his  bag])ipoi  blew  a  pAnJcular  Urain,  intitiuuiig  that  all 
tbc  world  might  gn  to  dinner.— Wat.tek  !^COTT.| 
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Tour  lu  Dr.  .TohnsoD  observed,  "  it  must  be  very  jwor.  because 
llicy  have  very  tew  mi.ij^es.  IJoswi'i.l..  *'  lucre 
may  be  a  pueticnl  genius  shown  in  i-uinl>iiiiiig'  these, 
and  in  nmking  poetry  of  them.*  Johnson.  "Sir, 
a  man  cannot  make  fire  but  in  proportion  as  he  has 
fuel.  He  cannot  coin  guineas  but  iu  proportion  ns 
he  has  gohl."  At  tea  he  talked  of  liis  intending  to 
go  to  Italy  iu  1775.  Macleod  said^  lie  would  like 
Palis  better.  JoilNSON.  "No,  sir;  there  arc  none 
of  the  French  literati  now  alive,  to  visit  whom  I 
would  cross  a  sea.  1  can  find  in  Bufiun's  book  all 
that  he  can  say  '." 

After  sujjper  he  said,  "  I  am  sorr)'  that  prize- 
fighting is  gone  out;  every  art  should  be  preserved, 
ami  the  art  of  defence  is  surely  important.  It  is 
absurd  that  our  soldiers  should  have  sworils,  and  not 
be  taught  the  use  of  tliem.  Prize-fighting  "^  made 
people  accustomed  not  to  be  alarmed  at  seeing  their 
own  blood,  or  feeling  a  little  pain  from  a  wonnd.  1 
think  llie  hea\y  ^*ti/»tore  was  an  ill-contrived  weapon. 
A  man  could  only  strike  once  with  it.  It  employed 
both  his  bauds,  and  he  must  of  course  be  soon  fatigued 
with  wieldiug  it;  so  that  if  bis  antagonist  could  only 
ket'p  playing  awhile,  he  was  sure  of  him.  I  would 
fight  with  a  dirk  against  Horie  iVo;r's  sword.  I  could 
ward  otV  a  blow  with  a  dirk,  and  then  run  in  upon 
my  enemy.  When  within  that  heavy  sword,  I  have 
him ;  he  is  quite  helpless,  and  1  could  .stab  him  at 
my  leisure,  like  a  calf.     It  is  thought  by  sensible 

•  I  doubt  the  jutUco  of  my  fclIow.unTcllcr'i  mnuk  conc<Tni;ig  tht  Ftwwh 
liinxti,  lUkDjr  (ifwbum,  I  am  told,  have  roniiNlcrable  merit  in  conrmstion,  n 
well  «  in  ihcir  writing*.  That  of  JMottucur  de  Uuflbn,  in  puticulu*,  I  am 
Well  K.<uuTe<l  bi  hiji^tily  immictifc  ajid  cntertaininf; Bdkwell. 

»  [aire.  ri<»Ji  Mky»  '•  i*(r.  Jolmwn  wna  rcrjr  fonwnant  In  (he  mn  of  attack 
flDtl  dtfcnc  bj-  hoiiiif,  which  »ci;.t.cc  he  had  Itnnicd  fiwn  thi»  nude  Aoilivw,  I 
l>.  liuve;  aiii)  I  liave  hvniil  him  ilcM-aitl  iijinn  ih^-  a^  whcQ  people  vctc'  ncrlred. 
AHtl  whm  rkjfciid,  in  the  sriiooU  oikc  held  for  that  bruUl  imuMtnmi,  much  to 
ll>L'  ailmbitinD  of  lho«>c  who  had  im  cxpirtAtion  <pf  hin  ftkill  In  such  tnattrtv, 
fr«u  Ulc  tii^lrt  of  n  fi^utc  which  pwcludiid  «1J  pUMlbUitj  «r|ia»anil  pRWcn."— 
Air.Tiii-lit,  p.  I  — Ed. J 
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lary  men,  that  the  English  do  not  enough  avail 
tlieinst'lvt's  <if  (ht'ir  superior  strength  of'hocly  ajjainst 
the  French ;  for  that  iiuist  always  have  a  givat  ad- 
vautagc  in  pushing  with  bayonets.  I  have  heard  an 
officer  say,  that  if  women  could  be  made  to  stand, 
they  would  do  as  well  as  men  in  a  mere  interchange 
of  bullets  from  a  distance ;  but.  if  a  body  of  men 
should  come  close  up  to  iheni,  then  to  be  sure  they 
must  Ik?  overcome :  now."  said  he,  "  in  the  same 
inauuer  the  weaker-bodied  French  must  be  overcome 
by  oiu-  strong  soldiers." 

The  subject  of  duelling  was  introduced.  Johnson. 
"There  is  no  case  in  Englaiul  where  one  or  other  of 
the  combatants  »/«*/  die  :  if  you  have  overcome  your 
adversary  by  disarming  him,  that  is  sufficient,  though 
you  should  not  kill  liim :  yonr  honour,  or  the  honour 
of  your  family,  is  restored,  as  much  as  it  can  be  by  a 
iluel.  It  is  cowartlly  to  force  your  antagonist  to  re- 
new the  combat,  when  you  know  that  you  have  the 
advantage  of  him  by  superior  skill.  You  might  just 
as  well  go  and  cut  his  throat  while  he  is  asleep  in  his 
bed.  When  a  duel  In-gins,  it  is  sujjposed  there  may 
be  an  equality ;  because  it  is  not  always  skill  that 
prevails.  It  depends  much  on  presence  of  mind ; 
nay  on  accidents.  The  wind  may  be  in  a  man's  face. 
He  may  fall '.  ftfany  such  things  may  decide  the 
superiority.  A  man  is  sulliciently  puuiKlied  by  being 
called  out,  and  subjected  to  the  risk  that  is  in  a  duel.*' 
But  on  my  suggesting  that  the  injured  person  is 
equally  subjected  to  risk,  he  fairly  owned  he  could 
not  explain  the  rationality  of  duelling. 

Mom/ai/,  20//t  September. — When  J  awaked,  the 
fitonu  was  higher  still.  It  abated  about  nine,  and 
the  sun  shone ;  but  it  rained  again  very  soon,  and  it 

<  (Johnson  ootmlilcra <liwl*  a>  only  Tuught  witli  ivi;(ib,ftpncltcv  nuw  wtiitLly 
Mipcttnlal  bf  ibi!  uk  of  uiatoU,  a  weapon  wliid),  grnvoUx  *p««king,  i»  more 
CI}!!*!  ihui  Utc  ivun)  omiIp  l*r. — Kn.j 
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was  not  a  day  for  travcUing.  At  breakfast.  Dr. 
Johuson  told  us,  "  there  was  once  a  pretty  good 
tflvern  in  Catharine-street  in  tlie  Strand,  where  very 
[good  company  met  in  an  evening,  and  each  man 
called  for  his  own  half-pint  of  wine,  or  gill,  if  lie 
pleaded ;  thoy  were  frugal  men,  and  nobody  paid  but 
for  what  he  himself  drank.  The  house  furnished  no 
supper;  but  a  woman  attended  with  multou-pies, 
which  any  body  mij;ht  purcha«e.  I  was  introduce<I 
lo  this  company  by  Cumniing  the  Quaker',  and  used 
to  go  tliere  sometimes  when  1  drank  wine.  In  the 
last  age,  when  my  mother  lived  in  London,  there 
were  two  sets  of  people,  those  who  gave  the  wall,  and 
those  who  took  it ;  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrel- 
tome.  When  I  retuniHl  to  Lichfield,  after  having 
been  in  London,  my  mother  asked  me,  whether  I 
was  one  of  those  who  gave  the  wall,  or  those  who 
took  it.  Now,  it  is  fixwl  that  every  man  keeps  to 
the  right ;  or,  if  one  is  taking  the  wall,  another  yields 
it,  and  it  is  never  a  dispute."  He  was  very  severe 
on  a  lady,  whose  name  was  mentioned.     He  said,  he 

<  |ThomiM-CiireniiTip  wu  •  bold  and  busy  man,  wbo  mistook  hi*  ?ocatloa 
when  Iw  lurned  qunker  (for  he  wm  not  barn  lit  that  tect).  He  pUonsd  lad 
nlmiiit  iMtimianilnl  a  milJUiy  cx|ir(]illan  to  tlic  rotui  nf  Afitcii,  in  \^I^H,  whkh 
ended  in  ihi:  niptuiv  or  tSc:iccid.  Il  And  tls  Miibor  nuke  «  coniidcnbk  SgMn 
in  StdoIIiU's  Iliti'Ty  of  ringlind,  voL  ii.  p.  'i'jb,  wliirc  d)t  anoiD^y  of  m  i^nuktf'i 
hmdini  nn  ariiv  U  nlteinpud  tn  ht  rxcntcvl  by  (he  cveai  nf  iIk  vnnny't  having 
■uncnannl  witrKiOt  %Iiimf  {  «nd  a  protnc  thftt  Cununing  would  oat  hfeve 
vnpiKcil  in  it  Itw)  he  nol  been  a^turcd,  tl»i  Bgtiii^t  an  overpowering  force  the 
vi>«iiiy  could  not  hMT«  Rid<t«d.  Thii  raiiimlt  ui  of  uothet  iitofy  of  C'ummiD|t> 
l>iirinf{  ihp  rcbilUim  of  I'iAH,  tic  wa*  wked,  wlicthcr  llw  time  wu  not  oonte 
when  t'l'n  lie.  m  u  qusktr,  ou||;ht  to  ukc  urns  t«r  tbe  dril  knd  rtfi^enu  Hbcnia  ' 
oi'  liii  countrr?  "  A'u,"  uid  ('umnditg,  *''  but  1  will  drire  an  otntnaaitfaD 
wa^^gnn.*'  \i.-t  thb  biaJing;  inan  wok.  il  Mmm,  Tninbidly  a«i«dn>.  Mn. 
I'iuit  M)i  be  died  hcan-btokco  by  a  libel  in  a  pcrbxlicil  peper.  *'  Or.  John- 
■oa  oooe  told  me  that  Cumit.in)^  the  faiiiimn  uuaker,  wIuim;  frivrulithip  he 
ralucd  TCTT  hiahlj,  f«ll  a  MMrritici-  lo  the  iiiatilta  of  the  tuwips|v;Ta,  having  dfr* 
I'Ured  on  h'u  deaih-bcd  to  Dr.  Johntoo,  tliat  ibv  pain  of  an  anooyoioua  lettrr, 
vritleD  in  sionic  of  the  common  )iriiiiit  of  die  day,  facteodd  od  hia  bean,  nnii 
tlircw  liim  into  llir  idiiw  fcvtr  of  mhieh  he  Akd-"—PU/izi'i  Aiut^otci^  p.  143. 
Mr.  Chaliiicr*  U  In  posscailon  of  one  of  tiMte  libek,  found,  as  be  bclievea,  in 
the  Town  anil  Country  Maftuine,  in  whidi,  by  a  wdci  cmI,  and  andei  the 
name  nf  Ttnutrtfutingn,  hi»  pt-r»on  and  {irin<-)p1t4  are  certainly  acveitly  huulled, 
but  nothing  to  die  of.  The  date,  howtvcr,  of  tlii»  |MiNt.  which  Mr.  Cltaliixrtit 
bcUerea  to  havu  bL-cn  iiubliilied  in  1 774,  Otc  year  in  wliidi  CuDiming  died,  givn 
mmie  countenance  to  Johuion'*  anecdote— Ui>.] 
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That  slie  was  as  Tonrm 

IlcbrnL 

bad  as  iipj^ative  badness  could  In*,  and  stofMl  in  the 
way  of  what  was  good :  that  insipid  bt-auty  would 
not  go  a  g^rcat  way ;  an<I  that  such  a  woman  might 
be  cut  out  of  a  cabbage,  if  there  was  a  skilful  arti- 
ficer. 

Macleod  was  too  Inte  in  coming  to  breakfast.  Ur. 
Johnson  said,  laziness  was  worse  than  the  toothache. 
BoswEi.L.  "  I  cannot  agree  with  you,  sir;  a  basin 
of  cold  water,  or  a  horsewhip,  will  cure  laziness." 
JoHXsoN.  "  No,  sir;  it  will  only  put  off  the  fit;iit 
will  not  cure  the  disease.  I  have  l*eeu  trying  to 
cure  my  laziness  all  my  life,  and  could  not  do  it." 
Boswr.l.l..  "  15ut  if  a  man  does  in  a  shorter  time 
what  might  l>e  the  labour  of  a  life,  there  is  nothing 
to  be  said  against  Uxm,"  Johnson  (perceiving  at 
once  that  1  alludeil  to  hint  and  his  Dictionary). 
**  Sui»iK>se  that  flattery  to  l>e  tnie,  the  consequence 
woidd  be,  that  the  world  would  have  no  right  to 
censure  a  man ;  but  that  will  not  justify  him  to 
himself." 

After  breakfast,  lie  said  to  me,  "  A  Highland  chief 
lliould  now  endeavour  to  do  every  thing  to  raise  his 
rents,  by  means  of  the  industry  of  his  people.  For- 
merly* it  was  right  for  him  to  have  his  Iiouse  full  of 
idle  fellows;  they  were  his  defenders,  his  senanls, 
his  dei>eudants,  his  friends.  Now  they  may  l)e  better 
employed.  The  system  of  things  is  now  so  much 
altered,  that  the  family  cannot  have  influence  but  by 
riches,  because  it  lias  no  longer  the  jiower  of  ancient 
feudal  times.  An  individual  of  a  family  may  have 
it;  but  it  cannot  now  belong  to  a  family,  unless  you 
ooulil  have  a  pcqwtuity  of  men  with  the  same  views. 
Mcicleod  has  four  times  the  land  that  the  Duke  of 
liedford  has.  I  think,  with  his  spirit,  he  may  in 
time  make  himself  the  greatest  man  in  the  king^s 
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donniiioiiK :  for  land  may  always  be  improved  to  a 
certain  degree.  I  would  never  liave  any  man  sell 
landf  to  throw  money  into  the  funds,  as  h  often  done, 
or  to  try  any  other  species  of  trade.  Depend  upon 
it,  tliis  rage  of  trade  will  ik-stroy  itself.  Vou  and  I 
shall  not  see  it ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  there 
will  be  an  end  of  it.  Trade  is  like  gaming.  If  a 
whole  company  are  gamesters,  play  must  cease;  for 
there  is  nothing  to  be  won.  AVhen  all  nations  are 
traders,  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  trade^  and 

iwill  stop  first  where  it  is  brought  to  the  greatest 
]>erfection.  Then  the  proprietors  of  land  only  will 
be  the  great  men."  I  observed,  it  was  hard  that 
Macleod  should  find  ingratitude  in  so  many  of  his 
l»eoi)]e.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  gratitude  is  a  fruit  of 
great  cultivation ;  you  do  not  find  it  among  gross 
|>eople."  I  doubt  of  this.  Nature  soems  to  have 
implanted  gratitude  in  all  living  creatures.  The 
lion,  mentioned  by  Aulus  Gellius,  had  it'.  It  ap- 
I>earB  to  me  that  culture,  which  brings  luxury  and 
selfishness  with  it,  has  a  tendency  rather  to  weakeb 
than  prujnote  this  affection. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  this  morning,  when  talking  of 
our  setting  out,  that  he  was  in  the  state  in  which 
Lord  Uaeou  represents  kings.  He  desirt-d  the  end, 
but  did  not  like  the  means.  He  wished  much  to  get 
home,  but  was  unwilling  to  travel  in  Sky.  "  You 
are  like  kings  too  in  this,  sir«"  said  I,  "  that  you 
nmst  act  under  the  direction  of  others." 

Tite,»hi/,  iil/r/  Si'ph'mher. — 'I'hc  inu-ertainly  of 
our  present  situation  having  prevented  me  from  re- 
ceiving any  letters  from  home  for  some  time,  I  could 
not  help  being  uneasy.  Dr.  Johnson  had  an  advan- 
tage over  nie  in  this  resjH'ct,  he  having  no  wife  or 
child  lo  occasion  anxious  apprehensions  iu  his  mind. 

■  AuL.  OcIUn*,  lib.  v.  c.  uv_J1o0WEll. 
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It  was  R  good  morniug;  so  we  resolved  to  set  out.  Toii»ai 
But,  Iwfore  quitting  lliiR  castle,  where  we  liave  been 
so  well  eiitertaiued,  let  me  give  a  short  description 
of  It 

Along  the  edge  of  the  rtxrk,  there  are  the  remains 
of  a  wall,  wliicli  la  now  covered  with  ivy.     A  stjuarc 

^ court  is  formed  by  buildings  of  different  ages,  par- 
ticularly some  towers,  said  to  be  of  great  antiquity ; 
and  at  one  place  there  is  a  row  of  false  cannon '  of 
■ftotie.  There  is  a  very  large  unfinished  pile,  four 
borics  high,  wliich  we  were  told  was  here  when  Le«l, 
tlie  first  of  this  family,  came  from  the  Isle  of  Man, 
married  the  heiress  of  the  M'Crails,  the  ancient  pos- 
sessors of  Dunvegan,  and  afterwards  ai-quind  by 
conquest  as  much  land  as  Uv  had  got  by  marriage. 
B  He  sur])asKed  the  house  of  Austria;  for  lie  was  Je/ix 
both  he//a  gerere et  vubere-.  John  lireck '  Macleod, 
the  grandfather  of  the  late  laird,  began  to  repair  the 
castle,  or  rather  to  complete  it :  but  he  did  not  live 
to  finiHh  his  undertaking.  Not  doubting,  however, 
that  he  should  do  it,  he.  like  those  who  have  had 
their  epitaphs  written  before  they  died,  ordered  the 
following  inscription,  composed  by  the  minister  of 
■  tfa«  parish,  to  be  cut  upon  a  broad  stone  above  one 
of  the  lower  windows,  where  it  still  remains  to  cele- 
^m  brate  what  was  not  done,  and  to  serve  as  a  memento 
V  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  presumption  of 
mail*: 

^P  '  [l^unri^iiD  C'uik  ii  mouninl  with  real  cannon;  twt  uiiiicoeiisarily,  fur  iu 

^^      tMutiui  Diiiiiht  esjinnc  it  in  war  liinv  lu  be  pluDCtcrcd  b}'  pnvalccn. — WaLT  EB 


» 


fTOTT.I 

«  I1V«  !■  KQ  ttlluiion  to  a  crldinitcd  (rpi|tnttn,  quoted  with  so  mtirh  rflvcl 
br  tne  Uic  3lr.  Mhiibrmil,  in  ■  speech  in  the  liouK  of  oomniom  {Ut)i  Mnn-h, 
ISIOt,  tn  aUuiion  to  the  mwr^ajp  of  the  ArcMiulms  Mum  Louiia  with 
ngaakpwt*^ 

*'  Bella  Kcraot  bIU  ;  tu,  fvtlx  Ai»tri»,  niibc ; 

QuK  dat  >Iiit>  utiU,  djit  tibi  regiw  V«tui.*'-J!:D.] 
*  [Arrcib  Dicana  nurkitj  with  the  small-pox.-'-ED.) 
t  (It  U  iww  tinialKd,  thou(;h  iio(  on  w  lul'ty  a  h  Jt  u  wu  orit^iiullyda^jncd. 
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"  Joannes  Macleo*!  He^nochiiii  Domimis  gentis 
suae  Plulardius'»  Durinesiae  Ilaraicu  VaU;mcsia',  &c. 
Baro  D.  Flora;  Mactlonald  niatrhnoniali  vinculo  con- 
jugatu-s  ttirrem  lianc  Beganodunensem  ])roavonun 
])abita(iiluni  longe  vetustissinnim  diu  (lenitus  labo- 
fcctatam  Anno  ara*  iiilgaris  MDCLXXXVI  instau- 
ravit 

'*  Qii«m  auibilire  juvat  pro&voruin  tect&  vcttuta, 
Oiiin«:  Ktiiu  fu};iat,  jtL^iiiLaiDquc  coUu 
ViTiit  in  acrUi  uircb  n»gft]lB  Tinnn, 

Inque  cmu  huuiUcs  iccta  mpcrbi  ncft*.** 

Madeod  and  yV/.v/wacfompanicd  us.  Wejjasst 
by  the  jKirish  church  of  Durinish.  Tlie  churchyard 
is  not  unchised,  but  a  pretty  murmuring  brook  runs 
along  one  side  of  it.  In  it  is  a  pyramid  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Thomas  Lord  Lovat,  by  his  son  Lord 
Simon,  who  sufTered  on  Tower-hill.  It  is  of  free- 
Rtone^  and,  I  suppose,  about  thirty  feet  Iiigli.  T'here 
is  an  inKcriptiun  on  a  piece  of  white  marble  inserted 
in  it,  which  1  suspect  to  have  been  the  compositiou 
of  Lord  Lovat  himself^  being  much  in  his  pompous 
style. 

I  have  preserved  this  inscription  %  though  of  no 
great  value,  thinking  it  characteristical  of  a  man  who 

'  [Th«  minlata-si.trms  to  have  be.-n  tin  cnrtimipiihlr  l«tini«  Is  not  PM' 
BrriiMM  \,  fcxj  h^ppj  tern)  to  expnwi  the  uaicm*!  bnA  kintlly  authority  cS  ilic 
hcwl  ofn  clnn  ?  M»clt'<»il'*  ittlc»  run  In  rin^luli,  "  i<wrf  of  DfHvgtn^  Chief 
of  hit  Chm,  Barmi  of  Diti  iitUh,  llnrrit,  fTalernett,'*  &e.— Etv] 

•  "  This  pynuiiiil  wa*  rrectwl  by  Siiium  I.onl  FM*:r.  »f  LnvKt,  in  honmir  of 
Lord  Thonia»  hii  (achtr,  a  peer  of  ScodnnO,  &ml  chief  of  thv  ercat  umI  UKient 
cUn  otxhe  PntitT%.  neiiift  atucked  for  hi*  birthii){lil  by  tXw  u  iiily  of  Ailioll. 
Uini  in  powrr  nml  favour  with  Kin);  WiUiani.  j-cU  bj  the  vAlour  iirvd  fiddliT  of 
kit  clui,  nnd  the  auisuncc  of  tJ>c  CimpbcllK,  the  old  fHcntb  and  allica  of  hi* 
family,  hv  dilVnilnl  lit^  birtlin^ht  witli  hucIi  ftreatncM  anil  ft^rmcly  of  totil,  and 
auch  valmir  will  nrtiviiy,  (hat  he  «■■  an  boiKwr  to  til*  niime,  wad  m  gvod  p«i- 
icm  to  all  brave  chief*  of  clana.  He  died  in  ilie  month  of  May,  1609,  in  the 
fixly-Uiinl  ywr  of  his  age,  in  DiinvrgAii,  ilie  htniac  of  l)u'  l.ninl  iif  Moclnal, 
whoK,-  ai»ter  lie  had  marrifd :  by  whom  he  had  the  above  Sinion  l*otd  Fra»er, 
juid  Kcvtral  other  children.  .Vml,  for  the  great  lo?e  he  bore  to  the  family  of 
It|ac)co(l,  he  d»iml  to  be  biiriL-d  nca.r  hiii  «ifi)'<i  ndauoa*,  in  the  placv  where 
two  of  hcT  tindca  lay.  And  hia  son  Lord  Simon,  to  nhow  to  posterity  hU  great 
aAniinn  fur  bin  mothei'it  kiiulretl,  the  liruve  Alnrl.^id*,  chtXKieq  mthcr  lu  leave 
htff  fatlM'i't  bmes  widi  tJiem,  thiin  rairy  thcni  tu  Im  own  burial-place,  near 
I^ofat." 
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]iA8  made  8ome  noise  in  the  worltK  Dr.  Johnson  said,  T-mr  to 
it  was  po(»r  Ktuff,  such  as  Lord  Lovat*s  butler  might 
have  written. 

I  observed,  in  this  chnrchyard,  a  i>arccl  of  people 
swseinbled  at  a  funeral,  before  the  grave  was  dug. 
The  coffin,  with  the  corpse  in  it,  was  placed  on  the 
grountl,  while  the  people  nlteniately  assisted  in 
making  a  grave.  One  man,  at  a  little  distance,  was 
busy  cutting  a  long  turf  for  it,  with  the  crooked 
Epade'  which  is  used  in  Sky;  a  very  awkward  in- 
strument. The  iron  part  of  it  is  like  a  jiiougli-coulter. 
It  has  a  rude  tree  for  a  handle,  in  which  a  wooden 
pin  is  placed  for  the  foot  to  press  upon.  A  traveller 
might,  without  further  inquiry,  have  set  this  down 
as  tlie  mode  of  biu*)'ing  in  Sky.  I  was  told,  however, 
that  the  usual  way  is  to  have  a  grave  previously  dug. 

I  observed  to-day,  that  the  common  way  of  carr)'iiig 
home  their  grain  here  is  in  Iwids  on  horseback.  They 
have  also  a  few  sleds,  or  cars^  as  we  call  tliem  in 
Ayrshire,  clumsily  made,  and  rarely  used. 

"We  got  to  Ultnish  about  six  o'clock,  and  found  a 
very  good  farm-house,  of  two  stories.  Mr.  Macleod 
of  Ulinish,  the  sheriff-sxibstitutc  of  the  island,  was  a 
plain  honest  gentleman,  a  good  deal  like  an  English 
justice  of  peace ;  not  much  given  to  talk,  but  suf- 
ficiently .sagacious,  and  somewhat  droll.  His  daughter, 
though  she  was  never  out  of  Sky,  was  a  very  well- 
bred  womau.  Our  reverend  friend,  Mr.  Donald 
M*Queen,  kept  his  appointment,  and  met  us  here. 

Talking  of  Phipps's  voyage  to  the  North  Pole,  Dr. 
Johnson  observed,  that  it  '*  was  conjectured  that  our 
former  navigators  have  kept  too  near  land,  and  so 
have  found  the  sea  frozen  far  nortli,  because  the  land 
binders  the  free  motion  of  the  tide ;  but,  in  the  wide 

*  (An  initnimcnt  somewhat  like  ibis  (if  Dot  Uie  uune)  is  ttill  in  gcneiml  use 
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T«iirio  ocean,  where  the  waves  tumble  at  their  full  conveni- 
ence, it  is  imagined  that  the  frost  dots  not  take  eflect." 
irediu'xdaijy  22(/  Sfpft^mher. — lu  the  moniing  I 
walked  out,  and  saw  a  ship,  the  Margaret  of  Clyde, 
pass  by  with  a  number  of  emigrants  on  board.  It 
was  a  melancholy  sight.  Atlter  breakfast,  we  went 
to  see  what  was  called  a  subterraneous  house,  about 
a  mile  otT.  It  was  upon  the  side  of  a  rising  ground. 
It  wa-s  discovered  by  a  fox's  having  taken  up  his 
ahude  in  it,  and  in  chasing  tiim,  they  dug  into 
it.  It  was  very  narrow  and  low.  and  seemed  about 
forty  feet  in  length.  Near  it,  we  found  the  founda- 
tions of  several  small  hulK,  built  of  stone.  Mr. 
M'Queen,  wlio  is  always  for  making  every  thing  as 
ancient  as  possible,  boasted  that  it  was  the  dwelling 
uf  some  of  the  first  iidi:ibilant.s  of  the  island,  and  ob- 
sened,  what  a  curiosity  it  was  to  find  here  a  siwcimen 
of  the  houses  of  the  aborigines^  which  he  l>elieved 
could  be  found  nowhere  else ;  and  it  wa.s  plain  that 
they  lived  without  fire.  Ur.  Johnson  remarked,  that 
they  who  made  this  were  not  in  tlie  rudest  state ; 
for  that  it  was  more  diOiculc  to  make  it  than  to  build 
a  house;  therefore  certainly  those  who  made  it  were 
in  possession  of  houses,  and  had  tliis  only  as  n  hiding- 
place.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  vestiges  of  houses 
just  by  it  confirmed  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion. 

From  an  old  tower,  near  this  plaee»  is  an  exten- 
sive view  of  Loch-Braceadale.  and,  at  a  distance,  of 
the  isles  of  Barra  and  tSouth  Uist;  and,  on  the  land- 


side,  tlie  Cuillin  ',  a  prodigious  range  of  inoimtaius, 
capi»ed  with  rocky  pinnacles  in  a  strange  variety  of 
shapes.     They  resemble  the  mountains  near  Corte, 


■  [Theu  jiirturesuue  mount&iiu  or  Sky  uke  thrir  nuii«  iTom  the  ftncicnt 
luro,  C«cAn//Jn.  Tlw  nuiie  ix  j>n.>i-.oiiti<vd  (^ilU-n.  I  wuntlu  ihnt  lloxwrll 
nowhoro montioiia  MinUod"*  iV.fi A-wi—tw**  or  thrrcininicnM'  MBcks  tiT rock,  like 
t>U)  iNwdlck  m  Itw  lulu  of  Wiglit ;  and  MatlrvtCi  Dining.Talik* — hiilk  whtcli. 
tierivr  ihcir  luaie  Oom  dim  elcvatnl,  um>  8ulc»,  wmI  tint  tvff^.^-'Wu.tza. 
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in  Corsica,  of  wliich  thert;  is  a  very  goo*!  print.  They  Tmrto 
make  part  of  a  great  ranpe  for  deer,  which,  thougli    *    . 
entirely  devoid  of  trees,  is  in  these  countries  called  a 
Jhrejtf. 

In  the  afternoon,  UHnixh  carried  us  in  his  boat  to 
an  island  possessed  by  him,  where  we  saw  an  im- 
mense cave,  nuich  more  deserving  the  title  ofantrKm 
imwa/w  than  that  of  the  Sibyl  ile^rihed  by  Vii^l, 
wbieli  I  likewise  have  visited.  It  is  one  hundred, 
ami  eif^hty  feet  long,  about  thirty  feet  broad,  and  at 
least  thirty  feet  high.  'J'his  cave,  we  were  told,  had 
a  remarkable  eciio ;  but  we  found  none.  They  said 
it  was  owing  to  the  great  rains  having  made  it  damp. 
Such  are  llie  excuses  by  whieh  the  exaggeration  of 
Highland  narratives  is  j)alliated.  There  is  a  plen- 
tiful garden  at  Ulinisb  (a  great  rarity  in  Sky),  and 
several  trees;  and  near  the  house  is  a  hill,  which  has 
an  Erse  name,  signifying  **  the  bill  of  strife,"  where, 
Mr.  M'Quecn  informed  xis,  justice  was  of  old  admi- 
nitctered.  It  is  like  the  mons  j)/aci/i  of  Scone,  or 
those  hills  which  are  called  /aics,  such  ns  Kelly  /air. 
North- Ben\ick  /fur,  and  several  others.  It  is  sin- 
gular that  this  spot  should  happen  now  to  be  the 
sheriff's  residence. 

We  had  a  very  cheerful  evening,  and  Dr.  John- 
isOii  talked  a  goo<l  deal  on  tlie  subject  o(  literature. 
Speaking  of  the  noble  family  of  IJoyle,  he  said,  that 
all  the  Lord  Orrerj's,  till  the  present,  had  been 
writers.  The  first  wrote  several  plays  ;  the  second  ' 
was  Bentley's  antagonist ;  the  third  wrote  the  Life 
of  Swift,  and  several  other  things ;  his  son  Hamilton 


>  [t>r.  Jofaiuoii  is  ntX  ([uiie  accurate  Id  his  cnumciatiotL  the  Rnt  Lord 
Ormy  wnnc,  m*  he  ufx.  vrml  p)>y^  Tt  was  him  thai  llnncc  Walpok 
ailed  "  a  man  who  dctct  tiiad^r  a  bod  6gnn  but  ai  wi  aiiihor."  Itcif^T,  th« 
•hwmI,  vmI  l.ioncl,  thtf  tJtinI  nib,  are  not  krovn  aa  aulhon.  t'baika,  the 
fourth,  waa  the  aiita{p>ni«l  "*'  Ucnik-y.  and  wmtr.  m  ctitncdy;  Joho,  (he  fiAh 
foil,  *Aa  the  friend  of  Swift  and  Johoiton. — En.] 
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Touittt  wrote  some  papers  in  the  Ailvt'iitiirer  niwl  WorUl. 
He  told  us  he  was  well  neipiahitvd  with  S\v  ilVs  Lord 
Orrery.  lie  said  he  was  a  feeble-minded  man  ;  that, 
on  the  i)iihlii^atiou  of  Dr.  Delany's  Ileinarks  on  his 
book,  he  was  so  mxuli  alarmed  that  he  was  afraid  to 
read  them.  Dr.  Johnson  comforted  him,  by  telling 
him  they  were  both  in  the  right;  that  Delany  had 
seen  most  of  the  gowl  side  of  Swift, — Lord  Orrery 
most  of  the  bad.  Maeleod  asked,  if  it  was  not  wTong 
in  Orrery  to  expose  the  defects  of  a  man  with  wlioni 
he  lived  in  intimacy-.  Johnson.  "Why  no,  sir, 
after  the  man  is  dead ;  for  then  it  is  done  historically." 
He  addetl,  "  If  Lord  Orrery  had  been  rich,  he  would 
have  been  a  very  Hberal  patron'.  His  conversation 
was  like  his  writings,  neat  and  elegant,  but  without 
strength.  He  grasped  at  more  than  his  abilities 
could  reach ;  tried  to  pass  for  a  better  talker,  a  better 
writer,  and  a  better  thinker  than  he  was*.  There 
was  a  quarrel  between  him  and  his  father,  in  which 
his  father  was  to  blame ;  because  it  arose  from  the 
son's  not  allowing  his  wife  to  keep  company  wth  his 
father's  mistress.  The  old  lord  showed  his  rescut- 
lueut  in  his  wilP, — leaving  his  library  from  his  sou. 


■  JMr-  Tyen.  in  nrercoee  lo  his  opinion  ihnl  .roilnsnn  mpectcil  pfuuSar^ 
auiMUuice  fnini  Irfinl  (!lu-st(ritit.-l<l,  nintrnvt*  hii  ytatxonagt  wiU)  thai  of  (juril 
Onay,  utd  «mnit  la  Mievi.*  dial  hmi  Orrery  hai  Heuc  Johnioo  ume  klful* 
oetflor this M»i,  but  not  at  nudiu  heKOuU  havt  done  \fhe  tMrr  rifiAA-_ED.l  ;< 

•  |S«:«  nnlf,  vol.  i.  p.  3«7. — Ed.] 

>  [The  jrciung  lord  was  marrictl  on  ihv  Rih  JtUj,  1728,  anil  the  r»lhct*k  wtU 
in  dated  th<.-  6:li  Nor.  followlrg.  *■  Ilarin};,"  sajDi  the  icaiator.  "  with  gna^ 
eitpeuiw  aiiil  troubltr,  mnie  a  l*tK>'  cuIleclMui  of  mrl'iil  ht>o)(!i  aiul  uf  niat| 
liral  inriniiiicfils,  iiiiKtiincs  mid  ojiiiMl  ^lii»M»  ot  value,  whicli  1  would 
cucfully  ptCTtrrcd  for  the  benefit  of  posicrity ;  (UiJ  having  ncKo-  olwer 
my  MM)  haib  showrd  mudi  tanlr  »r  inilituiliGii,  <'ii>K-r  for  tlic  tnli-nainnwDt  OC 
Icnowlodec  which  siuHy  and  leamirg  nIfoH,  I  give  and  bc<iuea.th  all  my  botikl 
and  iDSincniatlcal  inelrumcoca  (exceiit  div  Journals  of  llie  Ilouxe  of  I«Htlt,  and 
esc«|il  thoM  boolta  and  InstrumvnU  which,  al  ibc  limr  of  niy  death,  sh^U  be  la 
and  bclodgin^  lo  mj-  bnii«;s  at  Mamun  and  BrItwcU)  lo  rhriKtchurch  i. 
in  Oxford,  Kc. :  my  uid  son,  within  i»i>  yvam  next  afiLT  my  dcccne,.^ 
tJicremil,  and  whirh  I  An  hiivhy  ^ivc  bini  for  hi»  KJc  UK  and  benefl^ 
hook*  iclaiing  to  the  English  connttcutiou  «od  parlianicourj  lUIaini,  an 
thiiik  fit  lo  make  cluiicc  of." 

The  quarrel,  however,  wu  probably  tnwk  tip,  u  £trl  Joba  is  rcprtaented 


'Htit,  and 

)jU  be  la         , 

mm 

ihcftliall^H 
l>rtaented        | 
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ami  assij^iing,  as  hU  reason,  that  he  could  not  make  Tour  to 
use  of  U. 

I  lueutioned  the  aflectation  of  Orrery,  in  ending 
all  his  letters  on  the  Life  of  Swift  in  studied  varieties 
of  jdirase,  and  never  in  tiie  conmion  mode  of  **  I 
am,"  &c.  an  observation  which  1  remember  to  have 
been  made  several  years  ago  by  old  Mr.  Sheriiluu. 
'J'his  specits  of  atfectation  in  writing,  au  a  foreign 
lady  of  distinguished  talents  unee  remarked  to  me,  is 
almost  peculiar  to  the  English.  I  took  up  a  volume 
of  Dryden,  containing  the  Conquest  of  rxrauadii,  and 
several  other  plays,  of  which  all  the  dedications  had 
such  studied  conclusions.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  such 
conclusions  were  more  elegant,  and,  in  addressing 
|iersons  of  high  nmk  (as  when  Dryden  dedicated  to 
the  Duke  of  York),  they  were  likewise  more  respect- 
ful '.  I  agreed  that  t/iere  it  was  much  better :  it  was 
making  his  escai>e  from  the  royal  presence  with  a 
genteel  sudden  timidity,  in  place  of  having  the  reso- 
lution to  stand  still,  and  make  a  fonnal  bow. 
'  Lonl  Orrery's  unkind  treatment  of  his  aou  in  his 
will  led  us  to  talk  of  the  dispositions  a  man  should 
bare  when  dying.  1  said,  I  did  not  see  why  a  man 
should  act  dilVerently  with  respect  to  those  of  whom 
he  thought  ill  when  in  heultli,  merely  because  he  was 
dying.  Johnson.  "  I  should  not  scruple  to  sjieak 
against  a  party,  when  dying;  but  should  not  do  it 
against  an  individual.  It  is  told  of  Sixtus  Quiutus^ 
that  on  bis  deathbed,  in  the  intervals  of  his  last 
pangs,   he   signed    death-warrants."     Mr.   WQiieen 


M  bciag  cxcMftircIv  ^end  by  tlie  denth  of  hi*  faiher,  aim)  he  htoMclf,  in  an 
■KiaionwU  ropy  of  tavx  on  that  InM,  fays, 

"  I  wc«p  ifuUur,  bm  I  *ve  lost  tfrk-md." 

Aod  Theobald  pufalJAhcd  »  imn-UcsI  vptslli-  of  condnlt-iicc  to  ihc  jToung  lotd  on 
ihii  auiie  occaaoD,  in  tmn*  wliiih  wouM  lisvc  been  loo  glarin^f  rkliculaus  if 
be  bad  bcm  on  notorioiM  lu>I  tntiiii  with  his  f^tber.— Eii.] 

*  [Jolinaon  hiniMlf  Ronicliinn  umm!   iliis  font)  wiiliuut  the  cxcuK  tio  men- 
tieo».— See  Ictta  to  Mr.  LaogUMt,  17ch  April,  li77-~£i>-| 
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Tour  to  said,  hf  should  not  do  so ;  lie  w-mild  have  more  tt'ti- 
derness  of  heart.  Johnson.  "  1  bt'lieve  I  sliuuUl 
not  either;  but  Mr.  M'Qucen  and  1  arc  cowards.  It 
would  not  be  from  tenderness  of  heart;  for  the  lieart 
is  as  tender  wlien  a  man  is  in  liealth  as  when  lie  is 
siek,  though  his  resolution  may  be  stronger.  Sixtus 
Quintus  was  a  sovereign  as  well  as  a  priest;  and,  if 
the  criminals  deserve<l  death,  he  was  do'infr  his  duly 
to  the  last,  Vou  would  not  think  a  judge  died  ill, 
who  should  Iw  carried  off  by  an  apoplectiek  fit  while 
pronouncing  sentence  of  death.  Consider  a  class 
of  men  whose  husitiess  it  is  to  distribute  death: — 
soldiers,  who  die  scattering  bullets.  Nobody  thinks 
they  die  ill  on  that  account." 

'{''alkinij;  of  hioj^raphy,  he  said,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  life  of  any  literary  man  in  Kngbnd  had  been 
well  written.  lieside  the  common  incidents  of  life, 
it  should  tell  us  his  studies,  his  nuHle  of  living,  the 
nieajis  by  which  he  attained  to  excellence,  and  his 
opinion  of  his  own  works.  He  told  us  he  had  sent 
Derrick  to  Drydcn's  relations,  to  gather  materials 
for  his  life ;  and  he  believed  Derrick  had  got  all  that 
he  liiinself  should  have  got;  but  it  was  nothing. 
He  added,  he  had  a  kindness  for  Derrick ',  and  was 
sorry  he  was  dead. 

His  notion  as  to  the  )x)enis  published  by  Mr. 
M'Pherson,  ns  the  works  of  Ossian,  was  not  shaken 
here.  Mr.  M*Queeu  always  evaded  the  point  of 
authenticity,  saying  only  that  Mr.  M'PJierson's  pieces 
fell  far  short  of  those  he  knew  in  Erse,  which  were 
said  to  be  Ossian's.  Johnsom.  **  I  hope  they  do. 
I  am  not  disputing  that  yoii  may  have  poetry  of 
great  merit ;  but  that  M'Pherson's  is  not  a  trnnsla- 
tion  from  ancient  poetry.  You  do  not  believe  it.  I 
say  before  you,  you  do  not  believe  it,  thougli  you  are 

•  tSeeim/c,  vnl.  i.  p.  Wi — Ed.) 


very  willing  that  the  world  should  believe  it."     Mr.  Touno 
M'Queeii  innde  uo  answer  to  this.     Dr.  .Tohiisott  pro- 
ceeded: "  I  look  upon  M'Pherson's  Fiiigal  to  l>e  as 

■  gross  an  imposition  as  ever  the  world  was  troubled 
with.  Had  it  been  really  an  ancient  work,  a  true 
specimen  how  men  thoiiglit  at  that  time,  it  would 
have  been  a  curiosity  of  the  first  rate.     As  a  modem 

■  production,  it  is  nothing."  lie  said  he  could  never 
get  the  meaning  of  an  Erse  song  explained  to  him. 
They  told  liiiu  the  chorus  was  generally  luimeaning. 
*'  I  take  it  (said  he),  Erse  songs  ai*e  like  a  song  which 
I  remember:  it  was  composed  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
time,  on  the  Earl  of  Essex  ;  and  the  burthen  was 

'  Rndnrnmn.  railnmr,  nulBrs  tndatn  l&rdorc* " 

"But  surely  (said  Mr.  M'Queen),  there  were  words 
to  it  which  had  meaning."  Johnson,  "Why,  yes, 
sir  \  I  recollect  a  stanxa,  uud  you  shall  have  it : 

*  O  f  ihcn  b»!pok«  Oie  prcnticAi  all. 
living  in  l^ondnti,  tvtth  pmptt  uiil  tall. 
Pot  Kmcx**  uke  I'nty  vould  ti^ht  ail. 

Raduatoo,  railknlc,  rAJitn,  udua,  undon'."* 

\Vhen  Mr.  M*Queen  began  again  to  expatiate  oii 
the  beauty  of  Ossian's  poetry,  Ur.  Johnson  entered 
into  uo  further  controversy,  but,  with  a  plt-a^ant 
smile,  only  cried,  "Ay,  ay;  Kadaratoo  rmitirate" 

Thursdmj^  23r/  Scptcmher. — I  took  I'ln^l  down 

*  Thia  droll  t^uoutinti,  I  have  uiic«  found,  wai  from  a  M>ng  in  bonouT  of  iht 
KMi  of  Rwes,  rallnl  "  tJiiffH  Elitah^lh'r  t'A"'m/* '"",*'  wliir.l)  »s  prtMTvcd  m  ^ 
cMOocimi  of  OM  KaHaflii,  In  three  vqIhttic*,  puMiiliH  in  London  in  diff<!tcni 
yan,  between  17«0  aoJ  I7:tn.     The  full  reiM  ia  u.  foUoara  : 

"  Oh !  th«i  hr»prikp  ilic  nrcriicw  nil. 
Living  in  Ijontlon,  ItoLTi  imipcr  btiI  tsll. 
In  ■  kind  letter  w«t  htr.ki^b;  la  the  niieeii, 
Tur  Emtx'r  Nikr  tticy  woiiM  fight  nil. 
Ilndenr  too,  undaro  tc, 
RjulcT^T,  lAiidiDrfr,  Ian  do  re." — IloaiiXLL. 

(Thf  old  bttlUd  htr.-  mention^  nlw  ornu*  in  \Xt.  V.v»n%'%  «^Il^etk>n  of  hUto- 
ricil  haUad*,  pobUihwl  a^  a  Supplement  lo  I*orcy'»  lirfi«ue»,  under  iht-  in^pcr. 
doB,  I  heliere.  of  WtUijm  Juliua  .MickK-,  who'  mi.Tied  inany  tnotlcm  liniia- 
I  of  ihr  hnoick  ballads  c»f  hb  oar.i  co7n[NMing-— Wai.tr n  Scott.] 

TOL.   II.  H  H     . 
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Tour  to  to  the  parlour  in  the  moniiiigf,  and  tried  a  test  pro- 
posed hy  Mr.  Roderick  Ma^-leod,  son  to  UiinM. 
Mr.  M  "Queen  had  said  he  had  some  of  the  poom  in 
the  original.  I  desired  him  to  mention  any  pa^^sage 
in  the  printed  l)ook,  of  which  lie  could  repeat  the 
original.  He  pointe<l  out  one  in  page  .50  of  the 
quarto  edition,  and  read  the  Erse,  while  Mr.  Rode- 
rick Mack'tKl  and  1  looked  on  the  English  ;  and  Air. 
Macleod  said  tliat  it  was  pretty  like  what  Mr.  M*Qiieea 
had  recited.  iJut  when  Afr.  M 'Queen  read  a  de- 
scription of  CuchuUin's  sword  in  Erse,  together  with 
A  translation  of  it  in  English  verse,  by  Sir  James 
FouHs,  Mr.  .M'Leod  said,  that  was  nmcli  more  like 
than  Mr.  M'Pherson's  translation  of  the  former  pas- 
sage. Mr.  McQueen  then  repeated  iu  Erse  a  de- 
scription of  one  of  the  horses  iu  CuchuUin's  car. 
Mr.  M'Lcod  said,  Mr.  M^Pherson's  English  was 
nothing  like  it. 

\Vhen  Ur.  .folinson  came  down,  I  told  Iiim  that  I 
had  now  obtained  some  evidence  concerning  Fingal ; 
for  that  Mr.  M'Queen  had  repeated  a  passage  in  the 
original  Erse,  which  Mr.  M'Pherson's  translation 
was  pretty  like ' ;  and  reminded  him  that  he  himself 
had  once  said,  he  did  not  require  Mr,  M'Pherson's 
Ossian  to  be  more  like  the  original  than  Pope's 
Homer.  Johnson.  "  Well,  sir,  this  is  just  what  I 
always  maintained.  He  has  found  names,  and  stories, 
and  phrases,  nay  passages  in  old  songs,  and  with 
them  has  blended  his  own  compositions,  and  so  made 
what  he  givea  to  the  world  as  the  translation  of  an 
ancient  poem  '."     If  this  was  the  case,  I  observed,  it 


»  [Sir.  Boswf  U  Mcenm  ta  hare  reported  bni  li«If  tlw  pviJrncr  to  Or.  Jnhi 
He  tclln  hini  of  clii;  putuage  which  wh  rfinrlh'ig  likt  M'l'her^oti'a  rcmJoa; 
but  lie  &.otA  not  ap]>ear  to  have  noticed  ih«  other,  which  wu  nathimg  Hie  iL>« 
Ed.] 

*  [Thi*  kccount  of  Oasliin'R  Poems,  upnbluhed  by  M'Pfaemia,  btb«t  K 
wbinl  miMt  aauible  people  have  amvcil,  thuugh  there  mar  be  aomc  diSovDCC 
between  the  plus  and  ramus  of  the  nncient  ingrcdiaiH  cmplojre)]  by  the  timoal*. 
lor. — Waltci  Scott.] 
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was  wrong  to  publish  it  as  a  poem  in  six  books.  Twin© 
Johnson.  "Yes,  sir;  and  to  ascribe  it  to  a  time 
too  %vhen  the  Highlanders  knew  nothing  of  books, 
and  nothing  of  six ;  or  perhaps  were  got  the  length 
of  counting  six.  We  have  been  told,  by  Condaniine, 
of  a  nation  that  could  covnit  no  more  than  four.  This 
should  be  told  to  Monhoddo;  it  would  Iielp  iiini. 
There  is  as  much  charity  in  helping  a  man  down* 
hill,  as  in  tielping  him  np-hill."  Boswell.  "  I 
don't  think  there  is  an  mueh  charity."  Johnson. 
"  Yes,  sir,  if  his  tendency  be  downwards.  Till  he  is 
at  the  bottom,  he  flounders ;  get  him  once  there, 
and  he  is  quiet.  Swift  tellK,  that  Stella  had  a  trick, 
which  she  learned  from  Addison,  of  encouraging  a 
man  in  absurdity,  instead  of  endearouring  to  ex- 
tricate him." 

Mr.  M*Qneen*s  answers  to  the  inquiries  concerning 
Ossian  were  so  unsatisfactory,  that  I  could  not  help 
observing,  that,  were  he  examined  in  a  court  of 
justice,  he  would  find  himself  under  a  necessity  of 
being  more  explicit.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  has  told 
Blair  a  little  too  much,  which  is  published ;  and  he 
sticks  to  it.  lie  is  so  much  at  the  head  of  things 
here,  that  he  has  )iever  been  accustomed  to  be  closely 
examined ;  and  so  he  goes  on  quite  smoothly." 
Boswell.  "  He  has  never  bad  any  body  to  work 
bim."  Johnson.  "No,  sir;  and  a  man  is  seldom 
disposed  to  work  himself,  though  he  ought  to  work 
himself,  to  be  sure."     Mr.  M*Queen  made  no  reply  ^ 

Having  talked  of  the  strictness  with  which  wit- 
nesses are  examined  in  courts  of  justice.  Dr.  Johnson 
told  us,  that  (larrick,  though  accustomed  to  face 
multitudes,  when  produced  as  a  \ntnes8  in  \Ve8t- 


'  I  lliink  it  but  juiboe  to  Mjr,  thai  I  belicrc  Or.  Johnton  meant  tn  umlit 
Mi:  M-Qucea't  cooduci  to  iiuiccunKjr  x-A  mifatuiuni,  ud  did  tiot  miui  anjr 
impuution  agAinM  him. — Boswell. 
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Toorw  ininstcr-hall.  was  so  disconcerted  by  a  new  mode  of 
piiblit'k  apijearance,  that  he  could  not  understand 
wliat  «aK  asked.  It  uas  a  cjiusc  where  an  actor 
claimed  a  free  benefit,  that  is  to  say,  a  benefit  with- 
out paying  the  expense  of  the  liouse ;  but  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  was  diKputed.  Garrick  was  asked, 
*'  Sir,  have  you  a  free  lienefit  ?"  "  Yes.**  **  Upon 
what  terms  have  you  it  ?"  **  Upon — tlie  terms — of 
— a  free  benefit."'  He  was  dismissed  as  one  from 
whom  no  iufurmatiou  could  be  obtained.  Dr.  John- 
son iR  often  too  hard  on  our  friend  Mr.  Garriek. 
When  ]  asked  him,  why  he  did  not  mention  him  in 
the  Preface  to  bis  Shakspeare,  be  said,  "  GJarrick  has 
I>een  lilx-rjUIy  paid  for  any  thing  he  has  done  for 
Sliakspeare.  If  I  sliouhl  praise  him,  I  should  niucli 
more  praise  the  nation  who  paid  liim.  He  has  not 
madeShaksiK'are  better  known  ' ;  he  c-mnot -illustrate 
Shakspeaix::  so  I  have  reasons  enough  against  men- 
tioning him,  were  reasons  necessary.  There  shniild 
be  reasons^/or  it.*'  I  siwke  of  Mrs.  Montagirs  %'ery 
high  praises  of  Garrick.  Joi]Nsr>N'.  "  Sir,  jt  is  fit 
she  should  say  so  nnieh,  and  I  sliould  say  nothing. 
Reynolds  is  fond  of  her  book,  and  I  wonder  at  it ; 
for  neither  I,  nor  Reaurlerk,  nor  Mrs.  Thrale,  could 
get  through  it  *.'* 

■  Ii  liM  bom  triumpluntly  ukeit,  "  Had  no)  U>r  pUfK  orshKk*TM«nr  tain 
rinnnMnt  fot  many  jrcan  bcfl«c  the  oppcftiancc  of  .Mr.  Ourirk  ?  Did  he  OH 
•xhibit  the  miHl  »ncUent  of  tbeni  tm|ucnily  fin-  thirty  yc«n  together,  aad 
noiet  llvni  rKrnniMlr  popnlot  by  ht«  ovn  iniinil^lc  iMTratmancT?"  He  un. 
doabwdly  did.  liui  l>r.  Joknion**  uif rtion  tuu  bcca  miiundentoed.  Knowlttg 
M  wcU  u  the  obj;xiura  what  hM  been  jiwt  ibu^d,  he  muit  iwocAMnly  hare 
nmuit,  tiMl  "Mr.  flarrick  did  not,  as  a  critick,  mRke  HhakKpeare  bcttrr  known; 
he  iLid  not  illiiwniic  aay  one  pa«<ta^i>  in  any  of  hb  pUy»  by  aoiiena*  of  iJb- 
quiddon,  tr  ugicfty  of  conjcctur.- :"  and  what  hud  been  done  with  any  d(f[iw 
nf  cxct'llrnot  tn  lAitf  way  waa  t)ie  prn{)rr  and  iimuctliatc  Bahjrrl  of  hn  prctacr. 
I  niay  add  in  luppon  of  (his  c\ptariaii<<n  the  folbwiDft  ani-cdDtr,  nbuil  to  tne 
by  one  of  the  ftbleu  comtDentaton  on  Sbak>pear«,  who  knew  much  of  Oi. 
JiihnMHi  J  "  Now  I  bavc  (|uittrd  the  thmtrr,"  eriea  Oarrick,  "  I  will  hi  ilown 
and  md  Shnkfp^ve."  "'Tn  time  you  fthoutd."  ndrdnm]  John<(on,  *'(br  I 
much  doubt  if  you  ever  examined  one  of  hit  pl^ya  fVom  the  fiiit  mom  ta  the 
law." — nonwKi,!,. 

*  Nn  man  hu  1(»4  inclination  to  coniroveny  than  I  have,  partieiilatly  with  • 
lady.     But  aa  I  l«ve  claimed,  and  am  ooiMciou*  of  boSf;  (Butlod  U),  cndit,  for 
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isoii  gave  us  an  account ,..  ^..v.  ,,^1,^4. 
whole  process  of  tanning,  and  of  the  nature  of  milk, 

the  Birncit  fidelity,  my  respect  Aw  lh«  publiclt  oblige*  n»  to  taJu  notia  of  an 
iniintuuon  which  lend*  Ui  impeach  It. 

Mm.  Pimxi  (lair  Mn,  TbnJr)i  w>  twr  "  Anecdotn  of  I>r.  Johnton,"  added 
the  foUoii  ing  ]>o«UCTipt : 

"  Nuploi.  lOih  Fth.  1780. 
** Since  the  foKftoiRft  went  to  prcM,  haTing  Mett  ■  pa>ut;e  from  Mr.  Doswell's 
'Tour  10  the  llrbtidi-s'  in  Khich  it  is  iwd,  thai  /  raald  uo*  gri  l/iningh  Atrt. 
MiuNpv't  *  Kw*y  on  Shakifpcan:,'  I  do  doi  <U-lay  a  nionient  to  d^d&iv,  thai, 
on  the  raturary.  I  hare  alwnys  coiiitnimdtd  it  m>'»cll',  and  heiid  it  ootntnendad 
by  c-vtry  on«  rW ;  and  few  rhingn  wduUI  pvr  nir  iiioit  i-nrnm  than  Co  be 
thought  incapable  of  tiuilng,  or  unwilling  to  iCNiiry  my  npinion  of  its  ct* 
celkoM." 

It  b  roDatkablG,  that  ihis  pwtacHpt  ia  h>  exjinawd.  a*  not  to  point  out  lh« 
pCT'Mt  *bo  »akl  that  itlrn.  'J'hralc  cotild  not  |^t  ihniu);h  .Mt>.  .^lontogu'a 
book  ;  and,  Uiervfuh',  I  think  it  nrccMutry  to  remind  Mn.  Vituu,  that  ihe  a«> 
•ertian  cnrnminp  htt  wis  I>i.  Johnfton'a,  and  not  mine.  The  wtond  obacrra- 
tioa  that  I  )>1iall  makL-  on  dm  podtscript  Li,  that  it  doc*  not  duny  tlie  tact 
aMcTtod,  LhDU)(h  I  niuM  acknnwlnlgc-,  fniiii  the  praiir  it  bobivti  on  Sin.  Mon- 
tagu's h<ml(.  it  may  have  been  dcalgn«d  to  convey  that  tncarir|t. 

\rhai  Mr*.  Thr^lcN  rplnian  is.  or  was  t'T  what  »))c  mny  vt  may  nM  have 
Hid  In  Dr.  JuhriKiin  nitii'i.-Tnin^  .^trt.  Monia^t'»  book,  it  it  iiot  Dccfuaiy  for 
me  in  irouirr.  It  if  only  lncuml>cr.i  on  tne  to  ii»cenaio  ahat  Ur.  Johnaoa  kaid 
to  Toe.      1  t'hall  thL-rcrorc  C0(ifi[.e  mjidf  to  a  ve;y  >horl  i>talv  (rf  thr  fait. 

The  UD favourable  opttiion  nf  Mrm.  iticnttap]'*  book,  whidi  Ur.  Johnson  is 
here  irpariid  to  hare  fUeti,  l«  krom  lo  hare  been  thai  which  he  urifomdv 
czpnwed,  as  man/ of  his  friends  wf  11  rumrmbcT.  So  much  for  the  arnhmiicity 
of  the  parapapli,  at  far  a*  it  rclair*  tti  Id*  own  sc  itlnicnl*.  The  wurds  coa> 
tabing  iha  assmwD.  to  which  Sin.  Pioui  objects  Mc  printtd  from  my  mt- 
miscxipt  iloumal.  and  wmc  taken  down  at  ihr  t^mr.  Thr  JountiJ  was  rnd  hy 
th.  Johnson,  who  pniiiin)  oiie  lottii-  inacmrari»,  which  I  romctnl,  Iml  did 
■at  mcntiM)  any  inaccuracy  in  the  paragraph  in  que»lion:  and  what  is  stlU 
tatm  tnatcrluL,  and  ve;y  llattcrin^  to  me^  a  conudcxablc  part  of  my  Journal, 
BKfeiilHng  litis  parngrai^,  wui  rfud  tmrral  tfrar*  ago  lijf  Atrt,  Thnlr  hfrietf^ 
«lia  had  it  fvt  Minic  linic  in  her  posseulon,  sad  r<.iunii.d  it  to  mc,  wiihout  tn- 
timatioif  that  l>r.  Johnaon  had  mistaken  her  Ainiimtnis 

W  hm  tlie  hist  cdiiitiii  ai  my  Journal  was  pau^inn  tliioU(:h  tltr  press  it  oi> 
nnml  (n  nic,  iltat  ft  p^-ailiiiT  delicacy  wa.*  ncceuar}'  to  be  observed  in  rtponirg 
the  o^tdnn  of  orw  llterny  lady  conrmiinc  the  pcifomiance  of  another :  and  I 
had  Mirh  MTii]^li-s  na  that  head,  itiat,  in  the  proof'shcct,  1  itnick  oui  the  nanio 
sf  Mrv.  Ilitalc  frotn  the  above  pamgrnpli,  and  two  or  thiec  hutidtid  n>piea  of 
my  book  «etc  ortiially  printtd  and  puhtLslkd  wil^Dlll  It ;  of  ihne  Mr  Jonhua 
B«ytMibU*«  arjty  happened  to  be  one.  Uut  whiL-  ihc  shc«i  was  workinp  rff",  a 
ftWod,  fm  wboae  opinioa  I  havi-  Himt  n.-»p«ci,  luggmttid  ih^  I  tiad  no  right  lo 
deprive  Mn^  Thrair  iif  the  liigh  honour  which  Pr-  JohiiM^ii  had  doTic  h<r,  by 
•tntinf  ber  opinion  along  widi  that  of  Mr.  Benuclcrk,  as  coineldioi;  with.  and. 
aa  it  w-cre.  sanctioning  his  owii.  The  observation  ap;)citnd  lo  me  ao  w^ghty 
aaal  csinrliiMvr,  that  fhastcncd  to  the  priniing-hoosc,  and,  a*  n  piece  of  Jusiiic^ 
raMond  Mpl  Thnle  to  that  place  fnim  which  a  too  scrupulous  delicacy  b&d 
czdudcd  hcf  > 

Ob  ihia  Rinplo  state  of  fact*  I  shall  make  no  obMTvaiJm  afhalerer. —  Hus- 
wxLi.-  [The  foci  of  Mr«.  Pioizi's  having  read  hii  Journal,  as  we  know  she 
did,  Utd  made  no  objKlMm,  completely  jtuttlirs  Mr.  BoawelL  and  thtows  toiiie 
doubt  over  hrr  own  vcradty.  Vet  ii  is  potti/.Jt-  tluii  this  hrcly  lady  mny  rot 
have  read  every  line  of  the  m&nu^^ipt,  or,  thinking  it  a  mere  private  r-nnr. 
rmjiim  neves  likrly  lo  be  published,  may  not  have  thought  it  worth  wlitla  to 
tMHraiUci  such  an  tibiler  dtrtitm  of  Dr.  Johnson's.     Mt«.  .^lonlagu'i  KtMy  is 
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Tout  w  and  the  various  operations  upon  it,  as  making  whey, 
&C.  His  variety  of  iuforniation  is  surprising' ;  and 
it  gives  one  niuch  satisfaction  to  find  such  a  man 
bestowing  his  attention  on  the  useful  arts  of  life. 
Uiinish  was  much  struck  with  his  knowledge ;  and  said, 
"  He  is  a  great  orator,  sir ;  it  is  musick  to  hear  this 
man  speak."  A  strange  tliought  struck  inc.  to  try  if 
he  knew  any  thing  of  an  art,  or  whatever  it  should 
lie  called,  which  is  no  doubt  very  useful  in  life,  but 
whidi  lies  far  out  of  the  way  of  a  philosopher  and 
]H}et ;  I  meau  the  trade  of  a  butcher.  I  enticed 
liim  into  the  subject,  by  connecting  it  with  the  vari- 
ous researches  into  the  manners  and  customs  of  un- 
civilized nations,  that  have  been  made  by  our  late 
uaWgators  into  the  South  Seas.  1  liegaii  with  ob- 
serving, that  Mr,  (now  Sir  Joseph)  Hanks  tells  us, 
that  the  art  of  slaughtering  animals  was  not  known 
in  Otaheite,  for,  instead  of  bleeding  to  death  their 
dogs  (a  common  food  with  them))  they  strangle 
them.  This  he  told  me  himself;  and  I  supposed  that 
their  hogs  were  killed  in  the  same  way.  Dr.  John- 
son said,  "  This  must  be  owing  to  tbcir  not  having 
knives,  though  they  have  sharp  stones  with  which 
they  can  cut  a  carcass  in  pieces  tolerably."  By  de- 
grees, he  showed  that  he  knew  something  e%'en  of 
butchery.  *'  Different  animals,"  said  he,  "  are  killed 
differently.  An  ox  is  knocked  down,  and  a  calf 
stunned ;  but  a  sheep  has  its  throat  cut,  without  any 
thing  being  done  to  stupify  it.  The  butchers  have 
no  view  to  the  ease  of  the  animals,  but  only  to  make 
them  quiet,  for  their  own  safety  and  convenience. 


IWdf,  uid  not  kmg,  tnd  it  woulil  have  been  vtry  utrange  if  Mn.  Pknu  had 
«o/  bom  able  co  rad  it  thn)U|;h.  I«t  it  be  T«ccil1«cte(l,  that  Johnton,  who 
talked  in  till*  tlrprecUtlrg  w«y  nfMn.  Mouiagu,  udltcd  and  wrute  tu  hcf  in  « 
Ciylc  ofulniMt  ruUomi;  aduUliatj.  Sec  ailt,  toI.  1.  p.  33!l,  uid  rul.  ii.  p.  9U  h. 
See  aUo  MiH  RcynoUls's  IlreollfctUmf  nf  Dr.  Johttron.—i^O.'l 

'  [Wc  have  already  jctti  tvol.  L  p.  7J,  that  he  bad  an  ently  oi>|>onunit)r  of 
l«uniii)[  the  del^li  of  th«  ut  of  Uni)ing._£v.] 
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sheep  can  give  them  little  trouble.  Hales  is  of"^""'" 
ojiitiiou  that  even,'  animal  should  be  blooded,  witliout 
haviug  any  blow  giveu  to  it,  liecausu  it  bleeds  l>etter," 
Bosu'Eix.  "That  would  be  crnel."  JuuNsox. 
"  No,  sir ;  there  is  not  much  pain,  if  the  jugular 
vein  be  properly  cut."  Pursuing  tlit*  Mubjctt,  lie 
said,  the  kennels  of  Southwark  rau  with  blood  two 
or  three  days  in  the  week  ;  that  he  was  afraid  there 
were  slaughter-houses  in  more  streets  in  London 
than  one  supposes  (speaking  with  a  kind  of  horroTir 
of  butchering);  and  yet,  lie  added,  *'  any  of  us  would 
kJU  a  cow,  rather  than  not  have  beef."  I  said  w# 
could  not.  **  Ves,"  said  he,  "  any  one  may.  The 
business  of  a  butcher  is  a  trade  indeed,  that  is  to  say, 
there  is  an  apjirentlceship  served  to  it ;  but  it  may 
be  learnt  in  a  month." 

I  mentiuued  a  club  in  London,  at  the  Boar's-head 
in  Kasteiieap,  the  very  tavern  where  FalstalVand  his 
joyous  companions  met ;  the  members  of  which  all 
me  Shakspearc's  characters.  One  Is  Falstaff, 
another  Prince  Henry,  another  Bardolph,  and  so  on. 
Johnson.  "  Don't  he  of  it,  sir.  Now  that  you  have 
a  name,  you  must  be  careful  to  avoid  many  things, 
not  bad  in  themselves,  but  which  will  lessen  your 
character'.  This  every  man  who  has  a  name  must 
observe.  A  man  who  is  not  publickly  known  may 
live  in  London  as  he  pleases,  without  any  notice 
being  taken  of  him ;  but  it  is  wonderful  how  a  person 
ofany  consequence  is  watched.  There  was  a  memljer 
of  parUament ',  who  wanted  to  prepare  himself  to 

■  I  do  Dot  MIC  whf  I  might  not  have  liem  of  Uui  dub  vilboul  IcMwniag  mj 
diancter.  But  Dr.  Johnum'ti  caution  •gainsi  suppnuof;  diw's sdf  oononura  in 
LaMlon  mk)'  bt  very  uncful  lo  prevent  some  people  from  doing  manj  ibingf, 
aot  only  fonliOi,  htii  miniiini. — RnswELt,. 

•  [Tbc  Kdiiot  •unpects  that  John*tHi'«  friend,  Mr.  William  Fitihcrbrrt, 
(we  anU,  to\.  i.  pp.  61,  353,  ncd  poil,  I5th  Sept.  1777)  ""*"  ''ctc  nirmnL  He 
■M  in  jutliAiDciit  fnim  17'n  to  hit  ilmli,  in  l77->  In  171'^  he  wu  mftde  « 
locd  of  Tnwlt.  No  »rccch  of  bib  b  pietcived-— n  drcumttaoct  vtry  n&lunl,  if 
Mn.  Cbolmoodtley  wudc<t  to  to.  attempt  of  bit. — Ed.] 
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sjwak  on  r  qui'stioii  tliat  was  to  come  on  in  the 
house ;  ami  he  and  I  were  to  talk  it  ovir  together. 
He  did  not  msh  it  should  be  known  tJiat  lie  talked 
with  rae ;  so  he  would  not  let  me  come  to  his  house, 
but  came  to  mine.  Some  time  after  he  had  made 
Iiis  speech  in  the  Iiouse^  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  a  very 
airy  lady,  told  me»  *  Well,  you  coidd  make  nothing 
of  him  !'  naming  the  gentleman;  which  was  a  proof 
that  he  w;w  watched.  I  had  oucc  some  business  '  to 
do  tor  govennnent,  and  I  went  to  Lord  North's. 
I'recaution  was  taken  that  it  should  not  be  known. 
#t  was  dark  before  I  went ;  yet  a  few  days  after  I 
was  told,  *Well,  you  have  been  witli  Lord  North.* 
That  the  door  of  the  prime  minister  should  be 
watched  is  not  strange ;  but  that  a  member  of  par- 
liament should  he  watched,  or  that  my  door  should 
be  watched,  is  wonderful." 

We  st't  oxit  this  morning  on  our  way  to  Talisker, 
in  Viinish\  boat,  having  taken  leave  of  him  and  his 
family.  Mr.  Uonald  M*Queen  still  favonrwl  us  with 
his  company,  for  wliich  we  were  much  obliged  to  him. 
As  we  sailed  along.  Dr.  Johnson  got  into  one  of  his 
fits  of  railing  at  the  Scots.  He  owned  that  they  had 
been  a  verv'  learned  nation  for  a  hundred  years,  from 
about  15.50  to  about  1().50;  but  that  they  afforde<l 
the  only  instance  of  a  people  among  whom  the  arts 
of  cinl  life  did  not  advance  in  proportion  with  learn- 
ing; that  they  had  hardly  any  trade,  any  money,  or 
any  elegance,  before  the  Union  ;  that  it  was  strange 
that,  with  all  the  advantages  possessed  by  other 
nations,  they  had  not  any  of  tliose  couveniencies  and 
embellishments  which  are  the  fntit  of  industry,  till 
they  came  in  contact  with  a  civilized  people.     '*  We 

■  [.Mr*.  Cbolninndcky  wu  a  younf^  iIaIct  of  the  cekbnilcU  MM^^mrat  Wof. 
0BgGon-     She  inarriei]  tlic  Hon.  anil  Rrv.  Ucorgc  ('holitiofNlck]'.— £o. ) 

*  [Nn  <](iubi  Bljout  one  of  his  poli:lcal  pitupbUiti ;  prulnbljr  tluit  nsiiectlnii 
ihc  FKlklund  ItluuU.— £d.) 


I 


I 


have  taught  vou/'  said  lie,  *'  and  we'll  do  the  same  t**"'" 
ill  time  to  all  barbarous  nations,  to  the  f'herokees,  and 
at  last  to  tlie  Ouran-Outauf^,"  laugliing  willi  as 
much  glee  as  if  Monbwhlo  had  been  present.  Bos- 
M'KLl.,  "  We  had  wine  before  the  Union."  JonNSON. 
**  No,  sir ;  you  had  some  weak  stutF,  the  refuse  of 
France,  which  would  not  make  you  drunk."  ]Jos- 
VTEi.L.  "  I  assure  you,  sir,  tliere  was  a  great  deal 
of  drunkenness."  Jonxsox.  "  No,  sir;  there  were 
people  who  died  of  dropsies,  wliich  they  contracted 
in  trying  to  get  drunk." 

1  must  here  glean  some  of  bis  conversation  afr# 
Ulinish.  which  I  have  omitted.  He  repeated  his 
teiuark,  that  a  man  in  a  ship  was  worse  than  n  man 
in  a  jail.  **  The  man  in  a  Jail,"  Kaid  he,  '*has  more 
room,  better  food,  and  commonly  better  comixiny, 
and  is  in  safety."  "Ay;  but,"  said  Mr.  M'Queen, 
"  the  mau  in  the  ship  has  the  pleasing  hope  of  getting 
to  shore."  JoHXSOX.  "Sir,  1  am  not  talking  of  a 
man's  getting  to  shore,  but  of  a  man  while  he  is  in  a 
ship;  and  then,  I  sav.  he  is  worse  than  a  man  while  he 
is  in  a  jail.  A  mau  in  a  jail  ttuit/ hdse  the  'phasing 
Ac^'of  gt'ttingout.  A  man  confined  for  only  a  limited 
time  actually //«.« it'."  Madeod  mentioned  hisschemes 
for  carrying  on  fisheries  with  spirit,  and  that  he  would 
nisli  (o  understand  the  coni^tniction  of  l)oats.  I 
suggested  that  he  tniglit  go  to  a  dock-yard  and  work, 
It  Peter  the  Great  did.  JoilNSON.  "  Nay,  sir,  he 
need  not  work.  Peter  the  Great  had  not  the  sense 
to  see  that  the  mere  mechanical  work  may  be  done 
by  any  boily,  and  that  there  is  the  same  art  in  con- 
structing a  vessel,  whether  the  boards  are  well  or  ill 
wrought.  Sir  Christopher  Wren  might  as  well  have 
Krved  liis  time  to  a  bricklayer,  and  first,  indeed,  to  a 
brick  maker." 


•  t8cc  nioR  on  ihii  wbjcct,  f  01/,  IRih  Miudi,  l77li._ED.  1 
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Inhere  is  a  beautiful  little  island  in  the  Loch 
Dunvegan,  called  Isa.     Madcod  said,  he  would  givel 
it  to  ])r.  Johnson,  on  condition  of  hi8  ivsidiiig  on  itj 
three  months    in   the  year ;    nay  one  month.     Dr,{ 
Johnson  was  highly  amused  with  the  fancy.     I  liavi 
seen  him  please  himself  with  little  things,  evea  with 
mere  ideas  like  the  present.     Ho  talked  a  great  dealj 
of  this  island  ;  how  he  would  huild  a  houiie  there-^1 
how  he  would  fortify  it — how  he  would  have  cannoaj 
— ^how  he  would  plant — how  he  would  sally  out,  au( 
take  the  Isle  of  Muck';  and  then  he  laughed  witi 
uncommon  glee,  and  could  hardly  leave  off.     I  liavel 
seen  him  do  so  at  a  small  matter  that  struck  him, 
and  wus  a  sport  to  no  one  else*.     Mr.  Langtou  told 
luc,  that  one  night  he  did  80  while  the  company  were 
all  grave  about  him  ; — only  Garrick,  in  his  significant 
smart  manner,  darting  his  eyes  around,  exclaimed«| 
'*  f\'ry  jocose,  to  be  sure  !"    Macleod  encouraged  th< 
fancj'  of  Dr.  Johnson's  becoming  owner  of  an  island  ;| 
told  him,  that  it  was  the  practice  in  this  country  tor] 
name  every  man  by  liis  lands ;  and  begged  leave  toj 
drink  to  him  in  that  mode: "  IsUiwlIjta,  your  health  *." 
Uiinhh,  Tali4ker,MT.  M'Queen,  and  I,  all  joined  iai 
our  different  manners,  while  Dr,  Johnson  bowed  to 
each,  with  nmch  good  humour. 

We  had  good  weather,  and  a  fine  sail  this  day. 
The  shore  was  varied  with  hills,  and  rocks,  and  corn 
fields,  and  bushes,  which  are  here  dignified  with  the 
name  of  natural  woo(L  We  landed  near  the  hou»e 
of  Ferneley,  a  farm  |)osses8ed  by  another  gentlemau 
of  the  name  of  Macleod,  who,  expecting  our  arrival, 
was  waiting  on  the  shore,  with  a  horse  for  Dr.  John- 


« ISee  «»w,  p.  24Q.— En.) 

■(when  BMonapBTte  (ir»i  nurvercd  hu  new  iwrcreiftntj  of  Elbk,  he  ulkcd" 
jociiUrlj-  of  UKinff  the  Uttk  \iUn<\  of  PUnown.  So  natural  to  mankind  v«n»  Vt 
be  ihc  tknirv  of  o»ni]ucst,  tliat  it  wu  the  HrM  thought  of  the  tpccululve  me- 
nliit,  oa  well  u  of  t1i«  dethroned  usurper. — £d.  ] 


I 
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uncr, 
to  Maclcod  the  joy  whicli  I  hatl  in  seeini_ 
such  cordial  terms  with  Iiis  clan.  *'  Govt- riimeiit, " 
said  he,  "  has  deprived  us  of  our  ancient  jrower ;  but 
it  cannot  deprive  us  of  our  doniestick  satisfactions.  I 
would  rather  drink  punch  in  one  of  their  houses 
(meaning  the  houses  of  his  people),  tlian  he  enabled, 
by  their  liardships,  to  have  claret  in  my  own,"  This 
should  be  tlie  seiitinient  of  every  chieftain.  All  that 
be  can  get  by  raising  his  rents  is  mere  luxury- in  bis 
own  bouse.  Is  it  not  better  to  share  the  profits  of  his 
estate,  to  a  certain  degree,  with  his  kinsmen,  and 
thus  have  both  social  intercourse  and  patriarchal  ia- 
ttuence  ? 

We  had  a  very  good  ride,  for  about  three  miles, 
to  Talisker,  where  Colouel  Maclcod  introduced  us  to 
his  la*ly.  AVe  found  here  Mr.  Donald  M'Lean,  the 
young  Laird  of  Col  (nephew  to  Ta/hker),  to  whom 
I  delivered  the  letter  with  wliicli  I  had  been  favoured 
by  bis  uncle.  Professor  Macleod,  at  Aberdeen.  H« 
a  little  lively  young  man.  We  found  be  bad 
n  a  good  deal  in  England,  studying  farming,  and 
was  resolved  to  improve  the  value  of  bis  father's  lands, 
without  oppressing  his  tenants,  or  losing  tlie  ancient 
Highland  fashions. 

Talisker  is  a  better  place  than  one  commonly  finds 
in  Sky.  It  is  situated  in  a  rich  bottom.  Before  it 
is  a  wide  expanse  of  sea,  on  each  hand  of  which  are 
immense  rocks ;  and,  at  some  distance  in  the  sea, 
there  are  three  coUimual  rocks  rising  to  shari>  points. 
The  billows  break  with  prodigious  force  and  noise  ou 
the  coast  of  Talisker.  There  arc  here  a  good  many 
well-grown  trees.  Talisker  is  an  extensive  farm. 
The  possessor  of  it  has,  for  several  generations,  been 
the  next  heir  to  Madeody  as  there  has  bet-n  but  one 
son  always  in  that  familv.     The  court  before  the 


I 
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Tourto  house  18  most  iiijuiliciously  paved  with  the  rouni 
bluish-gray  pi'bbles  wliicb  are  fuund  upon  the  aea 
shore;  so  that  you  walk  as  if  upon  caunon-balU 
driven  into  tlie  ground. 

After  supijer,   I    talkeil   of  the  assiduity  of  th( 
Scottish  clergy,  in  visiting  nrul  privately  instructiii^J 
their  parishioners,  and  observed  how  much  in  thii 
they  excelled  the  English  clergy.    Dr.  Johnson  wou1< 
not  let  this  pass.      Me  tried  to  turn  it  off,  by  sayinj 
"  There  are  dilferent  ways  of  instructing.    Our  cler^ 
pray  and  preach."     Macleod  and  I  ])ressetl  the  sul 
ject,  upon  which  lie  grew  warm,  and  broke  forth 
"  I  do  not  believe  your  people  are  better  instructed.^ 
Jf  they  are,  it  is  the  blind  leading  the  blind  ;  for  you 
clergy  are  not  instructed  themselves."     Thinking  h< 
had  gone  a  little  too  far.  he  checked  himself,  aiu 
added.  *'  When  I  talk  of  the  ignorance  of  your  clergyJ 
1  talk  of  them  :ls  a  hcHly :    I  do  not  mean  that  there 
are  not  individuals  who  are  learned  (looking  at  Mr. 
M'Queen),     I  suppo.se  there  arc  such  among  the 
clergy  iu  Muscovy.     The  clergy  of  England  have 
pruduceil  the  most  valuable  books  in  support  of  re- 
ligion, both   in  theory  and  practice,     ^^*hat  have 
your  clergy  done,   since  you  sunk  into  presbyteri- 
anisni  ?  Can  you  name  one  book  of  any  value,  on  a 
religious  subject,  written  by  them  ?"    We  were  silent. 
"  I  '11  help  you.     Forbes  wrote  very  well ;  but  I  be- 
lieve he  wrote  before  episcopacy  was   quite  extin- 
guished."    And  then  ]jausing  a  little,  he  said,  "  Ves. 
you  have  >Vishart  against  Kepentauce\"     Bos- 

*  T1)U  WAS  n  dMtcfou*  mode  of  ioicnptioa,  for  iht  pprjnw  of  his  v^Kuinent ; 
fot  whii  br  alluitnl  to  wv,  >  hirmion  pubUalial  by  the  learned  Pr.  XrUlUn'. 
U'ikIivI,  I'oniicrl}-  principal  ot  llie  trollcsc  at  lidinbu?j;h,  tu  «i«m  lucn  o^imt 
oon6(ling  <»  *  tlmthlrd  rtpMituicv,  nf  thr  iiwfDcncf  at  wliich  lir  rnlcilainni  no> 
tlonstvrjf  dlff'erfntjhrm  lAotf  I'J  Dr.  J.Jiuttni, — HosweI.L.  (Mr.  BfuwcU  KBim 
hnr  U>  have  been  bemycd  by  ihv  pcrsoniJ  or  nrttional  offcr.o;  which  he  took  at 
Itt-  Johntaa'*  itrprccinuoii  ol'  tlw  Sr»iti«l)  ctrrgy.  inli)  ntakinff  on  uprbsriiBhlc 
and.  a*  it  would  »e«ni.  UDroutuledcharitcon  hingrcM  rmri<l'<ttvllg)ou)i  tcncca.  It 
dgn  iiol — thai  the  Kdilor  ia  awaic  o(. — appeal   llui  Johnaon  cret  cx[>rMMd 


WELi,.  "  But,  Sir,  we  are  not  contending  for  tlie  Tour  u 
superior  learning  of  our  cler^n-,  unt  for  tlifir  superior 
assiduity.*'  lie  Iwre  us  down  a^iii,  with  tliuiidering 
against  their  ignoranre»  and  said  to  ine,  "  I  see  you 
haie  not  been  well  taught ;  for  you  have  not  oliarity.** 
tie  had  been  in  some  measure  forced  into  this  warinlh, 
by  tlie  exulting  air  which  I  assumed  ;  for,  when  he 
began,  he  said, "  Since  you  wUl  drive  the  nail !"  He 
again  thought  of  good  Mr.  M'Queen,  and,  taking 
hiiu  by  the  hand,  said,  **  Sir,  I  did  not  mean  auy 
disrespect  to  you." 

Here  I  must  observe,  that  he  conquered  by  de- 
serting his  ground,  and  not  meeting  the  argument 
as  1  bad  put  it.  The  assiduity  of  the  Scottish  clergy 
is  certainly  gn-ater  than  that  of  the  English.  His 
taking  up  the  topick  of  tlieir  not  having  so  much 
learning,  was,  though  ingenious,  yet  a  fallacy  in 
logick.  It  was  as  if  tliere  should  t)e  a  dispute  whe- 
ther a  man's  hair  is  well  dressed,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
should  say,  "Sir,  his  Iiair  cannot  be  well  dressed; 
for  he  has  a  dirty  shirt.  No  man  who  has  not  clean 
linen  has  his  hair  well  dressed."  When  some  days 
afterwards  he  read  this  passage,  he  said,  **  No,  air  i  I 
did  not  say  that  a  man's  hair  could  not  be  well  dressed 
because  he  has  not  clean  linen,  but  because  lie  is 
bgUd." 

He  used  one  argument  against  the  Scottish  clergy 
luring  learned,  which  I  doubt  was  not  good.  "  As 
we  believe  a  man  dead  till  we  know  that  he  is  alive; 
so  we  believe  men  ignorant  till  we  know  that  they 
are  learned."  Now  our  maxim  in  law  is,  to  presume 
a  man  alive,  till  we  know  he  is  dead.     However, 


nj  GDnfidcflcc  tn  %  Acnthhrd  irpnttnter:  on  the  mTitrnnr,  his  whole  life  wu  ■ 
•jmmdml  cantndidinn  nf  his  uiilcftainin^  mj  luch  bdUf-  His  Prui/rrt  amd 
nMMlfwr  frfiite  «uch  lui  iiiiiiiiutiMii  in  rvny  {Mge ;  and.  in  bis  ConvcrMtiomi, 
,  UniMlf  ncordft,  tn  numbtrkn  liutucn,  ui  nbMtiMUtg  oppotiU  opinion. 
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Tautio  indeed,  it  may  be  answered,  tbat  we  imist  first  knoW] 
he  has  lived ;  and  that  we  have  never  known  thel 
learning  of  the  Scottish  clergy.  Mr.  M 'Queen,! 
though  he  was  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  de- 
serted the  point  really  i"  dispute,  was  mucli  pleased 
with  what  he  said,  and  owned  to  nie,  he  thuu(;hi  it 
very  just;  and  Mrs.  Macleodwas  so  much  captivated 
by  his  elo((uence.  that  she  told  me,  "  I  was  n  good] 
advocate  for  a  bad  ca\ise." 

Fr'niay^  ^\th  Septnnhfr. — Tliis  was  a  good  day.j 
Dr.  Johnson  told  us,  at  breakfast,  that  ho  rode  harder] 
at  a  fox  chase  than  any  body '.     "  The  English,"  ^aidj 
he,  "  are  the  only  nation   who  ride  hard  a-huntiiij:^. 
A  Freucliuian  goes  out  upon  a  managed  horse»  audi 
capers  in  the  field,  and  no  more  thinks  of  leaping  a 
hedge"  than  of  mounting  a  breach.     Lord  Powers- 
court^  laid  a  wager,  in  France,  tbat  he  would  ride  9' 
great  many   miles    in   a   certain    short    time.     Thej 
French  academicians  set  to  work,  and  calculated  that, 
from  the  resistance  of  the  air,   it  was  impossible.) 
]Iis  lordship,  however,  performed  it." 

Our  money  IxMug  uea.rly  exliausted,  we  sent  a  bilt] 
for  thirty  pounds,  drawn  on  Sir  William  Forbes  andj 
Co.,  to  Lochbraccadale,  hut  our  messenger  found  itj 
very  difficult  to  prtK-ure  cash  for  it ;  at  length,  how- 
ever, he  got  us  value  from  the  master  of  a  vessel! 
which  was  to  carry  away  some  emigrants.  There  \%> 
a  great  scarcity  of  sptn-ic  in  Sky*.  Mr.  M'Queen 
said  he  had  the  utmost  difficulty  to  pay  his  servauta*^ 

•  [This  annus,  a^ln.  to  nippon  the  idn  llwl  Johnton,  Kt  one  period  of  bi 
life.  htintcH  />af'ttujJli/ — Sec  autr,  ml.  i,  p.  SIS En.J 

'  [  Uecauic,  iii  the  grraur  put  of  Knnci',  Ovok  we  tw  bedg.'s ;  nor  do  tbqr  1 
hum,  to  ilic  »rn»c — in  which  we  luc  that  wotd — of  nr'inriif  doa-n  the  unnaL- 
Ed.J 

>  (Probiilily  RicharJ  fl'inglM-lil,  thifd  vit^unl  of  (he  liBt  crwlion,  bom 
1730.  iHiccewled  bi»  brother  in  IJCI,  uid  died  in  l7att.^Ei».l 

«  [This  K»dcy  of  amh  Mill  ciliiU  an  Oic  i«Uod»,  in  %c\cn.i  of  which  fivi 
kbilling  note*  ttiv  nccTMaril}-  luucd  to  have  wmc  drculaiing  ntt-diuni.  IffO). 
iniixt  on  having  cbaxiftc,  you  mtul  piirchate  toiuctliing  al  a  Bhop.,^>t'«LTEl 
SCOTI.) 
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"wages,  or  to  pay  for  any  little  thing  wincli  he  has  to  T....ri« 
buy.  The  rents  are  paid  in  bills,  which  the  drovers  "^'"■'*'' 
give.  The  jwople  consume  a  vast  deal  of  snulf  and 
tobacco,  for  wliich  they  must  pay  ready  money  ;  and 
pedlars,  who  come  about  selling  goods,  as  there  is  not 
a  shop  in  the  island,  carry  away  the  cash.  If  there 
were  encouragement  given  to  fisheries  and  manufac- 
tures, there  might  be  a  circulation  of  money  intro- 
duced. I  got  oiie-and-twenty  shillings  in  silver  at 
Portree,  which  was  thought  a  wonderful  store. 

Taiiitker^  Mr.  M'Queen,  and  I,  walked  out,  and 
looked  at  no  less  than  fifteen  different  waterfalls  near 
the  house,  in  the  space  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
^\'e  also  saw  Cuchillin's  well,  said  to  have  been  the 
favourite  spring  of  that  ancient  hero.  I  drank  of  it. 
The  water  is  adininible.  On  the  shore  are  many 
stones  full  of  crystallizations  in  the  heart. 

Though  our  obliging  friend,  Mr.  M'Lean,  was  but 
the  young  laird,  he  had  the  title  of  Col  constantly 
given  him.  After  dinner  lie  and  I  walk«l  to  the  top 
of  Prieshwell,  a  very  high  rocky  hill,  from  whence 
there  is  a  view  of  Barra — the  Long  Island  ' — Berneni 
— the  Loch  of  Dunvegan — part  of  Riun — part  of 
Rasay,  and  a  vast  deal  of  the  Isle  of  Sky.  Co/,  though 
he  had  come  into  Sky  with  an  intention  to  be  at 
Dunvt^an,  and  pass  a  considerable  time  in  the  island, 
most  j>olitely  resolved  first  to  conduct  us  to  Mull,  and 
then  to  return  to  Sky.  This  was  a  very  fortunate 
circumstance;  for  he  planned  an  ex{H?dition  for  us 
of  more  variety  than  merely  going  to  Mull.  He  pro- 
posed we  should  sec  the  islands  of  Egg,  Muck,  Col, 
and  Tyr-yi.  In  all  these  islands  he  could  show  us 
every  thing  worth  seeing ;  and  in  Mull  he  said  he 
should  be  as  if  at  home,  his  father  having  lands  there, 
and  he  at  a  fann. 


>  tA  Mrin  of  uUndi;  the  two  UisU,  Benbecu]*.  and  wme  othrra,  mt  called 
by  tbc  gencTkl  twme  oi  Long  ItUt»A.~V-rt.\ 
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Dr.  Joliiison  did  not  talk  iiitieh  to-day,  but  seamed 
intent  in  listening  to  the  schemes  of  future  excursion, 
planned  hy  Col.     Dr.  Birch,  however,  being  men*; 
tioned,  he  said,  lie  had  more  anecdotes  than  any  man. 
I  said,  I'ercj'  had  a  great  many  ;  that  he  flowed  uith' 
them  like  one  of  the  brooks  here.     Johnson.  "  J£] 
Percy  is  like  one  of  the  brooks  here.  Birch  was  like! 
the  river  Thames.     Birch  excelled  Percy  in  that, 
much  as  Percy  excels  Goldsmith."   I  mentioned  Lordi 
Ilailes  as  a  man  of  anecdote.     He  was  not  pleased' 
with  him,  for  publishing  only  such  memorials  and] 
letters  as  were  unfavourable  for  the  Stuart   familv.! 
"If,"  said  he,  "a  man  fairly  wanis  yon,  *I  am  to' 
give  all  the  ill— do  you  find  the  good,*  he  may  ;  but^ 
if  the  object  which  he  professes  be  to  give  a  view  ol 
a  reign,  let  hiiti  tell  all  the  truth.    I  would  tell  trnth 
of  the  two  Georges,  or  of  that  scoundrel,  KingWilliam, 
Granger's  "  Biographical  History"  is  full  of  curious 
anecdote,  but  might  have  been  better  done.     TIm 
dog  is  a  whig,      f  do  not  like  nuich  to  see  a  whig  in^ 
any  dress;  but  I  liatc  to  see  a  whig  iti  a  parson's] 
gown." 

'Saturthij,  ^5fh  September. — It  was  resolved  that 
we  should  set  out.  in  order  to  return  to  Shite,  to  be 
in  readiness  to  take  boat  whenever  there  should  be  a 
fair  wind.  Dr.  Johnson  remained  in  his  chamber 
writing  a  letter,  and  it  was  long  Iwfore  we  could  get 
him  into  motion.  He  did  not  come  to  breakfast,  but 
had  it  sent  to  him.  When  he  had  finished  his  letter, 
it  was  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  should  have  set  out  at' 
ten.  When  I  went  up  to  him,  he  said  to  me,  "  Do 
you  lemember  a  song  which  begins', 

•  [Tlu  tonghrgimM 

"■WdciiUM-,  Wflromt.  hrotliw  dcblw. 
To  ihi»  pnoi  bui  vaary  pUce." 
The  itftrua  qiuud  by  JohiMon  la  tht  uxtfa.   Sn 


-Ed.) 
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'  Evirf  uUnd  »  i  priMB 

Stnm|{]]r  guarded  by  the  sr* ; 

Kbig«  and  prliicai,  for  that  rcMon, 

PrbobKni  arc,  as  wttl  m  we  f '  " 

[I  suppose  lie  liad  been  thinking  of  our  confined  situ- 
ition.  He  would  fain  have  got  in  a  boat  from  hence, 

[instead  of  ridings  back  to  Slate.  A  scheme  for  it  was 
>roposed.     He  said,  "We'll  not  be  driven  tamely 

\£rom  it :"  but  it  proved  impracticable. 

We  tofjk leave  of  Macleod  and  Taliaker^xoux  whom 

we  parted  with  regret.      Taliski'r,  having  been  bred 

I  to  physick,  had  n  tincture  of  Kcliolars!iip  in  his  con- 
versation, which  pleased  Dr.  Johnson,  and  lie  had 
some  very  good  books ;  and  being  a  colonel  iu  the 
Dutch  service,  he  and  his  lady,  in  consequence  of 
having  livefl  abroad,  had  introduced  the  ease  and 
politeness  of  the  continent  into  this  rude  region. 

Young  Col  was  now  our  leader.  Mr.  M'Qucen 
[was  to  accompany  us  half  a  day  more.  We  slop|wd 
ttt  a  little  hut,  where  we  saw  an  old  woman  grinding 
with  the  quern,  the  ancient  Highland  instrument. 
whidi  it  is  said  was  used  by  Ihe  Romans ;  but  which, 
being  very  slow  in  its  oi>eration,  is  almost  entirely 
gaue  into  disuse. 

\  The  walls  of  the  cottages  in  Sky,  instead  of  being 
one  compacted  mass  of  stones,  are  often  formed  by 
two  exterior  surfaces  of  stone,  filletl  uj)  with  earth  Jn 
the  middle,  whicli  makes  them  very  warm.  The 
roof  is  generally  bad.  They  are  thatched,  sometimes 
with  straw,  sometimes  witli  heath,  sometimes  with 
fern.  Tlie  thatch  is  secured  by  ro|>es  of  straw,  or  of 
heath  ;  and,  to  fix  the  ropes,  there  is  a  stone  ti^to 
the  end  of  each.  These  stones  hang  round  the  bottom 
of  the  roof,  and  make  it  look  like  a  lady^s  hair  in 
[>a|>ers;  but  I  should  think  that,  when  there  is  wind, 
they  would  come  down,  and  knock  people  nn  the 
head. 

vol..  II.  T  I 
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We  dine<l  at  tlie  inn  at  Sconser,  where  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  a  letter  from  my  wife.     Here  we 
parted    from   oiir   learned  companion,   Mr.  Donald. 
McQueen.      Dr.  Johnson   took   leave  of  him  vei 
affectionately,  saying,  "Dear  sir,  do  not  forget  melj 
We  settled,  that  he  should  write  an  account  of  the' 
Isle  of  Sky,  which  Dr.  Johnson  promised  to  revise. 
He  said,  Mr.  M'Queen  should  tell  all  that  he  could; 
distinguishing  what  he  himself  knew,  what  was  ti 
ditioual,  and  what  conjectural. 

We  sent  our  horses  round  a  point  of  land,  that 
might  shun  some  very  had  road ;  and  resolved  to  go 
forward  by  sen.  It  was  seven  o*clock  when  we  got 
into  our  boat.  Wa  had  many  showers,  and  it  soon 
grew  pretty  dark.  Dr.  Johnson  sat  silent  and  pn^ 
tient  Once  he  said,  as  he  looked  on  the  black  coa«|H 
of  Sky, — black,  as  being  composed  of  rocks  seen  in 
the  dusk, — "  This  is  very  solemn."  Our  boatmen 
were  rude  singers,  and  seemed  so  like  wild  Indians,, 
that  a  very  little  imagination  was  necessary  to  gii 
one  an  impression  of  Ijeiiig  upon  an  American  rivi 
We  landed  at  Strolimus,  from  whence  we  got  a  guid< 
to  walk  before  us,  for  two  miles,  to  Corrichalachii 
Not  being  able  to  procure  a  horse  for  our  baggage, 
took  one  i>ortmanteau  before  me,  and  Joseph  another^ 
We  had  but  a  single  star  to  light  us  on  our  way.  It' 
was  about  eleveii  when  we  arrived.  We  were  most 
hospitably  received  by  the  master  and  mistres.s,  who 
were  just  going  to  bed,  but,  with  unaffected  ready 
kindness,  made  a  good  fire,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  a^^ 
night  had  supper  on  the  table.  ^M 

James  Macdonnld,  of  Knockow,  Khtgxhiirgh\  bra-     | 
ther,  whom  we  had  seen  at  Kingsburgh,  was  there. 
He  showed  me  a  bond  granted  by  the  late  Sir  James 
Macdonald,   to    old  KiugJiburgh^  'the   preamble 
which  does  so  much  honour  to  the  feelings  of  tl 
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much-lamented  gentleman,  that  I  thought  it  worth  JJ^j^Vl" 
transmhiiip.      It  wax  as  follows: 

"  J,  Sir  James  Macdonald,  of  Alacdonald,  baronet, 
now,  after  arriving  at  my  perfect  age,  from  the 
fnendship  I  bear  to  Alexander  Macdonnld,  of  Kings- 
burgh,  and  in  return  fur  the  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices done  and  performed  by  him  to  my  deceased 
father,  and  to  myself  during  my  minority,  when  he 

I  was  one  of  my  tutors  and  curators;  being  resolved, 
now  that  the  said  Alexander  Macdonald  is  advanced 
in  years,  to  contribute  my  endeavours  for  making  his 
old  age  placid  and  comfortable," — therefore  he  grants 

I  him  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds  sterling'. 

Dr.  Johnson  went  to  bed  soon.  ^VHieii  one  bowl 
of  punch  was  finished,  1  rose,  and  w;i.s  near  the  door, 
in  my  way  up  stairs  to  bed ;  but  Corrichafacfiht 

I  said  it  was  the  first  time  Co/ had  been  in  his  house, 
and  he  should  have  his  bowl ; — and  would  not  I  join 
iu  drinking  it?  The  heartiness  of  my  honest  land- 
tord,  and  the  desire  of  doing  social  honour  to  our 
very  obliging  conductor,  induced  me  to  sit  down 
again.  Cu/'s  bowl  was  finished  ;  and  by  tliat  time 
we  were  well  warmed.  A  third  bowl  was  soon  made, 
and  tljat  too  was  finished.  We  were  cordial,  and 
merry  to  a  high  degree;  but  of  what  passed  I  have 
so  recollection,  with  any  accuracy.  I  remember 
calling  Corrichatachhi  by  the  familiar  appellation  of 
Corri,  which  his  friends  do.     A  fourth  howl  was 

tpiade.  hy  which  time  Col,  and  young  M*Kinnon, 

*  Corrichat<tchin'»  son,  slij)|>cd  away  to  bed.  I  con- 
tiiiue<l  a  little  with  Corri  and  Knockoiv ;  but  at  last 
I  left  them.  It  was  near  five  in  the  morning  when 
I  got  to  hvd. 

Sufidaify  26M  September. — I  awaited  at  noon,  witli 

(T*--    '■'<•  U  <rcU  enough,  but  one  b  iaclined  (a  «jf.  "O  Ume  and 

OQ  !"     It  furel)-  wis  A  paltry  nam  for  titcb  ui  occuton,  md 

Its 
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T«u  lo  a  severe  headache.     1  was  inufli  vexed  that  I  shoul 
have  been  guilty  of  such  a  riot,  and  afraid  of  a 
proof  from  Dr.  Johnson.     1  thouglit  it  very  iuconrj 
sistent  with  that  conduct  wlilch  I  ought  to  niaint^ii 
while  the  companion  of  the  Rambler,     About  oni 
he  came  into  my  room,  and  accosted  rae.  '*  Whal 
drunk  yet  ?**     His  tone  of  voice  was  not  tliat  of  sevei 
upbraiding ;  so  I  was  relieved  a  little.     "  Sir  (sail 
1),  they  kept  me  up."     He  answered,  "  No.  you  kej 
thwn   up,   you  drunken  dog."     This  he  said  wit! 
good-humoured  Knglisli  jjlwisantry.  Soon  afterwartU 
Corrichaiachin,  Col^  and   other   friends,  assembh 
round  my  bed.     Corri  had  a  brandy-hottle  and  gh 
with  him,  and  insisted  I  should  take  a  dram.     "  Ai 
(said  Dr.  Johnson)^  fill  him  drunk  again.     Do  it  ii 
the  morning,  that  we  may  laugh  at  him  all  day.     X\ 
is  a  poor  thing  for  a  fidlow  to  get  drunk  at  iiighl 
and  sculk  to  bed,  and  let  his  frieuds  have  no  sjiort.* 
Finding  him  thus  jocular,  I  became  quite  easy :  an 
when   I   otTcred   to  gt't   up,  he  very  good-naturedl] 
said,  "  You  need  \k  in  no  such  hurry  now '."'     1  tool 
uiy  host's  advice,  nnd  drank  some  brandy*  which 
found  an  effectual  cure  for  my  headache.     When 
rose,  I  went  into  Dr.  Johnsoirs  room,  and  taking  up 
Mrs.  M'Kinuon's  Prayer-hook,   I  opened  it  at  the 
twentieth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  iu  the  epistle  for 
which  I  read,  *' And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein 

■  Mf  ingoniioukly  relating  this  oocuioruJ  imtance  of  bitempctanec  hw  I  Rim) 
been  tiuwle  the  nubjMt  bnib  at  »«tiou*  criliciMii  and  ludintMia  bkiiter.  With  Uw 
bKntanm  I  hlwli  noi  iroubli-  mrncK,  but  I  womlrr  ihsc  those  whu  prrti-T>d  in  the 
•ppdUUun  oriicrioiif  critickj  RDould  Dol  hare  had  la^city  aKHigh  to  perccivi: 
inal  here.  a#  in  enxry  mhvr  part  of  the  praenl  wiirk,  my  pnndjial  nltjvct  waa  to 
ddirraU-  Tit.  Jiihn»an'N  manncn  and  chorucitT.  In  justk-L*  la  hbii  I  iriNiU  net 
ouilt  AM  Bnccdoie,  vtiich.  though  in  •oirr  d.-;;rfe  lo  uiy  own  duadvsniajte.  rx- 
blhil*  tn  M>  atroO)(  a  liahc  thcu;<lul>:i-iiri.-  lunl  K(icNlhuii>i>ut  with  which  hcroaU 
trrnl  ih-nc  riccnva  in  ni«  fricm!«,  of  which  li«  hif;i)I}'  dl-okpiiruTeil. 

In  some  Other  imtancen,  the  criiiclcH  have  been  equally  wrnof;  aa  to  dw  true 
Diniivt  (if  nty  ucoidirkg  pAitiCLlam,  the  ubjictimiN  ta  wliith  \  uv  bs  clearly  as 
ihry.  But  it  wmild  lie  an  cndlcw  tB!.k  for  an  authour  to  point  out  lipoti  ctc»T 
occftHon  the  prtKue  object  he  hu  in  view.  Conientiiift  bunwlf  with  tbi:  ^pro- 
bation of  toauent  irf'  (Ituceniiomt  aitd  tantc,  he  twghi  rnt  lo  niinpUin  ihil  Mtne 
uv  fbmid  who  eauiHrt  oc  will  noi  iiodentMld  him. — Bvdwem.. 
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there  is  exctrss."     Somt:  wotilil  have  taken  this  as  a 
divine  interposition. 

Mrs.  M*Kinnon  told  us  at  dinner,  that  old  Kings- 
httrfrft,  lier  father,  was  examined  at  Mugstot,  by 
General  Campbell ',  as  to  the  jiartieulars  of  the  dress 
of  the  person  who  had  come  to  his  honse  in  woman's 
tlothes,aloMg\vith  Miss  Flora  M'Donald;  as  the  g^eneral 
had  received  intelligence  of  that  disguise.  The  par- 
ticulars were  taken  down  in  writing,  that  it  might  be 
i>eeii  how  far  they  agreed  with  the  dress  of  the  Iriak 
^r/  who  went  «itii  Miss  Flora  from  the  Long  Island. 
Kmg^mrgh,  she  said,  had  but  one  song,  which  he 
always  sung  when  he  was  merry  over  a  glass.  She 
dictated  the  words  to  me,  which  are  foolish  enough : 

'*  Grcm  alrrvn  and  pudJiDg  ptis, 
Tdl  mc  wltm  mjr  niiitiraa  Ucs, 
And  [  'U  be  with  her  bcfvie  obe  riie. 
Fiddle  and  aw'  u^tfaer. 

'*  May  our  aflain  abroad  vunrcd, 

.\nd  may  o«ir  king  ot>iiic  home  with  tpccd. 
And  all  pKt^Ddirrs  &hnke  fm  dnwl, 
And  tct  hit  bealtli  go  roaiuL 

**  To  all  <Hkr  injured  friends  In  Divd, 
Tliia  Hide  and  beyanA  iJie  Twvvd  !— 
Lei  all  pnundcr*  ittakc  for  dickd. 
And  Id  hia  hfiUllt  go  round. 

Unco  iltx-vo) ',"  Ac. 

^Vhile  the  examination  was  going  ou,  the  present 

TaiUker^  who  was  there  as  one  of  Macleoil's  militia\ 

.ruulil  imt  resist  the  pleasantry  of  asking  Kiugshurgh^ 

[in  allusion  to  his  only  song, "  Had  ^\\egreen  sleeves?" 

[Kin^xburgh  gave  him  no  answer.     Lady  Margaret 

'  [OoMTal  raiiiplM.-ll,  it  Mtntiti,  «■•  accwnpuiied  hj  Captain  FrrguMwinv,  at 
:  ymrmacf,  pan  of  whoae  iJiare  fo  ibia  examination  wc  have  alr^dj  »em, 
,|K  4111.— Kn.] 

'i*4ir€Km  titnttM,"  howtrer,  !->  a  Mwig,  a  grtnt  i\cA  older  than  llir  RcTiilulion. 
Mrilion  and  vonb  no  mote  ^hen;  anil  keep  pace  tofcthcr,  i)uin  ihe 
i  ptaln  and  itic  tunc  of  Grcri*  «ir.i'.-<,"  )uy»  Mri.  Fard,  to  thi:  Merrg 
'  ^  WimdM<r.—  Kn.\ 

IjMieod  and  .Macdonald,  after  loow  lieaiution,  which  the  Jaoobliei  calkd 
1^,  took  part  niili  ihr  IlAnivcrian  mniurrli,  Aiid  arrarcd  ihcii  claftf  on 
;.  Tit/Uirr,  viho  coinniAmled  a  boily  of  Maclcocl"'.  people,  •ccm»  In 
Iutv  been  the  mtmxi  who  aclu^lly  oncatcJ  Flora  .MacdoitaM.  ( AKtuiiui.j  Jtut 
h*  pntbaldy  did  k>,  in  prevent  h^-r  fallin{t  inf>  ruder  hatidi  ^-Kd.  | 
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|Tourto  M*Donald'  was  very  angry  at  Talisfcer  for  joking  oi 
such  u  serious  occasion,  as  Kingsbur^h  was  really  iai 
danger  uf  his  life.     Mrs.  M'Kinnun  added,  that  Lady  J 
Margaret  was  quite  adored  iu  Sky.     Tliat  wlien  shC'^ 
travelled  through  the  island,  the  people  ran  iu  crowd) 
hefore  her,  and  took  the  stones  off  the  road,  lest  hei 
horse  should  stumble  and  she  be  hart°.    Her  husbanf 
Sir  Alexander,  is  also  reniembered  with  great  regard.^ 
Wc  were  told  that  every  week  a  hogshead  of  clart 
yaj)  drunk  at  Itls  table. 

This  was  another  d.iy  of  wind  and  rain  ;  but 
iJieer  and  good  society  lielped  to  beguile  the  tiuii 
I  felt  myself  comfortable  enough  in  the  afternoon,^ 
I  then  thought  that  my  last  night's  not  was  no  moi 
than  such  a  social  excess  as  may  happen  without 
much  moral  blame ;  and  recollected  that  some  phyJ 
sicians  maintained,  that  a  fever  jtroiluceil  by  it  was^J 
upon  the  whole,  good  for  liealth :  so  different  are  our] 
reflections  on  the  same  subject,  at  different  periods  ;j 
and  such  the  excuses  with  which  we  palliate  wba( 
we  know  to  l>e  wrong. 

jMomUnj,  'Z'^th  Septemher. — Mr.  Donald  Macleod^j 
our  original  guide.  «-lm  liad  parted  (rom  us  at  Dun- 
vegan,  joined  us  again  to-day.  The  weather  was 
still  .so  bad  that  ue  could  not  travel.  I  found  a 
closet  here,  with  a  good  many  books,  beside  those 
that  were  lying  about.  Dr.  Johnson  told  me,  he 
found  a  library  in  bis  room  at  Talisker ;  and  observed, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  remarkable  things  of  Sky,  thal^ 
there  were  so  many  books  in  it. 

Though  we  h.id  here  great  abundance  of  provisioui 
it  is  remarkable  that  Corrichafachin  has  literally  n< 
garden :  not  even  a  turnip,  a  carrot,  or  a  cabbage.] 
After  dinner,  we  talked  of  the  crooked  spade  used  ii 

■  |Lody  .MaTHitrtt  wiu  tlic  lUuglitrr  of  ihc  ninth  I^ir)  of  EKlinloon,  and  die 
in  Much,  17fl!».— Kk.J 

*  [Jr'hDwiii  iiuuU-  »  ctftnnlimtri  on  thU  subject  \a  r««dy  M.  Slacdouald,  wliii 
li«  ■fitrwmrtl*  met  Iicr,  at  (linner,  in  tendon.     Sec  8lh  April,  1770.— Li>.l 
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Sky.  already  descril)e{],  and  tliey  maintained  that  it  Tuut  to 
^^•as   better  than  the  usual  garden-spade,  and  lliat 
there  was  an  art  in  tossing  it,  by  which  those  who 
were  acciistonied  to  it  could  work  very  easily  with  it. 
**  Nay,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  '*  it  may  be  useful  in  land 
where  there  are  many  stones  to  raise;  but  it  certainly 
is  not  a  good  itistrunient  for  digging  good  land.     A 
man  may  toss  it,  to  be  sure ;  but  he  will  toss  a  light 
spade  much  better:  its  weight  makes  it  an  incum- 
brance.     A  man  may  dig  any  land  with  it ;  but  he 
H     has  no  occasion  for  such  a  weight  in  digging  go5d 
H    laad.     Vou  may  take  a  lield-pieec  to  shoot  sparrows ; 
H     but  all  the  s|>arrows  you  can  bring  home  will  not  be 
^^«vortli  the  charge."     lie  was  quite  social  and  easy 
^^^Bnongst  them  ;  and,  though  he  drank  no  fermented 
liquor,  toasted  Higblaud  beauties  with  great  readi- 
ness.    His  conviviality  engaged  them  so  much,  that 
they  seemed  eager  to  show  their  attention  to  him, 
■    and  vied  with  each  other  in  crying  out,  with  a  strong 
C«ltiek    pronunciation,    "  Toctor    Slionson,    Toctor 

■  Shonsoii,  your  health  !" 
This  evening  one  of  our  married  ladies,  a  lively, 
pretty  little  woman,  good-humouredly  sat  down  upon 
Dr.  Johnson's  knee,  and,  being  encouraged  by  some 
of  tlie  company,  put  her  hands  round  bis  neck,  and 
kissed  him.  '*  Uo  it  again,"  said  he,  *'  and  let  us 
see  who  will  tire  first."  He  kept  her  on  bis  knee 
some  time,  white  he  and  she  drank  tea.  He  was 
DOW  like  a  buck  indeed.  All  the  company  were 
much  entertainetl  to  fmd  him  su  easy  and  pleasant. 
H  To  vae  it  was  highly  comick,  to  see  the  grave  philoso- 
pher— the  Rambler — toying  with  a  Highland  beauty ! 
But  what  couhi  he  do?  He  must  have  been  surly, 
and  weak  too,  had  he  not  behaved  as  he  did.  He 
would  have  been  laughed  at,  and  not  more  respected, 
though  less  loved. 
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He  read  to-night  to  liimself,  as  \iv  sat  in  company, 
a  great  deal  of  my  Journal,  and  said  to  me,  **  The 
more  I  read  of  this,  I  think  the  more  highly  of  ycni '." 
The  gentlemen  sat  a  long  time  at  their  punch,  after 
he  and  I  had  retired  to  oxir  chambers.  The  manner 
in  which  they  were  attendinl  Ktnick  me  as  siiigidar. 
I'he  bell  Ijeing  broken,  a  smart  lad  lay  on  a  table  in 
the  comer  of  the  room,  ready  to  spring  up  and  bnng 
the  kettle,  whenever  it  was  wanted.  They  continued 
drinking,  and  Kinging  Kr.se  songs,  till  near  five  in 
tile  nioming,  when  they  all  came  into  my  room, 
where  some  of  them  bad  beds.  I'nluckily  for  mc, 
they  found  a  Iwttle  of  punch  in  :i  corner,  which  they 
dntnk:  and  Corrkhatachin  went  for  another,  whicii 
tliey  also  drank.  They  made  many  apologies  for 
disturbing  me.  I  told  them,  that,  having  been  kept 
awakeby  their  mirth,  I  had  once  thoughts  ofgetting  up 
and  joining  them  again.  Honest  Corrichutnchin  said, 
"  To  have  had  you  done  so,  I  would  have  given  a  cow." 

Tncxdaij,  2^th  Septt'ttihcr, — The  weather  was 
worse  than  yesterday.  I  felt  as  if  imprisoned.  Dr. 
Johnson  siud,  it  was  irksome  to  be  detained  thus : 
yet  he  seemed  to  have  less  nneiu^iness,  or  more 
patience,  than  I  had.  \A'hnt  made  our  situation 
worse  here  was,  that  we  had  nu  rooms  tliat  we  could 
command  ;  for  the  good  people  had  no  notion  that  a 
man  could  have  any  occasion  but  for  a  mere  sleeping- 
place;  so,  during  the  day,  the  iH-d-chambers  were 
connnon  to  all  the  house.  Servants  eat  in  Dr. 
Jobnsoirs.  and  mine  was  a  kind  of  general  rendezvous 
of  all  under  the  roof,  cliildrcu  and  dogs  not  excepted. 
As  the  gentlemen  occupied  the  j>orlour,  the  ladies  hatJ 
no  place  to  sit  in,  during  the  day,  but  Dr.  Johnsou^s 
room.  I  had  always  some  quiet  time  for  writing  in 
if,  before  he  xvas  up;  and,  by  degrees,  I  accustomed 

•  (Of  y»«.'— Ed,] 
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the  ladies  to  let  me  sit  in  it  after  breakfast,  at  my  ''""'"  ^ 

r  .         .  1  ...  Hebnd. 

Joiirnnl,  untnout  miiuling  ine. 

Dr.  JuhtiKuu  WHH  this  morning'  for  going  to  see  as 
many  islands  as  we  could,  not  recollecting  the  un- 
certainty of  the  season,  which  might  detain  ns  in  one 
place  for  many  ueeks.  He  said  to  nie,  "  I  have 
more  the  spirit  of  adventure  than  you."  For  my 
part,  I  was  anxious  to  get  to  Mull,  from  whence  we 
might  almost  any  day  reach  the  main  land. 

Dr.  Johnson  mentioned,  that  the  few  ancient  Irish 
^ntlemen  yet  remaining  have  the  highest  pride  of 
family ;  that  Mr.  Sandford,  a  friend  of  his,  whose 
mother  was  Irish,  told  Iiiitt,  tliat  O'Hara  (who  was 
true  Irish,  both  by  father  and  mother)  and  he,  and 
Mr.  Ponsonby,  son  to  the  Earl  of  Besborough,  the 
^ifatest  man  of  the  three,  but  of  an  English  family, 
went  to  see  one  of  those  ancient  Irish,  and  that  he 
distinguished  them  thus:  "  O'Hara,  you  are  welcome ! 
Mr.  Sandford,  your  mother's  son  is  welcome !  Mr. 
Fonsonby.  you  may  sit  down !" 

He  talked  both  of  threshing  and  thatching.  He 
said  it  was  very  diflicult  to  determine  how  to  agree 
with  a  thresher.  *'  If  yoit  pay  him  by  the  day's 
wages,  he  will  thresh  no  more  than  he  pleases: 
though,  to  ix;  sure,  the  net^ligence  of  a  thresher  is 
more  easily  detected  tlian  that  of  most  labourers, 
because  he  must  always  make  a  sound  while  he  works. 
If  you  pay  him  by  the  piece,  by  the  quantity  of 
grain  which  he  pro<luces,  he  will  thresh  only  while 
the  grain  comes  freely,  and,  though  he  leaves  a  good 
deal  in  the  car,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  thresh  the 
fltraw  over  again;  nor  can  you  fix  him  to  do  it  suf- 
ficiently, because  it  is  so  difficult  to  prove  how  nuich 
less  a  man  threshes  than  he  ought  to  do.  Here 
tlien  is  a  dilemnm :  hut,  for  my  part,  I  would  en- 
gage him  by  the   day ;   I  would    rather   trust   his 


490 


1773.— .BTAT.  64, 


Tourw  idleness  than  his  fraud."     He  said,  a  roof  thatched' 

llcbrid. 

with  Lincolnshire  reeds  would  last  seventy  years,  as! 

he  was  iufornted  when  in  that  county ;  and  that  he  told 

this  iu  London  to  a  great  thateher,  who  said,  he  believed ; 

it  might  be  true.    Such  are  the  pains  that  Dr.  Johnsoa- 

takcH  to  get  tlie  best  information  on  every  subject. 

lie  proccedeti:  "It  is  difficult  for  a  fanner  in 
England  to  find  day-Iabourcrs,  because  the  lowest 
manufacturers  can  always  get  more  than  a  day- 
labourer.  It  is  of  no  conse<juence  how  high  the 
wages  of  maiuifacturerB  are ;  but  it  would  be  of  very' 
bad  conse<iuence  to  raise  the  wages  of  tJiosc  who 
procure  the  immediate  neeetssaries  of  life,  for  that 
\rould  raise  the  price  of  provisions.  Here  theu  is  a 
prol)Ieni  for  politicians.  It  is  not  reasonable  that  the 
most  useful  body  of  men  should  be  the  worst  paid  ; 
yet  it  does  not  appear  bow  it  can  be  ordered  otherwise. 
It  ircre  to  be  wished,  that  a  mode  for  its  being 
otherwise  were  found  out.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is 
better  to  give  temporary  assistance  by  charitable  con- 
tribntioiiK  to  |K>or  labourers,  at  times  wlieu  provisions 
are  high,  tlian  to  raise  their  wages,  because,  if  wages 
are  once  raised,  they  will  never  get  down  again." 

Happily  the  weather  cleared  up  Iwtweeu  one  and 
two  o'clock,  and  we  got  ready  to  depart;  but  our 
kind  host  and  hostess  would  not  let  us  go  without 
taking  a  snatchy  as  they  called  it ;  which  was  in  truth 
a  very  good  dinner,  ^^'hile  the  punch  went  round. 
Dr.  Juhnson  kept  a  close  wliisperiiig  conference  with 
Mrs.  M'Kiuuou,  which,  however,  was  loud  euough  to 
let  ufi  Iiear  (hat  the  subject  of  it  was  the  particulars 
of  Prince  Charles's  escajw '.     The  company  were  en- 

■  (Tl  mun  be rein«mberal  tint  Mr*.  Itl'KEnnon  vitoM  Kins^nr^g^i'i  Aiaifja' 
k't,  and  wu  in  the  bouse  wlien  the  I'ttIukIct  •usa  thrre  in  ■Qiii«n'«  ctatl)». 
A$rtm>ni  rvlatct  nn  unccdmlc  ot  lirr  bcitig  Blarnifd  (ttbr  wan  ihi-n  v<.tj  youi)|c] 
«riUi  tlic  moMrutloc  mAnncn  and  bold  urid«8  of  tbc  *'  mttckk  votntn"  tn  ihe  tull. 
Mm.  M'Kiniuin  wus  the  oulvrna]  grandmother  of  a\y  frienil  AlKJOT'/iciicnLl 
.^lacdtmald,  now  l>e[Hiiy.Adjaiani-tiaieTml. — En-] 
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teitained  and  pleased  to  obsene  it.  Upon  that  subject,  VT^ 
tliere  was  somethinfj  congenial  between  the  soul  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  and  that  of  an  Isle  of  Sky 
farmer's  wife.  It  is  curious  to  see  people,  how  far 
soever  removed  from  each  other  in  the  general  system 
of  their  lives,  come  dose  together  on  a  particular 
point  which  is  common  to  eacli.  W'e  were  merry 
with  Corrichatachin,  on  Dr.  Johnson's  whivspering 
with  his  wife.  She,  perceiving  this,  humorously 
cried,  "  I  am  in  love  with  him.  AVhat  is  it  to  live 
and  not  to  love?"  Upon  her  saying  something, 
which  I  did  not  hear,  or  cannot  recollect,  he  seized 
lier  hand  eagerlvi  auH  kissed  it. 

As  we  were  g<'ing.  the  Scottish  phrase  oi  *'■  honeH 
man  r  which  is  an  expression  of  kindness  and  regard, 
was  again  and  again  applied  by  tlie  conijiany  to  Dr. 
Johnfion,  I  was  also  treated  with  much  civility  ;  and 
I  nmst  take  some  merit  from  my  assiduous  attention 
to  him,  and  from  my  contriving  that  he  shall, he  easy 
wherever  he  goes,  that  he  siiall  not  be  asked  twii-e  to 
eat  or  drink  any  thing  (which  always  disgusts  him), 
that  he  shall  be  provided  with  water  at  his  meals, 
and  many  such  little  things,  which,  if  imt  attended 
to,  would  fret  him.  I  also  may  be  allowed  to  claim 
some  merit  in  leading  the  conversation:  I  do  not 
mean  leading.  a.s  in  an  orchestra,  by  playing  the  first 
fiddle ;  but  leading  as  one  docs  in  examining  a  wit- 
ness— starting  topics,  and  making  hini  pursue  them. 
He  appears  to  me  like  a  great  mill,  into  which  a 
subject  is  tiirown  to  be  ground.  It  requires,  indeed, 
fertile  minds  to  furnish  materials  for  this  mill.  I 
regret  whenever  I  see  it  unemployed  ;  but  sometimes 
I  feel  myself  quite  barren,  and  having  nothing  to 
throw  in.  I  know  uot  if  this  mill  l)e  a  good  figure ; 
though  Pope  makes  his  mind  a  mill  for  turning  verses. 

We  set  out  about  four.     Young  Corrkhatachhi 
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Tour  to  went  with  lis.  ^Ve  had  a  fine  evcninfj,  and  arrived 
in  good  time  at  Oslig.  the  residence  of  Mr.  Martia 
M*Pherson,  minister  of  Slate.  It  is  a  pretty  good 
house,  built  by  his  father,  upon  a  farm  near  the 
churfii.  \Ve  were  received  here  with  nuieh  kind- 
ness by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M'Pherson,  and  his  sister,  Miss 
M*Phersou,  who  pleased  Dr.  Johnson  nmth  by  singing 
Krse  KongSt  and  playing  on  the  guitar.  He  after- 
wards sent  her  a  present  of  his  *'  Kasselas."  In  his 
bed-ehainljer  was  a  press  stored  with  books.  Greek, 
Latin,  Krench,  and  English,  most  of  whieh  had  be- 
longed to  the  father  of  our  host,  the  learned  Dr. 
M*Pherson  ;  who,  though  his  '*  Dissertations"  have 
been  mentioned  in  a  former  jiage  as  nnsatisfaetory, 
wait  8  ntan  of  distinguished  talents.  Dr.  Johnson 
looked  at  a  Latin  paraphrase  uf  tlie  song  of  Moses, 
written  by  him,  and  published  in  the  *' Scots  Maga- 
zine" for  1747,  and  said,  "  It  does  him  honour;  he 
has  a  great  ileal  of  Latin,  and  gooil  Latin."  Dr. 
M'Pherson  published  also  in  the  same  Magazine, 
June,  1739,  an  original  Latin  wle,  which  lie  wrote 
from  the  Isle  of  Barra,  where  he  was  minister  for 
some  years.  It  is  very  poetical,  and  exhibits  a 
striking  proof  how  much  all  things  depend  upon 
comparison:  for  Rarra,  it  seems,  appi-ared  to  him  so 
inucli  worse  thau  Sky,  his  mttule  aolnm,  that  he 
languished  for  its  "blessed  niuuiitains,"  and  thought 
himself  buried  alive  amongst  barbarians  where  he 
was.  My  readers  will  probably  not  be  displeased  to 
hnvc  a  specimen  of  this  ude : 

**  Ud  nlhi !  quwitm  pulor  dolom, 
Dvin  pnicut  apcclo  jug*  ler  beaU, 
Dum  fcTv  B«mr  fttcriles  vmM 

l>olus  obcno. 

"Inpnio,  ifKli{|;Tior,  crudor,  quod  iutor 
UarbuM  Thulea  Utouti  colenu»; 
Toqico  I«i(^iatf>.  niorior  Kpuliu* 
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After  wishing  for  wings  to  fly  over  to  his  dear  Toui  w 
country,  which  was  in  his  view,  from  what  he  calls 
Thtile,  as  heinj^  llie  iiioRt  weKterii  isle  of  Scotland, 
except  St.  Kilda ;  after  describing  the  pleasures  of 
society,  and  the  miseries  of  solitude,  he  at  last,  with 
becoming  propriety,  has  recourse  to  the  only  sure 
relief  of  thinking  men, — Sur.vuTtt  cortla,- — the  hope 
of  a  better  worlds  and  disposes  his  mind  to  resignation : 

'*  Intetim,  fiat  tu«,  tcx,  volunUi: 
Brigor  «unuin  cinoliirs  •luthil  spra 
Cctu  n^nndi  So1}-niatn  aupcraam 
Nominu  Milam." 

He  concludes  in  a  uoble  strain  of  orthodox  piety: 

**  Vi{«  lum  (leoium  vociuuuU  riu  est. 
Turn  licet  (;nitm  socioi  hakcn-, 
bcnphitn  ct  Mncto*  thiadeh  nroulAm 
ConcrlcbnuiUft." 

[From  Ostig  he  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
Macleod : 

"DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MACLEOD'. 

"0«ig.28thRepi.  1773- 
"  DfEAR  sin, — We  are  now  on  tlie  margin  of  the  sea.  waiting 
for  «  boat  and  a  wind.  Bosweli  growd  impatient;  but  the  kind 
treatment  whicli  I  find  wherever  I  go,  makes  me  leave,  with 
ftome  heaviness  of  heart,  an  i^Iaiul  which  I  am  not  very  likely 
to  Bee  again.  Having  now  gone  »s  far  n.«  horses  can  carry  us, 
wc  thankfully  return  them.  My  *«teefl  will.  1  hn|)e,  be  received 
with  kinihiesK  ; — he  ha^  iMirne  me,  heavy  as  I  am,  over  ground 
both  rough  and  itteep,  with  great  fidelity  ;  and  for  tlic  use  of 
bim,  M»  for  your  oilier  favours,  I  hope  you  will  believe  me 
tiuukful,  and  willing,  at  whatever  distance  we  may  be  placed, 
to  show  my  sense  of  your  kindness,  by  any  officer  of  friendship 
that  may  fall  within  my  ]>ower. 

"  Lady  3Iacleoil  and  the  young  ladie^i  have,  by  their  hospi- 
tality and  politeneAH,  made  an  impreMion  on  my  mind,  which 
wUl  not  emdly  be  effaced.     Be  pleased   to  lell  them^  that  I  re- 

*  [Fbf  this  later  the  edicor  U  uidctKed  u>  the  prcHDl  Mwlcod. — £o.  ] 


1773.— .«TAT.  (Vl-. 

Tour  u>   member  tlipm  with  great  tendeniess,  and  great  respect — I  am, 
Uebrid.    gif^  ycm-  nioaj  obliged  aiid  most  humble  •cr\*ant, 

"Sam.  Jobnsion. 
"  P.S. — We  pused  two  days  at  TaHaker  very  happily,  both 
by  the  plcawintneM  of  the  place  and  cle^!:ance  of  our  rcc-tption.**] 

Wefhtfsfhij,  2Qt//  September. — After  a  %erj-  good 
sleep,  I  rose  more  refreshetl  than  I  had  been  for  some 
nights.  We  were  now  at  but  a  little  distance  from 
llie  sliore,  an»l  saw  the  sea  from  our  windows,  which 
made  our  voyas;e  seem  nearer.  Mr.  M'Pherson's 
manners  and  address  pleased  us  much.  lie  appeared 
to  he  a  man  of  such  intelligence  and  taste  as  to  be 
sensible  of  the  extraordinai-y  ixiwers  of  his  illustrious 
guest.  He  said  to  me,  "  Dr.  Johnson  is  an  honour 
to  mankind,  and,  if  the  expression  may  l>e  used,  is 
an  honour  to  religion." 

Co/,  who  had  gone  yesterday  to  pay  a  visit  at 
Camuscross,  joined  us  this  morning  at  breakfast. 
Some  other  gentlemen  also  eame  to  enjoy  the  enter- 
tainment of  Dr.  Johnson's  conversation.  The  day 
was  windy  and  rainy,  so  that  we  hud  just  seized  a 
happy  interval  for  our  journey  last  night.  We  had 
good  entertainment  here,  better  uceoniinodation  than 
at  ('orrh'hatachin,  and  time  enongh  to  ourselves.  The 
hours  slipped  along  imperceptibly.  We  talked  of 
Sheustone.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he  was  a  good  Jayer- 
out  of  land»  but  would  not  allow  him  to  approach  ex- 
cellence as  a  poet.  He  said,  he  Iielieved  he  liad  trie<l 
to  read  all  his  '*  Love  PastoraU,"  but  did  not  get 
through  them.     I  repeated  the  stanza, 

"She  gucd  OA  I  alawly  witbdifiw  ; 
My  paih  I  couM  luudljr  diMcro; 
So  swcirily  %hc  hndc  me  idico, 

I  thought  tlui  the  boAe  me  rdum." 

He  said,  **  That  seems  to  be  pretty."  I  observed  that 
Sheustone,  from  his  short  nia.\ims  in  prose,  appeared 
to  have  some  power  of  thinking;  but  Dr.  Johnson 
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woiild  not  allow  him  that  merit.  He  atneed,  however,  J.'^Vf 
n-ith  Shenstont',  that  it  was  wrong  in  the  brother  of 
one  of  his  eorrespoiulents  to  burn  his  letters;  "for," 
said  he,  "  Shenstonc  was  a  man  whose  corrcspondenee 
was  an  honour."  He  was  this  afternoon  fuU  of  rri. 
tical  severity,  and  dealt  about  his  censures  on  all  sides. 
He  said,  Hammond's  "  Love  Elegies"  were  poor 
thinj^.  He  spoke  contemptuously  of  our  lively  and 
elegant,  though  too  lieeiitious  lyHck  bard,  Hanhury 
Williams,  and  said,  *'  he  had  no  fame,  but  from  boys 
who  drank  with  him." 

While  he  was  in  this  mooil,  I  was  unfortunate 
enough,  simply  ])erliaps,  but  I  coidd  not  help  think- 
ing, undeservedly,  to  come  within  **  the  whitt'  and 
wind  of  his  fell  sword."  I  asked  him,  if  he  had 
ever  been  accustomed  to  wear  a  night-cap.  He  said 
•*  No."  I  asked,  if  it  was  best  not  to  wear  one. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  had  this  custom  by  chance,  and 
perhaps  no  man  shall  ever  know  whether  it  is  best 
to  sle^p  with  or  without  a  night-cap.*'  Soon  after- 
wards tie  was  laughing  at  some  deficiency  in  the 
Highlands,  and  said,  '*One  might  as  well  go  with- 
out shoes  and  stockings."  Thinking  to  have  a  little 
hit  at  his  own  deficiency.  I  ventured  to  add,  "or 
without  a  night-cap,  sir.**  But  I  hatl  ht-iter  have 
been  silent,  for  he  retorted  directly,  "  I  do  not  see 
the  coiuiexion  there  (laughing).  Nobody  l»efore  was 
ever  foolisli  enough  to  ask  whether  it  was  best  to 
wear  a  night-cap  or  not.  This  comes  of  being  a 
little  wrong-headed."  He  carried  the  company  along 
with  him :  and  yet  the  truth  is,  that  if  he  had 
always  wurn  a  night-cap,  as  is  the  common  practice^ 
and  found  the  Higldanders  did  not  wear  one,  he 
would  have  wondered  at  their  barbarity ;  so  Uiat  my 
hit  was  fair  enough. 

Thursday,  30M  Septemher. — There  was  as  great 
a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  as  1  have  almost  ever  seen. 
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T<Hir  w  which  necessarily  confined  us  to  the  house :  but  we 
were  fully  compensated  by  Dr.  Johnson's  conversa- 
tion. He  said,  lie  did  not  grudge  Hurke's  being  the 
first  man  in  the  house  of  commons^  for  he  was  the 
first  man  every  where;  but  he  grudged  that  a  fellow 
who  makes  no  figure  in  company*  and  has  a  mind  as 
narrow  as  the  neck  of  a  vinegar  cruet,  should  make 
a  figure  in  the  house  of  commons,  merely  by  having 
the  knowledge  of  a  few  forms,  and  being  furnished 
witli  a  liltle  occasional  information  '.  He  told  us, 
tbe  first  time  he  saw  Dr.  Voung  was  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Richardson,  the  author  of  "Clarissa."  He  was 
Kent  for,  that  the  doctor  might  read  to  him  his  "  Con- 
jectures on  Original  Composition/*  which  he  did,  and 
Dr.  Johnson  made  his  remarks;  and  he  was  sur- 
prised to  find  Young  receive  as  novelties,  what  he 
thought  very  connnon  maxims.  He  ^id,  he  believed 
Voung  was  not  a  great  scholar,  nor  had  studied  re- 
gularly the  art  of  writing;  that  there  were  very  fine 
things  in  his  "  Night  Thoughts,"  though  you  could 
not  find  twenty  lines  together  without  some  extra- 
vagance. He  repeated  two  passages  from  his  "  Love 
of  Fame," — the  characters  of  Bmnetta  and  Stella, 
which  he  praised  highly.  He  said  Voung  pressed 
In'ra  much  to  come  to  ^VelIwyn.  He  always  intended 
it,  but  never  went.  He  was  sorrj'  wlien  Voung  died. 
The  cause  of  quarrel  between  Voung  and  his  son, 
he  told  us,  was,  that  his  son  insisted  Young  should 
turn  awuy  a  clergj'man's  widow,  who  lived  with  liim, 
and  who,  having  acquired  great  influence  over  the 
father,  was  saucy  to  the  son.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  she 
could  not  conceal  her  resentment  at  him,  for  saying 
to  Voung,  that  "an  old  man  should  not  resign  him- 
self to  the  management  of  any  body."     I  asked  him 


'  He  ttid  DM  n'MiiiiTi  itir  nsmL'  of  any  [mninibir  person  ;  tMil  iboiv  wl^ii 
we  conrcr««nL  wiili  ihe  iwlicicil  world  will  probably  tfcollea  moK  pOMM  thm 
one  to  whom  thin  ob«rrvfttuui  itn;  be  ftpjdled. — Bo«WKl.L. 
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if  there  was  any  ini|iroiK?r  connexion  Iwtween  tbem.  Touno 
••  No,  sir,  no  more  tlian  between  two  statnes.  He 
vas  past  fourscore,  and  she  a  very  coarse  woman. 
She  read  to  him,  and,  I  siipjiuse,  made  his  coffee,  and 
frothed  hin  chocoUte,  and  did  such  things  »6  an  old 
man  wishes  to  have  done  for  him." 

Dr.  Doddridge'  being  mentioned,  he  observed  that 
'*he  van  author  of  one  of  the  fniet^t  epigrams  in  the 
English  language.  Jt  is  in  Orion's  Life  of  him. 
The  subject  is  liis  family  motto,  Dttm  ritimifs,  r*- 
ramus,  which,  in  its  primnrj'  signiBcation,  is,  to  be 
saire,  not  very  suitable  to  a  Christian  divine;  but  he 
paraphrased  it  thus : 


'  Liv*  »Inl«  jog  live,  the  tpicuff  vavAA  mv. 
Aim]  Kue  the  plmninr*  of  ilic  present  d»;. 
Uvc,  whlk  yoii  U«,  the  tacrcd  prt*cht.r  oiw, 
Aral  give  la  tiud  each  nionieni  fts  il  f)id 
Lord,  in  my  view*  let  both  united  be ; 
I  live  in  /fkaturr,  when  I  Uvc  to  /Air.'  ** 


■  I  aske<l   if  it  was  not  strange  that  government 

■  fchoiUd  pennit  so  many  in6del  writings  to  pass  with- 

■  out  ceiiwure.  Johnson.  "Sir,  it  is  mighty  foolish. 
It  is  for  ^vant  of  knowing  their  own  power.  The 
present  family  on  the  throne  came  to  the  crown 
against  the  will  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people.  Whether 
those  nine-tenths  wei*e  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  our 
business  now  to  inquire.  But  such  Uing  the  si- 
tuation of  the  royal  family,  they  were  glad  to  en- 

K  courage  all  who  would  be  their  friends.  Now  you 
'  know  every  bad  man  is  a  whig;  every  man  who  has 
loose  notions.  Tlic  cliurch  was  all  against  this 
family.  They  were,  as  I  say,  glad  to  encourage  any 
^ends;  and,  therefore,  since  their  aeivssion,  there  is 
no  instance  of  any  man  being  kept  back  on  account 
of  his  bad  principles ;  and  hence  this  inundation  of 

1  fDr.  PhJIUp  Do<Ulridj;e.  in  cmfncni  dUicDiins  divine,  bora  in  1702,  died  at 
'tJbboo  (whiibcr  lie  had  ^mcrortlierenxTrj  uriiii>healtlO  in  IT^\.  Sointafhn 
Imsi  ham  been  rccrnUy  iiubtUhecl,  with  no  peat  wlvtuita^e  in  hufuivc.>-ED-) 
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Towto  impiety."     I  observed  tliat  Mr.  Hume,  some  of  whof 
\^Titings  were  vei-y   unfavourable    to  religion,   wa^! 
however,  a  tory.     Johnson.  "Sir,  Hume  is  a  toryj 
by  cliance.  an  being  a  Scotchman  ;  but  not  upon 
principle  of  duty,  for  he  has  no  principle.     If  he 
anv  thing,  he  is  a  Hobhist.*' 

There  was  something  not  quite  serene  in  his  hu-| 
mour  to-night,  after  supper;  for  he  spoke  of  hasteii-H 
ing  away  to    London,    without  stojipiiig  much    at 
Edinburgh.     I  reminded  him,  tliat  he  had  Geuen 
Oughton,  and  many  others,  to  see.    Johnson.  "  NayJ 
I  sliall  neither  go  in  jest,  nor  stay  in  jest.     I  sh; 
do  what  is  fit."     Boswell.  "Ay,  sir,   but  all 
desire  is,  that  you  will  let  me  tell  you  when  it  is  fit."] 
JoHNSox.  "Sir,  I  shall  uot  consult  you."  BosWEi.u] 
'*  If  you  are  to  run  away  from  us,  as  soon  as  you  gt 
loose,  we  will  keep  you  confined  in  an  island."     lU 
was,  however,  on   the  whole,  very  good  company. 
Mr.  Donald  Maclcod  expressed  very  well    the  gra-* 
dual  impression  made  l>y  Dr.  .Tuhnsou  on  tliose  wh< 
are  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  his  acquaintance.  '*  Wbei 
you  see  him   first,  you  are  struck  with  awtiit 
verence ;  then  you  admire  him ;  and  then  you  lovi 
him  cordially.'* 

1  read  tltis  evening  some  part  of  Voltaire's  "  HU 
story  of  the  War  in  1 7+1  /'  and  of  Lord  Kames  agains 
"Hereditary  Indefeasible  Right."  This  is  a  vei 
slight  circumstance,  with  which  I  should  not  troubU 
my  reader,  but  for  the  sake  of  observing,  that  evei 
man  should  keej)  minutes  of  whatever  he  readi 
Every  circumstance  of  his  studies  should  be  recortled; 
what  books  he  has  consulted  ;  how  much  of  them  h( 
has  read ;  at  what  times ;  how  often  tlie  same  auJ 
thors;  and  what  opinions  he  formed  of  them, 
different  periods  of  his  life.  Such  an  account  wouii 
much  illustrate  the  history  of  his  mind. 


1773.— STAT.  64. 


499 


IlSOn  Tour  M 


Friihiy,  1st  October.-^l  showed  to  Or. 
verses  in  a  magazine,  on  his  Dictionary,  composed  of 
uiicoininuii  wurds  taken  fruni  it; 

"\Aiv!i»iit  Afititropfipi>ih;i  hu  be,"  &c. 

He  read  a  few  of  them,  and  said,  "  I  am  not  answer- 
able for  ill!  the  words  in  niy  Dit-tionary-"  I  toUI  him, 
that  Garrick  ke|)t  a  book  of  all  who  had  either  praised 
or  abused  him.  On  tlie  subject  of  his  own  reputation, 
he  said,  "  Now  that  I  sec  it  has  been  so  current  a 
topick,  I  wish  I  had  done  so  too;  but  it  could  not 
well  be  done  now,  as  so  many  things  are  scatterc<i  in 
newspapers."  lie  said  lie  was  angry  at  a  boy  of 
Oxford',  who  wrote  in  his  defence  against  Kenrick ; 
because  it  was  doing  him  hurt  to  answer  Kenrick. 
He  was  told  afterwards,  the  boy  was  to  come  to  him 
to  ask  a  favour.  He  first  thought  to  treat  him  rudely, 
on  account  of  his  meddling  in  that  business;  but 
then  he  considered  he  had  meant  to  do  him  all  the 
service  in  his  power,  and  he  took  another  resolution  : 
he  told  him  he  would  do  what  he  could  for  him,  and 
did  so;  and  the  hoy  was  satisfied.  He  said,  he  did 
not  know  how  his  i)amphlet  was  done,  as  he  had  rettd 
very  little  of  it.  The  boy  made  a  good  figure  at 
Oxford,  but  died.  He  remarked,  that  attacks  on 
authors  did  them  much  service.  '*  A  man  who  tells 
me  my  play  is  very  bad,  is  less  my  enemy  than  he 
who  lets  it  die  in  silence.  A  man,  whose  business  it 
is  to  be  talked  of,  is  inucli  helped  by  lieing  attacked." 
Garrick,  I  observed,  liad  been  often  so  helped.  John- 
son. *•  Yes,  sir;  though  Garrick  had  more  opportu- 
nities than  almost  any  man,  to  keep  the  puhlick  in 
mind  of  him,  by  exhibiting  himself  to  such  numbers, 
he  would  not  have  had  so  much  reputation,  had  he 

>  [Mr.  Raiday. — See  ante,  v.  i.  5I7>  JoboMD'l  ilc»ire  lu  ripmi  lil>  coiu 
Umpt  of  Kcarick  b  «l)o«n  hj  his  pcrKcveranee  in  npicRcndni;  thu  jr^mcff  ^yti- 
llenun  m  •  boy ,-  u  if  (o  sajr,  il  th  uw  much  huoour  fui  Kvntidi  ttwit  cTcn  « 
lay  abould  AMwa  him — Kd.] 
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T.mrto  not  bccii  SO  ixiuch  attacked.     Every  attack  pro(luce3 
a  defence;  aiid  so  attfntion  is  engaged.      1  here  is 
no  sport  in  mere  praise,  when  people  are  all  of  a 
mind."     Bosw'ell.  "Then  Hume  is  not  the  worse 
for  Bealtie's  attack?"     Joux.soN.   *' He  is,  because 
Beattie  lias  cunfute<l  him.     1  do  not  say.  but  that 
there  may  be  some  attacks  which  will  hurt  an  author. 
Though  Hume  suffered  from  Beattie,  be  was  the;] 
better  for  other  attacks."     (He  certainly  could  not 
include  in  that  nunilier  those  of  Ur.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Tytlcr'.)     BoswLi.L.  "Goldsmith  's  the  better  for 
attacks."     Johnson.    "Yes,  sir;  but  he  does  not, 
thiuk  so  yet.      Wlien  GoldKinith  and  I  published, 
each  of  us  something,  at  the  same  time,  we  were  j 
given    to   understand    that  we    might    review  each 
other.     Goldsmith  was  for  accepting  the  offer.     I 
said,  no;  set  reviewers  at  defiance.      It  was  said  to,] 
old  Bcntley,  upon   the  attacks  against  him,  *  Why, 
they  *11  write  you  down.*      *  No,  sir,'  he  replie<l ;-, 
'depend  upon  it,  no  man  was  ever  written  down  but] 
by  himself.'*'    He  observed  to  me  afterwards,  that  the. 
advantages  authors  derived  from  attacks  were  chieflyj 
in  subjects  of  taste,  where  you  cannot  confute,  as  so- 
much  may  be  said  on  either  side.     He  told  me  hel 
did  not  know  who  was  the  author  of  the  "AdventuresJ 
of  a  Guinea";"  but  that  the  bookseller  had  sent  thei 
first  volume  to  him  in  manuscript,  to  liave  his  opi- 
nion if  it  should  be  printed ;  and  he  thought  it  should.] 
The  weather  being   now   somewhat  better,  Mr* 

•  [Mr.  BoAtrell  mIiU  ihim |MrcnihnK  pntbablr,  becaunr  ilie  gctiiltmrn  ftllndrd^ 
to  wMT  friends  of  hit :  but  if  Dr.  Joluiaon  "ditt  not  mean  lo  Include  tfutn,'' 
vhom  did  h«  mcvi  P  (at  they  man  cpruinly  {\titt  Beauie)  Hame's  taOtl 
nmi  uniaftoni***— '^"•1 

'  [It  b  Ktnuige  thai  Johuon  MhouM  Dot  hvt  knovn  thai  the  '^AdvcDtun*^ 
of  a  Guioe*"  wu  vriuen  by  a  nunnukc  nf  Iria  own,  CImla  JAhruMti.  Bdnn 
diMiiiKlitiiil  (at  Ihr  Irar,  which  •man  bin  prnffsion,  bj  a  mipcrvming  ilc«fnc«*.  ht. 
wmi  to  India  and  [radc  some  fortunt,  which  he  m)o)rcd  a',  home- — WjiLTr.m( 
Scott.  He  iniut  mrt  tie  u>nfuundi:il  will)  umtliiir  Cbiirlt?i  J»himXL,  aIm^  brrd. 
Ui  th«  tmr,  b(ii  who  became  a  vcrr  voluminoua  draniadc  wrilcr,  and  diod  »baufl 
17«— Bi>.J 
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James  M*Donald,  factor  to  Sir  Alexander  M*DonaUI,  Tootto 

llrbrid. 

io  Slate,  insisted  that  all  the  company  at  Ostig  should 
go  to  the  house  at  Arniidale,  which  Sir  Alexander 
bad  left,  having  gone  with  his  lady  to  Kdliiburgh, 
and  be  his  guests,  till  we  had  an  opportunity  of  sail- 
ing to  Mull.  "We  accordingly  got  there  to  dinner ; 
and  passed  our  day  very  cheerfully,  being  no  less 
than  fourteen  in  mniil>er. 

Stifurthty^  2^/  October. — Dr.  Johnson  said,  that 
**a  chief  and  his  lady  should  make  their  house  like 
a  rourt.  They  should  have  a  certain  number  of  the 
gentlemen's  daughters  to  receive  their  education  in 
the  family,  to  learn  pastry  and  such  things  from  the  , 
housekeeper,  and  manners  from  my  lady.  7''hat  was 
H  the  way  in  the  great  families  in  Wales;  at  Lady 
^  Salisbury^,  Mrs.  Thrale's  grandmother,  and  at  Lady 
Philips's.  I  distinguish  the  families  by  the  ladies, 
as  I  speak  of  what  was  properly  their  province. 
There  were  always  six  young  ladies  at  Sir  John 
Philip8*s ;  when  one  was  married,  her  phure  was 
filled   up.     There  was  a  large  school-room,  where 

»tbey  learnt  needlework  and  other  things."     I  ob- 
served, that,  at  some  courts  in  Gennany,  there  were 
academies  for  the  jwiges,  who  are  llie  sons  of  gentle- 
men, and  receive  their  education  without  any  expense 
B  to  their  parents.     Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  manners 
W  were  best  learnt  at  those  courts.    "  Vou  are  .idniitted 
with  grt;at  facility  to  the  prince*s  company,  and  yet 
H  must  treat  him  with  nuich  re8|K-ct.  At  a  great  court, 
you  are  at  such  a  distance  that  you  get  no  good."    I 
said,  **  Very  true :  a  man  sees  the  court  of  \'ersailles, 
a.s  if  he  saw  it  on  a  theatre."     He  sjiid,  "The  liest 
book  that  ever  was  written  upon  good  breeding,  "11 
K  Corteggiano,"  by  CastigUone,  grew  up  at  the  little 
^  court  of  ITrbino,  ami  you  should  read  il.'   1  am  ghul 
always  to  have  his  opinion  of  l>ooks.     At  Mr.  Mac- 
phcrson's,  he  connnendetl  "  Whitby's  Commentary," 
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Tom »  and  said,  he  had  heard  liim  callwl  rather  lax ;  butl 
he  did  not  ]>erceive  it.     He  had  looked  at  a  novelyj 
called   "  The   Man  of  the  World,"  at   Rasay,  bul 
thought  there  was  nothing  in  it'.     He  said  to-day, 
while  reading  my  journal,  "  This  will  be  a  gres 
treasure  to  us  some  years  hence." 

Talking  of  a  very  penurious  gentleman"  of  our] 
aaiuaiiitance,  he  observed,  that  he  exceeded  L'Avaro 
in  the  play.  I  concurred  with  him,  and  remarked 
that  he  would  do  well,  if  introduced  in  one  of  Foote'i 
farces ;  that  the  best  way  to  get  it  done  would  be 
bring  Foote  to  be  entertained  at  his  house  for  a  weel 
and  then  it  would  be  fac\t  indignatio,  Johnsons 
"  Sir,  I  wish  he  had  him.  I,  who  have  eaten  hil 
bread,  will  not  give  him  to  liim ;  but  1  should 
glad  he  came  honestly  by  him." 

He  said  he  was  angry  at  Thralc,  for  sitting  at 
General  Oglethorpe's  without  speaking.  He  cei 
sured  a  man  for  degrading  himself  to  a  non-entityJ 
I  obser\'ed,  that  Goldsmith  was  on  the  other  extreme; 
for  he  si>oke  at  all  ventures.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  sir; 
Goldsmith,  rather  than  not  speak,  will  talk  of  whj 
he  knows  himself  to  be  ignorant,  which  can  only  em 
in  exposing  him."  '*  I  wonder,"  said  I,  *'  if  he  feel 
that  he  exposes  himself.  If  he  was  with  two  tailors" 
"Or  with  two  founders,*'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  in- 
terrupting me, "  he  would  fall  a  talking  on  the  meth< 
of  making  cannon,  though  both  of  them  would  soon  sc 
that  he  did  not  know  what  metal  a  cannon  h  made  of.* 
We  were  very  social  and  merry  in  his  room  this  foi 
noon.  In  the  evening  the  comjiany  danced  as  usui 
We  jjerformed,  with  much  activity,  a  dance  which, 
suppose,  the  emigration  from  Sky  has  occasioned.  Th( 
call  it  America.   Each  of  the  couples,  after  the  com- 

■  (Tliou^i  not,  pcrhatMi  m  popuUt  u  llie  <'  Af  an  o(  Feeling,"  of  the 
Mniabk'  author,  the  "Man  nf  Uic  M*i«Ul"  w  a  vwy  palht'lic  lalf.  — WatTII 
Scott.  1  "^ 

>  {No  OobN  titr  Aleiunder  Mftcdotiiiia.  -  Bd-] 
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mon  tntolutiotis  and  evolutions,  successively  whirls  T..nr  to 
round  in  a  circle,  till  all  are  in  niotiuu  ;  and  the  dance 
teems  intended  to  show  how  emigration  catches,  till 
a  whole  nfighbourho(Hl  is  set  afloat.  Mrs.  M'Kinnon 
told  uie,  that  last  year  wlieii  a  ship  sailed  from  Port- 
ree for  America,  the  jwople  on  shore  were  almost 
distracted  when  they  saw  their  relations  go  off;  they 
lay  down  on  the  ground,  tumbled,  and  tore  the  grass 
with  their  teeth.  This  year  there  was  not  a  tear  shed. 
The  people  on  shore  seemed  to  think  that  they  would 
soon  follow.  'JMiis  indifference  is  a  mortal  sign  for 
the  country. 

We  danced  to-night  to  the  mnsick  of  the  bagpipe, 
which  made  us  beat  the  groiuid  w  ith  prodigious  force. 
I  thought  it  better  to  endeavour  to  conciliate  the 
kindness  of  the  people  of  Sky,  by  joining  heartily  in 
tlieir  amusements,  than  to  play  the  abstract  scholar. 
I  looked  on  this  tour  to  the  Hebrides  as  a  copartner- 
ship between  Dr.  Johnson  and  me.  Each  was  to  do 
all  he  could  to  promote  its  success ;  and  I  have  some 
reason  to  flatter  myself,  that  my  gayer  exertions 
were  of  service  to  us.  Dr.  Johnson's  immense  fund 
of  knowletlge  and  wit  was  a  wonderful  source  of  ad- 
miration and  delight  to  them ;  but  they  had  it  only 
at  times:  and  they  required  to  have  the  intervals 
agreeably  filled  up,  and  even  little  elucidations  of 
his  learned  text.  I  was  also  fortunate  enough  fre- 
quently to  draw  him  forth  to  talk,  when  be  woidd 
otherwise  have  been  silent.  The  fountain  was  at 
limes  locked  up.  till  I  opened  the  spring.  It  was 
curious  to  Iiear  the  Hebridians,  when  any  dispute 
hoppened  while  he  ^vas  out  of  the  room,  saying 
"Stay  till  Dr.  Johnson  comes;  say  that  to  him!" 

Yesterday,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  cannot  but  laugh, 

to  think  of  myself  roving  among  the  Hebrides  at 

•  sixty.     I  wonder  where  I  shall  rove  at  fourscore!" 
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Ttrnr  to  Tliis  evciiiiig  he  disputed  the  truth  of  what  is  sah^ 

as  to  the  people  of  St.  Kildo  catching  cold  whenever] 

strangers  come'.     **  How  can  there,"  said  he,  "  be  a] 

physical  effect  witliout  a  physical  cause?"  He  added^j 

laughing,  "the  arriral  of  a  ship  full  of  strangers 

would  kill  them  ;  for,  if  one  stranger  gives  them  one] 

cold,  two  strangers  must  give  them  Iwu  colds ;  and 

BO  in  proportion."     I  wondered  to  hear  him  ridicidi 

this,  as  he  had  praised  M'Aulay  for  putting  ic  in  his] 

book ;  saying,  that  it  was  manly  in  him  to  tell  a  fact*.] 

huwevtT  strange,  if  he  himself  believed  it.     He  said,| 

the  evidence  was  not  adequate  to  the  improbability] 

of  tlie  thing;  that  if  a  physician,  rather  disposed  to] 

be  incredulous,  should  go  to  St.  Kilda,  aud  report  the] 

fact,  then  he  would  begin  to  look  about  him.     The] 

said,  it  was  annually  proved  by  Macleod's  steward,] 

on  whose  arrival  all  the  inhabitants  caught  cold.   Haj 

jocularly  remarke<l,  "  the  steward  always  comes  to] 

demand  something  from  them ;  and  so  they  fall  aj 

coughing.      I  suppose  the  people  in  Sky  all  take  ■] 

colli  when (naming  a  certain  person")  comes." 

They  said,  he  came  only  in  summer.     Joiinsom,] 
"That  is  out  of  tenderness  to  you.     Bad  weatlu 
and  he,  at  the  same  time,  would  be  too  much." 

Sutuhi/,  Sd  Ocfofter. — Joseph  reported  that  the] 
wind  was  still  against  us.     Dr.  Johnson  said, 
wind,  or  not  a  wind?  that  is  the  question;"  for  he] 
can  amuse  himself  at  times  with  a  little  play  of  wordSp] 
or  rather  sentences.     I  remember  when  he  turned! 
his   cup  at  Aberhrothick,  where  we  drank  tea,  lie 
nmttered,  Ciaudite  Jam  rivox,  pneri.     I  must  agaia 
and  again  apologize  to  fastidious  readers,  for  reconl* 
ing  such  minute  particulars.     They  prove  the  scru-] 


'  ISec  itHtf,  p.  .U.  an,  Ki  leui,  i~gc>iJoua  tiflutiuO  of  Ui»  diikt'Dft. Eo.  I 
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ptiloiis  fidelity  of  my  Journal.     Dr.  Johnson  said  it  J""? 
was  a  very  exact  picture  of  a  portion  of  liis  life. 

While  we  were  chatting'  in  the  iuduleiit  style  of 
men  who  were  to  slay  here  all  this  day  at  least,  we 
were  suddenly  roused  at  being  told  that  the  wind 
was  fair,  that  a  little  fleet  of  herring-busses  was  pass- 
ing by  for  Mull,  and  that  Mr.  Simpson's  vessel  was 
about  to  sail.  Hugh  M*Donald,  the  nkipper,  came 
to  us,  and  was  impatient  that  we  should  get  ready, 
winch  we  soon  did.  Or.  .lohnson,  with  coniposure 
and  solemnity,  re|>eated  the  obRervalion  of  Kpictetus, 
that,  "  as  man  has  the  voyage  of  death  before  him, 
— whatever  may  l>e  his  employment,  be  should  be 
ready  at  the  master's  call ;  and  an  old  man  should 
never  be  far  from  the  shore,  lest  he  should  not  be 
able  to  get  himself  ready."  He  rode,  and  I  and  the 
other  gentlemen  walked,  about  an  English  mile  to 
the  shore,  where  the  vessel  lay.  Dr.  Johnson  said 
he  shonld  never  forget  Sky,  and  returned  thanks  for 
ail  civilities.  We  were  carried  to  the  vessel  in  a 
small  boat  which  she  had,  and  we  set  sail  very  briskly 
about  one  oVlock.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the 
motion  for  many  hour.'*.  Dr.  Johnson  grew  sick,  and 
retired  tinder  cover,  as  it  rained  a  good  deal.  I  kept 
above,  that  1  might  have  fresh  air,  and  finding  my- 
self not  aU'ected  by  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  I  exulted 
in  being  a  stout  seaman,  while  Dr.  Johnson  was 
quite  in  a  state  of  annihilation.  But  I  was  soon  hum- 
bled ;  fur  after  imagining  that  I  coidd  go  with  ease 
to  America  or  the  Kast  Indies,  I  l»ecanie  very  sick, 
but  kept  above  board,  though  it  rained  hard. 

As  we  had  been  detained  so  long  in  Sky  by  bad 
weather,  we  gave  up  the  scheme  that  dd  had  planned 
for  us  of  visiting  several  islands,  and  contented 
ourselves  with  the  ])rospect  of  seeing  Mull,  and 
Icohiikill  and  Inehkenneth,  which  lie  near  to  it. 
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Mr.  Simpson  was  sanguine  in  his  hopes  for  awhile, 
the  wind  being  fair  for  us.  He  said  lie  would  land 
us  at  leolnikill  that  night.  But  when  the  wind 
failed,  it  was  resolved  we  should  make  for  the  Sound 
of  Alull,  and  land  in  the  harbour  of  Toberniorie. 
We  kept  near  the  five  herring  vessels  fur  some  time; 
but  afterwards  four  of  them  got  before  us,  and  one 
little  wherry  fell  behind  us.  AMien  we  got  in  full 
view  of  the  point  of  Ardnanuirchan,  the  wind  changed, 
and  wa^  directly  against  our  getting  into  the  Sound. 
We  were  then  obliged  to  tack,  and  get  forward  in 
that  tedious  manner.  As  we  advanced,  the  storm 
grew  greater,  and  the  sea  very  rough.  Col  then 
began  to  talk  of  making  for  Kgg,  or  Canna,  or  his 
own  island.  Our  skipper  said,  he  would  get  us  into 
the  Sound.  Having  struggled  for  this  a  good  while 
in  vain,  he  said,  he  would  push  forward  till  we  were 
near  the  land  of  Mull,  where  we  might  cast  anchor, 
and  lie  till  the  morning;  for  although,  befort;  this, 
there  had  bevn  a  good  moon,  and  I  had  pretty  di- 
stinctly seen  not  only  the  land  of  Mull,  but  up  the 
Sound,  and  the  countr)'  of  ATorven  as  at  one  end  of 
it,  the  night  was  now  grown  ver)'  dark.  Our  crew 
consisted  of  one  M'Douald,  our  Bkip|>er>  and  two 
sailors,  one  of  whom  had  but  one  eye  ;  Mr.  Simpson 
himself,  Cof,  and  Hugh  M'Donald  his  servant,  all 
helped.  Simpson  said,  he  would  wiliingly  go  for 
Col,  if  young  Coi  or  liis  servant  ^vould  undertake  to 
pilot  us  to  a  harboiu: ;  but,  as  the  island  is  low  laud, 
it  was  dangerous  to  run  upon  it  in  the  dark.  Col 
and  his  servant  appeared  a  little  dubious.  The 
scheme  of  running  for  Canna  seemed  then  to  l>e  em- 
braced ;  but  Cauna  was  ten  leagues  oft",  all  out  of  oiur 
way ;  and  they  were  afraid  to  attempt  the  harbour 
^^  ^S?*  ^11  these  different  plans  were  successively 
iu  agitation.     The  old  bkip]»er  still  tried  to  make  for 
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the  land  of  Mull ;  but  Iben  it  was  considered  that  Tour  w 

Uebud> 

tliepe  was  no  phice  there  where  we  could  anchor  in 
safety.  Much  time  was  lost  in  striving  against  the 
Ftorm.  At  last  it  became  so  rough,  and  thieatcned 
to  be  so  much  worse,  that  Col  aud  his  servant  took 
more  courage,  and  said  tliey  wo\iUI  undertake  to  hit 
one  of  the  harbours  in  Col.  "  Then  let  us  run  for 
it  in  God*s  name,"  said  the  skipper ;  and  instantly 
we  turned  towards  it.  The  little  wherry  which  had 
fallen  Iteliind  us  had  hard  work.  The  master  [had] 
begged  that,  if  we  made  for  Col,  we  sliould  put  out  a 
light  to  him.  Accordingly  one  of  the  sailors  waved  a 
glowing  peat  for  some  time.  The  various  diBiculties 
that  were  started  gave  nie  a  good  deal  of  apprehen- 
sion, fruni  which  I  was  relieved,  when  I  found  we 
were  to  run  for  a  harbour  before  the  wind.  But  my 
relief  was  but  of  short  duration ;  for  I  soon  heard 
that  our  sails  were  very  bad,  and  were  in  danger  of 
being  torn  in  pieces,  in  which  case  we  should  be 
driven  upon  the  rocky  shore  of  Col.  It  was  very 
dark,  and  there  was  a  heavy  and  incessant  rain.  The 
sparks  of  tlie  burning  peat  flew  so  inucli  atwut,  that 
1  dreaded  the  vessel  might  take  fire.  Then,  as  Col 
was  a  sportsman,  aud  had  powder  on  board,  I  6gm-ed 
that  we  might  be  blown  up.  Simpson  and  he  ap- 
peared a  little  frightened,  which  made  me  more  so; 
and  the  perpetual  talking,  or  rather  sliouting,  which 
was  carried  on  in  Erse,  alarmeil  me  still  more.  A 
man  is  always  suspicious  of  what  is  saying  in  an  un- 
known tongue ;  and,  if  fear  be  his  passion  at  the 
time,  he  grows  more  afraid.  Our  vessel  often  lay  i*o 
much  on  one  side,  that  I  trembled  lest  she  should  be 
overset,  and  indeed  they  told  me  afterwards,  that 
they  had  run  her  sometimes  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
water,  so  anxiuus  were  they  to  make  what  haste  they 
could  before  the  night  should   be  worse.     I  now  saw 
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Tourw  wliat  T  never  saw  before,  a  prodigious  sea,  with  Iin- 
mei"  jillows  coming  upon  a  vessel,  so  as  that  it 
sew  .  -i  Iiartily  iwstiiiWe  to  escape.  There  was  some- 
thing grandly  horrible  in  the  sight.  I  am  glad  I 
have  seen  it  once.  Amidst  all  these  terrifying  rir- 
runistances,  I  endea\'oured  to  conipos4;'  my  mind.  It 
was  not  easy  to  do  it ;  for  all  the  stories  that  I  had 
heard  of  the  dangerous  sailing  among  the  Hebrides, 
which  is  proverbial,  came  full  upon  my  recollection. 
When  I  thought  of  those  who  were  dearest  to  me, 
and  would  sutler  severely,  should  I  be  lost,  I  up- 
braided myself,  as  not  baving  a  sufficient  cause  for 
putting  myself  in  such  danger.  Piety  afforded  me 
comfort ;  yet  I  wa*  disturbed  by  the  objections  that 
have  been  made  against  a  particular  providence,  and 
by  the  arguments  of  those  who  maintain  that  it  is  in 
vain  to  hope  that  the  petitions  of  an  individual,  or 
even  of  congregations,  can  have  any  influence  with 
the  Deity;  objections  which  have  been  often  made, 
and  which  Dr.  Hawkesworth '  has  lately  revived,  in 
his  Preface  to  the  Voyages  to  the  South  Seas ;  but 
Dr.  Ogden*s  excellent  dotrtrine  on  the  eflicacy  of  in- 
tercession prevailed. 

It  was  half  an  hour  after  eleven  before  we  set  our- 


1  l«ThcK<r><ral  duupprobsdon  with  which  the  doctrinn  unhifipily  advaneei 
\>Y  Hawkntmorll)  in  thin  iirrforc  wm  nrnvn)  ilcprircd  him,"  mfi  the  Blo- 
gntphial  Uirtbaarjr.  "  o( yteuce  o(  ttiiad  un\  of  iifi  Uk>/{"  mtidMn.  fMotsluiys, 
{AMCcdoUt,  p.  113)  '■UawkcawoTth,  the  piouK.  tlie  vinuou*,  uid  the  wim,  fell 
>  lamcDlad  MKrilicT  In  nompanft  «tni«e;"  «n<l  Mr.  MmliKX-,  in  a  MS.  Dote  on 
ihst  pasnge,  in  hi*  cupy  of  FiouU's  ADccdntc*,  (which  Mr.  MorkluKl  b*>  bodi 
to  good  u  to  conimunicaix  to  the  Editor),  aute^  ilut  "  mfier  Hawkecwortb 
bad  puhlLihed  rmikv's  ttnl  viiyajtr,  he  wan  Kttacknl  srvcrclj  in  the  ncwi^pen, 
by  ■  wriirr  who  Rivni-d  hinuelf  A  ClirUtian,  fm  urnio  tcDcta  ia  that  work, 
which  *o  prnrcd  on  hia  spirita  that  he  pvi  aa  end  to  his  life  by  a  Inrftc  dmr  Jt 
.  opiimi."    "Vaat  u  ruMon,  howercr,  to  kxago  that  these  ofrouDEs — both  of  the 

public  tDdicnatinti,  and  ol'  IH-.  Hawkeswortli't  ronwqacni  disir.-«t  of  mind were 

nuitgemua!  for  he  wu,  between  the  pubUcalica  of  bi*  pn-fuce  in  spntig 
177-'.  Olid  liiK  dcKtIi  in  d\e  Narc-mk.-r  of  the  tunc  yenr,  elected  a  Dtrtttor 
tif  thf  tatt  India  C<f>po»y. — a  dtMinction  which,  it  th«  accounu  hcfore. 
nwntioncd  wftre  true,  il  i>  QOt  likdy  that  he  ahotild  have  dihi-r  Mlicticd  or  ob- 
tainid.  One  in  anxiou*  lu  bclirvf  tlut  m  life  like  UawketwonhV  ipcnt  lo 
advttcuing  the  Inlcr^t*  of  tnornlii;  and  religion,  waa  not  aa  tuia^Tably  douded 
al  111  very  clow. — Kd.) 
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selves  in  the  course  for  Col.  As  I  saw  tbem  all  busy  J^^^ 
doing  soniettiiitg,  1  asked  Co/,  wiili  much  «r  "'^fAt- 
nes8,  what  I  could  do.  He,  with  a  Ii.ippy  rea(i^>,(i*s, 
put  iuto  my  liand  a  rope,  which  was  fixed  to  the  top 
of  one  of  the  masts,  and  told  me  to  hold  it  till  he 
hoile  me  pull.  If  I  had  considered  the  matter,  I 
n»ight  have  seen  that  this  could  not  be  of  the  least 
service ;  but  his  object  was  to  keep  me  out  of  the 
way  of  those  who  were  busy  working  Uie  vessel,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  divert  my  fear,  by  employing 
me,  and  making  me  think  that  I  was  of  use.  Thus 
did  I  stand  firm  to  my  post,  wliile  the  wind  and  rain 
beat  upon  me,  always  exjiecting  a  call  to  pull  my 
rojie. 

The  man  with  one  eye  steered  ;  old  McDonald, 
and  Col  and  his  servant,  lay  upon  the  forecastle,  look- 
ing »harp  out  for  the  harbour.  It  was  ne<*e8sary  to 
carry  nmch  c/o/A,  as  they  termed  it.  that  is  to  say, 
much  sail,  in  order  to  keep  the  vessel  off  the  shore  of 
Col.  Ttiis  made  violent  jilunging  in  a  rough  sea. 
At  last  they  spied  the  harbour  of  Lochiem,  and  Otl 
cried,  "  Thank  God,  we  are  safe !"  ^Ve  ran  up  till 
we  were  opposite  to  it,  and  soon  afterwards  we  got 
into  it,  and  cast  anchor. 

Dr.  Johnson  had  all  this  time  been  quiet  and  un- 
concerned. He  Iiad  lain  down  on  one  of  the  l»eds, 
and  having  got  free  from  sickness,  M^as  satisfied. 
The  truth  is,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  danger  we  were 
in ' ;  but,  fearless  and  unconcerned,  might  have  said. 


>  tUe  at  twiti  mode  lighi  oT  it.  In  hi*  ]ct1«n  to  .Mn.  Thmlc.  "After 
baring  beo)  dttaiocd  hy  uamn  iiiany  cmy-i  •(  Skic,  we  Idi  ii,  m  we  ibought, 
wiih  «  fair  wind ;  hut  a  riuL-nt  sm\  which  ItiKwetl  hiut  ■  )tn-M  mind  tn  nUl 
•  temiMM,  filtrad  tu  intn  CW,in  OMCiire  nlsxi;  oa  which — 'nulk  ckntpHi  arbor 
■wtiiri  KCMttBT  MuL*'* — LeUert,  vol.  i.  p.  X&J. — Kd.  Thvir  iia>|ue.  In  ■  m* 
full  of  ialiiid>,  was  vtrj  considBi«bl«>  Indwd  th«  whole  expnlition  was  bighlj 
ptrilouk,  canaidCTing  the  lenon  of  the  year,  the  precaHoai  cbaace  of  getting  tea- 
wvrihj  boata,  and  the  i|;naranee  of  the  HebriikaQi,  who,  noiwithumdlng  tfat 
eypwuioido*.  I  may  lay  ihr  ttercfUie*  of  Ihrtr  situation,  an  viry  cwdcw  and 
unkOflil  aUon— Waltki  tkoTT.J 
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J«^*°  in  the  words  which  he  has  chosen  for  the  motto  to 
his  "  Kambler." 

Quo  me  eunquc  nplt  tcnipnUa,  defmir  hnpc«  *. 

Onc^,  (hiring  the  doubtful  consultations,  he  asked 
whither  we  were  guiiig;  and  upon  bt-'ing  told  that  it 
was  not  certain  whether  to  Midi  or  Col,  he  cried, 
"  Col  for  my  money !"  I  now  went  down,  with  Col 
and  Mr.  Simpson,  to  visit  him.  He  was  lyinj^  in 
pliilosophic'k  tranquillity  with  a  greyhound  of  Col's 
at  his  back,  keeping  liiin  warm.  Coi  i&  quite  the 
Jutems  qui  gaudet  canihuH.  He  had,  when  we  left 
Talisker,  two  greyhounds,  two  terriers,  a  pointer,  and 
a  large  Newfoundland  water-dog.  He  lost  one  of 
his  terriers  by  the  road,  hut  had  still  five  dogs  with 
him.  I  was  very  ill,  and  very  desirous  to  get  to 
shore.  When  2  was  told  tliat  we  could  not  land  that 
night,  as  the  storm  had  now  increased,  I  looked  so 
miserably,  as  Col  afterwards  informed  me,  that  what 
Shakspeare  has  made  the  Frenchman  say  of  the  Eu- 
ghsh  soldiers,  when  scantily  dieted,  "  Piteous  they 
will  look,  like  drowned  mice !"  might,  I  believe,  have 
been  well  applied  to  me.  There  was  in  the  harbour, 
before  us,  a  ('anij)bell-town  vessel,  the  Hetty,  Ken- 
neth Morison  master,  taking  in  kelp,  and  bound  for 
Ireland.  We  sent  our  boat  to  Ix^g  beds  for  two  gen- 
tlemen, and  that  the  master  would  send  his  boat, 
which  was  larger  than  ours.  He  accordingly  did  so, 
and  Col  and  I  were  acconnnodated  in  his  vessel  till 
the  morning. 

Moiidiiij,  'Uh  October. — About  eight  o'clock  we 
Ivent  in  the  boat  to  Mr.  Simpson's  vessel,  and  took 
in  Dr.  Johnson.  He  was  quite  well,  though  he  had 
tasted  nothing  but  a  dish  of  tea  since  Saturday  night. 
On  our  expressing  some  surprise  at  this,  he  said,  tliat 

>  For  as  tbe  letnpcst  drives,  I  iluipc  my  vkj. — Ii'bakcis, 


p» 


nT3.-«TAT. 


when  he  lodged  in  the  Temple,  and  had  no  regular  Tour  to 
Ry&tein  of  life,  lie  hud  fasted  for  two  days  at  a  time, 
during  wliiili  he  had  gone  about  visiting,  though  not 
at  the  hours  of  dinner  or  supper;  that  he  had  tlrunk 
tea,  but  eaten  no  bread ;  that  this  wan  uo  ititeutioiial 
fasting',  but  bajipened  just  in  the  course  of  a  literary 
life." 

There  was  a  little  miserable  publick-house  close 
upon  tlie  shore,  to  which  we  should  have  gone,  had 
we  landed  last  night :  but  this  morning  Col  resolved 
to  take  us  directly  to  the  house  of  Captain  Lauchlan 
M'Lean,  a  descendant  of  bis  family,  uho  had  ac- 
quired n  fortune  iu  the  Kast  Indies,  and  taken  a  farm 
in  Col.  We  had  about  an  English  mile  to  go  to  it. 
Col  and  Joseph,  and  some  others,  ran  to  some  little 
horses,  called  here  sheltiea^  that  were  rutniing  wild 
on  a  heath,  and  catched  one  of  them.  We  had  a 
saddle  with  us,  which  was  clapped  upon  it,  and  a 
straw  halter  was  put  on  its  head.  IJr.  Juliiison  was 
tlieu  mounted,  and  Joseph  very  slowly  and  gravely 
led  the  horse.  I  said  to  Dr.  Johnson,  "  I  wish,  sir, 
the  Club  saw  you  iu  this  attitude." 

It  was  a  very  heavy  rain,  and  I  was  wet  to  the 
skin.  Captain  M'Lean  hod  but  a  poor  temporary 
house,  or  rather  hut ;  however,  it  was  a  very  good 
haven  to  us.      There  was  a  blazing  peat  fire,  and 

■  [Tliii  «u  probabljr  the  uxat  kind  of  tiHtHlrntiiyital ^fii^tlng,  i*  d»t  wMch 
ancgntcil  la  liiin,  «c  an  cuUer  period,  tlu  Affecting  cpiihet  imprannn,  {anlt., 
•wTi.  p.  UYi.) — Walich  Scott.J 

*  Thi)  curious  cshibi'ioR  may  pcrhapn  remind  wmc  of  tnj  leuUn  ot  the 
ludicroui  lino  made,  duiirift  Sit  Rabm  WaJpolc'iailinimauaiioo,  on  Ur.  Georst 
(aftrrvanlii  Lonl)  L)'tirlion,  (hough  tho  liguia  of  the  two  penontgea  tnuii  be 
aOowcd  to  be  very  diflticut :  k 

**  Bat  wbo  w  thii  utridc  ibe  ponjr, 
So  kog.  so  \tma,  na  lank,  iu>  bdnj'  ? 
Dat  be  de  great  nrJiw,  Littleiony." — BoswELt. 

[TfaeK  liriO  arr  part  nfa  Kong  printed  under  a  palilical  csrimturv  print, 
Icvdkd  agwQit  Sir  Uobcrt  Wslpole,  c&llcd  7'^^  Motioi,  which  rcpt?scnt>  ■ 
duviot  dmwn  \ty  iUk  Kpirited  hanw*,  in  uid  ahoui  which  ue  the  chWs  at  the 
e^poiKion  nf  the  day,  [^mla  Chcitcrfeld  and  Carteret,  Duke  ot  Argyll,  Mr. 
.'W»d>-v,  &c._J^icA.  Auk.  vol.  ir.  p.  Vib. — Ld.] 
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JiZnT  ^^^'  ^'*^*'*"'  daughtt-r  of  the  minister  of  the  parish, 
got  us  tfa.     I  felt  still  the  motion  of  the  sea.     Dr. 
Johnson  ^aid,  it  was  not  in  imagination,  hut  a  con- 
tinuation of  motion  on  the  fluids  like  that  of  the  sea:| 
itself  after  the  storm  is  over. 

There  were  some  hooks  on  the  board  which  served 
as  a  chimney-piece.     Dr.  Johnson  took  up  "  Burnet's 
History  of  his  own  Times.**      He  said,  "  The  first 
part  of  it  is  one  of  the  most  entertaining  books  ia 
the  English  language;  it  is  quite  draroatick  :  while 
he  went  about  every  where,  saw  every  where,  and 
heard  every  where.     >5y  the  first  part,  I  mean  so  far 
as  it  appears  that  Burnet  himself  was  actually  en- 
gaged in  what  he  has  told ;  and  tliis  may  be  easily 
distinguished."     Captain  M*Lean  censured   Burnet, 
for  his  high  praise  of  Lauderdale  in  a  dedication, 
when  he  shows  him  in  his  history  to  have  been  so 
bad  a  man.     Johnson.  *'  I  do  not  think  nivself  that 
a  man  should  say  in  a  dedication  '  what  he  could  not 
say  in  a  history.      However,   allowance  should  be 
made ;  for  there  is  a  great  difterence.     The  known 
style  of  a  dedication  is  (latter)* :  it  professes  to  tiatter. 
There  is  the  same  difference  between  wliat  a  man  says 
in  a  de<ticatioit,  and  what  he  says  in  a  histor)*.  as  be- 
tween a  lawyer's  pleading  a  cause,  and  reporting  it." 
The  day  passe<l  away   pleasantly  enougli.     The 
wind  became  fair  for  Mull  in  the  evening,  and  Mr. 
l^ini[)8on  resolved  to  sail  ue.xt  morning;  but  having 
been  thrown  into  the  island  of  Col,  we  were  unwilling 
to  leave  it  unexamined,  especially  as  we  considered 
that  the  Campbell-town  vessel  would  sail  for  Mull  in 
a  day  or  two,  aud  therefore  we  determined  to  stay. 

Tuesfffit/,  5i/t  October. — I  rose,  and  wrote  my 
Journal  till  about  nine,  and  then  went  to  Dr.  John- 
eon,  who  sat  up  in  bed  and  talked  and  laughed.     I 

•  (Ssctfitf^p.  86,0.— E»  1 
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said,  it  was  curious  to  look  back  ten  years,  to  the  J.^"? 
time  when  we  first  thoug:ht  of  visiting  tlie  Hebrides, 
How  distant  and  improbable  the  scheme  then  ap- 
peared I  ^'et  here  we  were  actually  among  ihcni, 
"  Sir,"  fiaid  he,  "  people  may  come  to  do  any  thing 
abnoet,  by  talking  of  it.  f  really  believe  I  could 
talk  myself  into  buihling  a  house  upon  island  Isa, 
though  I  should  probably  never  come  back  again  to 
see  it.  I  could  easily  persuade  Reynolds  to  do  it; 
and  there  would  be  no  great  siu  in  persuading  him 
to  do  it.  Sir,  he  would  reason  thus  :  *  WTiat  will  it 
cost  me  to  be  there  once  in  two  or  three  summers  ? 
^Vhy,  perhaps,  five  hundred  pounds;  and  what  is 
that,  in  comparison  of  having  a  fine  retreat,  to  which 
a  man  can  go,  or  to  which  he  can  send  a  friend  ?* 
He  would  never  find  out  that  he  may  have  this  within 
twenty  miles  of  London.  Then  1  would  tell  him, 
that  he  may  marry  one  of  tlie  Miss  Mnclcoils,  a  lady 
of  great  family.  Sir,  it  is  surprising  how  people  will 
gu  to  a  distance  for  what  they  may  have  at  home.  I 
knew  a  lady '  who  came  up  from  Lincolnshire  to 
Knighlsbridge  with  one  of  her  daughters,  and  gave 
five  guineas  a  week  for  a  lodging  and  a  warm  bath  ; 
tJiat  is,  mere  wann  water.  7'//«/,  you  know,  could 
not  be  had  in  Lhico/usftire  /  She  said,  it  was  made 
either  too  hot  or  too  cold  there." 

After  breakfast.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I,  and  Joseph, 
niountef]  horses,  and  (W  and  the  i-aptain  walked 
with  us  about  a  short  mile  across  the  island.  We 
paid  a  visit  li>  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hector  M'Lean.  His 
parish  consistji  of  the  islands  of  Col  and  Tvr-yi.  He 
was  aliout  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  a  decent  eccle- 
riastick,  dressed  in  a  full  suit  of  black  clothes,  and  a 
black  wig.     He  apiH-art-fl  like  a  Dutch  pastor,  or  one 

•int'«"  at  Westminster.  Dr. 


sxciuhiy  of'  Uivhietf'''  a 

|Mi>.  I.Bn^(£n,  the  mother  of  lib  frtend. — En.] 
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Tour  to  Jolinson  obsen'ed  to  rae  afterwards,  "  that  he  was  a 
6ne  old  man,  and  was  as  well-dres«efl,  and  had  as 
much  dignity  iu  liis  api^arance,  as  the  deau  of  a 
cathedral."  ^^'e  were  told  that  he  had  a  valuable 
Hbran,  though  but  poor  aixonmiodalion  for  it,bein^ 
obliged  to  keep  his  books  in  large  chests.  It  was 
curious  to  see  lum  aud  Dr.  Johnson  together.  Neither 
of  them  heard  very  disliuctly;  so  each  of  them  talked 
in  his  o\m  way,  and  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  M'Lean 
said,  he  had  a  confutation  of  Baylc,  by  Leibnitz. 
JouxsoN*.  "A  confutation  of  Hayle,  sir!  What 
part  of  Bayle  do  you  mean  ?  The  greatest  part  of 
his  writings  is  not  confutable:  it  is  historical  and 
critical."  Mr.  M'Lean  said,  *'  the  irreligious  jiart ;" 
and  proceeded  to  talk  of  Leibnitz's  controversy  with 
Clarke,  calling  Leibnitz  a  great  man.  JoiiNsnx, 
"Why,  sir,  Leibnitz  persisted  in  afhrming  that 
Newton  called  sjKice  senxorutm  w/auhnjt,  notwith- 
standing he  was  corrected*  and  desired  to  observe 
that  Newton's  words  were  quasi  aefisorium  numinis. 
No,  sir ;  Leibnitz  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  as  I  know. 
Out  of  respect  to  Queen  Caroline,  who  jiatrouised 
him,  Clarke  treated  him  too  well." 

During  the  time  that  Di-.  Johnson  was  thus  going 
en,  the  old  minister  was  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  cresting  up  erect,  ]mlling  down  the  front  of 
his  periwig,  and  talking  what  a  great  man  Leibnitz 
was.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  scene  would  require  a 
page  vvith  two  columns;  hut  it  ought  rather  to  be 
represented  by  two  good  players.  The  old  gentleman 
said,  Clarke  was  very  wicked,  for  going  so  nmch  into 
the  Arian  system.  "  1  will  not  say  he  was  wicked," 
said  Dr.  Johnson;  "he  might  be  mistaken."  M'LeaN, 
"  He  was  wicked,  to  shut  his  eyes  agaiust  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  and  worthy  men  in  England  have  since  con- 
futed him  to  all  intents  and  purposes."     Johnsok. 
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*'  I  know  not  who  has  foiifuted  him  to  all  intenU  and  Tour  (» 
purj)Me}t.       Mere  a^ain  there  was  a  nouble  talking, 
each  continuing  to  maintain  liis  own  argument,  with* 
out  hearing  exactly  what  the  other  said. 

I  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  practise  the 
art  of  accoinuKHlating  liintself  to  diflierenl  8ort8  of 
people.  Had  he  been  softer  with  tliis  venerable  old 
man,  we  might  have  had  more  conversation  ;  but  his 
forcible  spirit,  and  impetuosity  of  manner,  may  be 
said  to  Rpare  neither  sex  nor  age'.  I  have  seen  even 
Mrs.  Thrale  stunned  ;  but  1  have  often  maintained, 
that  it  is  better  he  should  retain  his  ovra  manner. 
Pliability  of  address  I  conceive  to  be  inconsistent 
with  that  majestick  power  of  mind  which  he  possesses, 
ruul  which  produces  such  noble  effects.  A  lofty  oak 
will  not  bend  like  a  KUi>ple  willow. 

He  told  me  aftenvards,  he  liked  firmness  in  an  old 
than,  and  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  M'Lean  so  orthodox. 
'*  At  his  age,  it  is  too  late  for  a  man  to  be  asking 
himself  questions  as  to  his  belief." 

We  rode  to  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  where 
we  saw  the  ruins  of  a  church  or  chapel.  AVe  then 
proc^eeded  to  a  place  called  Grissipol,  or  the  rough 
pool. 

AtGrissipol  we  found  a  good  farm-house,  belonging 
to  the  Laird  of  Col,  and  possessed  by  Mr.  M'Sweyii. 
On  the  beach  here  there  is  a  singular  variety  of 
curious  stones.  I  pickctl  up  one  very  Hke  ft  small 
cucumber.  By  the  by,  I3r.  Johnson  told  me,  that 
Gay's  line  in  the  "  Beggar's  Opera,"  "  As  men  sliould 
serve  a  cucumber,"  &c.  has  no  waggish  meaning, 
with  reference  to  m*in  flinging  away  cucumbers  as 
too  coolingt  which  some  have  thought ;    for  it  has 

'  [If  pT.Jolinsonliad  fl«  been  in  thrlmbil  nf  rwultpp  th^-Joumnl,  wc  should, 
tnil^aH  of  tliu  mnoniiirsBce  umcd  indttecitj  at  htm,  have  here  had  the  dcuili 
of  ihc  lumlint'*)'  vlitcit  Rmwrll  refcrKta,  nnd  which  muM  hkte  bwn  pretty  *tmn 
u  mniod  Bn*wcll  ih«  liv«  vtoIwicv  '■•parrrt  ncitlwr  itgnnaTscx."— Kn.J 
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TgiiT  to  been  a  common  saying  of  physicians  in  Kngland, 
that  a  nicuniber  should  be  well  sliced,  and  dressed 
with  i>e|){>er  and  vinegai',  and  then  thro^^'n  out,  as 
good  for  nothing,  Mr.  M'Sweyu's  jiredectfisors  had 
been  in  Sky  from  a  very  remote  period,  upon  the 
estate  belonging  to  Macleod ;  probably  before  AJacleod 
had  it.  The  name  is  certainly  Norwegian '>  from 
SuefWj  Kiug  of  Norway.  The  present  Mr.  M'Sweyn 
left  Sk)-  ujtuD  the  late  Macleod's  raising  his  rents. 
He  then  got  this  farm  from  Co/. 

He  apjieared  to  he  near  fourscore;  but  looki^l  as 
fresh,  and  was  as  strong  as  a  man  of  fifty.  His  son 
Hugh  lookefl  older ;  and,  as  Dr.  Johnson  observed, 
had  more  the  manners  of  an  old  man  than  he.  I 
had  often  heard  of  such  int>taucei>,  hut  never  s;iw  one 
hefore,  Mrs.  M'Sweyn  was  a  decent  old  gentle- 
woman. She  was  ilressed  in  tartan,  and  could  speak 
nothing  but  Ki'se.  Slie  said,  she  taught  Sir  James 
M'Donald  Brse,  and  would  teach  me  soon.  I  could 
now  sing  a  verse  of  the  song  Hatyinjoani'eri-,  made 

•  [Al'Swyne  has  «n  «wkirud  lound,  but  ihe  iianie  b  held  to  he  of  high 

I  aniiqniiy,  both  in  the  Ilcbndes  vaA  itic  nonh  of  lrt.'lBa(l — Walter  Scott. 

.  In  me  coanlj  of  Docu^tal,  In  the  north  of  Inland,  it  (ingular  hol«  in  k  clilT^ 

Ooaiinuniciitin>;  wiUi  n  c«vc  helnv,  through  whii-)),  In  rcruiiii    nrrurnntancn  ot 

the  )wm  wid  winrf,  th-»priiy  ii  driven  up  with  urvat  force,  it  called  .V^^iiw'a 

(for  5l'S«reyn.'«)  gun.     The  nsmc,  no  doubt,  wu  on|;iDAl)r  ScandJiMviau,  bill 

lit  WW  bisblishtd  in   ICn|[Uitd  bi-futc  tbe  C-onqitcitt.     *'■  In  FcrleiA  (Ftmet/, 

'  Yorkihirc)  liodutn  n  Such  lubucnini,  6lc.  ubi  nunc  tuba  llbei-iut  lie  hwj" 

■  [IltUf/in  Jbam,  {ttt  ante,  p.  393).     A.  very  populu  «lr  in  the  Hebrides, 
frritLcn  la  the  [iraJM  And  gkny  of  AlUn  of  Alutdiu1«rh,  or  Allan  ot  Muidftrt, 
«  ihirf  orthe  C'tanrsiiald  familj.     The  fuUoviiig;  i»  ■  trttniUtkm  of  U  bjr  ■  fair 
LJbendof  tolne: 

X. 

Coirc,  hfl*'»  a  1>le^  w  foung  and  olcl, 

We  aaaff  [he  Itlood-rrd  wine ; 
A  h<-alt[i  to  Allan  Muidim  bold, 

The  dcMvtt  love  of  mine. 


cuoaui. 


Along,  along,  then  hjul«  along. 
For  here  no  more  I  '11  utay  ; 

I  '11  bnid  uid  bind  my  trentes  Iodk, 
And  o'er  th«  hllla  BW«y. 
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SI' 


in  honour  of  Allan,  the  famous  captain  of  Clanraiiald,  J^JVj" 
who  fell  at  Sherrif-muir ;  whose  servant,  who  lay  on 
the   field   watt-Iiing  his   master's   dead  body,  being 
asked  next  day  wlio  that  was,  answered,  "  He  was  a 
man  yesterday." 

Wc  were  entertained  here  with  a  primitive  hearti- 
ness. Whisky  was  ser\e<l  round  in  a  shell,  aecording 
to  the  ancient  Highland  custom.  Dr.  Johnson  would 
not  partake  of  it ;  but,  being  desirous  to  do  honour 
to  the  modes  "  of  other  times,"  drank  some  water  out 
of  the  shell. 

In  the  forenoon  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  it  would  re- 
quire great  resignation  to  live  in  one  of  these  islands," 
BoswELi..  "  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  have  felt  myself 
at  times  in  a  state  of  almost  mere  i>hysiial  existence, 
satisfied  to  eat,  drink,  and  sleep,  and  walk  about,  and 
enjoy  my  own  thoughts;  and  I  can  figure  a  conti- 
nuation of  this."     JoHNsoK.   "  Ay,  sir ;  but  if  you 


II. 

Wlwn  irara  blow  gurly  off  tbe  alraiwl, 

jVad  none  Uic  b»rk  iii»y  »ioct  ; 
Tbc  gnup  of  An^n'ii  %uaag  right  hand 

CaJinpcU  la-r  hixue  U  veer. 
Along,  tloojt  &C. 

TIL 

And  vh«n  to  old  Kilphcdu*  cunc 

StLch  troops  of  dunwU  ffay  ; 
S«y,  csmc  tliry  tliim  fur  Allui's  r«iiir. 

Or  cwne  they  thtn  to  prmy  ? 
Along,  Along,  &c. 

IV. 

And  when  lhe«e  duiira  of  bauty  ran 

Wkk  dancioj^  in  ihe  hall, 
<}ti  HMiie  wcrr  gniiA  mid  jrwch  ntr, 

And  ciunbric  cuif»  od  ill. 

Atontt,  >ln«i{!,  ihRi  hmKr  nwny, 

For  hen  no  motr  we  'II  stay : 
1*11  bnid  Mid  bind  my  trtMo>  long, 

And  e'er  the  hill*  iiw«y.— Wai.teii  8cdtt.] 


*  tSt.  FtWi,  ■  ehtudi  in  Sky— Ed.] 
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Tour  (o  were  shut  np  here,  your  own  thoughts  would  torment 
you :  you  would  thiuk  of  Ediuburgh  or  of  London, 
and  that  you  could  not  be  there." 

We  set  out  after  dinuer  for  Breatacha,  the  family 

LBeat  of  the  Laird  of  Col,  accompanied  by  the  young 

[laird,  who  had  now  got  a  horse,  and  by  the  younger 

Mr.  Al'Sweyn,  whose  wife  bad  gone  ttiitber  before 

us,  to  prepare  every  tfaiug  for  our  reception,  the  laird 

and  his  family  being  absent  at  Aberdeen.    It  is  called 

!Sreacailia,  or  the  Sj)otted  Kield,  because  in  Kuuuner 

(it  is  enamelled  with  clover  and  daisies,  as  young  Vol 

^told  me.     We  passed  by  a  place  where  there  is  a  very 

large  Rtune,  I  may  call  it  a  roelt ;  '*  a  vast  weight  for 

Ajax."     The  tradition  is,  that  a  giant  tlu-ew  such 

another  stone  at  his  mistress,  up  to  the  top  of  a  hiU, 

at  a  small  distance ;  and  that  she,  in  return,  threw 

tbiti  mass  down  to  him.     It  was  all  in  8[>urt. 

As  we  advanced,  we  came  to  a  large  extent  of  plam 
ground.  I  had  not  seen  such  a  place  for  a  long 
time.  Col  and  I  took  a  gallop  upon  it  by  way  of 
race.  It  was  very  refreshing  to  nie,  after  having  been 
so  long  taking  short  steps  in  hilly  eouulries.  It  was 
like  stretching  a  man's  legs  after  being  cramiwd  in  a 
short  bed.  W'e  also  passed  close  by  a  large  extent 
of  sand-hills,  near  two  miles  square.  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  **  he  never  had  the  image  before.  It  was  hor- 
rible, if  barrenness  and  danger  could  be  so."  I  heard 
him,  after  we  were  in  the  house  of  Hreacacha,  re- 
peating to  himself,  as  he  walked  about  the  room, 

'*  Ant)  »Tnoih«'d  in  the  duaty  vliltlwiiu],  dies." 

Probably  he  had  been  thinking  of  the  whole  of  the 
simile  in  Cato,  of  which  that  is  the  concluding  line; 
the  sandy  desert  had  struck  him  so  strongly.     The 
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mid  has  of  late  been  blown  over  a  good  deal  of  Tout  ta 
meadow ;  and  the  people  of  the  iisland  say,  that  their 
fathers  remembered  mucit  of  the  space  which  is  now 
covered  with  sand  to  have  been  under  tillage.  Cota 
house  is  situated  on  a  bay  called  Breacacha  Bay.  We 
found  here  a  neat  new-built  gentleman's  house,  better 
than  any  we  had  been  in  since  we  were  at  Lord 
Errol's.  Dr.  Johnson  relished  it  mndi  at  5rst,  but 
soon  remarked  to  me,  that  "  there  was  nothing  be- 
coming a  chief '  ahout  it :  it  was  a  mere  tradesman's 
box."  He  seemed  quite  at  home,  and  no  longer 
found  any  difficulty  in  using  the  Highland  address ; 
for  as  soon  as  we  arrived,  he  said,  with  a  spirited 
familiarity,  "  Now,  Col,  if  you  could  get  us  a  dish 
of  tea."  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  had  each  an  excellent 
bedchamber.  We  had  a  dispute  which  of  us  had  the 
Iwst  curtains.  His  were  rather  the  best,  being  of 
linen ;  but  I  insisted  that  my  bed  had  the  best  posts, 
which  was  undeniable.  "  Well,"  said  he,  **  if  you 
haee  the  best  posU^  we  will  have  you  tied  to  them 
and  whipped."  I  mention  lliis  slight  circumstance, 
only  to  show  how  ready  he  is,  even  in  mere  trifles, 
to  get  the  better  of  bis  antagonist,  by  placing 
him  in  a  ludicrous  view.  I  have  known  him  some- 
times use  the  same  art,  when  hard  pressed  in  serious 
disputation  *. 

IVedncsdatj,  M  Oc/oher. — After  a  suflieiency  of 
sleep,  we  assembled  at  breakfast  We  were  just  as 
if  in  barracks.  Ever\'  body  was  master.  We  went 
and  viewed  the  old  castle  of  Col,  which  is  not  far 
from  the  present  house,  near  the  shore,  and  founded 

>  [Col,  ihottfh  a  i^ntWlnsn  of  lAiided  ciUte,  could  hardly  b<  CkUcd  ■  ffti^; 
od  It  WM  Boiiredly  *  imvlc  of  icikmI  *citap  in  suit  the  charade  of  hii  bouM  to 
the  ftaie  and  timM  in  which  he  lived. — Eo.] 

<[Hrrc  fnlluvnirtfiUUnitth'ii  application  of  a  lirdf  Mjring  In  me  ofCiMwr'a 
cornMK*,  almuly  told,  aalr.  p.   101.— Ett.) 


I*  »m  II 
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Tour  to  on  a  rock.     It  has  never  been  a  laree  feudal  residence, 
and  lias  uothing  about  it  that  requires  a  particular 
description.     Like  other  old  iuconvenient  buildings 
^of  tlie  same  age.  it  exemplified  Gray's  picturesque 
lines, 

"  Hii|^  ■  ■indosk  U»t  mcluite  tltc  ll^hl. 
And  {WNMgc*  diu  lead  lo  nothiig." 

It  may,  however,  be  worth  mentioning,  that  on  the 
second  story  we  saw  a  vault,  which  was,  and  still  is, 
the  rnnnly  prison.  There  was  a  woman  put  into  it 
by  the  laird,  for  theft,  within  these  ten  years;  and 
any  offender  would  be  confim^  there  yet ;  for,  from 
[the  necessity  of  the  thin^,  as  the  island  is  remote 
tfrom  any  power  established  by  law,  the  laird  nmst 
exercise  his  jurisdiction  to  a  certain  degree. 

We  were  shown,  in  a  corner  of  this  vault,  a  hole, 
into  which  Col  said  greater  criminals  used  to  be  put. 
It  was  now  filled  up  with  rubbish  of  different  kinds. 
lie  said,  it  was  of  a  great  depth,  "  Ay,"  said  Dr. 
Johnson,  smiling,  **  alt  such  places  that  are  filled  np 
were  of  a  great  depth."  He  is  very  quick  in  showing 
that  he  does  not  give  credit  to  careless  or  exaggerated 
accounts  of  things.  After  seeing  the  castle,  we  looked 
at  a  small  hut  near  it.  It  is  called  Tvi^h  Franchhh, 
i.  e.  tlie  Frenchman's  House.  Col  could  not  tell  us 
the  history  of  it.  A  i>oor  man  with  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren now  lived  in  it.  We  went  into  it,  and  Dr. 
Johnson  gave  them  some  charity.  There  was  but 
one  brtl  for  all  the  family,  and  the  hut  was  very 
smoky.  When  he  came  out,  he  said  to  me,  "  ^t 
hoc  necundum  senteitfiam  philosophorum  est  esse 
heaius."'  Boswell.  "  The  philosophers,  when  they 
placed  happiness  in  a  cottage,  supposed  cleanliness 
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Johnson.  '*  Sir,  they  did  not  think  Tour  to 


and  no  smoke." 
about  either." 

We  walked  a  little  in  the  laird's  garden,  in  which 
endeavours  iiave  been  used  to  rear  some  trees ;  but, 
08  soon  as  they  got  above  the  surrounding  wall,  they 
died.  Dr.  Johnson  recommended  sowing  the  seeds 
of  hardy  trees,  instead  of  planting. 

Co/  and  I  rode  out  this  morning,  and  viewed  a 
part  of  the  island.  In  the  course  of  our  ride,  we 
saw  a  turnip-ticld,  which  he  liad  hoed  with  his  own 
hands.  He  first  introduced  this  kind  of  huslmndry 
into  the  Western  islands.  We  also  looked  at  an 
apfK'arance  of  lead,  which  seemed  very  promising. 
It  has  been  long  knomi ;  for  I  found  letters  to  the 
late  laird,  from  Sir  John  Areskiue  and  Sir  Alexander 
Murray,  respecting  it. 

After  dinner  came  Mr.  M'Lean,  of  Comeck,  bro- 
ther to  Istc-o/'-yCucky  who  is  a  cadet  of  the  family  of 
Coi,  He  possesses  the  two  ends  of  Col,  which  be- 
long to  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  Cortieck  had  lately 
taken  a  lease  of  them  at  a  very  advanced  rent,  rather 
than  let  the  Campbells  get  a  footing  in  the  island, 
one  of  whom  had  offered  nearly  as  much  as  he.  Dr. 
Johnson  well  observed,  that  "  landlords  err  much 
when  they  calculate  merely  what  their  land  m(njy\v\A. 
The  rent  must  be  in  a  proportionate  ratio  of  what 
the  land  may  yield,  and  of  the  jwwer  of  the  tenant 
to  make  it  yield.  A  tenant  cannot  make  by  bis 
land,  but  according  to  the  corn  and  cattle  which  he 
has.  Suppose  you  should  give  him  twice  as  nuich 
land  as  he  has,  it  does  him  no  good,  unless  he  gets 
also  more  stock.  It  is  clear  then,  that  the  Highland 
landlords,  who  let  their  substantial  tenants  leave 
them,  are  infatuated;  for  the  [Hxir  small  tenants 
cannot  give  them  good  rents,  from  the  verj'  nature 
of  things.     They  have  not  the  means  of  raising  more 
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Tour  to  from  their  farms."  Corneckt  Dr.  Juhiisoii  said,  was 
the  most  distiuct  niau  that  he  had  met  witli  in  these 
isles;  he  did  not  shut  his  eyes,  or  put  his  hnpper  in 
bis  ears,  which  he  seemed  to  tliink  wa«  a  good  deal 
the  mode  with  moat  of  the  people  whom  we  have 
seen  of  late. 

Thurxdoy,  1th  OcUiber. — Captain  M'Lean  joined 
us  this  morning  at  breakfast.  There  came  on  a 
di*eadful  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  continued  all 
day,  and  rather  increased  at  night.  The  wind  was 
directly  against  our  getting  to  Mull.  We  were  in  a 
strange  state  of  abstraction  from  the  world :  we  could 
neither  hear  from  our  friends,  nor  write  to  them. 
Col  had  brought  Daille  "on  tlie  Fathers,"  Lucas 
"  on  Happiness,"  and  More's  '*  Dialogues,"  from  the 
Reverend  Mr.  M'Leau's,  and  Burnet's  "  HLstory  of 
hi«  Own  Times"  from  Captain  M'Lcan's ;  and  he 
had  of  liis  own  some  hooks  i^i  farming,  and  Gregory's 
*'  Geometry."  Dr.  Johuson  read  a  good  deal  of 
Burnet,  and  of  Gregory,  and  I  observed  he  made 
s*»me  geometrical  notes  in  the  end  of  his  pwket-book. 
I  read  a  little  of  Young's  "  Six  \Veeks*  Tour  through 
the  Southern  Counties,"  and  Ovid^s  "  Epistles,"  which 
I  had  bought  at  Inverness,  and  which  helped  to  solace 
many  a  weary  hour. 

We  were  to  have  gone  with  Dr.  Johnson  this 
morning  to  see  the  mine,  but  were  prevented  by  the 
storm.  M'hile  it  was  raging,  lie  said,  "  We  may  be 
glad  we  are  not  damnaii  ad  metaifn  '.'* 

l^r'tdatj^  ^tk  Octvher. — Dr.  Johnson  apjieared  Xo- 
day  very  weary  of  our  present  confined  situation. 
He  said,  "  I  want  to  be  on  the  main  land,  and  go  on 
witli  existence.     This  is  a  waste  of  life." 

I  shall  here  insert,  without  regard  to  chronology, 
Hooie  of  his  conversation  at  different  times. 
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"  There  was  a  man  some  time  asro,  who  was  well  Tourw 
received  lor  two  years,  among  the  gentlemeu  or 
Nortliaiiiptunshire,  by  railing  liiinself  my  brother. 
At  last  he  grew  so  impudent,  ns  by  his  influence  to 
gel  tenants  turned  out  of  their  farms.  Allen  the 
printer',  who  is  of  that  comity,  canity  to  ine,  asking, 
with  much  appearance  of  doubtfulness,  if  1  had  a 
brother;  and  upon  l>eiug  assured  I  had  none  alive, 
be  told  mc  of  the  im{>08ition,  and  ijnmediately  ^Tote 
to  the  couutvy,  and  the  fellow  was  dismissed.  It 
pleased  luv  tu  hear  that  so  mucb  was  got  by  using 
my  name.  It  is  not  every  name  that  can  carry  double; 
do  both  fur  a  man's  self  and  his  brother  (laughing). 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  fellow.  However,  I  could 
have  done  nothing  against  him.  A  man  can  have 
no  redress  for  his  name  being  used,  or  ridiculous 
storieJi  being  told  of  him  in  the  ne\v8|>aj>ers,  except 
he  can  show  that  he  has  suffered  damage.  Some 
years  ago  a  foolish  piece  was  published,  said  to  be 
written  '  by  S.  Johnson.*  Some  of  ray  friends  wanted 
me  to  be  very  angrv-  about  this.  I  said,  it  would  he 
in  vain ;  for  the  answer  would  be,  '  S.  Johnson  may 
be  Siinou  Johnson,  or  Simeon  Johnson,  or  Solomon 
Johnson  \'  and  even  if  the  full  name,  Samuel  John- 
son, had  been  used,  it  might  be  said,  Mt  is  not  you; 
it  h>  a  much  duverer  fellow-.* 

"  Beauclerk,  and  I,  and  I.Jington,  and  Lady  Sydney 
Beauclerk,  mother  to  our  friend,  w  ere  one  day  driving 
in  a  coach  by  Cuper's  Gardens',  which  were  then  un- 

•  [FdmunA  Allttt,  n  worthy  anA  rejMiuble  printer  in  Bolucourt.  Fie  uta 
far  iiiwijr  ^vkn  JoliriMn's  nri^lihcmt,  UmlSortl,  nnil  fricnil  (amfr,  rnl.  i.  jk  4HI ). 
He  wu  iIm  toa  of  the  Rev.  Tltoma*  AUiti.  a  picnn  ■nt)  k-nniL-H  rran,  who 
far  forty  jttu*  aaa  rnlor  or  Kclurfi^.  in  NoithAnifXon-hirc.  ard  dk-U  wh'de 
■tadiofi  tliD  evening  Mnirr  tlim  oo  Sunday,  31st  .Mxy,  ly.Vf,  »t.  "H.—  Xirh. 
Am/e.  vol.  iif.  p.  7»ft.— Kn.l 

■  [Tho  mtmtOic  aulhor  of  llui\n  Thnimbo  wai  iwiccd  Armw/  Johntvm.  H« 
W  nCWiuUT  ■  dHKtB(;-niai>:rr,  liul  wrnt  iin  the  >U>gr,  wherr  tria  acting  «nu 
■kMEtangntwbtopitM*.  He  died  in  Ihn  very  yrar,  I773.umI  vm  pmbably 
mecfte  pwaoiH  wlioMdcall)  b  illudvd  to,  foit,  17Ut  April,  177B — En.) 

■  |An  Infcrtor phw of  popalar am u*cmcn t.  orcrthc  «i(t-  nT  which  thcaoulhcm 
KppTMch  u  Wkictlocbaagc  now  |iwk^ — Ko-  \ 
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occnpied.  I,  in  sport,  proposed  that  Beaiirlerk,  and 
LauigtoD,  and  myself  should  take  them ;  and  we 
anniaed  ourselves  with  scbeming  bow  we  should  alt 
do  our  parts.  Lady  Sydney  grew  angry,  and  said* 
'an  old  man  should  not  put  such  things  in  young 
people's  heads.*  She  had  no  notion  of  a  joke,  sir; 
bad  come  late  into  life,  and  had  a  mighty  unpliable 
understanding  ^ 

*'  Carte's  'Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond'  Is  con- 
fddered  as  a  book  of  authority ;  but  it  is  ill-^^TitteIl. 
The  matter  is  diffused  in  too  many  words;  there  is 
no  animation,  no  compression,  no  rigour.  Two  good 
volumes  in  duodecimo  might  be  made  out  of  the  two 
in  folio." 

Talking  of  oiur  confinemeut  here,  I  observed,  tiiat 
our  discontent  and  impatience  could  not  be  considered 
as  very  unreasonable;  for  that  we  were  just  in  the 
stAte  of  which  Seneca  coniplains  so  grievously,  while 
in  exile  in  Corsica.  "  Yes,"  said  Dr.  Johnson ;  **  and 
he  was  not  farther  from  home  than  we  are."  The 
truth  is,  he  was  much  nearer'. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  rain  to-day,  and  the 
wind  was  still  contrary.  Corneck  attended  me,  while 
I  amused  myself  in  examining  a  collection  of  papers 
Monging  to  the  family  of  Cof,  The  first  laird  was 
a  younger  son  of  the  chieftain  M'Lean,  and  got  the 
middle  part  of  Col  for  his  patrimony.  Dr.  Johnson 
ha\-ing  given  a  very  particular  account  [which  is 
subjoined^]  of  the  connexion  between   this  family 

>  [Sbc  VM  MftTj,  (Uujjbur  ofTlMNiiu  Nunl»,  bi^.  of  Spekc,  to  Lancailiire.  .1 
Slic  uiuiicd  Lurd  tAfAoKj  in  173ii — fii>-|  f| 

■  K'-onica  u  nbotil  vne  hundred  wk)  bftjr  miles  from  ItoaiCb     Co)  n  fren 
Lonooo  upwuds  offuui  buodreO — Ku.j 

*  "  VtTf  near  tile  houw  of  .Moclfui  kuuuIi  tbc  cwdc  ofColr  which  wu  lbs  .1 
ituniloa  of  the  Utrd,  till  the  Houm:  wu  buili.  li  b  built  upoo  ■  nek,  m  Mr..*] 
BotwcU  raniarlud,  tlwt  il  ruipht  iu>t  tw  minoil.  It  w  vny  ttnuig,  aod  hariili; 
beoi  not  long  iinin habited,  in  yet  in  »pair.  On  tltc  wkll  wu.  Dot  long  sfp),  • 
•Umc  witli  aa  iatcnption,  loipOitiDR,  that  '  if  any  inun  itf  ilic  rUn  of  MMluaidi 
•hkll  ajipTW  bcTurc  tliin  (Mtlc,  thouf;h  \ir  rotate  k  aiidiii|(hl,  viih  a  man's  head 
ia  Ilia  hsoU,  be  tlull  then  tbd  aafi-ty  «id  |KOtMtiiai  ■gaitui  all  but  lite  long.' 


atjd   a    l»Tflneh   of  the   family  of  Camerons,  called  Tourw 
M'Louicli,  I  shall  only  insert  the  following  document 
(which  I  found  in  CoTs  cabinet),  as  a  proof  of  its 
CQutiuuauce,  even  to  a  late  period : 

«  TO  TtTE  LAIRI)  OF  COL. 

"Slrodc.  llih  March.  1737. 

"Db^s  sir, — The  long-stAiuliiig  tract  of  firm  afTectiuimtc 
frirndship  'twixt  your  worthy  preilecessors  and  ours  aflurds  ua 
such  assurance,  as  tbat  wc  may  have  full  relyance  on  your  fa- 
vour and  undoubted  friendship,  in  recoinuiending  the  bearer, 
Ewen  CatnCTon,  our  cousin,  don  to  the  deceast  Dugall  jM'Coiinill 
of  Innermaillie,  sometime  in  Glenpeaii,  to  your  favour  and 
condnct,  vho  is  a  mac  of  undoubted  honesty  and  discTction, 
only  that  he  ha^  the  niitifortune  of  being  a]ledf;ed  to  have  beea 
acceMory  to  the  killiiiff  uf  one  of  AI-JMurUu's  fuiuily  about  four* 
teen  yeorft  ago,  upon  whit-h  alledgeance  iht-  M-MiiTt'\n»  are  now 
»o  langutne  on  revengiug,  that  they  are  fully  resolved  for  the 
deprivation  of  his  life ;  to  the  preventing  of  which  you  are 
relyed  on  by  us,  as  the  only  fit  instrument,  and  a  most  capable 
person.  Therefore  your  favour  and  j)roteetion  is  exjK-'cted  and 
intrented,  during  his  good  behaviour;  and  failing  of  which 
behaviour,  you  11  please  to  uhc  him  as  a  most  insignificant 
]ierMin  deserves. 

"  Sir,  he  had,  upon  the  aUedgeance  foresaid,  been  tranttported, 
Ht  Lochicl'*  dewre,  to  France,  tu  gratify  the  M'Martins,  and, 
upon  his  return  home,  about  five  years  ago,  married.     But  now 

**  Thb  la  an  old  MlghUnd  trMty  xaitde  u|>oii  n  rity  mcriAmble  occufon. 
Uadca&,tbe  wti  of  John  Ofnr*  I  one  of  the  undent  l&inLsl,  wlio  recovered  Col, 
and  oooqiirMd  Bmta,  had  ol>Uin«u.  h  Is  uld,  frcrm  Jame*  the  Second,  i  gnat  or 
dw  bode  of  Loctiicl,  forttited^  I  stippoite,  by  tonic  offi-nce  ajtoiiul  ibc  %\mU:. 

'■Fmfciutl  uitaiowerc  not  in  ihMedajraquietlxml^ned;  Madcan.  ilKKforv, 
went  wiih  ui  armed  forcr  lo  tcin;  hit  nc«  pmimwioRs  nnd  I  know  not  fat  what 
nMOD,  ukA  hi«  wife  *ith  him.  Tlii- Comcroti' fti*c  in  <li.r«-n«;  (jfihcir  chief, 
sad  a  batUd  wait  fmi^ht  u  the  hod  of  l<cch  Nt-M.  ni^oi  Uil-  ^Iacc  when  Fort 
Au^ltui  now  ataniU,  tn  whicli  lyochirl  obLaiaul  ibc  victorj,  and  MbcU'Bii,  with 
his  fulloTen,  wu  defeated  and  dir»in>yi.il. 

**  The  Udy  fell  ir.to  the  bandit  »f  ibc  caiiquerftn,  and  htinfi  found  prcKDSM 
VM  placed  jn  the  cuuodr  of  iMadonirb,  tmi;  of  n  iHbr  or  familr  branched  fmni 
Caaaoa,  with  ordi:n,  if  ahc  hrought  a  boy,  to  dcitroj  bini,  if  a  girl,  lo  tpue 
hv. 

"Macloaich'H  wife,  who  wa*  with  child  1ikcwiw,hsd  a  gvl  about  ibc  uuiic  time 
at  which  Lady  MacJean  brouftht  a  hoy.  uid  Madonirb.  with  more  grn'TiMilr  lo 
hutwpiiTeihanliilrlily  luhi*  tni)it,riintrivcd  that  the  cliilflmmhmild  be  changed. 

"Maclean  being  ihu*  |»txHencd  fmin  death,  in  tltnc  rctovrnd  hia  original  p^ 
tmnony  j  and,  in  jtratitudc  to  his  fiicnd,  made  his  nutlc  a  place  of  nttigv  to 
anjof  thedan  thalnhoiild  ihink  himM-lfiniUncrr:  am),  a«  a  proof  of  r«dpnKal 
eonSdaea,  Maclean  took  upon  bimtelf  and  hU  piwK-riiy  tht  care  nf  nlucating 
llie  heir  nf  Illiwloiiirli.''— /'wrwi-ti,  IVotK-;  col.  viii.  p.  STfi- 
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W  M  ao  BHck  tboc^nl  lij  the  U'lf  artitu,  that  be  is  not 
wane  cnovgh  to  lUj  where  be  ia,  being  Ardmurchan,  whi(^ 
nrrjBnnt  dus  trouble  to  toil  Wuhing  prosperity  and  lu^pi- 
■esi  to  attend  adll  roonelf^  worthj  lady,  and  good  family,  we 
ar^m  the  moat  ill  i  liraMfr  roimr.Tlrar  irir,  yonr  mnrt  ohUgnd, 
■ftctiopite,  and  naott  faombte  aerTaiit*, 

"  DcGALL  CamekoNj  of  Strtme, 

'-  DuGAix  Camkeon,  c^Barr, 

"  OvGXL.1.  CiMEROs,  orlnTeriskTOuilline, 

"  DcQALL  Cameron,  of  InvhiTalie." 

£«ra  Caroeron  tta»  protected,  and  his  son  has 
now  a  farm  frnn  the  Laird  of  Col,  in  MuIL 

The  {amily  of  Coi  was  very  loyal  in  the  time  of 
the  great  MootzoceS  from  whom  I  found  two  letters 
iB  his  own  handwriting.     The  first  is  as  follows : 

«FOa  MY  VERT  hOVISO  FUEND^  THE  LAIKD  OF  COALI* 

"  StKthMme,  aoth  Jan.  1646. 
"  SiK, — I  nuut  beaitOy  tliank  yon  for  all  your  willingness 
and  good  affectkn  to  hia  majesty's  service,  and  paiticalarly  the 
iwpding  aloogs  of  tout  son,  to  who  I  will  heave  ane  particular 
respect,  hopeing  also  that  you  will  still  continue  ane  goode 
inctriuDent  for  the  advanceing  ther  of  the  king's  service,  for 
vbich,  and  all  jour  fwmer  loyal  c^arriages,  be  confident  you 
shall  God  the  e&cts  of  his  ma's  favour,  as  they  can  be  witnessed 
you  by  your  very  faithful  &iende,  "  Montrose." 

The  other  is, 

"  FOR  THE  LAIRD  OF  COL. 

"  Petty,  17th  April,  1646. 

'*  Sib, — Having  occasion  to  write  to  your  fields,  I  cannot  be 
forgetful  of  your  willingness  and  good  affection  to  his  majesty's 
service.  I  acknowledge  to  you,  and  thank  you  heartily  fbr  it, 
assuring,  that  in  what  lies  in  my  power,  you  shall  find  the  good. 
Meanwhile,  I  shall  expect  that  you  will  continue  your  loyal 
endeavours,  in  wishing  those  slack  people  that  are  about  you, 
to  appear  more  obedient  than  they  do,  and  loyal  in  their  prince's 
service;  whereby  I  assure  you,  yon  shall  find  me  ever  your 
fiuthful  friend,  "  Montbosb^." 

>  [Tb«  third  «ui  sod  fiist  muqiiu,  bora  ia  1613,  bdie«ded  st  EdiDbnnrii, 
31«t  Mmj,  16501— Ed.] 

*  It  k  abatmbie  dut  mea  of  the  first  tank  tpA  vtry  ill  in  the  ImI  eatitaiy. 
In  the  fint  of  these  lettcn  I  bsve  pmuiad  the  iKiffxai-tfrnOiof;. — Soswai.t.. 
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I  found  some  uncouth  liiies  on  the  death  of  the  Tout » 
present  laird's  father,  entitled  "  Nature's  Elegy  upon 
the  Death  of  Donald  IMacleaa  of  CoL"  They  are 
not  worth  innertion.  1  shall  only  give  what  is  called 
his  epitaph,  which  Dr.  Johnson  said  "  was  not  so 
very  bad." 

"Nature**  minion,  Virtue'*  wonder, 
Art'i  corrective  here  lye«  undn." 

I  asked,  what  "  Art's  corrective*'  meant.  "  ^Vhy, 
Rir,"  said  be,  '*  that  the  laird  was  so  exquisite,  that 
be  set  Art  right,  when  she  was  wTong," 

1  found  several  letters  to  the  late  0>/,  from  ray 
father's  old  companion  at  Paris,  Sir  Hector  M'Lean, 
oue  uf  which  was  written  at  the  time  of  settling  the 
colony  in  Georgia.  It  dissuades  Col  from  letting 
people  go  there,  and  assures  liiin  there  will  soon  be 
an  opportunity  of  employing  them  better  at  home'. 
Hence  it  ap|}ears  that  emigration  from  the  Highlands, 
tbougb  not  in  such  nvunhers  at  a  time  as  of  late,  has 
always  been  practised.  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that 
*'  The  lairds,  instead  of  improving  their  country, 
diminiKhetl  their  people." 

There  are  several  districts  of  sandy  desert  in  Col. 
There  are  forty-eight  lochs  of  fresh  water;  but  many 
of  them  are  very  small — mere  pools.  Alwut  one 
half  of  them,  however,  have  trout  and  eel.  There  is 
a  great  number  of  horses  in  the  island,  mostly  of  a 
small  size.  Being  uverstocketl,  they  .'^^ll  }>onie  in 
Tir-yi,  and  on  the  main  land.  Their  black  cattle, 
which  are  chiefly  rough-haired,  are  reckoned  remark- 
ably good.  The  climate  being  very  mild  in  winter, 
they  never  put  their  beasts  in  any  house.  The  lakes 
are  never  frozen  so  as  to  bear  a  man ;  and  snow  never 

•  [Thi»  wM  DbnomXf  vrilttn  pnTions  W,  and  in  npccfation  of  iha  rcbaUion 
on7« E».] 
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J^w  lies  a)K)ve  a  few  hours.  They  have  a  good  many  Rhee|i, ' 
which  they  eat  mostly  themselves,  and  sell  but  a  few. 
They  have  goats  iu  several  places.     There  are  no"' 
foxes ;  no  serpents,  toads,  or  frogs,  nor  any  venomous ' 
creature.     They  have  otters  and  mice  here ;  but  had 
no  rats  till  latelv  that  an  American  vessel  brought 
them.     There  is  a  rabbit-warren  on  the  north-east  of 
the  island,  belunging  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle.  Yoimg- 
Cot  intends  to  get  some  hares,  of  which  there  are 
none  at  present.     'ITiere  are  no  b!ack-cock»  muir-fowl, 
nor  partridges;  but  there  are  snipe,  wild-duck,  wild- 
geese,  and  swanSt  in  winter;  wild-i»igeons,  plover, 
and  great  numbers  of  starlings ;  of  which  I  shot  some, 
and  found  them  i)rL'tty  good    eating.       Woodcocks 
come  hither,  though  there  is  not  a  tree  «|>ou  the' 
island.     There  arc  no  rivers  in  Col ;  but  only  some 
brooks,  in  which  there  is  a  great  %'ariety  of  fi.sh.     In 
the  whuie  isle  there  are  but  three  hills,  and  none  of 
Ihem  considerable,    for  a    Highlaiul  country.     The 
people  are  very  industrious.     Every  man  can  tan. 
They  get  oak,  and  birch-bark,  and  lime,  from  the 
main   land.     Some  have  pits;  but  they  commonly 
use  tubs.      I  saw  brogues  very  well    tanned;   and 
every  man  can  make  them.     They  nil  make  candles 
of  the    tallow    of  their   beasts,  both    moulded    and 
dippe*l;  and  they  all  make  oil  of  the  livers  offish. 
The  little  fish  called  cuddies  produce  a  great  deal. 
They  sell  some  oil  out  of  the  island,  and  they  use  it 
much  for  light  in  their  houses,  in  little  iron  lamps, 
most  of  wliifh  they  have  from  England ;  but  of  late 
their  own  blacksmith  makes  them.     He  is  a  goo<l 
workman  ;  but  be  has  no  employment  in  shoeing 
horses,  for  they  all  go  nuHhoi]  here,  except  some  of  a 
better  kind  belonging  to  young  CW,  which  were  now 
in  Mull.     There  are  two  cariwnters  in  Co! ;  but  most 
of  the  inhabitants  can  do  something  as  boat-carpenters. 
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Tliey  csm  all  dye.  Heath  is  used  for  yellow ;  nnd  for  T"*"  "• 
red,  a  moss  wiiuh  grows  on  stones.  1  hey  make  uroad- 
cloth,  and  tartan,  and  linen,  of  their  own  wool  and 
flax«  sufficient  for  their  own  use ;  as  also  ntockings. 
Their  bonnets  come  from  the  main  land.  Hardware 
and  several  small  articles  are  brought  annually  from 
Greenock,  and  sold  in  the  only  shop  in  the  island, 
^hich  is  kejH  near  the  house,  or  rather  but,  used  for 
publick  worship,  tlicre  being  no  church  in  the  island. 
The  inliabitants  of  Col  liave  increased  considerably 
within  these  thirty  years,  as  api>ears  from  the  jiarish 

'  registers.  There  are  but  three  considerable  tacksmen 
on  CWs  part  of  the  island  :  the  rest  is  let  to  small 
tenant^  some  of  whom  pay  so  low  a  rent  as  four, 
three,  or  even  two  guineas.  The  highest  is  seven 
|H»uud>i,  paid  by  a  farmer,  whose  son '  goes  yearly  on 
foot  to  Aberdeen  for  etlncntion,  nnd  in  .summer  re- 
turns, and  act.s  as  a  schoolinaster  in  Col.  Ur.  John- 
sou  said,  "There  is  something  noble  in  a  young  man's 
walking  two  hundred  miles  and  back  again,  every 
year,  for  the  sake  of  learning." 

This  day  a  number  of  |)euple  came  io'Colt  with 
complaints  of  each  other's  trespasses.  Comeck,  to 
prevent  their  being  troublesome,  told  them,  that  the 
lawyer  from  Kdiiibiirgh  was  here,  and  if  they  did  not 
agree,  he  would  take  them  to  task.  They  were  ahinned 
at  this ;  said,  they  had  never  been  UHed  to  go  to  law, 
and  hoped  CW  would  settle  matters  himself.  In  the 
evening  Conwck  left  us. 

Sainrdaij,  Qth  Octuiier. — Aa,  in  our  present  con- 

ffinemeiil,  any  thing  that  had  even  the  name  of  cu- 


■  IDr.  Johitton  kIaus  ihifi  tact  with  «  ponip  irliicit  cmtcd  ■  TiiIkc  cpinioa 
*^.a  ihe  }nnn^  l^ini  .if  Col  *a»  himself  tlii^  pcrijitdrtir.  "Cnl  w  nn)rp  en- 
li|:hteOMl  rhan  Mmic  other  L«l.uids.  for  dK  dctickncy  \r^  uiMnicticinJ  t>  iui|ipUc(i 
by  »  ifoyng  giirttt  •nan,  vrhi>,  ftw  liw  i»wn  iinpmveincnl,  iravcln  i;»cty  yeiir  o»«r 
th*!  IJij^lBBilii  ui  ibc  wMifHi  nt  A1>mieut,  and  at  hk  mum,  <lunn|(  ihr  viwa- 
tkn.  tocbet  to  read  and  miu  in  hb  raiire  itUni."—Jmriity,  It'ork*,  vol-  viii 
3aa_ED.| 
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Tout  to  rious  was  an  object  of  attention,  I  proposed  tliat  Co/l 
slioulil   show  nic   the   great    &toue,  mentioned    in   a  I 
former  page,  as  iiaviiig  been  llnowii  by  a  giant  to  tbej 
top  of  a  mountain.     Dr.  Johnson,  who  did  not  like! 
lo  be  left  alone,  said  be  would  aecompany  us  as  far] 
as  riding  was  praclieable.     We  ascended  a  part 
the  hill  on  horseback,  and  Col  and  I  seranibletl   u| 
the  rest.     A  servant  held  onr  horses,  and  Dr.  Jobi 
son  plaeed  himself  on  the  ground,  with   his  bat 
against  a  large  fragment  ofroeJi.     The  wind  l>eiii| 
high,  he  let  down  the  cocks  of  his  hnt,  and  tied  if 
with  his  handkerchief  under  his  eliin.     WTiile  vte\ 
were  employed  in  examining  the  stone,  which  dii 
not  repay  our  trouble  in  getting  to  it,  he  ajnused  hiin-j 
self  with  reading   "  Gataker  on   Lots   and   on   the] 
Christian  Watch,"  a  very  learneil  book,  of  the  last] 
age,  which  had  been  found  in  the  garret  of  C'tt/'t 
house,  and  which  he  said  was  a  treasure  here.  Whei 
we  descried  him  from  alwve,  he  had  a  most  eremitieallj 
appearance ;  and  on  onr  return  told  us,  be  had  beei 
so   much  engaged  l>y  Gataker,  that  he  had  nevt 
missed  us.     His  avidity  for  variety  of  books,  whiU 
we  were  in  Col,  was  fi'equently  expressed ;  and 
often  coniplained  thai  so  few  were  within  his  reacli*] 
Upon  which  I  observed  to  hiu],  that  it  was  strange] 
he  sliDiild  complain  of  want  of  books,  when  he  coi 
at  any  time  make  such  good  ones. 

We  next  proceedetl  to  the  lead  mine.      In  our  wai 
we  came  to  a  strand  of  some  extent,  where  we  wei 
glad   to  take  a  gallop,  in  which  my  learned  frieuc 
joined  with  great  alacrity.     Dr.  Johnson,  mounted] 
ou  a  large  bay  mare  without  shoes,  and  followed  byj 
a  foal,  which  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  up  wit 
him,  was  a  singular  s{>ectaele. 

Afler  examining  the  mine,  we  returned  through  ft^ 
very  uncouth  district,  full  of  sand-hills;  down  whirl 
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thoujfh  apparent  precipices,  our  horses  cnrriinl  us  Trt.>r  lo 
vith  Kafety,  the  siiml  aluays gently  bliding  away  from 
tlieir  feet.  Vestiges  of  houses  weiv  ]>ointed  out  to 
tUi  which  Coi,  aud  two  others  who  had  joined  us, 
asserted  had  been  overwhelmed  with  sand  hluwn  over 
them.  But,  on  going  close  to  one  of  them.  Dr.  John- 
son showed  tiie  absurdity  of  the  notion,  by  remark* 
ing,  that  **  it  was  evidently  only  a  hoiuic  abandoned, 
the  stones  of  whicJi  had  been  taken  away  for  other 
purposes ;  for  the  large  stones,  which  form  the  lower 
{lart  of  the  walls,  were  still  standing  higher  than  the 
sand.  If  they  were  not  blown  over,  it  was  clear  no- 
thing higher  than  tbey  could  be  blown  over."  This 
I  was  quite  convincing  to  me ;  hut  it  made  not  the 
least  impression  on  Col  and  the  others,  who  were  not 
to  bo  argue<]  out  of  a  Highland  tradition. 
^V'e  did  not  sit  down  to  dinner  till  l>etween  six  and 
seven.  AVe  lived  plentifully  here,  aud  had  a  true 
welcome.  In  such  a  season,  good  firing  was  of  no 
K  small  im|K>rtance.  The  peats  were  excellent,  ami 
burned  cheerfully.  'J'bose  at  Dunvegan,  which  were 
damp.  Dr.  Johnson  called  '*  a  sullen  fuel."  Here  a 
Bcottish  plirase  v.as  singularly  applied  to  him.  One 
of  the  company  liaving  remarked  that  he  had  gone 
out  on  a  stonny  evening,  and  brought  in  a  supply  of 
peats  from  the  stack,  old  Mr.  M'Sweyn  said,  "  that 
was  main  honest  I" 

nienhcim  being  occasionally  mentioned,  be  told 
nie  he  had  never  seen  it:  he  had  not  gone  formerly; 
and  he  would  not  go  now,  just  as  a  conunun  Hjiec- 
tator,  for  his  money :  he  would  not  put  it  in  the 
power  of  some  man  about  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
to  Bay,  "  Johnson  was  here;  I  knew  him,  but  I  took 
no  notice  of  him."  He  said,  he  should  be  verj'  gliul 
to  fice  it,  if  properly  invited,  which  in  nil  probability 
would  never  be  tlie  case,  as  it  was  not  worth  his 

M  M  2 
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Tour  w  while  to  seek  for  it.     I  obsorved,  that  he  might  be 
easily  introiluced  there  by  a  common  friend  of  ours ', 
nearly  relntt'd  to  the  dnke.      He  answered,  Avith  ail_ 
uncommon  attention  to  delicaey  of  feeling.  "  I  doul 
whether  our  friend  be  on  sueh  a  footing  with  the 
duke  as  to  earry  any  ]hk\\  there :  and   I  would  not 
give  him  the  uiiea^ineAs  of  seeing  that  I  knew  he  was^ 
not,  or  even  of  being  himself  reminded  of  it.'* 

Sutifimj,   \{Mh  October.-  There  was  tiiis  day  the 
most  terrible  storm  of  wind  and  rain  that  I  ever  re- 
member.    It  made  such  an  awful  imj>re»&ion  on  us 
all,  as  to  produce,  fur  some  time,  a  kind  of  dismal 
quietnesii  in  the  house.     The  day  was  passed  wit^^H 
out   nmcli   conversatiun ;   only,   ujwn  my  observing™ 
that  there  nm^t  be  something  bad  iu  a  man's  inind^ 
who  does  not  like  to  give  leases  to  his  teuanti«, 
wishes  to  keep  them  iu  a  perjietual  wretched  depent 
eiice  on  his  will.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  **  ^'ou  are  rigl 
it  in  a  man's  duty  to  extend  comfort  and  security 
among  as  many  jKople  as  he  can.     lie  should  not 
wish  to   have   his  tenants   mere  ephemer^Ty  -mere 
luings  of  an  hour."     Uoswf.i.i,.  "But,  sir,  if  they 
have  leases,  is  there  not  some  danger  that  they  may 
grow  insolent?      1  remember  you  yourself  once  told 
me,  an   Knglish  tenant  was  so  independent,  that,  If 
provoked,  he  wouhl  throiv  his  rent  at  his  landlord." 
Johnson'.  "  I)ei>end  upon  it.  sir,  it  is  the  landlord*s^ 
own  fault,  if  it  is  thrown  at  him.  A  man  may  alwa] 
keep  his  tenants  in  <Ie|)ende:ioe  enough,  though  the^ 
have  leases.      He  must  be  a  good  teuaut  indeed,  who 
will  not  fall  iK^hiud  in  his  rent,  if  his  landlord  will 
let  him  ;  and  if  ho  does  fall  tiehind.  his  landlord  has 
him  at  his  nu'rey.     Indeed,  tlie  jioor  man  is  always 
nmcli  at  the  mercy  of  the  rich ;  no  matter  whether 

'  [Alt.  Bc-judefk,  who haA  Dunied  the  dulw'ft  ciiter,  bai  utulcr  rinuiii«UMto 
which  might  wdl  ju«ii)'y  Johnvin'A  Kutpidon  ibai  he  might  mn  he  a 
mi'nUtiary  u.-iin<  *il^  h  *  grjcv.— St*  .rjt/c.  p.  Kill,  n i:».l 
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landlord  or  tenant.     If  the  tenant  lets  his  landlord  J^S? 
h.i^'e  a  little  I'enl  beforehand,  or  liaH  lent  Iiijn  money, 
then  the  landlord  is  in  his  power.     I'here  cannot  be 
a  greater  man  than  a  tenant  who  has  lent  money  to 

Hfcifl  landlord ;  for  he  has  under  suhjedion  the  very 
man  to  whom  lie  should  he  §uhjwted." 

J/oW«y.  11 /A  Octofwr. — AVe  had  some  days  ago 
engaged  the  Campbell-town  vessel  to  earry  us  to  Mull, 
fipom  the  harboxir  where  she  lay.  The  morning  was 
fine,  and  the  wind  fair  and  moderate ;  so  we  Iioped 

^at  leugtli  to  get  away. 

^  Mrs.  M'Sweyn,  who  officiated  as  our  landlady  here, 
had  ne%'er  been  on  the  main  land.  On  hearing  this. 
Dr.  Jolinson  said  to  me,  l>efore  her,  "That  is  rather 
being  behind-hand  with  life.  I  would  at  least  go 
and  sec  Glenelg."  BoswKM..  "You  yourself,  sir, 
have  never  seen,  till  now,  any  thing  but  your  native 
island.*'  John'sox.  *'  But,  sir,  by  seeing  London,  I 
liave  seen  as  nmch  of  life  as  the  world  can  show." 

BBoswell.  *'  Vou  have  not  seen  Pekiu."  Johnson. 

B**  AVhal  is  Pekin?     Ten  thousand  Londoners  would 

"rfriVr  all  the  people  of  Pekin  :  they  would  drive  them 
like  deer  " 

■  We  set  out  about  eleven  for  the  harbour ;  but,  l)e- 
foice  we  reached  it,  so  violent  a  storm  came  on,  that 
we  were  obliged  again  to  take  shelter  in  the  house  of 
Captain  M'Lean,  where  we  dined,  and  passwi  the 
night. 

^     Tueftday,  VZth  October. — After  breakfast,  we  made 

H«  second  attempt  to  gel  to  the  harbour ;  hut  another 

Fstorm  soon  convinced  us  that  it  would  l>e  in  vaiu. 
Captain  M*Lean's  house  being  in  some  confusion,  on 
account  of  Mrs.  ^I'Lean  being  expected  to  lie-in,  we 
resolved  to  go  to  Mr.  M'Sweyu's,  where  we  arrived 
very  wet,  fatigued,  and  hungry.  In  this  situation, 
^e  were  somewhat  disconcerted  by  being  told  that 
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^  AnwM  hare  no  dinner  dU  late  in  the  evening; 
bat  tboaU  hare  tea  in  the  mraii  time.  Or.  Joliiison 
mUMtd  diis  urmngenient ;  but  they  persisted,  and 
be  took  the  tea  tcit  readiiv.  He  «id  to  me  after- 
wnrdia  **  Yon  must  cooaider,  sir.  a  dinner  herv  is  a 
■■tter  of  gnat  ronsequenre.  It  is  a  thing  to  be  6rst 
fimK^v  and  then  executed.  I  suppose  the  mutton 
wwB  brangfat  somt  miks  off,  from  some  place  where 
Iber  knew  there  wa$  a  sheep  killed."  ^J 

TwSkiitg  of  the  good  people  with  whom  we  were!™ 
be  sud,  **  Life  has  not  got  at  all  forward  by  a  gene 
Tstioa  ia  M^weyn's  family ;  for  the  son  h  exact 
fwnl  nptrn  the  father.     AVhat  the  father  says,  the 
soa  nys ;  and  what  the  father  looks,  the  8on  looks." 

Tbeie  being  little  coaventation  to-night,  I  must 
ecdeavour  to  ncoUect  what  I  may  ha^*e  omitted 
fonner  txra&HHK.     Wlira  1  boasted,  at  Rasay,  of  m; 
ilMlepFttdenry  of  spirit,  and  that  I  could  not  lie  Itribed; 
be  »d,  ••  Yes,  you  may  be  bribed  by  Hattery."     At 
tbe  RervteiHl  Mr.  M'Lean's,  Dr.  JohUKOu  a«ked  hi 
iftbe  peot>l^  of  Col  bad  any  sujierstitions.     He  sai 
""Nak**    Tht  cuttiag  prats  at  the  increase  o\'  t 
BMBB  was  mentiocied  as  one :  but  he  would  not  alio 
H,  sajriag  it  was  not  a  supmtition,  but  a  whim. 
JahnMM  «(«ld  not   admit  the  distinction.      There 
wrre  many  npenctitions,  be  maintaint^,  not  connected- 
nith  wligtai;  and  this  wa^i  one  of  them.     On  Moi 
dar  we  had  a  dispute  at  tbe  Captain's,  whether  san 
Utti  cevM  be  fixed  down  by  art.     Dr.  Johnson  sai 
•*  Hwr  fAe  tlfri/  can  you  do  it '?"  but  instantly  co; 
rerted  himself,  "How  can  you  do  it?"     I  nev 
bdave  beard  him  it!ie  a  phrase  of  that  nature. 

He  has  particularities  which  it  is  impossible 
explain.      He  uever  wears  a  lught-cap,  as  I  ha 
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already  mentioned ;  but  he  puts  a  handkerchief  on  Tour  to 
hi«  head  in  the  night.  The  day  that  we  left  Talis- 
ker,  he  hade  us  ride  on.  He  then  turned  the  head 
of  his  horse  back  towards  'J'alisker,  stopped  for  some 
lime ;  tlien  wheeled  round  to  the  same  direction  with 
ours,  and  then  cjiine  briskly  after  us.  He  sets  open 
a  window  in  the  coldest  day  or  night,  and  stands 
before  it.  It  may  do  with  his  constitution  ;  but  most 
people^  among  whom  I  am  one,  would  8ay,  uith  the 
frt^  in  the  fable,  '*  This  may  be  sport  to  you ;  but  it 
is  death  to  lis."  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  find  a  meaning 
in  every  one  of  his  particularities,  which,  I  suppose, 
are  mere  habits,  contracted  by  chance ;  of  which 
every  man  has  some  that  are  more  or  less  reniark- 
able.  His  speaking  to  liiinself,  or  rather  reiieatiug, 
is  a  common  habit  with  studiuus  men  accustomed  to 
deep  thinking;  and,  in  conse<|uence  of  their  being 
thus  rapt,  they  will  even  laugh  by  themselves,  if  the 
subject  which  they  are  nmsiiig  on  is  a  merry  one.  Dr. 
Johnson  is  often  uttering  pious  ejaculations,  when 
he  api)oars  to  be  talkiug  to  himself;  for  sometimes 
his  voice  grows  stronger,  and  jjarts  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer  are  heard.  I  have  sat  beside  him  with  more 
than  ordinary  reverence  on  such  occasions'. 

In  our  lour,  I  observed  that  he  was  disgusted 
whenever  he  met  with  coarse  manners.  He  said  to 
me,  **  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I  c;mnot  bear  low 
life;  and  I  find  othere,  who  liave  as  good  a  right  as 
^1  I  to  be  fastidious,  bear  it  better,  by  having  mixed 
more  with  different  sorts  of  men.  You  would  think 
that  I  have  mixed  pretty  well  too." 

He  read  this  day  a  good  deal  of  my  journal,  written 
in  a  small  t>ook  with  whicli  he  had  Hupplied  me,  and 

■  It  H.  ntiiaikkblr,  ihat  Dr-  Jnlinaon  afaoald  have  rod  thiii  acoram  of  «otne 

oCim  own  peculiar  hnbiit,  without  Mflnc  anj  thing  on  the  subject,  which  I 

I*  hofei  he  wouU  have  dune — Hoawkll.  [SteanU.y,  I.  p.  49(i,ttni  pnt.  Mm 
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TMto  was  pleaaeJ,  for  he  8ud»  " I  wish  thy  books  were 
twice  as  Ing."  He  helped  me  to  fill  up  blanks  which 
I  had  left  in  fiist  writing  it,  when  I  was  not  quite 
sore  of  what  he  had  said,  and  he  corrected  any  mis- 
takes that  I  had  made.  **  Tliey  call  me  a  scholar," 
said  he,  **  and  yet  how  reiy  little  literature  is  there 
in  my  cnnversation."  Boswell.  "  That,  sir,  must 
be  accOTding  to  your  company.  You  would  not  give 
literature  to  those  who  cannot  taste  it.  Stay  till  we 
meet  Lord  Elibonk." 

We  had  at  last  a  good  dinner,  or  rather  supper, 
and  were  rety  well  satisfied  with  our  entertainment. 
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No.  I. 

[Letter  from  Dr.  Juhiison  to  Mr.  (now  Sir  Francis) 
Barnard,  lihrariau  to  llu*  King,  when  employed  on  a 
mission  to  tke  continent  for  increasing  his  Majesty's 
library, — r(^'erre</  to  in  page  34.] 

*'  Sir, — It  is  natural  for  i  Bcholsr  to  interest  himsplf  in  an  expedi- 
tion, undertjiken,  like  yours,  for  ihi'  importjition  of  Htcrattire;  and 
therefort,  thoujifh  liavinf^  never  travelled  myself.  1  am  very  little 
qualified  to  pve  advice  to  a  traveller ;  yet,  that  I  inny  not  seein  inat- 
ti-ntive  to  u  design  so  «-orthy  of  rejfard,  I  wi]l  try  wlietlicr  the  present 
£tate  of  my  health  will  siiffer  me  to  lay  before  you  what  ohservjition 
or  report  have  ifugge«te<l  to  me,  that  may  direct  your  inqniries,  or  fa- 
cilitate your  succe&a.  Things  of  which  the  mere  rarity  makes  the 
Talue,  and  which  are  prized  at  a  high  rate  by  a  wantonness  rather 
that)  by  use,  are  always  pasxiiig  from  jHiortT  to  richer  countries,  and 
therefore,  though  Germany  and  Itflly  were  princi])ally  productive  of 
typographical  curiosities.  I  do  not  much  imagine,  tliat  they  are  now 
to  be  found  there  in  great  abundance.  An  eagerness  for  scarce  books 
and  early  editions,  which  prevailed  among  the  English  about  half 
a  ceuturj'  ago,  filled  our  shops  with  all  the  splendour  and  nicely  of 
literature,  and  wlien  the  Harlcian  Catalogue  whs  published,  uiaiiy  of 
the  tiooks  were  bought  for  the  library  of  the  King  of  Fr.ince. 

"  I  believe,  however,  that  by  the  diligence  with  which  you  have 
enlarged  the  library  under  your  care,  the  prctteiit  Block  is  m  nearly 
exhausted,  that  till  new  purchaaes  supply  the  iHxik^cllerK  with  new 
stores,  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  more  than  glean  up  single 
1>ookfl,  a>;  accident  inhall  produce  them ;  tin's,  therefore,  ia  the  time  for 
visiting  the  cunlincnt. 

"  What  addition  you  can  hupe  to  make  by  ransacking  other  coim- 
triea  we  will  now  consider.  English  literature  yon  will  ntrt  seek  in 
any  place  but  in  England.  Classical  learning  is  difTuNCt)  every  where, 
and  \r^  nut,  except  by  accident,  more  copious  in  one  part  of  the  polite 
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world  than  !n  anotho*.  But  every  cminOy  hw  literature  of  its  fvwn, 
■which  niav  be  l>e«l  Krttherttl  in  its  native  Boil.  The  studies  of  the 
learned  iire  influenced  by  torina  of  government  and  modea  of  religion, 
and,  therefore,  those  books  ore  necessary  and  ctnmiion  in  sunic  places, 
which,  -where  different  opinions  or  different  manners  prevail,  are  of] 
little  lue,  and  for  that  renson  rarely  to  In?  found. 

"Thus  ill  Italy  you  may  expect  to  meet  with  canonists  and  scholaatio  < 
divines,  in  Germany  with  writers  on  the  feudal  laws,  and  in  Holland 
with  civiliaiu.     The  schoolmen  and  canonists  must  not  be  neglected, 
for  they  are  useful  to  many  piirpoMft,  nor  too  anxiously  sought,  for 
tht^r  influeooe  among  us  is  much  lessened  by  the  rcfonnation.     Of  ■ 
the  canonists  at  leant  a  t'eve  eminent  writeris  may  be  sufficient.     The 
schooluien  ore  of  more  general  value.     But  the  feuduland  civil  law  I 
cannot  but  wish  to  see  complete.    The  feudal  constitution  is  the 
original  of  the  law  of  property,  over  all  the  civiliaed  |Mirt  of  Kurope ; 
and  the  civil  law,  as  it  is  generally  uniltrstood  to  include  the  taw  of  i 
Uiitionti,  may  be  ciilled  with  great  propriety  a  regal  stuily.     Of  these' 
IxNiks,  which  have  l)een  often  ]mblished,  and  diversified  by  various 
modes  of  im|iression,  a  royal  library  sliouUI  have  at  least  the  most 
curious  edition^  the  most  splendid,  and  the  must  useful.     The  most 
curious  edition  is  commonly  the  first,  ami  the  mo^t  useful  may  be 
expected  among  the  Inrt.     Thus  of  TuIIy's  Offices,  the  edition  of] 
Fust  is  the  mutit  curious,  and  that  of  Grirvius  the  most  useful.     The 
mo>t  splendid  the  eye  will   discern.     With   the  old   printers  you 
are  now  become  weU  acquainted ;  if  you  can  Ihid  any  collection  of  j 
their  productions  to  be  sold,  you  will  undoubtedly  buy  it;  but  this^ 
can  scarcely  be  hoped,  and  you  uiu»t  cutch  up  single  volumes  where , 
you  can  find  them.     In  every  place  things  often  occur  where  they 
■re  Ie«Bt  expected.     I  was  shown  a  Wclsli  grammar  written  in  Welsh, 
and  printed  at  Milan,  I  believe,  before  any  grammar  of  tliat  langooga ' 
had  been  printed  here.     Of  purchasing  entire  libraries,  I  luiow  not 
whether  the  inconvenience  may  not  overbalance  the  advantage.     Of  J 
libraries  c«>Ueeteil  with  general  views,  one  Mill  have  many*  books  tn< 
common  with  another.     When  you  have  bought  two  collections,  yo\i- 
will  find  that  you  have  bought  many  books  twice  over,  and  many  in 
each  which  you  have  left  at  home,  and,  thereftve,  <lid  not  want ;  and 
wlieii  you  have  selected  a  small  number,  you  will  have  tlie  rest  to, 
sell  si  a  great  loss,  or  to  tratiB|>ort  hitlier  at  perhaps  a  greater.     It  will '. 
generally  be  more  commodious  to  Imy  the  fev--  tliat  you   want,  at  k1 
price  somewhat  advanced,  than  to  encunilMT  yourself  witli  useleaai 
Iwuks.     But  libraries  collected   for  particular  studies  will  be  very; 
valuable  nequisitions.     The  collection  of  an  eminent  dvilijm,  feudist. 
Of  nintheiUHlician,  will  perluips  have  very  few  supLxtluities.     Topo- 
graphy or  local  history  prevail  much  in  many  parts  of  tlie  continent. 
1  liMve  been  told  that  scarcely  a  villuge  of  Itiily  wants  its  historian. 
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Tht?sc  books  rniiy  be  generally  neglectod,  but  wmie  uiU  descrTC 
Bttention  by  the  celebrity  of  thf  pUcc.  the  eminence  of  the  suthors, 
or  (he  beauty  of  the  sculptures.  Sculpture  has  alwnyn  been  more 
cuttivHteH  among  other  nntions  than  among  uft.  Thu  uli)  art  of  cutting 
on  wouil,  which  decorated  the  books  of  ancient  impression,  was  never 
carried  here  to  any  exceUence ;  and  the  practice  of  engraving  on 
copper,  which  succeeded,  has  never  been  much  employed  among  ua 
in  adorning  books.  The  old  books  with  M'ooden  ctita  are  to  be  dili- 
gently sought ;  the  designs  were  often  made  by  great  majters,  and 
the  printit  are  ^uch  a«  cannot  l>e  made  by  any  artist  now  living.  It 
will  he  uf  grnit  use  to  collect  in  every  place  mnps  uf  the  adjacent 
countrj*,  and  plana  of  towns,  buildings,  and  gardens.  By  thi«  care 
3'ou  will  form  a  more  valuable  body  of  geography  than  can  otherwiK 
be  had.  Many  countries  have  been  very  exactly  rturveycd,  but  it 
must  n4it  lie  ex|iecleil  that  the  exactness  of  actual  mensuri.tion  will  be 
prefierve<l,  when  tlie  maps  are  reduced  by  a  contracted  scale,  and 
incorporated  into  a  general  system. 

*>  The  king  of  Sitrdinia's  Italian  dominions  are  not  large,  yet  the 
maps  made  of  them  in  tlie  reign  of  \'ictor  fill  tM'o  Atlantic  folios. 
This  part  of  your  design  will  deserve  particular  regard,  because,  in 
this,  your  success  will  always  be  prtiporlionute  to  your  diligence. 
Vou  are  too  well  acquainted  with  literary  history  not  to  know,  ttiat 
niaiiv  booki*  <lerive  their  value  iVoni  the  reputation  of  the  printers. 
Of  the  cclebratctl  printers  you  do  not  need  to  be  informed,  and  if 
you  did,  might  consult  Baillet  Jugeraens  des  S^avans.  The  pro- 
duction!4  of  AUuti  are  enumerated  in  the  Bibliotlieca  (ira^ca,  so  that 
you  may  know  when  you  have  theui  all ;  which  is  iilwuys  of  use,  aa 
it  pn^ventA  needless  search.  The  great  ornaments  of  a  library,  fur- 
nished for  magnificence  as  well  as  use,  are  the  first  editions,,  of  which, 
therefore,  I  would  not  willingly  neglect  tlie  mention.  Yuu  know, 
sir.  that  Uie  annals  of  typography  begin  witli  the  Codex,  1457;  but 
there  i*  great  reason  to  believe,  tliat  there  are  latent,  in  obscure  cornen, 
booktt  printed  before  it.  The  secular  feast,  in  memory  of  the  in- 
vention of  printing,  i»  celebrated  in  the  fortietli  year  of  the  century  ; 
if  this  tradition,  llierefore,  is  rights  the  art  had  in  1457  heen  already 
exercise*!  nineteen  years. 

"  There  prevails  among  typographical  antiquaries  a  vague  opinion, 
th»t  the  Uible  had  been  printed  three  times  before  the  edition  ofl4<f2, 
which  CaJmi-t  calls  '  La  premiere  edition  bien  aven-e,"  One  of  tliese 
editions  hatt  been  lately  tliscovcred  in  a  convent,  and  transplanted  into 
tlie  French  king's  library-.  Another  copy  has  likewise  been  foimd, 
but  I  know  not  whether  of  the  (wme  iniprcssiwi,  or  another.  Tliexe 
discoveries  are  sufficient  to  raise  hope  and  instigate  inquiry.  In  the 
purchase  of  old  bo«)ks,  let  me  recommend  to  you  to  inquire  wirli 
great  caution,  whether  tliey  are  jMrrfect.     In  the  first  ediiitm  the  loss 
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of  a  Ifuif  IB  not  CMily  observed.     You  rcmrmbor  how  near  we  both 
were  to  purchasing  a  mutilated  AIimxI  at  a  higli  price. 

"  All  this  perhnpg  vou  know  already,  and,  iherelore,  my  letter  may 
be  of  no  use.  1  aui,  however,  desirous  to  show  you,  that  I  wish 
prosperity  to  your  undertakinji;.  One  mlvice  more  1  will  give,  of 
more  importance  than  r11  the  rest,  of  which  I,  therefore,  hope  you 
will  have  ittill  le<i5  need.  You  are  going  into  a  part  of  the  world 
divided,  a»  it  ia  said,  between  bigotry  and  athei^^m  :  such  repre^iita- 
tiuns  are  always  hyperbolical,  but  there  is  certainly  enough  uf  both 
to  nlann  any  mind  soh'citous  for  piety  and  truth ;  let  not  the  contempt 
of  Buperstition  precipitate  you  into  infidelity,  or  tlic  horror  of  in- 
fidelity enKnare  you  in  Riiperi^lition '. — I  sincerely  wi-ih  you  successful 
and  happy,  for  I  am,  «ir,  your  affcctioiuite  ]tumble  siTvont, 

"Sau.  Juunson. 

"May  28.  I  JOB. 
•'  To  F.  A.  Bwmard,  Emj." 


No.  II. 

[ArOVMRST  in  K'lialfof  Hastie,  the  Kchoolinaster,  |»ro- 
secuted  for  uudue  severity, — referred  io(ifnb  11th  April, 
1172)  p.  179.] 

"  The  fharjifc  is,  that  he  has  used  immoderate  and  cruel  correction. 
Correction  in  itself  is  not  cruel ;  children,  being  not  reawmiible,  can 
be  governwl  only  by  fear.  To  iniprefs  this  fear  is,  therefore,  one  of 
the  first  duties  ofthose  who  have  the  care  of  children.  It  is  the  duly 
of  a  parent;  and  has  never  been  thought  inconsistent  with  pju-L-ntal 
tcndcriiess.  U  is  the  fluty  of  a  master,  who  is  in  his  higheet  exaltation 
when  he  is  loco  parentis.  Yet,  an  good  things  become  evil  by  cxceas, 
correction,  by  being  immoderate,  may  become  cruel.  But  when  is 
correction  tmmodprate?  When  it  is  more  fre«jucnt  or  more  severe 
llian  is  riipilred  ad  mouendam  rl  doeendum,  for  reformation  and  in- 
struction. No  severity  is  cruel  which  obstinacy  makes  ncresjuiry ; 
for  the  greatest  cruelty  would  be,  to  desist,  and  leave  the  scholar  too 
cardeas  for  instruction,  and  too  much  hardened  for  reproof.  Locke, 
in  bis  treatise  of  educjition,  mentions  a  mother,  with  upplau-ie,  who 
whipped  an  infant  eight  times  before  she  subdued  it ;  for  had  she 
stopped  at  the  seventli  .ict  of  correction,  ht-r  daughter,  says  he,  would 
have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of  obstinacy  in  young  tninds  are 
very  diflcrent:  as  different  must  be  tite  degrees  of  persevering  severity. 

•  (i)«a»(«,  «oLi.  p.ai4.— Ed.) 
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A  stuhborn  scholar  ranrt  be  corrected  till  he  Is  subdual.  The  disci- 
pline  of  M  whon]  is  niilitnry.  There  inuet  be  either  unbounded  licence 
or  Hbwlute  authority.  The  master,  whn  punifihe^  not  onlj  cmiitnltB 
the  future  happiness  of  him  whn  i<i  the  iintnediiitc  subject  of  correction, 
but  he  propiijpiicw  obedience  through  the  whole  school ;  and  esta- 
blishes  reg-ularity  by  exemplary  justice.  The  victorious  obstinacy  of 
a  wngleboy  would  make  his  future  endeavours  of  reformution  or  in- 
struction totally  ineffectual.  Obstinary.  therefore,  must  never  be 
victorious.  Yet.  it  is  well  known,  tliat  there  sometimea  occurs  a 
sullen  and  hardy  resolution,  th.it  laughs  at  all  common  puniiihment, 
and  bid<t  defiance  to  all  common  de^^recfi  of  |>ain.  Correction  inuf>t 
be  proportionate  to  occasions.  The  flexible  will  be  rcforracd  by 
gentle  diwipline,  and  the  refriictory  murt  be  subdued  by  harsher 
methods.  The  degrees  of  scholastick,  us  of  military  puniiahment,  no 
■tated  rulfg  can  ascertain  It  raurt  lie  enforced  till  it  overpowers 
temptation ;  till  stubbornness  becomes  flexible,  hnd  pervcrseness 
regular.  C'uKtum  «nd  resHon  h.ive,  indeed,  net  some  bounds  to  »cho- 
la»tick  p?Tialtie«).  The  achootma^er  inflicts  no  capital  punishments  j 
nor  enforces  hint  edict'*  by  eitlier  deuth  or  mutilation.  The  civil  law 
liaa  wisely  determined,  Uiat  a  master  who  strikes  at  a  »cholar'.<i  eye 
shall  be  considered  as  criminal.  But  puniNhments,  however  M'vere, 
tliat  produce  na  lasting  evil,  may  be  just  and  reasonable,  because  Uiey 
m.ty  lie  necessary.  Such  have  been  the  punishments  iised  by  the 
res|>un<lent.  Xo  scholar  bus  jf^utie  from  him  either  blind  ur  lame,  or 
with  any  of  hid  limbs  or  powers  injured  or  impaired.  They  were 
irregular,  and  he  punislietl  them ;  they  were  obstimite,  and  he  en- 
foned  his  punishment.  But  however  provoked,  lie  never  exceede<l 
the  limits  of  mwleration,  fur  he  inflicted  nothing  beyond  present  )>ain  : 
and  how  much  of  that  wa.s  required,  no  man  is  so  little  able  to  deter- 
mine as  those  who  hiive  determined  a^inst  him — the  parenta  of  the 
offenders.  It  luis  been  said,  tliat  he  used  unprecedented  and  improper 
inrtrun)ent*  of  correction.  Of  this  accuAatiun  the  me.min^  h  not  very 
easy  to  l>c  found.  No  instrument  of  <-orrertion  is  more  proper  than 
another,  but  as  it  is  better  aduplt.'d  to  protluce  present  pain  without 
lasting  mischief.  Wliatever  were  his  instnmients,  no  lasting  mischief 
has  eniuied  ;  and  therefore,  however  unusual,  in  hands  so  cautious 
they  were  prupc-r.  It  has  been  objectctl,  that  llie  respondent  admits 
the  charge  of  cruelty  by  prtxlucing  no  evidence  to  confute  it.  Let  it 
be  Considered,  timt  his  pcholnr!.  are  eiUier  di!iper&e<l  at  \arf[C  in  the 
world,  or  continue  to  inhabit  the  place  in  which  they  were  bred. 
Those  who  are  disper-iied  c.innot  be  found  ;  those  who  remain  are  the 
Mnis  of  his  prosecutors,  and  are  not  likely  to  support  a  ni.nn  to  whom 
iheir  fathers  are  enemies.  If  it  be  supposed  tliat  tlie  enmity  of  their 
fathers  proves  the  ju-^tness  of  the  charge,  it  must  Xte  consi<)ered  how 
often  experience  shows  tis,  that  men  who  arc  angry  on  one  groutul 
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will  iccosc  on  mother  ;  with  how  little  kindncffi,  in  a  town  oi"  l«w 
trade,  a  man  who  livn  by  Icurniiig  ia  regardcti ;  and  how  iDiplicitly. 
whc-rr  the  inhabitants  are  not  very  rich,  a  rich  man  is  hearkened  to 
and  followed.  In  a  place  like  Campbell-town,  it  is  easy  tor  one  of  the 
principal  inhabitantft  to  make  a  party.  It  is  ea.'^y  for  that  party  to 
belt  tliemnclves  willl  imaginary  grievances.  It  is  ea«y  fur  them  to 
oppma  a  man  poorer  than  themselves ;  and  natural  to  assert  ihe 
dignity  of  riches,  by  peraiitting  in  o|»prcKt(ion.  The  argument  which 
attempts  to  prove  tlic  impropriety  of  restoring  liim  to  the  ttchoul,  by 
alleging  that  he  hait  lost  the  contidenee  of  the  |>eoplc,  ta  nut  th«  itnb- 
ject  of  juridical  consideration;  for  he  is  to  suffer,  if  he  must  suffer, 
not  tor  their  judgment,  but  for  his  own  actions.  It  may  be  convenient 
for  thein  lo  have  another  master  ;  but  it  is  a  convenience  nf  their  own 
making.  It  would  be  likewiw  convt-nienl  for  him  to  find  another 
itchool ;  but  ihi*  lonvtnience  he  cannot  obtain.  The  question  h  not 
what  is  now  convenient,  but  wlmt  i»  gcnemlly  right.  If  the  people 
of  Campbell-town  be  distressed  by  the  restoration  of  the  responilent) 
Uiey  are  diatreiMed  only  by  tlieir  own  fault ;  by  turbulent  pa&sioiis 
and  nnreasonable  desires  ;  by  tyranny,  whicli  law  has  defeated,  and 
by  malice,  which  virtue  has  surmounted." 


No.  in. 


[ Anut* MF.NT,  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  favour  of  the  Scoltish 
law  dotrtrine  of  "  Vicious  Introniission," — refcn'eilto  (sub 
9M  Maify  1772),  ;i.  289. J 

"  This,  we  ore  told,  is  a  law  which  hait  iu  force  only  fVnm  the  long 
practice  of  the  court;  and  may,  therefore,  be  suspendeil  or  modified 
as  the  court  shall  Uiink  proper. 

"  Concerning  the  power  of  the  court  to  make  or  to  suspend  n  law . 
we  have  no  intention  to  inquire.  It  is  suflicient  for  our  purpose  that 
every  just  law  is  dictated  by  rearon  ;  and  that  the  practiee  of  every 
lrg:il  court  i«  regulated  by  e(|uity.  It  is  Uie  quality  of  reaaun  to  be 
invariable  and  conntitnt ;  and  of  equity,  to  give  to  one  m.in  what,  in 
the  dame  cnBe.  is  given  to  another.  The  advantage  which  huinanit)' 
derives  from  law  is  this  ;  that  the  law  gives  every  man  a  rule  of 
action,  and  prescribes  a  mode  of  conduct  which  bhall  entitle  him  to 
the  support  and  protection  of  society.  That  tlie  law  nuiy  \it  a  rule 
of  action,  it  in  neccj^ary  that  it  be  known  ;  it  is  necescary  that  it  be 


pennaiient  anil  stsble.  The  law  ie  the  inouure  of  civil  ri^ht ;  but  if 
the  measure  be  i-haiigeable,  the  extent  iit'the  thing  nteaiauretl  never 
can  be  settled. 

"  Tu  penrit  a  law  to  be  niodified  at  discretion,  is  to  leave  the  com- 
munity without  law.  It  is  to  withdraw  the  direction  of  that  publick 
-wisdom,  by  M-hich  the  ilefiuieneies  vt'  private;  uuderi>t«ndiiig  nre  to  be 
mipplied.  It  iit  to  mitFer  the  ranh  and  ignorant  to  act  at  diocretion, 
and  tiKii  to  depend  lor  the  legality  of  that  action  on  the  sentence  of 
the  judge.  He  that  it  thus  governed  Uvea  not  by  law,  but  by 
opinion :  not  by  a  certain  rule  to  which  he  can  apply  hia  intention 
before  he  acts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which  he 
can  never  know  but  aiier  he  luis  committed  the  act  on  which  tluit 
opinion  shall  be  pjts.'seil.  He  lives  by  a  law  (if  a  law  it  be),  which 
he  can  never  know  before  he  ha»  offended  it-  To  this  case  may  be 
juatly  applied  that  important  principle,  mUera  Mi  strtitys  ubi  jus  eM 
ant  incffgnilum  nut  vagym.  If  intromiiwion  be  not  erinnnal  till  it 
excet-ds  a  certain  point,  undthat  point  be  unsettled,  and  con!tei)ueut]y 
different  in  different  minds,  the  right  of  intromission,  and  the  Tight 
of  the  creditor  arising  from  it,  arc  all  jurci  vaga,  and,  by  cfmKequence, 
ate  Jura  incognita;  and  the  result  can  be  no  other  than  a  miiera  ser- 
viltig,  an  uncertainty  concerning  the  event  of  action,  a  ser\'ile  de- 
pendence on  private  opinion. 

"  It  may  be  urgeil,  and  with  gre.at  plausibility,  tliat  tltere  may  be 
intromission  without  fraud ;  which,  however  true,  will  by  no  means 
justify  tm  occaaional  and  arbitrary  relaxation  of  the  law.  The  end 
of  law  is  protection  ait  well  as  vengftance.  Indeed,  vengeance  is 
never  uned  but  to  strengthen  protection.  That  society  only  is  well 
governed,  where  life  ii)  freetl  iVom  danger,  and  from  suspicion  ;  where 
posaeatiion  xa  so  sheltered  by  sahitary  prohibitions,  thnt  vioUtion  is 
prevente<l  more  frequently  than  punished.  Such  a  prohibition  wb» 
this,  while  it  operaU'd  with  its  origin^d  force.  The  creditor  of  the 
deccdMrd  was  not  only  without  lott^,  but  without  fear.  He  was  not 
to  seek  a  remedy  for  an  injury  sutfcreil ;  for  injury  wiia  warded  off. 

"Aa  tlie  law  has  been  sometimes  administered,  it  lays  us  open  to 
wouncU,  because  it  is  imagine<l  to  have  tlie  power  of  healing.  Tt> 
punish  fraud  when  it  is  detected  is  tlie  proper  art  of  \'iiidictive  justice ; 
but  to  prevent  frauds  and  make  puniahment  unneceasary,  is  the 
great  employment  of  It-giKlative  witwlotn.  To  permit  intromission, 
and  tn  puuiiih  fraud,  is  to  make  law  no  better  tJian  a  pitfall.  To 
trcwl  upon  the  brink  is  safe;  hut  to  come  a  step  further  in  destruc- 
tion. But,  surely,  it  is  better  to  enclose  the  gulf,  and  Iiindcr  all 
access,  than  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  little,  to  entice  us  after- 
wards a  little  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our  folly  only  by  our 
destruction. 

"  Am  law  supplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  strength,  it  likewise 
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pnliglitm*  the  i^orjint  with  extrinnick  unHerstaniHng.  Lsw  tf'aches 
lis  lt»  know  wIiL-ii  wf  commit  injury  ami  wht-n  we  siifTtT  it.  It  fixes 
certain  murks  upon  actions,  by  which  we  lire  adnionished  to  do  or  to 
Torbejur  them.  Qui  .u6i  bene  tetnjwral  in  licilii,  says  une  nfthe  fathers. 
nunt/vam  catirt  in  iliiciia.  He  who  never  Intromits  at  all,  will  never 
intromit  witli  IrAiKhilent  int^ntinnR. 

"  The  rflaxiitiun  of  the  law  af(ali)5t  vicious  intromission  has  b#cn 
very  I'avourably  reprcsentetl  by  ■  great  uuutrr  of  jurisprudence ', 
whose  words  have  been  exlubit«l  with  unnecessary  pomp,  and  seem 
to  be  considered  as  irresistibly  dedinve.  The  great  moment  of  his 
anthority  makes  it  npce«s«ry  to  examine  his  position.  '  Some  a^es 
ugo  (says  bei,  before  the  feriK-tty  of  the  inhnbitants  of  this  part  of 
the  iftland  was  imbdued.  the  utmost  iwvprity  of  tlie  civil  law  wan  ne- 
cessjirj-,  to  restrain  individiinU  from  plundering  each  other.  Thus, 
the  man  who  intermeddled  irregularly  with  the  moveables  of  a  per- 
son deceased  was  Nuhjecte*!  to  idl  the  debts  of  the  deceased  without 
limitation.  This  makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  known  by 
the  name  of  ( iV/ou*  ititromi-tjiinM  ;  and  so  ri/jidly  was  thi*  n^gulntion 
applied  in  our  courts  of  law,  that  the  most  trifling  moveable  abstracted 
malil^fi'de,  subjected  the  intermeddlcr  to  the  foregoing  consequenres, 
which  provt^d  in  many  instances  a  moat  rigorous  punishment.  But 
this  severity  was  necesftary.  in  order  to  subdue  the  undisciplined 
nature  of  our  people.  It  h  extremely  ren»nik»ble,  lliat  in  proportion 
to  our  improvement  in  manners,  thi.-i  regulation  has  been  gradually 
ftoftened  and  applied  by  our  sovereign  ccurt  with  a  sparing  huntf 

•'  I  find  myself  imder  a  necessity  of  observing,  that  tlii:*  learned  and 
judicious  writer  has  not  accurately  distinguished  the  deficiencies  and 
deniBiuU  of  the  dift'erent  conditioUH  of  hnutan  life,  which,  from  A 
degree  of  isavagcuess  and  inde|X'ndeuce,  in  which  all  laws  are  vain, 
panes  or  may  pa^a,  by  innumerable  gradaliiins,  to  a  state  of  reciprocal 
benignity,  in  which  laws  uhaU  he  no  longer  iiecessory.  ileii  are  first 
wild  and  unsocial,  living  each  man  to  himself,  taking  from  the  weak 
and  losing  to  the  stmiig.  In  their  fir»t  cttalition^  of  society,  much  of 
this  original  s;iviigeness  is  retained.  Of  general  happiness,  the  product 
of  general  confidence,  there  is  yet  no  Uiought.  Mvu  continue  to 
prosecute  tlieir  own  advantages  by  the  nearest  way ;  and  the  utmost 
aeverity  of  the  civil  law  is  necessary  to  restrain  individuals  froni 
plundering  each  other.  The  restraints  then  necessary  are  restrainta 
from  plunder,  from  acts  of  public  violaice,  and  undisguiaed  oppression. 
The  ferocity  of  our  ancestors,  as  of  all  other  niitions.  produced  not 
fraud,  but  rapine.  They  had  not  yet  learned  to  cheat,  ond  attempted 
only  to  rob.  As  momiers  grow  more  polished,  with  the  knowledge 
of  good,  men  attain  likewise  dexterity  in  evil.     Open  rapmc  becamM 
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Ida  fi^qucnt.  nnd  violence  giveaway  to  cnnninp'.  Thosf  wliu  bi-fon' 
invaded  pastures  and  stormed  houses,  now  Iwgin  to  enru'h  thein.tflvtii 
by  nnef|ual  contracts  and  fraudulent  intrpinistritms.  It  is  not  u;7»in$t 
the  Tiolence  of  ferocity,  but  the  rircnmventionfl  of  deceit,  that  this 
law  was  framed  ;  anel  I  am  afrnld  the  increa<4e  of  commerce,  and  the 
incessant  stnipgle  tor  riche?*  which  commerce  excites,  (five  U9  no 
prc»8|»ect  of  an  eiiil  speedily  lo  he  expected  of  artifice  and  fraud.  It 
therefore  seems  to  be  no  very  conclusive  reasoning,  which  connect* 
those  two  propositions :-' the  nation  is  ljea>me  less  ferocious,  and 
therefore  the  laws  againtat  fraud  and  cot'hi  shall  be  relaxe<l.' 

"  Whatever  reason  may  have  inHucnced  tlie  judges  to  n  relaxation 
of  the  law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  proM-n  less  fierce  ;  ami,  I 
mn  afraid,  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  grown  less  fratululent. 

"Since  this  law  has  been  represented  as  rigorously  and  unreason- 
ably penal,  it  seems  not  improixT  to  consider  what  are  the  conditions 
and  qualities  that  make  the  justice  or  propnetr  of  a  peiial  law. 

•'  To  make  u  |K'nal  law  reasonable  and  just,  two  condilionit  «re  ne- 
ce«ury,  and  two  proper.  It  is  necessary  that  the  law  should  be  ade- 
quate to  its  end ;  that,  if  it  be  observed,  it  shall  prevent  the  evil 
against  which  it  is  directed.  It  is,  secondly,  necessarj'  that  the  end 
€if  the  law  be  of  such  importance  as  to  deserve  the  .security  c«f  a  (Wiial 
sanction.  The  other  conditions  of  a  penal  law,  which,  Uioiiqh  nut 
absolutely  necessary,  are  to  a  very  high  degree  fit,  an.-,  tliat  to  llie 
moral  violation  of  the  law  there  are  mimy  temptations^  and  that  of 
the  physical  observance  there  ia  great  facility. 

"All  these  conditions  apparently  concur  to  justify  the  law  which 
we  are  now  considering.  Its  end  ii»  the  security  of  properly  ;  and 
property  very  often  of  great  value.  The  method  by  which  it  effects 
the  security  is  efficacious,  becaus-e  it  admits,  in  its  original  rigour,  no 
gradations  of  injury  ;  but  keeps  guilt  and  innocence  apart,  by  «  di- 
ftinct  and  definite  limitation.  He  that  intromits,  is(Timinnl;  he  that 
intromits  not,  is  innocent.  Of  llie  two  secondary  cwisiderations  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  both  are  in  our  fuvuur.  The  temptation  to 
intromit  is  frequent  and  strong ;  so  strong  and  so  frequent,  as  tc  re- 
cpiire  the  utmost  activity  of  justice,  and  vigilance  of  caution,  to  with- 
stand its  prevalence ;  and  the  method  by  which  n  man  may  entitle 
himaelf  to  legal  intromission  is  so  ojien  and  so  facile,  that  to  neglect 
it  is  a  proof  of  fraudulent  intention  ;  for  why  should  a  man  umit  to 
do  (but  for  reaMJU.t  which  lie  will  not  confess)  th.it  which  he  can  do 
so  easily,  and  tliat  which  he  knoM-s  to  he  reqiiirerl  by  the  law  ?  If 
temptation  were  rare,  a  penal  law  might  be  deemed  unnectssarj-.  If 
the  duty  enjoined  by  the  law  were  of  diffindt  performance,  omis«ion, 
though  it  could  not  he  justified,  might  be  pitied.  But  in  the  present 
caw  neither  equity  nor  compassion  operate  against  it.  A  u«eful,  a 
necessary  law-  is  broken,  not  only  without  a  reasonable  motive,  but 
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with  nil  the  inducements  tu  obedience  that  can  be  derived  from  safe 
Anil  facility. 

"  I  therefore  return  to  my  ori^nal  position,  that  a  law,  tu  have  it* 
elfertji.  murt  be  pprmanent  and  otable.  It  may  be  said  in  the  Ian* 
gu.ijie  of  Uic  j^chooU,  L«.i  Non  rrvijiit  majus  ct  miKVf, — we  may  have  A 
law,  or  we  may  have  no  law,  but  we  cannot  have  half  a  law.  We 
iiut!<t  either  have  a  rule  of  action,  or  be  permitted  to  act  by  dincretioa 
and  by  chance.  Deviations  from  Uie  law  must  be  uniformly  pu- 
nisherl,  or  no  man  can  1>e  certain  when  he  chnll  be  safe. 

"That  fruin  the  riji^ur  of  the  orijifitial  institution  thta  court  has 
soiuetiraca  departed  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  it  i»  evident  that 
such  ileviatirtiis  hk  they  make  law  uncertain^  make  life  unsafe,  I  hope, 
tliat  of  departing  from  it  there  will  now  be  an  end  ;  that  tlie  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  will  be  treated  with  due  reverence;  and  that  con- 
sistent and  steady  decisions  will  fumiali  tlie  people  witli  a  rule  of 
action,  anil  leave  fraud  and  fVaudalent  intromissions  no  future  hope 
of  impunity  or  escape." 


No.  IV. 


[AnouMEN'T  by  Dr.  Johnson  in  defence  of  lay  pa- 
tronage,— referred  to  {sub  iJti  May,  1773),  yi.  230.] 

"  Afjrainrt  the  right  of  patrons  is  commonly  opposed,  by  the  infe- 
rior judicatures,  the  plea  of  conscience.  Their  conacicnce  tells  them 
that  the<people  ought  to  choose  their  pastor ;  their  conscience  tells 
llumi  that  they  ought  nut  to  impose  upon  a  congregvtion  a  minister 
iingrntefid  and  unacceptiiblo  to  his  auditor^i.  ('onscience  is  nothing' 
more  Uian  a  conviction  felt  by  ourselves  of  sometliinjbr  to  be  done,  or 
sometliing  to  be  avoided ;  and  in  questions  of  simple  imperplexed 
morality,  conscience  is  very  olten  a  guide  that  may  be  trusted.  Hut 
U.-fore  con.scicnce  can  determine.,  the  state  of  tlie  question  is  suppoiied 
to  l>c  completely  known.  In  qiiestionR  of  law.  or  of  fact,  conscience 
is  very  orteii  confouiidf-d  witli  opinion.  No  nuui's  conscience  can 
tell  him  tlie  rightJ  of  another  man;  they  must  be  known  by  rational 
inve>ttiKntion  or  historical  inquiry.  Opinion,  which  he  that  holds  it 
may  call  his  coiwrience,  may  teach  ."wmie  men  that  religion  would  be 
promoteti,  and  quiet  pre*erveil,  by  granting  lo  the  |»eople  univerMilly 
the  thoicc  of  their  ministers.  But  it  is  a  conscience  very  ill  informed 
llwt  violates  the  rights  of  one  man  for  the  convenience  of  another- 
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Ri'ligiun  cannot  be  ]iroinated  by  injustice;  and  It  was  nevi>r  vpt 
found  that  a  popular  election  was  very  quietly  traniwcted. 

"  Tlint  justifc  would  be  violated  by  transferring  to  tlie  people  the 
right  of  pntruTtage  is  upjiiircnt  to  all  who  know  whence  thnt  right 
had  its  uriginAl.  The  ri>fht  ofpntromige  was  not  (A  first  a  privilege 
torn  by  pon'cr  from  urresistiiig  poverty.  It  is  not  an  authority  at 
first  usurped  in  times  oC  ignorance,  and  established  only  by  ftucccs- 
aion  and  by  prcc'eiknts.  It  is  not  a  grant  capriciously  made  from  a. 
higher  tyrant  to  a  lower.  It  in  a  right  deJirly  purcbnfied  by  tlie  first 
poweasors.  and  justly  inherited  by  those  thnt  succeeded  them.  When 
Christianity  wa^  estubliahed  in  this  island,  a  regular  mo<Ic  of  public 
worship  was  prescribed.  Public  worship  requires  a  public  place; 
and  the  proprietors  of  lands,  hs  they  were  converted,  built  churche* 
for  their  families  and  their  vassitls.  For  the  raaintetuincc  of  minifiter:;), 
they  settled  a  certain  portion  of  their  lands;  and  a  district,  through 
which  each  niiuiriter  wa.-*  requireil  to  extend  his  c-nre,  was.  by  that 
circuni  script  ion,  couHtitutcd  a  p-irish.  Thin  is  a  position  su  generally 
received  in  Engbmd,  timt  the  extent  of  o  numor  .-^nd  of  a  parish  are 
regularly  received  for  each  otiier.  The  churches  which  the  pro- 
prietora  of  lands  had  thus  built  and  thus  endowed,  they  justly  thought 
thcnisclvts  entitled  to  provide  with  ministers ;  and  where  the  episcopal 
government  prevails,  the  bishop  has  no  p4>wer  to  reject  a  man  romi- 
niited  by  the  patron,  but  for  home  crime  thnt  might  exclude  him  frmn 
the  priesthood.  For  the  endowment  of  the  church  being  the  gil^  of 
the  landlord,  he  was  consequently  at  liberty  to  give  it,  According  to 
hii  choice,  to  any  man  capable  of  performing  tlie  holy  ofBces.  Tht* 
people  did  not  choose  him,  l)ecause  the  people  did  not  p»y  him. 

"  We  hear  it  somi-timcs  urged,  that  this  original  right  is  pus-ed  out 
of  memorv,  and  is  obliterated  and  obscured  by  many  transtutiona  of 
property  am)  changes  of  government ;  that  ncarce  any  church  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  the  builders ;  and  that  the  present  pi^rsuni 
have  entered  subsequentlv  upon  the  pretended  rights  by  n  thousand 
accidental  and  unknou-n  causefl.  .Much  of  thin,  perhaps,  is  true. 
But  how  is  t]ie  right  of  patronage  extinguished  ?  If  the  right  fol- 
lowed the  Unda,  it  is  potuesited  by  tlie  same  equity  by  which  the 
bndii  are  |*osscf)sed.  It  is,  in  ^^^^.'ct,  part  of  the  manor,  and  protected 
Ipjf  tJie  same  lawn  with  every  ottier  privilege-  Let  us  suppose  an 
eeUte  forfeited  by  treason,  and  granted  by  the  crown  to  a  new 
family.  With  the  lands  were  fortVited  all  the  riglits  appendj^uit  to 
those  lands ;  by  the  same  pi>wer  that  grunts  tite  lands,  the  rights  also 
are  granted.  The  right  lost  to  the  patron  tiills  not  to  the  people,  but 
is  eitJier  retained  by  the  crown,  or,  wliat  to  tlie  people  i»  tlic  same 
thing,  is  by  the  crown  given  away.  Let  it  cliange  hands  ever  so 
o(Wn.  it  is  p066cs»c<)  by  him  that  receives  it  with  the  same  right  as  it 
waa  conveyed.     It  umv,  indeed,  like  all  our  pof-scsaions,  be  forcibly 
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aeicrd  or  fraurluleiitl}'  obtained.  But  uo  injury  i»  still  tluiiP  to  thp 
people ;  for  what  they  never  had,  they  h«ve  never  lost.  Caius  nwy 
usurp  the  right  of  Titius,  but  neither  Cuius  nor  Titius  injure  the 
people ;  and  no  man's  conscience,  however  tender  or  however  active, 
C4111  prompt  him  to  restore  what  mwy  be  proved  to  hsve  been  never 
taken  a«-ny-  Supposing,  what  I  think  cannot  be  proved,  that  n 
popular  election  ofministerit  were  to  !«■  de-^irwl,  our  desires  are  not 
the  measure  of  equity.  It  were  to  be  tlenired  that  power  should  be 
only  in  the  hands  of  the  merciful,  pm\  richeit  in  the  iKv'tfe^.iion  of  the 
jfcncrmis;  but  the  law  must  leave  both  richea  and  power  where  h 
Bnds  thcin  ;  and  miiitt  often  leave  richer;  witli  tlie  covetous,  and  [wwer 
with  the  cruel.  Convenience  uiny  be  «  rule  in  little  thiuffs,  where  no 
other  rule  has  been  e«tahli»he<l.  But  os  tlie  ^eat  end  of  government 
is  to  give  evcrj*  man  bin  own,  no  inconvenience  is  greater  than  that 
of  making  right  uncertain.  Kor  is  any  man  more  an  enemy  to  public 
penco,  th»n  he  who  fills  we»k  hends  with  imaginary  claims,  and 
breaks  the  M-ries  of  civ!)  Hubordiiuttion,  br  inciting  the  lower  classes 
of  mankind  to  encruarh  upon  the  higher. 

**  Having  t]ms  shown  that  the  right  of  patronage,  being  itriginally 
purchased,  may  be  Wgally  transferred,  and  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  lawful  potocssors,  at  least  as  certainly  h»  any  other  right ; — we 
have  left  to  the  ndvocites  of  the  people  no  other  plea  than  that  of 
convenience.  Let  us,  ihi-refnre,  imw  consider  what  the  people  would 
really  gain  by  a  general  abolition  of  the  right  of  patronage.  What 
is  most  to  be  deatred  by  such  a  change  is,  that  the  countn,-  should  be 
supplied  with  better  miniKters.  Hut  why  should  we  suppose  that 
the  puriiih  will  make  a  wiser  choice  than  the  patron  ?  If  we  suppose 
mnnkind  actuated  by  interest,  the  patron  is  more  likely  tii  choose 
with  caution,  because  he  will  HuRVr  more  by  choosing  wrong.  By 
the  deficiencies  of  his  minister,  or  by  his  vices,  he  is  e<pia11y  offended 
with  the  rest  of  the  congregation  ;  but  he  will  Iiavc  this  reason  more 
to  lament  them,  tliat  they  will  be  imputed  to  his  absurdity  or  cor- 
ruption. The  qualifications  of  n  minister  are  well  known  to  be 
learning  and  piety.  Of  his  le-iming  the  patron  h  probably  the  only 
judge  in  the  parish  ;  and  of  his  piety  not  less  a  judge  than  others; 
and  is  more  likely  to  inquire  minutely  and  diligently  before  he  gives 
a  presentation,  thnn  one  of  the  partK-hi.-il  r.tbble,  who  can  give  no- 
thing but  a  vote.  It  may  be  urged,  that  though  the  parish  might 
not  choose  better  ministers,  they  would  at  least  choose  ministers 
whom  they  like  better,  and  who  would  thcrerorc  officiate  with 
greater  effieac}-.  That  ignorance  and  perverseness  should  always 
obtain  what  they  like  was  never  considered  ns  tlic  end  of  govern- 
ment; of  which  it  is  the  great  and  •standing  benefit,  thut  the  wise  see 
for  the  simple,  and  the  regular  act  for  the  cnprieiou<i.  But  that  this 
argument  •(upposei>  the  people  capable  of  judging,  and  resolute  to  act 
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according  to  their  best  judj^nients,  though  this  Iw  sufficiently  absurd^ 
it  is  nut  all  its  sbsurdity.  Il  supposen  not  unlv  >\  isdunj,  but  unanimity 
in  those,  who  upon  no  ottier  occAfionn  are  unanimous  or  wif^.  If  by 
sonie  stranjfe  concurrence  uU  the  voices  of  a  |>m'ish  should  unite  in 
tile  choice  ot'any  single  ninn,  though  I  could  not  charge  the  patron 
with  injustice  for  pre^entinj;  h  minister,  I  should  censure  hini  a»  un- 
kind and  injudicious.  But.  it  is  evident,  thnt  as  in  all  otlier  popular 
elections  there  will  be  cimtrftriety  of  judgment  nnd  acrimony  of 
paifbiun,  a  parish  upon  every  vucancy  would  break  into  tactions.,  and 
the  contest  for  the  choice  of  a  minister  M-ould  Mft  neighbours  at 
variance,  and  bring  discord  into  faniilits  The  minister  would  be 
taught  nl)  tile  arts  of  u  candidate,  would  flatter  some,  and  bribe  others  ; 
and  the  elector.t,  aa  in  all  otiicr  crises,  would  call  for  holidays  and 
ale,  and  break,  the  heads  of  each  other  during  the  jollity  of  the  ciuivasM. 
The  time  must,  however,  come  nt  last,  when  one  of  the  factions  must 
prevail,  and  one  of  the  ministers  get  |Kit>M-.t9ion  of  the  church.  On 
what  terms  does  he  enter  upon  his  ministry  but  those  of  enmity  with 
half  his  parish  ?  By  what  prudence  or  what  diligence  can  he  ho|>u 
to  conciliate  the  afiections  of  that  party  by  whose  defeat  he  has  ob- 
tained his  living  ?  Kvery  man  who  vote<l  against  him  u-ill  enter  the 
church  with  lianging  head  and  downcast  eyes,  afraid  to  encuuutcr 
that  neighbour  by  whose  vote  and  influence  he  has  been  overpowenKl. 
He  will  hate  his  neighbour  for  oppoiiiiig  hlni,  and  his  minister  for 
having  prospered  by  the  opposition ;  and  as  he  will  never  see  hiin 
but  wiUi  pain,  he  will  never  s.'e  him  but  with  hatred.  Of  a  minister 
presented  by  the  patron,  the  pansli  has  seldom  any  thing  worse  to 
snv  thun  that  they  do  not  know  him.  Of  a  minintcr  chosen  by  a 
fiopular  cunteiit,  bU  those  who  do  not  favour  him  have  uurbcd  up  in 
their  bosoms  principles  of  hatred  and  reasons  of  rejection  Anger  ii 
excited  principally  by  pride.  The  pride  of  a  common  man  is  very 
little  cXHsperated  by  tlie  supposed  usurpation  of  an  acknowledged 
nuperiour  He  bears  only  his  little  share  of  a  general  evil,  and  suffers 
in  common  with  the  whole  parish :  but  when  tlie  contest  is  between 
equals,  the  defeat  bHS  numy  aggravations;  and  he  tliat  is  defeatctl  by 
his  next  neigiibour  is  seldom  satisfied  without  some  revenge:  and  tt 
IK  hard  to  tny  what  bitterncM  of  malignity  would  prevail  in  r  parish 
where  these  elections  should  happen  to  be  frequent,  and  Uie  enmity 
of  opposition  should  l>e  rekindled  before  it  had  cooled." 
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Thk  following  verses,  written  by  Sir  Alexander  (now 
Lord)  Macdonald,  and  addressed  and  presented  to  Dr. 
Johnson,  at  Armidale,  in  the  Isle  of  Sky,  should  have 
appeared  in  the  proper  place,  if  the  authour  of  this  Journal 
had  been  possessed  of  them ;  but  this  edition  was  almost 
printed  off  when  he  was  accidentally  furnished  with  a  copy 
by  a  friend. — Boswell.  [These  are  the  verses  referred 
to  in  p.  381.  They  have  not  been  removed  to  the  text, 
because  Mr.  Boswell  did  nut  think  proper  to  do  so  in  his 
subsequent  editions,  and  because  the  Editor  really  does 
not  profess  to  understand  them.  It  seems  hard  to  guess 
what  Sir  Alexander  could  have  meant  by  presenting  Dr. 
Johnson  with  such  lines. — Ed.] 

Viator,  o  qui  nostra  per  sequora 
Visurus  agros  Skiaticos  venis, 
En  te  salutantes  tributitn 

Undique  conglomerantur  oris 

Dunaldiani, — quotquot  in  insulis 
Compescit  arctis  limitibus  mure; 
Alitque  janidudum,  ac  aleiidos 
Piflcibua  indigenaa  fovebit 

Ciere  fluctus  siste,  Procelliger, 
Nee  tu  laborans  perge,  precor,  ratis, 
Ne  conjugem  plangat  marita, 
Ne  doleat  soboles  parentem. 

Nee  te  vicissim  pa?niteat  virum 
Luxisse; — vestro  scimus  ut  sestuant 
In  corde  luctantes  dolores. 
Cum  feriant  inopina  corpus. 

Quidni !  peremptum  clade  tuentibus 
Phis  semper  illo  qui  moritur  pati 
Datur,  doloris  dum  profundos 
Pervia  mens  aperit  reeessus. 
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\'al{:te  Uictus  ; — htnc  iBcrymabileii 
Arcete  visiis: — ibimus,  ibitnui 
Suptrbienti  qua  Uieatro 

Fingali.T  meniuruntur  Hular. 

Elustris  hospen!  mox  Kpntiabere 
Qua  fnen*i  ruiiiii'  ducta  nicatibus 
Giiudebit  explorare  ccetus 

Buccinn  qun  cecinit  ti-iimiphos. 

Autlin  }  reaurgens  spiral  anhelitu 
Dux  usitatn,  8U8cIt.it  tfficax 
Pucta  inaiitrs,  iiigruitque 
V'i  solita  redivims  horror. 

Ahena  quasnans  tela  gravi  manu 
Sic  ibat  atrox  Oitfliani  pater : 
Qiiiescat  urn/i,  Htct  fiflcliH 

'Pliersonius  vigil  ad  favillam. 
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[Inscription  on  the  monument  of  Sir  Janios  Mac- 
donaM,  Hart.,  in  the  church  of  Slate,  niid  two  letters  from 
that  young  gentleman  to  his  motlier, — referred  to  in 
p,  384.] 

To  the  memory 

OrSIK  JAMES  flIACDONALD,  Bart. 

Who,  in  the  flower  of  youth. 

Had  attained  to  so  t.-nuiient  a  degree  of  knowledge 

In  matli^maticA,  philoRophy,  languages, 

And  in  every  uthi-r  bnuich  of  useful  and  polite  learning. 

As  few  havt!  acquired  in  a  long  life 

Wholly  devoted  to  study  : 

Yet  to  tliis  erudition  he  joined. 

What  can  rarely  be  found  witli  it, 

Great  talent^  for  business, 

(Jreat  propriety  of  Iwhaviour, 

Great  poHtencsj*  of  manners  ! 

His  I'ltKjuence  was  sweet,  correct,  and  flowing  ; 

His  memory  v-ist  and  exact  ; 
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His  judgment  strong  and  acute } 

All  which  endowments,  united 

With  the  most  amiable  temper 

And  every  private  virtue. 

Procured  him^  not  only  in  his  own  country. 

But  also  from  foreign  nations,     . 

The  highest  marks  of  esteem. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1766, 

The  25th  of  his  life. 

After  a  long  And  extremely  painful  illness. 

Which  he  supported  with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude. 

He  died  at  Rome, 

Where,  notwithstanding  the  difference  of  religion. 

Such  extraordinary  honours  were  paid  to  his  memory. 

As  had  never  graced  that  of  any  other  British  subject. 

Since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney. 

The  fame  he  left  behind  him  is  the  best  consolation 

To  his  a£Bicted  family. 

And  to  his  countrymen  in  this  isle. 

For  whose  benefit  he  had  planned 

Many  useful  improvements. 

Which  his  fruitful  genius  suggested. 

And  his  active  spirit  promoted. 

Under  the  sober  direction 

Of  a  clear  and  enlightened  understanding. 

Reader,  bewail  our  loss. 

And  that  of  all  Britain. 

In  testimony  of  her  love, 

And  as  the  best  return  she  can  make 

To  her  departed  son. 

For  the  constant  tenderness  and  affection 

Which,  even  to  his  last  moments, 

He  showed  for  her, 

His  much  afflicted  mother. 

The  LADY  MARGARET  MACDONALD, 

Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Eglintoune, 

Erected  this  monument, 

A.  D.  1768. 

This  extraordinary  young  man,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  know- 
ing intimately,  having  been  deeply  regretted  by  his  country,  the  most 
minute  particulars  concerning  him  must  be  interesting  to  many.  I 
shall  therefore  insert  his  two  last  letters  to  his  mother,  Lady  Margaret 
Macdonald,  which  her  ladyship  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to 
me. 
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■ta  JAHKH  MAI-noNALD  TO  IMDY  UAROARKT. 

*' Romr,  ath  July,  17«6. 
"  My  dkar  mothbb,— Ye»icr»luy'»  post  brought  nie  your  answer 
to  the  first  letter  in  which  I  acqiiaiiite<1  you  ot'  my  illne-i*.  Your 
tendemeiw  and  concern  upon  ihnl  accuinit  are  thesHnif  t  have  alwiivs 
experieneetl,  and  to  whidi  I  hiive  often  owed  my  Hfe.  Indet'd  it 
never  was  in  tm  great  danger  as  it  has  been  lutclv ;  and  tliough  it 
would  have  been  a  verj-  jj^Trat  eomfurt  to  me  to  have  bad  you  near  me, 
yet  perliaps  I  oii^ht  to  rejoice,  on  your  account,  that  you  had  not  the 
pftin  of  »iich  fl  ^pecttcle.  I  huve  liot-n  now  a  week  in  Rome,  and  wi-ih 
I  could  coTitinue  to  give  you  the  ttaine  giHKl  ac-counts  of  mv  recovery 
•5  I  did  in  my  last;  but  I  miisi  own  that,  fur  three  days  past,  I  have 
been  in  a  very  weak  and  miserable  state,  which  however  .neemo  to  give 
no  uneasiness  to  my  physician.  My  stomach  has  been  greatly  out  of 
order,  without  any  visible  caudc ;  and  the  palpitation  doe»  not  decre-iiw, 
I  am  told  that  my  stom;ich  will  soon  recover  its  tone,  and  that  the 
palpitation  must  ce;i*e  in  time.  So  I  «m  willing  to  believe  ;  and  with 
thi»(  hope  support  the  little  remains  of  spirits  which  I  can  be  supposed 
lu  have,  on  U^e  forty-twverth  day  of  such  an  illness.  Do  not  imagine 
I  have  relapsed  ;  I  only  recover  slower  than  I  expected.  If  my  If  iter 
is  shorter  than  usual,  the  cause  of  it  is  a  dose  of  physic,  which  has 
weakened  me  so  much  to-day,  that  I  am  not  able  to  write  a  long  letter. 
]  will  m.'ikeup  fur  it  nvxi  pust,.<ind  remain  always  your  most  sincerely 
affectionate  son,  "  J.  MACooNALn." 

He  grew,  however,  gradually  worse;  and  on  the  night  before  his 
death  he  wrote  as  follows  from  Frvacati : 

"  My  orah  biotmkr, — Though  I  iliti  nut  mean  to  deceive  you  in 
my  last  letter  from  Rome,  yet  certainly  you  would  liave  very  little 
reason  to  amrlude  of  the  very  great  and  constant  danger  I  have 
gone  through  ever  since  that  time.  My  life,  which  h  still  almost  en- 
tirely desperate,  did  not  at  that  lime  ap|tear  to  me  so,  otherwi»e 
I  shoultl  have  represented,  in  il»  true  colours^  a  fact  which  acquires 
very  little  horror  l>y  tiwt  means,  and  comes  with  r«loubled  force 
by  deception.  There  is  no  circumstance  of  danger  and  pain  of  which 
1  have  not  had  the  experience,  for  a  continued  series  of  above  a 
fortnight ;  during  which  time  1  have  settled  my  affmrs,  after  my 
death,  witli  as  nuich  disiinctncs»  ns  the  hurry  and  the  nature  of  the 
thing  could  admit  of.  In  caj*  of  the  worst,  the  Abbt*  iinmt  will  be 
my  executor  iu  this  part  of  tlie  world,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie  in  Sctttlaiid, 
where  my  object  has  been  to  make  you  and  my  younger  brotlier  as 
indqKndent  of  the  eldest  as  possible." — Bo.'*well. 
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[Memoihs  of  bis  own  Life,  by  tbe  late  General 
Macleod, — referred  to  in  p.  409,  ftnd  several  subsequent 
notes. 1 

[1785.] 

"  Havinj^  often  been  highly  entertained  ond  instniL'tcd  by  the  perusal 
of  memoirs  of  men  who  have  lived  in  an  interesting  period,  and  who , 
have  borne  some  pari  in  the  tronsactions  of  their  time,  a  thought  lia»  j 
for  some  time  possessed  me  of  leaving  to  my  family  and  friends  an  < 
account  nf  inyAelf,  and  of  th(ist>  tiifiitrs  in  which  1  have  btvn,  ur  may  j 
hereatter  be,  engaf^ed.     iNfy  chief  dcsij^Uj  if  I  shall  live  to  execute  it, 
is  to  make  my  son  acquaintetl  with  his  father,  to  inform  him  of  the 
tank  and  situation  in  which  I  found  the  family,  which  he  should 
think  himself  bom  to  raise  and  advance,  and  to  encourage  lu'm,  by 
my  example,  to  )>erdeverc  in  the  deMgn  nf  acquiring  that  station  in 
the  state  to  which  our  blood  entitles  him  ;  but  to  which  the  local 
position  of  our  ancestors  has  yet  hindered  u.h  from  attaining. 

*'  My  family  is  derived  from  the  ancient  royal  stock  of  Denmark.  In 
those  unhappy  times,  when  heroism  waH  little  better  than  pirac)*,and 
when  the  Danes  first  infenteil  and  then  .suhducfl  England,  my  ancestor 
M'flfl  inverted  with  the  tributary  soverei^ity  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  His 
hittlory,  Ujc  8uece*8ion,  or  the  share  the?e  princeii  of  Man  had  in  the 
prediitory  wiirs  of  that  rude  age,  are  lost  in  «lark  and  vague  tradition. 
The  first  fact,  M-)iieh  seems  clearly  ascertained,  is,  Uiat  Leod,  ttie  son 
of  the  King  of  Man.  on  the  conquest  of  that  inland  by  the  English, 
in  ,  under  the  Earl  of  Derby,   fled  with  hi^  followers  to  the 

Hebrides.  He  probably  found  his  countrymen  there;  and  either  by 
fonquest,  agiecment,  or  alliance,  posBe.'i8e<l  liimitelf  of  that  pan  of 
Uicse  isles  now  called  Lewes  and  Harries. 

"  Leod  had  twi>  »ons,  Tomiod  and  Torquil.  The  fir.it  married  the 
daughter  of  a  powerful  chief  in  the  Isle  of  Skyc  ;  he  was  a.  warrior, 
and  of  great  prowess  ;  his  fjither  gave  or  left  to  him  Harries  ;  and,  by 
dint  of  ilia  valour  and  marriage,  he  possessed  him!»elf  of  a  large  do> 
wain  in  Skye  ;  which,  together  with  Harrifct,  I,  his  lineal  successor, 
inherited ;  Torquil  and  his  posterity  possessed  Lewes  ;  which,  witli 
other  acquisition!*,  ihey  have  since  lost,  and  that  family  is  now  re- 
presented by  Mucleod  of  Kasny.  From  I/eod,  whose  n.in)c  is  held  in 
high  traditional  veneration,  all  his  descendants,  and  many  of  bis  fol- 
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hsTe  taken  tlip  patronymic  of  Macleod.  Afyftncesiors.  wln>sc 
ftndljr-sest  lias  nlways  been  at  Dunv?g»ii.  seetn  to  have  lived,  tbr 
Millie  ceiitiiricd,  as  might  be  expected  Irnm  men  who  had  gaine<l  their 
Und5  by  their  swords,  and  who  were  placed  in  i!>Iiuids  of  no  easy 
access.  They  had  frequent  wars  and  alliancea  with  their  neighbonr« 
in  Skye,  by  which  it  .tppeari*  they  neither  gained  nor  h)st ;  they 
frequently  attat-ked  ur  HiisiHted  the  petty  kin^s  in  Ireland,  or  the 
chi«t«  on  tlie  coaxt  of  Scotland,  but  ttipy  neither  increased  nor 
diminished  their  own  pu&setwions.  In  the  reij^n  of  King  David 
of  Scotland,  they  at  last  took  a  charter  for  their  lands,  from  wliich 
time  tliey  Aeem  long  to  have  practised  the  patriarchal  life,  beloved 
by  their  people,  unconnected  with  the  govennnent  of  Scotland, 
and  undi^urbed  by  it  Wlien  Jauicii  the  Sixth  wan  about  to  tike 
possession  of  the  throne  of  Englund,  i^lacleuil,  called  Hoderick  More, 
froni  his  great  size  and  strength  ',  went  to  Edinburgh  to  pay  his 
homage.  Jt  is  remarkable,  diat  this  chiel^ain  wan  an  adept  in  J^atin, 
had  travelled  on  the  Continent,  and  upoke  French  witJi  fluency, 
but  could  neither  utter  nnr  understand  the  Scottish  or  KngliKh  diiilect. 
Two  younger  aonti  of  Roderick  led  a  body  of  Macleodi*  to  the  as> 
si&tance  of  Charlea  the  Second,  who  knighted  them,  and  they,  like 
their  unfortunate  sovereign,  escaptil^  with  the  los*  of  their  followers,, 
from  the  fatal  field  of  Worcesler.  From  John,  their  elder  brother, 
I  am  dfscendtHl,  hit  son  being  an  orplian  minor,  when  lii^  uncles  led 
the  clan  to  battle.  It  is  singular,  tliat  my  great  grandfather,  by  his 
marriage  with  .  descended  from  the  family  of  Athol, 

has  mixed  with  the  bloud  of  LlhkI  and  tliat  of  tlie  Earl  of  Derby,  who 
dr«)ve  him  from  .Alan  ;  and  that  I  am  thus,  prol>ably,  the  descendant 
of  ttie  invading  earl  and  the  expelled  prinei*. 

•'  Jfy  grandfather,  Normnn,  waa  an  only  and  posthumous  son  ;  by  the 
Inifcality  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  savings  of  his  minority,  he  found 
our  ancient  inheritance  in  the  most  prosperous  condition.  I  knew 
hiro  in  Ins  advanced  age ;  lutd  from  himself,  and  many  other  friends, 
have  Itcard  much  of  the  transaction^  of  his  life.  AVith  a  body  singu- 
larly well  made  and  active,  he  possessed  very  lively  parts.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  introduced  him  to  the  public  with  great-' 
advantage;  and,  till  the  unfortunate  l'J4o,  be  was  much  considered. 
An  attachment  to  the  race  of  Stuart  then  prevailed  in  Scotland  ;  and 
many  of  the  leading  men  in  England  9till  favoured  it.  His  inde> 
pendent  fortune  and  promising  rharacti>r  early  obtained  him  tiie 
representation  in  )uir1iament  of  Invernesshire.  his  native  county. 
The  nmnbers  and  fidelity  of  his  clan,  and  hi»  influence  witli  his 
neighbours,  were  known  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many 
allurements  were  held  out  to  seduce  him  into  engagements,  which 

•  [.Mr.  B«vcU  lUtct,  antf,  p.  438,  tliM  he  wu  to  called,  not  from  hit  aixe,  but  Itii 
mjiirii. — Ed.] 
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were  th«n  cotuidered  only  as  diuigerous,  but  neither  guilty  nur 
iKmoursble. 

•'  It  would  be  neither  pleasing  nor  u»erul  to  inquire  how  deeply  he 
wu  concerned  in  the  preludes  to  die  rebelliun;  n»r,  indeed,  have  l^-. 
been  able  to  leam.  It  is  certain  that,  in  the  rear  1746,  he  riu£e<l  ol 
company  of  his  vajwads  to  serve  under  my  father,  his  only  son,  in 
Lord  Loudon's  regiment,  and  at^erwards  appeared,  with  »ix  hundred 
of  his  clan,  in  defence  of  the  prew;*nt  royal  family.  From  this  period 
be  was  unfortunnte ;  the  jacohiteiit  treated  him  as  an  ajwtstate,  and  the 
inicceMful  party  did  nut  reward  his  loyalty.  The  former  course  of 
his  life  had  been  expensive  ;  hi*  temper  was  convivial  and  hospitable; 
and  he  cnntinuetl  to  impair  his  fortune  till  his  death,  in  1772.  Hi 
wu  the  first  of  our  family  who  was  led,  by  the  ehnnge  of  manner 
to  le«re  the  patriarchal  jt^vemment  of  his  clan,  and  tu  mix  in  tt 
pursuiu  and  ambition  of  the  world.  It  wis  not  then  comroun  to 
the  reiiresenlalives  af  the  His"hland  tribes  endeavouring  t4»  rail 
tlirmselven  to  eminence  in  tlie  nation  by  the  art»  of  eloquence, 
reg-ular  military  gradation ;  they  were  contented  with  their  privit 
opulence  and  locid  dignity,  or  tru»te<l  their  rank  in  the  state  to  iJ 
antiquity  of  their  families,  or  their  provincial  influence.  Had  Noi 
felt  in  his  youth  the  necensily  of  professional  or  parliamentai 
exertions,  and  had  he  rn-eived  a  suitable  etlucation.  he  would  n 
have  let)  his  family  in  dlMrcfis:  but  the  excellence  of  his  parut  ai 
the  vigour  of  his  mind  would  have  nttsincd  a  station  more  advant 
for  the  flight  of  his  successors. 

'•  I  was  born  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1754,  at  Brodie^house,  thi 
seat  of  my  niaternnl* grandfather,  Brodie  of  Brodie,  Lyon  King  at 
Anns.     U'hen   I   iitlained  the  age  of  eleven,  my  father,  with  liis 
family,  went  to  rcsiile  at  Beverley,  in  Yorkshire,  where,  in  the  year 
following,  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  minster.     1  wa»  plau 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  George  Stuart,  one  of  the  professors  in 
college  of  Edinburgh ;  ami  the  abilities,  care,  and  maternal  love 
my  surviving  parent  left  me  no  other  reason  to  regret  my  father,  th« 
that  which  nature  dictates  for  a  brave.  wurUiy,  and  so  near  relation. 

"  Un<UT  Mr.  Stuart,  and  in  the  sight  of  my  grandfather,  who  tirn 
near  Edinburgh,  I  rontiimed  to  pursue  an  excellent  and  cbusit 
education  for  near  five  years;  in  tliis  time  I  obtained  u  comi 
knowliilgc  of  Ijatin  and  French ;  and  1  acquired  a  taste  for  reodir 
and  a  desire  of  general  knowle<lge  which  has  never  left  me,      I  wi 
permitted  to  pay  a  vinit  to  my  mother,  who  had  settled  in  Ilampshin 
for  tJie  education  of  her  daughters ;  after  which  I  was  mmmoned 
the  University  of  St.  Andrew's  by  my  grandfather,  who  had  taken 
house  in  the  neighl>oiirhortd.      Here,  for  one  year,   I  attended 
lecture*  iif  Dr.  Watson  (author  of  t!ic  History  of  Philip  the  Second] 
on  logic,  rhetoric,  and  bdlcs  leltrei,  and  lho«e  of  Dr.  Williie,  tuthorl 
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of  the  Epi^onijHl,  <m  Natural  Philosophy;  I  aleo  rcwl  Itulinn.  Next 
summer  I  apiiii  visited  my  mother ;  and  was  sent  in  the  winter  to 
Univerfiity  College,  in  Oxford.  My  tutor,  Mr.  George  Strahaii, 
Kealously  endeavoured  to  supply  my  deficiency  in  Greek,  and  I  made 
some  proffrcM ;  but  approaching  now  to  mnnhnnd,  having  got  a  tine* 
tore  of  more  entertniniiig  and  pWnning  kni»wle(lge,  and  a  taste  for  tlie 
I^tin,  French,  and  Knglr^^h  rlawsirii,  I  roiild  never  sufficiently  labour 
again  as  a  pchoolboy,  M-hich  I  nnw  and  will  f«r  ever  lament. 

"  I  have  no  title  to  impoKe  myself  on  my  son  as  a  learned  man  ;  my 
reading  has  been  genentl  and  diffuse ;  a  schoUr  would  very  justly 
call  it  suptTfeinl ;  but  if  superficial  knowledge  has  contributed  bo 
much  to  my  happiness,  liow  fondly  should  1  recommend  larger  and 
more  solid  nttHinnient!>  to  my  fnturr  self ! 

"  In  the  year  177^ .  a  strange  pa«j«ion  far  emigrating  to  America 
seized  many  of  the  middling  and  poorer  sort  of  Highlanders.  I'hu 
change  of  manners  in  their  chiet\ains,  fince  X'^A^y,  produced  cffectii 
whirh  were  evidently  the  proximnte  cause  <if  this  nnnotunil  derelic- 
tion of  their  own,  and  appetite  for  a  foreign,  country.  'I"he  lawn 
which  deprived  the  IlighUndt-rft  of  their  arms  and  garb  would  cer- 
tainly have  destroyed  the  feudal  military  powers  of  the  chieftains  ; 
but  the  fond  attachment  of  the  people  to  their  )>atriareh8  would  have 
yielded  to  no  hiws.  They  were  themselves  the  riestniyera  of  ihnt 
plaiving  influeTH-c.  Snckcii  into  the  vortex  of  the  nation,  and  allured 
lo  the  capitals,  they  degenerated  from  patriarchs  and  chieftains  to 
landlords;  and  they  became  n»  anxious  for  increase  of  rent  as  the 
new-made  lairdit — the  mvi  Auminrs — the  mercantile  purchascT.4  of  the 
Lowlands.  J^Iany  tenantjt,  whose  fatliers,  for  generations,  had  en- 
jojfed  their  little  spots,  were  removed  for  higher  bidders.  Those 
who  agreed,  at  any  price,  for  their  ancient  iarfg,  were  forced  to 
pay  an  intTcased  rent,  without  being  taught  any  new  method  to 
increase  their  produce.  In  the  Hcbrideit,  especially,  thia  change 
was  not  gradual,  but  sudden, — and  Kudden  and  baleful  were 
its  effects.  The  people,  freetl  by  the  laws  from  the  power  of  the 
chieftains,  and  lo<»sened  by  the  chiet^ins  tliemselves  from  tlit-  bouda 
of  affection,  turned  their  eyes  and  their  hearts  to  new  jjccnes.  America 
seemed  tu  ojien  its  arms  to  receive  every  discontented  Briton.  To 
those  possessed  of  very  small  sums  of  money,  it  offered  large  po»- 
seasitms  of  uncultivated  but  excellent  land,  in  a  preferable  climate  ; — 
to  the  fKwr,  it  held  out  high  wages  for  labour; — to  all,  it  promised 
property  and  independence.  Many  artfid  emissaries,  who  had  an 
interest  in  the  transportation  or  settlement  of  emigrants,  industriously 
displayed  these  temptations;  and  the  desire  of  leaving  their  country, 
for  the  new  Uml  of  promise,  became  furious  anil  epidemic.  Like  all 
other  {fopular  furies,  it  infected  not  only  thoite  who  had  reason  to 
complain  of  their  aitiwtion  or  injuries,  but  those  who  were  most 
favouretl  and  most  comfortably  settled.     In  the  beginning  of  J  772, 
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my  grandfather^  who  had  always  been  a  most  beneficent  and  beloved 
chieftain,  but  whose  necessities  had  lately  induced  him  to  raise  his 
rents,  became  much  alarmed  by  this  new  spirit  which  had  reached 
his  clan.  Aged  and  infirm,  be  was  unable  to  apply  the  remedy  in 
person ; — he  devolved  the  task  on  me ;  and  gave  me  for  an  assistant 
our  nearest  male  relation.  Colonel  Macleod,  of  Talisker.  The  duty 
imposed  on  us  was  difficult :  the  estate  was  loaded  with  debt,  incum- 
bered with  a  numerous  issue  from  himself  and  my  father,  and  charged 
with  some  jointures.  His  tenants  had  lost,  in  that  severe  winter,  above 
a  third  of  their  cattle,  which  constituted  their  substance ;  their  spirits 
were  soured  by  their  losses,  and  the  late  augmentations  of  rent ;  and 
their  ideas  of  America  were  inflamed  by  the  strongest  representations, 
and  the  example  of  their  neighbouring  clans.  My  friend  and  I  were 
empowered  to  grant  such  deductions  in  the  rents  as  might  seem 
necessary  and  reasonable ;  but  we  foimd  it  terrible  to  decide  between 
the  justice  to  creditors,  the  necessities  of  an  ancient  family  which  we 
ourselves  represented,  and  the  claims  and  distresses  of  an  impoverished 
tenantry.  To  God  I  owe,  and  I  trust  will  ever  pay,  the  most  fervent 
thanks  that  this  terrible  task  enabled  us  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
circumstances  (though  then  unlooked  for)  that  I  hope  will  prove  the 
means  not  only  of  the  rescue,  but  of  the  aggrandisement  of  our 
family.  I  was  young,  and  had  the  warmth  of  the  liberal  passions 
natural  to  that  age ;  I  called  the  people  of  the  different  districts  of 
our  estate  together ;  I  laid  before  them  the  situation  of  our  family — 
its  debts,  its  burthens,  its  distress;  I  acknowledged  the  hardships 
under  which  they  laboured  ;  I  described  and  reminded  them  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  and  their  ancestors  had  lived  with  mine ;  I 
combated  their  passion  for  America  by  a  real  account  of  the  dangers 
and  hardships  they  might  encounter  there  ;  I  besought  them  to  love 
their  young  chieftain,  and  to  renew  with  him  the  ancient  manners; 
I  promised  to  live  among  them  ;  I  threw  myself  upon  them ;  I  re- 
called to  their  remembrance  an  ancestor  who  had  also  found  his  estate 
in  ruin,  and  whose  memory  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration ;  I 
desired  every  district  to  point  out  some  of  their  oldest  and  most 
respected  men,  to  settle  with  me  every  claim  ;  and  I  promised  to  do 
every  thing  for  their  relief  which  in  reason  I  could.  My  worthy 
relation  ably  seconded  me,  and  our  labour  was  not  in  vain.  We  gave 
considerable  abatements  in  the  rents  ;  few  emigrated  ;  and  the  dan 
conceived  the  most  lively  attachment  to  me,  which  they  most  effectu- 
ally manifested,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of  these  memoirs.  When 
we  were  engaged  in  these  affairs,  my  grandfather  died,  and  was  buried 
at  St  Andrew's.  I  returned  to  Hampshire,  and  easily  prevailed  with 
my  excellent  mother  and  sisters  to  repair,  in  performance  of  my  pri>- 
mise,  to  my  clan,  to  Dunvegan.  In  my  first  visit  to  Skye,  Mr.  Pen- 
nant arrived  there ;  and  he  has  kindly  noticed  in  his  tour  the  exertions 
we  then  made. 
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"  T  reniatnetl  at  home  with  my  family  and  clan  till  the  end  of  1 77^  ; 
but  I  confess  that  I  consider  thiit  as  the  must  glooiny  period  of  my 
life.  Educated  in  ft  libpml  manner,  fired  with  ambition,  fund  of  so- 
ciety, I  found  myself  in  conAnemcnt  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  world  ; 
without  any  hope  of  extinfjiiishing  the  debti  of  my  fiimtlv,  or  of  ever 
emergitig  from  povi-rty  and  obscurity.  Along  life  of  painful  economy 
Kemed  my  on\y  nietliod  to  prrfornt  the  duty  I  owed  to  my  .-incestors 
and  posterity  ;  and  the  burden  wns  so  heav}'.  that  only  partial  relief 
could  be  hoped  even  from  tlint  melancholy  sacrifice.  I  had  also  the 
torment  of  seeing  my  mother  and  ffiiiter«,  who  were  fitted  for  better 
aceiies,  inmiiired  witli  mc  ;  and  their  aiTecttonate  patience  only  added 
to  my  fiufTerinp*. 

"In  l/i-l'  l*r.  Samuel  Johneon,  with  his  compnniun,  Sir.  Bos- 
well,  visited  our  dreary  regions :  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  en- 
abled to  practise  the  virtue  of  hospitality  on  this  occasion.  The 
learned  traveller  i^ent  a  furtmght  at  Dunvegan  ;  and  indeed  amply 
repaid  our  Ciire«  to  please  him  by  the  ino»t  iufttrurlive  and  eiitertkin- 
ing  conversation.  I  procured  for  him  the  company  of  the  m«»t 
learned  derg^nuen  and  Hagscious  inhabitants  of  Uie  inlands ;  and 
every  otlicr  assistance  within  our  power  to  the  inquiries  he  wished  to 
nudte. 

"  The  nature  of  tho^  inquiries,  and  the  extraordinary  character 
uf  Dr.  JotmiKin,  may  m:dcc  some  account  of  iheui  from  mc  ngrceuble. 

"  His  princiiml  design  w;is  to  find  proofs  of  the  inauOienUrlty 
of  Onsian's  poems ;  and  in  his  inquirieit  it  became  very  soon  evi- 
dent that  he  wished  not  to  find  them  genuine.  I  vax  present  in  a 
part  of  his  scorch  ;  his  decittion  is  now  well  known ;  and  J  will  very 
freely  relate  what  I  know  of  them.  Dr.  M'Quceti,  a  very  learnetl 
minister  in  Skye,  attended  him  ;  and  was  the  )>enu)n  whom  he  most 
questioned,  and  through  whuni  he  proposed  hia  qucstiuna  to  others. 

The  first  question  he  insisted  on  was  whether  any  person  had  ever 
Been  the  Poems  of  Ossian  in  Jnnnuticript,  as  the  translator  had  found 
thcni ;  how  and  where  these  manuecriptK  hiid  been  preserved ;  and 
whether  faith  was  given  to  them  by  the  Highlanders.''  I  must  avow 
that,  from  the  answers  given  to  thej^e  quefrtiomt,  he  had  no  right  to 
believe  Uie  manuscripts  genuine.  In  this  he  exulted  much ;  and 
formed  an  unjuNt  conclusion^  thnt  because  tlie  translator  had  been 
guilty  of  an  ini|H>Kition,  the  whole  poem!)  were  impofitions.  Dr. 
AI'Queen  brouglit  him,  in  my  opinion,  very  full  proofs  of  Ids  error. 
He  produced  several  gentlemen  who  had  hear<I  re])eate<l  in  Krse  long 
pnwages  uf  tliesc  poems-,  which  they  averred  did  coincide  with  the 

■  [The  rcftder  will  ikt^iad^  'gree  with  the  editor  thai  this  litlle  «tror  of  ilntc  niUU  u> 
the  intottU  of  iht(«  mi-moira :  it  U  >n  ■dditionBl  proof  xhmt  iIkj  vere  not  Mudbed  or 
comeicd  for  tlie  jtublit  eye.  U  mint  be  re-.nembuvd  th«t  Mr.  Donwcira  Tour  wu  not 
publi«hcd  when  ttits  wan  written. — Ko.  | 

*  \M'c  r»dily  fatpxt  Mcckod  his  dcstrffto  save  u  much  w  poulble  from  the  wttrk 
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translation ;  and  he  even  procured  a  person  who  recited  some  lines 
himself.  Had  Dr.  Johnson's  time  permittud,  many  proofs  of  the 
same  nature  would  have  been  adduced ;  but  he  did  not  wish  for 
them.  My  opinion  of  this  controversy  is  that  the  poems  certainly 
did  exist  in  detached  pieces  and  fra^^ents ;  that  few  of  them  had 
been  committed  to  paper  before  the  time  of  the  translator ;  that  he 
collected  most  of  them  from  persons  who  could  recite  them,  or  parts  of 
them ;  that  he  arranged  and  connected  the  parts,  and  perhaps  made 
imitative  additions  for  the  sake,  of  connexion ;  that  those  additions 
cannot  *  be  large  or  numerous ;  and  that  the  foundations  and  genuine 
remains  of  the  poems  are  sufficiently  authentic  for  every  purpose  of 
taste  or  criticism.  It  might  be  wished^  for  the  sake  of  squeamish 
critics,  that  the  translator  had  given  them  to  the  world  ss  he  found 
them ;  though,  as  a  reader,  I  own  myself  delighted  with  Fingal  and 
Temora,  in  their  present  appearance. 

**  The  most  sceptical  writers  on  other  subjects  never  applied  the 
laws  of  evidence  more  strictly  than  Dr.  Johnson  did  in  his  inquiriea 
about  Ossian :  he  was  not  so  precise  in  other  matters.  The  ridiculous 
notion  of  the  second-siffht,  or  of  supernatural  visions,  was  not  disre- 
lished by  him.  He  listened  to  all  tlie  fables  of  that  nature  which 
abound  in  the  Highlands;  and,  though  no  one  fact  was  so  well 
vouched  as  to  command  its  particular  belief,  he  held  that  the  thing 
was  not  impossible ;  and  that  the  number  of  facts  allied  formed  a 
favourable  presumption. 

*'  No  human  being  is  perfect  in  any  thing :  the  mind  which  i» 
611ed  with  just  devotion  is  apt  to  sink  into  superstition ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  genius  which  detects  holy  imposition  frequently 
slides  into  presumptuous  infldelity." 

[Thus  abruptly  ends  a  paper  which  every  reader  will 
wish  had  been  longer. — Ed.] 

of  OssiM) ;  and  subsequent  publications  have  ccrtainljr  adduced  some  passages  of  Mae- 

Crson's  venioQ  which  have  been  found  in  the  original  Ene;  but  we  can  find  in 
well  (who  probably  quotes  all  ^at  Johnson  knew)  but  one  such  passage,  and  that 
parage  was  acconipsnied  by  two  oihere ;  one  of  which  was  tonuihing  like,  and  the 
other  nothing  like  Macpberson's  venion. —  Ed.] 

■  [Why  not  ?  All  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  they  fbnncd  ibe  bulky  thoogfa, 
peifaapm  not  the  spirit  of  the  work Ed.] 
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[Account  of  the  escape  of  the  young  Pretender,  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Bo&v.eXl'-re/erred  to  (mh  Wh  Sept.  1773) 
p,  420.] 

Prince  Charles  Kdward,  nf\«r  the  battle  of  Culloden,  was  conveyed 
to  what  is  culletl  the  Long  Island,  where  he  lay  for  some  time  con-, 
cealed.     But  intelligenre  hAving  been  obtained  where  he  wna,  and  %\ 
number  of  troops  having  come  in  quest  nf  him,  it  became  aUxolutely, 
neoewaiy  for  him  to  quit  tluit  country  witliout  delay.     Mis*  Flora.^ 
Macdonald,  then  a  young  lady,  animated  by  what  she  thought  lite 
sacred  principle  of  loyalty,  oBered,  with  tlie  magnanimity  ufa  heroine, 
to  accompany  him  in  an  open  boat  to  Sky,  though  the  coast  they  wer#. 
to  quit  was  guarded  by  ship^.  He  dressed  himself  in  women's  clothi-s, , 
and  passed  as  her  supposetl  maid,  by  the  name  of  Betty  Bourke,  an 
Irish  girl.    They  got  otf  undiscovcml,  though  several  shot^  were  fired j 
to  bring  them  to,  and  landed  at  MugHtot,  Uie  sent  of  Sir  Alexander^ 
Macdonald.     Sir  Alexander  was  then  at  Fort  Augustus,  with  thei 
Duke  uf  Cumberland  ;  but  his  lady  was  at  hume.     Prince  Charleti 
took  bis  po»t  upon  a  hilt  near  the  house.      Flora  Macdonald  waited 
OTD  Lady  Margaret ',  and  acquatuted  her  of  the  enterprise  in  uhich 
she  was  engaged.     Her  ladysliip,  whose  active  benevolence  was  ever 
■ecmded  by  superior  talenb;,  ithowed  a  {>erfect  presence  of  mind  and , 
readiness  of  invention,  and  at  once  itcltleJ  that  Prince  Charles  should. 
be  conducted  to  old  Raaat/,  who  was  himself  concealed  with  som*] 
select  friends.    The  plan  was  instantly  couununicated  to  Kingsburg^, 
who  despatched  to  the  hill  to  inform  the  wanderer,  and  carry  him 
refreshments     When  KhtgsbHrgh  approaclied,  he  started  up,  and 
advanced,  holding  a  large  knotted  stick,  and  in  appearance  ready  ta* 
knock  him  down,  till  he  said,  "  I  am  Macdonald  of  Kingsburgh, 

'  [Th«igh  h<T  husband  took  mtiw  fiir  ihc  hoitw  of  Haaorrr,  iJic  wm  nuipetud  <*f 
bring  ui  anknt  jacobiic;  utd,  on  ch«l  supposition,  t'lon  3lacdoDald  pjuidol  the  Pre- 
tender to  MugKtdt.— Ed.)  [On  the  tiihjcct  of  l^tdy  Maiyan-t  M)u.-d(initlil,  it  n  im- 
iililiV  to  OtnTt  u  MMcdoit  which  doo  much  hoitour  w  Frvdi-ntk,  Prince  of  Wales. 
B;  MOM  chuMk  Lady  Afargnrct  had  bc«o  pmcDInl  to  ihc  princ«st,  who,  whin  «lii> 
kanil  whn  8h«TT  she  liiul  taken  In  tlic  ChFv:itirT*B  i.iirs|ic  tuoimcd  m  csnioi-  hi-nsrlf 
to  ih*  prince,  uid  explain  to  hini  that  the  wu  not  uwarr  tluit  Ladir  MAncmt  wu  iha 
fNftan  who  h*A  harbouml  dir  futptivc.  The  prbn'*  aiuwef  Wtt&  nobk  :  ''  Ar.d  w< 
jrw  not  have  done  the  aune,  nutdain.  hid  he  coine  to  ja»,  u  m  her,  in  dotms 
danger?  J  hop* — 1  snt  tan  jrou  would  :" — NTaltrk  i>cott.] 
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come  to  wrrt  your  hiji^ness."  The  wanderer  answered,  "  It  is  well,"] 
anil  was  Mstisfifd  with  the  plan. 

Flora  Macdonald  dined  wiUi  Lady  j^I-irgnret,  at  whose  tabic  there 
sat  an  officer  of  the  amiy,  atatione*!  here  with  u  i>arty  of  soldiera,  Ittj 
watch  for  Prince  Charles  in  wise  i»f  his  flying  to  the  iale  of  Sky.  She] 
nUerwards  fiften  laiiirhetl  in  good  humour  with  this  gentleman,  on  herj 
hn\"injr  ko  well  (Ie<viv**d  him. 

After  dimier.  Flora  Miicdunsld  on  horselwck,  and  her  suppos 
nuid,  and  K'mgtbnrgh,  with  a  servant  carrj-ing  !M>me  linen,  all  on  fo 
proceeded  towards  that  gentleman's  hmise.     Upon  the  road  was 
small  rivulet  which  they  were  obliged  to  cross.     The  w^anderer,  fo 
getting  hia  aasumetl  tex.that  hin  clothes  might  not  be  wet,  held  the 
tip  a  greAt  deal,  too  high.     K'mgsbaryh  mentionetl  th»  to  lum,  o\ 
servhigj  it  might   make  a  discovery.     He  said  he   would  be 
caret'ol  for  the  future.     He  was  as  good  m  his  word ;  for  the  nt 
brook  ihey  crossed,  he  did  not  hold  up  his  clothes  at  all,  but  let  thi 
Jliiat  upon  tJie  Water.      He  was   very  awkward  in  his  female  drf 
Hi-s  9i«e  was  so  large,  and  hi»  strides  90  great,  thitt  i*oiue  women  whom 
they  mrt  reportwl  tlwl  they  had  seen  a  very  hig  woman,  who  looked 
like  R  man   in  woiujin'B  clotliea,  and  that  perhaps  it  was  (as  th< 
expre»i9ed  themselves)  the  Prinrf,  afier  whom  wi  much  iwarch 
making. 

At  King»burgh  he  met  with  a  most  cordial  reception;  seemed 
at  Bup|>er,  an<l  arter  it  indulged    himselfin  a  cheerful  glass  with 
worthy  host.     A*  he  had  not  hud  hi»  cluUie»  ufT  for  a  long  time, 
comfort  of  a  good  bed  was  highly  reliAhe<l  by  him,  and  he  sli 
M>undly  till  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 

The  ntisiri'sti  of  Corrichatachin  told  me.  that  in  the  forenoon 
went  into  her  fathers  room,  who  wa*  idso  in  bed,  and  suggested 
him  her  apprehensions  that  a  party  of  the  military  might  conic  u| 
and  that  hix  giu'M  and  he  had  Uater  not  remain  here  too  long.     Hi 
father  said,  "  Let  the  jKHir  man  re{>o»c  himself  alter  his  fatigue 
and  OK  fur  me,  I  cure  not,  though  tliey  take  ofTtliis  old  gray  head 
or  eleven  years  sooner  tliaii  I  should  die  in  the  course  of  nature.^ 
He  then  wrapped  himself  in  the  bed-clothes,  and  ng.iin  fell  fast  uli 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  tlie  wnnderer,  still  in  the  same  d 
ten  out  for  Portree,  with  Flora  Macdonald  and  a  man-KTvant.  Hi 
shoes  being  very  Iwd,  KiNysburffh  provided  him  willi  a  new  piil 
and  biking  up  the  old  one^i,  tuiid.  "  I  will  faitlifully  keep  them 
yiMi  are  siifely  settled  nt  St.  JumcVic  I  will  then  introduce  my? 
by  shaking  them  at  you.  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  night's  entertaii 
ment  and  protection  under  my  roof."  I  le  smiled,  and  itaid.  "  Be  an 
us  your^rord !"  Kinyabnrgh  kept  tlie  ii^lioes  a»  long  as  he  lived.  Al 
his  death,  a  zealoun  jaci>l>ite  gentleman  gave  twenty  guineas  for  the 

Old  Mra.  Afacdonald.  after  her  guest  Imd  le(\  the  ho'nse,  took 
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III  wTiic?!  he  hinl  lain.  foUletl  tliem  carefiilly.  Rnd  cliarpcti  her 
tluughter  that  tliey  iih<iiit<l  be  kept  tinwat-hed,  and  tJiat.  when  ahc 
died,  her  body  should  bv  wra|)|>ed  in  thein  as  a  winding  sheet.  Her 
will  was  religiously  observett 

Upon  the  road  to  Portree,  Prince  Charles  changed  his  drew,  and 
put  an  man'«  clothes  again  ;  a  lartan  shtwl  co«t  and  waistcoat,  with 
philiUcg  and  short  hose,  n  plaid,  and  a  wig  and  bonnet, 

Mr.  Donald  M'Dnnald,  called  Domatd  Hotf,  had  bwn  sent  express 
to  the  present  Rasatf,  tben  Uie  young  laird,  who  was  at  that  time  at 
bin  nster's  liouse,  about  three  miles  from  Portree,  attending  his 
brother.  Dr.  Macleod.  who  was  recoi-ering  of  a  wound  he  had  re- 
Oetved  at  tlie  battle  of  CuHoden.  Mr.  M-Donald  communicated  to 
joung  Rasay  the  plan  of  conveying  the  wanderer  to  where  old 
Rutejf  was ;  but  was  told  that  old  Rasati  had  fled  to  Knoidart,  a  purt 
of  Gleuffarrif's  estate.  There  was  then  a  dtlcmnin  what  should  be 
done.  Donald  Roi/  propoAetl  tliat  he  should  conduct  tlie  wanderer 
tu  the  main  land  ;  but  yuinig  Rasa'/  thou;^ht  it  too  dangerous  at  tliat 
time,  mid  suid  it  would  be  bettt:r  U>  conceal  him  iu  the  ii^lnnd  of 
Rjumj,  till  old  Rasaif  could  l>e  informed  where  he  was,  and  give  his 
advice  what  was  best.  But  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  get  him  tn 
Rasay.  They  could  not  trust  a  Portree  crew,  and  all  the  Ramy 
thiatt  had  lieen  destroyed,  or  cnrrit-d  off  by  the  militiiry,  except  two 
belo^^ing  to  Malcolm  M'Leod.  which  he  had  ctMiceided  somewhere. 

Dr.  31acleod  In-ing  informed  of  this  di:fficii)ty,  said  he  would  risk 
hie  life  once  more  for  Prince  Cliarle» ;  and  it  having  occurred,  Unit 
there  was  a  little  bait  upon  n  fresh  water  Uke  in  the  neigh Ixiur hood, 
young  Rnsaif  and  Dr.  ^f  ucleod,  with  the  help  of  some  women,  brought 
it  to  the  sea,  by  extraordin;iry  exertion,  across  a  HigliLind  mile  of 
land,  one  half  of  which  wiu  iMig,  and  the  other  a  t>teep  precipice. 

Thei^e  golLint  brotliers,  with  the  assistance  of  one  little  boy,  rowed 
the  small  boat  to  Ka^^iiy,  where  they  were  to  endeavour  to  find  Captain 
M'Leod,  as  Malcolm  wa»  then  called,  and  get  one  of  his  good  Iroats, 
with  which  they  might  return  to  Portree,  and  receive  the  wanderer; 
or,  ill  case  of  not  tiiuling  him,  they  were  to  make  tJie  small  boat  serve, 
though  the  danger  whs  considerable. 

Fortunately,  on  iheir  first  landing,  they  found  their  cousin  Sra\- 
colm,  who,  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  got  reaily  one  of  his  b<»ats,  with 
two  strong  men,  Jolm  ItpKenzie.  and  Donald  M'Friar.  Malcolm, 
being  the  oldest  man,  and  most  cautious,  said,  that  as  young  Ratay 
hail  not  hitherto  appeared  in  the  unfortunnle  business,  he  ou^ht  nut 
to  run  any  risk  ;  but  that  Dr.  Macleud  and  himself,  who  were  already 
puhlickly  engaged,  should  go  on  this  expedition.  ,  Vming  Rasaif 
answered,  with  an  oath,  that  he  would  go,  at  the  risk  of  hia  life  and 
fcntuae.  "  In  Goil's  iiame  then,"  said  Malcolm,  "  let  us  proceetL" 
The  two  boatmen,  however,  now  stopped  short,  till  they  shiHild  be 
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infonned  of  their  destination ;  and  M'Kenzie  declared  he  would  not 
move  an  oar  till  he  knew  where  they  were  going.  Upon  which  they 
were  both  sworn  to  secrecy ;  and  the  bunness  being  imparted  to 
them,  they  were  eager  to  put  off  to  sea  without  loss  of  time.  The  boot 
soon  landed  about  half  a  mile  from  the  inn  at  Portree. 

All  this  was  negotiated  before  the  wanderer  got  forward  to  Portree- 
Malcolm  Macleod,  and  M'Friar,  were  despatched  to  look  fw  him. 
In  a  short  time  he  appeared,  and  went  into  the  publick  house.  Here 
Donald  iZoy,whomhehadseenatMug8tot>received  him,  and  inframed 
him  of  what  had  been  cor  certed.  He  wanted  silver  for  a  guinea,  bat 
the  landlord  had  only  thirteen  shillings.  He  was  going  to  accept  of 
this  for  his  guinea ;  but  Donald  Roy  very  judiciously  observed,  that 
it  would  discover  him  to  be  some  great  man ;  so  he  desisted.  He 
slipped  out  of  the  house,  leaving  his  fair  protectress,  whom  he  never 
again  saw ;  and  Malcolm  M'Leod  was  presented  to  him  by  Donald 
Rop,  as  a  captain  in  his  army.  Young  Rasajf  and  Dr.  Macleod  had 
waited,  in  impatient  anxiety,  in  the  boat.  When  he  came,  their 
names  were  announced  to  him.  He  would  not  permit  the  usual 
ceremonies  of  respect,  but  saluted  them  as  his  equals. 

Donald  Roy  staid  in  Sky,  to  be  in  readiness  to  get  inteUigenofl^ 
and  give  an  alarm  in  case  the  troops  should  discover  the  retreat  to 
Rasay ;  and  Prince  Charles  was  then  conveyed  in  a  boat  to  tfait 
island  in  the  night.  He  slept  a  little  upon  the  passage,  and  th^ 
landed  about  daybreak.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  accommodatiiig 
him  with  a  lodging,  as  almost  all  the  houses  in  the  island  had  been 
burnt  by  the  soldiery.  They  repaired  to  a  little  hut,  which  some 
shepherds  had  lately  built,  and  having  prepared  it  as  well  as  tbey 
could,  and  made  a  bed  of  beath  for  the  stranger,  they  kindled  a  6r^ 
and  partook  of  some  provisions  which  had  been  sent  with  him  from 
Kingsburgh.  It  was  observed,  that  he  would  not  taste  wheat-bread, 
or  brandy,  while  oat-bread  and  whisky  lasted  ;  "  for  these,"  said  he, 
"  are  my  own  country  bread  aiid  drink."  This  was  very  engaging  to 
the  Highlanders. 

Young  Rasay  being  tiie  only  person  of  the  company  that  durst 
appear  with  safety,  he  went  in  quest  of  something  fresh  for  them  to 
eat;  but  though  he  was  amidst  his  own  cows,  sheep,  and  goats,  he 
could  not  venture  to  take  any  of  them  for  fear  of  a  discovery,  but 
was  obliged  to  supply  himself  by  stealth.  He  therefore  caught  a  kid, 
and  brought  it  to  the  hut  in  his  plaid,  and  it  was  killed  and  dressed, 
and  furnished  them  a  meal  which  they  relished  much.  The  distressed 
wanderer,  whose  health  was  now  a  good  deal  impaired  by  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  watching,  slept  a  long  time,  but  seemed  to  be  frequently 
disturbed.  Malcolm  told  me  he  would  start  from  broken  slumbers, 
and  speak  to  himself  in  different  languages,  French,  Italian,  and 
English.     I  must  however  acknowledge,  that  it  is  highly  probable 
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that  my  worthy  fiwnd  Malcolm  did  not  know  predsely  tlie  difference 
iH-tween  French  and  Ittlian.  One  of  his  expressions  in  Enjjlinh  wwt, 
•'  O  God  !  poor  Scotland." 

While  tliey  werp  in  tlie  hut,  AI'Kenaie  and  M'Friar,  the  two  tKMt< 
men,  were  placed  an  ticntinels  upon  diH'erent  eminences;  and  one  day 
ui  incident  happened,  which  must  not  he  omitted.  There  was  u  man 
wandering  about  the  island,  -telling  tolmcco.  Nobody  knew  him,  and 
he  was  suspected  to  be  a  »p}-.  ^I'Keiizie  came  running  to  the  hut, 
and  told  that  this  suspected  pcraun  was  approaching.  Upon  which 
the  three  fientlemeii,  young  Kasatf,  Dr.  dladeod,  and  Malcolm,  held 
a  coimcil  of  war  upon  him,  Juid  were  unanimously  ol'opiniun  tliat  he 
shotdd  instantly  be  put  to  death.  Prince  Charles.,  at  uiice  assimiing 
a  grare  and  even  severe  cmmtcnance,  Mid,  "  God  IVtrbid  thut  we 
should  take  away  a  man's  lite,  who  may  be  innocent,  while  we  can 
preserve  o*ir  own."  The  gentlemen  however  pemisted  in  their  re- 
Kiladon,  while  he  a«  strenuously  cunlinued  to  take  the  mercitiil  side. 
John  M'Kenxie,  who  sat  watching  at  the  door  of  tlie  hut,  and  over- 
heard the  debate,  said  in  Krse,  "  V\'ell,  well;  lie  must  be  shot.  You 
are  the  king,  but  we  are  the  parliament,  and  will  do  what  we  choose." 
Prince  Charles,  seeing  the  gentlemen  smile,  askeil  what  the  man  had 
iaiH,  and  being  told  it  in  English,  he  observed  that  he  was  a  clever 
frllow,  and,  notwithstanding  the  perilous  situation  in  which  he  was, 
laughed  loud  and  heartily.  Luvkily  the  miknown  |Kriion  did  not 
perceive  that  there  were  people  in  the  hut,  at  leaeit  did  not  come  to 
h,  but  walked  on  past  it,  unknowing  of  his  risk.  It  was  allcrwards 
fbttnd  out  that  he  was  one  of  the  Highland  array,  who  wa«  himself 
in  danger.  Had  he  come  to  them,  they  were  i-emlved  to  despatch 
hhn;  for,  aa  Malcolm  i*:tid  to  me,  "  We  could  not  keep  him  with  us, 
and  we  duntt  imt  let  him  go.  In  such  a  situation,  1  would  have  shot 
my  brother,  if  I  had  not  be«'n  sure  of  him."  John  M'Kenzie  was  at 
Rtuay'B  house  when  we  were  there  '.  Aliout  eighteen  years  before, 
he  hurt  one  of  his  legs  when  dancing,  ami  being  obliged  to  Imve  it 
cut  off,  he  wjis  now  going  .ibout  with  a  wooden  leg.  The  story  of 
his  being  a  tnembfr  of  imrVmmvnt  \*  not  yet  forgotten.  1  took  him 
out  a  little  way  from  tJie  house,  gave  him  a  shilling  to  drink  Rasati'n 
health,  and  led  him  into  a  detail  of  the  |Nirticular8  which  I  have  just 
related.  With  less  foundation,  some  writern  have  traced  the  idea  of 
a  parliament,  and  of  the  British  constittition,  in  rude  and  early  times. 
I  was  curious  to  know  if  he  had  really  heard,  or  understood,  any 
thing  of  that  subject,  which,  had  he  been  a  greater  man,  would 
probably  liave  been  eagerly  maintained.      "  Why,  John,"  said  I, 
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"  did  you  think  the  king'  should  be  controlled  by  a  parHtmcBt  ?" 
He  answereS,  "  I  thought,  air,  there  were  many  voices  against  one." 

The  coiTersation  then  turning  on  the  times,  the  wanderer  Mddj 
that,  to  be  aure,  the  life  he  had  led  of  late  was  a  very  hard  one ;  bat 
he  would  rather  live  in  the  way  he  now  did,  for  ten  years,  than  fall 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  The  gentlemen  asked  him,  what  he 
dionght  I)ig  enemies  would  do  with  him,  should  he  have  the  ran»- 
fortune  to  fall  into  their  hands.  He  said,  he  did  not  believe  tiiey 
would  dare  to  take  his  life  publickly,  but  he  dreaded  being  privately 
destroyed  by  poison  or  assassination.  He  was  very  particular  in  his 
inquiries  about  the  wound  which  Dr.  Macleod  had  received  at  die 
battle  of  CuUoden,  from  a  ball  which  entered  at  one  shoulder,  and 
went  cross  to  the  other.  The  doctor  happened  still  to  have  on  the 
coat  which  he  wore  on  that  occasion.  He  mentioned,  that  he  him- 
self had  his  horse  shot  under  him  at  CuUoden ;  that  the  ball  hit  the 
horse  about  two  inches  from  his  knee,  and  made  him  so  unruly  that 
he  was  obliged  to  change  him  for  another.  He  threw  out  some  i^ 
flections  on  the  conduct  of  the  disastrous  affair  at  Culloden,  saying, 
however,  that  perhaps  it  was  rash  in  him  to  do  so.  I  am  now  con- 
vinced that  his  suspicions  were  groundless ;  for  I  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  conversation  upon  the  subject  with  my  very  wfnthy  and 
ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Andrew  Lnmisden,  who  was  under  secretary 
to  Prince  Charles,  and  afterwards  principal  secretary  to  his  father  at 
Rome,  who,  he  assured  me,  waff  perfectly  satisfied  both  of  the  abilities 
and  honour  of  the  generals  who  commanded  the  Highland  army  chi 
that  occasion.  Mr.  Lumisden  has  written  an  account  of  the  three 
battles  in  1745-6,  at  once  accurate  and  classical.  Talking  of  the 
different  Highland  corps,  the  gentlemen  who  were  present  wished  to 
have  his  opinion  which  were  the  best  soldiers.  He  said,  he  did  not 
like  comparisons  among  those  corps :  they  were  all  best. 

He  told  his  conductors,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  remain 
long  in  any  one  place ;  and  that  he  expected  a  French  ship  to  CMne 
for  him  to  Lochbroom,  among  the  Mackenzies.  It  then  was  proposed 
to  carry  him  in  one  of  Malcolm's  boats  to  Lochbroom,  though  the 
distance  was  fifteen  leagues  coastwise.  But  he  thought  this  would 
be  too  dangerous,  and  desired  that,  at  any  rate,  they  might  first  en- 
deavour to  obtain  intelligence.  Upon  which  young  Ragay  wrote  to 
his  friend,  Mr.  M'Kenzie  of  Applecross,  but  received  an  answer, 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  French  ship. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  they  should  return  to  Sky,  which 
they  did,  and  landed  in  Strath,  where  they  reposed  in  a  cow-house 
belonging  to  Mr.  Niccolson  of  Scorbreck.  The  sea  was  very  rough, 
and  the  boat  took  in  a  good  deal  of  water.  The  wanderer  asked 
if  tliere  was  danger,  as  he  was  not  used  to  such  a  vessel.     Upon 
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bein^'  told  there  woa  not,  he  sung  an  Erse  8<Tng  with  much  vivacity. 
He  hod  by  this  time  acquired  a  good  deal  of  tiie  £rse  language. 

Young  Rasay  was  novr  despatched  to  where  Donald  Rag  wm,  that 
they  might  get  all  the  intelligence  they  could;  and  tlie  w&tiderer, 
wjlli  much  earnestness,  cliarged  Dr.  Macleod  to  have  a  liostt  ready, 
at  a  certain  place  about  seven  milen  oft^  as  he  said  he  intended  it 
tihotild  carry  him  upon  a  matter  of  great  consequence ;  and  gave  tba 
doctor  a  case  ',  containing  a  silver  spoon,  knife,  and  fork,  laymg, 
"  Keep  you  tliattill  I  see  you,"  which  the  doctor  understood  to  be  two 
days  from  that  time.  But  all  tliese  orders  were  only  blinds  ;  for  he 
had  another  plan  in  hiit  he^d,  but  wisely  thought  it  eufest  to  trust  his 
secrets  to  no  mure  persons  than  was  absolutely  ncccssarv.  Having 
then  desired  Malcolm  to  walk  with  him  a  little  way  from  the  house, 
he  stMni  o]>ened  his  mbid,  saying,  '*  I  deliver  myself  to  you.  Conduct 
me  to  the  Laird  of  JI'Kinnon's  rountry."  Malcolm  objected  that  it 
was  very  ^langernus,  as  so  ninny  pnrties  of  soldiers  were  in  motion. 
He  answered,  "  There  is  nothing  now  to  be  done  without  dangcT," 
He  then  said,  titat  Malcolm  must  be  the  master,  and  he  tile  servant; 
so  he  took  the  bag,  in  which  his  line-ii  was  put  up,  and  carried  it  on 
his  shoulder  ;  and  observing  that  his  waistcoat,  whicli  was  r^  scarlet 
tartan,  with  n  gold  twist  button,  was  finer  than  Alulcolm's,  which  was 
of  a  plain  ordituu'y  tartan,  he  put  on  M.ilcolm'8  waistcoat,  and  gave 
him  his  ;  remarking  at  the  siime  time,  tliat  it  did  not  look  well  that 
the  servant  should  be  better  {Iressetl  than  the  master. 

Malcolm,  though  an  excellent  walker,  fouml  himself  excelled  by 
Prince  Charles,  who  tt>lc]  him  he  nhould  nut  nmcli  mind  the  parties 
that  were  looking  for  him,  were  he  once  but  n  mnsquct  shut  from 
them  ;  but  that  he  was  somewhat  airaid  of  the  Highlanders  who  were 
against  him.  He  was  well  used  to  walking  in  Italy,  in  pursuit  of 
game;  and  he  wan  even  now  so  keen  a  sportsmmi  that,  having  ob- 
aenred  some  partridges,  he  was  going  to  take  a  hhut;  but  Malcolm 
CAOtioned  him  against  it,  observing  that  the  firing  might  be  heard  by 
the  leiulcrti  who  were  hovering  upon  the  coast. 

As  they  proceeded  through  the  mountains,  taking  many  a  circuit 
to  avoid  any  houses,  Malcolm,  to  try  his  resolution,  asked  him  what 
they  should  do,  should  they  fall  in  with  a  party  of  soldiers :  he 
answered, "  Fight,  to  he  sure !"  Having  asked  Malcolm  if  he  should 
be  known  in  his  prestnit  dress,  and  -Malcolm  having  replied  he  would, 
be  said,  *'  Then  I'll  blacken  my  face  with  powder."  "  That  (said 
Malcolm)  would  discover  you  at  once."  "  Then  (said  be),  I  must 
be  put  in  the  greatest  dishabille  possible."     So  he  pidled  oS'his  wig. 


'  (The  esse  viih  tlie  ■llrrr  Kpnort,  knife,  snd  fWk,  prcn  by  the  rbevsliei  \a  Dr. 
AI*cU«d,  taatc  into  the  lundi  o(  Mai}',  l-iuly  l^lrrk  iji  Pmiiycuik.  who  intnuttnl  mc 
vilti  the  txtnimrnUlc  cmiiniiMiun  of  pmcntirg  ihcm.  in  Ito-  Udfkbip'a  tutOft,  ut  hu 
prvscot  niiijv»ty,  oiwrn  Kb  visit  to  ^cotUml. — Wai.te«  Scott.] 


568  APPENDIX. 

tied  A  handkerdiief  round  his  head,  and  put  hii  nlghtcqi  over  it, 
tore  the  ruffles  from  his  diirt,  took  die  buckles  out  of  his  shoes,  and 
made  Malcolm  fasten  them  with  strings ;  but  still  Malcolm  thought 
he  would  be  known.  "  I  have  so  odd  a  face  (said  he),  that  no  man 
erer  saw  me  but  he  would  know  me  again." 

He  seemed  unwilling  to  give  gredit  to  the  horrid  narrative  of  men 
being  massacred  in  cold  blood,  after  victory  had  declared  for  the 
army  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  He  could  not  allow 
hiouelf  to  think  that  a  general  could  be  so  barbarous. 

When  they  came  within  two  miles  of  M'Kinnon's  house,  Mai- 
cohn  asked  if  he  chose  to  see  the  laird.  "  No  (said  he),  by  no  means. 
I  know  M'Kimion  to  be  as  good  and  as  honest  a  man  as  any  in 
the  world,  but  be  is  not  fit  for  my  purpose  at  present.  You  must 
conduct  me  to  some  other  house ;  but  let  it  be  a  gentleman's  house." 
Malcolm  then  determined  that  they  should  go  to  the  house  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon,  and  from  thence  be  conveyed 
to  the  main  land  of  Scotland,  and  claim  the  aissistance  of  Maidlohald 
of  Scothouse.  The  wanderer  at  first  objected  to  this,  because  Sco^ 
house  was  cousin  to  a  person  of  whom  he  had  suspidons.  But  he 
acquiesced  in  Malcolm's  opinion. 

When  they  were  near  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon's  house,  they  met  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Ross,  who  had  been  a  private  soldier  in  the  High- 
land army.  He  fixed  his  eyes  steadily  on  the  wanderer  in  his  dis- 
guise, and  having  at  once  recognized  him,  he  clapped  his  hands, 
sid  exclaimed,  "  Alas !  is  this  ihe  case  ?"  Finding  that  there  was 
now  a  discovery,  Malcolm  asked  "What's  to  be  done?"  "Swear 
him  to  seGrecy,"  answered  Prince  Charles.  Upon  which  Malcolm 
drew  his  dirk,  and  on  the  naked  blade  made  him  take  a  solemn  oath, 
that  he  would  say  nothing  of  his  having  seen  the  wanders,  till  his 
escape  should  be  made  publick. 

Malcolm's  sister,  whose  house  they  reached  pretty  early  in  the 
morning,  asked  him  who  the  person  was  that  was  along  with  him. 
He  said  it  was  one  Lewis  Caw,  from  Crieff,  who  being  a  fugitive 
like  himself,  for  the  same  reason,  he  had  engaged  him  as  his  siervant, 
but  that  be  had  fallen  sick.  "  Poor  man !  (said  she)  I  pity  him.  At 
the  same  time  my  heart  warms  to  a  man  of  his  appearance."  Her 
husband  was  gone  a  little  way  from  home ;  but  was  expected  every 
minute  to  return.  She  set  down  to  her  brother  a  plentiful  High- 
land breakfast.  Prince  Charles  acted  the  servant  very  well,  sit^ig 
at  a  respectful  distance,  with  his  bonnet  off.  Malcolm  then  said  to 
him,  "  Mr.  Caw,  you  have  as  much  need  of  this  as  I  have ;  there  is 
enough  for  us  both :  you  had  better  draw  nearer  and  share  with  me." 
Upon  which  he  rose,  made  a  profound  bow,  sat  down  at  table  with 
his  supposed  master,  and  eat  very  heartily.  After  this  there  came 
in  an  old  woman,  who,  after  the  mode  of  ancient  hospitality,  lH*ought 
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wann  w^er,  and  washed  Malcolm's  feet.  He  desired  her  to  waith 
the  feet  of  the  poor  uiun  who  attended  him.  She  at  first  seemed 
averse  to  thii^,  i'roni  pride,  as  thinking  him  beneath  her,  and  in  the 
periphraAtick  language  ot'the  Highlanders  and  the  Irish,  said  warmly, 
"  Though  I  wash  your  father'ti  son's  feel,  why  should  I  wash  his 
father's  son's  feet?"     She  was  however  persuaded  to  do  it. 

They  then  went  to  l>ed,  and  slept  for  some  time ;  and  when  Mal- 
colm awaked,  he  was  told  that  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon,  his  brotlier- 
in-law,  was  in  sight.  He  spning  out  to  talk  to  him  licfore  he  should 
see  Prince  Charles.  Af\er  saluting  him,  Malcolm,  pointing  to  the 
sea,  said,  "What,  John^  if  the  prince  should  be  prisoner  mi  board 
one  of  thoM  tenders ?"  "God  forbid!"  replied  John.  "  What  if 
we  had  him  here?"  said  Malcolm.  "I  wish  we  had,"  answered 
John  ;  "  we  should  take  care  of  him."  "  Well^  John,"  said  Mal- 
colm, "he  is  in  your  house.'  John,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  wonted 
to  run  directly  in,  and  pay  his  obeisance;  but  Malcolm  stopped 
htm,  Niying,  "  Now  is  your  time  to  behave  well,  and  do  nothing 
tlint  can  discover  him."  John  composed  himself,  and  having  sent 
away  all  his  servantH  upon  diHerent  errands,  he  was  inlro<Iuc«d  into 
the  presence  of  his  guest,  and  was  tJien  denired  to  go  and  get  ready 
d  boat  lying  near  his  house,  which,  though  but  a  small  leaky  one, 
they  resolved  to  take,  rather  than  go  tu  the  Laird  of  M'Kinnon. 
John  M-Kinnon,  however,  thought  otherwise  ;  and  upon  his  return 
told  theu),  that  his  chief  and  Lady  M'Kinnon  were  earning  in  the 
laird's  boat.  Prince  Chiu'leK  said  to  hia  trusty  Alalcolm,  "  I  am  sorry 
for  this,  but  must  make  the  best  of  it."  M'Kinnon  then  walked  up 
from  the  shore,  and  lUd  homage  to  tJte  wanderer.  His  lady  waited 
in  a  cave,  to  which  they  all  repaired,  and  were  entertained  with  cold 
meat  and  wine.  Mr.  Malcnlm  M'Leml  being  now  superseded  by  the 
Laird  of  M'Kinnon,  desired  leave  to  return,  which  was  granted  him, 
and  Prince  Charles  wrote  a  short  note,  which  he  subscribed  James 
Thompson,  informing  Ilia  friends  tliat  he  had  got  away  from  Sky, 
^d  thanking  tlitiu  fur  tJieir  kindness;  and  he  desired  tliis  might  be 
■speedily  cnnveyet)  to  young  Rasay  and  Dr.  Maclnxl,  ttiat  they  might 
not  wait  longer  in  exi)ectation  of  seeing  him  again.  He  bade  a  cordial 
adieu  to  Malcolm,  and  insisted  on  tiis  accepting  of  a  silver  stock- 
buckle,  and  ten  guineas  from  his  purse,  though,  as  Malcolm  told  me, 
it  did  not  appear  to  contain  almve  forty.  Malcolm  at  first  begged 
to  be  excused,  saying,  that  he  had  a  few  guineas  at  his  service;  but 
Prince  Charles  answered,  "  You  will  have  need  of  money.  J  shall 
get  enough  when  I  come  u))on  the  main  land." 

The  Laird  of  M'Kinnon  then  conveyed  him  to  the  apposite  coutC 
oT  Knoidart.  Old  Rasay,  to  whom  intelligence  had  been  sent,  was 
icrossing  at  the  same  time  to  Sky  ;  but  as  they  did  not  know  of  each 
other,  and  each  had  .ipprehensions,  the  two  boats  kept  aloof. 
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These  are  the  particalan  which  I  have  collected  ctxiceming  the 
eztraorduiary  concealment  and  escapes  of  Prince  Charles,  in  the 
Hebrides.  He  was  often  in  imminent  danger.  The  troopii  traced 
him  ftom  the  Long  Island^  across  Sky,  to  Portreej  but  there  lost  him. 


Here  I  stop,— having  received  no  farther  authentick  infonnad<m 
i^hii  &tigue8  and  perils  before  he  escaped  to  France.  Kings  and 
mbjects  may  both  take  a  lesson  of  moderation  from  the  melancholy 
fiite  of  the  house  of  Stuart ;  that  kings  may  not  suffer  degradation 
■ad  exile,  and  subjects  may  not  be  harassed  by  the  evils  of  a  disputed 
nicceasian. 

Let  me  close  the  scene  on  that  unfortunate  house  with  the  elegaAt 
and  pathedck  reflections  of  Voltaire,  in  his  Histoire  Generate. 

"  Que  les  hommes  priv£s  (says  that  brilliant  writer^  speaking  of 
Prince  Charles)  qui  se  croyent  maUieureux,  jettent  les  yeux  sur  ce 
prince  et  ses  ancltres." 

In  another  place  he  thus  sums  up  the  sad  story  of  the  family  in 
general: 

"II  n'y  a  aucun  exemple  dans  I'histoire  d'une  maison  si  long- 
terns  infortun^.  Le  premier  des  Rois  d'Ecosse,  qui  eut  le  nom  de 
Jacques,  apr^  avoir  6t£  dix-huit  ans  prisonnier  en  Angleterre,  mourut 
assassin^,  avec  sa  femme,  par  la  main  de  ses  sujets.  Jacques  II.  son 
fils,  fiit  ink  a  vingt-neaf  ans  en  ctmibattant  contre  les  Anglois. 
Jacques  III.  mis  un  prison  par  son  peuple,  fut  tu^  ensuite  par  les 
revolt^,  dans  une  bataille.  Jacques  IV.  perit  dans  un  combat  qii'il 
perdit.  Marie  Stuart,  sa  petite  fiUe,  chassee,  de  son  tr6ne,  fugitive 
en  Angleterre,  ayant  langui  dix-hnit  ans  en  prison,  se  vit  condaninee 
k  mort  par  des  juges  Anglois,  et  eut  la  t^te  tranch6e.  Charles  I.  petit 
fils  de  Alarie,  Roi  d'Ecosse  et  d' Angleterre,  vendu  par  les  Ecossois, 
et  jug6  i  mort  par  les  Anglais,  mourut  sur  un  echaffaut  dans  la  place 
publique.  Jacques,  son  fils,  septi^me  du  nom,  et  deuxieme  en 
Angleterre,  fut  chass^  de  ses  trois  royaumes ;  et  pour  comble  de 
malheur  on  contesta  a  son  fils  sa  naissance ;  le  fils  ne  tenta  de  remonter 
sur  le  tr6ne  de  ces  peres,  que  pour  faire  perir  sea  amis  par  des  boiir- 
reaux ;  et  nous  avons  vu  le  Prince  Charles  Edouard,  reunissant  en 
vain  les  vertua  de  ses  p^res,  et  le  courage  du  Roy  Jean  Sobieski, 
son  ayeul  matemel,  ex^cuter  les  exploits  et  essuyer  les  malheurs  lea 
plus  incroyablea.  Si  quelque  chose  justifie  ceux  qui  croyent  une 
fatality  k  laquelle  rien  ne  peut  se  soustraire,  c'est  cette  suite  continuelle 
de  malheurs  qui  a  persecute  la  maison  de  Stuart,  pendant  plus  de  trois- 
cent  ann^s.'* 
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[The  foregoing  account  is  bj  no  means  so  taXl,  or  to  curious,  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  Mr.  Boswell's  activity  of  inquiry,  and 
his  means  of  information.  It  relates  only  to  u/ew  days  of  the  Pre- 
tender's adventures,  which,  however,  lasted  five  months.  Even  of 
Miss  Flora  Macdonald  it  tells  less  than  had  been  already  in  print 
forty  years  before  Mr.  Boswell's  publication.  It  does  not  say  who 
she  was,  nor  when  she  met  the  prince,  nor  why  she  was  selected  or  in- 
duced to  interfere,  and,  in  short,  tells  as  little  as  possible  of  her  per- 
sonal share  in  the  events.  We  should  particularly  have  liked  to 
know,  from  her  own  report,  the  particulars  of  her  examinaticm  and 
reception  in  London.  The  reader  who  may  be  curious  to  know  more 
of  the  details  of  the  Pretender's  escape  will  find  them  in  the  Gent. 
Mag.  for  1747.  p.  531.  638;  in  the  little  volume  before  referred  to, 
called  Ascanius;  and  in  a  journal  in  the  second  volume  t^the  Lockkart 
Papers. — Ed.] 
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